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diftant navigation, and in fbme meafure the ‘founder of our 
empire iii America, was the du-e^tor of your company in tfic 
difeovery of archangel; this put us in poRcil^i of our 
trade to RUSSIA, which has been lincc earned on with lo 
great reputation. In our own time we iind the (r.mc IJiirit of 
indutfry and enterprize, of which your late attenijit over the 
CASPIAN iea is an lionourable proof. How llait cntcrpi-izc 
was conducled, and what carious incidents attended it, as I 
had an opportunity of the rnoO: authentic inioriiivUion, corro- 
borated by mv own experience, I have jndulg;ed iny iiH:lina- 
tioin and cmidovcfl niv leifure in invinu' an account : with 

' i. V ✓ C.Z 

what hdelity this is done, you arc the pnjper judges. 

As this trade became an obiccl of attention to the Icc'ifla- 
.ture upon your recommendation, and as the great Iropcs con- 
ceived of it were not entertained without jiid grounds ; I 
prehimc it rviii not be ungratciul to you, that the public 
ihouid know upon what principles you acted, and how be- 
nehcial your undertaking might have been to the nation. 
Tliough we have been foiled in this cnteiyirize, the feas are 
open to us, and whild we continue masters of them, 
they arc our fifeil, and perhaps our only means of convey- 
ance j for I believe, iilllory can hardly turniili an inftance in 
thefe latter times, of a conifidcrable trade being carried on by 
traverhiig the dominions of a ibreign prince, ^ 


The 
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The relation of proi]^)eroiis undertakings is the moil agreeable 
task y but iTiilruclion, which is die great end of liiRorical narra-^* 
tioiis, depciicls not upon the nature of events : it is not material 
whether they ate favoiiralile or not, but whether they be ho- 
neftly and fairly dated, the true caufes explored, and their 
influence tlifco\'crcd through the whole chain of effetds. Per- 
1 laps future generations . may have occaiion to refer to what 
lias paded in our time, as we now look back to tlie days of 
queen elizaheth ; and if circumftances fliould again render 
this trade praeticabic and advantageous to the nation, the ex- 
jverience we have lately bouglit, muil neccilarily be of great 


If we call to mind that religious zeal with which you. 
railed n fund ibr hiiiiding a public place of worfhip at St. pe- 
TERSiJURG ; and your generous relolu don not to jicrmit that 
the BRITISH nation Aiould be the only one in Russia ndthout 
tills mark of honour and difliiiclioii ; may it not be expected 
thuit the SUPREME BEiiNG, w'ho dirchls all events by his provi- 
dence, will enable you either to revive your Caspian trade, ov 
to flrikc out fome other branch more beneficial ? The charac- 
teriilic of a briive and comincreial nation is to be ever purfuing 
fomethkyt ufeful to mankind. The world is not iii all its 
known parts fo familiar to us, but new channels of frade m.-y 
be ftruck out ; nor is it fo well civilized, but commerce may 
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gently effect what the fword cannot. You have my Enccrc 
wjlhes that in all things pj olj3enty may attend your endea- 
vours, in your private, as well as corporate capaci^ I am, 

G E N T L E M E K, 


Loiulon, 
January, 1753. 


Youi' mod: humble 


and more ..bedient Sen-ant, 


Tonas Hainvav. 

m/ -J 
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INTRODUCTION. 


^ I J E^gloiy and wclfiirc of tne eritisu monarchy depending on the 
Jl ac.iuiiition aiul prefervation of trade, it becomes die duty of every 
lubicCi: to encourage this general dcfign, and confecpicntly to endeavour to 
jiiiiMro the minds of the people with fuch fentinients as promote induftry, 
and. redrain t!ic growth of a luxurious and irregular manner of living. A- 
pecuiini accident of rny life engaged me in the purfuit of commercial 
lenotvied-.;'..' in. a new path, which was that of trading to Persia over the 
c .t ui AN' ha ; but when 1 was initiated into this commerce, it feemed al- 
ready devoted to ruin ; nor was it in the pov/er of all our Ihill and induftry 
to fupport this tender plant againft the violence of thofe rude ftorms which 
liyccfiantly blew upon it\} fo that it hardly began to blofl'om before it was 
blaftcd. . 

To tranfmit fome account of this to pofterity, may poilihly be n means 
of recovering the traile, if future times rtioid-.l render it practicable and 
advantageous ; or at leaft of preferviug the memory of this enterprise, and 
gratiiying tlie curiofity of the more intelligent part of this nation, who 
know the importance of trade : for tills commerce was prop.ofed to intro- 
duce the ufcful commodity of raw' lilk, the bafis of one of our molt con- 
ftdcrablc mannfadturcs, on the cheapeft terms and, which is ftlll inore, in 
exchange for our manufadfured wool, from which fuch advantages arc 
derived to okeat bkitain. 

Never any new trade w.is entered upon with more fanguinc hopes, 
Oi;,rp|pfecutcd with more laborious attention by feveral of tlic mofl eminent 
^ants of this metropolis ; to which wc may aUb add, icarcc nr!y 
jcrcial feheme has had a more powerful protection from (i;reat 
It mull be confefttxl, that takine; all thefe advanta-cs to-^c- 
had once fo fair an apjxjarance, that it da.zzicd tlie eyes of ma- 
engaged very clear heads, as well as honeft hearts, in its cauic. 

Va.ri:A.iS 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Various were the objections made againft; this commerce, with regard to 
the interefl of other mercantile companies : fome of the mcml>ers of thofc 
companies foretold its fate in general terms j but, as an inftance of the fal- 
.lacy of human wifdom, die defign was at length fruftrated by means the 
leaft, if at all fulpeCted ; for could it be imagined that one, 'who engaged 
himfelf as a British factor in Persia, would engage alfo as a shipwright 

to A’ A DIR SUxVH ? 


Wlien meti have committed errors In life, it is common to fuggefl rca- 
fons for them, as if they exifted in their minds previous to their aCrions, 
I believe, Mr. elton, who had the chief merit in opening thlsn adc, did 
not really forefec the tendency of his engagement to nadir simh, to 
which its dcftrudlion was in a ijreat mcafurc o’.ving. If the Russians 
could have been fuppofed idle fpeClators of a Persian naval power, or of 
a few trading dilps on the Caspian fca, Mr. elton certainly purfued one 
temporary means of llrengthening our interefl w/th nadir ; hut Inch a 
fuppofition to him who knew the connection of things on that fule, was 
weak if he did make it j and if he did not, his judgment which, in many 
inflances, was very good, here certainly failetl him. But to coniider the 
matter in a mercantile light only, what lolid loandaiion could there be 
for the fecurity of property under fo tyz'aiinitral a government, as that of 
PERSIA ; when a factor to merchants, engages as a fervant to the crown, anil 
becomes fuhjccft every day to be called to an account? Tliis quell ion he 
hardly ever aiked, but fufiered himfelf, tlie common fitiling of mankind, 
to be lulled into an eafy fecurity, by contcmpl.iting only the bright tide of 
the prolpcct. Had lie adlcd with more confillency, v/c certainly might 
Jiavc longer reteJned tlvc countenance of Russia, and longer fupported 
our trade in t’ae north of Persia: for fo long as princes are on good 
terms, national compacl s arc not violated without very ftrong rcafonsj though 
cafilv canccllci •■.vl'^cu the-' are not. 

When I left ENGEAHO in 174'^, I remember that Mr. Richard 
LOCK vecoD, a tukkev merchant, difeourfed with me to "this eftedt ; “ Ei« 
“ tlier yon will teach rise RosstAN.-. how to trade, and then become an 
« objefl of their jcaloulye if you have fuccefs in tliis enterprize j 15 f yo^ 
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of which fome were extremely inccKrefl, and ncme of them in any hifto- 

rical order. 

• 

Secrecy, or referve in commercial affairs, is often necelTary; had this 
trade fubiiffcd, the circumftances of it ought, I think, to have been kept 
private, for reafons of intereft j but now the fame realbns, joined to the 
duty we owe to pofferity, feem equally to require a prelervation of the 
memory of it. The public indeed has a right to be informed by what 
means we have loft this branch of our commerce, after it had received 
fuch diftinguiftied parliamentary protection. 

I intended to h.ave wrote a treatite on the Caspian trade only; but 
this work, for reafons maturely confidered, now becomes enlarged beyond 
my original delign. With regard to my own adventures in Persia, they 
had naturally a place in my journal, or rather compofc it : a great part 
of them have a neceffary connection with the t adc, and conllitute the 
moft amufing incidents in this work. As to the conveiiUtioa which 
I had with tlie Persians, conftdering the diftance of place and 
time, the revolutions and mortalities which have fuccceded, and the 
fiibjeCl of them, which wholly relates to nadir sti ah; I concluded the 
concealment of their names, where nothing was faid in fecret, might ap- 
pear as an abfurd caution, rather than a religious regard to the duties of 



To illuftrate the fubjecl, I have introduced a cliart of the Caspian 
fca, with which captain w'oodroofe prefented me on his return from 
thence. This chart I efteem very correCt, and an improvement of that 
which PETER the okeat ordered to be made by vanvorden, with 
regard to the foundings, and alfo the coaft, as well as the eaftern ’parts of 
tliat fea, v^here woodrooee was fent by the king of Persia to make the 
moft minute obfervations. 1 have alfo made fuch extraCls from captain 
wgodrocfe's journal as I thouglit any ways material, gnd which from 
my own experience I have rcafon to believe are very true. If we ffiould 
ever navigate the Caspian again, they may be ferviceable to us as traders, 
or if they p'-ove of any uf; to the Russians, I fliall receive an additional 
pie a fur c. 

The 
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The 'maps of the Russian dominions bordering on tart ary were 
beftowed on me by general tattischefp, who commanded the Rus- 
sian forces on thefc frontiers. They were made fome years after the ac-* 
count which Mr. el ton gives of himfelf; but being relative to it, I had 
a double motive to make ufe of them. Other maps which I have yet 
feen of independent tart ary are extremely defective: but it is more 
amazing that a country fo much frequented as Persia, fhould not be yet 
laid down with more exadlnefs than it is. I fpeak not only of the 
northern parts, but of the country in general i for tve perpetually find places 
of confequence mentioned in hiilorical accounts, which in maps are blanks, 
or at bell very erroneoufly placed. 

The journals to khieva through the parts of tartary on the eaftern 
fide of tlic CASPIAN fea, is of undoubted authenticity, as well as of that 
on the weftern coaft j the former was related to me by one who made 
the journey, and confiri?^ed by another of the fiime company j and the 
latter is the real rout of the Russian embafiy in 1746, of which I received 
an exa(ft map. 

Writing may tranfmit a pi£lure of a man’s mind, but the pencil only 
can give us an idea ol his perfon j J Jiave therefore introduced the por- 
traits of thofe great perfonages of wliom I make particular mention in my 
journal j nor have 1 fpared any other embellifiiments, which I imagined 
might contribute to the fiitisfaiftion of the public. 

Tlic part of thefe volumes which confifts of a journal of travels, ren- 
ders it nejct to irnpofiiblc to avoid being the hero of rny own fiory, as tlie 
occafions occur fo often to mention my own a<itions and fentiincnts; and 
indeed the nature of journals renders egotifnis unavoidable. I have endea- 
voured as much as pofliblc to diveft myfelf of prejudices, and from a 
conlcioufnefs of wifiiing well to mankind, have not been fcarfid of of- 
fending; though ^ by a comparifon of cufloms or opinions, my fentiincnts 
may fometimes have the air of fatyr : but it is certainly by comparifon only 
that tlie beauty or defeds of things appear. 

b 2 ^^'’heIi 



hii INTRODUCTl ON. 

When I was in Persia mv curiofity led me to colled feveral atiec- 

^ * 

dotes concerning tlx; famous ufurpcr nadir shah : I had the fortune 
to experience inch marks of his clemency, as the moll; polite Chris- 
tian countries can produce few parallels. This afforded me an op- 
portunity of entering into the churader of this extraordinary perfon j and 
as I found no reirulur and continued hiilorical account of him', I refolved 
to life my own papers, with the addition of fi:ch as I could procure here 
nnd in Russia. The proper bails of fuch a work, feemed to be the re- 
volutions of PERSIA during this century, till the time in which he came 
to ad fo di'eadi'ul a part on tlie llagc of life ; this period takes in near 
tliirty ycar.s, and includes the unhappy reign of nusssiiN, and the invafion 
of the AV'GHANs. The account which we liavc Jiithcrto had of this matter 
is unperfcsd : I Ihould not however have launched fo deep, but that I 
K)U!vd a FRfNcn piece lately nubliihed, tlic author oiwliich lias taken 
gre.U p.ains in coliedirig the belt materials. TluAoriginal writers c.-f trauf- 
attions in the east have a peculiar propenlity to tl'jc marvellous; and puRO- 
PEANS all'o, who itavc not been on the fpot, are apt to give in to the fame 
.abfurdity. Thus I have endeavoured to redlfy, as well from my own 
pei fonal (..hfervation, and anecdotes, as from the general jeafon of things. 
It onciht however to he remcmbeicd, that the genius of lire EASTjtKN na-r 
tioiis necedanJy gives their hiitory the air of romance. To convey an idea 
of the PE PAi AN government, of which we h;ive many intimations in the 
facred writings, I have prefixed to that volume a chronological abridg.- 
ment, which, in one vicw% takes in the moff: material of the numerous, 
revolutions from the foundation of that antient monarchy, 

^ CL /VI RAC* 
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PART I. 

THE 

EARLIEST ACCOUNTS 

OF THE 

CASPIAN TRADE, 

FROM 1553 TILL THE AUTHOR EMBARKS 
ON THE CASPIAN SEA IN 1743. 

C H A P. 1 . 

AtlempU made by the JirJl English adventurers fenvards opening a trade 
through RUSSIA /«/o Persia, 1553 to 1581. Letters verote by 

EDWARD VI. and queen Elizabeth on this fuhjehi ^ ivith fame par~ 
liculars relating to the Caspian trade in thofe days, 

A S I have embarked in a dcfign to write an hiftorical account of 
the late British Caspian trade, which is interwoven with a mul- 
tiplicity of intcrefting and amufing circumftanccs ; it will not, I 
think, be foreign to my fubjeift to trace matters from the earliefl; times, 
and exhibit in a fummary way the attempts formerly made towards cfla- 
blilhing a commerce of this kind, with the diflicukies and intciTuptioas 
it met with till the year 1738, at w^hich p<j^io4 the enfuing narration pro- 
perly commences. 

VoL. I. A 


The 


2 THE EARLIEST ACCOUNTS P;nt I» 

V 

The opening a trade over the Cx\spian Tea to Persia, has ever fince 
the tlifcovery of ARCHANGEL by the English, been conlidered as capable 
of producing lo many advantages to this nation, tliat attempts were made 
towards obtaining a fliare in it, fo early as the very eftablilhnicnt of our 
RUSSIA company. With regard to the leveral events which happened to 
onr firil adventurers, though they arc not the immediate fubjedt of this re- 
lation, yet as they are vifibly connecl-ed witli, and explanatory of it, I lhall 
«»-lyc <bmc few r-articulars with which the reader will have no reafon to 

i:> ■* t 

be difpleafed. For it cannot be a vulgar entertainment to the benevolent, 
whofe hearts arc capable of improvement from, the examples of our gene- 
rous ancertors, to learn when and by whom the difeovery was firfl: made 


that opened a way to the commerce which is tlic fubjedt of tlieib papers 


This amiable fpl fit of entcrprlze which animated our countrymen, firil: 
prevailed in being the feventh and )a(l year of the reign of ed- 

war.dVL This prince then wrote his letter millivc in creek, and fevera! 
other languages, recommending Sir huGh willougHi-.y and Mr. RiCKAKU 
■ tniANCELER, with their company, to tlic protcdUoii of the princes and 
rulers of the earth, but intended more particularly to thofe of the fouth 
eafe parts of the g!ob>c. Moiiern ages of redns-ment and u-perior know- 
iedre of tlic world, have rendered fucli a[>plications romantic, if not ridi- 
culous j but this was not the cafe iutliofe times, nor can we with any cou- 
fiftency withhold our coiumendation of that pious and fimple, as well as 
militaiw and commercial genius, on which our forefathers credled thofe 
monuments of knowledge, richc-s .and glory, which have been iiiice car- 
ried to fo prodigious a licight. Upon tliefe principles, the following let- 
ters muft afford fome pleafure to the intelligent and curious reader. 


•f TT DWARD the fjxt, by the grace of god, king of England, 
12 j FRANCE, and IRELAND, &c. To all kings, princes, rulers, 
“ iudges, and governours of the earth,- and all other hauing any excellent 
“ dignitie on the fame, in all the places under the uiiiuerfal heauen : peace, 

tyran- 
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tranquilitic, and honour, be unto you, and your lands and regions, which 
“ are under your dominions, and to euery of you, as is conuenient. 

• 

** Forafmuch as the great, and almightie God, hath given unto man- 
“ kind, above all other living creatures, fuch a heart, and defire, that c- 
“ uery man defireth to ioyjie friendflaip with other, to loue, and be loued, 
alfo to giue and receiuc mutual benefites: it is therefore the dutie of all 
“ men, according to their power, to maintaine and increafe this delire in 
*' et]^ry man, with well deferuing to all men, and efpecially to llicwe this 
“ good afFedtion to fuch, as being moued with this defire, come unto 
“ tliem from farre countreis. For howe much the longer uoyage they 
have attempted for this intent, fb much the more doe they thereby de- 
dare that this defire hath bene ardent in them. Furthermore alfo, the 
“ examples of our fathers and prcdccellbrs doe invite us hereunto, foraf- 
“ much as they haue euer gently and louingly intreated fuch as of 
“ friendly niindc came to them, as well from countreis neare hand, as 
“ farre remote, commending themfelves to their protedion. And if it be 
“ right and equitie to fliewe fuch humanitie toward all men, doubtlefle 
“ the fame ought chiefly to be fliewed to Marchants, who wandering a- 
‘‘ bout the world, fcarch both the land, and the fea, to carry fuch good 
and profitable things, as arc found in their countreis, to remote regions 
“ and kingclomes; and againe to bring from the fame, fuch things as they 
find there, commodious for their own countreis ; both as well, that the 
people, to svhom they goe, may not be defiitute of fuch commodities 
“ as their countries bring not foorth to them, as that alfo they may be par- 
“ takers of fuch thinges, whereof they abound. For the God of heauen 
“ and earth, greatly providing for mankinde, would not that all things 
“ fliould be foundc in one region, to the ende that one Ihouldc haue 
“ needc of another j that by this mcanes fricndlhippe might be cftablifli- 
cd among all men, and euery one feeke to gratifie all. For th»cftablifli- 
“ ing and furtherance of which uniuerlall amitic, certaine men of our 
rcalme, moued hereunto by the faidc defire, have inflituted and taken 
upon them a uoyage hy fea into farre countreis, to the intent that bc- 
• A 2 , « tweeuc 
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“ tweene our people and them, a way may be opened to bring in, and 
“ carry out marchandizes, defiring us to further their cnterprize. Who af- 
“ Tenting to thdr petition, haue licenfed the right valiant and worthy Sir 
Hugh WiLLoucuBy, knight, and other our truftie and faithfull fer- 
“ vants, which are with him according to their delirc, to goe to coun- 
“ trcies to them heretofore unknowcn, as well to feeke fuch things as we 
“ lacke, as allb to carry unto them from our regions, fuch things as they 
“ lacke. So that hereby not onely commoditie may cnfue both to them and 
** us, but alio an indiffoluble and perpetual lejgue of friendiliip be^efta- 
blilhed betvveene us both, while they permit us to take off their things, 
“ fuch whereof they have abundance in their regions, and we againe 
grant them fuch things of ours, whereof they arc dcftitute. We there- 
fore defire you kings and princes, and al other to whomc there is any 
“ power on the earth, to permit unto thefe our fervants, free pad' ge by 
“ your regions and dominions : for they fhall not touch any thing of 
“ yours unwilling unto you. Confider you that they alfo are men. If 
“ therefore they fiiall Hand in neede of any thing, we defire you of all 
humanitie, and for the nobilitic which is in you, to aide and helpe them 
“ with fuch things as they lacke, receiving againe of them fuch things as 
they findl be able to give you in recompence. Shew yourfelves fo to- 
“ v/ards them, as you would that we and our fubieds Ihould fi^icvvc our- 
** felves towards your fervants, if at any time they fhall paffe by our re- 
“ gions. 

“ Thus doing, we promife you by the God of all things that are con- 
“ talncd in heaven, earth, and the lea, and by the life and tranquilitie of 
“ our kingdomes, that we will with like humanitie accept your fervants, 
if at any time they ftiall come to our kingdomes, where they fiiall as 
“ friendly and gently be entertained, as if they were borne in our domi- 
“ nions, that we may hereby recompence the favour and benignitie which 
you have fliewed to our men. Thus after we have*defired you kings 
“ and princes, &;c. With all humanitie and favour, to entertaine our wcll- 
** beloued fervants, wc will pray our almightie God, to grant you long 

life. 
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“ life, and peace, which never ftiall haue end. Written in London, which 
** is the chiefe City of our kingdome, in the yeere from the creation of the 
“ world 5515, in the month of Jiar “, the fourteenth day of the 
« month, and feventh yeere of our raigne.” 

The fleet Tent out upon this difcovery, in confequence of the king’s let- 
ter, confiflecl of the Bona Esperanza, the Edward Bonaventure, 
and the Bona Confidentia, all under the Command of Sir Hugh 
Wi li,oughby, as captain-general. It was this gentleman’s fate, in com-, 
pany with the crew of the Bona Esperanza, to be frozen to death the 
fame year in Lapland j but Richard Chanceler, who command- 
ed the Edward Bonaventure, had the happinefs to make a difcovery 
of Archangel, from whence he was conduced to Mo sco, and there 
received with Angular marks of diftinflion by the great duke Ivan Was- 
siLowiTZ, who accepted the offer of commerce, and returned a favour- 
able aiifwer to the king’s letter. 

The next material incident was in 1555, when a treaty with tlie great 
duke, fometimes called emperor of Russia, was made; by which he 
granted ample privileges to the English merchants trading to Russia j 
and the fame year, king Philip and queen Mary honoured them with a 
charter. The next yearOsEP Napeoff, the Russian ambaflador, came 
into England. In 1557, Anthony Jenkinson pafled through Russia 
into Bokhara, wliich he was very quickly obliged to leave ; the king of 
Samarcand having invaded that country. He found that the Persian 
trade lay moft on the fide of Syria, and the frontiers of Turkey, 
After variety of fortunes and difficulties, which have a very remarkable 
analogy With thofe of the time of which I am now writing, he returned 
home by way of Casa N on the Volga, in 1560, having firfl had the 
honour of hoiflingthe red crofs of St. George, or tlie royal banner of 
England on the*CASPiAN fea. 

* Ji A R. is the month of February . 


In 
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In 1561, being encouraged by the merchants adventurers, the ramc 
Jenkinson went into Persia, having procured a letter from queen 
Elizabeth, now in the third year of her reign, to the Shah, Tab h mas, 
the king of that country, which, for its fingular fpirit and liroplicity, I 
alfo beg leave to infert. 

« I .'ELIZABETH, by the grace of God, queene of England, &c. To 
J the right mightie, and right uidorious prince, the great Sophie, 
emperor of the Persians, Medes, Parthians, Hyrcanes, 
** Carmanarians, Margians, of the people on this fide, and be- 
yond the river of Tygris, and of all men and nations between the 
Caspian fea and the gulph of Persia, greeting, and moft happie 
“ increafe in all profperitie. 

“ By the goodnesof tlic almightie God, it is ordayned, that thofe people, 
“ which not onely the huge diftance of land, and the invincible widcncs 
of feas, but alfo the uery quarters of the heauens doe moftc farre fepa- 
“ rate and fette afunder, may neverthcleue through good commendation 
by writing, both eafe, and alfo communicate between them, not onely 
“ the conceiued thoughts, or deliberations, and gratefull offices of huma- 
“ nitie, but alfo many commodities of mutual intelligence. 

“ Therefore, whereas our faithfull, and right well beloved fervant An- 
TUONIE Jenkinson, bearer of thefe our letters, is determined, with 
“ our licenfe, favour, and grace, to p.tfTe out of this our realme, and Iby 
“ Gods fufferance to travel even into Persia, and other your jurifdi6:i- 
“ ons: we minde truely with our good fauour, to fette forward, and ad- 
uance, that his right laudable purpofe ; and the more willingly, for that 
this his enterprife is grounded upon an honefi: intent, to eftablifli trade 
“ of merchandize with your fubieils, and with other ilrangers traffiking 
“ your realmes. 

«c W’hcre- 
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Wherefore, we have thought good, both to write to your maieilye, 
“ and alfo to dcfire the fame to uouchfafe at our requeft, to grant to 
« our faide fervant, Anthonie Jenkinson, good pafports, and fafc 
conducts, by meanes, and authoritie whereof, it may be free, and iawfull 
“ for him, together with his familiars, fcrvants, cariage, merchandize, 
and goods whatfocvcr, through your rcalmes, dominions, jurifdidions, 
and prouinces, freely, and without impeachment, to journey, goe, paile, 
repafle, depart, and tarry fo long as he fhall pleafe, and from thence to 
“ returnc, whenfoever he or they fliall thinke good. If thefe holye duties 
** of entertainment, and fweete offices of naturall humanitie, may be wil- 
“ lirigly concluded, finccrely embraced and frmely obferued, betweene us, 
“ and cur rcalmes, and fubicd,s, then we doe hope, that the almightie 
God will bring it to pafle, that of thefe fmall beginings, greater mo- 
“ merits of things fliall hereafter fpring, both to our lurniturcs and ho- 
“ nors, and alfo to the great commodities and ufe of our peoples ; fo it 
“ will be knowen, that neither the earth, the leas, nor the heauens, haue 
“ fo much force to feparate us, as the godly difpofition of natural hu- 
manitie, and mutuall bencuolencc, haue to ioync us flrongly together. 
God grant unto your majefrie, long and happie felicitic in eartli, and 
pcrpetuall in hcauen. Dated in England, in our famous citie of 
** London, the 25. day of the month of Aprill, in the yeere of the 
** creation of the world 5523, and of our lord Jesus Christ, 1561, 
“ and of our raigne the third.”. 

Having procured an introdiuflion into Persia, Jenkinson returned 
borne without any remarkable fuccefs. In 1557^6 Turks conquered the 
weftern coafts of the Caspi an fea, and, in a great meafure, prevented the 
advancement of tliat commerce which the merchants naturally flattered 
themfelves would happen, in cor.fequence of the favourable decree obtained 
by Jenkinson from Abdallah Khan, then king of Shirvan and 
Hircan 1 A, whish iaft we now call Ghilan ; but Sii irvan was then 
the relidencc of our fadlory. Several English fubjedls were employed in 
this traffic, of whom one Thomas Alcocke was murdered in Persia. 

• After- 
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Afterwards Christopher Borrough went into Persia in 1579, and 
returned home in 1581, He built a veffel on the Volga at NiEzANOi- 
voGORODE, in which he tranfported feveral kinds of merchandize as far 
as Baku. At Niezabad his veflel was ftranded, and great part of his 
cargo loft. At D F, R B e N D he fold a part of his goods to the Turks, and 
bought another veftcl to bring home his returns of raw fillc ; but either 
through want of experience, or conftrained bjr necellity, he came to 
Russia fo late as the month of november, which occalioned his fliip 
being cut to pieces by the ice: the cargo however was faved in a boat, which 
floating out to fea with the ice, and being in great danger of periftiing, was 
at length frozen up. The crew left the boat and her cargo, and went in 
icarch of aftiftance, but loiing their way their lives were much endanger- 
ed by hunger, as well as by a (bower of arrows from a flying party of 
Nag Ai tartars. At length they had the good fortune to bring their cargo 
fafe to Astrachan, and thus ended the British Caspian com- 
merce. 

Occafional voyages have been fince made by British fubjedls, under 
the Russian protedlion in theclofe of the laft century, but not with any 
view of eftablifhing a trade, fo that I ftiall pals them over in filence, as 
not material. 


c ri A r 
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t^onfeur de 't'HOu’j remarks upon the Engl ish trade into Persia in the 
days of queen 'E lizabeth. Frederick, duke Holstein’s em- 
baffy in 1633, Antient Russian and Armenian trade over tbeCAz^ 
PI AN. Peter the great inarches an army into the northern pro^ 
vinces ^Persia; and endeavours to efiablif a large trade •with that 
country. 

T O corroborate the authorities already mentioned, I muft beg leave 
to infert a patfage concerning this fubjedt, from the celebrated 
Monfieur de Thou, who after relating the eftablifliment of a company in 
London to trade to Muscovv, adds, “ That the profits of that compa- 
** ny were immenfe, by reafon that in queen Elizabeth’s reign the 
English had the exclufive privilege of importing all manner of fo- 
reign commodities into Ru ss 1 a. By this privilege they were encouraged 
** to vifit more carefully the feveral provinces of that vaft empire, which 
“ was the means of their difeovering, that by afeending the Dwiena 
they might tranfport goods as far as Wologda, and from thence in 
** feven days by land to Yerislaw, from which place they might fail 
“ down the Volga, in thirty days and nights to Astrachan. — En- 
“ couraged by this fuccefs, the English built a fliip to navigate tlic 
Caspian fea, which they found full of jfliallows. After crofiing the 
<* Caspian they entered into Mazanderan, and the deferts of Kho- 
« KAZAN, alfo to the extremity of Media, and proceeded as far as 
“ Tavris and Casein. Such happy beginnings gave them reafon to 
hope that they fliould difcover the way to Cathay but the war 
** which broke out between the Turks and Persians, hindered them 
“ from piilhing on their difeoveries, and defeated their moft fanguine cx- 
** peilations.” 

f Tke countries to the eaftvvard of Ki j: v a and Bokma r a* 

Yol.I. B ki 
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In 1626, fir Robert Shirley was fent ambalTador from the Eng- 
lish court to Abas the great, king of Persia. The honourable, 
irnpreffions which the Persians early entertained of this nation, may 
be deduced from the declaration made to that ambafliidor by this potent 
prince, the moft renowned of the Persian kings, viz. ** That he wifh’d 
■*« the chriftian princes would not wage war againll each other, for he was 
lentible, their common enemy the Turk took great advantages from 
“ thence ; tho’ by the many defeats he had given the T u rks^ he had con- 
** vinced the world of the fuperiority of the Persian arms. — That he 
** would deliver in Gambroon ' 10,000 bales of filk, and take the value 
** in English cloth for which if he could not find a market in his own 
“ kingdom, he would difpofe of part to his neighbours ; for he fliould 
“ be gixatly pieafed to deprive the 'T urk of the yearly cuftoms which 
“ he received from the Persian kiervans which go to the loreign 
markets in Aleppo ; a profit which he knew to be fb coiifidcrable, 
that the janizaries were fupported by it, and confequently that it ibp- 
** plied his enemies with force to figlit againfl: him. — That lie cilcemed 
“ tlie king of Great Britain as the head of the worniippers of 
“ Jesus Chris^, and Ihould be extremely glad of his friendflilp.’' It 
muft be remembered, that both the Persians and I'urks did in thole 
days receive fuch advantages from their commercial intcrcourfe, that by 
mutual agreement caravans were fuftered to pafs unmolefted, during the 
long and inveterate wars which fubfifted between thofe two nations. 

The French formed a defign of opening a trade from Archangel 
over tlie Caspian Tea, in the beginning of the lafl: century, as well as 
in this, of which I Ihall have occafion to fpeak ; but it docs, not appear 
tliat they carried either into execution. — This indeed is certain, that 
Frederick duke of Holstein in the year 1633, fent a very pomp- 
ous and expenfive embafly to Sliah Shefie. After enduring many 

Sttppofed to be meant bales of (even batmans of 12 lb, English, wt 2/ batmans, as now In ufe. 
' The moft correft writing is kiervan, commonly called caravaiBi but as this laft word is fo well a- 
dopted wi^ us, I Iball preler it. 

hard- 
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hardHiipfi and fuflrerings, the embaffadors were fliipv/recked on the weft- 
tarn coafts of the Caspian fea j and being landed in Persia they alfo 
met with a variety of no lefs remarkable difafters. I do not find that this 
embafty had any effedt with regard to the raw filk of the northern pro- 
vinces of Persia, though it may be prefumed that the duke had formed 
a feheme of obtaining an ample fupply of this valuable commodity, for 
his own manufadures in Holstein. 

After the Russian grand duke Alexis Miciiaelowitz had re- 
covered Astrach an out of the hands of theXARTATS, we find a 
large quantity of English and Dutch cloths bought by the Russi- 
ans and Armenians in Arch ANGEL, for what they called the As- 
T EACH AN trade. — For when this place fell into their hands, being fo ad- 
vantagioufly fituated, it foon became a confiderable mart, the Tartars 
from fevcral parts of thofe vaft countries which furround it, reforting 
thither for European commodities. Their trade v.'as carried over the 
Caspian into Persia, in thofe wretched veflels which the Russians 
at tliat time built on the Vot ga j for Peter the ore at was then in 
the infancy of his power, and the European manner of building Ihips 
had not as yet been introduced into Russia. 

For a great length of time we do not find that the Russian navigators 
went farther than Niez aba n, from whence they exported the filk of 
Sh irvan.- — T his trade was however frequently interrupted, both on the 
Volga, and on the coaft of the Caspian, by the Kooban and Na- 
GAY Tartars, as well as by the Cossacks and Russian pirates.— 
Shamakee, the capital of Shirvan, on the weftern coaft of the Cas- 
pian, was the rcfidence of the Russian merchants, where they drove a 
confiderable trade.— -But the Lesgl es having invaded Persi a, and plun- 
dered Sham akeE in 1712, Yevreinoff, a Russian merchant, loft 
near aoo,ooo crovms. This accident f© difeouraged the Russian traders, 
that they almoft quitted the field to the Armenians, who were more vi;n- 
terprifing in commerce, as well as more rcfolute in defending their property. 

B 2 But 
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But how great foever the encouragements this nation might have from 
the Persians, we had not lels from Rossi a, in confequence of the 
fervices that nation had received from us, and the natural connexion wc 
had with it. — The czar Peter thought none had fo good a right to a 
commerce through his country to Persia as the English, and had con- 
ceived hopes of making it confiderable enough to engage our attention. — 
His folicitude in purfuing this fcheme was fo great, that he publiflied a 
decree in 1718, permitting all foreigners, as well as his own fubje<fls, to 
import raw filk into his dominions from Pers i a, or from any of the coun- 
tries to the eaftward of Russia j but I could never learn that this had 
any efJedt, becaufe foi'eigncrs thought the conveyance dangerous, if not 
irapradticable, and none but Armen ians or Russ 1 ans were fettled in 
the northern parts of Persia, with a view to carry on this trade. 

Tashmas, the lawful heir of the Persian diadem, being driven into 
Khorasan by the invafion of Mahmui> ® and his Afghans, after the 
death of his father fultan Hussein, who was flain by thofe rebels; 

lie invited Peter the great, in 1722, to come to his aiTidance 

The czar accordingly made prodigious preparations, and marched a great 
army along tlie weilcrn coaft of the Caspian, with which he proceeded 
in perfon as far as Derbend.— It is more than probable that fo wife a 
prince would not have undertaken fuch an expedition, but in purfuit of 
his favourite plan, of direfting the courfe of the filk trade through his 
country. — Indeed he had been fiattered into aperfuafion that the Lesg ee 
Tartars would fubmit to him ; but on the contrary they harrafied the 
Russian army exceedingly, and rendered their march along the coaft 
as dangerous as it was fatiguing.— Befide the weftern coaft of the Caspi- 
an, the czar took poflcfilon of great part of Ghilan ; but thd peafants 
of that country neglected their filk, fo that very little of this commodity 
could be procured from them. The warmth and dampnefs of Ghilan, to-* 
gether wit|i the unwhollome fruits, rendered that province the grave of 
the Russians j for which reafon the emprefs An SR very prudently con- 

« The fan of MiR Vaex, chief of Canpahak. 

fented 
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fentcd to evacuate the country in 1734, without drawing any advantage 
from it. 

To return to Peter the great. A few months before his death 
he requeftcd in a particular manner of an English merchant then on 
his departure* for England, to treat with the merchants in London, a- 
* bout opening a trade through his country to Persia ; but this prince did 
not forefee viU the difRailties attending the undertaking, though he was fen- 
fible of many of them. — His death however put an end to the enquiry at 
that time j and the apprehenfions the British merchants then conceiv- 
ed of the dangers which the trade would be expofed to, proved a hind- 
rance to the attempt, till the year 1738, when an unexpedlcd incident 
happened, which opened a new feene of commercial adventures. 


CHAP. III. 

il/r. Elton V prof^ofal in 1738, to t/je English fn&ors in St. Peters- 
burg, to open a trade through Russia into Persia. — Mr. EuTON’i 
employment in the Ehssian Jervice^ in 1735, till his journey Per- 
sia in 1739. 

S UCH was the lituation of affairs, with regard to the Caspian com- 
merce, when Mr. John Elton, who liad been bred to the fea fer- 
vice, made a propofal in 1738, to fome of the British faflors in $t. Pe- 
tersburg, to carry on a trade through Russia into Persia, by w'ay of 
the Caspi-^n fea. As this gentleman makes a confiderable figure in thefe 
papers, the reader, in all probability, will be curious to have fome account 
of him, and of tne motives which induced him to engage in this under- 

^ Ml*. Richard Mainwa ring. 

taking. 
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taking,— I fliall therefore, to gratify fb reafonable a curiofity, infert the 
following account, extradlcd from that which he gave of himlelf to the 
British merchants, at the time of his making this propofal. 

In the beginning of the year I735» Elton was fent by the court 
of Russia to alBft in the Orenburg expedition in the rank of a fca cap- 
tain. This expedition was commanded by general Wassillie Nekietish' 

Tattischeff, and was intended to eftabiifli an cfFcdtual barrier againft 
the Tartars, and, ia fome meafure, to afeertain and cover the fouth 
eaft frontiers of the empire, by building fortifications, and making fmall 
fettlements on the rivers Samara, and Yaeix ; and, at the Line time, to 
open a communication betwixt the city of Samara on tlie river Volga, 
crofs the Step* quite to Siberia, the diftance of about 800 English 
.miles. Thefe fortifications are at feveral diftanccs from 20 to 40 Russian 
werfts, according to the maps inferted, with garrifons of 100, 200, or 
‘300 men > but thefe fettlements are not yet all made ", 

This it was prefiimed would give a check to the inroads of the neigh- 
bouring Tartars, particularly the Kiergeese, and, in time, become a 
means of civilizing them.-— It was alfo imagined, thata fafe road through 
their country to the great and lefler Bokhara, miglit be difeovered from 
fome of thefe new fettlements. In order to accomplifli this end, it was 
refolved that captain Elfon lliould be fent to e.vplore and examine the 
lake Aral, which lies to the eaflward of the Caspian ; but he could 
never penetrate thither, being prevented by the inteftine broils which then 
broke out among the Baskierkie Tartars, who thougli they have 
been reputed fubje^is to the empire of Russia above a hundred years, 
yet, within that period, have frequently rebelled. So that Mr. Elton 
being difappointed in this defign, employed himfelf whilfl he continued 

Thccomfrion nirnie in Russia for a defert country. 

^ The reader wilJ cbfcrvc what countries border on thefe fettlements, by the two charts, N® If. 
T?nd Hf. annexed, which are part of a manufcript map, but being of, a very large fue, I have divided 
it into threo. 


in 
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ini tl^-^trssiAN fervice, during the Or ENBrjRc expedition, in laying down 
fortvs part of the great rivers, Bella, Kama, Volga, andYAEiK, and 
feveral conllderable rivers that fall into them ^ and in drawing a geogra- 
phical map of tlic fouth eaft frontiers, from the fprings of the Vaeik, 
which rife out of the mountains on the confines of Siberia.— He traced 
that river to the city of Yaeik, through its courie of near 600 English 
miles i and from Yaeik, to the city of Samara, which is 150 English 
miles, all through a defert. 


In this manner he fj>cnt four years, which afforded him a conflant oppor- 
tunity of convcrfing with the different forts of roving Tartars, who inha- 
bit thofe vaft and uncultivated countries ihat lye betwixt Bokhara and the 
weilcrn bounvlaries of Siiikkiaj andlikewife with the Sarts, who arecivi- 
li^red trading Tar r aks, and live in Bokhara, and in the other cities to the 
a’aflvv'ard.— '(.)f tlicfe there are confiderable numbers, who annually crofs 
the SrrH’j from the cities of Khieva and Bokhara, as well as from 
Torchstam), Tashkuxd, Khoji:xd, 6cc. to fome of the new Russi- 
an fettlemcnts.- --There were many Yaeik Cossacks during this fpace 
under liis command, who were taken prifoners in the unhappy expedition 
of princcBECKAvvi/i z, which I thall have occaiion to mention more particu- 
larly hereafter, and who had been llavcs feveral years in Bokhara. From 
the eonvei faviori lie had with thofe people, lie ccuiceived a ftrong notion, 
that if a fai'e road could be flruck out to thofe cities, a very advantageous 
trade might be carried on with them, and great quantities of woollen goods 
vended.— But at length he found it was abfdutcly impracticable to crofs 
the Step from any of thofe new letdements on the Yaeik to Khieva *, 
To|t<|0iS’l>4ND, Tastikund, &c. on account of the perpetual cxcurfions 

of thcKlERGEESE, Kll A RAKHULPACK3 aud KhIVINSKIE TaRTARS, who 

inhabit the Step, and are continually plundering each other. — He con- 
cl udi^ therefore that the only fafe and cafy pallage to Bokhara, lay 
do\yn the river Volg.a, and acrofs the Caspian to Astrabad, or to 
,foi^e other port in the fouth eaft bottom of that fea. 

VC<W>nv)nIy wrote Khiva. I endeavour to adapt the orthography to the tru5.pronuncmtion. 

• ■ Having 
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Having thus contradled a ftrong inclination to vifit Bokhara, he re- 
turned to Petersburg, in January 1738, and quitted her imperial majef- 
ty’s fervice with fotnc diJguft, not having been promoted as he expelled. 
Immediately upon his taking this ftep, he began to entertain tlioughts of, 
going amongft the black Khalmucks, to the eaftward of Khieva, from 
whence gold and other precious commodities were brought into liuROPE. 
— Thefe people had their ambafladors at that time at the court of St. Pe- 
tersburg, who flattered fome foreigners with hopes of meeting with a 
kind reception in their country. This defign, which I fuppofe was looked 
upon as a little extravagant, did not take place > however he flill perflfted in 
his views of making fome new and profitable commercial difeovery. After 
fome time he brought his projedl: to bear, for having cultivated a good 
underftanding with the British factors in St. Petersburg, and entered 
into a clofe conjunction with Mr. Mungo Gr/eme, a young Scotsman, 
they obtained credit, and a fmall cargo of goods proper for Kiiieva and^ 
Bokhara.— With thefe they fet out the beginning of the next year upon 
this expedition, of which as it is remarkable, abounds with very curious 
incidents, and contains many ufeful particulars relating to the fubjeCt of 
thefe papers, I fliall give a fuccinCt narrative of it, faithfully extracted 
from his own journal. 


CHAP. IV. 

Mr. Elton’j journal from Mosco till his arrival at RRshd. 

TTTE left Mosco the 14th of March 1739, and travelled 240 
“ V V werfts ^ with fledges to Murom, a city fituated on the north 
bank of the river Occa. — This river is very confiderable, and falls into 

^ A werR is ^ of an English mile. 
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the VOLGA at NiEZANOVOGORODE. The icc was yct fubfifting, but 
“ full of holes, and rotten j however as it was then a hard froft, clear and 
moonlight, we ventured to traverle it at midnight, and got , fafe over. 
From thence we proceeded about 160 werlis to the city arsamas, here 
“ we found the rivulets much fwelled with the melting of the fnow, and 
, the ice broken up, fo that we could not continue our journey till the wa- 
'* la’s abated, and it was convenient to travel with waggons on wheels, 
with which we had a fair opportunity to provide ourfelves. The latter 
<' part of our journey proved as tedious to us, as it was fatiguing to our 
horfes, being frequently obliged, by the overflowing of the waters, to 
“ leave the main road and go far about. Two of our horfes died tvith fa- 
“ tiguc, and the refl: were greatly harrafled. We arrived at arsamas the 
“ sill, and took up our quarters in an adjacent village. 

“ The 4th of April we provided ourfelves with waggons and frelli carri- 
ers, and finding the w^aters almofl; drained off the land, we departed for 
“ SARATOFF. — Our courfe being to the fouth eaft, travelling began to be 
“ plcafant, the fummer advanced, and the roads grew every day better on 
the STEP, where we found great plenty of wild ducks-, fnipes, heath- 
“ cocks, and other birds, of which we fliot more than enougii to fupply us, 
“ and lived wholly on game. But there was yet no gr.ifs on the sfep, fo 
“ tliat during our four days travelling over it, we were obliged to cany liay 
“ and corn for our horfes ; however we, fliould have found it very agreeable^ 
“ but that one or other of us was conflralncd to be continually on the watch, 
“ for fear of a furprize. There are houfes called zaimoras, built for the 
“ accommodation of travellers in winter, . about 20 werfls diflant. In thefe 
“ cottages we were forced to take up our lodgings, water in other places 
“ being very fcarce. Thefe z ajmoras are harbours for rogues, as well as 
“ for honed travellers, which obliged us to be more than ufual on ovir guard j 
neither could we put any confidence in our waggoners. We had only two 
** RUSSIAN fervants with us, fo that we divided ourfelves in the night into 
“ two watches, a method which we afterwards continued all the w'aydovvn 
the VOLG A. 

3 0'3 6 
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** April the 15th. We arrived at the city of saratoff, and waited on the 
** weyvode’j wc found great difficulty to get quarters, the town having 
been burnt about a year before. As the Armenians, whom we were in 
hopes to have found here, had failed two days before j we were much 
** didreffed how to get a palTage, no vedcl being obtainable but large boats 
** which were bound down the volga with meal, and might probaWy 
** be a month in their paflage to astrachan. The large lotkas™ and ca- 
noes, which ufed to be here in great numbers, were either gone or going 
on the Rurgeon fifhery, and could not be either hired or purchafed on any 
** terms. Thus we were under the flrongeft difficulty imaginable how to 
“ get to astrachan time enough to fecure our paffage over the cas- 

** PIAN. 


“ While we were under this dilemma, a veffel arrived with paffiengers 
from SAMARA, and being informed that there was a lotka belonging • 
** to her, bad as llie was, we determined to buy her. The reader will 
** eafily comprehend what ffie was, by the inconfiderable price of three 
** rubles and an half, which we gave for her. It required two days to pre- 
« pare her for the voyage 3 in the mean time we engaged iive hands to go 
** with us to ASTRACHAN. The third day we put our goods and part of 
“ our baggage and provifions on board 3 but the far greateft part of the latter 
“ we were forced to take out again to be fent after us by the firft opportu- 
“ nity, for there was only room for our oars, and two of us to fit in the . 
‘‘ ftern. When we all got into the boat, being now ten in number, ffie Twain 
“ fo deep that we were extremely irrefolute whether to proceed in her or 
“ not. But fenfible of the lingular advantage of joining the Armenians, 

** who were gone before us, delirous alfo to crofs tlie Caspian in the fame 
** vclTel with them, and perfuaded that if wc miffed this opportunity, we 
** might lofe half the fummer before another veffel failed for reshd, or 
“ that arriving there late in the feafon, we might be forced to winter in ghi- 
“ LAN 3 we ufed our utmoft expedition in difpatching all things for our de- 
“ parture, and refolved to proceed with her. On the fecurity of our little 

] The cl^ iii^gidrace, who aded as governor. f Boats fo called. , 

• , cargo 
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“ cargo all our hop6s of opening a trade depended } and to arrive at astra« 

** CHAN with our goods damaged) was the fame as not to arrive there at 
“ all. Thefc difficulties made us forget the dangers, to which we were ex- 
pofed from a party of pirates, who we were informed hovered about zo- 
“ LOTOVA. We had fire arras more than fufficient, and not hearing that 
thefe robbers were as yet provided with them, we made no queftion of 
“ our capacity of defending ourfelves in cafe they ffiould attack us, 

“ April the 20th. Wefet fail, and left saratoff, but were detained fome 
“ hours every day by contrary winds, which blew frefli j this obliged us to 
go v^cry near the entrance of zolotova inlet, which on a fudden brought 
“ us in fight of a party of at leaft 40 perfons, who were on the bank with 
fix large boats. We inftantly flood to our arms, and demanded who they 
“ were, they anfwered that they belonged to nisnanovogorode, and 
“ were going to astrachan. We rowed down about a mile lower, and 
“ went afliore, but before we had well landed, the crew of one of the fuf- 
pe<fled boats put off, and came diredtly down to us j but as we kept our 
“ people under arms, flie held on her way down the volga. We met 
“ with many alarms of the like kind in our pafiage, fometimes fiom the 
RUSSIANS, fometimes from the khalmucks; and the winds being often 
contrary, and our boat fo very deep laden, we were frequently obliged to 
“ make faft to tlie fliore, by which means it was a fortnight before we reach* 

“ ed ASTRACHAN, whcrc, as may be very eafily conceived, we arrived 
“ thoroughly fatigued ; fince there was no room to lye down in the boat, 
and to llcep fitting was alraoft as bad as being without fleep j befides, the 
■“ danger of being furprized, permitted us to take at the moft only broken 
“ {lumbers, 

“ May the 4th, being at astrachan, we fecured our boat, and, after 
“ taking our reft, landed our goods and baggage. Here we found the arme- 
“ Nj ANs whom we fo much defired to join j they intended to load their goods 
one of tlie veffels belonging to the crown, which was to fail for resiio 
“ in three weeks. In this interval we informed ourfelves of the nature of 

C 2 “ the 
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“ the PERSIAN trade, and how it 'was carried on by the Russians, as well 
as the ARMENIANS. The latter lufpedling our defign were very fliy in 
giving us information ; and as we eafily perceived this, we could not rely 
“ on what they faid. They acknowledged however, that the trade from 
“ ASTRACHAN to PERSIA had hitherto been free and open; that foreign 
“ merchants importing goods into Persia, might carry them to what maf- 
ket they liked bed, and difpofe of them to whom they pleafed; but that 
“ this year all goods brought to reshd were obliged to be fold there; and 
“ that the sham’s fon would not permit any one to buy them, except his 
own merchants ; for although they might keep their goods, if they did 
not like the price which thole merchants offered, yet they were not al- 
lowed to carry them to any other market, or permitted to fell them to any 
“ other perlbn ; and that the shah’s fon had engrofl'ed all the law iiik to 
“ himfelf, fo that this commodity was to be procured only of his mcr- 
y chants. 

Things being tlius circumdanced, we determined to proceed directly 
from ASTRACHAN to KHiEVA, and thence to Bokhara, for which 
‘‘ places the goods vve had with us were very proper. Here was a velfcl 
bound for cape karagaxskoi, on the ead fide of the Caspian, from 
“ whence, by traverfing the s eep, in about ten days we miglit arrive at 
xiiiEVA, and proceed from thence to Bokhara. Two Russian fac- 
‘‘ tors intended to make this voyage, as well as feveral kmivinskik tar- 
“ tars, who came in tlie fame veffel from cape karaganskoi the year 
“ before.— We were defirous to fee Bokhara, and from thence to come 
“ home through Persia, thinking ourfelves fecure of felling our goods 
there for a confiderablc profit, and in the right road at the fame time of 
“ gaining a tolerable acquaintance with a country fo little known to e:u- 
ROPEANs, and of carrying on a trade in which we chiedy placed our 
“ hopes. But we found the veflel old and crazy, and^ were told, that in 
‘‘ palling the step to khieva, we Ihould run the greated hazard of being 
plundered and fold for Oaves: for though the khan of the tartars 
iliould, on notice of this vedcl's arrival, fend a fmail efcort to meqt and 

• “ protect 
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« protect the cai'avan, yet this was a flender fecurlty, fince as the tartars 
« are crafty and fubtle, and wonderfully {killed in ftratagems, he might at the 
“ fame time fend a much ftronger party to plunder it. But what prevailed 
“ on us mofl; to defift from this expedition, was the certain intelligence wc 
“ had of the Persians invading that country; fo that had we arrived fafe 
‘‘•at KiiiEVA and Bokhara, there could be but little hopes of our return- 
“ ing home by the way of Persia ; and thus the principal end of our 
“ journey would have been defeated. We now therefore turned our eyes 
“ directly towards Persia, though even on that fide we had but a gloomy 
“ profpeCl, and obferving that the Armenians fliipped off goods for reshdj 
“ it encouraged us to run the fame rilk, as without lome riik nothing could 
“ be done. 

May the 23d. Being informed by the lieutenant, who was the com- 
“ niander of the admiralty, that a velfel belonging to the empress was on de- 
“ parture for reshd, we immediately put our goods and baggage aboard her^ 
‘‘ and proceeding down the Volga, the next day we arrived at yerkie. 
‘‘ A midfhipman, who was the commanding officer there, gave us the befl: 
•' quarters he could procure. Thehoufesin that place are very mean, ex- 
cept that belonging to the admiralty, which confiffs of four rooms, wliere 
“ four midihipmen were lodged. We arrived at verkik five days before 
“ the ARMENIANS, and wctc forccd to remain there four days longer, be- 
“ fore tlicy had loaded their goods, and the veiicl could be put into a condi- 
“ tioii to fail. 

“ June the 3d. Having left yerkie In fair weather and a calm, we 
“ drove w'ith the flream over the bar. After a paflage of 14 days, we ar- 
“ rived fafe in f.nzellee road, and the next day got over that bar, and en- 
“ tered the haven. 

“ The next day wc warped over enzellee lake, and came to perrt- 
BAZAR, a fmall village cn the fouth bank of the lake. Here the per- 
“ SIAN cuftom-houfe officers had their ffation, and all the goods defign- 
'' ed for RESHD are landed, 
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Mr, ELTON’i journal continued^ from bis arrival at reshd till bis obtain- 
ing a decree of riza kouli myrza, fbe regent of Persia, in favour 
if the BRITISH merchants. * 

« TUNE the 21ft. We landed our goods and baggage, and after they had 
“ «J been vihted by the cuflom-houfe officers, we proceeded diredly with 
them to RESHD, which is eight English miles diflant. The goods were 
“ lodged inthecuflom-houfe, and remained there about three days, in which 
“ time they were opened, viewed, valued, and delivered to us ; the duty 
was 5 per cent, on their valuation, the amount of which they left at our 
“ pleafurc to difeharge when we thought fit. We were obliged to take up 
“ lodgings in a very indifferent caravanferai j indeed the beft of them are very 
“ mean, the rooms having no light but from the door, fo that they appeared 
“ like the cells of a jail in our own country. But at length we procured a 
“ houfe, in a fituation fo pleafant that it feemed a heaven to us. Our great- 
ell concern now was, in what charader to ad:, being fuch entire llrang- 
ers, and the firft Englishmen tliat were known to have come hither o- 
ver the Caspian on account of trade. As it was moft agreeable to our 
inclinations, fo it was our primary intention, to live privately, and re- 
turn home unobferved j but this vve found to be a Icheme abfolutely 
irapradicable, for thejoui.FA Armenians "at astracii an, as well as 
“ thofc who came over in the fame veflel with us, being much alarmed 
“ at the notions which, through jcaloufy and fear, they had formed of pur 
“ defign, had acquainted every body who we were, particularly the gover- 
nor of the province of ghilan, whom we were well affured they had en- 
dcavoured to prejudice againft us. In this fituation we laboured to pro- 
“ cure the very bell information we could, of the difpofition and temper 
“ of the PERSIANS, and determined to ad in our prop'er charader as mer- 
chants. This refolution being once formed, to prevent his fending to en- 

quire 

* Inhabitants of jqvlfa near is-fakak. 
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“ quire after us, we waked on the mustapha, who commanded the city in 
his abfence. We informed him that we were Englishmen, come with 
a fmall cargo of English cloth, to fee how it would fell in ghilan, and 
“ to buy raw filk } that if, upon the experiment, we Ihould find it anfwer, 
our dcfign was to engage largely in the trade, and efiablifli a factory in 
“•ghilanj that as one of us was a fcaman*', as well as merchant, it was 
“ proper to take a furvey of the Caspian, that we might know if it was 
“ navigable, and how far we might venture our goods on it j alfo to enquire 
** if the vclTels that now traverfed the Caspian were to be trulled, or wlie- 
“ ther we Ihould be obliged to have vefifels of our own. 

“ To which the mustapha replied, that the shah was a great encou- 
rager of trade, without doubt, would favour our defign; that we 
might depend on indulgence and proteflion in all things we could reafon- 
“ ably defire ; and that he would immediately make a report of us to the 
“ VIZIR wlio was in the country. The favourable manner in which, 
“ our j)roje£l was received, gave us great pieafure ; however we thought 
it necefiary to pay our refpeds to the vizir himfelf, as foon as pofiible. 

“ June the 27th, Having provided ourfelves with horfes, we fet out for 
“ lahijan, a city about 50 werfis to the eaftward of reshd, where the 
VIZIR had a country feat, the heats being much more moderate there than 
“ at RESHO. It was late in the evening when we arrived at lahijan. Our 
“ guide and interpreter, who was a Persian that fpoke russ, carried us di- 
rc« 5 lly to the calentar % whofe eldefi; fon received us very civilly. When 
‘‘ the CALENTAR camc home, he repeated the compliments which his fon 
“ had made us, ordered fupper, and appointed us an apartment in his hoafe. 
‘* After fupper we retired, and were followed by the calentar’s eldefi fon, 
who brought two of his countrymen with him. Finding that they drank 

® Here Mr. Etron firft made a difeovery of what he ought in all prudence to have concealed. 

** Signifies a writer ; there are of diflferent orders. 

' Vifir is the next officer to the govemw, 

* Town-clerk. 
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ftrong liquors, and had excellent lemon-juice, we treated them with punch, 
“ which lafted till midnight, at which time our brandy was near expended } 
■ for we did not exped to find any admirers of llrong liquors among the na- 
tives of PERSIA. 

“ June the 28th, About fun-rife we waited on the vizir, having previoufly 
fent our prefent, as nc' oerfon in tliat country appears before a great man, 
“ for the firll time, wifU. u: a gift of fomc kind or otlier. He ?eccived us 
“ very kindly, bidding nvs welcome ; and immediately chairs were brought 
us to fit down. Our interpreter informed him who we were, and on 
“ what account we came into Persia, and begged in our names the favour 
of his proteftion. He anfwered, that as we were ftrangers, fo he reck^ 
ojitd us his guefts ; and therefore had we not come about any particular 
“ bufinefs, it was his duty to do all in his power to ferve us : that as to our 
defign, he would talk to us about it, when he came to resud, and then 
“ he W'ould forthwith make a report to the shah, who he was afllircd would 
“ not fail to ihew us fiivour. He entertained us with coftce, tea, and fwcet- 
“ meats, but excufed himfclf that he could not afk us to dine with him that 
day, becaufc he was to go immediately to reshd ; however he dcfircd that 
“ we would refi ourfelves wnth the calentar, who would be very glad of 
our company. The houfc of the vizir flood at the weft end of a large ob- 
long court, of green turf, enclofed with a wall, a quarter of a mile in 
circumference. The ea(l end of the houfe was a large covered gallery, 
** in which is a fountain, and from whence wc had the command of a coun- 
“ try that would have afforded an excellent landfkip, the profpedl to the 
eaflward and-the adjacent lands, being intcifj>erfed with mountains, woods, 
“ and vales, fo that-nothing could be more delightful. At the farther end of 
“ the -gallery fat the vizir, on each fide of him feveral Persians of diflindion, 
who, fmoakiiig thek calean, obferved a profound filence. The vizir had 
** the command of a 1000 men: in theabfenceof the governor he has a 
guard of 100 men, whom 'he ordered to be drawn ftp under the gallery, 
“ in two lines facing each other, intending it as a compliment to us. 


Af We 
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We then returned to the calentar’s houfe, with whom we were 
“ now become in Tome meafure acquainted j and retired to our apart- 
“ ments when we plcafed. Curiolity to fee us encreafed the number 
“ of his guefts ; Among feveral perfons of note there came three aftrolo- 
“ gers, who were drelTed in white, with .large turbants of the fame co-* 

* lour. The Persians to this day are great lovers of adrology, and pay 
“ a profound refpedf to the profelTors of it, relying much on their predic- 
" tions j we fliewed them a particular regard, and the more as we ap- 
“ prehended they were fent by the vizir, on purpofe to give their opinion 
of us. Our intcrjTTCtcr, without our knowledge, had informed them 
“ that JOHN ELTON • was a proficient in allronomy, which induced one 
of them to fend us, by way of prefent, a Persian Kaknder very fair- 
“ ]y written. The vizir having ordered his iervants to kill a deer, of 
« which there arc great plenty in the neighbouring mountains, at noon 
they returned with a fat buck, on part of which we fupped that night. 

Next morning we took leave of the calentar, and returned to 
“ reshd, not without being much incommoded by the heat, otherwife 
this would have been a very pleafant journey. On every fide wc faw 
“ groves of all kinds of fruit trees, and gardens abounding with water- 
“ mel.ons, wliich were now in feafon. The number of fmall trenches, 
“ that convey running water to the rice fields, yield a very refreflaing 
“ fight in thofe extreme heats, and frequently allayed our thirft. 

“ July the id. This afternoon wc waited on the vizir, and repeated 
“ to him the view of cur coming into Persia, upon which we had 
“ a long difeourfe with him; the refult was, that with regard to the 
« sTOods we now brought with us, the shah’s merchant would buy them, 
and give as much as any other perfon ; and if we pleafed we juiglit go 
“ to the shah’s fon at mesched, and negotiate our own affairs ; but we 
“ had already intimated that fo long a journey did not fuit with our prefent 

* It muft be obfervei^, that this journal, though more immediately given by j. eltos, is wrote in 
the plural as from him, and his companion or /eme alfo. 

VoL. L. D 
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fituation : he then hinted to us, that if we would draw up a petition, 
« explaining what thofe privileges were which wc defired, he would 
diredly forward it to the shah's fon, w^ho he affured us would not hc- 
“ fitate to grant a decree in cur favour. Having fo fair an opportuni- 
« ty, and "finding the Persian trade would anfwer, v/e immediately 
embraced the \ jeir's oficr, and returned him our thanks, tehing hirft 
** that we would draw up a petition as loon as poflihle, and lay it before 
him for bis approbation. 
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After taking our leave of the VIZIR, we went to the shah’s merchant, 
with whom wc ('itcouried ibr a long time. He cmjuiivd paitieusarly a- 
bout the nature of our trade, whether the company of enoli hi mer- 
chants, who traded to St. Petersburg, was tnc fame tiiat tiadtu to Is- 
fahan, by w^ay of east india. We anfwercd all his queflions to 
fatisfaClion, and informed him of what had palled in out touvcii.uion 
with the VIZIR, and our intention of fending a petition to the shah 's fim 
at MESCHED, !o dcfirc his protedioii, and a free trade into his domini- 
ons. At this he exprefled great fatisfadbion, and obferved, that ns our 
petition related to trade, it would be referred to Jiis mailer, the shah’s 
prijicipal merchant, who is his treafurer and a great favourite, to whom 
he would write particularly concerning us ; at the lame time he allured 
us of his readinefs to do all the good offices in his power. We tliank- 
ed him, and added, that as we intended to return very foon to astra- 
c HAN, it would be of fingular advantage to us to have our bufineis 

fpeedily difpatched. 


“ The next day we drew up a petition in English, of which we pro- 
cured a tranflation into the Persian language, in the befl manner we 
were able j tlie following contains the feverai articles. 
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To Riza Kouli Myrza, regent of Persia. 

The petition of j. elton and m. gii^eme, in behalf of the British 

company of merchants. 

I. “ ^ i ^ H A T the BRITISH company may n?,vigate the Caspian, and 
“ X. at all other times, without reftraint, fail w'ith merchandize 
“ to and from any of the shah's ports on that fea. 

II. “ That they may at all times import merchandize into any part of 
“ the shah’s dominions in Persia, india, or Bokhara, paying fuch 
“ duty only on importation as the fulijcds of Persia ufually pay •, and 
“ invert tlic produce in raw filk, or any otlier commodity of the shah’s 
“ dominions, paying fuch duties 6n exportation, as the lubjcds of per- 
“ SI A pay. 

HI. Tliat they may have liberty to hire or buy lioufes or warehoufes 
“ in any part of the shah’s dominions, and there difpofe of their goods 
to the heft advantage, without being liable to any other duty than w'hat 
“ was firrt paid on importation. 

IV. “ That th.c company may have all portible protedion for their 
“ perfons and efifeds, in every part of the shah’s dominions, and leave 

to depart thence freely at all times, as tlieir occafions fhall require. 

V. “ That the company will be ready at all times to contrad: with 
“ the shah’s merchant? for any (juantky of cloth for cloathing the per- 

SIAN army, or any other ufe, the shah’s merchants agreeing for the 
“ price, and delivering patterns for fuch cloths. That when the faid 
“ cloth ihall be imported according to contrad, if the shah’s merchants 
“ find any of them inferior to the pattern, they may rejedthemj but for 
what they fli.aU receive, they are to pay the company ready money. 
“ That whatever cloths are refufed, the company may fell tJiem in any 
pi^rt of the shah’s dominions, on the bell terms they can. 

D 2 
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The company will be at all times ready to contfadl with the shah's 
merchants for any quantity of any other fort of goods ; and they defire 
“ that no delays may be made on the part of the shah’s merchants, in 
“ receiving goods for which they have contra(3:ed. 

VI. That if they fhall contract with private Persian merchants for 
any certain quantity of goods, and a difpute fhali arife about the dc- 

“ livery or payment of the fame, the governor of that province fhall de- 
“ cide the difference ; but if the company fliall not chufe to abide by 
“ the decifion of the governor, that then they may have leave diredlly 
“ to appeal to tlic shah himfelf. 

VII. “ That if any of their fiiips fiiall arrive at any other of the Shah’s 
“ ports befides resiid, and they fiiall not be furnifiied with Persian 

money enough to difeharge the duty of fuch goods as they import, 
then the receiver of the cuftoms of fuch port fliall take a bill of ex- 
“ change on the company’s houfe at reshd, for the amount of fuch 
** duty. 

VJII. “ That when the company /hall have paid duty on goods ini- 
ported, the laid goods fiiall not be liable to any farther duty on any 
pretence whatlbever, although fuch goods arc carried from the place 
where they are landed, to any other part of the shah’s dominions. 

IX. “ That goods imported by the company, not for the shah’s ufe. 
but defigned to be Ibid in tfie inland parts of his dominions, may not 

“ be liable to be wholly unpacked by the cuftom- houfe officers, but only 
“ fo far opened as may fatisfy them there is no fraud defigned, and 
** that the contents of the bales are really fuch as they are reported to 
“ be. 

X. ** That they may have a broker appointed to attend them, who, if 
** required, may be a witnefs betwixt them and any perfon they may con * 

‘ ‘ trabl with, or fell goods to j alfo for any otlier llich ufc. 
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“ We humbly beg that this our bufinefs may be fpeedlly dif- 
“ patched, that we may return vvith our report j and if, 

“ through tlie Ihort time we have had to draw up this Pe- 
** tition, we have forgotten any material articles, we hum- 
“ bly defire we may obtain them next year. 

Signed and fealed ^ ^ ^ 

® Grveme# 

” When this petition was tranflated, we prefented it to the vizir and 
« alfo to the merchant, who approved of it ; w^e informed them at the 
“ fame time that vve had nothing but a gold repeating watch of curious 
“ vvoiktnanihip, worthy of tlie regent’s acceptance. They both thought 
it proper to fend the watch as a prefent with the pethion; therefore 
“ having prepared firir copies in our oWn and the Persian language, we 
“ delivered them to the merchant, together with the repeating watch, and 
“ a plaiii gold one for the regent’s treafurer. On the 4th of July they 
“ were all font forward to mesciied. 

“ The few goods we had brought vvith us, we fold to the regent’s 
merchant, who bargained with us very fairly, and gave us as good a 
“ price as vve could have obtained of any of the private merchants W'ho 
“ valued them. 

The regent, after the example of his father, had entered into very 
oppreflive mcafures, by buying up all European goods, as well as raw 
filk, making himfclf the only merchant in Persia. Complaints being 
“ made to him of the pernicious confequences of this policy by the ca- 
“ LENTAR of RESHD, vvho w'as deputed by the people of that city, he 
“ ordered him to be firangled, under pretence that by fuch reprefentations 
“ his authority W'.s contemned} however, this projed; wounded the per- 
** SIAN merchants in a mod fenfihle manner, and could not therefore, in 
“ the opinion of the wifeft heads, be of any long duration. 


“ A month 
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A month and Ceven days being expired fince we forwarded our pe- 
“ tition, and the feafon drawing near for the departure of the laft fliips 
“ from. PERSIA to ASTRACHAN, wc began to be impatient for an anfwer. 
“ We reprefented to the vizir the neceflity we were under of returning 
“ to RUSSIA in the autumn, otherwdfe we muft lofe a whole year. The 
“ VIZIR replied, that one of us at leaf!: ought to ftuy, to do honour to 
“ the regent’s decree ; and dropt fcveral expreflions, intimating the dan- 
“ ger himfelf diourd be expofed to, if he permitted us to depart. He dc- 
fired that Mr. elton fiiould remain, and that he would fend Mr. 
“ GR*^ME poll by land to the Russian frontiers, and provide him a fafe 
“ convoy at the shah’s expence. Whilll this matter, fo interefling to 
‘‘ us, w'as in agitation, the 15th of Augufi; a courier arrived witli a de- 
crcc, which we received with. much fatisfa^ion. We prefented the 

courier with a complete Persian habit, which, according to the ciii- 
“ tom of tlie country, he wore in honour of us, and, in return, Jic in- 
“ filled on our fervants acceptance of three gold ducats. The decree was 
« conceived in the following terms. 

The decree of Riza Kouli Myrza. 

« high commandment confifts in this, that we have condef- 

“ cended to grant the petitioners the contents of their liumble 

“ petition ; and be it known to the mofi: excellent Bcgler Begs, inolf 

“ honourable governors and commiffioners of our empire of iran 

“ which refembles paradife j the country of balkh, and its dependencies. 

* 

“ Whereas fome honourable English merchants have arrived here from 
“ the eiDpire of Russia, wc* have given them liberty, and hereby allow 
“ tlion to land their goods, with ail freedom, in iiny of our ports of the 
“ CAST ; AN, and fiom thence to carry them to any market of our eni* 
“ pile, particularly to our provinces of khorasan, herak, pars, 

VAUS-'KR, RODSHA'JN, VEZID, KHERMAN, BALKH, ANHIHOBAD, 

STRABRAN, aiid to the banks of the river amu, to the confine.s of 

BAD- 
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<•' BADDUKHSHAN, CABUL, COSBIN, PSTAGNE, tO thc empire of IKDIA, 

“ and to the banks of thc river attok ; And that they be permitted 
“ and indulged to purfue their journies with their merchandize, without 
“ the lead interruption or difturbancc, we have ordered all the fubjedls 
“ of our empire to give them all reafonable affiftance. When they 
lliall have determined at any port or place to open their goods, and ex- 
“ pofe them to fale, they may at all times do fo without interruption ; 
“ and what remains unfold, they are left at the liberty to tranfport them 
“ %vherc they plcafe, in veffels or on loads. Upon fuch vefl'els or carriages 
on which their goods Ihall be loaded, the cudomary duty only fhall be 
taken, and by no means any more fliall beexaded from them. 

“ If thcTc ENOLisfi mex'cliants defire to buy up and export any of the 
‘‘ commodities of the empire, in that they fliall meet with no manner of 
“ hindrance, but lhall find the fame indulgence as any other merchants 
\\hatlbcver. When their vdTeh or merchandize fijall happen to arrive at 
any port or place where there fhall be no evgush conful, or English 
“ houfe, or though tlicrc Oinll be an English houie, yet if they have 
tu) incliixation to land their goods, no force fiiali be ufed to oblige 
“ them to land them, nor (hall they, under any prefence, be detained, 
“ after paying the nfual duty, and taking a receipt or difcliarge for the 
“ fame, if it fiiould happen, that tiiey have no money ready to pay thc 
** duty on goods they lliall import into any other port or place befides 
“ RicsiiD, then they may give an aflignment on their houfe at reshd. 
“ If they lliall hive oecafion to hire, or buy vefiels, for carrying off, or 
bringing on fihore tlicir goods, the commanders of our ports are herc- 
by commanded to give them all reafonable nffiflance therein. If thefe 
merchants dcfire to fell their goods out of their own quarters, houfes, 
“ or warehoufes, we give them full power fo to do j and let none have 
“ tlie affurance to, interrupt them, under pretence that the goods have 
« not been regularly viewed by the cuftorn.houfe officers ; but at thc 
« fame time we expebl tliey will not offer goods to fale, that have not been 
regularly reported at the cuftom -houfe, to the injury of our revenues. 

“ if 
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“ If the ENGLISH merchants defire to hire, buy, or build houfes at 

RESHD, or in any otlier port or place, in that we order them to have 

“ all reafonable affiftance, but the inhabitants of fuch places lhall not be 

“ conftrained to part witlf^tlicir houfes, againft their inclination; yet 

they fliall treat the English with all imaginable civility and refpedc. 

« 

If any of the goods they fliall import, be thought proper by our com- 
mifl’aries for ourfelf, fuch may be taken by them for our ufe, at the 
fame price as they would be fold to other people, our commiflaries pay- 
“ ing ready money, and they fliall not bo obliged to part with, or de- 
“ liver goods, wirliout ready money ; and in fuch payments let none dare 
to give them the leaf!: trouble, under pain of our higheft difpleafnre. 
‘‘ Whatfoever goods they fliall bring, that fliall not be thought proper for 
our ufe, they have liberty to fell them to whom they pleafe, without 
hindrance or delay ; and thefe the English merchants have leave to fhip 
“ oflj and carry to what place they fliall think moil: convenient ; and if 
“ any differences happen in trade, and tliey lhall come to hearing or trial, 
“ the commiflaries of the place arc ordered to give immediate fcntence 
“ without partiality. 

In vvliatfoevcr port the enijlish merchants fliall pay their duty, 
there they are to have a written difcharge, in which fliall be fet forth, 
“ for what goods they have paid duty, and the amount thereof, that 
“ they may not be liable to pay duty for tlicm again, in any other port 
“ or place. The cuftom-houfe officers are not to break open and unpack 
their bales, but to take the merchant’s word for the contents of them, 
“ that they may fuftoin no damage. In whatever province thp English 
** merchants fliall arrive, our mofl: excellent Begler Begs, and other our 
« honourable commanders, arc hereby ordered to fliew them all imagin- 
able refpea;, nor to allow or fuffer any perfon whatfoever, to affront or 
raoleft them. And feeing the petitioners are only *acquainted with the 
EUROPEAN language, and cannot confer with our fubjedls without an in- 
“ terpretcr, it is neceffary their brokers fliould be men acquainted with both 

‘f languages. 
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“ languages. If they defife fuch interpreters, though they arc chriftians, 
“ they have leave to make ufe of them without reftraint. 

“ The petitioners are received under our mofi: gracious protedion : the 
watch which they fent was received j and as a mark of our favour, by 
V the bearer hereof, we prefent them with 50 rubles : and we hereby 
“ command our mofi; high trufly treafurers and regifters of our empire, 
to regifter this our high decree, and put it in execution, under pain of 
** our higheft difpleafure. 

Written at mesched in the Shumafnel Saneuf 1152 years ^ 

( ) The place of the feal of 

Riza Kouli Myrza. 


CHAP- VI. 


Mr. ELTON returrjs to St. Petersburg. His farther proceedings in efla^ 
.blifliingthe Caspian trade^ till the delivery cf his memorial to the honour-' 
able Mr. finch. 

I N the preceding extradf from Mr. el ton's journal, the reader will, 
without queftion, obferve that the regent’s decree was in every rcfpe£t 
as full and clear as could pofilbly be defired^ and tho’ I believe fome la- 
titude was taken in the tranflation of it, yet it was the regent’s mean- 
ing to give all poffible encouragement to the trade propofed. to paying 
ready money for goods taken for the ufe of the crown, it was never prac- 
tifed in our time ; it was called ready money, but it generally proved a 
laborious task, and required fome time to recover it ; and as to contradf- 

Auguft 1739. 
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contra<fllng for goods on patterns previous to their arrival, it is not prac- 
tifcd in PERSIA. 

The 50 crowns fent by the regent as a prcfent, lias no air of grandeur, 
but it was difeovered after foine time, that the execrable wrctcii who was 
entruded vvitli the gold repeating watch, had delivered only a mean oae 
of lilver. 

Mr. r.LTON having received the decree, prefented It to the governor j 
who received it Handing, in the moH: refpecftfal manner, putting it fird up 
to liis forehead, with both his hands, according to the manner of the 
PERSIANS. The whole company rofe up at the fame time, and when 
the governor had again taken his feat, he read the decree, and gave it 
to the VIZIR for his perulal. He dellred likewife that he might have 
a copy thereof, in order to communicate the fame to all whom it con- 
cerned, and enter it alfo on the public regifter. At the fame time he 
infifted that Mr. elton (hould remain in Ghilan, from a prefumption 
that tile regent would make very particular enquiries concerning him and 
his partner. Mr. elton reprefented that his Haying there would fru/ h ate 
the ends of the decree which the regent had given him ; becaufc Iiis em- 
ployment required him to repair forthwith to St. Petersburg, in order 
to fettle matters \yith his conftituents. Accordingly leaving Mr, gras me, 
he departed the aad of Augufl: for Russia, and after meeting with tedi- 
ous delays, and feme unkind ufage during his quarentine at the mouth of 
the VOLGA, he arrived in St. Petersburg about the end of January 1740. 

The luccefs he had in Persia procured him a kind reception from the 
ENGLISH fadtors, who after confulting their principals in lonj3on, dclired 
he would prefent a memorial to his majefty’s minifter at the court of Rus- 
sia, the lubflance of which will appear from the following extrads. 


Extrads 
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Extracts of a memorial delivered by j. e lton, to the honourable Mr. 
E. FINCH, his majefty’s minifter at St. Petersburg. Dated in St. 
PETERSBURG, July 1740. 

<c / I’A he northern provinces of Persia produce the greateft quanti- 
X ty, and the beft fort of raw filkj and from thence the fouthern 
“ provinces, and the lilk manufactories at mesciied, as well as thofe in 
“ TURKEY, are fupplied. The provinces moft abounding in filk arc 
GHiLAN, the principal city in which is reshd j shirvan, the capi- 
*' tal of which is shamakie; a ran % of which the chief city is 
“ ganja; the two former of theic provinces are on the fouth well 
“ (1 lores of the Caspian fca, and the latter is adjacent. 

" Since nadir shah’s accellion to the throne of Persia, he has 
made MFSCHKD, the capital of khorasan, his favourite city, and 
“ confcquently the ieat of the Persian empire j fo that by the extra- 
“ ordinary privileges with which he has endowed that capital, and by 
other meafures that he liath taken to aggrandize it, he has in fome 
“ meafurc drained Isfahan of its inhabitants. 

“ Riza kouli myrza, regent of Persia, and eldefl fon to na- 
DIR SHAH, hath cttablilhed his refidence at mesched for fome 
years pad, during his fatlier’s abfcnce in india*, in which time he 
hath taken the city of Balkh, and cleared the frontiers of khora- 
“ SAN from the turkumans and ousbeg tartars, who ufed fre- 
quently to infefl: them. ’Tis prefumed likewifc that the city of BOK- 
*“ HARA has by this time fubmitted to the Persians. 

“ The feat of the Persian empire being thus removed fo near to the 
“ CASPIAN, for MESCHED is but ail eafy journey from the port of as- 
“ TRABAD, is, without doubt, a very lucky circumllance for our mcr- 
““ chants, who by that means are enabled to fupply it with europe- 
AN commodities, particularly with w'oollen goods, which is an article 

* Aran b generally wrote E r 1 v a n . 
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“ of very great confequencej as all tlie Persians, from the higheft to 
“ the knveih ellcem and prefer woollen cloatlis to their own cheaper hlk- 
“ cn manufiKftures, infomneh that they never wear hofe of any fort hut 
“ fuch as are made of woollen cloth 

“ To fuj>ply tiic capital city of Persia, and the adjacent province^ 
« with woollen goods and other European commodities, is not the only 
motive that Ihould determine the British merchants to eftablifli their 
principal mart at mesched. The confideration of the advantageous 
“ fituation of that city, ought to cany their views much fartherj for it 
lies mod txjmmothoufly to anfwer the demands of the neiglibouring 
parts of TARTAR V. For whoever confiders the great extent of 
“ both the BOKHARANS, the kingdoms of tangut and Thibet, to- 
“ gether with the va£t trails of land that border upon them, mud at 
« the fame time fee that they contain many great and populous cities ; 
•* even their uncultivated lands are inhabited by millions of people, who 
^ are fond of European commodities: from whence wc mud conclude, 
that a very advantageous trade might be carried on with them tlirough 
MESCHEDj for caravans come to this place from all the cities in the 
“ great and little Bokhara, and from feveral of the cadern cities of 
“ PERSIA, alio trom CABUL, kandahar, and the northern frontiers 
of iNT/iA. And without all quedion, when thofe cities are certain of 
finding at mesched plenty of all the forts of European goods that 
“ they want, and at the fame time an increafed demand for their own 
“ commodities, their caravans mud quickly become more rich, and there- 
“ fore more numerous ; by which means alone the British merchants, 
•' without carrying their goods further than mesched, will be able to 
pulh their commerce to the utmod limits of the extenlivc countries 
“ abovcnientioned. 

** That the British merchants may command this Bokhara trade, 
whenever they pleafe, is obvious to a degree that cannot be fold to rer 

When they wear iioie they aie made h.',fe in the manner of boots, tho* they do not ufe them in 
Tsdin^sj but wove focki is the common clothing of their feet. * 

“ quire 
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** quire any proof. They liave nothing to do but to fend their goods from 
** St. PETERSBURG, and from thence, partly by land, and partly by water, 
“ to ASTRACHAN, wlicrc they may embark them to crofs the cas- 
“ PI AN fca, to the port of astrabad, in the fouth eaft bottom of the 
“ CASPIAN,' and from thence there is but a little way by land to mks- 
‘‘ curd: this will be fafer, more eafy, and aimed: as expeditious as fend- 
“ ing goods from London to St. Petersburg, becaufe the Caspian 
“ is a much fafer navigation than the Baltic. But the fuccefs of all dc- 
“ ponds ijitirely on the British merchants having their own veiTeis to 
“ navigate the voloa and the CASP 1 an, for re;dbns which it would be- 
“ improper to mention here. 

‘‘ The BRITISH tvrcrchants cannot have any formidable rivals to con- 
temi witli, or to apprehend in this trade; for the eallern provinces of 
“ PERSIA, both the Bokhara’s, and the adjacent countries, can be no 
“ otherwife fupplied with European commodities, than through the 
“ RUSSIAN empire, and by the method beforementioned of refoiting to 
the citV of MESCHED. 

On the drlclell enquiry I could make in ghilan, I could not d.nd 
“ that any lngeish woollen goods, either by way of east India, 
“ or turkey, ever reached to this old mart, and new capital of per- 
“ siA. The woollen goods which the Armenians import into ghi- 
“ LAN, either by the way of turkey, or the empire of Russia, are :dl 
“ DUTCH cloths, and but few of thefe arc fent to mescued; fo that the 
“ trade from London crofs the Caspian to this city, might, in the 
“ courfc of a fenv vears, he made as conliderable in resrard to the con- 
“ fumpticjii of our woollen mamifaiflurcs, as any one branch of commerce 
“ we have at prefent. It is alfo to be fcarcely doubted, that the br itish 
“ merchants, if they refolve in earneft to enter on the trade to Bokhara, 
“ will find their account in it, much more than in that which they now 
cari'yonfiom London to the empire of russi.a. Indeed tliis may be 
ealily proved; for at mesched and the Bokhara’s their woollen goods 
“ would yield a much better price, and much greater profit would arife 

from 
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“ from their returns. Lt this trade they would fell all their goods for ready 
“ money; whereas in Russia the British merchants are obliged to give 
“ long credit, which not only confumes a part of their profit, but fubjedb 
“ them annually to contra<5l: bad debts, for large films. 

“ Witii regard to the trade to the Bokhara’s, it is a moll fiivourablc cir-. 
“ cutnlfancc that mescmf-d flands fo very commodioully with rdijedl to the 
“ provinces of ghilan and shir van, from whence the returns for goods 
“ ibid at MESCHF.D may he made in raw filk, to the amount of almcil 
“ any fum. Nor can it be doubted, but that when our merchants come 
“ to be acquainted with the Bokhara’s, and the cities to the eailward, 
“ they will find other valuable commodities there, fuch as gold, pa-ecious 
“ iloncs, bezoar, muik, .See. in which they may invcil their returns, in 
“ cafe the produce of the northern provinces of Persia iliould prove in- 
“ fufiicient. Hence it will follow, that after tlicy have cilablillied them- 
“ felves at MESCHED, they will obtain the cloathing of the whole peksj- 
“ AN army, by contradling with the shah’s principial merchant, and 
fuppdy all thofc vail and populous countries abovementioned with wool- 
“ len goods; and this hccaufc no nation, but the people of great bri- 
TAIN, can ihpply them with woollens in ilich pilenty, nor at fo eafy a 
rate, and at the fame time afi'ord to give fb good a price for their raw 
“ filk, and other commodities w'ith which that countr)" abounds. All this 
“ the PERSIANS, as well as tlic a rmenians, are apprized of; and ’tis 
“ this winch lo much engages the attention of the one, and alarms the 
fe.irs of the other. This conlideration alfo no doubt prevailed on the 
'* regent fo eafily to grant us the privileges I obtained, in favour t)f the 
BRITISH merchants Uiilycar, which he confirmed by hk decree. Soon 
“ after I left ghilan, the Armenian patriarch ftrongly folicited the rc- 
“ gent in behalf of Ins pc-oplc, to reverfe that decree ; liut his Iblicitation 
“ had a contrary effedl, for tlic regent confirmed it, and fent oixicrs tl)c 

“ fecond time to the governor of reshd to fbew thjc ftridlefl regard to it 
" in all points. 


The 
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“ The BRITISH merchants can never be fupplauted in this trade, lo 
“ long as they fecure a pallage for their goods through the empire of 
“ RUSSIA, and a freedom of navigation on the caspiam, both which it 
“ will be the interefl of tlie fovcrcign of Russia, to grant to the fubjedi 
“ of GREAT BRITAIN. 

“ It may therefore be humbly prefumed, dial it will be thought reafon- 
“ able by the legiilaturc of great Britain, to give all neceffaiy pow- 
“ ers to us. For it feems impoffible to ftrike out any new branch of 
“ trade to any part of the world, capable of vying with this in the ad- 
“ vantages which it promifes. Both the filk and woollen manufaclures 
“ would certainly reap great benefit therefrom; and moreover very pro- ■ 
“ fitablc returns might be made in gold, jewels, cotton, fine wool, and 
“ other valuable comniodiiics. 

‘‘ Further, the British FiAst India company have for above five 
“ years pad abandijncd Isfahan, to which city, in all that fpace of 
“ time, they Iia\ e not lent one bale of woollen goods, and, as we arc in- 
“ formed, they liave no thoughts of fending any more for the future. 
“ The DUTCH likewife, who dill remain at Isfahan, fend but a very 
“ inconfidcrablc quantity of goods to that city; for the trade which it 
“ formerly enjoyed, is tranfplanted to, and centers in mesched, which 
“ is at too great a diftance from the Persian gulf, or caftern ocean, for 
“ eidier the British or dutch east India company to fend gotids 
“ thither round the cape of good hope. 

It is alfo more than probable, that when the b r i t i sh mercliants 
“ fhall have cftablilhcd therafelves in the mesched and Bokhara trade, 
“ it will in a few yeius become a more beneficial article to great bri- 
“ tain than the turkey trade ever w'as. In this, a greater quantity of 
** woollen goods may be vended at a better price, and to countries to 
“ which the British commerce hath never yet reached, nor ever can 
“ be extended by any other channel than that now propofed; befides, 
“ the .very fame commodities which the turkey company now import 
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“ ifjto GR E ATBR 1 TA I N, iiot to mciition any new articles^ may be brought 
“ t'ron^ MF.SGH ED a great deal cheaper, aiid with much greater advantage 
“ to tJie nation. 

In particular, the commodioufners of tlie roads between mesched, 
“ GHiLAiv, and the northern provinces of Persia, will enable the rus- 
“ siA company to import raw fillc much cheaper than the turkey mer- 
“ chants. They can buy it up at the firft hand in the veiy prox'inces 
“ where it is produced, whilll the turkey merchants mull buy the 
fame at fccond hand from the turks and armexVIANS, who bring it to 
“ A I. E p p o, c o xV s T A N T 1 N o p L E , utid SMYRNA, wlicrc they fell it at a great 
“ advance. And it muft be obferved, that tlie eaftern pi-ovinces of per- 
SIA produce but a very inconfiderable quantity of this commodity. Be- 
fides, the shah’s prijicipal merchant in reshd refufed to fupply die 
“ TURKS and ARMENIANS, who Ciimc lad year to buy up lilk in ghi- 
LAN, with any quantity, unlefs they paid 20 per cent, above the price lie 
tlien (old it .at to thofe who exported for russiaj and he had pofitive 
“ orders to fell no filk for exportation to turkey, if he could find any 
“ other market for it 

The PERSIANS, Vv'hohave a fettled averfion for the Turks, are well 
“ informed of the advantage which the Turkish empire derives from its 
“ being the principal market for Persian filk ; and have therefore been cn- 
“ deavouring to prevent it for more than an hundred years pad. Tlicy arc 
“ likewife well apprized, that the only way to fuccecd in tliis defign, is to 
“ encourage the rr iTisH merchants to come and fettle in cm lan, by 
Avhich means they hope in time to divert the channel of ti'ade for ou i- 
“ LAN fiik, wiiich now runs through the Turkish dominions, and to 
“ turn its current through the empire of Russia. Could tliis be once 
“ edebted, it would not only be of fingular advantage both to the empires 
“ of RUSSIA and Persia, ivith regard to their tradtf, but it could not fail 
of confidcrably didrefiing the Turk, who is the common enemy of 

* Two clrcumftanc€3 which I could never hear confiraned, nor ever thought were true. 


both 
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“ both thcfe empires. If the Turks and Turkish Armenians arc dc- 
“ nied the exportation of ghilan filk tor turkey, or obliged to pur- 
“ chafe it on fuch unequal terms, we muft cxpedl, either that the a ijk- 
“ KEY company will no longer import any Persian filk at all, or that 
“ they will not be able to fell what they import, hut at a very extravagant 
price. This is a circumllancc which defervYs attention, thould the rus- 
“ S I A merchants he oppofed in the importation of Persian filk into 
‘ GREAT BRITAIN, either by the turkey company or any other. 

A-S the BRi nsii nicichants can atprcfcait have no better inforrnationj 
“ I lhall venture to hint: briefly at the method tliey ought to take to efla- 
» blifli ihemfclvcs in tliis valuable trade to the Bokhara’s, and to the 
north cailern provinces of Persia. 


CC 

Ci 

n 

it 


“ It is nccefl-iiy they lliould build at casan one or two veflcls of a- 
bout 1 80 tons, or fomewhat Icfs, for tlie navigation of the Caspian 
T ea, wliich vcflcls may be manndd by half British and half Russian 
I camen; and they mud alfo have a few large boats on the Volga. 
I'hclc vcilels and boats will be no burthen to the British merchants in. 
carrying on tlii.s trade, bccuiilb they mud pay the llimc freipht tbr the 


ii 

< c 

It 


mean Ri.s.sian veflcls which crofs the Caspian. And if in the in- 
.fancy of this commerce, the Bri tish merchants fhould not fend goods 
enough to freight fuch velTels, they may find fuflicient employnuait to 
maintain ihnn, by carrying goods and palTcngers on the Caspian, dom 
one part of Persia to another 


it 

it 


“ Tlie only difficulty feems to be in procuring liberty to build fuch 
velTcls; but a.s it will be Impoflible to carry on a trade to merched, 
or even to ghilan without them ; it is fubmitted, if the mercliants 


ought not by all means, and as fcon as poriibie, to apjily for fuch 

liberty. 

" * 

1 his firJl gave otTcnccj the bkclisu ihips IhouM not hii.v been above 6o or "o tons. 
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“ The BRITISH merchants muft likcwife eftablifli a houfe at mesched, 
** one branch of which iliould refide at reshd» and the chief be inveft- 
ed with the title of conful to the king, and agent to the company} fuch 
a charadler given to the chief of their houfe will have great weight with 
“ the PERSIANS, and firmly eftablifh the affairs of the new undertakers; 
and it is the more neceffary, as the east india company have always 
had their agent at Isfahan, and Russia at prefent has her conful at 

RESHO. 

Signed John Elton. / 


CHAP. VII. 

Remarks on Mr. eltonV memorial. A Jleort view of the trade between 
PERSIA and TURKEY. The difference between that and the new trade 
propofed by the way of Russia to Persia. 

T his pompous memorial promifed a great deal too much, confider- 
ing how little experience the author had of the fubjed: he under- 
took to treat of. 

Nothing is more natural than for men to be charmed with the crea- 
tures of their own brain, and to receive that as folid reafoning which flat- 
ters fomc favourite pafllon. Mr. elton having thus found his way to 
GUI LAN, and laid the foundation of a commercial intercourfe with that 
province, worked liiinfclf into the perfuafion that he had difeovered a 
quite new trade, which the Armenians either knew nothing of, or were 
incapable of conducing. This however was far frorn being the cafej for 
they frequented mesched in the reign of shah abas, and fupplied it 
with EUROPEAN commodities from Isfahan, tavris, and alfo from 

the 
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the coaft of the Caspian. There is a yet a large caravanserai built 
by SHAH ABAS for the ufe of the Armenians, who arc fettled here in 
great numbers j and had there been any profped of fuch advantages, zs 
Mr. ELTON imagined, they would not have wanted abilities, or means 
to make ufe of them. 

9 

I rtiall have occafion to explain this matter more fully hereafter, and 
will only obferve at prefent, that if Mr. elton had been acquainted with 
■\:he extreme diftrefs of Persia, in confequence of nadir’s ufurpation, 
and with the unhappy condition of the countries bordering on the eaft 
and fouth eaft of Persia, there could not have been the leaft room for 
fuch languine expectations. 

It is not improbable that the regent of Persia confented the more rea- 
dily to Mr. elton’s propoftls of bringing merchandize from England 
to GHiLAN, becaufe the shah’s merchant refidai at that time in this 
province, and mesched ftood very conveniently between the turns, 
with whom the Persians w'ere at war, and that part of India which 
was lately conquered by the Persia ns j but this was not the only rea- 
fon, for he knew very well, that by increafing the places of impor- 
tation, and the number of importers, he would be enabled to buy the 
manutaeftures of eur<ipe fo much the cheaper. As to the trade be- 
tween the northern provinces of Persia and turicev', Mr. elton 
certainly w-as too fanguine. The cxpcncc of carriage through* Russia 
was then computed to lx; 17 per cent, cheaper than by tlie rout of 
TURKEY) but according ' to the beft calculations I could ever obtain, I 
found the difference to be no more than 4 per cent, and if the freights 
from SMYRNA and Aleppo were moderate, it would come ftlll lower. 
As there are no caravans of merchandize fent from Persia to turkev, 
for account of our factors in Smyrna and aleppo, this computation of 
the carriage can b\j taken only from the Armenians, and the charge 
thereof muft vary according to the circumflances of thofe countries as to 
war or peace. 

F 2 
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It nnift be confeficci, tiiat reafonings poft toura, argue rather 
perience than our wifdotn: and whilft we are biaifed 
the defirc of gain, we feldom have either leifurc or inelination to exatnine 
things to the bottom. It is ho wonder then that the Russia company^ 
in confci] nonce of the agreeable account which Mr. el ton gave, and the 
fanguine hopes they had entertained, Hiould fall into fome millakes. 

The trade between Persia and turkey had been for the greated part 
carried on by the Armenians, of whom, as far as I could learn, ther</ 
are not Icfs than 10,000 fettled in turkey; tliefe are employed chiefly 
by the English, french, and dutch merchants refiding in Constanti- 
nople, SMYRNA, and ALEPPO. Tli^ have long didinguinied themfclves 
as the mod acute traders in all asia, and cany to market the produds 
of the EAST, returning thole of EUROPE, 

The wars and hereditary enmity of the turks and Persians hud 
often obdruded this commerce between Persia and turkey, and at 
length forced mod of the Armenian traders into the channel of Russia, 
crofs the Caspian fea: but fbould Persia recover herfelf again, fo as to 
produce any coniidcrable ejuantity of dJk, it is more than probable that 
the ARMENIAN fubjccds of the GRAND SEIGNIOR, who live ill and about 
TAVRis and erzerum, will come in for a large lhare of that branch 
of commerce. 

The ordinary rout for a caravan from reshd to Smyrna is to arde- 
viLLE 5 days, to tavris io days, to erzerum 12, from thence to 
SMYRNA 43, in all 70. The rout to aleppo is from reshd to casein, 
HAMADAM, sHusTK'R, BAGDAT ALEPPO, and is Upon the .whole a- 
bout ten days lefs than to Smyrna, There is yet a fliorter road to a- 
LEPPo, but it is ill fupplied with water. Aleppo from Smyrna is 
reckoned 40 days ; a day’s journey being computed at 25 English miles, 
the trail ot feventy days already ruentioned, is 1750 miles, or 2230 

Babitlon. 

t 
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VfqTfis: and from astrachan to St. Petersburg they reckon 2200 
as the annexed map more particularly deferibes. TJie reader will 
^ that this map was not fhown to the houfe of lords, as 

esfroneoully faid, but to hich peers only who entered deepeft into the fub- 
|ea. It now ftands corrected according to the beft intelligence I could 

in PERSIA. 


It mufl: be oblerved, that the Armenians are fubjea to many arbi- 
trary impofuions, when they travel through the grand seignior’s do- 
minions, but they enjoy the indulgence of trading from one great city to 
another, much more than is pradicable in Russia,; they are alfo fub- 
jea to Inconvenicncies in Russia, when the governor of astrachan 
happcjss to he rapacious, or the Russian confui in ghiuan infolent and 
opprclTivc; the entire diredion of the Russian navigation on the Caspi- 
an being in the hands of' the latter. 

There ^.re many of tlic Armenians who acknowledge fubjedion to 
RUSSIA, and are therefore entitled to fo mucli the greater countenance in 


tl.iat touiiti vj hut what mud givT the Russians a pretercncc in the cileem 
of the i T-K^iANs, js the mutual intered tlicy both iiave in depriving the 
TURK <.)f the advantages arifing from the Persian commerce, which has 
been fo confidcraWe as to enable him to keep a great number of forces on 
foot, and has often turned the fcale in his fivour. 


^ From GTiiLAN to astrachan, allowing for quarantine and other con- 
tingencies, may be reckoned 30 days, from thence to zak rr zen 10, from 
thence to mosco 35, from thence to St. Petersburg 20, in all 95, 
which is many days longer than the rout to turkey, upon a moderate 
computation. Moreover, according to the ufual courfe of tiie feafons, 
the only proper times to fet out for astrachan, are the months of 

May, June, and July, for the fummcr caravans, and January for the 
winter. 


This 
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This muft jiecellarily create delays, and often prevent the timely ex- 
portation from St. PETERSBURG; nor caii it be imagined but that the 
ihipping of the filk on the Caspian, and in the fummer time again on 
the VOLGA, and again on the Baltic, muft be attended with confider- 
able expences and inconveniencies. We have found the charge run to 34 
per cent, on the invoices from London, delivered to the fadlory at reshd, 
and on raw filk delivered in London, duties and all charges paid, about 
36 per cent, on the invoice. 

Mr. elton’s propofals certainly merited great regard, and the more' as 
they were calculated to obtain a confumption for our cloth, in thole pro- 
vinces of PERSIA, which for fome time had hardly fecn any of- it, ex- 
cept a few thin Gloucester cloths, itnported by our fa<J,lors in Smyr- 
na and ALEPPO, and thence brought into Persia by the Armenians: 
formerly indeed our coarie cloths were fent to archangel, as I have 
already mentioned, from whence the Armenians and Russians carried 
them to ASTRACiiAN, and part of them into Persia. ./ 

Mr. ELTON was alfo entitled to a kind reception, not only from the 
BRITISH merchants, but from the Russian court, as his projet‘ 1 : feemed e- 
.qualJy beneficial to both nations. Peter the great was wont to give 
confidcrablc premiums to the authors of any commercial fehemes ; but 
that cuftom had been long negiefted. However, as the bri eish nation 
was in efieem at the court of S r. Petersburg, we found no difficulty in 
obtaining leave to build a ffiip at casan for the gasman navigation,* 

Favourable as our defign appeared to the Russian intereft, yet, what- 
ever v/as the caufe, it was not without the utmoft importunity that we 
obtained perinituon to build a fecond Ihip for the fame purpofe. 

Mr. ELTON let out upon an acquaintance with the old accounts of this 
trade, and with the treaty of commerce concluded in December 1734 » 
between the croWij/ of iireat Britain and Russia, whereby provi- 
fion was made for can ylng on a trade from great Britain, through the 

RUSSIAN 
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RUSSIAN dominions, into Persia j and he had now occafion to make a 
frefh appeal to it, by producing the eighth article of that treaty, which is 
as follows. 

“ It is agreed, that the fubjeds of great Britain may bring into 
“ .RUSSIA all forts of goods and merchandize, and carry them through 
the dominions of Russia, by the fliortcft and mofl convenient way to 
“ PERSIA, paying 3 per cent, ad valorem, in rix dollars, for the duty and 
“ tranfit of laid goods, and no more under any pretence whatfoever j 
and precife orders fliall be given for fettling the rate, fo that the eng- 
“ LiSH mercliants may at all times have carriage or tranfports ready, which 
“ IbaU’be fui nifl^icd them at a reafonable price j likevvife that they may 
‘‘ bring all forts of goods and merchandize from Persia, and carry 
■“ them through Russia witli the ii.ke freedom and convcniency, paying 
“ only 3 per cent, ad valorefn, in rix dollars, after the manner which is 
“ ufual in the cudom-houfc of Russia j and, in order to prevent all 
“ frauds on the part of the Russian officers, the British merchants ffiall 
declare the goods which they defign to pals to or, from Persia, at the 
firfl place tliey ffiall arrive in Russia, and they diall be received and 
“ admitted by their bill of loading, policy, or regider, and according to 
their declared value, on which a duty of 3 per cent, lliail be paid, with- 
“ out opening or unpacking the goods, farther than is abfoliitcly neceffa- 
“ ry to fdtisfy the Russian officers, tliat the goods fpecified by the bill, 
“ policy, reginer, and no other are contained in the packs or bales, in 
which the goods arc made up: but if the officer has reafon to fufpe(ft: 
“ the goods are not declared to their full value, within 20 per cent; in 
that cafe he may take the goods and difpofc of them, paying the mer- 
“ chants the value declared, with 20 per cent, over, without any deduc- 
tion. When the officer has made his vifit, which lliall be made 
“ without any vexation or injury to the goods or package, he ffiiall fcal 
“ with leads the parks or bales in which the goods arc ; he lhall alfo 
« number and mark them, and give the merchants a certificate of their 
having paid the duty; and by that certificate, the feal being marked 

and 
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and numbered, they fliall pais through Russia, to, and from Persia, 
“ without any let or molcftation : but in cafe tlie merchants do not pafs 
“ all or any of the bales through Russia, according to the declaration, 
“ or break the fcals, and take out any of the goods in Russia, if there 
“ be any rcafon to fufpedl that the fame has been done contrary to the 
“ plain meaning and intent of this article, he iliall be lined, and pay 
the full declared value of fuch bale or pack that is wanting, of which 
“ the feal has been broken." 

It may appear a little flrange that fuch careful provifions Ihould have 
been made for a trade tlirough Russia into pkr.sia, at the fame time 
that a commerce of this kind feems to be prohibited by the aA of na- 
vigation j which fays, “ That no goods or commodities of the growth, 
“ produdVion, or manvifadlure of any country Ihall be brought to the 
“ BRi i isu dominions, from any place except from thofe ports where 
“ the faid goods or commodities can only, are, or ufnally have been, 
firft lliippcd for tranfportation, and from no other places or countries, 
under the penalty and forfeiture of all fuch goods, 6c;c.‘' from whence 
it was concluded, that without .an adl of parliament, Persian lilk could 
not be introduced into enclaxd, except from {;amf.roon, by the e/\st 
INDIA company, or from the ports in the levant by the turkey 
merchants. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Further fleps taken by Mr. Reprefentation made to his majcjly by 

the commijjioncrs of trade ^ in conjequence of the papers tra7ifmitted by the 
honourable Mr. finch to his grace the duke of Newcastle. Oppoftion 
made by the east india and turkey companies. Remarks on the de- 
clining fate of the latter', and fever al public remonjirances on this fub- 
jcSl. 

N Otwithftanding the difficulties mentioned, Mr. elton was not pre- 
vented from delivering to the honourable Mr. e. finch, befides the 
memorial already recited, two papers containing an account of the privi- 
leges, regulations, and indigencies neceffary to be obtained from the Rus- 
sian court, for the management of this new trade. Mr. finch accord- 
ingly tranfmitted thefe papers to the duke of Newcastle, his majefty's 
fccretary of (late, who by the order of the king laid them before the 
commilTioncrs of trade ; and they in November of the fame year made the 
following reprefentation. 

To the king’s mofl excellent majefty. 

May it plcafe your majefty, 

T N obedience to your majefty’s commands figniiied to us by his grace 
“ Jl. the duke of newca.stlk, one of your majefty’s principal fecreta- 
“ ries of ftate, in his letter dated the 1 6th of September laft, we have 
“ taken into our conlideration two papers put into the hands of Mr. 
FINCH, your majefty’s minifter at St. Petersburg, by captain elton, 

“ Containing a propofal for opening a trade by the British merchants 
in RUSSIA, to thofe parts of Persia which -are adjacent to the fouth- 
“ ern coafts of the Caspian fea. And do find. 


VoL. I. 
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‘‘ That captain ei.ton’s papers do contain a propofal to the Russia 
“ company, for fupplying mesched, the prefent capital of Persia, and 
“ the countries adjacent, with all forts of woollen goods to a fir greater 
“ degree, and at much eafier rates than they are now vended there; and 
“ for inverting our returns to great eri eain hi the bert raw filks, and 
other commodities produced in thofe countries, near 50 per cent, chcajicr 
“ than at prefent by the way of turkia'. 

The method captain elton propoles for carrying on this trade, is 
for the merchants to fend their goods from great britaiiN to St. pe- 
“ TERSRURG, and from thence, partly by land, and partly by water 
down the Volga to astracKamj there to be rtiipped and carried crofs 
“ the CASPIAN fea to astrabad, on the fouth eart; coaR of the faid fea, 
“ from whence by land carriage to mesched is not quite 14 days jour- 
ney fur a caravan y. 

Captain elton, in fetting forth the many advantages this trade 
“ murt: neccrtarily be attended with, obferves amongfl other things, that 
“ after the Russia merchants rtiall have eftablirtied thcmfelves at mes- 
CUED, they will not only have it in their power to fupply many ex- 
tcnrtve and populous countries with woollen goods, but may alio in 
“ time come to cloath the wdiolc Persian army. 

“ Having on this occalion been attended by Sir john Thompson, go- 
" vernor of the Russia company, and alfo by feveral of the principal 
merchants concerned in that trade; we communicated to them captain 
“ El. ton’s projetil, and have received their opinion in writing on the fub- 
jcQ. matter thereof, wherein they inform us, 

“ That the great and many advantages which will accrue to this kingdom, 
by lb cheap and eafy a conveyance of the manufadures thereof in this 

•* Ic Is at Ic.ul 26 days journey. 
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“ channel of trade, appeared to them fo manifeft, that they humbly con- 
“ ccived this propofal dcferved the utmoft attention and encouragement. 

“ That a trade through Russia to Persia is certainly pradikabic, for- 
“ asmuch as the fame is at prefent carried on by the Armenians bc~ 
tween Holland and Persia, through the Russian dominions. 

“ Tliat this branch of trade, which will confift principally in the cx- 
“ portation of woollen goods and importation of raw fdk, muft be of 
‘‘ lingular benefit to this kingdom j as it will be a means of fending the 
“ mannfadhircs of our own produce in the cafiefi; manner to market, 

“ and *of bringing home the lirfl; materials of another great and beneficial 
“ maiiufadory, vafily cheaper than they can be had in any other manner. 

“ That by authentic acq^unts tranfmiited to tlicm, the charge of bring- 
inc raw filk from Persia to St. petf.ksrurc-, by means of the water 
“ carriage, v.'iU be very inconfidcrablc inproportion to the land carriage 
“ from (JHILAN in Persia, to ai.eppo or Smyrna, the only ports in 
ruRici V ioi exj)oriation to i;ngland. 

TIu’.t the Sophy of Persia, from an inclination to dillrcfs the Turks, 
“ his natural enemies, and to favour the Russians, may polTibly pro- 
“ hibit all trade with turkey, provided he can have a iufiicient de- 
“ mand for his filk through Russia > in which cafe, unlcfs this channel 
“ llionld be opened to us, wc fliould be ir.tircly deprived of that com- 
“ moddy. 

“ Tlvat fince tlic commencement of tlie war with .spain, Persian filk 
“ is advanced very much, and, if the war continues, may ftiil be liiglier, 
“ and mult ahvay.s on any rupture witli prance or stain, be cxpiofed 
“ to the like difiicultv, which can only be remedied by opening ano- 
“ thcr clianuel, and having the choice of tws) ways to fupply the king* 
“ dom with that commodity. 
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That the french do now chiefly fupply turkey with woollen 
“ goods, and gain upon us in that trade every day, and probably do and 
may, through them, fupply great part of Persia; whereas by this 
eafy conveyance, we Ihali be enabled to underfcll them, and carry our 
woollen manufactures into all parts of Persia cheaper than they can. 

r 

“ They conclude with obferving, that the only objection that occurred 
“ to them againft opening this trade, was the prefcnt aCt of navigation, 
“ by which they apprehend themfelves debarred that liberty; and as 
“ the reftriCtions of that aCt make it neceflary for them to apply to par- 
“ liament, they humbly hoped, that confidering how beneficial this trade 
will be to the kingdom, and that they can have no private views, nor 
“ any exclufive trade from the reft of his majefty's fubjeCfs (any perfon 
“ having a right to be made free of their company for five pounds) 
“ they ftiould meet with encouragement, ill' their intended appllcjtion 
“ to parliament, for an exemption from that claufc in the aforefaid aCl of 
navigation, from whence the prefent impediment arifes. 

“ Whereupon we humbly beg leave to reprefent to your majefty, that 
it appears to us, as well from captain elton's papers, as from the re- 
“ prefentation of the Russia company, and our difeourfe with them 
thereupon; that this fcheme, for opening a new branch of trade to 
“ PERSIA through RUSSIA, may be very beneficial to this kingdom, and 
“ may deferve your majeft y’s royal protection ; but as no fteps can be 
“ made therein till the company fliall have applied to parliament, for an 
“ exemption from the above-mentioned claufe in the aCt of navigation, 
“ (whereby no goods or commodities that are of foreign growth, pro- 
duCtlon or manufacture, can be brought from any place or country, 
** but only from thofe of the faid growth, production, or manufactory, 
“ or from thofe ports where the faid goods and commodities can only, or 
“ are, or ufually have been firft ftiipped for tranfportation) we fhall at 
prefent only obferve to*your majefty, that when the faid application 

fliall 
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“ fliall be made, the advantages or inconveniencies that may attend this 
“ channel of commerce, will be thoroughly weighed and difcufled. 

All which is moft humbly fubmitted. 

Sign’d M. Bladen. 

• R. Plumer, 

Whitehall, Nov. 1 1. Ja. Brudenell. 

1740. Ar. Croft. 

Captain el ton’s propofal having thus met fo favourable a reception in 
ENGLA^'D, as well as in Russia; fome members of the east india 
company began to be alarmed, as if the fcheme was practicable, in the 
extent wliich Mr. elton apprehended, and confequently might prove 
an invafion of their charter. . 

The trade to EAST india thro’ Russia and Persia, was however con- 
(idered by the majority of that company as a chimerical projeCl ; and as 
their trade to the gulph of Persia, was known to be not only remote 
from the Caspian, but differing alfo in kind, (for they could not ex., 
port the raw filk of ghilan, nor the Russia company the wool of 
( ARMENIA) their fears did not run very high. — But the turkey com- 
pany, was in general extremely alarmed, and pleaded againft this 
propofed trade very ftrenuouffy, objc(5ling that it would be a viola- 
tion not only of their charter, but of the adf of navigation, fo long 
eileemed the bulwark of the British commerce. And tho’ tliey never 
had any fadtory eftabliibed in the northern provinces of Persia, yet 
the trade carried on from thence to aleppo and Smyrna by the Armeni- 
ans, had in a great mcafure centered in their company, by the purchales 
which their agents were wont to make of thofc Armenians. They at- 
tempted to corroborate tlicir arguments, by urging an excluiive right, as 
eftablifticd by the far.dlion of that cuftom. The Russia company, on the 
other hand, inlifted that when the a<St of navigation was made, it was 
not imagined that a fafe paflage could be obtained through the Russian 

domi- 
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dominions into Persia; which was now found not only pradlicable. hut 
for the intereit of the nation to be attempted. That their charter is more 
antient and cxtenhv'c than either that of the east india or turkey 
companies j and they Hioiild think it ftrange if they were excluded from 
a right of trading to the dominions of Persia, which are aOrually men- 
tioned in the body of their cliartcr. The contcfl liowever ran very In^h, 
and whihl the turkey merchants employed all their intcreds to prevent 
a bill pafiing in f.ivour of the propofed trade, the Russia merchants 
attacked the cxclufivc privileges of the turkey companyj urging that 
they were detrimcnt.il to the national intered, and that our trade to tur- 
key had decayed very much for thefe feven years pad, chiefly owing to 
thofc privileges, together with the arbitrary and improper manner in whtcli 
the trade itlclf was conducted. They alfo urged the declaratioiiS of fevc- 
ral of their own members, who in the year 1^718, had complained to the 
houfe of commons, of the partial and unnationai manner in which the 
trade was managed. TJiefc complaints had been made by Sir pe i'er 

PELME, JOHN LOCK, RALPH RADCLIFEE, JAMES LOCK, EDWARD RAD- 
CLiFEF, JOHN HANCJER, efquircs, and Sir Joseph e\'les, who then de- 
livered a memorial to the cfi'ccl as follows. 

^ i * II E complainants admit that the company have long carried on 
“ X their trade to TURKEY, fometlrnes by private, fometimes by gc- 
“ ncral dup&j they defire only to remind the honourable committee, that 
“ by tlic whole tenor of the old records produced by the company, it 
“ appears that they themfelves have frequently thought the delay of fliip- 
“ ping to be of fuch dangerous confcquence, that if their fliips departed 
“ not annuciViy, liberty was given to e.ich and every member, to export 
his own goods, in iuch manner and by fuch means as he fliould tliink 
‘‘ proper. The complainants think it unneceflary to enter into a confider- 
ation of the Hate of trade, ffty or a hundred years ago, or whether 
the DUTCH or the er[;;n(;h Ivad any trade in thofd days; they defire to 
come to the prefent times, and to conflder what methods the company 
“ have purfiied fince the coricluficn of the laft wars, and the alterations 

“ they 
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** they have lately made ; and it appears that they have carried on, what 
“ is ufually called an open trade j that is, by fuch ftiips as the refpedive 
members did appoint to export their cloth, and the cloth of fuch 
“ other members as might pleafe to load upon them, to depart at fuch 
Icafjns of the year, as were found to be moll convenient, which was 
“ ’urually in autumn, or by chridmas, 

“ Accordingly the laft cloth (hips did depart about that feafon of the 
“ year in 1717, and many members of the company expedling the trade 
would continue to be carried on in tlie fame manner, proceeded in 
“ buying and linilhing cloth, as ufual, for the year lyiS. 

“ But on tlie 2,6th of March 171B, they relolved, that if any mem- 
her lliould fend cloth to torkky in any other manner, they would 
“ 'evy 20 j)er cent, on fuch member’s cloth in turkkyj adding, that 
they would confuler of general Ihips on the 23d of October following, 
“ and I'.ot before ; and in tlicir own preamble they give tins remarkable 
“ reafon for their alteration, that it was in order to raife the value of 
“ j'NGinsii manufactures abroad, and lilk at home, hereby evidently dc- 
“ monllrating their private advantage, that of tlic nation conlifting more 
“ in a large confnmption, than in a large price ; as tJie one may beat our 
“ neiglibours out of the trade, whilll the other mull nccclTarily give 
“ tliem a lharc in it. Now although many members thought this a great 
“ hardlhlp, yet did they aetjuiefee, in full cxpedafion, that at the time 
“ preferibed, they ihould be permitted to export their cloth in die com- 
pany’s own way. 

“ But on the 6th of November, they rcfolved to adjourn the further 
confideration of fliipping for two months longer, and this made that 
“ evident which was before fufpe6ted, that they really intended no fliip- 
ping at all: whereupon a reprefentation of this grievance was made to 
“ the miniftry, who became fo fenfible of this extraordinary way of 
“ proceeding, fo highly interfering with the common good, that Mr. fc- 

cretary^ 
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“ cretary craggs fent for the company, and defircd them to re-confider 
“ this matter j which the company did in a general court, ailembled on 
“ the 4th of December, when they refolved, that they would chufe fhips 
“ for the immediate exportation of cloth, on the 8th of January follow- 
ing, and appointed a committee to attend Mt. fecretary with this re- 
folution. But when the 8th of January came, they, by a majority* of 
one vote only, inftead of chufing (hips, ordered only a furvey of (lilps, 
“ and a report to be made. On the aad of January, they refolved, that 
they would, in proper time, chufe (hips, but not to depart before the 
*' I ft of July next: now, the ift of July was generally underftood to 
“ mean winter, and in that cafe it would have completed t\yo years 
“ prohibition of trade. 

“ This irregular and uncertain proceeding of the company, was the 
** caufe that your complainants thought the interpofition of this honour- 
“ able houfe of commons moft proper to their relief, in the exportation 
of that great quantity of cloth, which has been fo long locked up, 
“ to tlieir own and the nation’s prejudice. 

“ And they humbly offer the following reafbns for it, that the com- 
“ pany’s charter does not warrant them in fuch a prohibition or re- 
ftraint of tradej nor will westminster-hall warrant their Icv'ying 
twenty in the hundred upon their members eftates j befidcs, fuch rc- 
“ ftraint cannot be for the common good of the woollen manufadlures of 
this kingdom, but evidently the contrary, as it nccefiarily encourages 
the FRENCH and dutch trade to turkey. 

NevertVielefs it is granted, that there was cloth remaining unfold, and 
** particularly at ajlkppo ; but moft of it would have been long fince 
** difpofed of, were it not for an underlfanding between the managers 
** here and in turkey, in order to raife the price of cloth abroad, and 
** that of lilk at home. • 

** This reftraint may be alfo a great caufe why fo much wool is fent 
“ to the FRENCH, they living a vent to turkey, whilft we have none; 

** and 
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“ and to prevent the exportation of woollen goods to turkev at this 
critical jundrure, when no more can be font either to old or nkw 
“ SPAIN, is of the greateft moment ; fo that the complainants hope, tlrat 
fuch members of the company as have a right to trade, will meet no 
“ obrtrudlion. 

• 

As to the objcdlion, tliat the trade has been over-driven ; will not tliat 
‘‘ in the nature of the thing, reduce the exportation, as far as may be 
“ needful, without a forcible reftraint? It is ftrange that a majority of the 
“ company, fome of whom arc not at all conccined in the trade, and 
“ otliers but little, fliouhl have more regard to the welfare of their larzeR 
“ trailing members, than they have for themielves and the nation. 

“ Our Icgiilaturc never thought that over-driving the trade to portu- 
SPAIN, or iTAL't^, was a luilicient rcaibii to truf tliofc traders 
“ witli a power of refraining it at their pleafire. 

“ It mull: be allowed, that the prefent fituation of affairs has made a 
great alteration iti almofl every thing j low intcrcfl raifes land, enlarges 
“ trade, reduces profit; and therefore thefc members, contrary to the rca- 
‘‘ fon of things, delire that cloth may be bought the cheaper at liome, 
“ and fell tlic dearer abroad ; likewife that lilk may be bought the cheaper 
“ abroad, and fell the dearer at iiome. 

“ In the mean while, tlic frenc h and dutch are cncouraired to fun- 
“ ply their woollen trade abroad, and tlieir filk manuiaclurcs at home; 
“ and our cown manufafturers, both in wool and I'ilk, are in a great mea- 
“ lure deprived of their employments: the Turks allb at this very time 
“ carry on a cloth manufablure of tlieir own. 

“ There can be no doubt, hut the Ipcedy exportation of what is now 
“ provided, will be a greater encouragement towards the buying more 
“ cloth, than the detaining it can be, in as miu'b as molb of tliis rnuil: 
be fold, before another lupply can follow it: but were it othcruife, it 
VoL. I.. II is 
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« is prciutned, that thofe who have induilrioufly laid out their eilates in 
“ cloth ought not to be hindered, for the fake of thofe who have neg- 
“ IcCted and it is probable, that the complainants are as likely to buy 
“ more cloth, as any other member whatever. 

“ Although the company have frequently pradliled this way of trading 
“ by general /hips, yet it has often occalioned mifunderftandings be- 

tween the members themfelves, and alfo between the members and 
“ manufadWers. Two inftanccs may be offered; one upon the like occa- 
“ lion with this. Some members made application to king Charles in 
“ council; the company was heard, and pretended many difficulties: the 
“ king himfelf alked the queffion, whether there might be any members, 
“ who notwithftanding what was alledged, were willing to trade; and it 
‘‘ was anfwered there might. Thdli, faid the king^ they lhall trade, and 
“ ordered tlie trade to be opened. 

“ The other was a complaint of the manufadfurers to the hoiifc of 
“ commons, upon a delay of Ihipping, when an annual export for tur- 
“ KEY, in fummerfor aletpo, and in winter for kmyrxa and coxstan- 
“ TiNOPLE, would have probably been enadted by law, had not the 
“ company, by large promifes of doing the thing, prevented it. 

“ Now, whether this pretended power to flop trade be warrant* 
“ able, or whether it has been exercifed for the common good, 
“ is humbly fubmitted to this honourable committee ?” 

It is natural to imagine that fuch bold and explicit declarations as thefc, 
would be produdtive of enquiries into the ftate of the turkev company; 
and it was accordingly debated very warmly in both houlcs of parliamciit, 
whether it would not be for the intereft of the nation to leave the com- 
merce to TURKEY free and open, as the Portugal and Spanish trades are. 

• 

A fair conclufion could not indeed be drawn from this memorial, for tho’ 
feveral errors were committed twenty three years before, it did not follow 

that 
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that the turkey company Rill purfued fiilfc maxims, deftru< 5 tive of that 
trade by which fo many had been enriched. Upon the whole, this com- 
pany had not fo great reafon to be alarmed at the propoi'al of the Caspi- 
an trades for the quantity of raw filk produced in the Persian domini- 
ons, and brought into enoi.and by way of Russia, was, and probably 
would have been, very Riort of that which is imported from turkey: 
and though fome of our woollens had found their way into the weRern 
parts of PERSIA from turkey, the quantity of late years had been but 
fmall; the goods ufed there being moRIy french and dutch, a.s already 
mentioned. 

The TURKEY company however was really in unhappy circumRances, 
as appears from the following memorial, given in a little before this time, 
complaifiing of the progrefs of the french in the levant trade, 

« To his grace the duke of Newcastle, his majellry’s principal fecretary 

“ of Rate. 

c< /" I" ^HE governor and company of merchants of England trading 
“ JL to the levant feas, having lately received from his majefty’s 
ambaiTador at Constantinople, an account of the great increale the 
“ FRENCH have made in their cloth trade to furkey, and the encou- 
“ ragement given to it by the public, with obfciYations on the prejudices 
“ derived to our English cloth, and the danger there is of loiing that 
“ branch of our trade j they think it their duty humbly to lay the fame 
“ before yonr grace, and to annex an account of the french importati- 
“ ons of cloth into turkey; together with a Rate of the British wool- 
“ len manufactures in thofe parts for fome years pall. 

“ All tlie FRENCH woollen manufi'afiurcs for the levant, are made in 
LANGUEDOC^ and managed by the province under the approbation of 
“ the court. Befittes particular manufadories, there are about twelve 
which, have been built by the province. In each of thefe there arc con- 
veniencies for perfeding, even to the embaling, 1000 cloths of about 
, H 2 “ -to 
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“ 40 yards each, yearly; and the province lets thefc manufa<ftories rent 
“ free, upon an engagement annually to make 300 only of thefe cloths, 
and. allows live livres for every lucli cloth. 

“ Wc have the fame fource of materials, if the public would give any 
** help and ciicounigement to preferve fo valuable a trade.” And the an?.- 
bafiador adds; “ As the trade to the levant has been a depollt of your 
“ country in your hands, you will not fuffer it to perilh there (tho’ with- 
“ out any mifraanagement of yours) without calling for lielp.” He 
fays further, “ That in the Ration he is in, he thought himfelf obliged 
“ to give us this information, as well in regard to the trade, as to his 
“ majefty and the public. 

“ The FRENCH import at Constantinople and aleppo about 12000 
“ cloths yearly; and at each of thefe places there have been for feveral 
‘‘ years pad, and flill remain large quantities of English cloth unfold, 
“ occafioned by fo large an importation of french cloth; particularly 
“ at ALEPPO in February laft (after the company’s fliip came away from 
“ scanderoon) about 5000 English cloths remained there unfold, at 
“ CONSTANTINOPLE abovc 4000 clotlis, aud at SMYRNA abovc 3000 
cloths. 

June 28, 1739. William Dunster, deputy-governor. 

This was foon folIow'cJ and confirmed by a fecond memorial, as fol- 
lows ; 


“ To his grace the duke of Newcastle, his majefly’s principal fccre- 

“ tary of Rate. 

“ ^ 1’^ HE governor and company of merchants of englano trading 
the LEVANT' feas, had the honour to lay before your grace, 
“ on the 28th June 1739, a reprefentation of the great increafe the. 
“ FRENCH have made in their cloth trade to turkey, and the encou- 

“ ragement 
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“ ragement given to it by the public, with obfervations on the preju- 
“ dice derived to our knglish cloth, and the danger there is of loiing 
“ that branch of trade. 

The faid company having lately received advice from Sir everard 
FAWKENER, liis majcfty’s anibaflador, of advantages fince obtained by 
the FRENCH from the port, do think it their duty to lay the fame 
“ before your grace. 

I. “ A rcdudion of their cuflom upon cloth, from 40 to 30 dollars 
the bale of 20 pieces. 

f 

IT. “ A total abolition of the duty called meffataria, which is two dol- 
“ lars and one fixth of a dollar per bale of cloth, and one and half 
“ per cent, ad valorem, upon all goods fold by weight. 

“ TI}ofe advant.igcs obtained by the french in turkey, with the 
“ great encouragement giveu them by their government, encreafe our 
“ apjjre.hcnfions of not being able to cope with them in the cloth trade, 
“■ wkliout auiilance from this government. 

London, Sept. 9, William Dunster, deputy-go vernori 

J740. 

Tliele papers being laid before the commifironers of trade, they made 
the following report. 

To their excellencies the lords juftices. 

“ May it plcafij; your excellencies, 

“ T N obedience to your excellencies command, fignified to us by Mr. 
X STONE, in bis letter of the 1 5th of September, we have taken 
into confideration the two memorials from' the g9vcrnor and compa- 
ny of merchants of England trading to the levant fc.is, delivered to 
“ hb grace the duke of Newcastle, one of his maielly’s principal fc- 

“ cretaries 
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“ cretaries of ibte, fetting forth the difadvantages the English trade lies 
“ under, by the encreafe of the french clotli trade to turkey; anti 
alfo the treaty of commerce lately concluded between the ottoman 
“ PORT and FR ANCE, whereupon we humbly take leave to reprefcnt to 
“ your excellencies, 

“ That Y'c have been attended on this occadon by Mr. dunster, dc- 
“ putv -governor of the faid company, and by fomc of tlie principal mci - 
“ chants trading to the levant leas, and having had Tome difcourlc with 
“ them, they informed us, 

“ That their trade lay under many confiderable diliidvantagcs,' which 
“ had occafioned a very great decrcafe thereof for feme y^ears pall. B\' 
“ the many encouragements given in prance tt) the woollen manufac- 
“ tures, the french were enabled to underfell them, at the fcveral ports 
“ in the levant ; by'^ means of which great quantities of British clotJi 
exported to turkey remained unfold in tlieir houfes in that country. 

“ That the company is at a very high expcnce, to the amount of 
Hooo 1. a year, in maintaining the amballador his maje/ly fends to the 
PORT, as well as*confuls, and other public officers in that counti'y.', 
which in the [irefent low condition of their trade, they are not able to 
•** fupport. 

“ That they apprehend if a bounty was to be allowed on the exporta- 
“ tion of cloth to the levant (which might include .spain, when a 
“ trade lliall be again open with that crown, and alfo italy) and the 
“ duty on turkey filk and giograms imported into great Britain, 
lowered; it nughtbe a means, not only of relieving them in their pre- 
“ lent difficulties, but might enable them to continue the expence of the 
■=* public minifters at the port, and to carry on this valuable branch of 
trade with advantage; whereas at prefent it labours under a large debt, 
** contracted by the faid company, which they have no hope of paying, 
wliile it continues in this drooping condition. 


As 
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As to the treaty lately concluded between the ottoman port and 
“ FRANCE, which we had communicated to them, they acquainted us 
“ that they did not fo clearly fee what advantages were given thereby to 
the FRENCH; but as there was a tariff to be fettled, in confequence of 
“ this treaty, they fliould be better judges when they fhould fee the faid 
“ tariff, of Vhich they expcdled Ibme further account from the ambafla- 
“ dor at the port. 

But we mufl beg leave to obferve to your excellencies, that we very 
“ much queftion whether the expedients they propofebe practicable; and 
“ we cannot take upon us to determine, whether the parliament will come 
“ into any aCt for reducing the duties on turkey filks andgrograms, or 
‘‘ for granting a bounty on the exportation of woollen manufaClures, but 
more efpecialiy for a partial bounty. 

We mull likewifc reprefent to your excellencies, that having alked 
the (aid merchants whether it would not be for their feiYicc, that his 
“ majetly’s ambailador at the port ihould be intruded to apply for the 
“ obtaining r.ll tlic advantages granted to any other nation, they feemed 
“ to decline it, on account of tlic encrcafe of e.xpencc, fucJi application 
mud be attcjuled with; and as no other expedient hitlierto has occur- 
“ red to us, that might be eiledual in the prefent cafe, we mufl content 
“ ourfelvcs with llating to your excellencies the matters of fad as they 
“ appeared to us upon tjur difeourfe with the laid merchants. 

All which is mofl humbly fubmitted. 

* Martin Bladen. 

Whitehall, Odober 9, R. Plumer. 

1740. Ja. Brudenei.l. 

R. Croft. 
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aB of parliament obtained for the Caspian trade. British faSiors 
fent into the north of PERSIA. Ihe Russian minijhy aufnncd at Mr. 
elton'j entering into the fervice of nadir shah. 

W HATEVER reafons at that time prevented the turkey com- 
pany from receiving- fiich national encouragement as they feemeti 
to think neceflary, it vt^as one popular argument in favour of tire propofed 
trade to Persia, that it would not Rand in need of fuch afliftance, and 
would be free to evci^ fubjc<il on the common terms of the fmall fine or 
contribution of hve pounds. The encreafe of the foreign confumption of 
our woollen manufadurcs, and the introduction of raw filk on the calicd 
terms, were alfo reafons of the moft pcrfuafive kind, to bring the parlia- 
ment to a refolution in favour of it. Several members of tlie RirssiA 
company were called to the bar of the houfc of commons, particularly Mr, 
ROBERT DiNGLFY, and Mr. ROBERT CR AMMON’ D, who managed the 
point fo well, that the arguments produced by the turkey company, had 
no longer any weight. 

The national benefit being therefore apparent to both houfes of parlia- 
ment, an ad %vas palfed that felVions as follows. 
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W llKREAS by letters patent, dated at Westminster the 26 th of fc- 
bruary, in the fill and fecond years of rhe reign of'king pku.ip .ami 
queen MA’i ", their rnaiefties did give and grant to certain perfons therein men- 
tioned, by the name oi mcr 'hants adventurers of England, lor the ciiii'ovcry 
of lar.ds, territories, ifles, don-iir.ions, and feigniories unknown, and not be- 
fore the;:- late aov'enture. or enterprize by fcas or navigation commonly fre- 
quented, the foie privilege ol trading to the dominions and territories of the 
emperor of russia, 


** Anti 



Chap. IX. CARRIED INTO EXECUTION. 65 

“ And whereas the liberties, powers, and privileges granted by the faid letters- 
patent, were afterw'ards, by an a.6t of parliament made in the eighth year of- 
the reign of queen Elizabeth, confirmed to the faid merchants, and their fuc- 
ceflbrs, by the name of the feilowftiip of English merchants for difeovery of 
new trades (now commonly called the Russia company i) by which the faid fel- 
“ lowihip are to have the foie privilege of trading to and from the dominions and 
“ territories of the emperor of Russia, lying northwards, north-caftwards, and 
“ nortlvwellwards, from the city of London-, as alfo to the countries of arme- 

“ NIA MAJOR or MINOR, MEDIA, HYRCANIA, PERSIA, Or the C ASPI AN fca : 

“ And whereas by an aft made in the tenth and eleventh years of the reign of 
kingy/iLLJAM the third, to enlarge the trade to Russia, any fobje^l of this 
realm hath a right to be made free of the faid fellowlhip, paying for fuch his' 
“ admifiion five pounds and no more: 

“ iVnd whereas by an aft of parliament pafied in the twelfth year of the reign 
“ of his lire majefty king Charles the lecond, entituled an adl: for encouraging' 
** aiid increafuig of (hipping and navigation, it is amongtl other things enadled, 
“ that no goods of foreign growth, produflion, and mariulailure, which 
by the find aft arc to be brought into England, ip-eland, wales, .the iHands 
“ of Guernsey or jersey, or town of Berwick upon tweed, in ENCLiSH or 
“ other 'ihipping nr.vigated in fuch manner as tlierein is mentioned, fliaJl be fliip- 
“ ped or btouglit Irom any other jdace or places, country or countries, but only 
from thoic of the faid growth, production or mainiladurc, or from thole ports 
w iiere fiic faid goods and t onunodiucs could only, or were, or ufuaily had been 
“ firll fnipped lor tranfportation, and from none other places or countries, 
“ under the penalties of rlv* forfeiture of all fuch goods, as alfo the fliip in which 
“ they are imported, with all her guns, furniture, ammunition, tackle, and ap- 
“ parel, to be divided and recovered, as in the laid ad Is direded, with provifd 
“ that the faid ad llsall n<jt extend, or be meant, to reftrain and prohibit the inr-'' 
“ porting of any of the commodities of the si r eights or . levant fea«, in ent-' 
“ Glish built Ihipping, and navigated as therein is direded, irom the ufual ports 
“ or places for lading them within the faid streights or levant leas, or the-im- 
porting any east inuia commodities, loaden in the like (hipping, and fo na- 
“ vigated from the ufual place or places far lading cf them, in any part of 
“ thofe feas, to the fouthward and eaftward of cabo bona sPEBANiA, although 
VoL. I. I the 
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“ the fald commodities be not of the very growth of the faid ports or places re- 
“ fpe^bively : 

“ And whereas at the time of patting the faid ad laft-mentioned, it was not 
ufual to bring to this kingdom raw fdk, and other goods and commodities of 
“ the growth, produce or manufaflure of Persia, through the dominions and 
« territories of the emperor of Russia: 

“ And whereas it may be of great advantage to this kingdom to open a trade 
to and from Persia through Russia, by promoting the confumption of the 
« woollen and other manufadures, goods, and commodities thereof, if raw filk, 
and other the goods and commodities of the growth, produce, and manufac- 
“ ture of PERSIA, be permitted to lx; imported into this kingdom from Russia, in 
« return for fuch woollen and other manufadures as (hall be exported from hence 
“ into RUSSIA, and from thence carried into Persia, and not otherwife; be it 
“ enaded, by the king’s mod excellent majclly, by and with the advice and con- 
fent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in this prcTent parlia- 
ment attemblcd, and by the authority of the lame, that from and alter tlic 
“ 24th day of June, 1741, itlhall and may be lawful to and lor any perfon or 
perfons free or to be free of the faid fellowlhip of exglism merchants, for dif- 
** covery of new trades, commonly called the Russia company, exclufive of all 
“ others, to bring and import into this kingdom, in British built Ihipping, na- 
“ vigated according to law, from any port or place, of or belonging to the cza r 
•“ or emperor of Russia, raw filk, or any other goods or commodities of the 
growth, produce, and manufaddurc of Persia, (provided fuch manufedure be 
made of the growth or produce of Persia) being purchafed by barter, with 
•“ woollen or other manufadures, goods or commodities exported from great 
“ BRITAIN to RUSSIA, and from thence carried into Persia (gold and filver in 
“ coin or bullion excepted) *, or with the produce arifing from the falcs of fuch 
manufadures, goods, or commodities fo exported to Russia, and carried into 
PERSIA as aforefekl, and not otherwife*, upon paying or fecuring the cufloms 
and other duties, now payable for the fame, by any law now in lorcc, according 
to fuch roles, -methods, -and diredions, and in the fame manner and form, and 
'**• with fuch. allowances, abatements, difeounts, and drawbacks, and under fuch 
penalties, forfeitures, and difabilities, as are by law prefcribed and pradiled on 
** the importation of the like goods of the growth, produce, or mauufadure of 
■*‘'i»F.RSiA, imported into this kingdom, from any port or place in the levant 

** feas. 
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feas, by any perfon or perfbns free of the levant or turkey company; any 

“ thing in the faid recited aft, made in the twelfth year of the reign of king 

“ cKARLts tire fccond, to the contrary thereof in any wife notwithllantling. 

“ And be it further enafted, that no filk or other produce, commodities, or 
manufafturcs of Persia, fliall be imported into great Britain through rus- 
SI A, by virtue of this aft, unlefs the importer or importers thereof do take an 
“ oath, or, being of the people called Quakers, a folemn affirmation, before the 
“ collcftor, cullomer, or comptroller of his miijefty’s cuffoms, (who are here- 
*• by impowered to adminifter the fame) at the port or place of importation, 
tliat, to the beft of his or their knowledge and belief, the filk and other the 

“ pro4uce, commodities, or manufafturcs of Persia, contained in bis or their 

“ entry or entries, was or were really and truly purchafed by barter with woollen 
“ or other manufaftures, goods, or commodities exported from great Britain 
“ to Kt SSI A, and from rhcncc carried into Persia, (not being gold or filver in 
coin or bullion) or with the produce arifing from the faics of fuch woollen 
** or other maiuifafturcs, goods or commodities fb exported as atorefaid, and not 
“ ocherwife; and in default of taking fuch oath or affirmation, all fuch filk or 
“ other the produce, comnuRlities, or manufaclures of Persia, fo imported 
♦* fiom RUSSIA, fhall be liable to be feized and forfeited, in like manner as if 
“ the fame had been imported conti ary to the faid a<fl, made in the twelfth year of 
“ the reign of liis late maieily king cuarles the fecond, intituled, an aft for en- 
“ couraging and increafing of fiiiitping and navigation. 

“ Providetl always, and be it further enafted, tliat nothing in this aft contain- 
cd fhall extend, or be conflrucd to extend, to the permitting the ufingor wear-? 
“ ing, in this kingdom, any wrought lilks, or otlicr the goods or commodities 
“ of the manufafturc of persia, mentioned in the aft j^alled in the eleventh year 
«* of the reign of his hue majefly king tvu.r.iAM the diird, intituled, an aft for 
“ the more effeftual empdoying the poor, by encouraging the manufafturcs of 
** this kingdom, which may be imported by virtue hereof through Russia; but 
the fame aft, and every claufe therein contained, fo far as the fame relates to 
“ the iinj onlug the laid goods into the port of London only, and to the entry 
“ thereof, and payment of the duties, and puttiog the fame into proper ware- 
“ houlc?, and exporting them on fecurity, and to rhe feizing and profecuting 
“ thofe goods, and dividing the produce of fuch feizures, and keeping projier ‘ 
** accounts tiicrecf, and fubjefting the pcrlbns concerned to penalties and difjd>!- 
* I 2 “ Uties, 
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ties, for breach of the faid ad, fliall be pradifed, and be of full force and ef- 
“ fed for- the purpoles aforefiid, as if the faid ad, and the feveral claufes there - 
“ in contained, were particularly, and at large, repeated and fet down in the body 
“ of this ad. 

“ And bo it futti'.er enacted, that if any qucftlon, difpute, or doubts lliall a- 
“ rife, whedicr any of the goods or commodities to be imported by virtue of 
“ this ad, be of the growth, produce, or manufadurc of Persia, or not, or 
were imported contrary to the true intent and meaning ot this ad, and the 
“ lame fhall, for diat rcafon, be feized as forfeited, the proof thereof lliall be 
incumbent on the importer or claimer, and not upon the officer or informer; 
“ and the commiffioners of the culloms, if they fee fufficient caule, fhall and may 
direct the officer of the culloms, who made the feiziire, to proceed in the pro- 
“ fecurion thereof, or not ; and judgment thereupon fliall be given for recovery 
of the forfeiture. 

“ And it be it further enaded, that if any adion or fuit lhall be commenced 
“ agiinlt any perfon or perfons, for any thing done in purfuance of this ad, the 
•“ defendant or defendants in fuch adion or fuit may plead the general iflue, and 
■“ give this ad, and the fpecial matter, in evidence, at any trial to be had there- 
upon; and that the fame was done in purfuance and by autliority ot this ad; 
“ and if it lliail appear lb to have been done, then the jury lhall find lor the de- 
fendant or defendants; and if the plaintiff lhall be nonfuited, or difeontinue his 
“ adion, after the defendant or defendants lhall liave appeared, or if judgment 
fliaii be given upon any verdid or demurrer againll the plaintiff, the defendant 
or defendants ffiall and may recover treble colls, and have the like remedy for 
the fame, as defendants have in other cafes by law. 

“ Provided aifo, that any thing in this ad contained fliall not extend, or be 
conftrued to extend, to hinder or deprive the corporation of the united com- 
pany ol merchants of England, trading to the east indies, from having and 
enjoying all and every fuch powers, privileges, franchiles, benefits, matters, 
or things, as do or lhall belong to them, or which they could or might cn- 
“ joy in any manner of waysj if this ad had not been made ; any tiling in this 
ad to the contrary nouvithftanding. 


« And 
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“ And be it further enaded, by the authority aforcfaid, that this lhall be ad- 
judged and deemed to be a public aft, and fhall be judicially taken notice of 
as fuch, by all judges, juftices, and other perlbns, witliout fpecially pleading 
“ the fame.” 

The RUSSIA company now prepared to fend fadors into ghilan, and 
with them a confiderahle quantity of cloth, and other woollen goods. 
This enterprize required, in a more peculiar mannef, great unanimity. The 
ARMENIANS wcrc already fixed in the Caspian commerce j and it is na- 
tural for people who have long enjoyed the foie pofl’efllon of any thing, 
to reafon thcmfelves into a perfuafion that they are the only rightlul pro- 
prietors of it, and confcquently that they do thcmfelves but juliice in, 
employing all their Ikill and induilry to oppofe thofc who pretend to 
lhare witli them. The Russia company was very early apprized of 
what tliey were to exped from the Armenians; it would have been 
therefore their intereft to eftablifii one houfe only in ghilan, in order 
to prevent the jcaloufy and difeord, which are but too frequent in our 
fadories abroad, and which might be apprehended in fo remote and 
lawlefs a country as Pi^RsiA. However, as a prefage of future difafters, 
feventi of the mod confiderahle Russia traders, either from a jealoufy 
which they had entertained of thofc who had given Afr. eeton the- 
firll countenance in this enterprize, or from a more judicious fufpicion of 
F.LTON himfelf, dcclinevi throwing their efteds into his hands, but font 
Mr. JAMES BROWN, Mr. MARTIN KYCK. VAN MIEROP, and Mr. RICH- 
ARD WILDER into GHILAN, vvho arrived there in 1742, with cloth and 
other manufadures to a very confiderahle value. Air. elton was not a 
little mortified at this ficp; however the firfi: of the two British fliips 
built at CASAN, and now completed, was put under his diredion. Be- 
ing alfo powerfully fupported by large confignments of cloth, and other 
proper goods, he went into Persia 

<• 

They are but ill acquainted with life, who do not know that it is 
checquered with evil, and the pleafurcs and advantages of it alloyed with 

? See WooORooi ii’s journal, chap, zz, and 


their 
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their contraries. I have already obferved, that Mr. elton had been em- 
ployed in the Russian fervice, and was bred a feaman. He had many 
abilities, but wanted fome talents that were requifitc on the prefent oc- 
cafion. 

No fooner was he arrived in o hie an, than a quarrel enfued between 
him and the Russian conful arapoff. Whether this was owing to 
Mr. elton’s being deficient in that fkilful moderation, fo eflential to the 
good condu< 5 t of commercial affairs, I will not pretend to fay; arapoff 
appeared to me a very honeft and difereet man; this however is moft 
certain, and in eeton’s favour, that very Ibon after his arrival in Per- 
sia, captain woodroofe, who commanded the firft British fliip built 
for this trade, was treated by the Russian fecretary at derbend, wdth 
great cruelty, as will be fully related hereafter. 

.Ambition had certainly a (hare in, Mr. elton’s refolutions; for he im- 
mediately entered into the fervice of nadir shah, as fuperintendent of 
the PERSIAN coafl. of tJie Caspian, with defign to build fliips in the 
EUROPEAN manner, if it fliouid be found pradicable. The news of this 
foon reached the fadors of St. Petersburg, but in a very obfciire and 
^mperfeifl manner. It gave tliem however fbme concern for the fccurity 
of their effeds, and dill more for the offence, which they eafiiy forefaw 
would be taken by the Russian court. 


CHAP, 
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rhe authof^s voyage io Riga. A defcription of elsineur, the Bmnd, and 

the fort i that guard this pajage, 

I N February 174?, I accepted the offer of a partnerfhip in Mr. ding- 
LEY s Iioufe at St. Petersburg ; in confequence hereof I was made 
acquainted with the Caspian trade, which was then in its infancy, and 
the objea of the fanguine hopes of fevcral of our moft confiderabk mer- 
chants. from that time I Indulged a defire of feeing Persia, a coun- 
try fo renowned for great and memorable events both in antient and 
modern hillory. 


In Apiil following I embarked in the river Thames on board an Eng- 
lish fhip bound for Riga. The feveral wrecks which then appeared 
in the lands and fliallows on the eaft coaft of England, gave me but 
melancholy irnpremons of the danger of a fca life. We had fevere wea- 
ther for the fcalon, and the fliip being very old and crazy, rendered my 
lituation by no means agreeable. It is perhaps hard to fay if the motion 
a fhip, or the fmell of tar is moft apt to create the fea ficknefsj when this 
licknds IS extreme, certainly nothing but the acuteft diftemper can ex- 
ceed it: gentle acids, and cooling foods are the greatefl relief. 


It was now the beginning of May, yet the winds in the north fea were 
extremely cold. The Baltic is fcldom clear of ice till the middle of 
that month, and the winds which pafs over it are generally pierclny 
At length we arrived in tlie sound. This strexght is about two 

‘r Of kkonensurg. on the banish fide, 

fs a Tv ‘I’' oppofite fide, on the swen- 

I5H conunent. In fome winters this paffage is frozen up. 


The 
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The duty paid here at different periods of time, has varied very much ; 
it is now near 3 4ths per cent, upon moft kinds of goods, and it is faid 
to amount to 70,000 crowns The original of this duty was to defray 
the charge oi' light-houfes and buoys, which the Danes fixed at proper 
places, for the fafety and convenience of navigators; thus they eafiiy 
prociued the confent of the feveral princes and Hates who traded into the 
EALTic, to which this is a more important pafs, than Gibraltar is to 
the MEDiTERKANEAN. In times of war veflels of moderate burthen have 
palled the greater belt at the back of Zealand; though the navigation 
here is more precarious, and the streiguts of newberg are alfo very 
narrow. In 1644, and the following year, the Hollanders patfed the 
SOUND in merchant-men as well as fhips of war, though the swedes, 
with whom they were at war, were then poflefled of both fides of the 
pafliige. 

The cannon now mounted in kronenburg caftle are large, and pro- 
bably much bigger than they were in thofe days; but a fufficient depth 
of water, a leading gale, and intrepid mariners might eafiiy furrnount 
any obfiacle to be found there, fhould ncceffity require the trial. This 
cafile projects into the w'ater, and is fo far detached from the town as 
to enjoy an open and delightful profpedt, and by its buildings, extent, 
and verdure within the walls, is rendered an agreeable place \ 

V The confuls of England, France, Holland, and Sweden, refide 
m the town. Mr. fenwick, the English conful, received me very po- 
litely. LLSENEUR is a iicat little town, watered by a fpring in the call 
part of it; and the flrcets being in fome places lined with trees, have an 
agrceuhlt* 7 'he neighbourhood of the swedes makes the Danish 

garrifon ftriit in the examination of all who come into the town. Co* 
RENHAGEN IS dilUiut fiom hciice about 20 English miles. 

* Lately iucrcafcd to ico.ooo crowns, of 53. 6 d. the danbs having wifely taken the precaution 
fo fome of their cuRorn houi'e ofliccrs in the evssian language, the duties being demanded on 

goods fpccifed on tlie clearances in Russia. 

^ Ihe vena I nin told are lUicly enlarged, and made more formidable than at I faw thcan. 

The 
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The remarkable piety of the Danish nation appears even amongft tlic 
common fokliers. I obferved with great pleaJurc tiieir good order and dif- 
cipline. When the guard was mounted, they made their addrefl'cs to the 
fupreme being, in a regular manner ^ The danes are laid to maintain 
30,000 men. They have a fmall trade to chin A; our inal'ers of llsips 
are foinetirncs fupplieil by that nation with china go. ds, but of late years 
thefe arc not only much atlvanced in price, but very bad in cpaluy. This 
is rdfo a little magazine of w inc, brandy, and llich commodities as are 
v.fed by the merchant fhips. The boats employed in this road arc very 
broad and ilvallovt% ami though the feu fometimes runs high, they live, 
as the ‘fcarnen term it, in a furprizing manner. 

From ri.siNroa w'C weighed, and pafled by Copenhagen, the roval 
palace of winch forms a magnificent profpeft from the uniter. The lea 
here is often very clear and tranfparent. Hence we palled by bormioem. 
v/ltich affords an agreeable profpc6l: in ferene weather, hut in tlie dole of 
the I'eafon is a great objed of terror to mariners*, few fliips navigate this 
fca from November to April. Soon after wc deferied the coall of couR- 
i.AND, wliich affords a landy and inhofpitable profpeci:, 

ITavli’ip; gentle breezes, in a iliort time we made tlie bay of Riga. . As 
k was now the end of May, it is not eafy to conceive how pleafant the 
BAt.Ttc fca is, and liow much the fccne was changed for the better, 'I'ho’ 
a maritime life had no utility, yet failing in fair weather might induce 
many to pradife it, who defire to enlarge the fccne of their plcafures. 
Here we were obliged to liglitcu our fliip, by tlirowiug out part of the 
ballad, that flic might not draw above 1 1 feet water, being the depth 
nfually found on the bar. 

* A pra^life fo Imicatcd in foine of the polite nation*?, Uiat one hardly ever i'c. oMer ar 
church, but when he is going to execution for defertion, or worfe crime?, h was remar c I:* the 
hue w'iir, th;.!t when all the tnfierent nations which compofed the confederate army were [ Lric'raiir.g 
their daily devotions, the ^ * foldicrs only, feemeu to have no fenfc of the being oi Go;i. 


VoL. I. 
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After a tedious palTage of 26 days, It was no fmall pleafure to go a- 
f)5ore; but by no means agreeable to be carried as a piifoner to the caPde 
of DVVENAMUND, wlicrc I was kept above an hour in tlie company of 
common Ibldicrs, and under fecietaries, who arc but a hnall remove from 
common loldiers. 


Russia being then at war with stvcDEis, I was queflioned if Iliad any 
paffport. They faw that I was a merchant from gland j I produced 
letters of recommendation from monheur narriskin, then the Russian 
niinifler at the court of London, to count best ucsiLc r, the great chancel'* 
lor of RUSSIA, and alfo to count lestock ^ i and yet they made great dilB- 
culties concerning the want of a paffport, wliicli it is not ufual to bung 
from ENGLAND, Petty officers in the Russian fervice, often conjure up 
difficulties, out of a religious regard to the letter of their orders j but tlie 
mafter of the ffiip no fooner made the ordinary compliment, than 
we were received by the ofiicer on duty as the triends of his fovereign. 
From thence I w'cnt by land about half a day’s journey to Riga. 


=> The fimc who was afterwards difgrticcd. 
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The author is detained at i ^ iga , by order of the governor. TJ fcription of' 
that city and its trade. An account of -dor w and kauva , -vhh the 
trade thereof. The author a.rriojcs at St. PF.Tr.KsriuRG, 

I T was about the 20th of May when I arrived at Riga. The weather 
was as hot as ever I remember it, during many years aboiie in Portu- 
gal j for the fun leaves the horizon only three or four hours, and its re- 
fkclion continues even great part of that time, fo that, the’ the tlcws 
fill, neither the earth, nor con'cqnently the air, has time to become tem- 
perate. 

Here I was received by the British fiu^tors. wdth great kindnefs arid 
marks of regard, particularly by Mr. thomas spkncer and liis brotlicr. 
I'licic gentlemen arc didingui/lied by their afRuence and generolity. 
They gave me a hofpltablc reception, which was the more pleafing, as I 
found myi'elf relervcd lor t.hc honour of being a jfate prifoncr. T pro- 
duced the mod indubitable credentials, the fame I have already mention- 
ed j and alfo letters of recommendation to the knglish fudors in rig.v, 
by all which it appeared 1 was an rx'Gi.isii factor going to refide in St. 
PETEPv.siiuRG. But tlie governor having received oniers tliat no pcrfoii 
fliould prc'cccd from thence without exprefs leave from tlie court then rc- 
fiding in St. peters liURG, he would not give me a paflport, and I was 
obliged to wait there for feventecn tlays. Such is the jcaloufy vehicli the 
neighbourhood of the swedes creates in time of war. 

I fpent this time as agreeably as a garrifon apai its confines would per- 
mit, but not a little mortified and furprized with dtc extreme heat. I 
was afTured, that after the melting of the fnovv, the eartli being imjM'Cg- 
nated with the nitre which the fhow contains, fbnictimcs brings to ma- 
turity, in I1.X weeks, the rye w'^hich has Lain in the ground during the wln- 
• K 2 tciq 



76 DESCRIPTION OF RIGA, Part I. 

ter; and that wheat has been ibwn and reaped within the fame time; the 
truth of which I fliould have difputed, if it had not been aflerted by 
perfons of undoubted vcracity. 


This city, whicli had now a confidcrable garrifon of Russian forces, 
was built about tJie year 1 190, when this country firib received the know- 
ledge of cuRis r. It is the metropolis of 1,1 von 1 a, a place of great 
confequence, lituated in tJie latitude of 57, on the north eafe of tlie 
OWEN A, which runs into the gulph oi Riga. It was taken from the 
swj',Dr,s by pe i er the great in 1710, after a iiegc of three months, 
in which time the Swedish garrifon, by famine, the plague, Jijnd the 
(word, were reduced from 120CO to 5000 men; and of the burghers and 


inhabitants there died about 60,000. Several lioufcs liave yet marks 
of the bombardment; the gallantry of die swedes in defending tliis 
place, was in fome mcafure rewarded by tlie fuperior genius of pi:cti:r 
THE great, who granted the town a very honourable capitulation, 
wliich has been ever fincc rcligioully obferved. The magi/lracy pre- 
ferve the civil power, according to their antient immunities ; and tlie keys 
of the town gates arc dcpoiited with them every nigljt. Tiic burg’icrs 
have the fble right of buying of the polish and Russian merchants; 
and confcqucntly the English faftors, and other foreigners, can buy on- 
ly of the burghers; the latter, by this exclufivc privilege, might be mucJi 
cnriclicd; but by oxcfhvc high living, and making their trade a kind of 
1 lock-jobbing, numbers of them of late years arc become bankrupts. 
Befidcs trie corporation of burghers, which has the management of the 
city affairs only, the crown has a court under tlie Russian laws, 7 'lns 
takes cojnizancc of the afl'ersments for quartering of fokiicrs, and otlier 
matters relating to the government. There is alfo a provincial court for 
the affairs of tiio province, conlidcrcd as diflinbf from tlic city. 


The river dwlna generally clofes about the end of November, and 
opens again near the middle of March; fo that this town has tlic advan- 
tage of St. PE I EP.sKiRG, die nevgv Ixing there clofed about fix weeks 

longer. 
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longer. When the ice breaks up, it often comes down in fuch large 
pieces, and vvitli fo vail a weight, as to remove points of land, and form 
banks, wliich fometinlcs remain for fcveral years. This renders it impof- 
fiblc for any Handing bridge to be built over the river, an inconvcniency 
which is removed l)y a bridge of rafts and boards, during the fummer 
feafon; fi that they walk even with the furface of the water. About 
300 velfcis can conveniently lay and take in their loading to the depth of 
nii-.c feet water. Larger fliips load in a creek not fir diflant, wliere there are 
fevcii fithoms water; and flips which cannot pafs the bar, load below it, 
at a plate called the baldek.v. 


The chief commodities here, are hemp, flay, marts and timber. 'I’hc 
quantiiy ol tlio hemp is generally about 40,000 fcliiponnds % which is 
bronglit dv)\vn in flni'/es ‘ of 50 to 70 feet long, and 20 to 30 feet 
bio.iti, m.ido iicfui and ilern alike, a.nd fteered by oars of about 2 ^ feet, 
of which tlicre is one at tlic head, and another at tlic Hern. 


li.c POLAMorms bring a large proportion of thefe commodities, chief- 
ly from the polish UKKAiyf. The flax is brought from diujana and 
1.! nidyWiA, a great part of which they call uruan a r A fH'pzr.R and li- 
'inv.'AMA ii.\(A i/.hpi, J lie timber is from thole parts of i’oi.AND which 
border on roRKi v; great p.irt of that which is ft for mads is two fum- 
mers in its pa Mage m ksoa. This place formerly exported vart quan- 
tities of eoru for sw j;nr.v and otlier countries; but the lylleni of politics 
in tliat country having been ior fomc time repugnant to tliat of Russia, 
the town h.iS luifcicd the inconvenience of a P'rolnbition. 

Ric;a iias lometimes loaded annu.illy near 500 lliips, of which above 
300 were horn tlic uxii kd provikci.s ; but as the trade of tliat coun- 
tiy in gt.iiti al has bcv..n foi ionie years on tne decay, the number of 
DU 1 1. H ihips rti. this port has dccrealcd; nor indeed Iia.s tiie timber, in 
which great part of* the trade conlirtcd, been fo eiTcntia! to thofe pro- 


64c o tons. 


* Flat bottomed boats 


Vinces, 
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vinces, fiiice tl’^ov have found th.at flones will make a more lading fence 
againll the inroads of the fea. 

They itjealiire here by the cll, of which i ' is equal to a yard Eng- 
lish. Their foot of J2 inches, is equal to 1 1 inches English. Their 
weights are 

1 ounce ") C ^ 

32 loot V * , / J pound of 16 ounces, 

20 pound \ * / * lifpound. 

20 lifpound C I ichippound. 

And they generally reckon 3 • Ct. English to a fehippound. . 

Liquors are fold by the ftoop, of which three arc equal to an enolis:i 
gallon. 

■- The money current here is rlx dollars alberts, equal to 80 farthings. 

2 farthings = i mark. 

20 marks = r ort. 

4 orts 1 rix dollar, alberts. 

This mark is an imaginary fpecies of money, but they have another 
kind of mark of 6 grofs, by which fome commodities arc bought. 

The farthings are polish as well as Swedish coin. 

The merchants keep their accounts in rix dollars ^ and grofs, 90 grofs 
to a rix dollar. — But the tradefmen kec]) their accounts in rix dollars of 
40 marks, 

T.ne houfes here are made deep in the roof, for the better carrying off 
the water, which is very penetrating when the fnow melts. In this they 


* Gcwrally wor'!! 


5 3. 6il. according as the exchange is on Amsterdam. 


excel 
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excel the RUSSIANS, who have 0111 greater occafion to provide agalnft the 
like inconvenience. The cellars arc ufed as magazines for flax, and o- 
thcr goods; and tire entrance, or firfl apartment, in inoft houies, is 
the coach-houfe, by which you muft pais to the parlour and din« 
ing-roorn. The houfv.'S have ieldom above two dories, and the jftrccts 
are narrow. Gkrman is the language of the people of Rig a, but the 
peaiants in tire neighbourhood, and other parts of livonia, fpeak un- 
do ctcu, a dbleir entirely differing from the german. 


My p;i!liK:r in St. n; .I'fAisijuRG, having procured a paiTport for me, I 
provid;.*'.’ nryfelf with a llecping waggon and on tire 7th of June I took 
pod for !-i. i r.RSDURG. 'i'he foil about riga is faudv, but, after 
tome diibrnee, tire country becomes more picafant. In feme places it 
is champ. ry.n., in others the hills diverfify the feene. It abounds in wood 
and ct.-rn i uid, :ind is well watered. The psofl; horfes arc exceeding bad, 
i)ur as tb.c llages are Oiort, and the heufes clean, tlris inconvenience is 
tupportable. 'I'lic ordinary ftations for the poi’ts are fiiar, at tire river 
AA, GAKIJIN, KUi-AATZ and UORl’T, 111 all ubout 23O WCl'lls. ’ 

Dohi’ t ilands (;n a plain, and is watered by the river ESiRurK, which 
runs into the lake peu'us. The country on the tide tcuanls Riga pre- 
ients a moil dcliglub.';! profped. Its trade conlifls mouly in corn and 
flax, of which coniidcrable quantities are font to Riga. I he people here 
pretend, that every third year their v/heat degenerates into ryc; an opi- 
nion tliat probably lias taken its rife from an unfTiifu! cultivation of the 
land, wliich may caufe the flze and fubllancc of the grain to he greatly 
dimiiiinicd. ’Tis perhaps from the fame reafon reverfed, the Hunga- 
rians pretend, that in feme parts of Hungary the earth is naturally fo 
fruitful, atid probably f) well nourithed by cultivation, that, after three 
years, rye bcccmcs wheat; but neither of thefe pretended facts was it liiy 


Thcl’caic maJv; of leuher, refembling cradles, and luitig; uiyri I;; a 


acc'. 
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buflneis to ' Dorpt lias the appcaranccof a fupcrb heap of ru- 

ins. Here are the remains of a calllc which prtkr thk great took 
from the swed- s in 1704, upon which occ.tlron great part of the town 
was dehroyed i>v tire. From hence the country near the road is cleared 
of wood, and in many places well inhabited. I travelled along the 
banks of the lake I’KIPUs, wliich is laid to abound in lHh. It is 120 
wcifts lono;, and 60 broad, communicating with the lake pscow the 
borders of which are famous for producing flax'. From dorpt to for- 
ma POSTERN 37, to RANDAFFPUiNGF.RN tO PURRAW 34, tO VAVA- 
RA 20, to NARVA 4 1 werlls. 

Here I was received with great hofpltality by Mr. thomas winn, 
an ENGLfsH mercliant, who always difiinguinicd himfelf by his great 
kindnefs to his countrymen wIk) paffed through this province, as well as 
for the integrity and exaclncfs of his cotnmercial corrcfpondcncy, by which 
he lias acquired a confulcrablc fortune. Narva, which is the capitrd of 
DsTOM A, is not a large town, but ihands on a riling ground, is clean, and 
well fortified. Its trade conflils modly in flax and timber j of the hrli:, about 
220,000 poods'" are generally brought to market, part of it on die fnowj 
but the greatefl quantity is tranfported in fpring, from rscow, through the 
lake PEIPUS. Two werlls above tlie town there is a catarad: in the river 
NARVA, at wliich they arc obliged to in. load the barks. — ^Holi.and, Por- 
tugal, and kvcral parts of the Baltic, as well as England, take off 
this flax; as the Hollanders the greatell part of the timber. Formerly 
they loaded 300 to 400 diips annually, with this article only; but now the 
number is reduced to about j 00. The exportation is limited by the Rirs- 
siAN government, to 120,000 balks *, which arc of 20 to 40 feet long, and 
JO to 15 inches fquare. The English generally demand the largcll, and 
the ifOLL-ANDi’Rs the fmallefl kind. Every ton of fliipping in meafurc- 
Tnent will take a load of timber, 50 folid feet being reckoned to a load. 


* Vulgar!/ called the lalte FLEiKOw. 


^ About 3,500 tons. 


1 Firr trees. 


The 
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The import here is about 1 5,000 lbs. weight of tobacco, and a fmali 
quantity of bale goods j but the greateft article is fait, of which they 
take near 100,000 poods™, 180 poods being reckoned to the laft, of 
two tons ENGLISH. There is no depth of water for Ihips of above 
120 tons} fo that larger velTcls are obliged to lay in the open road, where 
they are often diflrcfled by hard gaks of northerly winus; but this evil 
is intended to be remedied by building a pier. This city is remarkable 
in ftory for tlie great defeat which the Russians met in the infancy of 
their military power, when 100,000 of them fled before a handiul of 
SWEDES. This happened in the year 170O} and four years afterwards it 
was obliged to yield to the fuperior numbers and fortune of the Russi- 
ans, wiio have lield it ever fince*, and in confcqucnce of the favour 
whicii wavS fliewn it by tire czar, the town enjoys its civil government, 
without labouring under any oppreffion. 

From NARVA I departed for jamburc, on the river lug a, overwhiclr 
there is a floating bridge; here aUb ftands an old caftle. From thence I 
proceeded lo cskr res, pafling out of Estonia into ingria, where the 
road is moflly made of timber. The land within 20 werfts of St. peters- 
lUiRG on the banks of the neva, is very marfliy. From narva to St. 
PETERSBURG IS 1 46 wcffts, and tlic whole diflance from Riga 546". 
Notwithflanding the fevcral flops I made on the road, together with the 
bad poll; horfes, I arrived the fourth day without much difficulty. 

•" .Above 1100 tons. " 598 miles. 
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CHAP. XII. 

The BRITISH faBory at Petersburg alarmed by the complaints of the court 
jj/'russia againji Mr. elton. The author offers his fervice to go into 
PERSIA, and takes the charge of a caravan of woollen goods dcfgned for 
that country. 

I Arrived at St. Petersburg the loth of June, a day fbmewhat re- 
markable to me, as being the fame on which I landed at Lisbon 
fourteen years before, when I hrft went aliroad ; but remarkable to many 
for the birth of a man, who might as well have not been born for any 
good he has done the w'orld in general, or his unfortunate and deluded 
adherents in particular. 

I was extremely pleafed to find a city fo open, aiiy, and regularly 
built in ma^^ places, wdth very good houfes in the Italian tafte. 

My reader wnll remember that I Iiad formed a defign of going into 
PERSIA, fhould any convenient occalion offer. The feveral intimations 
of the diffreffed condition of that country, hatl indeed made fonie impref- 
lion on me, but not much abated my curiofity. Very few weeks had pafl 
before my partner, and other factors who were correfpondents with 
Mr. ELTON, being alarmed with the complaints of the Russian court 
in relation to that gentleman, rcfolved, that one of them would make a 
journey into PERSIA. I then offered my femce, which was accepted. 

How far Mr. elton bad carried the defign of trading from great- 
BRiTAiN over the ca.spian fea into Persia, and how well it had fucceed- 
cd to his wiflies, has been already related : but now we had reafbn to be- 
lieve, that, not contented with the purfuit of comercial affairs, he had 
i.njudiciouily engaged in the fervice of nadir shah, to build fliips on the 
caSI*xan after the European manner. This was not then acknowledg- 
ed 
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ed by el ton, nor entirely credited by his friends in St. PE rERsBURG, 
but was thought a futiicient caulc to make an enquiry. Other realbns 
of jealoufy alfo concurring, we applied to Sir cyril \v\ ch, at that time 
his majefty’s minifter at the court of Russia, and he, by a memorial to 
the great chancellor’s office, demanded a pafiport for me, which w'as 
granted. 

I provided myfelf with a convenient flecping-waggon, another for my 
clerk, and a third for my baggage, alfo a Russian menial fervant, a tar- 
tar boy and a foklicr ; then having received fuch inftru<flions as were ne- 
ceflaiy from the fidors v/ho were interefted in this new commerce, and 
taken upon me the charge of a caravan of thirty feven bales of enghii 
cloth, 1 prepared lor my journey, 

Th is caravan of cloth, making twenty loads, fet out the lA: of sep- 
TFMBRR. 1 he loth of that month I followed it, not without fome 
painful apprehenuons that though I might probably arrive time enough 
to obtain a pallage over the Caspian into Persia, yet the caravan would 
be too late in the feafoa. 

I liad an order for nine poft-Iiorfc-s, and w.as determined to make what 
fpecd the conveyance of the feveral necefiary things I carried with me 
would admit; but notw ithAanding this order for the facility of obtaining 
fuch a number of horfes, and greater difpatch, I hiicd coprAcnNicK.s \ 
It is too much the cuA:om in Russia for officers or pcri'ons wlio travel 
with fervants or foldiers, to treat the pcafants with infolence. Tlie firA 
charge I gave my attendants, was, to avoid every occalion of difpiite, 
and Aill more of oppreffion ; that if any infuk was offered to them, they 
Aiould inform me, that I might judge in what manner it ought to 
be refented. 


Peafants borfes, for which they j-ay one copeck or a half-penny each werll ; whereas poil hcrK-> arc 
but i a copeek, and not lb good. 


L 2 
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The rainy and feafon being already come on, I fbtind the roads 

extremely bad, •especially for about fifteen vverfts. I'he adjacent country 
to St. PETERSBURG, would be impalTable but for the great care which 
is taken in mending the roads with timber and fafeines. A peace being 
concluded with Sweden, we overtook great numbers of foldiers who were 
retiring to tl>eir winter quarters. 

On the 1 1 th we found the ro.ad better, though the ground about us 
was raarlhy, and little or no arable land appeared. We got this even- 
ing to PREKSTAN, which IS 1 23 wcrfis from St. Petersburg. On the 
12th w'e advanced thirty-fix werfis to tlie river volcoff, which, it was 
necefiary to pufs. The banks of this river arc very pleafuit, part con- 
filling of rich arable lands. It communicates with the lake lodoga, 
veffels pafhng through this river to the canal, wdiich runs into the nkva ; 
alfo with the lake ilmen at novooorode from whence, by tlic river 
MSTA and TWERSA, it communicates with the Volga at the city 
U GLITZ. 


The ferry-man finding that I w'as a merchant, began to he infolc!)!. 
ThcJfe boors ufually entertain a contemptible notion of their own traders, 
compared with military people, which they extend to merchants in 
general. I could not help obferving upon this, as upon many other oc- 
cafions, the obfiinate opinion which the peafants had imbibed of the little 
rerpect due to merchants, ihoiigh this barbarity of manners wears off very 
fall amongll tJie politer part of the people. The delay and impertinence 
to which i found inyfclf thins expofed, neccflarily called on my foldier to 
exercife his cane, which foon brouglit my antagonift to his duty. As tlie 
road on the oppofite fide of this river w'as exceeding bad, wc intended 
to have gone up to novogorodk by water, but the wind blow'ing flrong 
in our teeth prevented us. 

t 

The 1 3th, tlie darkiieis of the night, the hard wind, and rain, and cx- 
ceflive bad road, obliged us to halt, and lleep in our waggons in the 
open field, elpeciaily as one of them remained till morning ftuck in a bog. 

We 
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We overtook a party of cossacks, wl\o had Icrved in the war agaiiiftthe 
swEi)r;s > one of them feixed hold of my horfes, but he foon difpelicd 
my fears by informing me that he had difcovered the horfe he had loft 
three years ago, which proved to be the real cafe ; he very civilly pro- 
cured me another to the next llage, and we parted witlt mutual wifhes* 
of a good journey. From the volcoff, we pafled the msta, near novo- 
GORODE, and thence came to bronitz on the 14th, which is 230 werfts 
from St. PETERSBURG. I now found the weather mild, which was a 
joyful circumftance to me, who had not been accuftomed to autumn jour- 
nies in a rigorous climate. The road alfb was open and pleafant, which 
was fomc confolation for our being obliged to take this rout, the bell road 
being under repair. The lanil in fcveral places is dry and arable, and pro- 
viuons (b clieap, that good beef may be bought for the value of three far- 
things a pound, mutton and pork in proportion, and bread about one lixth 
part of its ufual price with us in England. 


The RUSSI ANS, though not the acuteft lawyers, underlland how to tor- 
ture vvoiils, and make them fty what was never intended: my poderos- 
Noi 5', by fomc omillion or ambiguity, now left me at the mercy of the 
polt-mafcers, as it was fo worded as to lignify either poft- horfes or yam- 
SHKLKS’’, Wc pafled by KEESTiKoi, and went 40 werits to isacoff. 
'Fhe 15th. Lafl: night tlie axle-tree of my own waggon broke: the 
RUSSIAN vehicles, unlefs made by exprefs commifiion> are very fubie<5t 
to fuch accidents. This day we arrived at valdai, wdieie is a confl- 
derable monafler)’-, fituated on a little ifland formed by the adjacent lake; 
the town is the property of the monallciy. The inhabitants are moftly 
the defeendents of the poles, wlio were brought here as prifoners in for- 
mer wars, but the dUlind'Hon is now alinofl loft. The drefs of the wcirien 
is neater, and their perlbns are more comely than in genera! thofe of the 
RUSSIAN pcafants j but their excellive laughrer, and painted races, greatly 
djminiih the external* charms which nature lias beftowed on them. Tlie 


» Ofilerfor liorCcs, 


^ Horics for whuh z copecka a wcril arep.viJ iij this place. 


country 
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country is very hilly, and afibrds many pleafant profpeds* Venus 
leenis to have had Jiere a more peculkr refidence from the feveral amor- 
ous fongs which the Russians hold in great eileem, in relation to the 
feenes of delight which this place affords ; though the more refined parts 
of love, are hardly to be found among the prefent inhabitants. Here we 
got horfes for i -I copeeks a werft each horfe. 

The 1 6th. By noon we had advanced 99 werfts to vishneivolocho- 
qiie; here we took horfes for 130 werfts. The next day, pafling over 
feveral branches of the msta and twersa, I got to twere, where I 
came up with my caravan of cloth. Great complaints were made by 
the iswosHicKs % of the badnefs of the roads, infbmuch that my fear 
of its not reaching Persia that year cncreafed ; therefore inftead of one 
horfe to each load, I ordered two, and promifed to divide fomething 
confiderable among the carriers, if they exerted themfelves to the utmolt 
x3f their ftrength and ability. 

And now we are upon this fubjedl, before I proceed further, perhaps 
it may afford fome gratification to the curious, to be informed in what 
manner caravans ufually travel in this country. 


C PI A P. XIII. 

7hc htji manner of ordering caravans in Russia, and hovo they are ge- 
nerally conduced. 

I N RUSSIA, carriages for merchandize are drawn only by one horfe. 

Thefe vehicles are nine or ten feet long, and two or three broad, and 
are principally compofed of two (Irong poles, fupported by four wheels 
of near an equal fize, and about as high as the fore wheels of our oc- 


* Cwrkrs. 


dinary 
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dinary coaches, but made very flight: many of the rounds of the wheels 
are of a fingle piece of wood, and open in one part for near an inch; 
and fome of them are not fhod with iron. 

The firfl: care is to lay the bales, as high as the cart will admit, on a 
bed of matts of the thickeft fort Befides the original package, which 
is calculated to Hand the weather, the bales are ufually covered with 
very thick matts, and over tliefe other matts are laid, to prevent the fric- 
tion of the ropes } laftly there is another covering of matts, in the want 
of raw cow hides, which are always beft to defend the goods from 
rain, or from the fnotv, which, when it melts, is yet more penetrating. 
Each b*ale is fealed up with a leaden feal, to prevent its being opened on 
the road, or any of the goods vended in the country, that is, when they 
are intended for tersia. 

In St. PETERSBURG, ffom whence the British caravans always fet out, 
it is neceffary to provide a wins h which mull be carried to the cuftom- 
houfe of ASTRACHAN, and allb paflports for the people that attend the 
caravan. The manner of procuring horfes is to agree with one or more 
ponr.RATCiiicKs who provide for the whole caravan, in the funjmer 
feafon at the rate of about one ruble a pood ", for the carriage from St. 
PETERSBURG to ZARITZEN, which is Hcar i8oo vvcrfis; and in winter 
i.t is only 40 copecks *. Thefc waggons urual||^, .carry from 25 to 30 
poods. On ev’ery agreement of this kind, the ctown receives a duty of 
] o per cent, but the carriers are not very fcrupulous in regard to the de- 
claration of the exadl price. 

As this duty is by agreement ufually paid by the m after-carrier, he takes 
out a CHAMATAvoi yerliqufJ, and having part of the money advanced, 
he provides the carriers, and every thing neceffary for the journey. And 

/ I'hc RUSSIANS call ihcH? matts loobkas anJ lu;orka$4 ^ A cuIlom'hou(b ** ALilcr 

carriers. 36 lb. unoj. ish. * Which is :o 19 per ilonc of 14 lbs, English, 

for 1200 ENGLISH miles in fummer, but in winter not quite 8 pence per Aoiie. > A certain clear- 
av*cc lb callcvi. 


here 
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here a zapis " is of excellent ufe to keep thefe people tn order, for by this 
they oblige thernfelves to watch the goods at night, and preferve them as 
much as pollible from fire, water, and thieves ; but in the laft cafe little 
dependence ought to be made on them, either for courage or for arms. 
On this account the condiuflor of the caravan (who with us in the Bri- 
tish trade was generally a foreigner) ought to take particular care of this 
regiilered bond; for the carriers being uncafy at the reftraint it lays them 
under, will fomctimes attempt to fteal it from him while he is alleep. 

Spring and autumn are very bad feafojis for tJ'avelling, as my caravan at 
this time experienced. TJiere is a law in force, made in favour of die 
carriers, by which any contradl for tranfporting merchandize in the 
winter becomes null and void, if the roads are broke up by a thaw, 
and thereby rendered impracticable to travel in fledges, in which cafe the 
carriers have the liberty of taking out tbeir horfes, anti leaving a caravan in 
any town they can mofl: eafily reach. The condudlors of caravans gene- 
rally chufe to lodge in villages, a few miles wide of mosco. If they come 
into the city, the goods mufl: be houfed in the gostinadwore or pay 
diree copeeks a load, the fame as if they had been houfed. There is no 
nece/Tity to make any flay in this city, except to regifler the clearances, 
or to gratify the carriers, who arc too fonil of the fpirit of corn to pafs 
ereat towns without their fill of it. 

At novochopersKjMa, a frontier garrifon tow'ards the don cos* 
SACKS, they examine the chamatavoi yerlique, already menti- 
oned j and the officers, in order to extort a prefent, ufually make great 
difficulties i but when they are reminded, that according to the treaty of 
commerce with the British crown, and the empress’s regulations of 
trade, a dollar is due for every hour of illegal detention, they foon be- 
came reconciled to the acceptance of a loaf of fugar, or a few bottles of 
brandy, and I'uffcr the caravan to proceed. 

* A regiftcred bond. » Public warehoufes. 


The 
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The caravans generally fet out about 12, both In the night and day, 
except in the heat of fuinmer. In the winter betv<?een St. petk rsburg and 
Masco, they ufually travel 70 werrts in 24 hours ; but from mosco to 
2ARITZEN, only 40 or 50 werHs: in fummer their ilagcs are fliorter. 
Great part of the laft mentioned road being tlirough an uninhabited coun- 
try, makes the carriers cautious not to jade their horfes. Every time they 
fet out, the condudlor ought to count the loads. When neceffity requires 
that the caravan fhould be drawn within fences, or into yards, the heads 
of the vvaggons ought to ftand towards the door in a regular order, and a 
guard, who will keep a better watch than an ordinary carrier, Ihould be 
be fet over it : for want of this precaution, whole caravans in Russia have 
been fornetimes confurned by fire. It is niofl eligible to ftop in tlie field, 
where the ufiuil method is to form the carriages into a ring, and bring 
the horfes as well as tlic men within it, always obferving to keep in fuch 
a poficion as befl to prevent an attack, or repulfe an enemy. The khajl.- 
MUCKS on the banks of the Volga are ever ready to embrace an op- 
portunity of plundering and deftroying paffengersj therefore when there 
is any occafion to travel on thofe banks, which fliould be avoided as much 
as pofiiblc, an advanced guard of at lead four cossacks is of great ufe ; 
efpccially to patrole in the night j it is not often pradifed but I found it 
indifpeniabiy nccelTary when I travelled on thofe banks, as I fliall have 
occafion to relate. 

A hundred carriages take up two tliirds of a mile in length, fo that 
when no horfeman is at hand to fpread the alarm, the rear might be eafily 
carried off. They have not even a trumpet, horn, or other indrument 
for this purpolc; they truft in providence and think any care of this ki.nd 
unneceffary, though the negled has fornetimes proved of fatal confequcnce. 

By the time the caravans, which fet out in the winter, ufually arrive at 
ZARITZEN, the VOLGA becomes very dangerous j for which reafon goods 
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are houfed there till the waters are open. From astrachan they fel- 
dom venture to travel on the ice after January. It muft be obferved, that 
to favc the flapping feafon, either on the Baltic or the Caspian fea, 
it is fometimes neceflary to make loads only of 1 5 poods for a Angle horfe, 
but the hire of the horfes is then eftimated near the fame, as if it was 
25 poods. Another way, which I experienced, is to hire double horfes 
to 25 poods, which faves many days, and was the caufe that my caravan 
got fkfe into Persia, when another, which fet out a week fooncr from 
St. PETERSBURG, wintered in astrachan. 

It is necellary to fend previous advice to zaritzen, that a veflel may 
be provided by the time you arrive there. Thofe veflels which carry 
3000 poods % are as large as is coiififtent wdth fafety and difpatch to go 
down the Volga to astrachan. They cofl: from 60 to 100 rubles'^, 
and, confidering how ill they are put together, fometimes prove very 
dear. They require 15 or 20 hands to navigate them, of which half 
ought to be foldiers, in order to ferve as a convoy againft robbers, of 
which I fhall have occaAon to fpeak more at large. 

I have been the more minute in this relation, as my intention is to pre- 
ferve a remembrance of the manner in which this branch of commerce 
was conduced. 

r 

^ About 45 tons, * 12 to i8K 
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C H A P. XIV. 

A defcripttcn of twere, and of the great road made by the command of 
PETER the GREAT from St. PETERSBURG fo xMosco. ^be author ar^ 
rives at mosco. A Jhort defcription of that city. 

T O return to T we re. It is a very antient city, but of no beauty; 

the largeft and beft Urufture was then building for the ufe of the 
civil officers of the government. This place ftands on both hdes of the 
twers’a, which runs into, or is rather a branch of the great river Vol- 
ga. Another large branch of that river runs about {buth weft to volo- 
dimerofp, and from thence northwardly for many miles, terminating 
in a little lake; fo that in this place, as well as iri many others, the Vol- 
ga fecms to be a rich mine of gold to the Russian empire. 

Twere is a great rendezvous for merchants who trade to the towns 
on the banks of the volga; in the ordinary courfe of the year, here is 
not a depth of 20 inches w^ater; yet in the months of April and May this 
river receives fuch vaft floods from the melting of the fnow, as raifes the 
water to 10 or 11 feet. Large flat bottomed veflcisof 200 tons take this 
opportunity of paffmg to and from astrachan, and other places; the 
trade to Persia being fometimes carried on by the lame channel. They 
bring here great quantities of rock fait, caviare and iifli; and carry back 
bale goods, corn, meal, and all kinds of groceries, performing the voyage 
in 16 or 20 days. 

The 19th we arrived at klin, which is a very agreeable place, near 
afmall branch of the river kliazma. Faffing through pieskie, klu- 
SENO, PETRowsKoi,^ and other fmall villages, we travelled 84 werfts, 
and the next day we arrived at mosco, the metropolis of the russja.m 
empire. 
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Among other great works of that immortal prince peter I. he caufed 
a road to be cut from St. Petersburg, intending to make the whole dif- 
tance of 734 werfts ' in a direct line and perfpedi^iifc, but it is jiot entire- 
ly compleated, nor is the part performed, exadly on the original plan. 
Vaft forrefls of fins, birch, arid other trees, were cut througlu, and a 
paflage made over mcralies, which till then was thought impoffi- 
ble to be accompliflied. Immenfe quantities of timber were hewn 
down, ditches were made, and the earth thrown up and levelled, upon 
which ftrait firs, their furfaces being firft made plain, were laid dole to 
each other; thefe are fupported by a foundation of the fame kind of tim- 
ber, and the ends in the center, for it is compofed of two trees, and on both 
fidcs, are fecured by crofs timbers. This bridge or road of timber, is car- 
ried, according as the land requires it, for about 150 werfts. For- 
merly the timber way was much longer, but as the lands grow drier, 
it becomes the more unneceiTary. Even for this extent of 1 50 werfis, 
allowing one tree with another to be 9 inches diameter, and the length 
23 feet and fuppofing the foundation and fides to be only half fo many 
more as the bridge is compofed of, and the road to be 46 feet wide, 
here is an an expence of 2,100,000 trees. But befides thelc, there are 
on the fides of the road, great quantities of timber cut down, which liad 
never been ufed. 

On my arrival I was received with great hofpitality by Mr. john 
TAMEsz, who by his fkill and induftry as a merchant and manufudurer, 
has acquired a great reputation. His fabric appeared as a little town, 
having about 40c looms, which employs more than 1000 hands in mak- 
ing fail-cloth, Iheetings, ravcnducks and drillings. 

Mosco is in the latitude of 55, 40, and is built in fome meafurc 
after the caftern manner, having not many regular ftreets, but a great 
number of houfes with gardens. Its circumference «is about 16 English 

• 487 miles EHCLI3H. ' They arc from fix to twelve inches diameter, being of difierent fixer, 
acd in length twenty to twenty five feet. The road is the length of two trees broad. 

miles. 
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miles. The river mosklwa, which runs through it, and joins the occa 
near kolumna, makes many windings, which add a very ftriking beauty 
to the city} but in the fummer it is in feveral places fliallow and unna- 
vigable. The feveral eminences, groves of trees, gardens and lawns in- 
terfperfed, form the mort: pleailng profpe<as, and enliven the imagination. 
The frequent dreadful fires with which this city has been afflicted 
have hardly left houfes to accommodate the emprefs’s retinue*' without 
diflrcfling her people} infotnuch, that this princefs has been prevented 
from taking that delight in it which the fituation of the place affords. 
Befides, here are no palaces comparable to thofe of St. Petersburg, pe- 
Ti.RHOFF and czARSKoizELO, the imperial palace in this city, being re- 
ma.rkable for fc arce any thing elie than its having thirty chapels, ajid a 
very h'fty hanging garden : In many parts it appears rather like a prifon 
than a royal palace. The number of churches and chapels in mosco, 
IS Hardly within beiief: they are eftimated above 1800, but many of 
them arc very mean : moH of the paintings v/ere done when this art was 
in its infancy. 


The mod remarkable thing I faw, is the great bell, which is indeed 
flupendous, and furprizes equally on account of its fize, and the folly 
of thofe who caufed it to be made; but the Russians, for time imme- 
morial have had a flrange ambition of this kind. The bell in quel- 
tion weighing near 12327 poods was caft in the reign of the late 
emprefs ann: tjie found of it ratlier amazed and deafened, than delight- 
ed the inhabitants. It coll a very great fum} for every one ambitious to 
contribute tovvards it, threw fome gold or filver into tiie furnaces, which 
were four in number} thefe furnaces had cocks, which let off the metal 
into the mould. The geometrical dimenfions are as in the plate annexed. 
This bell was now in a jpit, over which it had been hung } but the beam 
which fu|feoitcd it being burnt, on occafion of a great fire, it gave w.ay 
and the JfaTl made a breach in it as exprefled. 

vTheacoauntoftheiireinMay lyjz is ittimeitfe, they mention i3rrcohoures, which is hardly credible. 

* The removal :ol'"the coarC'tOVMoscOi^tiifions fuch a condux of people, that I have beenaffured 
,IU> lefs than 80,600 paiTpotts for mosco have been delivered in St. fETEasitU r.g in the fpace olf A 
^ * 443,773 lb. bkclish value at js. is 65,681 1. 
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The waters of the moskwa arc not efteemed. In fomc feafons 
agues are predominant in this city, but in general the climate is good. 
Being in the heart of the empire it is the grand refidence of that part of 
the nobility which is not obliged to follow the courtj and it is particular- 
ly inhabited by the chief merchants and manufa£turcrs. This city hav- 
ing for many ages frequently fuffered by dreadful fires, which have fwept 
away feveral thoufand houfes at a time, it would be amazing that they ftiould 
ftill continue to build with wood, were it not that the cheapnefs of this 
kind of building, and the poverty of many of the inhabitants render it 
neceffary. By a late decree of the Russian fenate, the wood houfes 
are limited to certain quarters of the city; in all other places tiiey are 
ordered to be re-built with brick and ftonc’. It is tlie cufiom in Rus- 
sia to build very fall, and withovit proper attention to the quality of 
the materials. Mosco has been more than once ravaged by the tar- 
tars and POLES; it yet fliows many antient works of defence, but the 
prefent pacific Hate of this country renders the fortifications leis an ob- 
ject of regard. 

Before we leave mosco, it is neceffary to obferve that there remain 
many traces of the antient Russian cuffoms, which are hardly to befeen 
in St. PETERSBURG, this lafi: city being in fome degree confidered as 
another country: thofe who have a fuperftitious reverence for antiquity, 
look on it alfo with jealoufy mixed with contempt, as being more 
modern than mosco. The Russians in general preferve a great fhare 
of the fimplicity of their forefathers ; they chule the appellations of 
father and mother, as exprcflions of refpcdl, as well as real affi- 
nity. Modern refinements which in fome countries have rendered it 
unpolite for a fon to call his father by that endearing name, is little 
known among them. In the politeft correfpondences of friendfliip or ac- 
quaintance, a man’s chriflian name with that of his fathe|^, as john 

* .Mo5Co is faid to have fufrered, within thefe zo years, the.lofs of above 30,000 houfes. It is re- 
markable, that the fire which hapi^^ened in 175 a, in two hours dme was carried to the extent of two 
Sifci^csH miles. 


the 
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the fon of thomas,, without any other addition, is deemed the mod re- 
fpedful addreft. My caravan being at length arrived, I gave the nccelTa* 
ry directions, and haftened its departure. 


C H A P. XV. 

The author haves mosco and purfueshis journey ; be enters tartary, de-- 
jeribes the manners oj' the cossacks, and arrives at zaritzen on the 
banks cf the Volga. 

T he 24th of September, having repaired our vehicles, and provid- 
ed fuch provifions as were thought neceflary, we left mosco, at 
whicli time the weather was become more foft and pleafant. We tra- 
velled luuthward to strelkowa, neikitskoi, rorisowskoi, and other 
fmall villages, not far Irom the weflern banks of the occa. The coun- 
try is hilly, but abounding in arable lands, and adorned with a beauti- 
ful variety of groves. Here we met fomc sweoish prifoiiers returning 
to their own country. 

The 25th at night we arrived at kolumna, 80 werfts from mosco. 
This is one of the cities of the heft appearance in this part of the world, 
having many done and brick buildings, and a good wall: it has alfo fe- 
vcral turrets of a very irregular figure, yet being covered with gilded tin, 
they make a good appearance. After paffing the occa, I found the 
country very pleafant; their horfes were now feeding on the rye juft 
fprouting from the earth. 

The 26th, being atl,vancedto perislawl rjazanskoi, I found myfelf 
in another climate, for the harveft was not yet gathered in. The roads are for 
.the moft part very goodi the country lias not much wood, but is delight- 
fully 
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fully watered. The poverty of the people is great, as appears by the 
houfes of the peafants, which are covered with Rraw, in, a manner that 
declares their ignorance even of thatching. Their language and drefs 
had fome remarkable difference from thofe of the more northern Rus- 
sians. I was furprized to behold fo fine a country, at the fmall dif- 
tance of 200 werfis from the metropolis, with fuch an appearance of 
ifidigence: but fome lords are fuch b.id ceconomifls, that they defeat 
their own end, by not only refufing to allift their valfils, but in a great 
meafure obftruiting their induftry, thro’ a rapacious impatience of gain, 
before the peafants feel the fweets of their labour, a conduft which is 
naturally produd:ive of indolence. 

The 27tb, the weather and the road continued extremely pleafant. Be- 
ing informed that a gang of 60 robbers had the fame day we palled the 
pccA, committed fcveral robberies on that river and its banks, we were 
folicitous to get forward as much as poflible out of their reach. 

The 28th, Rain coming on, obftruded our way fo much that we could 
not travel above half fo fall as in dry weather. We were now in an 
open fertile country, but the people fo poor that many of tiicir wesbes ^ 
confifted only of one room, about five or fix yards fquare, which is 
often defiined to contain fix or eight people of both fexes. The inha- 
bitants, who arc not numerous in thefe parts, are not very referved with 
regard to the ordinary confequences of fuch cohabitations. 

The 29th, having travelled 300 werfis from kolumna, we arrived 
at KosLovE. Ihis city has a wall of earth, and fome wooden turrets, 
which ferved as a defence againft the invafions of the tartars in for- 
mer times. It ftands on a little branch of the river voronitz, called 
LESNoi VORONITZ. Heic wc paid only half a copeek* a werft for each 
lioxia 

^ Cotiagcj fo called, 1 A farthing. 
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The 30th, we travelled 70 werds farther, to the city of tamijove, 
which is a mean place. Here they demanded one copcek a werft for 
each horfe; the peafants complaijied of the cxadlioiia of the oiilcers and 
foldiers who had lately marched that way for astrachan and the Per- 
sian frontiers. 

Odfoberthe ift, we entered the step. The inhabitants who are nearell 
to it often manure fornc traits of laud, by burning the grafs, which 
grows to a great length. In p>laces w'hich aic not burnt, provender 
is iound even in the ’tvintcr fealoii; for by I'crapiiig away the fnow, the 
cattle Iced on the half pciifhcd grafs. We overtook a caravan of 40 loads 
of E i!Jiorj;AN goods, going to zaritzen, the property of Armenian mcr- 
charts. Th.c ad, v/c arrived at Novot-’iioPERsKAjA, the proper boundary 
of in ssiA, (Ui die river chopkr, which falls into the don. This place is 
the Rossi.vN irunticf towards the Dox cossacksj it is fortiiied with pa- 
liihdc'g a dry moat, and a rampart on wliich liomc fmall pieces of artil- 
lery ;i':e mounted: it Is almoll; furrounded by a plcaiant grove of oaks; 
the adjacent country is very delightful, and the roads exceeding good. 
I'he 3d, we trax ellcd mod: part of tlie night on the banks of the cuo- 
Pf R, wiicrc tiicrc arc Icveral iniils for coriij the country ivS very tliin 
of inhubirants, and thofc only on the wclleni banks. Leaving MituiAi- 
LOVE, wc pailcd throug’n corozan-sk and kiiotoskaja, two cossack 
towns, and arrived the next day at urjupin, a cossac:!-; village, 100 
wcrlls from novociiopkrskata. Here I found the people veiy clean, 
and well cloathcd: the women are gay and comely; their heads arc adorn- 
ed wltli a cap, riling fi'om tlieir forehead rsbout eight indies, with two 
points in form of a crcfccnt, and their ihifts are ornamented with a red 
crofs. Unmarried women wear their liair plated behind after the russiaI'I 
manner. 

The COSSACKS a?c a fpecies of tartars : their name dgniihs free- 
booters; but in thefe parts they arc civilized, and faithful to the RtissiAN 
government, wlvich by an excellent policy is indulgent to th.em; lb tlvat 
Voi.. I. N they 
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they are ready when called on, to attend the Russian army, and bring 
with them ufually each man two horfes. Upon thefe occaiions they are 
^vell cloathed, and accoutred at their own expence. They receive no pay, 
except in time of war, wJicn they are adlually employed, and then only 
fix rubles a year, with provihon and plunder; yet being exempt from taxes, 
they Iiavc no provocation to forfike their mailers. They are a very gal- 
lant as well as fober people, and fome of them are faid to poflefs looo 
fliecp, and 300 cows. 

We faw little more for three clays than land and iTty, except fome woods 
and mountains to the eadvvard, which gave plcafure in proportion to the 
abfcnce of other objeds. There are prodigious flights of blue pigeons; 
of which we killed as many as we could confume. The poll huts on the 
STEP could not always lupply us w'ith a fufficient number of horfes, fo that 
where any inhabitants could be found within fix or eight miles from the 
road, we were more than once (obliged to fend out for them. Pafling 
the CHOPrru and the don, we advanced, in five days and nights, near 500"’ 
werrts from urjupi.v, having met with very few inhabitants. At length 
we arrived at origoriskoi, which forms a kind of pcninfula. Here 
they take a great quantity of crawfi/h, cfpecially in fpring, at which 
time the flefli is moll efteemed : when they are pounded and mixed with 
water, the eyes fink to the bottom. Qiiantities of thefe eyes are lent into 
TURKEV, and other countries, being well known to be ufed in medicines. 
Their houfes, or rather huts, are built of oak plank ; but fo little pro- 
vident arc they of timber, that the bench I fat upon was hewn witli an 
ax, and near three inches thick. Filh and fowl of all kinds are in great 
plenty. They marry very young; I had fome tiifcourfc with a boy of 
fifteen, who was engaged to a girl of the fame age. 

The 9th. This morning w’e arrived under the lines which are thrown 
up from the don " to the volga, for the diftance of about 50 werfls. 
The ditch is near fixtcen feet deep, but not made entirely fquare. There 


354 miles. 
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is a bank of earth near twenty feet high, with a ftrong timber rail to- 
wards the top. Sentry boxes are placed at certain diftances, from which 
the guard can communicate an alarm to the chief garrifon, zakitzen, 
which terminates the line on the w^eftern banks of the volga. On this 
fpot PETER the GREAT intended to join the don and the volga, and 
the canal was adually begun for that purpofe. By this means a commu- 
nication would have been opened with turkey, and the czar might 
have attacked that empire with Blips built on the volga, where the 
materials are in great abundance : but this undertaking proved very dif- 
ficult from the hardnefs of the foil. Befides, as it was found praftica- 
ble to build fliips on the don, this and other weighty reafons prevented 
the execution of this defign. 

The kooban tartars werefome years ago very formidable in this part 
of the w'orld. The river kuma“ which difembogues itfelf into the Cas- 
pian, now ferves as a barrier to thefe people, who are kept in awe 
by the Russians. Not long lince, they made incurfions, and carried off 
the inhabitants of whole villages, with all their cattle j but they dare 
not make their appearance at prefent, except in fmall parties, who fome- 
tinies break through the lines and carry off horfes, which is their grand 
allurement, as they ferve for food as well as for ordinary ufes. 

Though tlie incurfions of the tartars w^ere generally mentioned as 
a trivial matter with regard to our new trade; yet the khalmucks, a little 
before my arrival, had the boldnefs to rob a caravan, in which was a fum 
of copper money, belonging to the crown, intended for the garrifon of 
ZARITZEN : they alfo killed and wounded feveral foldiers who guarded it. 

The fun was yet warm, and the weather delightful. On the plains, near 
ZARITZEN, they feed dromedaries, which are not much unlike camels. 

• The KAMA, with which this is rometim^ confbonded, runs into the volca, near casan. 
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Remarks on the khalmucAc tartars. A particular account of the pirates 
who infifi the Volga. The nature rf the vejfels which navigate that river. 
The authors voyage down to astrachan. 

^ ARITZBN is fituated in the latitude of 47 4 , at the diftance 
^ -J of 1042 vverfts f from mosco, on a high bank of the volga, of 
which it commands a delightful profpedf. The buildings arc mean, nor 
are there many inhabitants : the place is defended by a deep ditch, a 
rampart garniihed with artillery, and a garrifon of 3000 men. 

In a deep valley, under the fouth fide of this place, is an encampment 
of Kii ALMucK TARTARS, who arc in fricndlhip v^ith the Russians fo 
long as they awe them by their power j for thefe barbarians do not keep 
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their faith more inviolably than foine politer nations. The khaL- 
M u CKS have tlic fame form of village as tlie Chinese, but more fierce 
and flivage. Thefe are difperfed tribes of thofc mungalians whom 
tlie CHINESE long lince received as their conquerors. They arc armed 
with bows and arrows, and feed on the flefli of horfes, camels, -drofhe- 
daries, and other animals, and cat Ae entrails of them, even the 

beaft dies of tlie fouled: dittemper. They throw their dead into open 
fields, to be devoured by dogs; of which many run wild, and forhe are 
kept for this purpofe. If their bodies are thus devoured by aiiy number 
exceeding fix, they think honourably of the ftate of the deceafedj d^er- 
wife he is a difgracc to his relations. I could not learn that they* have 
any perfuafion of the immortality of the foul; for the honour deriv- 
ed froni the number of dogs which devour the body, rather feems 
to regard the reputatibUKif the dead amongfi; the living, than any opinion 
concerning the happy or miferablc flatc of the foul of the deceafed. 

They worfliip images, which generally confifi; of a iiuall bit of wood 
about a palm in length j the upper part of it being rounded, is adorn- 
ed with fomc rude marks to rcfemble humaji features; the figure being 
thus prepared is drcil'ed up with a few rags. Ic is horrid to die ima- 
gination, that anv creature bearing the form of human nature, fliould be 
fiuik into fuch Idindnefs, as to pay divine honouts to fo bale a repre- 
fentation ; though the difference of this and any other image-worlhip does 
not feetn to be very great; their fuprernc deity is the de 1,1,1 lama. In 
fine weather and p.rofperous feafbns, they carefs thefe ragged deities, but 
treat them very ill when the contrary happens*'-; and here it ought to be 
remarked, that the eye obferves the externals of a religion, but to arrive 
at men’s hearts is no vulgar talk, efpecially where the ignorance of bar- 
barous languages obftrubfs all familiar correfpondency. The many vio- 
lences committed by thefe barbarians, at length induced the Russian go- 
vernment to compel* them to take up their habitations on the banks of 

s I have been weM Uif. rmeJ, that the portvcuese feamen often give St. am-hony the lath, 
when the winds are crofs to them. 
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the VOLGA, below astrachan, where they have a Icfs field for rob- 
bery and murder, though here alfo they tranfgrefs, as I fliall have occa- 
fion to relate. 

Having letters of recommendation to kalzoff, the commandant of 
zARiTZEN, I was kindly received; but upon fuch occalions it is necefiary 
to prelent fome french brandy, fugar, or the like, as an earneft for 
protcdlion. Colonel be ausobre, and another frenchman, who was an 
officer in the russia.n' fervice, made acquaintance with me, and were 
extremely polite and obliging. News was jiilt then arrived, that the 
infpedlor of the cudoms, attended by four foldicrs, in coming from as- 
trachan, had been murdered by the khalmucks: thefe french offi- 
cers however aflhrcd me I might go down the volga without danger, 
becaufc the tartars of every denomination were kept in fubjedion to 
the RUSSIAN government; and that the murder of the infpedlor and his 
hien, was a confequence of their raffinefs in attempting to deal fome 
of the KHALMUCKS children. I told them, that I was the more amaz- 
ed at fuch an enterprize, as children two or three years old, had been 
offered me by the khalmucks for two rubles a head. 

The colonel hearing that 1 was going to Persia, fpoke much of 
NADIR shah, who had given great alarms on that fide, when He was 
lad: wdnter in the neighbourhood of derbend; infomuch that a body of 
18,000 RUSSIANS had been ordered to astrachan and kizlar. He 
obferved further; that the cold was then fo intenfe, that on fome days 
80 men died, many for want of brandy, and many for drinking too much, 
but the greater part by the unavoidable confequcnces of a laborious march 
in fo rigid a feafon. 

I now employed myfelf in procuring a proper veflel to convey my 
caravan to as i rachan, and had the good fortupe to find one which 
was jud: arrived with 400 bags of flower. The bed: proof that ffie 
could bear a burthen, was that of feeing her loaded. This however 
gave me no great fatisfailion, for 1 was extremely {hocked to fee on what 

flight 
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flight enibarcations my friends were obliged to truft their valuable efFe<Sl:s, 
in the navigation of a river full of flielves and trees, which accidentally 
falling into the water, fink, and become as dangerous as rocks, an experi- 
ence which w'^e had that very fummer made by a rich cargo of filk that 
was much damaged, and in imminent danger of being intirely loft. The 
reader will imagine that 40 rubles cannot purchafe a good veflel; how- 
ever this price procured the beft I could find. Their decks are only loofb 
pieces of the bark of trees; they have no knees, aittl but few beams: 
hardly any pitch or tar is ufed ; in place of it are long flips of bark, 
which they nail over the gaping fcams, to prevent the loofe and bad 
coi king from falling out. Inftead of iron bolts, they have fpikes of 
deal with round heads. The method of keeping them clear of water, is 
by a large fcoop which is fufpeiKled by the beam over the welhway, and 
through a (cuttle at a proper height they fcoop out the water with great 
facility. Not with rtanding thefe vefiels appeared as fo many wrecks, the 
trade carried on by means of them is very conliderable. The Armenians 
lometimcs load goods enlarge barks of 2 or 300 tons, at the rate of 50 
copecks per hale. 

After giving the necefiary inftriuftions wdth regard to the convoy of my 
caravan, we prepared for our own voyage down the volga ; for this pur- 
pofe we bought two boats, to be navigated each by five bouklacks*^ and 
my ow'n attendants, with an addition of fix foldiers as a convoy. Tho’ 
I had received futh a flii ranees of fafety, prudence fuggefted to me that we 
could not gain, but might lofe confidcrably by too mucli confidence; and 
experience confirmed this to me. 

It was here I had firft an opportunity of hearing the hiftory of the 
VOLGA and Caspian pirates, particularly of thofe who commit murders 
and robberies on this great river. According to the fundamental law of 
the government in Russia, the people are in a ftatc of vaflalage, and one 
man can call another his property by virtue of his purchafe, or by a right 

” Eight pound*. ^ Watermen fo called. 
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of inheritance. According to this law, no vassal can leave the lands 
of his lord with.out permifhon given, and fignified by a paffport, the term 
of which fcldom extends above a year or two. When the time is expir- 
ed, the vaffiil muft return home, no ma'ter how far off, or how great 
his poverty, to renew his paflport and receive his lord’s commands, un- 
kis by any particular indulgence, he can obtain a renewal of it by 
writing to his friends. Thele paflports are generally regillered in the 
towns or villages where the vail'al refidcs, and great care is taken by 
the POLICE to fee this executed: by this means, and likewife by mak- 
ing it ncceflary to take paflports before they cpiit the place, the por.iO}c 
knows the condition and number of the inhabitants. A regifier is made alfo 
of foreigners reiki ing in every place in the empire, who are obliged to 
make a report of themfclves and their domcllics. Hence it comes that there 
is no country in the world of fuch valf extent, where thieves and mur- 
derers can be more eaiilv difeovered, and where tliev arc more fre- 
qucntly apprehended. 

Among vaft numbers of common people, it is not to he imagined, 
but by accident or wilful ncgletil, feme of them will violate the law with 
regard to tJicir paflports j and being thus rendered obnoxious to nnnifli- 
inent, the worfl of them grow defperate j and though the numbers of 
fuch perfons was much greater in lefs civilized times than the prefent, 
yet many to tlfis day turn robbers by land and water, chufing tlie great 
rivers near vaft trads of uninhabited countries, where upon occalion 
they can the more eafily efcape. The fever^ties of the makers of iiflierics 
near tb.e mouths of the yaejk and Volga, alfo tempt their vafials to 
turn pirates; v/henever they are warmly purfued, or diftrefi'ed for afupport, 
they rnr. tbeir veffeis afhore, turn mahonimcdans, and put themfelvcs under 
the proicdion of the Persians. Thcfc robbers often go in gangs of 30, 40, 
and .(bmctiines 80 perfons, in row-boats which carry from 20 to 30 hands: 
they equip themfelvcs with fire-arms, and their "general pradice is to 
board immediately j but where a fierce refiftance is apprehended, they 
feldom attack. 


The 
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The ARMENIAN merchants formerly fent their goods from archan- 
CEL to SARATOFF, and whcii the feene of trade was chann;ed from 
ARCHANGEL to St. PETERSBURG, thcy wcHt from tbcncc either to 
TtvERE or SARATOFF, according to the feafon of the year, and there 
embarked on the voloa, this being a more ca(y and cheap conveyance; 
but the frequency of robberies at length determined them to convey their 
caravans to zaritzen, as making fo much the ilrorter traft down the Vol- 
ga. Few of the RUSSIAN merchants tranfport any cargo of value down 
this river without a convoy. Thefe robbers appear modly in the fpring, 
when the banks of the volga being overflowed, they have a greater 
field, and can the more cafily efcape a pnrfuit. The fbldiers who are 
occaiionally fent after them, arc ordered to take them alive, from an ap- 
prehcnlion that a latitude to kill might fubjedt the innocent to great in- 
convcnicncies, through a miftakc which a ilrong temptation to plunder 
would fornetimes create in a foldicr’s bread. 


The ARMENIANS are generally intrepid, and light bravely in defence 
of their property; but the bourlacks who navigate the volga are fo 
extremely intimidated by thefe robbers, that as foon as they appear, they 
generady behave like men fliuck with a panic, and cv'cii aferibe to them an 
irrcfiftible power, derived from an infernal fpirit. Formerly their cuflom 
in thefe cafes was to fall on their faces, as foon as required by the rob- 
bers, and lutfcr them to plunder at pleafiirc, not daring to look up, left 
it fhould cofl them their lives. The maftcr of the vcflcl, or the mer- 
chant, being thus at their mercy, is happy if he efcapes witli his life; for 
thefe robbers have I'eldom any fentiments of humanity to a man of a fu- 
perior rank ; but if he attempts to defend himfelf in hopes of bringing 
his people to the charge, he may be fare, if conquered, of being barba- 
roufly murdered. The fame conduct which thefe pirates obferve on the 
VOLGA, they have been aecudomed to alfo on the casi»ian fea, but much 
lefs of late years than* formerly. 

As their cruelties are very great, fo is the puniflimcnt infliaed on them 
when they are taken. A float is built, in fizc according to the number 
VoL. I. O of 
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of the delinquents, and a gallows ereded on it, to contain a fufhci- 
ent number of iron hooks, on which they are hung alive by the 
ribs. I'he 'float is launched into the ftrcam, with labels over their 
heads fignifying tlaeir crimes ; and orders ai'e given to all towns and vil- 
lages on the borders of tlic river, upon pain of death, not only to afford 
no relief to any of tbeie wretches, but to pufh off the float, fhould it 
laud near them. Sometimes their partners in wickednefs meet tliem, and, 
if tliere are any ligns of life, take them down, other wife they fhoot them 
dead ; but if they are catched in thefe ads of illegal mercy, they are hung 
up without the ceremony of a trial, as happened about eight years ago. 
They tell of one of theJ'e mifereants, who had tlie fortune to difengage 
himfclf from the hook, and though naked, and trembling widi pain and 
lofs of blood, he got alliore. The firfl: objed he faw who could afford 
him any relief, was a poor fliepherd, whofe brains he beat out with a 
ftone, and then took his cloaths. Thefe malefudors foinetimes hang thus 
three, four, and fome five days alive. The pain generally produces a 
raving fever, in which they utter the moft horrid imprecations, and im- 
plore the relief of water, or other fmall liquors. 

It is time now to refume my narrative. The 14th of Odober, I fent 
letters to my friends, by mellengers who are appointed to attend a box of 
grapes, which is fent from astrachan to the empress’s court every 
three days during the feafon. It is carried by two horfes, fupported in 
the manner of a litter. The grapes are preferved in fand, but at bell aie 
ill worth the expence of the conveyance for 1200 English miles. 

Having given all neceflary orders for the fpeedy conveyance of my 
caravan, as foon as it fhould arrive at zaritzen, I took my leave of 
colonel BRAusoBRE, and my other new acquaintance. The colonel told 
me, that I muft exped to find Persia more than half ruined by civil 
war, and that he was glad naoir was at fuch a diftance from Russia, as 
to create no alarm on this fide of the country. * 


The- 
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The wind being at north eaft, we put off the fiiorej the ftern pait of 
my boat was covered with matts, lo that I could deep in it protected from 
the weatlicr, which now began to be very cold. I took a part of the fol- 
diers with me, that if by any accident our convoy thould be feparated 
from us, we might have fome affiftance. 1 was furprized to fee the 
banks of the river marked near 20 feet above the w'ater, but the boat- 
men allured me, that the water rofe in the fpring to that height. The 
wind blowing hard, vve W'erc obliged to bring to, running behind a lit- 
tle ifland, of W'hich the river in many places forms a great variety. 

The 1 5th, I faw fcveral large water birds, much bigger than fwans, 
which they relemble in their feet and beaks j the Russians call them 
DTK A BABA k They have a very large craw, where they receive a great 
quantity of food, even a whole filli of a confiderable fizc. They fly, 
as I fiw afterward on the Caspian, very near to each other, in the 
form of a femicircle, not far above the water j and having driven the filh 
together in a body into the ilitillows, they dart down upon them: this is 
their only food. The fat of this bird is ufed by the Russians as a cure 
for aches and bruii'es. 

In the fpring, the high w'^aters of the Volga not only undermine its 
banks, but fwcep away large trees, fo that fome creeks of the river had 
hardly any paiTage left. When they are open, it is more agreeable to 
pafs through the fmall branches, than the great channel. As we had hi- 
therto a contrary wind, by the i6th we advanced no faitiier than 50 
werfts. We were now near nasorowskv, an iiland formed by this river. 
Not far from hence are to be feen the ruins of a large antient city. Our 
foldiers were fed lu.xurioufly at the fillicries, for nothing more than 
thanks. 

The weather was calm, and the current moderate} in many pla- 
ces arc high banks, in others it is a flat fliore, the breadth varying from 


* Signifies wild old woman. 
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a mile to a quarter. Here they have a quantity of wild afparagus, and 
many eagles. 

The lytl). Finding our convoy did not keep up with us, we ftopped 
at ciiERNOYAKE. Tliis is the firll town from zaritzen, at the dillance 
of 200 werfts, generally called midway to astrachan. It is defenued 
by a ditch, with fome cannon and chevaux de frizc. They trade with 
the KHALMUCKS, KooBANs, and other tartars, in a quarter diftindl 
from the town. It is remarkable that this, as well as many other places 
on the VOLGA, fuffered the fury of the flames about the fame time, 
during the laft war with the Turks: not that their enemies need employ 
any fecrct incendiaries *, the coimnon people do this bulinefs effedlually 
by their careleffnefs. About 1630, a rich caravan was fet upon in the river 
at this place, by a body of 700 cossacks, who plundered and put all 
to the fword, the convoy having inadvertently gone fo far down the 
ftream as not to be able to return in lime to lave the caravan. I'rom 
hence I learnt the great neceflity of carrying part of my foldiers in the 
lame boat with me, tlio’ I apprehended no fuch formidable enemy. 

The 1 8th,tIiovigh we were obliged to lay by in the niglit, we advanced 90 
werfls : but it was not without danger of being drowned j for our boat had 
no keel, nor any running tackle, and our watermen were extrei^ely unfkil- 
ful, fo that not being able to let the fail fly, it was a lingular providence 
that a gull of wind had not fet us Iwimming. As wc proceeded further, 
fcveral WTecks appeared on the banks of the river. Great flights of geefe 
and fwans were now on the wing, retiring from the appt caching feverlties 
of this climate, to the warmer regions of Persia. It is fiiid, that thefe 
birds lay their eggs in the fand on the banks of the voloa, and aie 
ha.tched by the heat of the fun, which however I do not all’ert as a fadV. 

The 19th, we advanced near go werfls, where we found a houfe 
made under-ground j the walls were of wicker work, and the light came 
in fiorn the top. Here was provided a bagnio for waffling, which 
the RUSSIANS life almoft as much as the mahoiVIMEDAns. Wc found 

the 
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the place inhabited by fome nagay and Circassian tartars, who 
piy on the river with open pod: boats, of which there arc a few regular 
dages for the convenience of the government. Here were alfo fomc iet- 
tlements of the kiialmucks. 

From 'ZAKITZEN to ASTRACIIAN vcry little wood appears on the banks 
of the VOLGA. In fome parts of the WTxlern fide, the country is hilly, 
but the foil in feveral places is rich. It is laid that nrany kren’ch refugees 
who were obliged to abandon their country in the of lewis XIV. 
made an offer to peter the great, to fettle in iiis traft of land; 
but as they required a feparate government, atid privileges not confident 
witli the arbitrai-y power by which the the Russian empire is governed, 
lie declined the offer, cffceining it very ahfurd in politics for a free ftate 
to be planted within an arbitrary monarchy, efpecially fo near a vafl traift 
of land, inhaliiicd by a multitude of roving people, who, if conducted 
with art and defign, might become very formidable 
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Captain tiiomas wooDRooFEhy^/rW/rew mosco to casan. Rebuilds 
ajhip at CASAN’ /ir the navigation of the Caspian ; vainters tbere^ and 
faili 1000 ENGLISH miles down the volga to astraciian. 


A S we are now arrived at astraciian by the common way, the 
reader perhaps will find fome entertainment in being condutded 
hither by another amt lefs frequented, of which the following extradt 
of cuptuin wooDRooF i/s journal will give fome idea. 

“ UV EMBER the zeth, 1740, we fet out from mosco for ca- 

" SAN, with' nine horfes and fix fervants, by an unfrequented road 

® This cafe was reverfeU in the nignX'ittds of scotlano, where before the year was an ar- 

bitrary government within a limited monarchy ; an ablardily no l«fb ftriking. 
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“ crofs the country. The 24th, we arrived at vendensco, which was 
immediately abandoned by the male inhabitants, from an apprehenfion 
that we w'ere military officers. Wc were thus left to the kindnels 
“ of the women, who entertained us with bread, butter, fowls, 6cc. and 
** our horlcs with hay and corn, at the expence of 20 copeeks' , fo 
** extremely cheap were provifions. The next morning we fet forward 
“ towards covkrro, another village on the banks of the creevoy, a 
ffiiall river that runs into the volga : here we foiuid fcveral large vef- 
“ fels, and an appearance of trade. 

“ Nov. the 29th. The fnow being melted, and the country intircly 
a fwamp, we were obliged to wait for frolly weather. In the interim 
“ a lieutenant, his wife and two daughters, with five foldiers, were 
“ brought to this place in a very deplorable condition, having been 
“ ftript, plundered, and barbaroufly beaten by a gang of robbers. This 
** country abounds with partridges and white hares i they have alfo a fowl 
they call a tatarin, much refembling a pheafant j it is larger, but not 
“ fo beautiful, nor of fo fine a flavour. In the neighbouring woods are 
“ many bears and wolves of a great fize, but not fierce, having wild hogs 
“ and other animals in great abundance for their prey. 

“ Dec, the 9th. Tlie roads being now tolerably good, we proceeded 
** on our iourney. The natives have cattle in abundance, and plenty of 
** butter, which they make by melting down the cream > as to cheefe, it 
“ is not known to them. The 15th, we pafled the river occa, but the 
*• ice being very rotten, two of our horfes with a load of canvas fell 
*’ through it. The 24th, we arrived among the enuwAsuiN tartars, the 
“ pooreft and moft wretched of all mortals j they are defeended from 
" the KooBANS and fubjed: to Russia, but now driven to the eaflr- 
** ward. Kooban, in the Russian language fignifies a wild hog ; which 
name was given to thefe Tartars on account of their fierce and favage 
nature, having coft ivan wassilowitz more trouble to fubduc them, 
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“ than either the crim or nagav Tartars : they are loaden with a heavy 
” poll-tax both for thcmfelvcs and cattle. We could not difcover what 
“ notions the chuvashins have of religion, but obferved when they drefs 
“ viduals, they ftick part of it over their doors and windows j and when 
“ they kill an animal, which their poverty but feidom permits, their 
prieft takes out the fat, and after eating fome of it and greafing him- 
felf, he fmears over their place of worfliip, and the drofs or refufe he 
** burns: They generally fubfift on dead animals, which they devour 
“ greedily. The neighbouring tartars eat horfe-flefh, and drefs it 
“ like that of any other animal. 

“ Dec. the 27th, We arrived at casan, having been 58 days in travel- 
“ ling 1300 werfts*, occalioned by the badneCs of the roads. Captain 
“ E Li' o N was already arrived at this place. Here is a conCiderable adml- 
“ ralty-yard : they had then on the flocks five fly-boats of about 21^0 
“ tons, five fmacks of 180 tons, and five f'mall damfcoots^' of about 25 
“ tons, which were to be launched the enfuing fpring, and might be 
ready in cafe of any neceflity* to employ them on the Caspian. The 
“ mafler-builder having already received orders to build a fhip for the 
‘‘ ENGLISH merchants, had therefore difpatched people into the woods 
“ to cut timber. 

“ Casan is a city of great importance, both from its fituation and pro- 
“ duftions. It had formerly a confiderable trade to KHIEVA, Bokhara, 
and other places in tartary, which is now lofl^ but the commerce 
“ with PERSIA is yet continued. Tliis place has feveral manufactures of 
“ red RUSSIA leather, and fends large quantities of this commodi- 
“ ty annually to St. Petersburg. The country abounds in oaks, the 
** bark of which they make into a kind of tar for curing hides, and they 
“ are very ftriCl in preventing its being carried away. . As they have 
“ plenty of cattle, they have confequendy a confiderable quantity of 

* 866 miles. y Veflekfo called. *Nadir shah at this time was apprehended as an cneiTiy. 

tallow. 
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‘‘ tallow. The timber ufed for the Russian navy is cut down in die 
“ neighbourhood of this city; It is of an excellent quality, but they do 
not diftinguifn 'fufficiently the trees which are on the decay: they alfo 
“ cut die timber at the leaf as well as at the fall, and often fuffer it to 
« lay too long on the ground. They are generally tvv^o funimcrs in con- 
veying it to St. Petersburg, which is done in low flat bottomed vef- 
fels, taking the advantage of the riling of the river to go up to 
“ TWERE, and from thence into the canal by the Ladoga lake. From 
“ TURKEY they bring wine and fruits to casan; and mosco fupplies it 
with groceries and European commodities. Here arc to be had the 
“ furs of siBERi.^ and tartary, as alfo all kinds of iron work, 

“ The caravans which annually arrive here from china, occafion 
“ a great plenty of tea. This is the greatefl: magazine in Ru.ssi a, except 
“ MOSCO and St. Petersburg for all kinds of merchandize. It is 
« advantageoufly fltuated for the commerce of the fouth call parts, even 
to CHINA; the province itfelf reaching quite to SIBERIA. The tar- 
“ TARS who live ill great numbers in this neighbourhood, are clean and 
neat in their perfons. Here are markets for borfes, fheep, and all otlicr 
“ kinds of cattle ; provifzons in general are very cheap, and great quan- 
‘‘ tities are fent down to astrachan, and to all the towns and lettle- 
“ ments on the Volga. Cas.a.n is the metropolis of a kingdom, and for- 
“ merly was the feat of government. It was taken by ivan wassi- 
“ LowiTZ in 1^52, from the tartars, with whom the Russians 
“ maintained a bloody war for fomc years. 

“ January the 15th, 1741. As a compliment to Mr. elton we laid the 
iliip’s keel, which was 65 feet in length, and fixed the flcm and Aern 
“ poAs; after which he fet out for St. Petersburg, to receive a confi- 
derahlc cargo of goods expe<5led there by the firft fpring fhips, and 
** intended for the Persian markets. He left thQ foie care of building 
“ the lliip to me, but Iliad neither a boat-buildcr, rigger, or fail-maker. 
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“ May the 30th, the fliip was launched, though her upper-works were 
« yet unfiniflied; for the waters fell away fo faft that we were afraid of 
“ being aground, which was the reafon of our tranfporting her three 
“ miles into the great Volga down the fmall rivx’r, upon which the a’d- 
“ miralty yard Rands. July the loth, we rtept our maRs and bow- 
“ fprit, and fet the rigging over head. During our abode in this place, 
“ fix pirates were apprehended for robbing fcvcral Russian merchants 
“ on the VOLGA ; and after they had been hung up hy the ribs on a 
“ gallows ereited on a floating Rage, they were turned a drift as a fpcc- 
“ tacle of horror to deter others from tlic fame evil pradicc. 

Odober the 20th, Captain elton arrived in a bark with a confider- 
“ able cargo of British goods from St. Petersburg defigned for ghi- 
“ LAN : but the feafon was fo far advanced, that it would have been 
very dangerous to have proceeded on our voyage; fo that the 27th we 
“ got the fliip and bark into their birth ten werRs below casan, where 
“ vve intended to winter; and the river was frozen up that night. In 
the interim captain gilbert blaire arrived at casan, intending to 
build another English (hip for the Caspian trade. 

« November the loth, the ice broke up, and drove down the river 
wnh great violence, in foine places at leaR 10 or infect above the 
“ furface of the water. On the 1 5th it fet faR again, and Hedges paffed 
over as ufual. In this melancholy tituaticn we waited the return of 
“ thefpring: in the mean time we removed the cargo from the bark 
“ into the fliip; and to prevent any furprize we kept a conRant watch of 
“ two men on deck, myfelf and another perfon continuing in the cabbin, 
while the rcR of the crew were on fliorc. 

« April the 1 6th, 1742. We had weathered out the inclement feafon 
« with as gojpd fpirits as could be expeded in fo bad a neighbourhood, 
where there was Icfs to fear from the elements and wild beaRs than 
“ from thieves and murderers: however, under the protedlionof lieaven, 
« we received no injury during five mouths confinement. There besan 
VOL.I. P 
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«* to be a flood in the volo<^j when the water rifing by the melting of 
the Ihow, fevered the ice from the banks, and breaking it to pieces, 
drove it along with the current. Winter leaving us, we begiin to rig 
“ and prepare for fca. On the 25th, the river was free of all obftrudlon, 
“ when we received the news that her imperial niajefty elizabetji ri> 
TROWNA was to be crowned that day at moscoj on which occalion 
we fired our guns, and giving liquor to the Ihip’s company to drink the 
“ health of the emprefs, we named the fhip, Elizabeth. 

“ Advice was now brought us that four large pirate boats knowing 
“ we had a valuable cargo, intended to attack us in going down the 
“ river. The fliip was well provided, W'ith arms and ammunition, hav- 
“ ing fix carriage guns of three pounders, with clofc quarters and eight 
“ oars to command her in the flream. We had alfo a launch of ten tinu 
with fixteen oarsj a long-boat of five tuns, and a yaul, each with fix 
oars. The Russians exprefi'ed great admiration at our going down 
** under full fail, being a pradice unufual; they reprefented the danger of 
“ running aground, but their apprehenfions did not intimidate us. 

“ Nothing happened to difiurb our voyage till tlie 29th, when, a lit- 
“ tie before fun-iet, three large boats, each of fixteen oars and full of 
“ men, came out of the reeds 30 werfts below simberskie. We iin- 
mediately cleared for a defence, and as foon as they were witlrin call, 
“ bid them keep at a diftance; at the fame time wc difeharged fome muf- 
“ kets wide of them. Finding them flight thele menaces, we fired one 
of our guns loaded with partridge-fliot into the headmoflr, and faw 
“ five or fix men fall from their oars, who, as wc afterwards learnt, 
“ di-jd of their wounds. The reft not liking fuch a falutation, retired 
“ with great precipitation into a fmall creek in the reeds. 

“ May the 2:d, we proceeded without further moleft|,tion, and ar- 
rived at As iRAciiAN, where we anchored oppol]te to the governor’s 
“ bouie, after a voyage of 1445 werfts* from casan to this place, which 
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“ we performed in 28 days. On the 28th, the governor, vice-governor, 
“ and commander of the garrifon, came on board and congratulated Mr. 
“ icLTON on his fafe arrival, affuring him that he had the honour of 
“ Ixjing the firft who had fpread English colours in that part of the 
“ world, and that this was tlic firft Chip that had ever ftiled on the 
“ VOLGA perfedly equipped. After paying tbefe compliments, they 
“ drank luccefs to the British Persian trade j and thanks were return- 
“ ed from tlic mouths of our cannon. The merchants employed them- 
“ felvcs in vie%ving and meafuring our fiiip, which they acknowledged to 
be the firft complete one they had ever fccu in that jiart of the world. 
“ The RUSSIAN government build hulls after the dutch manner fit for 
“ fliOtil water j but the work is fo ill put together, that they do not laft 
ionco 
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the GREAT had a conliderablc fleet of vcficls on the Cas- 
pian, which arc. long fince pcrii'hed. The largcft tliey had then, was 
of about 180 tuns, of a circular form, which when loaded, they were 
obliged to frap with haufers, to prevent her falling to pieces. This, 
with fcveral others, was built in the admiralty yard at casan. The 
merchants now float down timber to astrachan, where for want of 
a proper yard and mechanics, they build iu the old Russian form, 
long flat bottomed vcficls with I'quare iails, and the top fiiils to bawl 
down upon the deck ; with fucli ftiips, by the help of good ground - 
tackle, they navigate the Caspian. Their cordage is exceeding ftrong, 
as are hkewife their anchors made in the antient form, notwith- 
ftanding they are very ill fi)apcd. On the contrary, the modern ones 
made by the famous demedofes in Siberia, the patentees of the iron- 
works, tho’ better proportioned arc not fo ftrong. Their canvas is 
chiefly made at yarjslaw and Moseo, and isgenerallv very good. 

“ The RUSSIAN merchants and pilots were ready to give Mr. elton the 
beft information they could in regard to the navigation of the Caspian; 

>• KxceisH colours had been hoifted before, as I have related in the firft chapter. 
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but as taeir llvill extended little further than coafting, and a fuperficial t 
“ knowledge of the foundings along lliorc, he could reap but little ad- 
vantage from tlieir experience. They rather difeouraged us by their 
apprehenlions of rocks and ilioals, which they pretend are very thick 
** in different parts of thisfea, but chicliy between apsh7vRon and balk- 
‘‘ iiAN. It might indeed be laid that we vvei'e venturing into a fea very 
“ little known, where commerce had never made any conliderable pro- 
“ grefs; the natives of thofe inhofpitable iliorcs, except the russiams, 
having hardly employed their imperfeft navigation to any other pur- 
pofe than to furprizc and plunder their unguarded neighbours. Thus 
“ it vv'as with the tartars and Persians, till the Russian arms brought 
“ the one into fubjedlion, and awing the other, gained an entire jurif- 
didlion over this great mediterranean lake.” 

The RUSSIANS had at this time put a flop to the navigation of the 
KHALMUCK TARTARS, by depriving them of all their large boats: and 
the TURKOMANS being out of die ordinary track to giiilan, our naviga- 
tion had nothing to fear. Wood roof e’s ihip being laden, drew 8 y feet wa- 
ter. All things being prepared for the voyage, they weighed for guilan, 
and getting down to chetirie bogorie, cleared at the guardihip, and 
difeharged their Pilot. They had a Russian chart, made in the reign ot 
PETER the GREAT, but. for greater fecurity, they kept a watch day and 
night at the mad -head, and hove the deep- let K:ad every half hour in the 
day, and quarter in the night. The long-boat and yawl were on the , 
deck i but the kargeil boat w'as towed a-ffern, being raifed with walh-boards 
for that purpofe.” 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

The reception the author met <with from the governor of astkaciian. Some 
account of that gentleman y and his intended hijiory of v.ViSi,iA> Frefocom^ 
plaints rf Mr. being engaged in the fervice. The author 

prefents a petition to the imperial chancery at astr achan. 

T hus fir wc have accompanied capt. woodroofe in his account; 

it is now time to return to my own dory. I was kindiy received in 
ASTRACiiAN by Mr. GEORGF. 'PHO.MPSON, agciit to the p.kiTiSH mer- 
chants trading to PERSIA; and alio by tile governor, general wassilie 
NiKiir risH TATTiscnri- F, to whom J cariricd a valuable prefent on ac- 
count of the mcrcluinis. I had much difeourfe with him, and he gave me 
many aiTurances that nothing on his part fliould be wanting to promote 
the interell of the mercliants tratiing to Persia: he propofed to me 
fomc fehemes in which he had regard to the intcred both of great eri- 
TAIN .and RUSSIA, Tills old Man had been a page to peter thec^REAT, 
and having long commanded in tho/l* jiarts, was greatly indrumental in 
reducing the rARTARs ; but bis genius turned mod to literature and 
commerce ; nor was he at all deficient in the arts of gain : on this lad 
account lie was alreavly in feme difgrace ; however he had one good 
maxim, whicli, as he obferved to me, was to give, as well as take. He 
told me had bought for 5000 rubles, a diamond wortii 12000, and had 
fent it to the greated tally in the empire : he mentioned, likewife that he 
liad been about nnir ami twenty years writing the hiRory of Russia. Up- 
on his recall from astr achan two years afterwards, he dent me part 
of that hiflory m. nuinufciipf, requefting me to procure a trandation ; 
but tins by no means fuited my convenience. The letter he wrote to 
my partner and me on- tliis occafion, runs as follows : 


** Gen- 
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Gentlemen, 

“ QINCE I left ASTRACHAN, I havc had HO opportunity of writing to 
“ you, altho’ 1 retain a conftant remembrance of the affection and 
regard which you have always flicwn me. 

** You know I have been engaged for near thirty years in writing 
a hiftory of Russia, which I am now about finifliing, and hope it 
“ will foon appear in print to the fatisfa£Hon of the learned world. This 
“ hiftory is the more to be efteemed by the curious part of mankind, 
as none of the antient creek and roman liiftorians, nor any geo- 
“ graphical accounts of this empire, liave gone fo far as to inform us 
“ of the original dialedt, &c. of the principal nations, viz. the st;LA- 
“ voNTANs, SCYTHIANS, and SARMATiANs j nor of the amazons, 
VANDALS, corns, and Cimmerians, who defeended from them; 
ncitlicr have we any perfect account remaining of the hunns and 
“ AVAR!. The great didauce of places, and ignorance of the lan- 
guages, have made it didicult to obtain a right information of them j 
“ add to this, the creeks had fo great a tafle for fables, rather than 
‘‘ for a diligent fcarch after truth, that they Jiavc rendered fads very 
** obicurc, of which the foolilli tale of the amazons is a proof. Of 
“ all thefe nations I have endeavoured as mucii as poffiblc to give a 
“ clear and particular account, which compofes the firft part of my hif- 
tory of RUSSIA. 

“ The fecond, begins with ruric, prince of the fins, who invaded 
“ this country, and founded the Russian empire, which continued from 
“ the year 860 to the incurlions of the tartars in 1238. This part 
“ contains many things relating to the hiftories of other countriesj as 
“ affinities by marriage, alliances, wars and treaties between the rus- 
** SIAN monarchs and othr- nations, particularly the Norwegians, 
SWEDES, liUNcjARiANs, aiid both tlic wcilem .ind eadeiii monarchies; 
“ which in tlsc hillorics of tliofe countries are either entirely loft or 

“ tranf- 
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“ tranimitted down in a very dark manner : 1 take no notice of natural 
hiAory. 'I’hefe two parts are entirely finiihed. 

“ Induced by the particular affedlion I have for the English nation, 
and my veneration for your royal fociety, on account of the great ad- 
“ vantages the world receives from their feveral learned worics, and their 
** encouragement of ufeful knowledge, I have thought proper, as a mark 
“ of refpedt, to dedicate my hiAory to them: but I am at a lofs for want 
“ of tranllators, and dare not venture to fend it to England in the ori- 
“ ginal, leA the mlAaking of fails, through want of a perfeil know- 
“ ledge of the nussiyVN language, /hould render the tranilation defeilive, 
“ I hSvc therefore thought it the beA way, that you would plcafc to re- 
commend me two goo<l tranflators in the german j for as I underAand 
“ that language, 1 can myfclf corredl any miAakc that A vail happen: 
“ and when this is done, it will not be a dilBcult matter to liave it tranf- 
“ lattd into other languages. 

“ I am, &c. 


The governor made fccret of his work, and having brought it down 
no lower than peti r tlic great, he could hardly have given oAence; 
however the envy or his parts among tire literati, the refentments of tlie 
pious for his infidelity, which 1 fear was great, and the eJamours of the 
merchants for his rapacicufiKfs, occafioned his beii'.g two years afterwards 
fent into civil banifhmcnt to his own cAate near mosco, where he ended 


his life. His works feem to have died with him, at leaf! they have not found 
*a favourable reception at the academy of St. Petersburg. It is however 
probable, that the great pains he took in collcdting feveral choice mate- 
rials, may be a means of fome other perfoji’s building a reputation upon 
his labours. This old man was remarkable for his focratical look, his 
emaciated body, which he preferved many years by great temperance, and 
for keeping his mind continually employed. When he v. as not writing, 
reading," or difeourfmg about biiiinefs, he played at dice one hand a- 
gaiiiA the other. 
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He complained to me, that he feared our principal fadlor elton was 
really t'ng.iged in the fervicc of nae’R shah, which might have very 
pernicious confcquenccs, by drawing o ;5 us the refentmcnt of his court j 
and he recommended to me, if it was not tO(j> late, to perfiuxde him from 
fo ralli an enterprise. He then fpokc of the Armenian traders, v.dio 
were our great opponents, obfrrving, that they are the mod crafty 
“ people in all asia, and delight in fraud. Let them, continued he, 
** get 50 per cent, in a fair way, they are not contented without cheating 
“ five, and the five is I'weetcr to them than the 50,’' Though this is in 
fome meafure true, part of it might be carried to the account of the old 
man’s inability, crafty as he xvas, to get of them all he deiired.^ The 
GO’u'r.ERNiR which is compofed of a deputy governor, a fecrctary, and 
other officers, Is a great check on the governor of this place j yet as fifips 
can neither leave the port, nor be permitted to prattic but by his per- 
mifilon, he has frequent opportunities of gain. 

Not long fince, the Russians made immenfe profits by felling provi- 
fions to the Persians, when there was fo great a fcarcity that moll of 
the inhabitants of derbend periHied for want; a koui.f. '* of meal, wliich 
coft one ruble, being fidd for twenty. Nadir shah upon this, gave 
notice to the merchants, that he fhould want a larger quantity, giving 
them tacitly to expedl that he would not alter the price: they accordingly 
brought it, but he difappointed their cxpeilations, by fixing a more mo- 
derate price, yet fuch as was very profitable to them. This is a prohibit- 
ed trade, but fo advantageous that it feems to be tlie intered of the govern- 
ment to connive at it. Upon tlie occafion of their being alarmed with 
NADIR shah’s approaches, the merchants, as well as tlic governor, were 
called to an account, and probably obliged to purchafe their peace with 
part of their gain. 

I was fevcLid times with the governor, whofe difeourfe ran continu- 
ally on ELION; the fum of it was, “ tliat nadir s«ah having ctJnceivcd 


i'hv j^ovcrvimeia’s chancery. 


* A large bag fo called. 
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an high opinion of this gentleman’s capacity, had made him prefents, 
and either engaged him for a falary to build thips for him, or re- 
quired his affiftance to fuperintend fuch an undertaking: that elton 
“ had already met with great difficulties, the timber being knotty, and 
“ the roads to the ffiip yard hardly palTable. He obferved moreover that 
“ the PERSIANS were extremely ignorant of maritime affairs, and averfe 
to any employment of that nature, fo that it would require much 
“ time to bring them to maturity; but as fuch enterprizes were no way 
relative to aftalrs of commerce, they could not but alarm the russi- 
“ AN court.” 

I replied to this effed', “ I am not infenfible that fuch a defign muft be 
“ offcnfivc to RUSSIA, but I am a ftranger to the nature of elton’s en- 
“ gagements. If nadir shah is determined to have (hips, it cannot 
“ depend upon elton or any Tingle man. I know Russia nnirt; natu- 
rally be jealous of the Persians, as the swedes about fifty years ago 
were of die Russians, who, notwithflanding, are now become fo 
“ formidable in the Baltic: but there is this effential difference ; whilft 
nadir builds one Ihip on the coaft of the Caspian, Russia can build 
“ ten of the fame fizc on the Volga, and probably die ten will coft 
“ no more than his one.” Indeed I had no opinion that the affiir would 
ever arrive to fueh a degree of perfedion, as to affed fo formidable a 
power as Russia; however I confefs there was caufe of jcaloufy. Thefe 
were my real fentiments, and I was moreover obliged to talk in this ftiic 
for fear of giving offence; for Mr. elton had brought us into fuch cir- 
cumflanc.es, that it was hardly poffiblc to avoid offending the empress or 
the SHAH, if not both. I took occafion alfo to remind die governor, that 
ARAPOFF the RUSSIAN conful and elton having been at variance, podibly 
the affair might be mifreprefented ; hut that in any cafe it ought not to 
affed; me, who was now charged to take care of the commercial intered 
and of that only. Upon this he defired nie to deliver a memorial to the 
fame eded, by way of petition to the chaiicerv. 


VoL. I. 
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It was not difficult to forefee the confequences of acquiefcing to fuch 
an extraordinary demand j though of the two evils I thought it the great- 
eft to refufe, as I muft have been an objecft of jealoufy, and perhaps actu- 
ally prevented from proceeding on my voyage : accordingly I delivered 
the following petition into her imperial majefty’s chancery. 

The petition of jonas hanway British merchant, 

“ Sheweth, 

r"¥^IIAT whereas reports have been fpread, that one of the bri- 
JL ■ TiSH fubjeCts refiding in resho, has been concerned in affairs 
ungrateful to the court of Russia j your petitioner is now going into 
“ GHiLAN to know the truth, and, if neceflary, to ufe his endeavours to 
** diffuade any fuch fubjeCt there engaged in trade, from voluntarily 
“ meddling with any other buftnefsj and to prevent as much as pofiiblc 
the BRITISH fliips on the Caspian from being employed in any man- 
«* ner not confiftent with the treaty of commerce fo that no juft caufe 
“ may be given to create the leaft obftruClion of the British trade thro’ 
the empire of Russia. 

** And as the lealbn is very far advanced, your petitioner defires im- 
mediate difpatch may be given to the British ftiips as foon as they 
fhall arrive, &c.” 


CHAP. XIX. 

• 

A defcriptmi of astrachan, and of its fjheries and trade. An account 
of the neighbouring tartars, and of the flights of locujls with which 
that country is infefled. Captain woodroofe arrives from Persia. 

A S I was obliged to wait fome time for the arrival of captain wood- 
roofe, in whofe ftiip 1 intended to embark for Persia, I had 

^ It muft be obfcived however, that the treaty made no provifion for thofe ftipt. 



Chap.XIX. AND TRADE OF ASTRACHAN. 123 

an opportunity of informing myfelf the more fully concerning astra- 
CHAN and its neighbourhood. 

This city is the metropolis of a kingdom of the fame name, fituated 
witiiin the limits of asia in an ifland called dolgoi, in the latitude of 
47, 60 ENGLISH miles from the Caspian fea; and derives its name from 
HADGEE terkan a TARTAR by whom it was founded. It was for 
many ages fubjedl: to the tartars, from whom it was taken by i van 
WAssiLowrrz czar of muscovy in 1554, taken by them again in 1668, 
and again retaken by the Russians: the czar employed for this purpofe 
a great number of flat bottomed vellels, on which he brought down his 
forces from casan. It contains about 70,000 inhabitants, among whom 
arc many Armenians and tartars of various denominations, with a 
few PERSIANS and Indians. The manners and cuflioms of all thefe dif- 
ferent people exhibit an epitome of asia. The city is about 2 « miles 
round, but including the fuburbs near five miles. It is furrounded by 
a brick wall in a ruinous condition, being about 200 years old. Here 
was a garrilon of lix regiments of the beft Russian troops: and in the 
adjacent plain they had eredted a great number of fmall batteries, which 
were intended to fweep the country, and to prevent the approach of an 
enemy, nadir shah having lately given fome alarm on this fide. 

The houfes are of wood, and moft of them very mean j the higher 
parts command a profpe^t of the volga, which fpreads itfclf here near 
three miles, giving plcafure and convenience to the inhabitants. In the 
fiimmer the jxoplc are generally fickly, wdiich is owdng to the marftiy 
lands near it. The earth being impregnated with fait, w^hich appears on 
the furface, is extremely fertile, bearing fruit in abundance, the immo- 
derate ufe of which creates many diftempers among the common people. 
Their water-melons ^ are in great efteem ; and in flavour, colour and tafle 
much the fiime as in Portugal. ’Tis remarkable, that this fruit, tho’ 
extremely juicy, grows beft in fand. But belides tlie abov^ reafon, the 


I Which the .RussiANS call a it boose. 
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melting of the fiiow which creates floods, and the rifing of the water 
alfb in autumn, are obferved to affedt the air and produce ficknefles. 

The government of astraciian extends as far as saratofp. The 
city is furroundcd by gardens and vineyards, whicli lie about two miles 
from it. Thcfe produce almoll every kind of garden-dud* known 
in ENGLAND, cxccpt potatoes, collyflowers and ardchoaks; and their or- 
chards furnlfh them with plenty of apples, piears, cherries, &c. Ole- 
aRius commends the fruits of astrachan, but I met with none ex- 
traordinary, except the water-melons ; though the court find the grapes 
delicious enough to hear the great expcnce of land carriage, as already 
mentioned. The wine of astrachan is alfo very indifl'erent. As their 
fummers are generally dry, they are obliged to water their gardens ; this 
is done by large wheels, fome of which arc moved by horfes, others by 
the wind. Thefe wheels are of a fufiicient height to throw the water 
into the highefl: part of the garden, from whence it runs in trenches to 
the root of every tree and pilant. TJie gardens and vineyards are gene- 
rally watered in this manner, from the middle of May to the middle 
of September. The chief game in the neighbouring country is hares and 
partridges i and in funimcr there is plenty of quails. Here are alfo water 
and wild fowl of all forts in great abundance. 

About ten miles below astrachan is a fmall ifland called bosma- 
KOFF, remarkable for its large ftorchoufes of fait, which is made about 
twelve miles to the eaftward of it, and being brought thither in boats, is 
conveyed in large flat bottomed veflels up the volga. With this all the 
country is fupplied, as far as mosco and twere. They dig annually 
furnc millions of poods, the exclufivc property of which is claimed by 
the crovvn, and brings in a confiderable revenue*'; for the common food 
of the foldiery, and of the bulk of the people, is bread and lalt. In 
this place alfo are large fiiheries, to which the neighbourhood of the fait 

* In ASTRACHAN Ucy k\\ the fait at three copecks a pood, but in Russia at 15 to i8, via. 
about a farthing a pound. The revenue of astrachan is reckoned 140 to 160,000 rubles, or 
33,500 L of which the grcatcil part arilcs from fait and 

works 
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works is of great advantage. Thefe extend even to the fea, reaching fouth 
eafcvvard as far as yaeik, and alfo 100 miles above zasitzen. From 
theft* liflieries all the country is fupplied as far as St. Petersburg: the 
veiTels arc loaded with fait fifli, andfent away in the fpringj but as frefli 
hill keeps good fo long as it is frozen, the winter is no fooner fet in, 
than it is tranfported by land as far as mosco and St. Petersburg. 
The principal forts are hurgeon, ft arlett, beluga and aflbtra 

The firft; cftabliflicr of thefe fiftieries was tikon demedoff a car- 
rier, who fettled there about 50 years ago ; his whole fortune then con- 
fided in two horfes, but through his induftry and abilities he became the 
greateft merchant in that country. The crown, which before his time 
was a ftranger to thofc advantages, has of late years, befidcs the fait, en- 
grofled feme of the filherics alfo. 

Captain woodroofe, who was for feme time at astrachan, alTur- 
cd me, that from the latter end of July to the beginning of Oflober, 
the country about tliat city is frequently infefted with locufts, which fty 
in fuch prodigious numbers as to darken the air, and appear at a 
diftance like a heavy cloud. The account which the inhabitants give of 
them is, that generally as the cold weather comes on, they are feen in 
their ilight from the northivard to the fouthward. Whenever they fall, 
they cat up every thing that is green. In this feafon therefore all the gar- 
deners look out for them, and upon tlieir firfi; appearance endeavour to 
keep them, off, by making as mucli fmoak and as great noife as pof- 
fible ; but in fpitc of all their art, thefe deftrnClivc infects, after flying 
as long as they arc able, fometimes fall in their gardens, on the tops of 
houfes, and ever; ito the fires. Their bodies, compared with the fmall- 
nefs of their u ,,s, arc very large. Their fize is generally from two to 
t#o and a hall .iclies long, and about three quarters of an inch in dia- 
meter, and tlieu ftiape near the fame as the largcft: fort of green grafs- 
hopper, Wv'ooRooFE mentions in his journal, that once in particular. 


* A large white filh. 


^ It isefembles flurgeon. 


as 
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as he was failing up the volga to astrachan, he obferved a prodigi* 
ous cloud of them coming from the weft north weft, which is acrofs the 
river. The wind at that time blew very frclh, and nearly from the fame 
point; when the locufts falling down, the water was covered with fuch 
prodigious ftvanns of them, that in fome places they greatly obftrudled 
the motion of the boat tor i o or 12 fathoms together. He fays alto that 
they live for fome time under wuter; for as they mounted on each other’s 
backs, they formed a cluftcr near three feet diameter, which rolled along 
by tlie force of the wir;d and the rapidity of the current. In this man- 
ner they were driven aftiore; their wings being dried, they got upon, 
•the pafturc, and very few were drowned. They lay fo thick upon the 
plain for near three days, to the extent of as many miles, that it was im- 
poffible to walk without treading on them. When they began to fly, 
they difappeared in lefs than half an hour, leaving the plain without a 
blade of grafs. 

The commerce of astrachan is very conflderable, though much 
diminifhed by the troubles in Persia, and the frequent revolts and in- 
folent behaviour of the tartars. Not Jong ago they traded to khieva 
and BOKHARA, but at prefent their commerce is confined to tlie em- 
press’s dominions and Persia. The inhabitants had about 38 veflels, 
from 60 to 100 lafts* for the Persian trade, of which fome belong to 
the government and mount a few fmall pieces of cannon. They are 
commanded by a midfliipman under a commodore who is generally 
.only a lieutenant in rank, and thele under the admiralty. This office ‘ 
is generally ftocked with all naval ftores, as well for the ufc of the vef- 
fels belonging to the empress, as to fupply the merchants. 

The trading fhips carry provifions to the frontier towns of terkie 
tind kislar, fitiiated on the Caspian fea, and likewife merchandize to the 
'feveral parts of Persia, at certain ftated rates. They are alfo occafionaliy 
by the Persians, to carry provifions from ghilan to Baku, 


f .Of two tans K>rei.is9. 


employed 
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DERBRND, and oflier places j but the Russian government ohferving that 
their mcrchantfhips were employed in the tranfport of provifions towards 
their own frontier, for the ufe of the Persian army, thought proper to 
take them into their fervicej and from that time they fent only a lew vef- 
fcls to PERSIA, under the authority of the imperial flag, that they rnight 
be priviledged from any arrefts or exadtions on the part of the Persians. 
But flnee nadir’s death, and the abandoning of the enterprize of build- 
ing PERSIAN fliips in the European manner, the Russian veflels have 
been again reflored to the merchants. 

Their foreign trade confifls in red leather, linens, woollen cloths, and 
EUROPEAN manufadlurcs, which they export to Persia, the greateft part 
for the account of the Armenians; in return they import fevcral manu- 
fadlurcs of Persia, particularly thofc of cash an, as filk faflies inter- 
mixed with gold, for the confumption of the poi.anders; wrought filks 
and fluffs mixed wdth cotton; rice, cotton, a fmall quantity of drugs, 
and cfpccially raw fllk. They alfo bring rhubarb but as the govern- 
ment has engrofled tliis article, private perfens are forbid to deal in it un- 
der penalty of death, f'rom khieva they formerly brought gold, lamb- 
fleins, cotton, and otlier comp->odincs; but this trade is now difeontinuedi 
as I have already obierved. The oHIccrs of the admiralty and cuflom- 
hemfe of astrachan have very fmall falaries, which is the cafe in all 
other places of Russia; fo that inlleud of doing their duty to difpatch 
bufinefs, they often feek pretences to protract it, in order to obtain the 
* more confiderable prefents. Upon thefc occalions, french brandy, white 
wine, hats, {lockings, ribbons, and fuch like are acceptable, 

WhilO: I was bufied in getting what informations were neceffary, the 
governor invited me to a fcaft, at which there W'ere near loodiflies; 
here I faw a lingular fpecimen of Russian intemperance, for there 
were above 30 people who drank to excefs in gpblets of a kind of 

** The greateft part of this vniuablc branch is brought into rvssia by the tartars of vakut- 
SKY, bordering on the eaftern tartars belonging to cjlitiA : they travel through Siberia to sa- 
mara, thence to casan ; and from thence to mqsco. 1 bocalls. 

cherry 
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cherry brandy This feaft vt'as made for the birth of his gfand-daughter, 
on which occafion the guefts prefented an oftering> each according to his 
rank. This is a civil way of levying a heavy tax on the merchants, and 
a cuflom, tho’ not elegant, lefs abfurd than that of feme politer coun* 
tries ; for here without difgiiife or ceremony you leave one or two ducats 
or feme richer prefent on the lady’s bed, who fits up with great forma- 
lity to be fainted. 

My curiofity carried me to fee the devotion of the Indian pagans 
in the little temple which they have here. Their prielfs ufe beads, in- 
cenfe, caps, prodrations and offerings; they have alfo fmall bells with 
other mufic, and raife their voices iri finging with the utmoft vehemence. 
The objedt of their adoration was a pagod, ugly and deformed to a de- 
gree of horror. After the fervice was over, they prefented me fome of 
the fruits which had been offered to this idol ; but 1 thought proper to re- 
fufe them, not without fome melancholy refledUons on the abjedt date to 
which human reafon is frequently reduced. 

The TARTARS hold tliis image wordiip in the utinod abomination; 
they will not carry even money which has any impreffion of man, bird, 
bead, creeping thing, or infcdl, into their temples. Their devotion is in 
filence and prodrations, except that the pried in an awful tone at certain 
times utters an invocation to the lord of nature, through the mediation 
of MAHOMMED. It muft be obferved, that the tartars about this city 
and kingtiom, were formerly didinguidied under denominations different ^ 
from the prefent; for thefe countries were but little known, nor are they 
yet fuffciently civilized to admit of that communication, which affords 
an opportunity for an entire difeovery, though the Russians have made a 
great progrefs in it. The nagay tartars are mauommedans, re- 
fembling in countenance the khalmucks, but better favoured, for their 
oyes are not fo fmall; thefe and the koosans are driven off to the cad- 
ward, and have fcklom of late years made any inroads on the Russian 
frontiers. 

The Ru&stAKS call 2C Yf5NorKr» 

For 
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For feveral miles round this city, where the foil will admit of culti - 
vation, tliere are fettlemcnts of a very civil arid induftrsous people of the 
race of the crim tartars, v/ho are tributary to the jujssmans. In the 
fummer they improve their land, the chief products of which are man- 
na*’’, oats, mufk, and v-’-ater-mclonsj but they reckon that their priiici- 
pal trerdure conhfts in their wives and children, with their /Iiccp, horfes, 
and cattle. When any of their daughters become marriageable, they 
cover her tent with v;hitc linncn, and put a painted cloth on the top, 
which is ufually tied with red hrings: they have alfo a painted waggon 
on the hde of tire tent; and this is to be her marrianc poition. TIiofe 
who delign to marry obierve tills fignal, and the girl is generally given to 
him wl’io odors the father the moft valuable prefent. Thefc people are ma- 
Ho’ TMKDAKs, and, .contrary to the practice of the kiialmccks, extreme- 
ly nice in tlicir burying places. They dig tlicir graves very deep, and after 
lining them with bricks lUied in the fun, and whitcwaniing them in tlic. 
infuic, tlicy build a cover over them. Tlicy alfo raife thick walls of 
mud round each toml), on the top. of which are fixed one or more white 
flags, according to the character of tlie deccaled. 


I Irad fpent fifteen days here in expediation of the arrival of capitain 
WOODROOF 5 -: from oini.AX, and obferving that the feafon ^vas far ad- 
v.mccd, 1 determined, fo foon as my caravan Ihould come down the voe- 
OA, to embark in a Russian velfeli but the 4th of November I receiv- 
ed the joyful news of woodroofe’s arrival at verkie ” with ico bales 
of raw filk. 


The reader mu ft have obferved, by the conferences I had with the go- 
vernor of this pilacc, how jealous the russi.'\ns were of IMr. eltom. 
arapoff the Russian conful in Persia, now gave intelligence that this 
gentleman had been at balkuan on the eaft coaft of tlie Caspian, 
where he had reduced a province, and brought the chiefs of it prifoii- 

■* Seed fo called. " The mouth of the vote a. 
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ers to GHiLAN; and that \yooi>RooFE’s £bip had been been employed in 
this enterprizej concluding that flie ought not to be permitted to return 
to PERSIA. The real account of this matter, which captain woodRqofe 
gave me foon after, was hx from being fatisfadtoty, and proved diat el- 
ton was too deeply engaged in the afiairs of the crown of Persia. Of 
tJiis the reader will judge from the following abftradt of woodroofe’s 
journal, relating to his voyage to balkhan. 


CHAP. XX. 


Captain woodroofe'i voyage to balkhan, on the eaji coaji of the Caspian 
fea^ wider the dircdlion of Mr. John elton, by order of nadir shah. 


« "TUNE tlie 24th, 1743, the shah’s orders were fignified to me by 
“ captain elton, to furvey the fouth eaft part of the Caspian, on 
“ which expedition the captain was to go himfelf. July the 21ft We 
“ weighed anchor and fet fail for enzellee, with orders to flop in lan- 
“ GAR ooD road. As this was a new navigation, to which mofl of the 
merchants in giiilan were llrangers, T could procure no other freight, 
than a fmall quantity of goods from captain elton, with which he in- 
tended to try the market of astrabad. 


July the 24th wc anchored in langarood road, where Mr. elton 
embarked. I was then hardly recovered of a fever, with which I had 
“ been long afH idled. The 31ft at noon we weighed, and the 5th of 
“ iVugvill anchored about two miles to the northward of the inlet into 
Asi RABAD bay. The next day I went in the long-boat to examine 
“ the entrance, and found a very good channel over the bar, and a frefh 
‘' water river running into it from the eaftward. We were about a mile 
‘‘ from the mouth of this river towards the dofc of the evening, when we 
“ iavP tliiifce large fandalls coming over the bar. The day following I 


® PsHsiAY) boats fo called 
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** armed and manned the long-boat, in order to aicend the river d|^pn a 
” difeovery. Nothing appeared near the {horO; but Woods and marges, 
“ with a ridge of mountains, which running parallel with the fea coaft/ 
*« extends hear eaft and weft. At the entrance of the river there is only 
“five feet water, but after we had proceeded about 20 miles, we fouftd 
not lefs than 20 feet. We rowed aii that day, but difeovered no fettle- 
ment. About a quarter of a mile from the entrance the water was 
“ frefii, but 1 8 miles higher wc perceived it to be brackifli, w'hich is ow- 
“ ing I believe to the fea w'ater that comes over the marflies. The wood 
“ is chiefly elm, willow, and birch, intermixed with vines. The river 
“ runs about call north eafl, with a fmall current. We faw a great num- 
“ her of wild buflalo’s, hogs and deer, and likewife tracks, as they ap- 
“ pcared to us, of wolves and tigers. 

“ Night coming on, and our people being almoft fpent with the heat 
“ and fatigue of the day, we refolved to take up our lodging there, and 
“ prepared to defend ourfelvcs againft the wild beads : for this purpofe 
** we cut down a large quantity of wood, and almoft incloflng ourfelves, 
“ fet it on fire. The greateft inconveniency we fuffered, was from the 
“ gnats, which ftung us fo intolerably, that many of our people ftripp’d 
“ thcmfelves, and lay all but their heads in the water. Not having dif- 
A any fcttlement, about midnight we l»gan to row down again, 
“ and at noon we reached the bay. Continuing our courfe along fliore,- 
“ about two miles to the fouthward of the mouth of the river, we 
“ heard tlie report of a mulket, and looking carefully towards the place 
from whence it came, we law about 50 men all armed, coming out 
“ of the woods down to the fea fide: though we were apprehenfive they 
“ were robbers who often infeft this coaft, yet we refolved to ftand in 
“ for the (bore. At our approach, perceiving that we had ftore of fire 
arms, they began to retire into the woods. We feht therefore our per- 
“ SIAN fervant on Ihore, to acquaint them that wc were come on 
“ that coafi: by the shah’s orders, haying bufinels at ASTRABAOi and 
to <x)iiyincc them of tlic truth> boftages,. and 

vKa: 2: '“'that 
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** that if three of their people would come ijito our boat, three of ours 
tlio’dd go with them j to which they confented. Upon this I went, 
attended by our interpreter and a fervant, to the village of kondaga- 
“ ZAR, which is near a mile from the w'atcr fide, through a tliick wood. 

. W w'ere received by the principal people of the village with great 
** regard, and after refrefliing ourfelv'es with what the place afforded, we 
“ returned to our boat. Among other things, we learnt that the three 
“ fandalls wdiich we faw coining over the bar, were Turkoman pirates, 
that they had plundered a village a little to the fouth well:, wdiere they 
“ killed eighteen men j and that thefe continual depredations obliged them 
to he always upon their guard. As it was very dark, we lay all night 
“ in the boat, but the next day we ■went aboard our flup, weighed and 
" came to anchor in kondagazar road in 2 i fathom water, in ftifr 
“ muddy ground. 

“ Auguft the I ith. I went on fiiore with letters from captain elton 
for the governor of ASTRA BA, D, in which he defired that, as he was 
“ about the shah’s affairs, he might be provided with horfes to carry him 
“ to the city. At my return we landed our little cargo j not without 
fome difficulty, the fhore being flat and low. Whilll W'c lay here, 
*« the villagers ihewed us great civilities, and conflantly fent us provifions 
“ of every fort in abundance. The 13th. Several of the principal inhabi- 
“ tants came on board, and acquainted captain elton, that the governor 
“ had fent horfes and fervants to condudl him to astrabad; upon 
“ whicli be immediately went on fhore. After fpending fevcral days in 
“ fiu veying this bay,. and taking landfkips of the coafl; naseer aga, an 
“ officer in the shah's fervice, arrived from the camp, with orders to take 
“ four of the oourtjoys who had left their country, and put them- 
“ fdves under eersian protedlion, to ferve us as pilots, as they were 
“ well acquainted with the eaflrefn coafl:. He vvas likewife commiflioned 
to take a fuflicicnt number of foldiers under his , command, with di- 

f InhabUants of the iilands on the eaftern coeft. 
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regions to look for a proper place to build a garrifon, in order to awe 
“ the OGURTJOY pirates, and prevent their excurfions^ 

“ The 31ft of Auguft. Captain ulton and nasekr aga, with , 18 
“ Ibldiers and four pilots came on board} and the next day we weighed* - 
“ We arrived the Sth of September at the fouth end of idak, tlie wef- 
“ termofi: of the oourtjoy illands, and coafted the call; fide of itj 
“ continuing our furvey for four days. It is a long fandy ifland, which 
“ (Iretches itfelf about north and fouth. Near it is dkverish a barren 
“ illand, which exte\ids itfelf to north eaft and ibuth wed. The pilots 
“ affirmed this to have been formerly a high land} but nowit is low, 

“ which we imputed to the rifing of the water. Between thefe two illands 
“ is a very goo^l channel three fathoms deep, which extends to the north- 
“ ward. Idak. has two wells of frefli water, and is inhabited by eight 
“ or ten families, who liave a few Ihcep and goats. The foil produces 
“ a coai-fe fort of grape, melons, cucumbers, carrots, onions, 6cc. The 
“ inliabitants, for want of harbours, having no boats, borrow them of 
their neighbo\irs in the illand of naphtokia '5. 

“ September the 14th, We weighed and came in clofc under the call 
“ fide of KAPiiTf>:jJA. The coaft is diificult of accefs, the land being 
“ very high; it extends itfelf fix or eight leagues north and fouth, and 
“ contains about 36 families, wito have 28 large boats with fcveral wells* 
“ ofNwi' THA'. The liarbour is' on the call fide of the illand: to the 
“ fouthward there are four fmal! ifles, between all which, by the relation 
of our pilot a nacive of the place, there is fall 10 feet water} as there 
is likcwlle up a large hay to tiie eallward of them, almoft as far as 
“ BALKHAN bill. Naphtonia has plenty of llicep, wild goats, ca- 
“ mcls, and afies, with exceeding good water } tlie latter is a great ad- 
** vantage to them, for all the fprings along this coall, except here, and 
“ on IDAK, arc lalt or brackifh. The foil is fruitful, aflording all man- 

< So called by the RjLfssjA>s j the reus tAKa call it CKEtiaieAN. ' This is common- 

ly anderftood to be a fjjeciw of bitumen; it is of thc nature of oil, of a very dark grey colour, and 
fuljihmeaus fmsl!.- 
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** ner of garden -ftuC There is an old mofque, to which the inhabi- 
tants come to worlhip. Thefe people fublift entirely by piracy, mak> 
“ ing continual depredations on the neighbouring parts of Persia. 

“ To remedy this evil, nadir shah fome years lince offered to for- 
give all that was paft, and to receive them into his favour, if they 
“ would come and fettle about astrabad bay, where they might have 
“ lands and fell their naptha to the inhabitants of that quarter. This 
** they accepted, and carried on a brilk trade for about two years, felling 
“ their naptha to the Persians, Turkomans, and roving ousbegs, 
and purchafing provifions to fupply the inhabitants of the iflands. But 
liaving had an opportunity of collefting a number of boats, they grew 
“ tired of this way of living, and returned to their trade of piracy } fo 
that balkhan became a general rendezvous of robbers. Nadir shah 
“ being at that time engaged in his expedition againft the moghol, pod- 
poned the redudion of thefe people till his return. But upon enquiry 
“ he now found it attended with great difficulty, for the place is almolt 
“ inacceffible by land, and the country fo wild and barren, that none 
but thofe hardy people the Turkomans can live in it. Befides, in 
“ fummer there is no frefli water along the coaft, except one well j and 
** in winter the defert is exceeding cold. 

September the 15th. We weighed and ran through a channel not 
wider than half a cable’s length, between the eaft end of deverish 
“ and NAPHTONiA, and flood away along the north end of the latter. 
“ This channel is faid to have been fordable about x 8 years ago, but now 
it has every where 10 or 12 feet water. To the eaftward we faw 14 
“ large boats, which rowed towards us for fome time, and then hoift- 
ing their fails ran round a bank of fand to the caft fide of naphto- 
** NiA; where they have a town with a pretty good harbour. As it was 
a calm we could not follow them, and a ftrong current fetting out of 
the bay we were obliged to anchor in feven fathom water. The 
“ next day having a weflerly breeze we weighed, and ran up the fide 
of the ifland dargan, which forms the fouth part of the bay, and 

« extends 
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« extends near eaft and weft. There is fome riling ground on it, but 
no inhabitants, the land being barren and fandy. Notwithfianding 
there is no water on this illand, yet, by report, it abounds in wild 
goats and deer, which, as tlie Persians generally fay, require no wa- 
“ ter, but fubfift on the heavy dews that conftantly fall in thofe parts. 
We continued founding, and got up to a fmall illand on the fouth 
fide of the bay, called dag ad aw, where we anchored in two fa- 
‘ ‘ thorn water. 

“ The day following we went with the long-boat to furvey the illand, 
** deligning allb to go on lliore on the main land for frelh water. Our 
“ pilot carried us to two fprings, where there were many tracks of ca- 
“ mels and dieep. The water was brackilli ; for as all the land on this 
fide the Caspian is impregnated with fait, fo are the fprings, except 
two at the foot of balkihan mountain j and yet the turkumans 
“ and their cattle drink of it. I was informed, that it is now 100 years 
“ fince the oxus emptied itfelf into the upper end of this bay. As this 
“ river was often dried up in many places in the heat of the fummer, 
“ the TURKOMANS imagined, that by Hopping the mouth of it they 
“ could preferve it above. But the contrary tell out, for the water hav- 
“ ing no palTage to clear away the fand, which was conftantly blown off 
the defert into this river, it is filled up, and fcarce any veftigest of it 
“ arc now remaining near the Caspian fea, 

, “ Round daoadaw there is full two fathom water, which is con- 

“ ftantly fmooth and clear. Our pilots informed us that there is a great 
“ fcarcity of filli, for which reafon the inhabitants keep lo filhing 
“ boats in a bay about half a day’s journey to the nortlwvard, which 
** the PERSIANS call obb maysey ^ Here they catch plenty of fifti 
“ not only for their own ufe, but likewife for fale to the turkumans 
“ and roving tartars. The Russians pretend there is a whirlpool in 
this bay j but this is denied by the turkumans, who aftirm they filh 

» Or fifliing water. 
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“ all over it. In all parts of it there is at leail eight fathom vvaterj but 
‘‘ the entrance is very narrow. 

“ September tl'.e 18th. As we continued founding up the hay, we 
found the Water grew lliallow; the deeped: is clofc along the illand 
“ DARGAN, which runs up near the foot of the mountain of balk- 
“ HAN, between which and the illand there is a little channel of five 
“ feet water. Rowing acrofs the bay we faw numbers of people, 
“ who upon our approacln'ng towards the illand, made fignals, 
by throwing up fand in the air, which at a diftance appeared like 
“ fmoke. T'liey began their lignals at tlic water fide, and were anlwered 
“ quite to the eadernmofl end. When we were arrived at the foot of 
“ the mountain, wc faw 14 boats at anchor to the ibuthward of par- 
“ GAN, where there is a wide bay that extends into the Caspian. Our 
pilot informed us, that at the foot of the mountain tlicre is five feet 
water, v\hjch deepens gradually to the weft ward into 10 feet; and this 
“ is the founding through all the pallages between naphtonia and the 
iflands to the foutlnvard. This day wc weighed, and ran up into nine 
‘‘ feet water, and moored the fliip near the foot of the mountain. 

“ Here captain elton and nasef/r aga went in fearch of a conve- 
nient fpot, on which tliey might build a fort. TJiey had taken with 
them on fhorc the Persian foldiers, a pilot, and four Tailors, with 
arms and ammunition fuflicicnt to make a defence againft thofe taji- 
“ TARS, in cafe of an attack. Soon after they put off, we faw tlie 14 
“ boats fleering to the weftward, but could not perceive any body up- 
“ on the ifland. 

“ September the 22d. Our people returned from their furvey, and 
“ reported, that when they had got up to balkhan they found only 
one man on the coaft, whom the tar j ars had commiftioned to en- 
“ quire after us. Upon our firft approaching naphtonia, the inhabi- 
tarns imagined w'e were driven in there by diftrefs, for which reafon 
tliey manned ail their boats with defign to cut us off. But ob- 

ferving 
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ferving that we beat the drum and fired the morning gun, and feeing 
“ us run fo readily through the narrow pafiage between devekisii and 

NAPHTONiA, they concluded we were fent by the shah to dcftroy 
“ them ; upon which they made all hafte back to favc their* families and 
“ cattle. The former they conveyed in boats to balkhan, with an 
“ intent to alarm the tartars in that neighbourhood j but they tranlport- 
“ ed their cattle, confilting of camels, fiiecp, and afies, to dargan, 
“ together with two women flaves, and two of their own men, to 
“ whom they gave infirudions to drive them to the fouth eaft part of 
“ the ifland. But feeing us come up the bay fo tlofe after them, they 
“ went round in order to take in their cattle again, left we (hould inter- 
“ cept them This precaution however proved quite fruiclefs from an- 
“ other caufc; for, to their great furprizc, they found that moft of them 
“ were already deftroyed by wild beafts. One of the llaves was alio kil- 
“ led: the other being greatly diftrelfed for want of water, and not ufed 
“ to fuch hardlhips, expired in a few hours ; fo that only the two men 
“ and a few camels were faved. They failed then to the fouthward, 
“ w'hiie the Turkomans and fevcral ousbeg tartars who frequent 
“ this neighbourhood, fled up into the mountain of balkhan. 

“ Thefc pir.itcs were poffolicd of ly boats more, which were then on 
“ a cniiib on the coaft of mazanderan and asvrabad. 'Tis their 
“ cuftom to fend only half of their boats out at a time, for fear of a villt 
“ from the shah’s forces, or left they fk.ould lofc a prize by fuftcring 
“ any vcflbl to efcape, that miglit be driven in here by diftrefs. Whenev^er 
“ this happens, they take all that is tsfeful out of her, thciv fet her on 
“ fire, and either kill the failors, or fell tiicm as flaves tc? the ousbeg 

“ TARTARS. 

“ Captain elton having received this information proceeded in his 
“ furvey, in order to be iatisfied If there was any poflibility of executing 
“ the shah’s projed. This prince had been informed, that there was, 
“ plenty of frefh water In thofc parts j but upon examination it was found 
“ that the fprings Were overflowed with fait water. There was another 
“ fpring indeed a mile and a half higher up, but as it was Vf’ry fmall 
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« and at fi^ch a diftance, it would pot anfwer the purpofe. The Ifland of 
DAO ADA w was judged the fafeft place for the garrifon, as the m;<.ga- 
“ zines would be there mod fccure from any furprize by land on the 
“ part of the tartars. With regard to frefli water, captain Elton 
propofed to provide a number of boats, and to bring it from n a phtonia ; 
which was the more feafible, as the navigation between the two illands 
“ is extremely fafe. 

“ September the 28th. As I had a voyage now depending from ciii- 
“ LAN to RUSSIA, tlicre was not time fufficient to make any farther dif- 
“ Covery. There was only half a hoglhead of frtlh water on board, 
“ and to go on fhore on naphtonia would have occafioned too great a 
** delay. We therefore weighed for farabad, where we landed our 
paffengers the 30th of September ; and after getting frcfli water we pro- 
ceeded for enzellee.” 

From this account of captain woodroofe, it feems that nadir with 
his ufual fagacity forefaw a rebellion from that fide of turkuxMania, 
which induced him to employ his new fervant elton j his intent being 
to fend a fleet to balkhan with provifions, in order to build a fort and 
keep a garrifon in that place, to awe the turkuman tartars. This 
Hep could not but give great offence to the Russians, becaufe their bar- 
rier would become fo much the weaker, and the Persians might the 
more eafily invade Russia on that fide, which had been always confider- 
ed as impradlicable. 


CHAP. XXL 

Author continues his voyage down the Volga to the mouth of the Cas- 
pian. A brief account of the khalmuck fettlements\ and of the river 
VOLGA. Tie method of curing caviare. 

N ovember the 8th. We left astrachan under convoy of the 
governor’s barge with 1 2 granadiers. It has been already obferved, 
that this old gentleman had been greatly inftrumental in bringing the 

TARTARS 
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TARTARS to a peaceable fubjedion, to the Russian government : for 
this purpofe he had taken all the large boats from the khai^mucks j fo 
that here, as in other places, they were obliged to fifh in fmall canoes. 
At night we flept within piftol-lhot of a khalmuck fettlement. The 
habitations of thefe people are round tents, which they call khabitka’s, 
raifed with canes in the form of a cone, and covered with wilocks ^ 
Thefe tents are of 1 o, and fome of 1 5 yards in circumference, and 
about 1 2 feet high ; they make their fires in the center of the tent, and 
the fnioke ifTucs from the top, which is prepared for that purpof;. 

Thefe people are miferably poor, fublifting on fifli which they take in 
the VOLGA; they dry in the fummer their winter’s provilioh. They 
prefer to live on the banks, where flags and ruflies are grown to a great 
iieight, thefe being fome defence againfl: the rigors of the cold feafon. 
There arc feldom fecn above 7 or 8 tents in a place, which contain 30 
or 40 perfons, who live in difl:in<fl families under one whom they chufo 
as their chief. Beiides thefe, there are other khaumucks, who travel 
to the fouth when the winter comes on, and return northward in the heat 
of the fummer. 

It is ealy to conceive how murders and robberies frequently happen in 
thefe parts, I gave the flridteft orders for a regular watch of two men 
under arms during the night; but I riiore than once found them, fafl: a- 
lleep. As we advanced within 30 werfts of the mouth of the volga, 
we deferied a great number of fmall iflands; the whole feene appearing 
wild and inhofpitable. We were obliged to flop at sadlistova a little 
ifland, where refidcs the oflicer who gives clearances to paflengers. 

Being happily arrived at yerkie, we embarked in the British ihip 
EMPRESS of RUSSIA, much dcUghtcd to find ourfelves in a vcflel of good 
oak, regularly built, well fitted, and probably the only complete fhip 
which till that time had appeared on the Caspian. It was no lefs a 
pleafure to fee the English flag hoifted, and fome fatisfatflion to receive 

^ This IS a very thick fijit of earners hair, which keeps out the weather extremely well, 
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thofe common marks of elleein which makers of Ihips ufually pay their 
merchants when they have any guns. 


Though I have in I'cvcral parts of this work made occafional mention 
of the VOLGA, yet a river of fuch conlidcration deferves a more particu- 
lar attention; and I think no place fo proper as this, being now about to 
take my leave of it. This river was anticntly called the riia, and is 
reputed for extent and depth one of the itobleft in the W'-orld. It derives 
its fource from the lake fernoff in the province of reskoff, tun- 
ing, according to general computation, near 4500 werfts ' before it em- 
pties itfelf into the Caspian fea. It takes in the river twersa which 
comes from twerr, the moscwa from mosco, the oc:ca from colum- 
NA, the KAMA which divides the nagay and kookan tartars, the 
SAMAR at samara, and many others. It is of the utmoft utility to 
the greatell part of the vaft empire of Russia, not only with regard to 
commerce, but as it has been a means of reducing the different 
tribes of tartars who frequent its borders. T'hc immenle quantities 
of w'ater it receives from other rivers, a|id from the many hilly countries 
from whence defeend great torrents, particularly when the fnow melts in 
the fpring, arc the caufe of its fweliing at different times and places. It be- 


gins ufuaily to rife in March, and increafes in April and Msyi. continuing 
above its ufual mark, till the end of June; an^^j^n it decred|^ Very faft. 
There is often another rife in September by autimhal rains; but this is not 
fo conlhtnt, nor near fo confiderable. It varies in different pilaces ; 
at ASTRACHAN it is Only feven or eight feet, unlcfs the fouthcriy w'inds 
blow in the w'ater at the fame time from the Caspian, About zaritzen, 
which is above 400 werfts higher, I faw a mark at about 20 feet, as al- 
ready mentioned; and at casan, which is 1250 werfts yet higher, the rife 
is faid to be much greater. As there are fo many different climates in the 
courfe of tirh river, the ice breaks up at different times; as at astra- 
ciiAN about the end of February, and at casan generally a month 
later. Plere the banks alter almoft every year, partly by the force of 
the current, and partly by the fands which are blown into the river from 


' 3000 miles. 


the 
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the adjacent country. The danger arifing from t'hefe fliifting banks is 
not very great ; but they create delays. The common courfe of the 
dream can hardly be reckoned above a mile an hour, but in the time 
of the floods it is generally three miles. 

The navigation is very diflicult for veflels drawing above five feet water, 
except in the flood times, when the largefl: flat bottomed veflels find fuffi- 
cient w'citcr. I have feen a veffel afloat in the inonili of Odlober, faid to 
have 600 tuns of fait and fiili aboard j and in fome fcafons they have 
barks of greater burthen. The trade from many parts is great and ex- 
tenfive, but from no place more, confiderabic than from YARisiiAW and 
CAs.A \’. 'J'hc I'.uicM's wlao navigate this river, are remarkable for their dex- 
terity iii v.au'ping. They have three boats to carry out the warps, vvlnch 
tlicy tak.c Ir. foiVvard ; and at the fame time they coil tlie warp from the Item 
i'lto the b'.yat, wliilc tlic other two boats are a-hcad laying frcih warps; for 
as {i)cn as they have run out one, the end of the other is ready. Thefe vef- 
fel;; fontetimes carry from 150 to 200 men, and as their bignefs prevents 
their laiiing, except the wind be very fair, they warp 30 e.vglish miles 
in a day againfl the flream, which, as we have already obferved, is fome- 
times very rapid. IBefides the vafl abundance of filh taken in this river, 
and j’ont cither faltcd or frozen to diflant parts of the .russjan empire, 
there is a confiderabic commerce carried on in caviare ^ 


The method of preparing this commodity is to take away the ftringy 
part, then to mix it with fait well cleaned and made into brine ; and when 
drained from the oily parts and prefled, it becomes of fuch a confiflency 


drained from the oily parts and prefled, it becomes of fuch a confiflency 
.as to keep two or three years. The grain is of a darkifh grey colour, 
almoll as big as a pepper corn, and cuts tranfparent. In the winter it is 
fent frefli to all parts of the empire, and is mucli efleeraed by the natives 
as well us foreigners, being well known to partake of the nature of oyf- 
ters. There is alfo a large quantity made for exportation, which is con- 
fumed in italv' and by the chriftians in the levant. The Armeni- 
ans have the Ikill of pieparing it beft, and ufualiy make above 6000 
poods * every year. In 1749 they brought 20,000 poods to m..rkct. 


• Roe oi' flargeon and belluga, the kussiaws call it iecra. 


* About roc tjins. 
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Having thus given a (hort ajccount of the volga, and being ready to 
launch out into the Caspian, I think it will be proper to introduce a 
more particular defcription of that fea, befidcs what has been already given 
concerning balkhan. But as this is a province which properly belongs 
to a feaman, I muft refer my reader to the following extrafts of captain 
woodrooi'eV. journal, from his firft entering on that navigation. 


CHAP. xxir. 

JE,y:tra 6 is vf captain wooDROOFE’i journal from his fet ting out from astra- 
chan in fine 1742, on his frjl voyage. 

TUNE the 20th, 1742. Upon our entrance into the Caspian 
** we met with hard gales of foutherly winds attended with a very 
** hollow fea, and fbon loft our great launch from the ftern. The day 
following we hauletl up to the eaftward, on account of the rocks 
“ lying between swetoi and zeloi iflandsi fome of thefe run a 
** mile to the eaftward, and there is a very large one two miles eaft 
“ of SWETOI. Here we iaw feveral breakers, which we took to be 
rocks under water. The fafeft way is to avoid zeloi, the land being 
low and the weather generally hazy j and it is not difcernible above 
** two leagues even in clear weather. 

“ June the 27th. For feveral days we had light wefterly and foutli 
weft winds with a ftrong current, which fruftrated our endeavours to 
reach enzkllek. Our water running low we made the fouth fliore, 
** and came to an anchor in 1 o fathom, when we difcovereci a town 
from the maft-head. The fhore for many miles has the appearance 
** of a very pleafant and fertile country, agreeably checkered with groves, 
** paftures, and arable lands. At the extent of this landikipis a ridge of 
high mountains, extending from eaft to weft, behind which the peek 

DEMONA, 



Chap. XXII RELATING TO THE CASPIAN SEA. 143 

DEMOAN rifes far above the reft. We immediately hoifted out our 
boat, and having rowed three leagues to the caftward, we landed near the 
“ town of MESCHEDIZAR. 

“ Here an hundred men under arms prefented themlelves, and without 
“ any , ceremony dragged our boat to fliore, fignifying that we were 
“ their prifoners. Among this troop there were three who had the 
“ appearance of oflicers, but feemed to preferve no kind of difei- 
plinc. They flood for near an hour at bay, refting on their arms, 

“ and laughhig very loud. At length a perfon came whom they treat- 
ed w'ith great deference ; he was attended by feyeral others of good 
figure, and among the reft by a Russian interpreter. 

“ This pcrlbn demanded in very civil terms who 1 was, and what I 
wanted. I informed him that 1 had a cargo of goods for the English 
“ fatlory at reshd, in whole fervice I was employed; that my fliip was 
at anchor three leagues to the eaftward, and that contrary winds and : 
want of v/ater had occafioned my coming on fliorc. He replied, that 
“ the cafe might pofiibly be as I reprefented it, but as the coaft was very 
much expoled to tlie depredations of pirates, he muft he fatisfied in a 
“ circumftance which could not but appear fufpicious; adding, that to 
he convinced of our innocence, he would difpatch a mefienger to 
“ inquire after our veflcl. In the mean time he defired me to lit down 
“ by him on the fand, aflluing me that I had nothing to fear. He 
“ invited me alfo to fup with him, and at my requeft ordered a pro- 
“ per guard over the boat, witli provifions for the failors. We had 
“ hardly reached his houfe when the iervant arrived wdth the news of 
“ the ft lip, with which he was very well pleafed. When we had ft- 
“ niftied our repaft, he made an apology for W’hat had happened, inform- 
‘‘ ing me that mahommed kuan the governor of the province, had 
“ iflued out orders to all the villages along the lea coaft, to detain every 
ftrange boat that fhould come on fliore, and fend the commander of 
“ it to hihij for which reafon I muft go with him the next day to 

“ BAL- 
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" jjALFRusH, the metropolis of this province. Early in the morning 
<< horfes were brought to the door, and three fervants attended us on 
“ foot to BALFRUSH. Tlic govcmor had heard of my arrival, and 
“ being well acqtiainted with our factory in reshd, entertained me with 
" a very handfoine dinner, and gave me a palTport to procure afuftance 
“ in all other parts of that coad fubjeft to his authority. As a further 
proof of his good will, he ordered the calentar to furnini us with 
“ water from certain choice fprings, and with «all the provilions I wanted; 
“ and if I had no pkrsjan money, lie defired him to take my bills 
upon the factors at resho. After thclc civilities he wiilied me a good 
voyage, and I took my leave. 


“ Between this city and mescuedizar, v.?hich are didant from each 
“ other about 12 miles, is a plcafint country; the people are well 
limbed, robud, and very adivc, particularly in wrcdliiig, running, anrl 
“ other fuch cxercifes. rlt i\rEScnEDJzAR there is a little market for 


fruit, fuch as mulk and water-melons, apples, pears, and plumbs, very 
“ fine raidns, rice, brown and loaf fugar, which tliey make here and 
at BAIFRUSH. Tiic loaf fugar is bad, and when d iTolved produces a 
“ greafy fcuni j but the raw brown fugar, though of a verv dark colour, 
“ is of a firm grain and not difagrccable. The inhabit.i.ts ui'c a liquid 
“ nw.de from the juice of grapes'", with wdiiclv they fwceten their water 
“ and rice. Tlicy have alfo comfits of lemon peel and li.nic; like- 
“ wile ginger, citrons and almonds, chielly candied .and pref'erved 
“ with brown fugar. Provilions w'ere fo cheap that a good jfliecp 
“ cod only about four lliillings; they have chcefc and butter, but 
“ tlic fil'd is very bail, and the lad of too fweet a Havour. TIicre is 
“ a iniall river that runs into the fea, by which they carry on a 


Cf 

ti 
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trade to 
earthen • 
on afles 


GniLA>r, chiefly confiding of raw cotton, callicocs, and 
ware; thele goods are brought to their market by the peafants 
and cows, and in bad weather are carried the fame way into 


“ GifiLAN, but in fummer tliey are conveyed by water in fiat bottomed 
veflcis. The beach of the fea is driven up in this place to a great 


“ height. 


^ Called DUSHAB. 
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“ height j and behind it are lakes of ftagnant, brackifli water, and marfliy 
“ woody land. The furf which had hindered oiir getting od' being 
“ now abated, we launched our boat from the fnore, with her loading 
of frcfli water, whicli came aboard very feafonably. After our return 
“ from MEScHEDizAR wc difcovcrcd finican ar, another fmail village 
“ near the fca fide ; here we put afhore, and filled our calks with ex'ccl- 
“ lent water, having finl: produced tlic certificate which mahommed 
KFiAN had given us, to which the villagers paid lb much regard, as to 
“ refufe the money wc offered them for their affiftancc. This village 
‘‘ is fituated in the mldfl of a wood, on a little river which former- 
“ ly dilbharged itfelf into the fea, but now the mouth of it is Hop- 
“ pe»i up ; upon which occafion they tell a remarkable dory. About 
“ eight years ago a great party of Russian and rttRKUMAN pirates hav- 
ing Aolon a large veffcl from the entrance of the Volga, put into 
“ this river witli a defign to plunder all the villages upon it. They had 
\s ith them fix pieces of finall cannon, and a confiderable quantity of 
“ ammunition, intending to fortify thcmfclves here, and ellablilli a ren- 
dezvous. The inhabitants having fufpiciou of their intentions, abandon- 
ed FiNvc ANAR, and alarming their neighbours came down undifeovered, 
and filled up the mouth of the river with trees and fandj men, wo- 
“ men and children exerting thcmfclves in this common danger. The 
“ pirates wore plundering at diferetion, fearlefsof furprizc; when the per- 
“ SIAN pcalants mufleving all their fbength attacked them; fome of the 
“ pirates were killed, others taken, and the reft made tiie heft of their way 
“ ilown the river, expedting to recover their vcffel; but they loon found 
“ their miftake, and nothing remained but to furrender themfelvcs. The 
“ RUSSIANS were pardoned ulh'u entering into the Persian fervice but 
the TURKOMANS, bciiig old oftenders, were cut to pieces. The velTel 
“ ftill lies at the mouth of the river, and the dam is become a firm 
“ beach, which defends the brave cottagers from the like iavafion, tho’ 
“ it has ruined their river. 


T 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


Captain wooDKOoFEi jcurnal continued, from July 1742 to fune 174 
%vith the fojcrat remarkable occurrences till bis I'oyage to balkhan. 

“ ^ I * U E 5th of July we departed from finicanar for ghilan, but 
JL our voyage was much retarded by light vvefterly breezes, and a 
“ ftrong current. We found the foundings along the coaft very gradual 
“ and regular. The wind continuing contrary we put into langarood 
“ bay. In a cove * to the well ward we difeovered a veflel at anchor j up- 
“ on which we ran into feven fathom water, came to an anchor, and dif- 
“ patched our letters to resud. 

“ The 13th. A light breeze fpringing up at eaft fouth eafl, wc 
weighed, and the next day came to an anchor in enzelli;f. r<wl. A 
fcant of water on the bar obliged us to unload our cargo, which was 
“ carried to peribazar in Persian boats, and from thence by land to 
RESHB. There is a river running from peribazak to resiib, but it is 
“ fo drained by the multiplicity of channels to convey water to their rice 
“ grounds, as renders it unnavigable. This is an open road, intirely' expofed 
“ to the north. The winds being light and vcerable favoured us very much, 

“ but a hollow northern fwell, with a ftrong caflern current, rendered it 
“ both difagreeablc and dangerous. .The inlet from enzeli.f.e road to en- 
“ ZELLER y for a mile and half has the appearance of a river, but afterwards 
“ it opens into a lake of about three leagues extent, where the Russian vef- 
“ fcls lay j and from whence a narrow river runs about two miles further * 
“ to PER I BAZAR : thc couffc acrofs the lake is fouth eaft by fouth half 
“ fouth. The 28th. Our cargo being all landed, we were taken into 
“ the fervice of the Persian government to carry rice to berbend for 
“ the army, where the shah was then in perfon, endeavouring to re- 
** duce the lesgee tartars. 

“ While wc wTre taking in our lading from the magazine at peri- 
“ bazar, I made forae obfervations on the Persian manner of ftiip build- 

* Lancarooo cove. 1 A fmall village on the weft point of the laiid. 

“ ing. 
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“ ing. The major part of their veflels are built by R ussian defertcrs, who 
“ meet with encouragement from the Persians. They are made of elm, 
“ which abounds in this province ; their fails are of cotton, their cables 
of flax, and fome, of the bark of trees. In fair weather they hoirt: a 
“ large fquarc fail, two parts laced together ; and when it blows a little 
“ they come to anchor clofe to ftiore, not chufing to be farther out than 
two fathoms water. If it blows hard they let their veflel run with 
her broad fide afhore, and endeavour to keep her there moor’d by the 
Humps of trees, which are found in abundance on this coaft. In order 
‘‘ to heave them off again, they carry fpars, but they are often obliged 
“ to unload them, and are frequently wrecked. To fiipply their want 
“ of anchors, they ufe crooked pieces of iron, with ftones tied to them, 
“ There are fonic larger veflels built after the antient manner, of 30 
“ or 40 tuns, which are called fandallsi their beams are dovetail’d through 
“ the ii dc in tiers, and a row in every three feet j by which means thefe 
“ vclfels are divided into partitions, which arc made tight, fo as to coii- 
“ fine any leak, and prevent its communication with the reft of the ftiip. 
“ They are moftly caulked with cotton, the infide as well as the out; the 
“ feams arc filled as full as poflible when they are firft builtj and to fc- 
cure them the more cffcdtually, they cover them with canvafs well tar- 
“ red, and lay battins over it every three or four inches, ftapling them 
“ fall with a kind cjf crooked nail. This method keeps them dry dur- 
“ ing four or five years, after which they are generally broke up as ufelefs. 
“ Their kirjiems - are in thegreateft ufe and efteem, though they fel- 
“ dorn venture with any of them farther than meschedizar for raw cot- 
ton, oats, and earthen ware ; or weft ward to BAKU, where they carry 
“ rice, and return with rock fait, fafiron, and naptha. 

“ Auguft the 29th. The Russian conful at reshd appeared very jea- 
“ lous, and obliged our Russian feamen to fign papers without their 

I 

y Small boats fo called. 

T 2 “ knowing 
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“ knowing the contents. This morning when \ve weighed for derbend, 
“ wc fuv a RUSSIAN veflel ftranded. VVe arrived there in 12 days, but 
“ a great fur f on the beach detained us on board till the 14th of Sep- 
“ tember ; we then went on fliore to make a report of our cargo, and were 
“ ordered by hussein aei beg the chief receiver of provilions, to take 
all favourable opportunities to land it. The Russian and Armenian 
“ merchants were much offended at our ihips being employed by the 
“ PERSIANS, as it interfered with tlicir interell j and the conful threatened 
“ to complain of our condu< 5 l to the court of Russia. 


“ September the 17th. The furf on the beach dccrealing, I went on 
(liore in fearch of a proper place to land the cargo. The receiver 
HUSSEIN ALi BEG, with the RUSSIAN fccrctary, the interpreter, and fe- 
“ vcral perfons of didindVion on horfeback, were lull; then arrived at the 
“ water fide. A running footman approached, and made figns to me to 
come to his mafter. I imagined he had fome orders to communicate 
“ with relation to our lading, but, to my infinite furprize, J no fooncr 
“ drew near than they began to beat me witli flicks in a moll unmerci- 
ful manner, without alledging the lead rcafon for fuch behavieaur. Af- 
ter they iiad knocked me down upon the beach, a fellow ftt on my 
head, fquceaing my fice into the fand, fo that I was ahnofl fuffocated, 
*■ whilfl two men continued to beat me on the hack, till 1 was quite 
“ deprived of fenfe and motion. They then fuflered one of our men to 
“ carry me off, not without tw'o or three violent blows on the head, 
“ which brought on a great effufion of blood. After this a£l of barba- 
rlty, it was obferved that the Russian interpreter made a low how to 
“ the receiver, who being now informed that I was not a Russian fub- 
“ jeft, and confeious of his temerity, rode down to our boat and begged 
“ pardon for the injury he had done me. I w’as carried on board fpitting 


(C 

44 ! 


blood, and remained two months 


incapabb' of difeharging my duty. 


Captain elton who 
preter to lire camp, 


now commanded the fliip, 'difpatchcd his intcr- 
to lollicit his own affairs, and at the fame time to 


complain of my ill ulage. 


CC 


Septem- 
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" September the 30th, Having difcharged our cargo we failed for lan- 
GAiiooi) road, which we reached in nine days, and bdgan to load a- 
“ gain with rice for jdek[jend. After fliipping our fecond cargo, and being 
“ tolerably recovered of my bmifes, 1 went tej nunizAR, a village a- 
“ bout 14 miles from langarood cove, in order to vidual thoifliip for 
“ he r voyage. Here we met witJi very civil treatment, but whether it 
“ was bccaufc we were chrillians, or for fome other rcafon, they would 
not admit us into their houfes, fo that vve were obliged to fleep in the 
“ m -rket place; however they drcfl: vicluals for us, and in all other re- 
I’pedts were very obliging. In the evening we beard the found of mu- 
“ fic, the occafion of which was a wedding. The bride, tlic cldefl: of 
“ tlsc couple, was but twelve years old, being married thus prematurely 
“ to prevciit her being taken away without marriage. 

“ December the ytb. After a very bad pafllige, in winch we loft our 
bell; bower anchor, we arrived once more in derbkkd road. A great 
“ furf on the beach detained us three nights on fliore, where vve found 
“ every thing verv naked and uncomfortable. The honfes were with- 
“ out beds or funiiture, ami I'ucI was fo fcarce as to be fold for tlie 
“ value of three pence the pound. Here we found captain fa, ton’s 
“ interpreter returned irom the camp of nadjr sifAir, who was about 
“ ten leagues to tire nortli of this place. He had reprefented my ill 
“ treatment to aia koui.i khan the king's nephew, who together with 
“ MUSI AriiA KUAN, the next in precedence, made a report of the af- 
“ fair to the shah. Husseu-.' .vrn beg was imrnediatejy fent for from 
“ DERBKNO, and vk'privcd not only of his poit, but likcwifc of all his 
“ eflcils, even to liis cloaths; and he received moreover at the picquet 
“ 300 blows on his feet and back: in this deep difgr ace he was ordered 
“ to return to derbfni). Here he came to me, and throwing himfelf 
on his knees, begged I would ceafe Irom complaining, and as he had 
“ nothing left but his life, that 1 would not purfiie him to dellruc- 
tion. He confeffed that lie was fatally mifled by . the Russian fe- 
cretaiy, who under pretence of ray being a fubjeft of Russia, and of 
“ having committed an olfcncc, had defired him to treat me in that cruel 

“ man- 
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manner. This excufe induced ali kouli khan to favc his life, and 
in a great meaiure turned the edge of my refeiitment againft thofe ex- 
“ ecrable wretches who had been the caufe of his committing fuch an 
“ adt of inhumanity. 

“ The fucceflbr of hussein Ai.r beg was aga nabie, a courteous 
“ perfon, who, either through reipedl or fear, fliewed himfelf very in- 
duftrious in his new employment, and ready to give us all the aflift- 
** ance in his poever. Before v/e could land our cargo, a hard gale of 
“ wind came on at north north eail:, which foon broke our flieet anchor 
“ and drove us near the fliore; in this extremity we tvere afraid to trufl 
our all to the only anchor we had left, but cutting the flieet cable at 
the windlef?, with great difficulty we wore the drip with the forefail and 
“ foreftayfail, and cleared the breakers. We then ftrctched off to fea, 
“ with a double reePd maiiifail, which foon fpHt; but having a pretty good 
“ offing we furled the forefail, and lay to under a mainllay!ail. In two 
** days the gale abated, and the wind coming routid to the fonthward, 
** we returned to an anchor in the road. In our abfence two Russian 
“ veffels were (Iranded. Not liking fo precarious a litu .tion, we irnme- 
“ diately loaded our long-boat with rice ; but unfortunately tlic water be- 
“ ing lower than ufual, the boat deep laden, and the fea running high, 
“ Ihc druck againd a rock that lay under w'atcr, and darted one of her 
bottom planks. With great difficulty by the help of near loo per- 
siA.NS and Russians we got out the rice, and hauled her up on fhore. 
“ In the interim the interpreter returned from the camp, and informed 
“ us that captain ELTON had recciv'ed lingular honours from nadir shah. 
“ About midnight we were attacked by a gang of lesgee robbers ; but 
“ by the help of our arms, we repulfcd them without any lofs. The next 
“ night thefe villains made a fecond attack upon our tents, in hopes of 
the booty they had before mified. One of our Russian failors up- 
on watch called to them in the Turkish language, and receiving 
“ no anfwer, fired at them ; the red of our people dying to their arms, 
a Ikirmifli enfued, but no lofs was fudained on our fide. Thefe were 
roving tartars, who had left their horfes on the outfide of the north 

“ wall, 
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“ wall, and. crept through a hole undei* the baftions. The next day 
“ we traced tliem by their blood along the fnow to a conhderable dif- 
“ tance. To prevent any future attack> we acquainted the governor of 
what had befallen us, who promifed to order a patrol of fifty horfe to 
“ guard the walls during our continuance in that place. 

“ January the 15th 1743. Captain elton returned from the camp 
“ metamorphofed into a compleat Persian, being dreffed in a coat of ho- 
nour, a falh, and a cap, which were prefented him by the shah. In his 
“ turbant he wore a fmall roll oi paper containing the decree, in which 
the honours granted him were exprelTed; it being the Persian cuftom 
‘ to wear the marks of tlic prince’s favour in the moft confpicuous man- 
ner. Mr. F. H ON alfo received a prelent of five hundred crowns, and 
“ his interpreter one hundred. As a larther proof of this monarch’s 
good will towards us, a fcvcrc piece of Juftice was executed on hussf.in 
“ ALi beg: he was brought to the watcr-fidc, where his noflrils were flit, 
“ and Ids ears cut olf; in this condition he was ordered to watch under 
“ the gallows near the Ihore, as long as we Ihould continue there. 

“ The RUSSIAN iecretary was likew'ife mortified, by being obliged to 
“ alh pard<’'n for his ci ueky. Accordingly he dilpatched his lervant with a 
“ prei'ent of fruit and wine for captain elton ; and at the fame time de- 
“ iircil to be permitted to come on board to beg forgivenefs for the iniuries 
“ he had done us ; But wc laved him the trouble by weighing anchor 
“ before the meflenger could return. 

February the ill. We weighed for baki', and a hard gale coming 
“ on, w'e loft our yawl fnnn the ftern. The 6th. Wc haul’d round ze- 
“ Loi illand for Baku hay: 1,'ut the nights being dark, and the wind 
“ blowing directly off ib.ore, vve were obliged to come to an anchor in ^ 
fathom water, within two miles of the Ihore, and yet could notdifeern 
“ the land, the weather being ha:^y. Hard gales of north cafterly winds 
“ drove us into 45 fathoms water, where a great lea obliged us to cut a- 
“ way the cable at the ^vi^ldIe^s ! efore we could wear thefliip: then we 
“ bore away for langarooo, and happily vr'eatliered out the ftorm. 

“The 
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“The 1 2th. We anchored in i-angarood road, where we lay three 
“ da vs without the bar in no linall danger j when a favourable w'ind and 
“ i'mooth water gave us an opportunity of running into the cove. Here we 
‘‘ were to relit againft the fpring, in order to carry filk from reshd to 
“ ASTRACHAN. Ill the mean wliile I ,lur\’eyed i.ANGyVROoD cove and 
“ river, and the coaft to the northward as far as the river sep'ikt’ rood, 
“ along the bottom of the bay. 

“ March the 25th, We left this place, but did not reach yfrkte road till 
the 1 8th of April ; our pafliige having been obllrud'ed by a great drift 
“ of ice on the Russian coall:. Here we performed 14 days quarantain, and 
“ then failed up to astrachan, where w'c tainted the governor with 
“ feven gvuts. Whilft 1 had been refitting at langarood, captain 1:1.-' 
“ TON went to ma2:anderan accompanied by a Persian olficcr. At 
“ their return they took my fliip carpenter and detained him on fliore ; a 
“ circiimfiance which excited the jcaloufy of the Russians. I delivered 
“ a prclcnt to the governor coafifiing of oranges and lemons, with fcvcral 
forts of dried fruit, and 6 KARBovsyof Isfahan wine; all which 
“ were immediately difpatched to court. I received i^rders to careen my 
“ Ihip, and forthwith to return to ghiean with the English goods 
“ which w'cre arrived here. The ^ifl of May w'c weighed anchor and 
“ on the lyth of June arrived, in f.nzeele road, where w'c unloaded our 
“ cargo, ifci'c I found cujitain elton, who acquainted me that the 
“ SHAU had ordered a furvey of the fouth ealt parts of the Caspian 
Tea.” 

The furvey licrc alluded to by captain woodrooff. was the Hlhcovery 
of EAEKHAN, of which 1 havc already acquainted my reader. I fliall now 
proceed to give fome account concerning the Caspian fcain general, part- 
ly from my own olifervation, and partly from the relation of others wdio 
had the fiirne opportunity as 
regard to this matter. 

^ A PfiKsiAN mcafore. 


my felf, and were more accurate judges in 
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C H A P. XXIV. 


An acccunt cf the rijing and falling oj the Caspian 

W HEN the RUSSIANS firft navigated the Caspian, which is fup- 
pofl-d to have been about the year 155b, they found only 5 feet 
water for near 9 leagues to the fouth and fouth eaft of: curTiRiu boooRie- 
Peter the great in Isis expedition againft Persia in 1722, in the lame 
dillance found only 6 feet water, fo that he was obliged to Icnc; his fleet 
tif fniaU veiTels to iomc diflance to take in their {lores. Near c.nr/iiRiE 
F.oe;onn: there Is now 12 foot watery here it begins to be fait, as in the 
bodv O'!' tlic {ca, and ncA freili av; feme have imagined, I never could 
diletrv er-that I'hs iea abounds hi fi'li ; though captain wooDRooi-r, men- 
tioiii rlsat iic liad ken a few flurgeons off the ifland toleena. As to 
what i:. rccorilcd in ancient flory concerning the menftrous nth of the 
CASPIAN, 1 imagine it to be fabulous. The volga and the VAi.nc in- 
tlecd arc well known to be immenfely rich in fifli; and it is laid that there 
is great plenty of herrings, falmon, and llurgeon in kislar river and 
the Kl. IsA. 


At ib'nie diilan.:e from the ihorc we in vain endeavoured to find a bot- 


tom with a line of 450 {athonis. 'I'he water has rifen within 30 years 
very confiderabl'', and made great inroads on tlie*’ Russian lide for about 
20 werfis between the month of the volga and astracuan, both on 
• the eaft and weft fide of tlic great ciiannel of this river. This has ren- 
dered thc adiaccnt country extremely marfhy. Nor has iliis fea been more 
inJulgxnt to the Pf iiftiAXS, for it i.s confidently faid that i)i the beginning 
of this century tlic land for about 8 English miles on the fide of lan- 


o A ROOD river was dry, and wtII Inhabited. This I the more readily believe, 
as the tops of ionic houfes arc yet feen where the water is fcveral feet deep. 
Tlie fiimc thing; is reported of as TRABAD,where the inhabitants affirm that 
within thcic 50 years the bay was fordable by afteS; aud now there is two 
fathom water. Captain w-ooroofe heard' the fame alfo at balchan, fii 
{VoL. I. y that 
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that it is no ways to be doubted that the great rivers volga, yaeick, 
lAMRA, SAMRUR, KbRA, SEFiET ROOD, and othcrs of Icfs uotc have 
emptied immenie quantities of water, which the fun has not exhaled : and 
this alarms the inlvabitants round the coafl. 

TIic RUSSIANS affirm that in the lake kar aiioogaskov to the north- 
ward of BALKHA2<, there is a fu!)terraneoas ]>affiigc, which has fucked in 
the boats t ;at attempted the difeovery j bur this account is flatly de- 
nied by ti'ic oGUiiTjov iila'ndcrs, who fervcti captain woodroofr as 
pilots, and affured him that tlic dcepefl part is lint 8 fiithoms. The lake 
is almofl: round, and near 8 leagues over, and as it abounds with excel- 
lent hfh, they coiilVantly keep two boats employed, to that they may 
well be fuppofed to know every part of it. 

There is a tradition that the waters of the Caspian rife for 30 years, 
and for the fuccccding 30 fall off again ; but neitlrer can this account be 
reconciled. It feems to me that the fame law r.>f iratnrc, which every 

■r 

where elfe produces a continual change of this part of matter, by exhal- 
ing it in vapours, which form rain, hail, and fnow', not only to refrefli 
the earth, but io fuppiy the fprings of rivers, muff tlilpofc of thefc wa- 
ters Jicrc in the fimc manner. It feems likewife that as this mediter- 
ranean lake is the grand refervoir of the vaff rivers, mountains, and tracks 
of land by which it is furrounded, it is alfo the refervoir from which thefc 
tracts are watered ; and from whence the rivers tliat fill into it are fup- 
plied. Doiflor h alley, J am told, has proved by very nice experiments, 
and calculations, that the vapour arifng from the fea is more than fuffi- 
cient to fuppiy all the rivers that flow into it. And it is not, I think, 
improbable, that the reafbn why the waters of the Caspian arc rifen 
higher now than in the time of peter the great, is, that there have been 
more moderate fummers fmee his time than before by which means a 
lefs quantity of water has been exhaled. 

There arc a great number of rivers and rivulets which run into this 
fea, that are not laid down in the map (chap. XX.) and alfo many towns 

and 
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and villages, particularly on the weftern coaft, which are likewife not 
mentioned, being thought immaterial j and the more fo as the land-chart 
of the coaft of the Caspian, which is introduced in the beginning of the 
fecond volume contains a more exadt account of them, according to the 
prefent ftatc of the country, than perhaps any map extant, as I lhall 
have occalion to mention more fully hereafter. 
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PART II. 

The author’s VOYAGE from astrachan 

to perrsia; 

W I T H 

The SEVERAL ADVENTURES that befcl him during 

his Ray in that c o v n t r y. 

CHAP. XXV. 

The oiuhcrs voytrge fro»i AST RAcnAt< to Persia. J-Jis arrhal at i. an~ 
GAROOD. Kcmarks on huihlriig Jhips on the c.aspian'. He contnnh's 
hh Yioyage to AST WAR AXi buy ^ ■■a: it h an intent to proceed lo meschkdj 
(Vid i.vr it cs to Mr. i:l i’ 0 \ to dijjuadc him from his military e>aerpristcs, 

I T is now time to refumc my own narration, which captain wood- 
roofe’s journal, and the account of the Caspian, have fo long inter- 
rupted. The loth of November 1743. The 100 bales of raw filk were 
now fent up the volga from yerkie to astrachan and I impatiently 
expected the arrival of my European caravan, which accordingly was 
brought aboard on the latli. The carriers had been fo ijjfjlcnt, under 
the divedion of a man not much higher in rank than tlicmlclvcs, that 
he was obliged to procure fomc cos.sacks to attend him to zaritzen. 
The mealurcs I had happily purfued to bring this caravan in time for the 
feafon, proved clA:£tual, whilif the other which I mentioned to have let 
out a week earlier, was frozen up in the volga, and not brought to 
market till the next fpring. 

The governor of AS TKACH AN being alarmed at e Eton’s proceedings, 
and finding that this new trade began to grow offenlive to hLs court, 
thought proper to put captain woobroofe’s fliip under the fame reflric- 
tions as thofe of the Russian merchants. In order to prevent jcalo’ufy, and 

coin- 
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comply with the RUSSIAN regulations we had already given an account 
in ASTRACHAN of all tlie fliip’s ftoresj and there only we thought our- 
felves accountable : but it was now demanded of n'sc to give alfo an ac- 
count of thofc {lores to the conful in ghilan, and likewife a written 
obligation, that no British fcaman fhould go into the shah’s (crvicc, 
or give any inilru^tions to his fubjedts. By this mcaiis we ihould be li> 
able to be arrcfled at the pleafure of a Russi an coiifnl, though out of 
the RUSSIAN dominions. But as things were thus circumtlanced., and as 
an order had been font down to yerkie not to fulTcr the ihip to depart 
without this obligation fi'om me ; I rcfolved to iign it : which I did 
liowcvcr in the following terms. “ With a protcH that I will not be ac- 
‘‘ countable either in my perfon or eftate, any longer than I lhall volun- 
“ tarily remain in rersi a, or at asthaciianj and no further tluin is cen- 


fiilcnt witli the conditions of the treaty of commerce fiibli (ling betw een 
“ the crowns of greaf Britain and rlssia; bccaufe I conceive from 


the cuntcjits of the (aid treaty, that I am not fubiedt or accountable to 
“ atiy RUSSIAN conful or minifler, in any place out of the dominions of 
“ her imperial majerty.” 


I hail no conception how we could carry on a trade under f.:ch con- 
ditions. It was indeed our duty as merchants, to fupport a good undcr- 
llanding wdtli the ru-'Sians in persi.v, as far as coniiilcnt with the 
freedom cflcntiai to the (upport of our own intcrcfl ; but beyond tins w'as 
in effedt to give up our commerce. The Russians about ten year-; before 
*had evacuatctl ghifan, and as they were the only navigators of the Cas- 
pian, their mcrcliants were jealous of our enjoying any privileges inde- 
pendent of the RUSSIAN jurifliclion ; befides, they had acquired great in- 


fluence in GHILAN during tlie confulcd ila 


unaer nadirs 


ufurpation j fo that upon the wliole it appeared very plain to me, that 


the BRITISH CASPIAN trade in general was entirely againft the inclinations 
of the RUSSIANS. 


Matters being thus accommodated with the governor of astrachan, 
I only waited for a fair wind, which I was the more anxious about, ieur- 
ing that fomc frelh diflkulty might arife from the alarms which el fun’s 

under- 
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undertaking had given in Russia. For though I covered over the wound 
for the prefent, yet it was not poffible for me to heal it j efpccially as it 
broke out afrefli upon every little incident. 

The 1 9th of November. After fo many days expectation I concluded 
that the wind and water would favour us at lafl j but I had not enter- 
tained the leafl fufpicion of being arrefted by the winter. We had in- 
ceffant cold winds for feveral days from the north weft, to fuch a degree 
that wc were at length frozen up. This was a fevere ftroke which I was 
not prepared for, but there was no remedy : I turned my thoughts there- 
fore how to act, fuppoiing my voyage had been prevented ^ for the inaf- 
ter of tlie ftjip laid it -was very uncertain whether we lliould be able to 
get away that year j but fne next day, to my great joy, the ice broke up 
by the rifing of the water, which at the fame time brought a depth of 9 
feet on the bar. 

The 2 2d. We got out to fea with a fair wind ; The 29th wc were be- 
calmed about ten leagues from the fouth w eft bottom. The ftupendous 
mountains which appeared from thence llruck me with gi'cat ftirprizc j 
for although they were at a great diftance, yet their magnitude far exceed- 
ed any thing 1 had ever feen in Europe. 

The 3d of December I arrived in lanoarood bay. The inaftcr of 
the Ihip informed me that Mr. el ton was removed from reshd to lan- 
GARooD, to attend the maritime affairs in which he had engaged him- 
fclf. I fent to acquaint him of my arrival ; upon which he came on* 
board, and conducting me a fhore, gave me as polite a reception as the 
jealoufy, which it xvas natural for him to entertain of me, would permit. I 
delivered to him a pair of piftols of exquifite workmanfliip, mount- 
ed witii gold, and feme other curious things which lie had wrote for at 
the dcliro of Ai 3 Koui.i khan the shah’s nephew : he was follicitous 
of cultivating a good corrcfpondcnce with this perfon, apprehending that 
he would be one day king, which really liappcncd four years afterwards. 

Mr. ELTON s habitation at langakc»od was about 8 English miles 
from the fhore, in the rnidft of a wood furrounded with marfhes, 

where 
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where the roads were hardly pradlicabie. It hood near the foot of a lof- 
ty mountain open only to the fea ; this intercepted the pafiage of the air, 
and rendered the place extremely unwholfoinc. As oini. an' is generally 
edeemej the fink ofi’KRsiA, fb langarood is coniKicred as the fink 
of cniLAN. But as this was the rainy feafon of the year, which ren- 
dered all parts equally moifl, we were not fenfible cf any particular in- 
convenience. I fpent feven days with this gentleman, during which in- 
terval we dil'courfed largely in relation to the casplan trade. We had 
many pleafanr defigns for the improvement of it; but in general the pro- 
fpedt was gloomy. 


nawir siiAii had for fome time formed a defign of building fliips on 
the CASPIAN; to this he was induced not only by the unfettled ftate of 
his country, but alfo by a particular inclination of conquering the lesgee 
T. vRTARs, thofe brave mountaineers who had hitherto withllcod the 
numerous forces of Persi a. He faw plainly that it would be impoffible 
to lupport an army in that quarter without a foreign fupply of provi- 
fions, which mud necelfiirily be brought to him by fea j and he could not 
be ignorant of the inconfijtency of demanding fiiips of the russia.ns, 
whofe intereft it was to ailid rather than opprefs the lesgees, their moun- 
tains beintr fo focure a barrier to Russia. The Turkoman tartars 
on the callern co.dl had by frequent incurfions excited the shah’s refent- 
ment; but their fandy and inhofpuable country could be attempted only 
by water. The ambition of (haring the trade and fjvereignty of the cas- 
’ pian might allb be a concurring inducement. This however is certain, 
that by liis ambafi'adors whom he had fent a lew years before into Rus- 
sia, he demanded (hip-carpenters of tliat court. The anfwer was, that 
the emprefs had no other carpenters than foreigners, who had contradled 
to ferve the government in Russia, fo that (lie had no authority to fend 
them to any other country. 

Indeed the Persians now imagined, that Mr. elton did not really in- 
tend to build fliips, but only to araufe the shah for the accomplifiiment 


^ This clwra^cr alludes to the low maifliy parts of it. 


of 


./ 
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of fome particular tlefign. But elton was very much in earneft, and 
proved himfelf capable of furmounting the greateft difficulties. It is eafy 
to conceive that the peksians already groaning under oppreffions, would 
be extremely rcluftant in fubmitting to an additional burthen of taxes 
in regard to maritime affairs, of which they were intirely ignorant. The 
peafants were not only obliged to labour, but to furnidi materials. jM-a- 
ny were compelled to leave the cultivation of their rice and iilk, which 
was familiar to them, in order to uirdcrtakc this laborious and ungrateful 
employment. This Induced nunrbers to run away almoff as foon as they 
were brouglit to the new iliip-yard ; to which, the}' wes e the more tempt- 
ed, as the indii'crction of feverai of the peksian officers was often the 


occafion of their being left without provifions. 


The puiiinmient ordina- 


rily inflicted on thefc poor wretches, was to he nailed by the car to tlie 


flern-pofl: of a fliip, and after they had flood lome hours, a motion being 


made at them with a battlc-a.v, they drew back their lieads, and tore 
open the wound. 


Mr. ELTOM had found good timber in ghilan and the adjacent pro- 
vinces*, but the badne/s of tlie roads made it hardly practicable to bring 
It to the fpot. In maxanderan there is iron ore; but they had no 
andior-iiniths, lb tJiat Mr. elton was obliged to filh for the anchors 
winch the Russians during a courfc of years had lofl on the coafl. Sail- 
clotl'i Lc made of cotton, and cordage of flax ; but his greateft want was 
th:u.: of carpenters. Fie had indeed collected a few inoians, with fume 
renegadoes, and had one emgljsh fhip-carpenter, whotn he* 
ba 1 .n-vAlgled to leave captain woodroofe’s fliip. Thu.s lie contended 
wid'. numerous and almofl: inllipcrable difficulties ; but he had a ipirit equal 
to due rno'A arduous enterprise. ’ 


• 1 found him hcAvever labouring under feme anxious thoughts, which, 
.1 concii.'dcd, arofe Irom his circumflancts at that time, I exprefled my 
fears of tiic conltqucuccs of his engagement ; and though 1 did not then 


enter into them fo deeply as afterv/ards ; 
inconveniences which I cqiprchtnded. 


yet I pointed out many capital 


It 
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It is no wonder that a man of an enterprizing genius fliouH expea: to 
derive honour and reputation from the favour of a prince ; and it is a 
well known property of ambition to defpife diflicukies in purfuk of a 
favourite objea. It was eafy to perceive the growing joy in Mr. elton's 
break j but whatevei he might imagine, the more intelligent Persians 
looked on themfelves as happy, in proportion to their obfeurity and dil- 
tance from the fovereign j and, on the other hand, they rated their mife- 
ry according as neceflity obliged them to feek their bread, and the preca- 
rious tenure of life, under a tyrant and ufurper. 

The accounts of travellers are full of the ingratitude and difregard, 
which the Persian kings have always fhewn to European chriftians, 
whom they confidcr as idolaters and unclean. To depend on the 
finiles even of a lawful king in Persia, is a lituation by no means de~ 
firable; but under fu oppreflive an ufurper as nadir, tnuft have proved 
extremely precarious. I wifhed however, for Mr. r E ton's f-kc 
that ail inigl.t go well j and what we wiki wc are fometimes apt to be- 
lieve, even againk general experience. I was the more eakly deceived 
into a perfua/ion that the Russian jealoufy might fubfide j bccau^le Mr. el- 
ton repi eicnted his condud as fubfervient to the promotion of the trade. 

The reader muk have already obferved, that one great inducement to 
open the CASPIAN trade, was the hopes of ekablikiing a new branch from 
ASTRABAD to MEsCHED, from whencc Mr. elto’n conceived it pradli- 
cable, to extend it to the northern cities of the mogul's empire. It 
now fell to my lot to attempt the execution of this defign. I had brought 
with me the value of 5000 1 . in woolen goods, for which I found there 
was no market in ghilan, fo that my prefence there would be of little 
or no ufe. My curiofity therefore, which indeed was one defign of niy 
journey, induced me to go farther. Though Mr. el ton had already 
procured tlic stiah's exprefs decree, ordering that fafe condud: kiould 
be given us wherc-ever we might happen to travel within his dominions i 
kill I was fo far alarmed by the vicinity of the Turkoman tartars to 
ASTRABAD, that I did not chufe to venture till I had made the krktek 

VoL, I. X inquiry j 
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inquiry j the relult of which was this, that the country was full of fol- 
diers, and I might have what guard I pieafed in cafe of danger. 

The tenipcfluous weather which had detained me for feme days now 
abating ; the i oth of December I took my leave of Mr. eltom, and 
went down the creek. The (hip was at anchor out of fight of land, and 
the wind blew very frefli ; we had but a crazy boat rowed by Persians, 
who arc generally as unlTcilful as timorous, fe that it was with reluctance 
I ventured to fea ; but vve foon got fight of the fhip, and happily reach- 
ed her. 


Immediately we weighed, and directed our courfc to astrabad. As 
wc (leered eaftward the (ky brightened, and the air became gentle and 
warm, not unlike the weather there is fometimes about the fame latitude 
in EUKorn, fuch as the Portuguese call St. martin’s fummer. Wc 
were four days in fight of the great mountain bemoan, which is laid 
to be 30 leagues within land. At the diftance of 4 or 5 leagues from 
the fiiore, we could diflinguife it very plain rifing in form of a pyramid. 
The 18th of December we arrived in astrabad bay % into which 
the river korgan runs, after wafiiing the banks. of the defert of tur Ru- 
mania. Here, as in other parts of the Caspian, the fea has made great 
inroads, fo that in many places the trunks and whole bodies of trees lay 
on the (hore, and make it as difficult of accefs, as its appearance is wild 
and inhofpitable. I took the firft opportunity of v/riting to Mr. el- 
ton, not only to inform him of my fafe arrival, but to confirm' by let- , 
ter the fentiments I had delivered in our laft difeourfe. 


Sir, astrabad-bay, December 1743. 

“ X Have the pleafure to acquaint you of my having proceeded ^us far, 
X. in ccnfcquence of the alTurance you have given me that I (houldfiud 
“ all neceffary affiflance in the execution of our defign. I have inquired 
“ of the people what kind of merchandize have e’Cer been font by this 
‘‘rout to MESCHED? They anfwcr, none; their caravans from hence 
“ being compofed only of devotees, who goto worfliip in that city. iWhe- 


* Often called kondacosar bay* 


“ ther 
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“ ther the paflage of fuch caravans is any argument for the fafety of 
merchandize, is what I cannot determine. 

“ I would fain fay fomething to you on the painful fubjedl of our 
“ trade w'ith regard to Russia j but you underftand it fowell, and have 
fo juft a concern for the intereft of your countr}-, ro, well as of your 
“ employers, that I think it unneceflary to intrude any repetition of what I 
“ have fo earneftly recommended. It is an obje(ft of no fmall coufe- 
“ quence to p-efetve the favour of the shaii but we mull not buy it at 
fo dear a rate as the refcjitinent of the Russians. For all the oratory in 
“ the world will not prevent their confidering you as the chief inftruinent 
“ of the sfiAH’s maritime enterprizc, which, in whatever light it may 
“ appear to us, they will certainly deem injurious to their intereft. 

‘‘ You know very well w'hat written obligations were required of me in 
ASTRACHAN, and in what manner I was obliged to comply with them; 
“ othcrwlfe you had not feen this fhip again on the Persian coaft ; and 
“ now I muft Ihow all poftible regard to thofe engagements. It is my 
hearty defire to reccncile thefe difficulties, and make all parties cafy; but 
“ to this purpofe it is neceflary you ftiould a^t with me in concert. l am 
“ fincerely, Sir, 

Your, &c.” 


CHAP. XXVI. 

j 

J'be author arrives at astrabad bay. The inhabitants alarmed^ taking his 
jhip to be a pirate. An account 0/' astrabad bay^ He reaches astr a- 
BAD vuith his caravan.. 

G UR fhip was now anchored in three ^thoni |W the diftance 

of i X mile from the ffiofc j when I dif^ Armenian fer- 

yant to know if I rnight land my goods he;fppn^^ r^^ 

: \yjthQdt:pbta|i4ng-^'arty iaforppi^i^^ 

places near the ftiore, and upon the mountains j thefe were made with an 
intent to alarm the inhabitants for fear of a furprize, as they took us lor 

X 2 piiaics. 
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pirates. The people on this coaft having been often plundered by -the 
OGURTJOY and Russian pirates, and feeing fo large a vcflcl at anchor in 
their road, were under great apprehenfions. The 20th, The weather 
continuing very delightful, I went a fliore. The ftumps of trees and flial- 
lows made it difficult for a long boat to land nearer than 20 yards. The 
pealants being at length fatisfied that we were friends, and come with 
merchandize, received us on the fliore, and condu<5ted us by many 
crooked paths through a thick wood to a fmall village. The people are 
fwarthy, but their features regular, and in general they are inclined to a 
delicacy in their make. I fent my Armenian interpreter with my com- 
pliments to MAHOMMED ZAMON BEG, the gOVCmor of ASTRABAD, with 
orders alfo to provide neceffaries for the frefli package of my cloth, for I 
intended to make proper bales for camel and horfc carriage. After this 
I returned on board. 

The 21 ft, The fun was rifen above an hour before k was viflble to u.s 
on board the Ihip j fuch was the ftupendous he ight of the mountains. 
In the evening the Armenian returned from the city, vLich is about 8 
hours diftance : The governor aflured us of his prottkf ion ; but charged 
me in a particular manner not to repefe any confidence in the peafants in 
the neighbourhood of the coaft. The dews here fall heavy ; and the heat 
of the fun under the mountains is productive of colds and aguifh pains. 
The 24th, I was vilited by naseer aga, a Persian officer, who had 
been recommended to me as a perfon of great probity and intereft in that 
country : he made us an offer of his houfe at astrabad, which I ac- 
cepted, and aflured him of the fenfe I had of my own happinefs in the 
civility and kindnefs of fo generous a friend. Nasekr aga was accom- 
panied by myrza MAHOMMED, a grave old man, who having made a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, and fpent a great part of his fortune in honour of 
MAHOMMED, was dignified with the title of hah dgee ® j he had alfo a 
reputation for wifdom, and was often appealed to *in controverfies. He 
had hepn rich j hut the common lot of the Persians under the tyranny 
of NADIR, deprived him of his wealth. His office now was to collc( 5 f 
taxes in. the jurifdidtion of the province. 

, • . ? This title is given all thofc who have made this pilgrimage. 


The 
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The 25thj Being chriftmas-day, I excufed the feamen from working 
at the package of cloth, and prevailed on them t<} hear prayers and a 
fermon. English feamen, of all mankind, feem the moft indifferent 
with regard to religious duties ; but their indifference is not more the ef- 
fedt of want of reflection, than the irreligious carelefsnefs of their leaders; 

It is not to be imagined they would fight kfs, if they prayed more j at 
Icaft we find the praying warriors in Cromwell’s days fought as if they 
were fure of becoming faints in heaven. Certain it is our feamen do not enter- 
tain the fame impreflions of religion as the common run of labouring people. 

The next day our fiiip was in no fmall danger of being bui'nt. A- 
bout eighty pounds of raw cotton, intended for the fecure package of 
the hales, was laid in the flccrage. By the carelefsnefs of one of the 
feamen it took' fire, and was with difficulty extinguifhed. I was afleep 
in the cabin, and almoll fuffocated with the fmokc ; our danger was the 
greater, as the fire was about the powdcr-chefl; : however It pleafed pro- 
vidence that no harm was done, except burning tlic hands and faces of 
fome of the failors, which the app!Ic.ation of burnt oil foon removed. 
At night the woods on the mountains took fire, and the wind feeding 
the flame, made a frightful blaze, which extended fcveral miles. The 
blad came off the Ihore, infornuch that our butter ran like oil. There 
liad been a bright fun, and no rain, for twenty days, fo that it was with 
difficulty tire peafants diverted the current of the fl;une, and laved their 
villages. This accident was occafioned by a cuflom of buriiing the ruffes 
on the coaff, with a view to deftroy the infeCls that breed in them, and 
to make a free pafiage for the air. 

The different currents which meet in the road, and the eddies of wind 
obliged us often to new lay our anchors j in other refpccls this harbour is 
very fafe. The 28th, Having finiffed the package of 1 16 bales, we pre- 
pared to go on ffore. My Armenian interpreter now began to exprefs his 
fears of the danger we ffould l>e expofed to in our intended journey to me- 
scHED. He had already, in fome former rebellions, been robbed in that 
city of goods to a confiderable value, and partly from age, and partly 
from conflitution, was of a timorous difpofition. What he faid made 

there- 
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therefore but little imprefllon upon me, efpecially as he had been blent till 
now, and did not point out any particular danger. The 29th, hahdgee 
MYRZA MAHOMMED, who had already offered his fervices, received or- 
ders from the governor of the province to fupply us with a guard, and tO' 
entertain me in his houfe. Accordingly we landed the bales, and with- 
out waiting the uncertain arrival of the governor, who had intimated a 
defign of viflting the fhip, I refolved to vifit him firft. 

The 2d of January 1744, Hazy weather, and other incidents, pre- 
V'ented the profecution of our journey till this day. We pitched our tent 
on the fhore, and colledted all the people who were to convey the caravan. 
The HAHDGEE fcnt me an invitation to come to his houfe, and his fon who 
came with the meffage, affured me in a complimental flrain, that his father 
would kill him, if he returned without me. How’^ever, I excufed my- 
felf till the next day, refolving to remain in my tent. One of the company 
fung an extempore long, confifling mojftly of welcomes, and fullbme com- 
mendations, intended as a greater mark of civility to us as llra)tgers and 
EUROPEANS. When this was done, they eat their pleo, which they finilh- 
ed in a much fliorter time than a table can be laid for a polite cntertiiinmcnt 
in EUROPE, As they had broken timber in great abundance, they made 
large fires, round which they danced, and feemed to be in high joy. The 
evening being advanced, they performed their exercifes of devotion. The 3d 
the SHACKALLS in the woods bark’d and how'l’d fo much during the 
night, that it is very ditlicult for perfons unufed to fuch mufic to icccive 
the refiefhment of fleep. In the morning we broke up our little camp, 
the uaudgel’s brother, and his two fons, attended us with feveral horfes, 
of which I took only one for myfclf, and another for my interpreter. 
The number of carriers exceeding that of the loads, I could not reftrain 
them from feizing them, in as hoftile a manner as Hungarian hus- 
sars would have pillaged the baggage of a marshal of prance : and 
irideei I was for fome time at a lofs, if they did not mean fomc- 
thing of that nature in good earneft. From the fhore to the high road 
there are many narrow paths, with broken and decayed bridges, and fe- 

^ Commonly called ja^kali.s, «rhich lefcmble foxes. It is £aid the barking of thtfe animals once 

alarmed the whole RUS 6 1. “VN army in cm LAN. 


ve;al 
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veral ditches made by the flowing of the water from the mountams. In 
about eight hours we arrived fafe at the city, the carriers making but one 
flop on the way to perform their devotions. The firft objedt which 
ilruck my eyes upon entering the gates, was a large fpot of ground ap- 
propriated to tlie burial of the dead. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

behaviour of the governor to the author at astrabad. Dejcription of 
the PERSIAN manner of fmoaking. ‘I he fubfiance cf fever al convex fac- 
tions loith perfons of rank in that city, 

T he 4tb of January, HAH DG EE myrza mahommed, and feveral 
others, came to vifit me, and advifed me to fell part of my cara- 
van in that city. This was not practicable in any quantity, nor confiftent 
with my deiign of going to mesched. The 5th, As I had not yet 
provided an equipage necefliiry to make a proper appearance before the 
governor, naseer ao.a, in vvhofe houfe I was lodged, lent me a. horle 
handfomely caparifoned, and infirted on my taking his fervants as well as 
my own, to attend me. The prcfent I had prepared for the governor, 
confiding of feveral cuts of fine clotli, and loaves of fugar, was laid on 
a large tea-board, and carried in before me. He was attended by feveral 
perfons of the heft didinClion in the city, particularly by mahommed 
HASSAN BEG fon of the late fatey ali khan, mahommed khan 
BEG, and SADOc AGA thc two laft were the fons of khans in favour with 
the SHAH. They all rofe at my coming in, and defired me to take my place j 
but obferving I could not accommodate myfelf to their manner, the go- 
vernor ordered a chair, and bid me welcome to Persia j adding this hy- 
perbolical compliment, that the city of astrabad was now mine to 
do what I pU afed with it. I returned my thanks, and aflured him of 
the great fatisfsiCtion 1 enjoyed In being received into the protection of a 
perf^ of h is character and authority : that 1 apprehended this was the 
firfl , the ENGLISH merchants had ever made to convey 

MSlfchandize into the interior parts of Persia by this routj and I 
was therefore the more concerned to provide with all poflible atten- 
tion 
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tion for a quick and fecure paffage at an eafy cxpence : that he 
knew very well the shah had been pleafed to grant the English mer- 
chants the moft favourable decrees in relation to their trade In all parts of 
liis dominions, and it depended on him to fee his niajefty’s pleafure exe- 
cuted on this occafion. I then dem:mded of him if the paffage to me- 
SCHED was fafe ? He anfwered in the affirmative, and that I might be af- 
fured nothing in his power ffiould be neglected to render it fo ; and 
that he would fend four choice foldiers with me, who fhould be bound 
for the fafe delivery of our cjiravan at mesched. I thanked him, and 
begging to be honoured with his commands, took my leave. 

Common gratitude now called on me to pay my relpefts to naseer 
AGA, of whofe humanity and politenefs I had received fuch lignal proof. 
This old man had been a companion of nadir, when he was the chief of 
a party of robbers in the neighbouring mountains. He now feemed too 
good a man for nadir’s purpofe, and the mediocrity of his fortune and 
ambition had fecured iitm from moft of thofe calamities which were com- 
mon even to favourites. His hoary beard gave a venerable air to his per- 
fon, and a manly chearfulnefs, joined to an amiable affurance, graced his 
words. Tlicre is a reverence due to age, which by long experience fre- 
quently compenfates for the lofs of juvenile endowments ; whilft health, 
good nature, and ftrength of underftanding, produce many of the fbcial 
enjoyments of life. The old man received me with great marks of 
kindnefs, and fent for thofe mafter-carriers, who might probably engage 
to convey my caravan to mesched. Here I iirft received a proof of that ’ 
cunning and equivocating difpoiition, which diftinguiftics the modern 
Y'LRsir\Ns, and was a prologue to that tragic feene, wherein I had foou 
after fo great a lhare. It was impoffible to fix them to any thing ; and 
findiiig they trifled, I took my leave for that time. 

The ';th, I was viflted by fcvcral of the principal men of that place, 
who came out oi ciuiofity, or perhaps with a dark defign. They made 
their compliment by putting their h..nd on their breaft, and bowing their 
head. Thofe who are more familiar, prefs the palm of your hand be- 
itween the palms of both theirs, and then raife them to their forehead, to 

exprefs 
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cxprcfs tjie liigh and cordial refpedt they have {o': your peiTou, Moft of 
my vii'.tors behaved with an air of importance, and fnoke very little : af- 
ter fitting and fmoaking tl;c caallcan for a few minutes, they took tlteir 
leave. 


The TERsi aNS r»rc extremely fond of tobacco ; feme of them draw the. 
fmokc in fo prodigious a cjiiantity, that it comes out of tlieir nofes. The 
caallcan ufed in fmoaking is a glafs vedcl rcfcmbling a decanter, and filled 
about three parts with water. Their tobacco is ye! lo-w, and very mild, com- 
pared with that of AMF.KicA ; bciug prepared vvirli water and made into 
a ball, it is put into a frlvcr utentil not unlike a tea-cup, to which there 
is a tube aflixed that reaches almofc to tlie bottom of the veffel. There 
is anotlicr tube fixed to the neck of the vetTel above the water ; to this 
is faifcncd a leathern pipe, through wlilch they draw the finoke ; and as 
it pafi'es through the water, it is cool and plcafant. The Persians for 
many ages have been immoderately fond of the caallcan. shah abas the 
GiiEAi' made a law to punilli this indulgence with dcatli ; but man}' 
tho.re to forfake their habitations, and to hide thcmfclvcs in the mountains, 
rather tlian be deprived of tin's infatuating enjoyment. Thus this prince 
could, not put a (lop to a cnflom, whicli he conlidercd not only as unna- 
tural and irreligious, but all’o as attended witii idlcncfs and unneceflary 
e.\ pence. 

I entertained fome of my gucfls according to their own manner w'itii 
fwcet iucats, of which they took a little, and gave the remainder to their 
fervants ; thefc arc often fb numerous that a treat of this kind will coft 10 
or 12 crowns. This cullora, ahfurd and e.xpenfivc as it appeared to me, 
had fomcihing" of the air of hofpitality in the perfon entertaining. I 
could not but confider it as much lefs ir.cnnfillent than that which prevails 
in feme parts of Europe, where rd moil every man's fervant is bribed by 
his mafter’s guefi, for doieg his duty ; where every guefl is a Have to tlic 
fervant, by fubmitting to a compuifive tax, which even the fovcrelgn has 
no authority to iinpofe ; where every one complains of the abufe, and, 
as a proof of the llavery, obedient to it, except a few, who having 
been free in countries of llavery, will not be flaves in a free country. 

Vox,. 1 . Y Is 
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Is it not abfurd to the Iiigheft degree that the greateft lord of the 
land, fhall meanly look on, and fee his iervants, rapacious by his autho- 
rity, wring from the hard hands even of peafants, their flender fupport ? 
Is it not abfurd that gentlemen of fmall fortunes fliould be guilty of the 
folly of giving away their money as if they were rich j or be obliged to 
confefs to menial fervants that they are not rich j or exclude themfelves 
fi-om the company of their opulent friends, whofe lioufes, even where 
there has been an appearance of a generous invitation, are oftentimes no- 
thing more than difagreeable andexpenfive inns ? Is it not abfurd, in fine, 
that a ftrangc corruption of manners fbould induce almofi; every mailer 
to contract with his fervant, that the greateft part of his wages ftiall be 
paid him by his neighbours ; though his own expenccs are by this means 
not only increafed, but alfo rendered impertinent and vexatious ; whilft fer- 
vants, on the other hand, become extravagant, iit confcquence of thefc prepo- 
fterous revenues, and their morals Ipoiled by the folly of their mafters r 

To return to my ftory. Having agreed at length upon a price for 
] 7 camels and 62 horfes at 7 j crowns per bale, I advanced to the car- 
riers a fmall part of the money, as earneft. But I foon found that it is a 
frequent pra<^lice for the Persians to recede from their agreements ; and 
when any decifion can be obtained in fuch cafes, the vcrdidl is ufually 
given in favour of thofe who appear to have the worfe fide, or have en- 
gaged to execute more than is convenient for them to perform : fo tliat 
I could have but very little dcpendancc on this contradl. 

My good friends naseer ac.a and the hahdgee made me a vifit, and 
brought fcveral other perfons wdth them. Their bufinefs was to enquire 
if I believed Jesus Crrist to be the fon of God ; intimating this to 
be the- perfuafion of Christians, and without waiting long for an an- 
fwer, they pronounced me an idolater. My interpreter, who was him- 
lelf a CHRISTIAN, was a little ftartlcd, and alkecl.me what anfwcr he 
ftiould make. 1 told him, that 1 was not come there to enter into reli- 
gious controverfies with mahommedansj who without doubt would 
remain in their own faith, as 1 hoped to do in mine : however if he 
plealed he might gratify their curiofity, and tell them that 1 believed Je- 
sus 
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sus Christ to be the fou of God ; leaving him to give what further 
account of my religion, he might think proper upon the principles men- 
tioned in the next chapter, being the rcfult of frequent difeourfes and 
reflections to which tins enquiry gave occallon. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

Idolatry being imputed to the author^ he attempts to defend chrijlianity. His 

notions of religion, 

T O form an adequate notion of religion vve mufl begin with adam. 

God, amidit the boundlefs glories of his creation, made man, 
compounded of an animal body and a rational foul. Whether we trace 
him to his original, or confider him in his prefent cirumftances, he muft 
have been taught what is neceflary to him, in regard to the great ends of 
providence in his conflitution. Where his knowledge ccafes is not ob- 
vious ; but what the proper objeCts of his powers are, is plainly deducible 
from this, that he is loft in a labyrinth, when he attempts to challenge 
the divine artifleer, why his workmanftiip is fo compounded , or by what 
fecrct laws this union was made fo wonderful and amazing in al! it’s parts? 

It is evident t'o us that for ends known to the eternal wifdom, and in 
fome degree obvious to us, he made freedom eflential to human na- 
ture. By an almoft univerfal confent of mankind, it is acknowledged, 
that, in confequence of this freedom, man has fwerved from ^he 
original law of his nature, and by following the dictates of his infe- 
rior faculties in preference to his reafon, he has conlequently dif- 
obeyed the divine law. His nature being thus corrupted, he could no 
longer enjoy the happinefs adapted to his original frame. When men 
talk as if they had two natures, the one pure, the other corrupted, the 
doCtrinc ferves only .to perplex the enquiry. We know, and to our for- 
row feel, that our nature, our one nature, as it came out of the liands 
of it’s maker, is become corrupted : nor can we with covtliftency fay, 
that any vice is natural, wdthout injuring the author of nature, who cer- 
tAmly intended the univerfal happinefs of his craiturcs. But vice unde- 
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niably produces miieiy, and coniequently is not natural to man. Per- 
haps there is no word ufed in To locle and indefinite a fenie as that of na- 
ture. To fay a thing is natural, according to nature, or agreeable to the 
courfe of nature, mufi: certainly convey the fame idea, and are terms 
which ought by no means to be uied v. it]jout a lenfe of him who is the 
firll caufe, and has the courfe and government of nature in his hands. 


The notion we ought to form of nature at large, with regard to the 
difpofition made by one Inpremc and intelligent being, niuft be intircly 
analogous to tliat rule of govcrniiicnt wlncli can alone fiipport the moral 
excellence and dignity of human nature ; which is plainly the end of chrif- 
tianity. What man, with the greatefi ftretch of human rcafbn, can fug- 
gelt to himlelf fo admirable a plan of government j or ftich noble motives 
to aflion, as that ruling principle, the love of one fupreme and fclf- 
exiftent being, the great creator and fupportcr of all things ? 


7'hc love of man is next in dignity to that of con, and in the opera- 
tions cf tlic mind mufl precede, as being the fcale by which vve afeend 
to heaven. JVIan confiJered as the mod excellent work of the vini)ic 
world, tlic exprefs image of his maker, and the heir of immortal luippinef-, 
mull ever demand tiie higheft attention. How little in value is the ma- 


terial compared with the intellectual world ? The voice of god, as well 
as rcafon, proclaim the vafi fu periority. And what arc all the externals of 
majelly, what the charms of beauty, or tlae pride of wealth, but the en- 
joy;xients of a n^ioment ? But the love of man is com rnenfu rate with eter- 
nity, nor is he lefs an objed: of this love, for having deviated fi'om his 
original perfedion ; fince all men are the fame j and this* feems to have 
conftituted, as a counterpoile to our corruption, a paffion as ftrong as any 
in the human bread j I mean compafijon. Can we confider god, or 
man, in any view not confident with this principle, witliout deviating 
from nature ? 


If the nature of man is to be rational, and if reafon teaches that obe- 
dience to his maker is his higVted felicity, it mud alfo teach, tliat dif. 
obedience is his greated mifery. That man has paffions and appetites 

which 
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which oppofe reafon, is obvious i but it is equally true, that the nature of 
thefe, in the great order of things, is to be lubfei vicnt to reafon. Our 
eyes were certainly given us to fee ; but our reafon was as furcly given 
us that we might fhut thofe eyes when the obje<5l is dangerous eitlier to 
our moral or animal nature } nor can there be any plea of ignorance a- 
gainft this dodfrine : for the almighty has certainly written a law upon 
men’s minds ; and whatever his wifdom required fliould be done, cxclu- 
clufivc of tliis n\ental law, he has, at different periods of time, made 
kitown to mankind. 


If Goo has originally taught man a law with refpedf to his condudf, , 
and by makipjg him a foclal being, continued to him tlic means of that 
K.No^\ ; it is not natural for man to be ignorant of that which his 

maker requires of him : On the contrary, it was an unnatural rebellion 
again ft the almiglity that introduced the ignorance which cxifled before 
the coming of a laviour ; a flare of ignorance at that time confeqncntly 
>va> not the ftatc of nature : but more indubitably it is not fo now. 

Eciorc the prornuig ition of the gofpel, men who walked by- the light 
V. I’iich they then liad, could net be accountable for more : even before 
th.c JEW' isu dirpenfation, in ccnfcqucnce of the know'ledge men firft had 
of a lupremc being, tlvey preserved fome notions of one God, and of 
moral duties, as prod.uctlve of liappincfs, .tnd iuitdblc to tlte dignity of 
their natures ; and this I apprehend we generally c;'iU ’latural religion. 

• However we do not ufually call that die religion of nature, which hardly 
appears to be any religion at all, or at bell is only a rule injurious to the fo- 
ciety. But fuppoling the common term naturae Rt’i.i<tioN to be ap- 
plicable in .any degree to the moll ignorant favages, that mull be the word 
religion, (for here there may be degrees in this general notion) which is 
furtheil removed from the happinefs of the fociety. Man^ w’ho is a fo- 
cial creature, adls unnaturally in proportion as he neglects the prefervatioa 
of fociety. This notion will alio lead us to the great do(5t.ineof chriftia- 
nity, and the beneficence of the fupreme being, dcmonllrated in that dif- 
pienfation, fo powerfully operating with the original plan of moral go- 
vernment. 


Now 
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Now let an unprejudiced mahommedan be rightly informed what tli®. 
precepts of chriftianity teach, and examine if the praftice of the chriftian 
religion is not the ftate moft agreeable to the true nature of man, as de- 
ducible from hiS conflitution. And if the chriftian religion is agreeable 
to virtue, or rather the true ftandard of it, we are reduced to the necef- 
jfity of acknowledging, either that botli the chriftian religion and virtue in 
general are unnatural, or that vice is unnatural j unlcls, with regard to 
nature, we confound the diftin<5lion of virtue and vice, and make them 
one and the fame tiling. Nothing is plainer than this dodlrine ; but I 
believe nothing has done more harm to the caufe of religion than in- 
attention to it ; for by imputing vice to nature, which is commonly 
done, wc enervate that deteftation which arifes in the human breafl: upon 
the mention of thofe things which we denominate unnatural. Mc- 
thinks I ought to blufh at the indignity which I offer to the common 
fenfe of my reader } but when he confiders that many who mean well, 
and think clearly in moft of the concerns of life, arc notwithftanding ex- 
tremely biaffed in their judgments in this point j he will think an apology 
jieedlcfs. 

T he fallacy feems to lie in this, that nature, and the corruption of na- 
ture are for the moft part confounded in men’s ideas. If by nature we 
mean the pure ellence and true quality of a thing, we do not mean the 
corruption of that thing j more than we mean vinegar, w'hen we talk of 
wine. The corruption of nature is indeed repugnant to virtue ; yet if we 
attend to our own make and conftitution, we fliall foon learn, in a necef-* 
fary degree, how and in what inftances our nature is corrupted, and e- 
qually difeover a power to war with that corruption j and, in proportion 
as wc triumph over it, we are reftored to our original ftate of freedom, 
that is, of nature uncorrupted. The opinion the mahommedans have of 
this corruption, w'hich fullied the mind of man, feems to agree with that 
of the chriftians ; hut this doilrine, how'ever important, is not familiar 
to the generality of men. I conceive it to bear a ftrong alluiion to the 
ftate of one, who, by lome accident, becomes lunatick, and entails this 
infirmity upon his children. In tlfis cafe indeed a man may not be an- 

fwerable ; 
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fwerable; but in the cafe of our firft parents they became accountable, 
becaufe they were free agents. If, in fucceeding generations, we were not 
exactly in the fame circumftances as our firft parents ; we ftill afled a- 
gainft the light which our rcafon fuggefted, or againft thofe revelations 
which, at different ages of the world, have been confirmed to us by the 
miraculous interpofition of divine providence. 


By this corruption of nature, the paflions, which were originally dc-f 
figned to aflift rcafon, have, as experience teaches us, rebelled againft it, 
and fubjecfted all the fons of A dam to the fame punifhment as their firftj 
progenitor : Now can we fuppofe that infinite goodnefs fhould fufter fo 
glorious a part of the creation to perifh in. this unnatural ftate ? The com- 
mon notion of mankind in all ages and countries is, that a divine in- 
ftn!(5lor has been font to them. The chriftian fays, that “ as by one man, 
fin and death came into the world j fo by one man,” the great prophet 
and lawgiver now in qucllion, “ life and immortality were reftored.” 
The MAHOMMCDAxNS afk, why tlic great lord of the univerfe fiiould 
fend his fon iiito the tvOild in form of a man ? To argue upon prin- 
ciples deduced from the rcafon of things, may we not fay that truth, in 
the abftratSh thus became an ob;c<ft of fenfe j and that the deity brought 
himfclf to the ftandard of human capacities ? We faw, we heard, we felt 
the god in his human nature. He was a man as well as a godj a 
man, fuch as wc are, fin oidy excepted : He rejoiced and wept, was glad 
ajid' forrovvful : He eat, and drank, and flept : He had his friendfliips 
*and affections : He gave us a law as to men j and, as a man, he fet us 
an example. But the chriftian further reduces the matter to this iflue : 
God faw good to take this method to reftore mankind, and therefore it 
muft be right. If the mahommedans yet afks, why it flaould be fo j 
and ftill applies to finite capacities to judge of infinite wifdom ? What 
• can you do more than queftion him, why it fliould not be fo ? Aik him, 
if he thinks it too much or too great a thing for the almighty ? Bid him 
. behold the wonders of the creation, and obfcrve every part of nature re- 
plete with amazing art, and proclaiming his incomprehenfible goodnefs 
and wifdom. Is man inferior to thefe? Do we underftand the laws of 

his 
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his government, or the nature of that power by which he fupports the 
material world ? Is the heir of immortality not equal in dignity to this 
inanimate fylHnn ? 

If the tree as known by its fruits, the goodncls of a religion niufl be 
ciifcovcrcd by it's cfFeels, and it’s con/itlvncy with rcaion ; the tellimony 
of thofe who oppofe it concurring in any material point, or proving in- 
fufficient to Invalidate it. The pagans, the jp.wr,, the jiamoaimk- 
JDANS acknowledge that fuch a man appeared in tlic world as Jesus 
CiirasTj they difpute his divinity, and many of his glorious afts ; but 
for this thev arc obliged to have recourfe to low evahons and puerile 
fubterfuges i ftill they aferibe many wonderful works to him. And laflly, 
though they do not acknowledge his crucifixion, they lay he was conveyed 
away in a miraculous manner, and a perfon like him put in his place, 'i be 
MAHOMMEDAN alfo verifies the prediction, which is clofely conneClcd 
with the belief of chrillrianitv, and treats the jew as a pcrfccutor of the 
true prophet, whiiil tiic chridian deplores his blindnefs. 

Among otlicr corroborating proofs the chrifiian urges the prophecies 
concerning the total dillblution of the Jewish government, and the de- 
flruction of that nation, once the favoqrife people of God. I'he jews 
were long tlte foie depofitarics of thofe v/ritings which promife and point 
out the time of the coming of Jrsus Christ ; but deny tluit time to be 
accompli Ihed : So fir they believe in the Messiah. The pagan world 
received chrillianity, though it w’as fo greatly repugnant to their cflublilhc t 
opinions, and tiic corruption of nature, tliat we ought to conclude it could 
n;)t k.ave prevailed^ had any lefs than a divine pow'^er directed it. Chrif- 
tiaii'itv is r’u.e proper religion of mankind ; we fay it is as old as the 
crea. on, becaaic ordained by God from the beginning. It is true, Jesus 
Cifftr-n was born only 1744 years ago; but how long have the propihets 
ot ulu foretold his ai^pearance: One of the moll* remarkable was above 
y CO years belore ; and this fpeaks of him in terms of the greateft honour, 
viz. For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is given; and the go- 
“ vernment lliall be upon Iris llapulder ; . and his name fliall be called, 

WONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR, THE MIGHT V GoD, THE EVERLASTING 

“ FATHER, 
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« father % THE PRINCE OF PEACE." And tlic fliort hiftory of him is 
this: “ God was manifefted in the flcfli, juftified by the fpirit, feen of 
“ angels, believed on in the world, received up into glory, and in him 
“ are all the trcafures of wifdom and knowledge. ” That his birth 
was miraculous, is confeiTed even by the mahommedans; for they fay 
he was conceived of a virgin by the fmell of a rofe. To grant there was 
fuch a perfon, and that he was thus conceived, is being half a chrillian, 
with regard to the fupernatural birth of ckrist. 

But as his birth was above nature, fo was his whole lifb. mahommed 
came to extirpate all who oppofed him with lire and fword. Christ 
came with the meeknefs of a child, to extend his mercy to all mankind. 
The power which he employed was from heaven. The means which 
he ufed were of fo diftcrent a nature from any thing merely human, that 
granting he lived and died, and that his religion does exift, is a ftrono- 
argnnnent of the divinity of that power, by which he cftablilhed fuch a 
religion. He lulfered an ignominious death as a common nialefadfori yet 
has his doctrine been cllabiillied on that fuffering, and fpread oveV the 
earth Mahommed fupported his fchemes of religious government on 
the principles of worldly power j but our prophet fays, “Learn of me, 
“ for I arn meek and lowly and upon this principle was his whole life 
conduced. 


The MAHOMMEDANS, you fay confider us as idolaters; you will not 
convince them of the contrary : for that would be in effcCl to convert 
them to chriftianity. Tell them at leaf! that ours is a good religion : that 
one great article of it is, to pray for them and for all mankind. That 
the fum of our law is, “to do as we would be done by ; to vifit tlie fa~ 
“ thcrlefs and the widow, and to keep ourfclvcs unfpotted from the w'ork!.’' 
Tell them that we adore one only god, the fupreme lord and father 
of all things, in which they will grant we are no idolaters ; but that in- 
deed we pray to him through the merits of his fon, to afSft us with Jiis 
holy fpirit, to obey his laws, or to forgive the breach of them, upon con- 


* The fether of the age to come, according to fome Iniined dtvtnct. 
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'The interpreter. 
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ditioa of our Cncere repentance. In this we fpeak as conceiving a difierence, 
and afcribing to each thofe offices, which our revelation warrants, without 
prefuming to undcriland in what the union and divifibilty confilfs. This 
is the inyifcry of the chriffian religion, which, by tlie exercife of faith, 
attributes all the mercy that tlie utmofl: flrctch of human reafon can a- 
feribe to god 5 and all the worth and dignity that can be imputed to manj 
to be at once demonftrated by the deity in his taking the human form, 
when he appeared upon the earth. Whenever we contemplate this amaz- 
ing inflance of the divine condiuff, it raifes the mind to heaven from 
whence it is derived. 

That there is fuch a thing as faith, or the evidence of things not 
feen, nor comprehended, is common to mankind of all religions, and in 
all countries. Is it ftrange that god will not condel'cend to be the ob)e6t of 
our REASON only? He requires faith, and imputes it to us as a virtue j 
he requires this highcjl reafon of the foul, which is a resigna iton of 
the whole man ; all possible resignation to him as an incomprchcnfiblc 
GODj who is the fovercign dil]iofer of all things, in a manner as far above 
our conception as his infinite perfeilions are fuperior to the narrow 
bounds of human capacities. 

That JESUS CHRIST is god, that is, divine in nature, is, I think, very 
clear from the writings which contain the oracles of our religion; and 
better had it been for the chriftian world, if the matter had rcfled there ; 
and no attempt made to explain that which is confefTcdly inexplicable. , 
For though faith is founded in reafon, as it neceffarily mufl be, whilfl 
reafon is the only medium by w^hich we comprehend any moral truth ; 
yet it is fuperior to reafon. The dodlrine of the trinity is by no means con- 
tradidory to reafon, unlefs it is repugnant to reafon to affent to that which 
is delivered on divine authority, becaufe we happen not to comprehend 
the things fo delivered. 

As to the term persons of the godhead, and trinity, commonly ufed 
by chriftians j if the oracle of the chriftian faith is not fabulous, we mull 
afcrlbe th^ divine attributes to turee, under the difttndiions of father, 

• ' Son, 
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sbN, afid rtotY cSttosT ; and if mankind have thought proper to ufe a 
Word to exptefs the idea, why not that of trinity? If the almightyis 
omnipotent, and wc confefs our faculties utterly incapable of compre- 
hending his power, let us proftratc ourfelves in humble adoration of the 
incomprehenfible nature of this one fupremc ! 

If GOD is incomprehenfible, what religion can there be without fomc 
part of it myfterious ? The mahommedan mud deny the being of a 
GOD, or confefs him infinite in juflice as well as mercy; but does he 
underfland how thefe attributes exift, and arc compatible in one being ? 
We acknowledge the incomprehenlibility of god, and therefore there 
may be a divifion as well as union in the divine nature. Chriftians plain- 
ly infer fuch a union and divifion from their feriptures, which cannot be 
made confident on any other principles. Is it not then folly to diftrait 
our thoughts on the fubjedl? Is it not enough that we 'acknowledge one 
fuprerne god the father of all beings ; that we confefs the divine nature 
and niifilon of the messiaii, by whom the almighty made the world, 
who is the king, the lawgiver, the redeemer, and the favior, and will 
be the judge of mankind ; and that we alfo acknowledge the powers a- 
feribed to the holy ghoft, the operative Ijiirit of that one god ? 

We fee the reafon of mankind every day acijuiefce in things fuperior 
to it’s coinprchenfion in fecular concerns. Many things in common life 
appear to ns as contradidtlons till wc underfland them. Onr condition 
does not permit us to know every thing ; it is againfl: the laws of our na- 
ture, and confequently a crime to attempt it ; thus where our under- 
ftaiiding is puzzled in the inveftigation of the things which belong to 
GOD, we fliould pay our adoration and fubmilhon to the great author of 
nature, and place our humble and firmefi; confidence in him. 

The difciples of mahommed, and of almoft every other religion in the 
world, believe in things not only beyond their comprehenlion, but un- 
important to the great ends of human life and immortality. The faith 
in queftion is of the greateft moment ; for if Jesus is not the fon of 
GOD, the fundamental principle of the chriflian religion is falfe ; but if 

Z 2 this 
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this belief Is derived from the authority of god himfelf, who therefore 
accepts it as a grateful offering to him, we ought to hold it dearer 
than life. 

Simplicity of heart, which is eflential to chriffianity, teaches men what 
analogy there is between this faith and the humility which the ehriftian 
religion fo ftrongly inculcates ; but infidelity is the offspring of pride. 
Faith humbles the arrogance of men, and prevents them from deifying, 
that is, in effeifl, from abufing their own reafon. The corruption of our 
nature is never ib confpicuous as in pride ; than which nothing can be 
more defl:ru<flive of our happinefs. 

Pride firft divided the chriftian world, and ffill fupports the divifion, and 
I believe the priefts themfelves will grant, that had fome of their fraternity 
been half as bufy to reftrain men’s curiofities in the myfterious parts of 
the chriftian religion, as to attempt the explanation of them, religion 
might have been more fimple, and confequently might have produced 
the great end of it, by means the moft eafy and familiar: but this com- 
plaint will appear abfurd when it is confidered, that the miftakes of 
priefts bear but a fmall proportion to thole of the laity. Jf morality is 
the bafis of the chriftian religion, and a confiftent faith the fupport of it j 
v/here are thele better taught than in England ? Of all human compo- 
litions of thefe latter ages of the world, whether for purity and elegance 
of language, force of argument, or warmth of devotion, what exceedvS 
the fermons which have been publilhed by our clergy ? That they are 
not more read, is not the fault of priefts, nor will it be their fault if 
they do not produce the harve ft which no doubt is intended Ihciuld be 
gathered in heaven. 

To return, it muft be manifeft to men of enquiry, that the world re- 
mained in ignorance for many ages ; and religion confifted in forms and 
empty ceremonies. A revelation was expected, afid both the cuRiSr 
TiANs and mahommedans fay it is come : we lee wlsat the different 
fruits of it are. Was there ever a do^rine delivered to mankind before. 

that 
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that of Christ, which pointed out the true path of happinefs, and the 
end for which they were defigned ? The chriftian religion has the moft 
evident mark of a divine original by the exalted fentiments and fublime 
love it inculcates j by it’s clofe connexion with the general good of marr- 
kind, as facial, rational, and accountable beings. It is an argument 
which cannot be repeated too often : what greater love can we conceive . 
than for a man to die for his friend? But christ fufFered an ignomi- 
nious death for his enemies, and made that death effectual even to his 
perfecutors, if they repented and obeyed his laws. For his death was a 
propitiation for the fins of the whole world, even for the mahomme- 
DAXS. Could a Gov die for lefs than a world ? He prepared an immor- 
tality for all mankind. But his counfels are infcrutable, and we know 
not w'hat degree of cvitience refilled by men, renders them accountable. 
But it ieems agreeable to the common notions of mankind concertiing the 
goodnefs of oon, that this perfedl facrifice once made, compenlared for 
the imperfciition of the human nature, and the deviation from it’s ori- 
ginal purity } fo that man becomes accountable only in proportion to his 
rebellion againil this divine law; 

Under this glorious difpenfation, the innocence and liraplicity of a child 
is bell adapted to learn, and to receive, fo plain, lb intelligible a law; 
which exhorts men with the firongell and moll perfuafive eloquence, to 
forfake the paths of perdition, and to be happy. The fentiments which 
chrillianity infpire, are fo abflradled . from this world, and from a weak 
and vicious felfilhnefs, that it is impolfible to conlidcr them with an at- 
tentive and unprejudiced mind, without being convinced of their reafon- 
ablenefs, and llruck with the deepell fenfe of gratitude and refignation. . 

Even' MAHOMMED underllood the excellence of the chriftian reli- 
gion, when he adopted his precepts of juft ice and charity from the 
gofpcl. But though the mahommedans entertain the highell notions 
of the deity, humanly fpeaking, It will be difficult to reconcile them to 
chrillianity, on account of their fenfual gratifica:tions; The chriftian re- 
ligion fixes the boundaries between the animal and rational part, and is 
calculated to preferve both. It regards the delights of the mind, and the 

charms 



Part II. 


REFLECTIONS ON 

charms of focial copverfe, to which the mahommedans in their com- 
merce with women are almoft ftrangers : for their falfe notions of religion 
alfo lead them to violate the common rights of humanity, by making 
Haves of one half of the fpecies. 

Chriftianity is indeed a religion of felf-denial, much more than is 
generally imagined ; but it is a felf-denial which dignifies and improves 
human nature j a felf-denial that has every mark which reafon can fuggeft, 
or revelation warrant, of that rule of life and human conduct, which 
. can reftore man to the original perfection of his nature ; or effeCl that 
which (hall compenfate for the deficiency, at the great day of accounts, 
when TIME (hall be fwallowed up in eternity. 

As every thinking man in this ifland * feems to have fijmetViing in his 
notions of religion peculiar to himfelf, it may be objected, that I who 
have been endeavouring to vindicate chriftianity with regard to the impu- 
tation of idolatry^, and to efiablijfh my own fyftem of faith, as founded 
in the reafon of things, as well as in revelation, have been lingular 
in making no mention of grace. But to this I anfwcr, tliat when men 
ad: obediently to the divine law, not only becaufe it is good in itfelf, but 
allb bccaufe it is commanded by god; both motives co operating, I 
think they will, humanly fpeaking, produce a habit of mind, fit for the 
reception of that grace, which 1 acknowledge to be the more immediate 
aj[fiftanee of god j that afliftance which fupports, and cherKhes, and ena- 
bles man to perfevere in his obedience. From hence I conclude, that* 
faith and good works ad reciprocally on each other, neither being effec- 
tual without the other to the great end of our being. This, I conceive, 
may be eafily deduced from the nature of the human mind ; from the 
common meafure by whicli we judge of things, and from the notion of 
religion in general. Chriftians who, on one fide, aferibe all efficacy to 
good-works ; wliilft others, if poffible, more inconfiftent, imagine faith 
only to be effential, feem to fall extremely (hort of the mark. To a- 
■dopt the principles of both with the fame zeal as they plead for one only, 

is. 


* Great brxtax99» 
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ie, I apprehend, to be a chriftian, if thofe principles produce their na- 
tural fruits. 

And let men difpute ever fo long concerning human nature, and all it’s 
various connexions, it mu ft come to this, that fo long as we retain our 
reafon, we muft acknowledge a firft; caufe, or, in other words, that there is 
a GOD, and confequcntly that he made us what we arej and if he is in- 
finite in wifdom, he made us right. Men w^ho think it of importance to • 
employ their reafon about a future ftate j or endeavour to underftand their 
own make ; and the end to which they were intended will difeover, that - 
tlie conftitution of our moral nature, our condition with relpedl to ex« 
ternals, and our religion as chriftians, have all a moft; amazing analogy. - 

In other v/ords, let him who entertains the leaft doubt concerning the 
great truths of chriftianity, do himfelf the juAice to oblerve how ex- 
adlly analogous the law of Christ is with the common didlates of hu- 
manity ; with every generous pafllon of the mind j with every fentiment 
which tlie human bread: can form that is truly great and noble ; he will 
then lee, what a ftate of unmixed happinefs would be reftored to man- 
kind, was this law univerlally revered and pra< 5 tifed. The glorious iyftem 
of ethics delivered by our faviour on the mount, is calculated to anftver 
all the exigencies. of our temporal condition; whilft the main fcope and 
dcfign of it is to prepare us for a happy termination of it : and fince death 
is the unavoidable condition of life, and abforbs all iefler conliderations j 
, an entire reconciliation to it, on the principles of a rational hope of im- 
mortality, ought to be the great end of all human actions, and of all th« . 
thoughts and devices of the human heart. 


CHAP. 
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Several converfations with the Persi ans on different fubjeSls* ^he tragical 
hijiory of prince eeckowitz, 'Principal events till the breaking out 
ef a rebellion in astraead. 

T O return to my narrative. The Persians often took particular 
notice of the air of niy countenance, perhaps imagining that I 
had fome apprehenfions of the approaching danger. I told them that 
my temper dilpofed me to be thoughtful ; but if I underftood their lan- 
guage, and could converfe without an interpreter, I Ihould probably take 
a fhare in every part of their difeourfe. I then enquired for news, parti- 
cularly in regard to the rebellions on foot in remote parts of the kingdom, 
and if it was true that the lesgees had taken derbend, as was report- 
ed. This was touching them on a very tender firing, and naseer aga 
anfwered haftily, “ We do not talk of thofe things.” The anfwer how- 
ever made no other impreffion on me, than ' that he was reflrained by 
Ibme prudential reafon. 

On the 8th. The carriers pretended they mu/l have camels as well as 
horfes to convey my caravan, and demanded money of me, to be ad- 
vanced them on account, that they might go among the neighbouring 
TURKOMAN tartars to buy camels } but I did not chufe to comply 
with their requeft. Other expedients were alfo made ufe of, as if intended 
purpofely to delay my departure. Some of the townfmen again demand- , 
ed of me to open my bales, and fell them fome pieces of cloth > but this 
by no means fuited my purpofe, and I rather chofe to make feveral of 
them prefents of 2 I gaz “ of cloth, which is the meafure they ufually take 
for a coat. Abdallah beg, the governor’s brother, was the moll im- 
portunate for cloth, though he had the leaft occafion for it, having loft his 
eyes for confederating with riza kouli myrza who attempted to 
ideftroy the king his father two years before this.time. 

» A PBK9I AN meafure of 4.0 inches. This prince was blinded by nadi r ; but aboallah 

Bt-c, it w s the compliment which his own father made to nadtr, by accufmg his own 

icii, in order teie on a level with the shah; but I apprehend he was really guilty* 

Naseer 
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N A SEER AG A returning again to viiSt me, I complained to him of the trifi- 
inff conduct of the carriers and camel-drivers ; he acknovvled"c d it was fo, 
adtiing, that tlte ^vo^d of the lower fort of his countrymen was nor to be 
depended upon ; and therefore he would not recommend to me any 
PERSIAN as a fervant, agreeable to the requeft I had before made him. 
He again took notice to me, in a particular inanner, of the ferious air of 
my countenance, infomuch that I thought it neceiiary to make a reply to 
to this cfredl : i obferve. Sir, you have mentioned this fubject to me 

more than once ; you are the bcfl judge of my looks j but I ihlnk my 
‘‘ countenance is more in fault than my heart. It is true, I am a little 
“ mortified to fee myfclf trifled with, as if the townfnien did not defign I 
jliould ever get from hence ; but if you mean to admonifli me, I take it 
“ in good part ; and ihall readily grant, that a merry heart maketh a chear- 
“ ful couiitenance,’' Joy is as elTcntial to the happinefs of man as oil to 
“ the flame ; a principle wliich will prove the bell prefervative againfl the 
“ n'lireries of life. Every part of nature feems to rejoice : The animal, 
“ a.nd even tlie vegetable world, proclaim a joy in tlicir exihence : how 
“ much more ought man to exult in the comforts, the plealures, the glo- 
“ lies of the vifible Avorld ; and to triumph in die contemplation of his 
‘‘ own itnmortality ? But is not a ferious turn of mind cllcntiai to that 
“ contemplation r 

“ The appearance of the countenance will gencrallv follow the turn of 
mind, allowing for health, and the peculiar air of die face. But a flow of 
»“ fpirits teems to be indifpenfably ncccfiary to fupport the licart in a habit 
“ of joy. The man of a good undcrflanding, whole fpirits flow brilkly, 
is bell qualified to think juflly, cfnccially if from the earliefl: part cf his 
“ life he is fet in the paths of virtue-, but diefe advaritages ieidom meet in, 
“ one and the fame perfon. Wc generally find, that a mediocrity of fpirits, 
** is the greatefl friend to an innocent life; and innocence isthe parent of tliat 
“ contentment which, jays a good foiindation, if it does hot confUtute the 
“ cllcnce of joy.” The old man now looked fcri'‘'(lfiy himfelf ; he was 
in labour with an important fecret, in which I was intimately concerned, 
though he dared not to tell me of it. 


VbL. I. 
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Soon after this converfation two Russian Haves were oftered to me for 
fale j 1 had no occalUn for them, nor could I attempt their redemption 
out of charity j I defired however to be informed of their misfortunes. 
They told me they had been taken when young by the ousbegs, and fold 
to the TURKOMANS. They had ferved in the expedition of beckawitz 
the GEORGIAN prince, whofe ftory deforves a place in this journal, as 
it ferves to Ihow the great difficulty, if not abfolute impoffibility of 
extending a trade among fo perfidious and barbarous a people as the 

TARTARS. 

Peter the great, amidft all his fuccefles in war, did not negled: the 
purfuit of commerce. He had already made a furvey of the Caspian, 
and formed a defign of extending his conqueft beyond samarcand, fo 
far at leaft as to fecure the lapis lazuli, which is found in that neigh- 
bourhood. He had alfo flattered himfelf with the expedtation of difeo- 
vering fome mine of gold. In the valley of soon is a river, w'hofe fands 
abound with gold dull, which the Persians, as likewife the ousbegs, 
and other neighbouring tartars, often gather. Persia being at this 
time ’’ in great confufion by the indolence of shaii sultan iiussein j 
and peter thinking a fmall regular force fufficlent for that purpofc, fent 
3000 men to reconnoitre this country. There was a Circassian prince, 
who, to avoid the miferies of hussein’s reign, had fled into Russia with 
Jiis treafurc and family. This prince foon died, and his fon, named 
ALEXANDER BECKAWiTZ, married into one of the greatefl: families in that 
empire. He was nowchofen by the emperor peter to command in this* 
enterprize, as well on account of the bravery of the Georgians, as the 
particular knowledge this prince was fuppofed to have had of the tartars. 

Befides the perpetual haraffinents which the tartars ufually give a 
regular army, during a long and laborious march, they often burn up 
the grafs, and fpoil the water j therefore to render the w^ay to khieva 
Ihorter as well as fafer, peter ordered a fort to be built at cape 
karaganskoi, which lies on the north-eafl; coafl; of the Caspian 
fea. This being done without any interruption, by means of the fliells 
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and ftones found at that place, and magazines being prepared, becka- 
wiTz ventured on his intended difeovery. # 


Being arrived near khieva, the ousbegs formed a great body to 
oppofe him j but as he had a good field artillery they did not chufe to 
attack him ; on the contrary they accepted his prefents, and promifed him 
water and provilions at a time when his army was greatly diflrclled. Af- 
ter receiving the moft folemn afTurances of the fricndfliip and protection 
of the ousBEG a'ARTARS ; he w'as induced to divide his forces into bo- 
dies of 2 or 300 j thefe treacherous friends pretending that by this means they 
could fupply them with provilions, and enable them to return home with 
fafety. Having thus obtained their point, they fell on the deluded Rus- 
sians, who became an eafy prey. 

This unhappy prince whom neceffity' or inexperience had drawn into 
this fnarc, was one of the firfl that fell a facrifice to their perfidious bar- 
barity. He was brought before the tent of the khan of khieva, and a 
fcarlct cloth being fpread on the ground, as a fignal of death j they or- 
dered him to kneel down: but he refufed to comply, fo that inftead of fuf- 
foring the eafy death of lofing his head wfith a llroke of a fabre, he was 
hacked on the legs, and butcheretl in the moll barbarous manner. As 
to the forces w'ho had been under his command, many were put to death ; 
fornc remained as Haves ; and others retained in their fervice, efpecially 
the muficians, and thofe who belonged to the artillery, whom they found 
> 01 ufe in their fublcquent wars. 


To refume my own flory. The ytb, I was again honoured with a 
numerous levy, more againft my \viil than minillers of flvite ufually be- 
hold a number of fuitors whom it is not in their power to gratify ; for 
thefe vifits anfwered no other purpole than to take up my time. But what 
furprized me moft, was that the menial fervants, and fcveral of the com- 
mon people, were admitted to croud round the aivan and be privy to 
the converlation. Tliis was the Icfs agreeable to me, as their conduCt 
had given them no title to the knowledge of my defigns. I had an opportu- 
nity of obferving, that perfons of the beft quality among them were very ig- 

® ''fhe largeit apartment in the J^BRstAN hoiifes, which is open on one fide, 
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norant of the affairs of euroi’R : one of the moft intelligent, having heard 
of the fatal cataftroplife which happened the preceding f.uaimer to fcveral 
perfons of dIrtiniSion in RussiA, ir quired if they were punifhed for being 
of the Pf-RSiAN party; tJiough 1 believe no fuch party exi fled in kussia. 


On the icth. A frefh diiTicnlty now arofe, for oiir camel -drivers ai- 
led ged tJiat they could not keep company with the horfes j and therefore 
they mufi let out two or three days before. I knew not how to recon- 
cile myfcif to the thoughts of feparating my company : however, tlic 
importunity of nasjlek aga, and the pretended neeeflity of the thing, 
induced me to confent. Accordingly I delivered 40 bales, the loads of 
ten camels, and fixed my own departure with the remainder of the cara- 
van for the 14th. 1 fent an Armenian fervant to attend the camels, and 

appointed a certain rendezvous, w'hich was on the othe r iidc of the mofl 
difficult paffes in the mountains. On the i2tli, I made a vilit to tAc 
governor, who w’as much lefs courteous to me than he had Intlierto been, 


and appc.ircd perplexed in Ins thouglits. Jt was fait), that lie \va' provid- 
ing horfes to fend tlie king’s trca.fiirc confiding of 17,000 crowns to c.AS- 
BTN ; lie now told me he was fo bare of foldiers, he t ouki not fpare me 
more tlian one. This flartlcd me, for I was previoufly determined to have 
demanded a greater number than he had at firfl appointed me ; eJpecially 
as I was obliged to feparatc my company ; howeve r I could not make li- 
ny impreffions on him. It fecnietl to me Itrange, that a caravan of 17,000 
crowns in money fnould rccpiire fo great a guard, and that to one of 


eo.c 00 crowns in clot!), a fintfic foldicr was fufficient. I was .ignorant 
of the fccrct, and my ignorance condltutcd my happinefs at that rime. I 
took my leave of the governor, defiring him to continue me under Ins 
protccliou, and afiiil; me with his advice, in any article he might think ne- 
cefiary. 


The 14th, My firfl detachment departed. I intending to follow them 
immediately, and had prepared kedoavavs ; thcfe*are a kind of covered 
chairs, which the Persians hang over camels in the manner of panniers, 
and are big enough for one perfon to fit in. By this means I could ac- 
commodate any of my company if they fliould happen to fall fick, and 

pro- 
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provide for ray own fecurity againfl the extremity of the cold. At length 
by the interpoiition of naseer aga, I obtained a promife from the go- 
vernor, tliat two foldicrs fliould accompany the firft detachment of my 
caravan. The next day in the evening they fet lights at the head and 
feet of the graves of their departed friends, round wliich they led fheep 
by the horns, in commemoruiion of abraham’s offering up his fon is- 
MAEL i fur they do not allow it was Isaac, 


I was now preparing to leave this city, the firfi: 1 had feen in Persia, 
and of which I had received very dilagreeable impreilions. Whilft I was 
giving the neccflary orders', rny friend waseek a.ga came to acquaint 
nv.; li, !■; it uaf: not a lucky liour, and therefore I mud not depart. I 
toid Idiu if he had no other rcafon, that I was one of thofc chriftians 
vvlio do not regartl lucky hours, hut depending on that good providence 
which at al! times governs the world, I begged I might be permitted to 
de]>art. He replied in a very definitive manner, that 1 mull not fet out. 
1 tlioLigljt it [;roper to fubmit, from the afllirasice I had always received of 
the integrity of his intentions, though I imputed this repugnance to his 
fupcrllition. 


C H A P. 




CHAP. XXX. 

A rehellion breaks out in the province of astrabad. ^he author is in 
dijlrefs. A prayer, T^he city taken-, and the caravan dtfig?7ed for me- 
SCHED plundered. 

T he 15 th of January 1744, the difmal fcene now began to difclofeit- 
felfi for NASEER AGA had hardly left me when I heard the hoarfe 
found of trumpets: this was an alarm to call in the neighbouring inhabitants, 
and to bring their cattle with them. The fhops were ordered to be flaut up, , 
and the townfmen to repair to the walls, to put them in a condition of de- 
fence. I now began to recollect a thoufand incidents which difeoveredthe play 
which was about to be a<5ted j but it was in vain to wifh myfelf on board 
fhip, or to entertain melancholy thoughts of- this commercial projed:. Na- 
SEER AGA returned immediately, and advifed me to fend for my fliip, 
.acknowledging that he thought we were all in danger from the rebellion 
which had broke out in the neighbourhood of the city. This propofal 
-however could not be put in execution j for the fliip was then either at 
ENZELLEE or DERBEND. I defired him to fend for my ten camel-loads 
cloth already on the road to be returned into the city ; but he told 

me. 
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admil^ to go out of the gates, 
acy within the wdlsj ^ 
l^ot, ■ 

h(iye;;al^dX:.;oiK:?t^^ ' .rt^»li'a^e b^'iinl^r’ the' ‘j^vernol^s'ilnfped^o 

th^eadM^ 

TARi^Aiw. ■ 

MAijOMMEo kh'An ’’■^^-^i^^'SAOoc AGA,-'thei^s^ JohnpTO 
tin6:ion, who.;'were, with the^gpvernor hi{^'..had . 

jomed MAHOMMEO HA.SS ^ udaiaineiouAy 
to poflefs thcnifelves of the city, of 

of my caravan 5 and the belter to delude themfelves, and the unhappy 
townfinen, they gave out that the shah was dead. 


The 1 6th, Mahommed zamon beg the governor fent two couriers « 
into khorasan to bring forces to his affiAancc. At the fame time he 
ordered ten foldiers to guard the ten camels loaded with my cloth back in- 
to the city ; this however was but an idle expedient, as the enemy was 
already poireffed of all the avenues, and the goods adtually lodged in a 
village the property of mahommed khan beg. The only comfort 
which naseer aga now gave us, was, that whilft he lived they fliould 
not touch our lives. He had been one of the chief advifers of Mr. el- 
,TON, a few months before, to attempt this rout to mesched, which in- 
deed was according to the original plan, as already mentioned'. The 
old man was now pcrfedrly fendble of the dangers which threatened 
us. The rcfpedl which had been always flicwn him by mahommed has- - 
SAN beg, and bis thoughtlefs followers, who had embarked in this defpe- 
rate enterprize, induced him to venture among them, and to endeavour 
to diflliade them fi-om fo ratli and perilous an undertaking : They fuffer- 
cd him to return, but he made not any impreflion on them. Hitherto 
he had appeared undaunted j but now fpoke Ihort, and was impatient of 

* The inh.;ibuant3 of this province are fo called. ^ Khan is here a name» though otherwife 

underftood as a title* See p. co* 

being 
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"being queftioned. His whole mind and perfen looked didur bed, dis it 
he was that night to render up liis accounts for aU his pail life | -and; 
the years that had rendered his beard fo venerably hoary.; 

A beiieged city incapable of defence, a faithlefs and weak garrifon, were 
things as new to me, as Persia and Persians ; but the notion I had en- 
tertained of the tor ituM an 'f'ARTA.RS, and their barbarity of manners, 
made the vvoril impreffion on me. I did not conceive what pupoie it w'ould 
anfvver for them to commit any violence on my perfon, for it could not 
conceal tlieir robbery j nor had i any apprehenfion their rebellion could be 
fupported 3 but the report was, that tliey would put us to tlie fword. My 
attendants recommended my difguilxng myfelf in a Persian habit 5 but I 
chofe to remain in my proper fliape and charadfer, which I could tup- 
port much VrAter. Reports now crowded on cac^i otlicr, thitt tr;e rebel 
army had ads anced within a fliort diftance; fo that tJie governor and irv- 
SECR AGA, jealous of thcir own fafety, and at the impoilibiijty oi de- 
fending the city, difguifed themfelves in the habits of pcafants, and 
mounting on horfeback, each behind a real peafant, made their efeape 
in the night. 


Tlie difirefs and mifery in wliich thefe infatuated people were involv- 
jng themfelves, feemed to me the moil intereding fubjedl. Thofe who 
were not diCpof.d to rebellion, now curfed me as the caufe of tlic evils 
they ferei'aw 3 alledv'ing that if I had not brought fo valuable a caravan to 
ASTRABAD, tlic pcoplc had not rebelled. Perhaps I was an inflrumcnt of, 
providence in the claallifctnent of thefe unhappy men, but I had nothing 
to reproach myfeif' with on this account 3 and in this general calamity I 
knew not in how great a degree I might partake, and therefore thought 
it nccciiary to prepare for all events. The Mattering expedtaticu) I had 
entertained, that as the enemy had no artillery, the town might be ealily 
defended till lucconr diould be brought, induced me to lay in a quantity 
of prqvifion3 but this was vain 3 we had nothing left but to receive ouf 
conqueror and fubmit to their pleafure. ; ; 

In 
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In the evening I retired to my apartment to indulge my own medita- 
tions, not forgetting my ordinary praiiice of writing. Without the af- 
liilance of my pen 1 could not trace out the whole connexion of my 
thoughts, nor properly digeft them ; and the occafion was now very im- 
jportant. What I find in my journal is to this effect, and pretty near the 
fame words. 

“ O beneficent father, thou tender parent and univerfal lord of ajll ! 

‘‘ I hcfeech thee to hear the prayer which in the deepeft humiliation of 
“ my foul 1 now make before thee. 

“ O god\ whom have I to trufi: in, but thee : tliou haft been my fuc- 
“ cour through all the perils and viciffitudes of my life, even from my mo- 
“ ther’s breaft. If it is thy good pleafure yet to preferve my life ; let 
“ all my future hopes, and all my whites, center in thee alone j let the 
“ remembrance of all thy mercies infpire my mind with the moft ardent 
love, the moft exalted gratitude; let the tender laws of humanity 
“ ever poftefs my foul, and render me acceptable in thy fight, through 
“ the merits of thy dear son, who died to redeem the world. 

“ But if thy gracious providence has ordained that my life be now 
“ brought to an end by thefe untliinking men, thy will be done. Avert, 
“ O lord, the deftruilion that threatens them, and lay not my blood to 
“ their charge. 

, “ I tremble, O lord, at thy juftice ; but thy goodnefs and paternal 

“ love, thy tender, boundlefs mercy is extended to all thy works ; fufter 
“ me not to perifti. And thou, my redeemer, who cjimcft into the world 
to fave fiiiners, I grafp thy blclfcd feet. O, rejed me npt, rejedt me 
“ not, thou GOD of mercy; let my remembrance of thy life and fufter- 
logs, thy agonies and ignominious death for the fins of mankind, now 
“ fupport and fecure me in thy favour ; and by thy refurredion and af- 
cenfion, by thy ever prevailing merits and interceftion the throne of 
“ the almighty, procure that pardon, without which l am undone. 

Vot. I, Bb 


O 
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“ O cmnifclent &ther, who knowcft all the circumilances of human 
‘‘life, and the evils to which it is cxpofed: Thou who knowtft the 
“ lecrets of men’s hearts, and all their inmoU: thoughts, I befeech thee 
“ call to mind the laborious, though imperfc<Sl ftruggles of my life to 

fubdue myfelf to a lincere obedience to thy laws, as the fupreme objeft 
“ of my wilhes. If I have done any thing acceptable in thy fight, O 
“ remember it in thy infinite goodnefs and compalTion, whilfi: thy mercy 

crafes all record of the numberlefs follies, and infirmities of my life j 
“ and of all the offences I have been guilty of againft thee. 

** Support me, O lord of mercy, in the remembrance of that boundicis 
“ favour and tender love,’ which thou haft fliewn to all the fons of men, 
“ through all ages of the world. 

“ Enable me, O bleffed lord, to fix my heart on thee. Let no objeii: 
“ difira<ft my mind, or weaken my attention. Awe me with fear, and 
“ prevent my prefumptuous thoughts ; yet fill my heart with an entire 
“ confidence in thy mercy j warm it with a feraphic fire, and prepare my 
“ fpirit for thy tremendous prefence. 

“ If it is thy will that I now render back this vital heat and motion, 
“ which fprang from thee, great author of life, and fupporter of this ftu- 
“ pendous world ! If my hour is come, O fuccour me in the fecret paths 
“ of death } and thou, O bleffed redeemer of the world, receive me in- 
“ to Uie glory thou haft prepared for thy fcrvants,” 

I had ordered a watch to be kept all night, that I might not be fur- 
prized i and after employing myfelf in as proper a manner as I could up- 
on fo intcrefting an occafion till 1 1 j 1 flept till 4 in the morning. I was 
then awakened by a brifk, but irregular difeharge of mufquetry. A fi- 
lence enfued, from whence I concluded the city was delivered up to ma- 
HOMMED HASAN BEG, and, to my great comfbit, it prtjved fo ; had 
any ftuitlefs refifiance been made, the befi^ers would probably have 
carried things to the greater extremities. As I heard no tumult, I flattered 
myfelf that the rebels would not proceed to any daughter, and that the cap- 
‘lurc of my merchandize would content them. The 17th, mamommed 

11 ASSAM 
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nA^SiAN BEG Jao lboner entered the to^n, than he fought for mahom- 
MED ZAMON BEG the late govemof, for his fattier mahommeix kussei 
KHAN had fome years before delivered fate y ali khan, the father 
of the prefent rebel chief, to wadib* by whom he was put to death: 
the governor however had been too fenfiblc of his danger to wait the ar- 
rival of the rebels. 

Noife and merriment feemed fteceflary to fupport the fpirits of thofe 
who had embarked in this defperate enterprizc. They feized the city- 
drums, and a large party went about beating them and hollowing: at the 
fame time they drove before them the calenter'*, and another perfon, 
both naked, and demanded the SH^us’s trealure,' which mahommed za- 
MON BEG had carefully concealed before his departure. 

It was now my turn to receive a vifit from them, and hear my fate. 
Sadoc aoa, who was appointed a general ' with mahommed kkan 
EEC, both young men of more fire than judgment, headed a party of 14. 
armed perfons of the beft diftindtion among them, and came , to my houfe. 
I had colleiled my fervants in one room, from whence I fent a little boy a 
fervant, who underilood the Turkish language, which is moft known to 
the KHAjARs, to conduit thefe hollile vifiters to us, and to tell them, 
that as we wTre at their mercy, we hoped they would treat us with hu- 
manity. They immediately eutered, and allured us, they did not mean 
to hurt us ; on the contrary, that as foon as their government w^as 
eilablilhed, they would pay me for my goods. They demanded at the fame 
time where they were lodged ; and informed me that the 40 bales, vyhich 
I had fent out of the town fome days before, were riready in their pof- 
ftflion, mahommed khan beg then demanded my purfe, iwhich I 
had prepared with about thirty crowns in gold and Giver : he contented 
himfrlf for the prefent with counting it, and then returned it to me, 
demanding if 1 had any more; for that it wovold be the worfe for, me if I 
concealed any. I thought it warrantable however to make an evafiv^ anfwer, 

* Town-tteirk and cokelCfor ofthc city, who'xded ai ITub goycratir. ‘ •SirbaR, 
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though it was a true one as to the ftO: j viz. that all the town knew ve- 
ry well I had been fearchiog for money in exchange for my bill dii 
Mr. EiTON, riot jiaVfrig fufficient to convey my caravan to Mesched, 
As gold can purchafe any thing except virtue and health, underftanding 
and beauty, I thought it might now adminifter to our fafety. I therefore 
referved a purle of 1 6 o crowns in gold j apprehending tliat the fkilful appli- 
aition of it might ward off the danger which threatened usj but I after- 
wards found that our fccurity was in our fuppofed poverty j for in near three 
weeks diftrefs I durft not flicw a Angle piece of gold, much lefs acknow- 
ledge that I had laved any money. 

I had here an opportunity to confider the admirable leAt)ns of morality, 
which the mahommedans teach by example and pradlice, whilft the 
chriftians hold the theory in great veneration. A mahommkdan, who 
is a general to day, and a common foldier to-morrow, lays, rr is the 
WILL OF GOD. Far from laying violent hands on himfelf, he thinks it 
at leall as honourable to fubmit, and Ihew obedience to the decrees of 
lieaven, as he did in the meridian of his power, to obey the commands 
of his fovereign. 

Finding things condudled with fome appearance of juOice, I now 
turned my thoughts on the kindnefs of providence in bringing this eveiTt 
about in the city, rather than upon the road, where it was highly im- 
pidbable I Ihould have received fuch gentle treatment. My drooping 
fpirits revived, and I confidered how bell to extricate myfelf. I was 
now more than ever inclined to that opinion, that the mind of rnan is lb 
formed as naturally to employ itfelf in the purfuit of pleafure, and that it’s 
operations, when tfiey have their true biafs, have always a repug- 
nancy to pain. Upon the fame principle it will turn itfelf from a view 
of the evils of life, and fly off, as it were, on the wings of refignation 
® fcene of comfort arid delight. Sorrow, which is notin 
ill it*s final ifluc proda<3:ive of joy, Icems to belong to man, only as his 
reafon becomes obfeured by accidents, that is, by an irreligious or melan- 
cholyidi^ofition. The faviour of mankiodi thou^ perfect. Was indeed 
“ .a mjan of.fcffrows, .and acquainted with grief i” but it Was for the fins 
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of the world for which he mourned} his forrows arc changed into ever- 
lafting joy, and were intended to change ours alfo into a happy immorta- 
tality. Thus the goodnefs of the great lord of nature is obwous to a de- 
gree of amazement} for if by a natural propenfity of the foul we turn 
from forrow and the evils of life, and fix the mind on the remedies of 
thofe evils ; and if there is no evil but religion points out the remedy al- 
fo ; even when we are furrounded widi bitter calamities; what conlblation 
might not this afford ? What joy can exceed that, of ailing under the 
care and protedlion of the tender parent of mankind, who can no 
more mean to hurt us unoffending, than he can ceafe his own exiffence; 
nor can he, without trials, give us an opportunity of virtue ; nor without 
virtue, is it confiftent to imagine we are the objects of his love. Happy 
were it for the world, if the trials of profperity had ordinarily the fame 
iffue as thofe of diftrefs, which foften the heart to a fenfe of obedience. 
Ingratitude, which is twin-born with pride, and the genuine offspring of 
the corruption of human nature, fomctiines predominates moft, where 
moft thanks are due to heaven j and this by the conne<5lion there is be- 
tween the gratification of uncorrefted paffions and appetites, and the means 
of fuch gratifications ; Co that what men call profperity is a blefilng, or a 
curfe, jull as it is ufed. 

With rcf!c<flions like thefe 1 endeavoured to turn the edge of this mif- 
fortune, and as much as pofUble to convert it into an occafion of gopd. 

, The greateft indignity I had yet experienced, was that of being fliut out 
of the habitable part of my houfe, and particularly my chamber, and the 
ule of my baggage ; my magazine of merchandize, I had of courfe given 
up. There was alfo great reafbn to apprehend fome irregular proceedings 
from the foldiers, particularly the Turkomans : . I therefore defiredthat 
a guard might be appointed, not for the fecurky of our perfons only, but 
to preferve from any violation, the feal. which they fixed on the door of 
the warchpufc, where the cloth was depofited. They declared this to he 
a very rcafonable r^ueft, and immediately ^^ave the necefiary orders. 

It was but natural to apprehend they would now proceed to fome exe- 
cutions in cold blood} but, tp my great furfrize and latisfiidlion, 1 found 

they 
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they had- put oiily one man to death i this perfon, by a yery lingular 
work of providence, was a groom belonging to mauommeo mussbin 
KHAN, who under his mafter’s direftion, bad been the a^ftual executioner 
of T^HMAS SHAH, thck laft lawful king. This man, now falling into 
the hands of thefe rebels, fell alfo a lacrifice to their juft relentnients. I 
was greatly furprized to obferve with what facility the late fubje<fts of na- 
DiK, and the ftrvants of the late governor, profefled an entire devotion 
to the new chief mahommed hassan beg, whom they ftiled their 

KHAN ^ 

The 1 8th, It was now very apparent on what principles hahdgee 
myrza mahommed had a<5led; he was in the fecret of the rebellion 
from the time of my arrival, and brought me to the town under the 
higheft profefltons of friendthip, as a Iheep to the daughter. However 
it was my bulinefs to difguife my fentiments ; for as I had nothing there 
to lofe but my life, or liberty, I had nothing elfe to think of : 1 therefore 
ftill behaved to the hahdgee, as to one on whom I depended ; and, in- 
ftead of reproaching him, I entreated of him to recover of the carriers the 
money I had advanced them, if their khan would permit it, aliedging 
that neither mylelf nor my fervants could live upon the air ; for I con- 
cealed the money I had faved. He reprelented the cafe, and obtained a reco- 
covery of about 150 crowns, part of which he returned to us in fuch 
proportions as he thought proper, to provide for the common neceflaries 
of life. 


C H A P. XXXI. 


author engages the friendjhip of the rebeUgoivernori who holds a council 
about the dimjion of the plunder. He is in danger of being carried as a 
fame into turkumania. He kaves 

€ 

B aba s ADoc, a perfon of extraordinary ftature and comclinefs, was 
now appointed governor of the city : the generous air of this rnan’s 
countenance was dne very pi^re of humanity. As he had gffcat authority 
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among the rebels, I entreated him to be reftored to the ufe of my cham~ 
her and ba^age, having had no better lodging the night before than a 
mat in my kitchin, which was open to the air. Befidcs the money al- 
ready mentioned, I took the precaution to conceal half a piece of rich 
filk, expe<3:ing by this means to procure the kindnefs of feme perfon in 
power i and accordingly I conveyed to baba sadoc, as the poor remains of 
my plundered fortuneSj as much of this as would make a Persian drefs. 
He bid me be comforted, alTured me that no harm fhould happen to me, 
and immediately ordered the leal to be taken off my chamber door; but 
at the fame time he enjoined me to obferve the ftridteft fecrefy, with re- 
gard to the prefent I had made him ; for the chiefs already began to be 
jealous of each other about the divifion of the fpoil ; and the more as 
they had not yet difeovered the shah’s treafurc. The 19th in the morn- 
ing MAHOMMED KHAN BEG and SADOC AGA, With a train of attendants, 
came to my houfe, and carried off fcveral bales, concealing others in dif- 
ferent apartments, with a defign to convey them away at night. One of 
the company expoftulatcd with them, as if they had no authc rity for 
what they did; but they, contidering themfelves upon an equality with 
their leader, laughed at the admonition. This gave me the ftronger ap- 
prchenfion of the ruin which hung over the heads of thcle ralh young 
men. 

Mahommed KHAN BEG, w'ho had before returned me my purfe, now 
demanded it back with tlie fame menacing language. However I tliought 
it neceffary to be filent upon that fubjedf, having had already given him 
an anfwer. Upon thisoccalion sadoc aga pointed at me with an infult- 
ing Unile, defiring Ms friend to obferve my appearance, as if he meant 
to ridicule my diftrefs. About noon they afifembled at my houfe, where 
they demanded a regular account of all my cloth, which I accordingly de- 
livered to them. Some difiiculties being ftarted with rq^rd to the meafurej 
the perfon objecting was foon filenced by a general declaration, that the 
CHRISTIANS arc very regular, as well jutt, in their dealings. 

■ 'Mahommed 'kwAN beo then mtroducod; two gf the TvttKiiMAn 
clueis. Thefe were the greateft obje<as of my fear, but they were no lefs 
‘ fo 
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fo of my contempt. Their habits were very coarfe, and their counte- 
nance yet more hard and ill-favoured. They pulled off their boots, and 
t ame with naked feet on the carpet, where they were received with great 
dirtinition by the khajars, who condudted them to the feat of honour. 
Mahommed khan beo, turning towards me, faid, “ Thefe are the pil- 
lagers of countries, who low devaftation where-evcr they go: you may 
now conhder them as your merchants.” The turkumans added, 
“ You give us the merchandize of the Russians (for fo they called us) 
will you not give us the Russians alfo?” To which feveral of the 
KHAJARS replied, particularly baba sadoc, “ What can you do witli 
them?” They anfvvcred, They will do well to keep our theep.” I 
was armed in a confidence of fecurity from the promifes 1 had received 
of proteftion j but this declaration of the turkumans increafed my im- 
patience to leave the city at fome rate or other. The aflembly then con- 
fulted publicly, and without the leaf! reierve, how they fhould divide 
the Ipoil, and broke up feemingly well fatisfied witii their prize. 

The perplexity which 1 obferved in their councils, gave me very me- 
lancholy prefages of their approaching fate. I had the fatisfa<5l:ion at the 
fame time of thinking there was the Icfs danger of their conquering all 
the fouthern coaft of the Caspian, and confcquently that the English 
fadlory at ghilan might efcape falling into their hands. 

The governor of the next province of mazanderan had been in con- 
federacy with them; but upon their inviting him to take arms, he re-, 
turned for anfwer, “ That they might flcep in the bed which they had 
“ made.” My great anxiety was in what manner I fliould get out of their 
bands. I was firmly of opinion, that their reign could be only for a few 
weeks; and that either the city would be befieged by the shah’s forces, 
and the inhabitants put to the fword, or the rebels would be beat in the 
field. But every way I faw danger j for if they left, the city behind them, 
they might, in their retreat to the deferts of turKumaniA, carry us bff 
with every thing they could find : and evch if th^fucceeded, the turkU- 
MA,:^;^rty and intereft would incfcafe, and l lhould be carided a flavc into 
their barbarous country. 

’"'The. 
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The PERSIANS and khajars, who had a higher fenfe of honour and 
humanity, knew that whatever motives might induce them to rebel a- 
gainft their fovereign, they had no right to rob me. Hence they expref- 
fed an anxious concern for my fecurity, and cliarged me veiy ftridUy to 
conceal myfelf as much as pbffible from the Turkomans. Mahommed 
HASS AN himfelf feemed dellrous to fave us from any further misfor- 
tune, and promifed to grant us a paflpoi t. In times of inteftine com- 
motions the country abounds with flying parties of robbers j moreover, 
the peafants of mazanderan were cxpefted to be in arms; fb that 
HAHDGEE MYRZA MAHOMMED, into whofe hands neceflity had obliged 
me to throw myfelf, reprefented the great hazard we fhould be expofed 
to in attempting to return to ghilan ; for which rcafon he reconimend- 
cd our retiring to fome fecret place in the neighbouring mountains, where 
the PERSIANS, upon fuch occalions, frequently conceal themfelves. I 
had no fufpicion of his being fuch a villain as to have a defign againft 
my life ; however, I had no Opinion of liis propolal, and rather chole to 
go openly out of the city with fuch a guard as I could procure. In this 
I was oppofed by my interpreter, and all my fervants, alledging if I in- 
fitted on putting our efcape to any fuch ittlie, they would not attend me. 
With regard to them, I was in the fame circumflances as a matter in 
refpedt to his mariners after his fhip.is wrecked : but whether it was from 
their greater experience, or not, their fears ran very high. 

The 19th, My interpreter matteuse went to mahommed hassan^ 
to thank him for the protection I had received from him, and to beg the 
continuance of it. The prices of the cloth being demanded of tlie in- 
terpreter, according to the intimation he had received for that purpofe 
from the khajars, he mentioned twenty per cent more than the real 
value; that the Turkoman chiefs, who were then in mahommed 
hassan’s tent, might receive the higher impreflion of the pre&nts he 
had made them. Th'cfe tartar allies having now received the price 
of their friendihip, and expeCUng little more than the event of a battle, 
began to murtnur and talk of returning to their deferts. This conduct 
might naturally be expe^ed of thofe who came only as dogs to a bone, 
VoL. I. C c and 
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and have much lefs fidelity than is ufually found in that animal. Seve- 
ral of the common turkumans intruded themfelvcs into my houfe, 
pretending a curiofity to lee us j but as I afterwards learnt, their real in- 
tention was to confult by what means they might carry us off. 

Fear now taking place of tumultuous joy, the gates of the city were 
ordered to be fliut, and no perfon to pafs in or out without the knowledge 
of MAHOMMED HASSAM J fo that they already feemcd to repent of their 
conduct. In the evening I firft obferved the comet which appeared at 
this time in the heavens, and was now a little to the ibuth-weft of my 
habitation. 

The 2oth, Sajdoc aga declared that in a day or two he intended to 
make incuriions into mazanderan, which was alfo ripe for a revolt; 
but the inhabitants of that province had too mean an opinion of the as- 
TRABAD chiefs, to declare in their favour. Haiidgee myrza ma- 
HOMMED, who liad hitherto magnified the difficulties of my efcape, now 
reprelcnted it more pradlicable. With regard to the rebellion he had pul- 
led off the mafic intirely, by the great joy he exprefled upon a report, 
that 4000 deferters from the shah’s camp were come in to their aflifl- 
ance: an event which appeared highly improbable. But fuch w'as the 
infatuation of thofe miferable people, that they greedily fwallowed down 
this news, which was one inftance of that fatal credulity, which induced 
them to take up arms. The 4000 men in fadt, proved only to be four 
ousBEG couriers, whom the shah had fent to khieva for recruits,* 
and were now in their way thither. Thefe men boldly reported that the 
shah had a great army not far from ghiean. 

The TURKU MANS were already exceeding clamorous, pretending that 
they had been promifed the value of 40,000 crowns in cloth, and a con- 
fiderable fum of money, which they affirmed they had not received in 
any fuch proportion, notwithftanding the shah"s treafure of 17,000 
crowns had been at length difbovered. Upon this feveral quarrels enfu- 
ed, in which one of the turku mans was cut to pieces, this induced a 
Wi^derable body of them to retire from the camp. In the interim a cer- 
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tain woman, in arl cnthufiaftit, and indeed prophetic rage, ran about 
the ftreets beating her breaft, and tearing her hair ; iitying, now for 
** this T- dof a kwan% will this poor city be put to the fword!” 

Mahommed khan beg was very inquifitive when I intended to fet 
out on my journey to GHiL AN. This gave me fome uneafinefs > for the 
treatment I had received from him, and the great encomiums he had be- 
ftowed on the turkuman chiefs, made me fufpedh, that he would not 
fcruple to point out to them by what means tltey might carry us off, 
lince they could not obtain us by tJie general confent of the khajars. 

On the 2 1 ft, The news of the plunder brought an additional rein- 
forcement of one hundred Turkomans to the rebel-camp, who from an 
impatient defire each had of being the firft in paying his refpe^fcs to ma- 
hommed hassan, created fome difturbancc. In the mean while, as they 
before challenged us in relation to our fttith as Christians, we were 
now reprefented by fome fuperftitious or malicious perfons, as men who 
did not believe in the fupreme being; and indeed I was apprehenfive that 
they meant to draw from this principle a rcafon for dilpofing of us in what 
manner they pleafed, without the violation of any divine law. This was 
an opinion of a dangerous tendency, but too grofs to be fwallowed by 
the wil’er part of them. The rebels had already taken our tartar boy, 
and detained him for fome time : this increafed the panic of the reft 
of my fervants, who at length refolvcd to lharc my fortune in getting out 
of the town. I was the more impatient to fee myfclf free of all impedi- 
ment, as I determined to leek the shah, and appeal to him for juftice ; 
though I dared not at that time to talk of any fuch matter. 

The 2 2d, My interpreter delivered to mahommed hassan a regular 
account of the real value of the goods ; and the better to carry on the 
farce, defired a bill of him foi* the amount j which he accordingly gave. 
After we had engaged the hahdgee to provide us ten of his armed vil- 
lagers as a guard, and agreed for horfes to carry we determined to le.ivc 
the town the next day a little before fun-rifing. 

* Meaning m a « o m m k d h a s s a r the rcbcl-chief 
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The author arrives at balfrush, and joins a party of the shahV forces-, 
he is obliged to leave his interpreter and fervants at balfrush. ‘‘Ihe fe- 
ver al adventures vehich bejel him in retiring hejore the turkuman 
TARTARS. 

I T was not till the 24th of January that we took our leave of as- 
TRABAD, under the convoy of the hahdoek, his brother, his two 
fons, and about twenty armed villagers. Juft W’ithout the gates we met 
a party of 50 perfons gallantly drefled, well mounted' and armed, who 
were come from mazanderan to join the rebels : I could not 
but confider them as fo many victims to their own folly and raftincfs. 
We carried with us all our baggage, and even our arms, and arrived fafe 
after a day’s journey at koordiemalla, a village belonging to the 
HAHDGEE. His brother, whole, charadler was not the moft amiable, 
would have conduifted us to his houfe in the adjacent mountain ; but 
we abfojtutely refufed to go ; in which refolution we were confirmed by 
the H^ifl^rs, who expreffed their fears of him by faying: “ God only 
“ knows of his fecret retirements.” 
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THE AyTHGR’s ADVENTURE,, 

ft was iny intention to have refrefljed myfelf aj^ hdrf<»^^,j^^ 
have plrciceeded by the moft fccret roads without t^ing 'iip my" 
with thfi hahdoee, cfpecially as I knew that sadpc AGA*wa^;|l 
day to make an incnrfion intp mazanderan with a 
by tlie common rout. The hahdgee had otherwife' - "^1^^ 

imagined I was yet poflefled of fonie things of value, j®d 
conliftent with his to fuffer me to carry them 

countenance, att^ of the letter of the law, 

to be a true i for his pretence to a rhore than comi 

was bulll^e.^i^teri Virtde. He had 

into his declare, that he woaild hi 

hvcr for oUr'fafety'' .a’2fth'g%.'j^ and th,.t the .cgrriers, vv'hW-'^^e 

under his jurifdii'tion, fliould not proceed with us, unlcfs I left my bag- 
gage with him. He mentioned at the fame time a filvcr-mountcd bridle, 
iume gold fluff, [)late, and otlier things, which he fuppofed were yet in 
my p- 'lTeirion. I reprefented to him my impatience to proceed, and tliat 
I would run all hazards; but lie replied with a treacherous fmilc, “ voir 
ARK vi'R\' wrsK.” "rhis crafty oUl man, wliofe pci lid ioufnefs was ex- 
ceeded by nothing but his liypocrify, determined to play a cunning game. 
If the rebellion fuccccded, he would make a prize of my baggage j and if 
it did not fuccced, he would plead his loyalty by preferving it I'or me, 
under the pretence of affording protedtion to a perfon, of wliofe circum- 
flanccs he knew very well the shah mud be minutely acquainted, if I 
,cfcapcd with my life. To prove a man to be a villain by pulling off the 
mafk, in which he thinks hinifelf difguifed, oftentimes makes him fuch 
in a more defperate degree j fo that I was afraid to reproach him, left I 
fhould bring on a worfe evil tlian tlie lofs of my baggage j for he pre- 
tended all the while to be highly interefted for my fafety. I faw myfelf 
entirely at his mercy, and was apprehenlive if I had taken my baggage 
from his houfe, I fliould not be able to keep it long from other thieves, 
who might not be fo civil in their manners as this courtly robber. The 
HAHDGEE having entertained us handfomely at ftipper, I retired to my 
apartment, where I determined to p^y the game which he had taught 
me, though upon very dijfferent principles, I cut off the filver from my 

bridle. 
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bridle, with the trimmings from my deaths, and alfo concealed what little 
plate I had. Not knowing how to dilpofe of foriie yards of rich filk 
which I had brought off from^ASTRABAD, without a fufpicion of hav- 
ing concealed things of value, I now' delivered it to my fervant, who 
wrapped it round his body. Thus hiding every thing that was portable in 
a fmall compafs, I fealed up the remainder. 

Early the next morning I delivered the grofs of my baggage to the 
HAHDGEE, who was vciy deflfous to know why I fealed it up. I told 
him finiling, “ It is ufual among Europeans, when they leave any 
“ thing in the cuflody of a friend, to ufe this method.” I then defil- 
ed he would refi;ore me my money which remained in his hands, “ other- 
wife, after all his friendship,. I mud perifh on my journey;” for 
though die knew mod of my affairs, yet he was ignorant that I had faved 
any money. The funi due from the hahdgee was about 150 crowns, as 
already mentioned, of which he had the charity to pay me about lixty, 
twenty of whicli was in bad money; and to make up for the inconve- 
nience he fuffered in this charitable payment, he robbed me of the 
only horfc I had, not belonging to the carriers ; at Icaft the horfe was not 
to be found the next morning, and I went away without him. 

We advanced through by-paths about 20 English miles, without any 
apparent danger ; f .t the few peafants whom vve faw at different times, 
ran from us into the woods, taking us for enemies ; and that night we lay 
in the open fields. The 26th, After travelling over ditches, and through* 
pathlefs woods, we arrived at a ruined cottage, which was however ve- 
ry acceptable to us in our condition. The greatefl concern I liad was to 
prevent the shack alls from running away with my accoutrements: 
thefc animals, with which the w'^oods abound, are remarkably fond of 
leather : they are alfo very domeff ic, infomuch that fcvcral of them palled 
over my bed during the night. I was determmed to part with .my 
cohdudtora as foon as convenient; for they fowed rebellion where- 
ever they went. The little children in the villages, taking us for tar- 
tars, called out turkumanje;” as if they meant to receive us as 
fheir dbltverers. The people every where complained aloud, that the 

SHAH 
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SHAH had reduced them to the extremeft mifery ®. We pafled by the 
ruins of the palace at farabad, once famous for the refidence of the 
PERSIAN kings. This city having been often plundered by the turku- 
MANS, is now abandoned; there being only a few Persian and Arme- 
nian inhabitants. From hence we pafled to a little village upon a lake, 
where feveral peafants fupport themfelves by catching wild ducks. They 
go in boats during the night, near the marfhy banks, which are covered 
will rulhes, and carry great lights on the flern ; then ringing a number of 
fmall bells, the birds are confounded, and fly into their very hands. 

The carriers had engaged to condud: us to balfrusii, the capital of 
MAZANDERAN, whicli was yet about 20 miles diftant ; but hearing that 
MAHOMMEi) KHAN, thc admiral of the fea-coafts, was levying forces 
to oppoCe thc astuabad rebels, they would not proceed with me any 
farther. I wiis in a country furrounded by marflies, where no horfes, nor 
any other cattle were to be had, and therefore defired they would at Icaft: 
condudl me to fome place where we could procure horfes ; but this they 
alfo refufed, allcdging, that as we were near the fea, we might go by 
water. Accoi dingly, the 27th in the morning, they conduded us to a 
poor fifliernian’s hut oji the fea-coaft ; he had a canoe, which was very 
leaky, and too fmall for fix perfons ; belidcs, it could be navigated only 
with oars near the fliore, where the furf ran fo high, that I had no con- 
ception how it was pofilble for fuch a boat to convey us 20 miles. I 
therefore repeated my inflances to the carriers, that they would either find 
*me horfes according to their engagement, or at leafl: carry me where I 

* Mr. OTTER of the academy of p.ar is, who travelled in Persia a few years before this time, men- 
tions a remarkable f^'cech which m.^.dc him by a poor peafant, when he qucilioncd him why he 
did not cloath hts daughter better. “ You,” fays thc peafant, afk this queflion much at your cafe; 
but I fancy you do not know nadir shah, Inftead cf tldnking of our cloaths, it is well if we 
can get a morfel of bread : Arc we not obliged to fell all we have to End him money, and prevent 
our being baffonaded to death ? They now demand of me three tomans (30 crowns) I know not 
where to get them; My cattle, my ilocks, and my moveables are already carried off by the shah's 
colledlors (mo hassils.) 1 have only two or three (beep left, whofe milk ferves to nouriih me, 
and this poor girl, whom I would gladly fell, even to a foreigner, if I could get for her the fura they 
demand of me : (he can never be in a worfe condition than ftic is here, erpecially if flic ihould have 
** thc misfortMfie to lofe me> which mull infallibly happen^ If I am not in a condition to pay this 
jnoiicy,’^ 

could 
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could procure them. They treated my demand with contempt j which 
obliged me to threaten them to ufe force : upon this two of them, being 
armed with match- locks, lighted their matches : two had bows and ar- 
rows j and all of them, being lix in number, had fabres } they alfo put them- 
felves in a pofture of defence. I colledted my company, among whom 
w^ere four mufkets, a blunderbufs, and a pair of piftols j but I could hard- 
ly depend on more than two of my fervants. In this lituation we parleyed 
for fome time, till at length 1 fubmitted to run the riik of being drown- 
ed j rather than engage in a fray, where I might have more probably 
ended my life, but could not poflibly obtain any honour or advan- 
tage, except the precarious ufe of horfes, through a country entirety un- 
known to us. Trufting therefore to providence, we embarked in 
the canoe. We made our way with paddles along the fliore, in four 
or five feet water, within banks of fand, fo that we had breakers 
on both fides of us. Had the wind come from the nortli, it would 
have been impoffible for the canoe to live; but gentle breezes from the 
call, with the Ikilfulnefs of our boatman in this fort of navigation, brought 
us fafe to Mr:scHEDizAR. On the 28th, I learnt that the governor of this 
province (mazanderan) had colledted a thoufand men to make head 
againft the rebels ; but their unwillingnefs to fight, from their difaffec- 
tion to the government, had induced them to feparate ; the governor 
himfelf had alfo retired. However the admiral mahommed khan 
was there endeavouring by all means to colledl a body of forces : Shah- 
vfiRDiE BEG, a colonel in the marine, was alfo with him. I fent an* 
ARMENIAN fcrvant to inform them of my arrival, and to beg their pro- 
tection } on which shahverdie beg fent me a horfe handfomely capari- 
foned, and four mules for my fervants. The 30th, We came to bal- 
erush, where I had the fatisfaClion to learn the opinion of the Persian 
.merchants, that the shah would make good my lofs. Mahommed 
KHAN congratulated me on my arrival in his jurifdi<ftion out of the hands 
of the rebels, and told me that I was happy in having efcaped with my 
lifc j that he was himfelf under very melancholy circumllances, having 
•only a fmall number of forces to oppofe the rebels ; and that he wilhed 
he in GHILAN } but could not return thither, for fear of the king’s 
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tlifplcafure. He recommended to me to continue my rout by water, other- 
wife I muft be expofed again to the rebels in a dcfcncelefs city. I had 
no inclination for any more fuch voyages, in wliich, witli every puff of 
wind, I muft be expofed to be drowned, or driven, without any of the 
neceffiries of life, upon a wild and friendlefs ihore. However, to gratify 
the admiral, who knew lefs of the water than many children of five years 
of age, I made enquiry if it was pradlicable; and found that the inhabi- 
tants of MEscHEDizAR being afraid of the turkumans, had deferted 
the place the day I left it, and that it would be to no purpole to return 
thither. 

Matteuse, my interpreter, was much diflrefted with fatigue and 
fear, and inflcad of affifling me with his council, talked of retiring to a 
mouaflcry, w'hich he thought would he more proper for his age and turn 
of miiul, than fuch perilous wanderings j and reibived at the fame time to 
remain in HxVlfrush. His incapacity of keeping pace on the road, and 
ills jcaloufy that I did not confide in him, made his company irklbme, 
thougli he tvas a very good old man. 

Tlie 3tfl, Sadoc aga having now advanced at the licad of a party 
of TURKOMANS within a few miles of this city; maiiommeu khax 
went out to reconnoitre his utuation. The khan had with him only about 
8o men, and though thele were well mounted and armed, they were too 
few to come to a(51;ion, had his courage difpofed him to it: nor had the 
•TURKOMANS, Gil the Other hand, Iialf fo grerT an inclination to fight 
as to plunder. Indeed the gallant figure v. Inch this party made, in- 
duced me to hope they would not put it to the ifiiie of an unequal en- 
gagement. On die khan’s return to the city, I waited on him, to thank 
him for the advice he had given me ; but that it was not praifticable to 
follow it; MF.SCHEDIZAR being dtfcitcd by the inhabitants ; therefore I 
defired a fupply of horfes for myfelf and fervants. He now feemed 
cold and indifferent to my application j though, in general terms, he full pro- 
mifed I fhould have them, but without faying what number, or when : he 
complained at the fame time, that he did not know but to-morrow might 
VoL. I. D d be 
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be his laH: ; as he was neither in a condition to fight, nor, for fear of his 
mafter’s dilpleafure, dared to retire. 

February the ift, I fent a melliigc to the khan to remind him of his 
proiniie j and he afiiired my interpreter, that he would take care of us j 
but did not yet give any orders lor horles or mules. The tartars were 
every hour expected in the city the Ihops were lliut, and every counte- 
nance full of diftradlion. I rcfolved therefore to depend no longer on the 
promifes of the khan ; but endeavoured to find horfes, mules, or even 
alTes, where-ever I could procure them, intending to venture with my 
fervants, if I could get no other company : but I found it impofiible to 
hire any beaft of burthen j for the greatefi: part of the people had fled with 
their moft valuable effects, and others were preparing to follow their exam- 
ple. The weather was very rainy, fo that neither the match- locks, nor eve.n 
the fire-locks of the Persians could be of any great ufe to them againfl; 
the bows and arrows of the tartars. Under thele circumltances I had 
nothing to do, but prepare to receive my conquerors the fcconc time, or to 
walk off by myfelf unattended ; aud of thefe alternatives 1 chofc the former. 
The next day mahommed khan, as if he meant to infult me, fent a 
horfe extremely poor in flefii, and mortally diflempered. I was fomc 
time in doubt whether I lliould accept of him or not > but at length I 
took my leave of my interpreter and fervants, offering them what money 
they thould have occafion for ; and leaving with them the rebels paflporf; 
I recommended them to providence. , 

The tartars were already entering one gate, when I went out at 
the other. I fell in with a party who condudfed the baggage of ma- 
KOMMED KHAN, and himfclf with his few forces foon follow'ed; but it 
was not poflible for me to keep pace with them.,; The tartar boy 
followed me on foot ; but he foon fired, and entreated me moil earneil- 
!y to take him up behind me. Before we ha;i gdt fix miles the horfe’s 
hind- quarters gave way, and he fat upon his tail like a dog, fb that \vc 
were both obliged to dlfmount. I now began to wifii myfelf in the caity 
again, hardly knowing v hat method to purfuc : I had wrapped my bdt*» 
dy round with foft Persian iaihes, that I might be defended as much pof- 
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fible againft the injuries of the weather at this {eafon, which is generally fe- 
vere in thefe parts; fo that I was but in a bad coiiditioji for walking. I had 
no gui le, and under flood but few words of the language ; however with 
the afliftance of the tartar boy, who fpokc Turkish and russ, I 
found my way to the fea-coaft. 1 had with me a blundcrbufs and a pair 
of pillols, i'ltending to keep on my guard, 'ilie pcalants generally enter- 
tain an opinion that Europeans have fomctlung valuable about them; 
and this was my cafe, for I ftill retained the greatefl part of the money 
I had concealed : and it now feemed ncccdary todifguiic myfelf in the bell 
manner I could. My cloaths ^vcrc already very mean ; and the better to de- 
ceive an)'' robbers, I fet the boy on the horfe, which I led by the bridle, 
as he was yet able to creep along with a fmall weight. There were fe- 
veral rivers to pals, at which I had the good fortune to find ferries, and 
pleading poverty I pafied gratis. In this manner 1 continued my journey 
for about ten ENGLISH miles, perplexed, and extremely harralfed. At 
length the khan’s company, to my great joy, having halted, I got up 
with them, and procured Ihcltcr from the weather, with a mat to lay on. 
By this time Mr. hogg •* and my Russian menial fervant came up with 
me, having had better fortune than myfelf ; for the khan had procured 
them a conveyance on horfeback in company with his own fervants. 

Early the next day I fent to the Kii an, to acquaint him that it was im- 
pofliblc to proceed on the horfe which he had fent me : he then ordered 
others, for which he demanded more than five times the value. As I knew 

I ’ 

by experience that the poiTeflion of them mud be precarious ; and finding a 
perfon, who oftered to fupply us with better hoi fes for hire, I declined 
the khan’s infulting offer. We proceeded a ihort tlay’s journey to a little 
village on the fea-coafi, where we halted, and I was again deprived of my 
horfe. The khan now made a feint, as if he intended to Hop the pro- 
grefs of the rebels, who were already advanced in purfuit of him as far 
as AMUL : obferving the beauty of my pillols, which were mount- 
ed with lilver, he defired the loan of them, allcdging that lie w?.s go- 
ing on a party to reconnoitre the rebels. I begged his acceptance of them, 
reminding him at the fame time, that neither ntyfcif, nor the three per- 

My clerk mentioned in page 83* 
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Ions who were yet with me, had any carriage but what depended on 
accident, aiul the charity of the foldicrs : upon this he again afiured me, 
through the iittle taktar interpreter, he would take care of us. Af- 
terafew' hours abfcncc he returned in fomc confufion, and ordered all the 
av'^enues in the woods to be guarded to prevent a furprize, a body of re- 
bels being then very near. I had not then eaten any thing for near 40 hours 
except a few parched peak*, fo that I was obliged to beg what i dared not,, 
and indeed could not buy, but shahverdie beg relieved me. 

All the men and baggage being collcdted within the w-alls of the vi- 
zir’s houfe, where the KHAN was lodged; I concluded they either in- 
tended a fecret light, or to defend thcrnfelvcs within thofc walls in cafe 
of an attack. I accordingly joined them, and repeated my indances for 
horfes whenever they Ihould march; on which the khan bid me not be 
uneafy, and promifed that he vvould not leave any of us behind. Wlten 
night came on, they began their march, and I had the mortilicatlon to 
find that every thing, even to the leail valuable baggage, was carried off, 
great part on veiy good horfes; while myieif, Mr. iiogo, my Russian 
fervant, and the little boy, were left alone. My eyes w’cre now opened, 
and it Jeerned apparent, that the khan meant to make a facrifice. of us, 
and that we fiiould be fafer in the hands of the tartars than in his ; 
nor was I without many fclf- reproaches, for my refufal to buy the bad 
horfes which the khan had olfered me, tliough his demands were info- 
lent and opprefiive : but I had no experience of fuch a neceflity, nor wa.s I 
accudomed to fervilc compiiajices, fo that I was eafily betrayed into tin's' 
miftake. I thought indeed the prefent of 60 crowns value in the pi- 
fiols was fuiticicnt to procure the loan of u few bad horfes for 3 or 4 day^, 
even upon the narrow principle of gain ; but where generollty is a firan- 
ger, gratitude has fcklcm aiw admittance. Trull ing to the goodnefj of 
providence I v/as determined to follow the khan, and try if any means 
yet remained to procure fbme kind of conveyance,* I had not ftrength to 
walk tar, and the re was a deep water to pafs before we could reach the 
fea-fliore. Here we had the good fortune to find a ferry, and having 
paffed the river we came into a wood, where the road was deep and 
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marfliy. It rained hard, and the night was very dark j but the baggage- 
horfes being heavy laden, moved very llowly, Co that I was enabled to 
keep up with them. Under thcfe painful circumftances I walked for 
near four miles ; being quite jaded, and finding no other expedient, I de- 
termined to fcize the bridle of the horfe on which the khan himlelf was 
mounted, and try if the word shah had any magic to bring him to that 
fenfe of duty, wiiich neither his promife, nor tlic dilates of humanity, 
had yet obtained. Having colledlcd fomc broken words, and the copy 
of the SM All’s decree’*, which I had in my pocket, I advanced, towards 
the tcHAN, and calling him by his name, he halted. My fituation plead- 
etl its own caufe witlioiit the aflidiance of many words, and he imme- 
diately ordered ills, vizir to take me up behind him. 

Being tlrus mounted we M'ent ilowly for iome miles, till the khan or- 
dered a horre loaded with baggage to be delivered to me, for which I 
was to jiay crowns. It was too dark to difeover if it was a horfe, or 
any otlier animal : I founil that I was obliged to pay a very exorbi- 
tant {’-rice for a {•'recarious reiief, but I confented, as I now fliould liave 
done, if he had alked 500- One of the condutitors of the baggage had 
compalTion on tiie TAiri AR lioy, anil took him u{). As for Mr. i-iociG 
and the Russian ierv.-nv, tlicy i.iad hitherto llrength to walk j but at 
length Mr. hogg complained to inc, that he was not able to move any 
farther, and begged I wouUl relieve him with the ufe of my horfe, to 
which I confented j but I was loon reduced, to the alternative of difmounting 
my fellow-traveller, or being ivft on tlie lliorc. From that time I faw no 
more of Mr. hoog till fomc days after my arrival in ghilan. 

The apprehenfions which tlie ktian had conceived of the Turko- 
mans carried him on from liven in the evening, till the fame hour the 
next morning ; when after a ihort refrelhment, we continued our march 
till four in the cveming. The darkncls of the night had been en- 
creafed by continual rain, wiiilli the wind, and the beating of the vv.ives 
on the fliore, together with the apprchenlions ot a favage enemy, added 
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horror to the fccne. Thefe circumftanccs rendered my fituation not 
eafy to be underftood, except by thofe who have fufFered the leverities of' a 
winter-campaign without any of the necelTaries of life : but inexperience of 
fuch kind of trials adds fome weight to them. I was more than once 
overcome with deep, and left alone, ftill it was my good fortune to get 
up with my company; for our march was often interrupted by the rive:s, 
which at this time were hardly fordable. 

The 4th, Wc received intelligence that a body of tartars had been 
atthehoufe which w^e left the night before. The fears of maiiommed 
KHAN' magnified his danger, inlbmuch that every flirub appeared to him as 
a party of the cnenry : and during the night he often drew up his men in 
order of battle, tnd obliged them to keep their matches lighted. This 
morning the advanced guard gav'e the alarm, as if they had difeovered a 
body of armed turku.mans polled in a wood by which wc muff pafs, 
the fca beijig on tlie oppofite fide. The khan immediately changed his 
cloatJis, and preparing for battle, gave orders to fire in upon them. When 
I crane up, I found five miferable wretches weltering in their blood, and 
expiring with the wounds they had received. This formidable enemy 
proved to be only a party of 20 unarmed Afghans, who were going to 
N/tDiR’s camp as recruits. The next day and night we travelled 20 
hours, and at length halted at a village to rcfrelh ourfelves, where an odd 
adventure happened to me. 1 had hired a barber to (have me, who be- 
ing quefiioned if he knew that I was a Christian, and confequently 
unclean, left me in the midft of his work. I could hardly forbear laugh- 
ing at the figure I made upon this occafion ; at the fame time I refleded 
on the folly of the man, or rather of his religion. He was indeed right 
in one fenfe ; for my deaths were very dirty, not having been off my 
back for thirteen days. I was now obliged to forget that tendernefs which 
,my conftitution feemed to require; and lay on tlie bare earth, though fomc- 
times I had the fortune to procure a little Jftraw. 

The inroads of the Caspian, and the torrents from the mountains, 
;liad»fermed imny rivers and channels of water, fome of which were hard- 
4y paflable.The north- wind alfo made fo great a furge on the (bore where 
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we were obliged to pafs, that many horles belonging to our company were 
thrown down by its violence, and their riders in danger of being drowned. 
I’he 6th, I obtained a difcharge of the baggage under which my horfe la- 
boured : but I found him fo weak on his legs, that I chole rather to trull 
to my own in palling thefe channels, where I feldom efcaped without being 
wet to the middle. In the evening we arrived at espuchin, a little village 
on the fea-fliore, where by the kindnefs of shahverdie beg I procured 
fonie refrcfhmcnts. I v/as foon informed that the khan was preparing 
to march, v/hich hirprizcd me very much, as there had been no tiqie to 
reft his cavalry : but the ill imprefllons which I had received of him, in- 
duced me to go immediately in fcarch of intelligence. The village was 
fituated in a wood ver)’^ marthy, and abounding in ditches, and the houfes 
icattered in a wild irregular manner. I Intended to go where the khan 
was lodged, but night coming on fuddcnly, I knew not which way to 
take, or how to recover my own lodgings ; fo that I wandered a confi- 
derable time through ditches and bogs. After being extremely fatigued 
and perplexed, I difeovered a li^ht, and made to it. Here I found one of 
the AFGHANS, whole companions I mentioned to have been murdered 
on the fea-fliore : lie had fome women with liim, and was preparing for 
flight: my figure lurprized him, and he made a fliow of defence; but 
wr.cn he ievirnt that my buiinels was only to find AiAiioMxtEn khan, 
he directed me to him. I would now have gladly cleaned myfelf, but that 
was impofllble : the khan feemed extremely furprizcvl, and I could 
not explain to him the rcafon of fo extraordinary a vifu ; but defired to be 
condudfed to my own lodging. The moll ftupid and ungenerous have their 
fits of benevolence. I was agreeably furpi ized to fee viduals let before me, 
with water to wafh myfeif, and a pan oi charcoals to warm me. As far as 1 
coultl dilcover from geftures,and a few words, the khan reprefentedMr. el- 
ton’s condudl and mine as very extravagant, in attempting to traufport our 
merchandize through astrabad to mksched, and exprcflcd a great fen- 
fibility of the danger his own perfon had been expofed to in confequence 
of the rebellion. At length 1 was conduded to my lodging, where I 
found my RUSSIAN fervant, wiio had fupported himlelf veiy well under 
his fatigue, and was extremely faithful to me : he was under the ut- 
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nioll anxiety on my account, having in vain fearched after me for feme 
hours. 

The 7th, After a forced march the khan, thinking himfelf out of 
danger, gave his women in charge of shati verdie beg, and went to 
to TUNiCABUNE, where he pretended he would dop the progreis of tlie 
rebels. But the truth was, sadoc aga, with his Turkomans, proceed- 
ed no farther in queft of us ; for the news of a powerful diverfion, with 
which the main body of the rebels W'erc threatened in khorasan, in- 
duced him to return back. Shahvekdie beg being now detached from 
the KHAN, treated me with the greater civility; but having no conve- 
niences of life with him more than what related to his own perfon, he 
xould not aflift me with any thing but provifions. 

It is not the cuftom in travelling in Persi a for any man to come near 
the women, except their lord or his fervants : but the circumfhinces we 
had been in, prevented a Ici-upulous regard to this diilinflion, and I had 
once die office, not the moll: dignified ill Persia, of guarding the wo- 
men. My RUSSIAN fervant had yet preferved my blundcrbufs, which 
appeared very formidable to the Persians ; for I w'as fcveral times aficv-^d, 
“ if it carried a ball as big as the bore.” Thofe females who arc purcliafa'olc 
like otlier animals, and change their mailer us often as their cl oaths, are 
but ill entitled to a defence that may endanger one’s life; though there are 
others of the fex for whom one would dare to die. The roads through the 
woods were very marlhy, whilfi: the land on the lliore, and the trees which* 
the fea had wallied down, rendered travelling very difagrecable ; but the 
temperate quality of the air was extremely refrelhing. I now firft obferved 
the delightful fituation of many recedes in the mountains, where they have 
plenty of delicious running water, with a profufion of vines, ofange, and 
lemon trees. 

The 10th, We had pafled through the whole * province of mazan- 
DERAN, great part of it in the night, and confequently with very little 
opportunity of obfervation, had my mind been enough compofed for it. 
In three and tw'enty days, fmee the city of astrabad was taken by the 
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rebels, I had not enjoyed an hour of fecurity, or unbroken lleep. We 
were drawing near to langarood, whence I had departed about feven 
weeks before, and was now as dehrous to fee it again, as if it had been 
my proper home. Mr. elton having been informed that I was on the 
road, fent Mr. loftus his interpreter, with a fervant, and one of his beft 
horfes, to meet me. I was much furprized to find, that the news of the 
ASTRABAD rcbclUon had not reached Mr. elton above two days, though 
the diftance does not much exceed 200 miles : but there is no civilized 
country, if Persia may be called fuch, where there is fo little communi- 
cation, or more irregular intelligence. 

I took my leave of shahverdie beg, and returned him my fincereft 
thanks for the kindnefs he had fliewn me, to which my prefervation was 
in a great degree ow'ing ; it was therefure the greater concern to me to 
Jiear, that the character he bore was not much fuperior to that of ma- 
hommed khan. The shah, not long before this time, had given shah- 
vERDiE beg direitions about the execution of a certain bufinefs, and 
ordered him at the fame time to be baftinadoed. The king then alTted 
him ; “ Do you know why you have been beaten ?” He anfwercd in the 
negative: “ It is,” fays the shah, “ that in remembring the blows, you 
“ may remember alfo the charge I have given you j and without which 
“ I am fure you would have forgotten it.” Extraordinary as this conducb 
may appear, it w'as an inftance of nadir’s fagacity, according to the 
^principles by which he w'as generally diredled. For shahverdie beg, 
though my friend, was a thoughtlefs, vain fellow, w'hofe affinity with 
fome great men in the camp, had been the only means of faving him 
more than once from much feverer pimilhmcnts. I related to Mr. lof- 
tus the tre.itment I had received from mahommed khan, and foon 
difeovered that Mr elton and the khan were not friends. The lat- 
ter was envious of Mr. elton’s growing power with the shah, and in- 
ftead of forwarding, fought to obftriuft the new defign of building fhips 
on the CASPIAN j and knowing the relation I ha;l to Mr. elton, he had 
adlcd, as the reader may judge, as if he was very indifferent about my pre- 
fervation. . 

VoL. I. - E c 
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C H A P. xxxin. 

I'he author is kindly received hy Mr. el ton. He refohes to go in fiarcbrf 
the SHAH } andin the •way is received h ahdgee zamon •with great po- 
Utenefs. Charadler ^mahommed khan. State of Persia in regard to 
rebellion. manner of eatings and the nature of their beds. 

M r. ELTON received me with open arms, and congratulated me on. 

having efcaped witli my life and liberty. He feemed confident 
that the shah would do us juibice, and indeed tlic people, as I came a- 
long, were every where of that opinion, though they very much arraign- 
ed his prudence and my own for making this attempt. I had already rc- 
folved, if ncceffary, to go in fearch of the shah, who was then in 
TURKEY ; but my legs and feet were much fwelled and bruifcd, my boots 
not having been off for fixteen days : fome time was alfo neceflary to pro- 
vide myfelf frefli cloathing, not having fiived any pait of what I carried 

to ASTRABAD. 

I acquainted Mr. elton where I had left matteuse, and the other 
ARMENIAN fervant, and alfo my clerk Mr. hogg, whofe fituation I was 
very apprehenfive would expofe him to fome misfortune. Mr. elton 
immediately font fervants and horfos in queft of him, and after a few 
days he was brought home. He had overtaken mahommed khan 
near the borders of ghilan, who according to the treatment I had 
received of him, had provided Mr. hoqg a horfe, for which he was to* 
pay a confiderable price, though the beaft fell under him before be had 
advanced two miles. Mr. hogg now appeared as a man expiring in a 
lirigering confumption : he had been two days and three nights expofed 
to the cold and rain without any food or fhelter j five foveral times rob- 
bed, till they left him almoft naked, and being often in danger of his 
life, was at length relieved by the charity of fome 'monks *, whofe retreat 
in the mountains he had the good fortune to difeover. As to mat- 
teuse, and the odter ARMENIAN whom I left at bale rush, they did 

* There arc certain dervjszs, or religioct n>en among the reasi ams, who lead a reclnfe life 

' . not 
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not come home till three weeks after, lb that they efcaped thefe leverc 
hardlhips. Sadoc aga gave tliem a paflport at 13 Alfkush under his 
feaJ, the pompous ftyle of which, conlidering his circumftances, will give 
the reader an idea of oriental language, as well as of Persian folly. 

** To the vidtorious armies be it known, that mattkuse the Armenian 

“ is here. Let him not be molellcd, but live under our Ihadow.” 

The 1 2th, I received the news, thnt Mr. panton, oncof the English 
fa<l!!tors, died of a jaundice at casbin, in bis way to mesched. He was 
the fifth perfon that died fince 1740 out of fixtecn Europeans, who had 
been employed in the British Caspian trade. 

Mr. ELTON finding that he could not procure men for the lliip-yard, 
notwithftanding shahverdik beg had received the shah’s orders tofup- 
ply them j fent out a fmall party arnried with clubs to take them by force ; 
but inllead of executing their bufinels, tliey laid down their arms, and 
dcfcrted. This had irritated shaver die beg in fuch a manner, that wc 
expelled to be attacked in our turn. Being thus upon terms of enmity, 
Mr. ELTON ordered the two three pounders, which were planted before 
his door, to be loaded with cartridge Ihot ; and we all put ourfelves in 
a pollure of defence. 

As I had already been fufficiently entertained in the hoftile way, and 
Ihould not have chofen to pierce that breall to which I had been a few 
days before indebted for my prefervation, I took my leave of Mr. el ton, 
and fet out for resiid. It had rained incclTantly for fevcral days, which 
rendered the roads extremely bad, till we advanced higher into the moun- 
tain, where the foil is gravelly. Though ghil an was reputed to be 
under the lead unhappy circumflances of any province in Persia, yet 
the villages were in a very ruinous condition. From langarood to 
LAHijAN is about feven English miles: the latter being on an emi- 
nence, and dry, is efteemed the mod wholfome in the province ; for here 
the mountains open a paflage for the wind. The rains iiad filled a large 
Iix>t of ground, and formed a fquare regular piece of water, in which 
were abundance of wild fowl ; in the centre of it dood a grove upon a 

^ Shaverdis beg. 
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rlinig ground, which ferved to beautify the profpe^t, and render it as de- 
lightful as the rudenefs of the feafon would admit. Here I was received 
by HAHDGEE ZAMON, wlio was diftinguithed for his good fenfe, as well 
as autliority in that place. 

The PERSIANS, who boaflof the antiquity of their monarchy and go- 
vernment, have dill a remembrance of that learning and politenefs for 
which they have been for fo many ages diilinguilhed all over asia. Being 
ignorant of the vaft improvements that are made by tlielr neighbours 
the RUSSIANS, they confidcr thcmlclves in general as greatly fuperior to 
them ; the truth is, they fee very few but their unpoliihed merchants, 
or ruder feamen. During our perilous journey through mazanderan, 
my RUSSIAN fervant had always ilept in the lame apartment with me ; and 
now forgetting the dilfin^lion, he came into the room where we fat, and 
fell aileep. I begged the iiahdgee’s pardon, which with great politenefs 
he granted ; but not without making ibme remarks on the unpolidied 
manners of the Russians j adding however that under their govern- 
ment GHiLAN was rich, and that he believed the inhabitants would not 
think it any unhappin'efs if the Russians were again maflers of that 
province. He then complained aloud of the prefent government, re- 
fleifling on tlie meannefs of nadir’s birth, and of the perfons em- 
ployed by him ; fpeaking in favour of none of the grandees, except 
KASSIM khan, and mustapha khan. I took notice to him in 
what manner I had been treated by mahommed khan: "Youmuft, 
“ not be fiirprized,” fays he, “Mahommed khan is a very mean perfon. 

“ A few years fince he w'as fent to the river attok, to build rafts for 
“ the army, when the shah made his expedition into India. The 
“ KHAN had alfo orders to colled: provifions, which he performed to 
“ the fatlsfadion of the shah. Fie was afterwards fent to mazande- 
“ ran to colled timber to be tranfported by land a-crofs the Persian 
“ empire to gamRroon j this he performed, though at the prige of the 
“ruin of that province, of which he was afterwards made governor. 
“ There he coHeded the taxes, according to the llyle of this counU'y, ve-- 
“ ry well; that is, with the mmoft opprclliom >1 am amazed at his 

“ treat- 
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treatment of you : it is true, he is extremely avaritious ; but the protec- 
tion and even hofpitality you was entitled to upon every principle of 
“ juftice, could not have coft him any thing j and would have been high- 
ly to his reputation : however you fee how mean a foul he has." Mr. 
LOFTUs, whom Mr. ELTON had now lent me as an interpreter, then 
took notice, that fome officers and Ibldiers belonging to mahommed 
KHAN, knowing we were going to the camp, had delired him to fay no- 
thijig concerning the conduct of their general, who had behaved as ill to 
Mr. ELTON in the maritime bufinefs, as he had done to me in my dif- 
trcfs. 

It is common for men in the fulncfs of the heart to complain of the 
evils they fuffcr, even when they enjoy a large portion of good. The 
iiAHDGEE, who faw the mifcrics of his country, and had been pillaged in 
common with others, now broke out into many exclamation.s. “ I muft 
“ tonfefs,” fays he, “ our king is a man of great natural parts, and in- 
“ flexibly jufl in fomc inftances j but he a<i1:s as if he meant to ruin this 
“ poor country by the moll defpic.'ibie inllruments : lie employs only 
“ men of the lowed: birth and education. It is true, be lias cut off num- 
** hers of them for their wickednefs; but tliey are infatuated, and take no 
“ warning. The shah himfelf is in his nature cruel ; but thefc men im- 
prove on his cruelty : if they arc font to take my cap, they take my 
“ head alfo : for the diftance of the court often encourages their infolence. 

Oppreffion will make a wile man mad ; and defpair will drive people 
“ to rebellion, of which you have lately had a lad experience. When the 
farmers hear of infurreilions near them, they oftentimes refufe not on- 
ly to pay their taxes, but their rents alfo : this fometimes involves us 
“ in extreme mifery : but the greatell dillrefs of this country is owing to 
“ robbers, who bring all things into coiifufion, and thefe are the conftant 
“ attendants upon rebellions,” 

Supper being now brought in, a fervant prefented 'a bdbn of w'ater, 
and a napkin hung over his fhoulders: he went to every one in the 
company, and poured water on their hands to wafh. In the court- yard 
flood a large lamp, which was fuppUed with tallow, and in the middle of 

the 
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the room upon the floor, was one large wax-candle j which they fnuffed 
with fciflers into a tea-cup of water. A large falver in form of a tea- 
board was fet before every perfon, covered with a plate of pleo, on which 
was a fmall quantity of minced meat mixed up with fruits and fpiees. 
There were alfo plates of comfits, fcveral china- balbns of iherbets % as fweet, 
four, and other waters, with cakes of rice, and others of wheat flower, on 
which were fprinkled the feeds of poppies, and others of the like nature. 
As they efteem it an abomination to cut cither bread, or any kind of meat, 
after it is drefled, thefe cakes are made thin, that they may be eafily bro- 
ken with the hand, and their meat, which is generally mutton, or fowls, 
is fo prepared, that they divide it with their fingers. When every thing 
was fet in order before them, they cat faft, and without any ceremony, 
feeding themfelves with their fingers. It muft be confcfl'ed, that the Per- 
sians arc not very nice in their manner of eating; for they greafe their 
hands, and befmear their beards. Supper was no fooncr over, than w'arm 
water was brought to wafh, which being done, they refumed their dU- 
courie. And here it is worthy of remark, that when the oldeft man in 
the company fpeaks, though he be poor, and fet at the lower end of the 
room, they all give a fl:ri(St attention to his woids. 

Soon after fupper the company retired, and beds were taken out of 
nitches made in the wall for that purpf>fe, and laid on the carpets. They 
confiited only of two thick cotton quilts, one of which was folded double, 
and ferved as a mattrefs, and the other as a covering, with a large flat pil- 
low for the head. The Persians ufualiy fleep in their under garment 
and drawers, by which means they are Icfs fubjecl to catch cold than we 
arc, as well as much fooner drefled and undrefled. I was flruck with 
this limphcity wiiich renders- ufelcfs fo many things, that in Europe are 
thought elTcntial to the well-being of life. This is the ordinary method ; 
but their princes and great men, who indulge themfelves in a higher 
tafte, ufe fheets, arid other delicate appurtenances of a bed ; though with- 
out any of that parade which is pra(aifed in europe j nor do they crowd 
their apartments v^ith unncceffary. and fuperfluous furniture. 

; ‘ Thi$ is a FeRsiAN word, though well nnderfiood in JIVAOPC. 

The 
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The 18th, I fet forward for heshd, well fatisfied with the laft night's 
entertainnftent. I found the trees blown down, and the roads much 
broken up j the fafcines of which tliey were made, being uncovered. 
Though in general the country is marfhy, yet the bridges arc quite neglect- 
ed. It rairved inceffantly for nine hours very heavily. Pading by feveral 
plantations of mulberry-trees, and the burying-ground of fomc of my 
countrymen lately dead, I arrived the next day at reshp, where Mr. el- 
ton bad his houfe for commercial affairs. Here I was vifited by Mr. 
BROWN and Mr. wilder, the only two English gentlemen in that ci- 
ty, Mr. VAN MiERop being gone to mesched. Though there was a 
great jealouly fubfilling between Mr. brown and Mr. enton, yet I re- 
ceived great marks of friendfliip and politenefs from the former : I had 
alfo a vifit from three french miflionr' ies, of whom one profefTtd phy- 
fick, and was afterwards in great elleem with nadir shah, having cur- - 
ed him of a dangerous diforder. The shah exprefled his gratitui’e by fe- 
veral prefents of value ; but this milllonary happening unluckily to be in the 
camp when nadir was put to death ’ ; he was ftripptxi, and narrowly e- 
feaped being murdered. They were ail three fcnfible, polite men, par- 
ticularly father ee GARDE, who had been many years in PERSxA,and refided 
at ISFAHAN, when it was taken by the Afghans, and of whom I learnt 
fume particulars in relation to nadir shah. 

The 20th, I vifited ordo kouli beg, governor of the province,, 
whole ufual rclidence is in reshd. Here I had a fpecimen of Persian 
infolence, by the oppolition which, without any authority, and contra- 
ry to cuftom, a creature of mahommed khan made to my going into 
the governor’s prefence. The governor, who was an old man, received me 
with great civility, and as the cuftom of Europeans is well known in 
this province, he immediately ordered a chair to be fet for me. I ac- 
qxiaintcd him of the misfortune that had befallen me, and that I was go- 
ing to feek juftice of the shah j and therefore defired he would inform 
me where I Ihould moft probably find him. He (aid he could not give 
me any exaCt intelligence, but believed’ the' shah would be in turkey, 

* Above three years aflter this tsmtf. 
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or not far from the borders of Syria. , The apartment was full of people 
feated on n^emets' fpread round the fidcs of the room, the fervants and 
foldiers {landing in the fquare below. I took my leave of the governor, 
and paid avilitto M. bakoonin the Russian conful ; As he feemed to 
have always a defire to render the British fadlors of as little confidera- 
tion as pofilble in the eye of the Persians, he did not return my vifit in 
three days : but being diijxjfcd to cultivate a good underftanding with him, 
I fent him word, that I was forry for his indisposition > he underftood 
the reproof, and immediately came to fee me that very day, making ma- 
ny excules for his delay. 

Having provided myfelf with cloaths, bedding, and kitchen furniture, 
likevvife with tents, mules, and horfes, as well as fire-locks and fabres for 
my five attendants, the 26th I fet out on my journey. I obferv'ed on this 
occafion, that large mules are as dear here as in Portugal; one, I re- 
member, coil me 250 crowns'^: they are incomparably the moll ulc^- 
fiil animal in rocky countries, being very fine footed, and able to carry 
great burthens for long journies. Tlie country here about abounds with 
fields of rice, and plantations of mulberry-trees : feme of the mountains 
are covered with cyprus-trecs, others are naked rocks rifing upon rocks to 
a vafi; height : lawns and arable lands with fome mean villages are inter- 
fperfed in the valleys. We travelled this day to kohtune, which is about 1 8 
miles from reshd; the elders of the place being abfent,we were obliged to 
fet up in a caravanferai, which was really an old liable in ruin : from 
kohtune, for 5 or 6 englifii miles the country is marfiiy. Pafling the 
river kizilazan we afeended tlie mountains by the rahdar of nog- 
LABAR, where, having no merchandize, we pafled for a fmall acknow- 
ledgment. From thence we proceeded 22 miles to rustumabad, a ru- 
ined caravanferai, famous for having been the rendezvous of a band of 
robbers; From thence through luah 16 miles to roodbar, on the 
banks of the river kizilasan ; the country is wdll covered with olive, 
orange, and other trees, and in the neighbourhood there is alfo dry ara- 
ble land. This place lies on the declwity of a hill, from whence runs a 

« Pelts of camels hair, * Sixty-two pounds ten (hillings. * A FtasiAK toll. 
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flream of water conveyed by channels to the roots of the olive-trees, 
which the peafants cultivate with great alliduity. The heat of the wea- 
ther, though we were now in February, fatigued us extremely. 

The 28th, Wc palled the KiziLAZAN in canoes, into which we load- 
ed our baggage, and fwam over our horfes and mules j the ftream was 
fo rapid, tirat it carried fome of them near a quarter of a mile. As we 
afeended the mountains, the climate was much altered, and the wind blew 
fo hard, that we v/ere obliged to difmount, for fear of being blown down 
the precipice, for in many places die patli is not two feet wide. The 
mountain rifes deep on one fide, and the valley, in which are fome branches 
of the KizjLAZAN, is on the other. We travelled this day about 18 miles. 
Tlie day following the road was very bad ; for we were obliged to pafs 
the fame river about thirty times in two liours, as the path on different 
fidcs conduded us, while the rocks rofe perpendicular from the river k 
We came about 25 miles to a caravanferai very much ruined, where we 
thought it ncccllary to keep a ffrid watch. 

The iftof Marcli, we travelled three fa RSANCS over mountains : 
this palfige is fo extremely narrow, that part of the sh ah’s army, in paf- 
ling that way not many months before, loll feveral men and horfes, which 
tumbled down the precipices. At length wc came upon the great plain 
of CAsiiiN, which was covered three tcet deep with fiiow : a narrow 
foot-path was trodden, but our liorfes and mules often tumbled from it, 
•and plunged into thefnow; upon which occallons we were obliged to un- 
load the mules in order to recover the path. TJie refledion of the fun 
upon the fnow became fo extremely painful to my eyes, that 1 could not 
proceed on my journey without great difficulty. The little villages upon 
this plain are built fo, that half the lioufes arc under the furface of the 
.earth, and the tops of them formed into a cone, for the conveniency of 
carrying off the fnow. We arrived that evening to a little village near aoa- 
baba, where vve were obliged to take up with a ruined ftable, and alfo 
to keep watch all night. The day following wc fet out fome time be- 

^ This place is fuppofed to be the fauces hyrc ami Ai, t i z miles 
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fore fun-rifcj as well to avbid the danger of being blinded by the reflection 
of the fun-beams, as to enjoy the benefit of a firmer road. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

Defeription of the city of casein, and of the palace built by nadir shah. 
Converjation nvitb a Persian merchant with regard to the trade of Per- 
sia. Further conn: erfat ion with the fame merchant concerning the calu’^ 
mitous conditioti of Persia. 

B eing arrived at casein, I paid my compliments to hahdgee 
AHDULCR iM, the greateft merchant in the place. He provided me 
with a good houfc near his own, and told me that I mud: fubmit to llay 
feme time in that city, as it was impollible to proceed on my journey on 
account of the fnowj adding that 8co apghans were in the city, who 
had been for fbme time prevented from continuing their march to the 
camp! and that for the fame reafon 50 camels loaden with rice for the 
ule of the shah’s army, had been obliged to return after one day’s jour- 
ney. Several couriers arrived, fome of whom had their eyes fo injured 
by the reflection of the fun on the fnow, that tliey could not fee at all. 
The HAHDGEE obfcrved further, that they mufl: fubmit to this inconve- 
nience, for the plenty of their harveft depended in a great mcafurc on the 
fnow. The Iiouies here are for the moft part below the furface of the 
earth, as are many of the gardens joining to them, to obtain the conve-* 
nience of water, which is brought to them from a confiderable diflance 
in channels ; for as we ufually bring water up to our houfes, they level 
their houfes to the water, which however are not the lefs agreeable in hot 
weather ; they are generally built witli fun- dried bricks, and their ce- 
ment is a flrong lime : the roofs are flat, fo that it is cafy and familiar to 
fleep on the honlfe-tops Thefe liuildings are enclofcd with a mud-wall ; 
they confift of two divifions, the outer flands in a large area, and confifts 
of a /pacious room one fide of which is open, and fupported with pil- 
hu'S. In thefe they difpatch their bufinefs, and alio eat, when they do 
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not retire to the women's apartment. There are nitches in the wall, wliich 
anfwer the purpofe of tables : the floors are covered with large worfted 
carpets ; atid on the fides of the room are felts about a yard broad, and are 
generally two or three yards long j thcfe are called n/emets, as already 
mentioned, and arc made either with wool, or camels hair, and being very 
thick and foft, arc ufed for fitting upon. In the wings of this apartment 
tliere are fmaller rooms for lodging : and in the fame yard are apartments 
for the fervants, and alfo their ftables. On the l)ack part of tliis building is 
anodier, likewile enclofcd by a w^all ; which, for the fake of privacy, is ge- 
nerally entered by two turnings : here is the women’s apartment into 
which no man is fuffered to enter except the mafl:er of it. 

The water in casein has an exceeding bad reputation ; I corrected its 
quality by boiling raifins and barley with it, by which means none of us 
found any inconvenience. The badnefs of this water, with the fudden 
changes of the weather, affedl flrangers in fuch a manner, that it is re- 
markable that numbers leave records of their licknefs in writings on the 
walls of the great caravanferai. 

This city ftands on very high land, though a plain, whicli is furround- 
cd witli mountains at fome miles diflance ; the air is fine and fubtil. In 
fummer the heats and colds alternately fuccced each other, and though the 
days arc very hot, in tlie nights the winds are extremely piercing 5 the a- 
bundance of fruit which the common people cat, contributes greatly to the 
unwholcfomcncfs of the place. The 3d, I viiited the hahdgee, who in- 
flfted on my dining with him : their hour is about 1 1 in die morning ; 
he had milks differently prepared, cheefe fomewdiat like our curds, com- 
fits, and cakes of breatl. It is the cuftom here, as in moft partsof ASIA, 
to make but two meals, of which the moft confiderable is in the evening, 
as pradlifed in the fouthern partsof Europe : and at this feafon of the year 
they bcgui to fleep, two or three hours after dinner. The hakdgee en- 
•enquired how 1 liked PERSIA : I told him astrabad and reshd were 
the only places I had feen j diat he knew I was but ill treated in the for- 

^ H A R A M , (his word fignifies prohibited to men, 
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mer ; he then enquired after that rebellion, and informed me with a feem^- 
ing concern, that thofe rebels were already defeated. I acquainted him 
upon what bulinefs I was going, and aiked his opinion of it; to which he 
anfwered : “ You may be pcrfedfly allured the king will do you jullice. 
“ One of our own merchants latciv fold the value of 20,000 crowns to 
“ the BASiiA of BABYLON, for the payment of which he received an order 
“ on the BASIIA of bassora; in the interim the shah bellcged basso- 
“ RA, fo that the basha refufed navment. The merchant then com- 

A ^ 

“ plained to the shah, who immediately oidicred him payment out of a- 
ny of his treafuries he fliould chiif'e ; and accordingly he has been paid 
“ 10,000 crow'ns in reshd, 5000 in Isfahan, and 5000 at cashan. 
“ The BASIIA, not caring to be out-done in gcncrofity, has repaid tlie 
“ money to the shah.” He then acided further: ‘‘ You ought to thank 
“ Gon for your misfortune ; if you had not been plundered in astra- 
BAD, fonic worfe evil would have befallen you. 7dic trade to me- 
** sciiED is not proper for euro pi: a ns ; there is no-hody can take oiT 
goods in any large quantities ; the Persian merchants are extremely 
** poor.” I obferved to him, th .t the English company at Isfahan 
had formerly a confiderable trade all over the empire, and particularly in 
ISFAHAN and cASBiN. To which he replied : “ casbin had then 
“ twelve thoufand houfes inhabite«l, and now it has only eleven hundred; 
** fee from this eminence how this podr city is in ruins I nor is Isfahan 
“ much better ; that city had formcidy a hundred thoufand houfes well 
“ inhabited, of which many were not much inferior in fplendor to the « 
royal palace, which is the glory of the workl : but incredible as it 
“ may letm to you, I am aflured that only 5000 houfes arc now inha- 
bked. I have formerly been at Isfahan with a caravan of 30,000 
“ crowns value, and in Icls than tliree months returned home with my 
“ capital, and a profit of 4000 ; nowl could not fell 3000 crowns in ten 
“ months. Alas I fir, you know not to what mifery we arc reduced." 

I o this I replied ; “ I urn very forry to hear your complaints, and to fee 
“ fo much reafon for them ; for casbin indeed appears in ruins. When 
“ J^our fovereign has accomplifhed his defigns, furely he will change his 
never mean to deflroy the people ; for that would be in 
yv cffca 
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« eftedt to dcHroy himfelf. In Europe he is confidered as a great prince 
“ and conqueror, who has reftored the Persian monarchy, and filled the 
“ royal treafuries with the fpoils of india. I am very Icafiblc that it fel- 
“ dom happens, that the ambition of princes contributes to the happinefs 
“ of their people, though it often occalions their mifery. We have had 
“ many inllanccs of this in Europe. It is true, the king of Sweden 
“ was at length as unfortunate as he was raih : and France, which is 
“ one of the mofi; formidable powers in Europe, has lately diftrellcd her 
“ fubjcdts extremely by this vain defirc of conqudi:.” The hahdcjee 
replied : “ Who was it that rcllorcd the Persian empire but the per- 
“ siANS ; and who afiilled the king to conquer india but the Persians ? 
“ He has now a foreign force, and governs us with an army of tartars.” 
The circurafiances I was in, made me think, it proper to decline a further 
difeunionof fo tender a point, and 1 took my leave. 


j then went to fee tlic new palace wdiich nadir shah h.ad built in this 
city adjoining tb.c old one ; the entrance of it is formed by an avenue of lofty 
trees near three hundred yanls long, and fifteen or twenty broad. The 
wall round it i:i about an English mile and a half in circumference ^ it is 
thick and lofty, having only one entrance, which is an arched gate; the 
top of this gate projects, and is formed into many finall fquarcs ; within 
are four l .irge fquarcs, with lofty trees, founrains, and running water, which 
make the place awful and majcflic. The apartments are raifed about fix 
feet from the ground; the aivan, or open hall, is in the center, and 
*lhuts in with falling doors. The apartments arc ornamented in an In- 
dian tafic; and the cieling.s formed into fmall fquarcs, irnbcllilhed with - 
writings of moral Icntences in very legible cJiaracters : mod ot the win- 
dow's are of tliick-colourcd glals, made tranfparent, and painted witli fuch 
art, and in fuch proper Ihade-s, that the glafs feems cut into the feveral 
figures it is dofigned to reprefent : many of the floors are only of hard 
earth, others of a compofition of beaten flone ; the feeming defeift 
in this infldnce is made up by the conftant ufe of carpets. 


The -HARRAM is magnificent, confifting of a fquare within its own 
wall of brick, about 30 feet high and 2 1 thick : there .are tour diflinT 

apart- 
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apaitments, in Ibine of which are fountains, which ferve to moderate the 
heat of fumnier, by giving the air a refreihing codinefs. The rooms tM*e 
lined with stocco work, painted in the Indian tafte, with birds and 
flowers of different magnitudes, the colours beautiful, and fet off with 
gilt edgings : the apartments have flnall chimney-pieces in a mean tafte, 
and ibme arc ornamented with looking- glaffes in fmall fquares, of ma - 
ny different dimenfions, fet into the walls. There are fome few apart- 
ments below ground, admirably contrived for coolncfs. Near the har- 
RAM is the eunuch’s apartment, remarkable only for its having but one 
door, and that a very ftrong one. I’he brick of which the whole of the 
modern building is made, appears to be ill prepared for duration. Here 
are alfo fome old apartments built by shah abas yet ftanding, in which 
are fome bad pieces of European figures by European painters: the 
PERSIANS themfelves are as ignorant of fhades as the Chinese. The apart- 
ment, where the shah kept his casbin treafury, I was not permitted to 
fee, not even the place where it ftood : they faid he had above twenty 
millions of crowns ' there, of w'hich part was in large ingots of gold, run 
into cavities in the earth, tlie better to fecure it from being plundered. 

Casbin is famous for having driven out the Afghans on their firft 
coming into Persia j but their revolt coft dear to the inhabitants of Isfa- 
han, as I fti all hereafter relate. This city is inclofed within a wall a- 
bove a mile in each fquare, with a great number of regular turrets and 
port-holes for arrows. It is famous in ftory, as being one of the chief 
cities of the antient parthia, the refidcnce of many of the Persian 
kings, and the burial-place of ephestion the favourite of Alexander 
the GREAT. 


The 9th, Though the fun was warm, yet as the fnow lay very deep, it 
was impoffible to attempt the profecution of my journey ; and here were 
feveral companies and caravans in the fame circum/lanccs. I thought my- 
felf very happily lodged in the haiidgee’s houfe ; but fome part of it 
partook of the common ruin : for this day the top of the ftablc, in 
'Whidn^TDy horfes and mules were lodged, tumbled in^ and it was with 


• Four millions of oar money. 


diffi. 



STATE OF CASBIN. 


Chap. XXXIV. 


233 


difficulty we laved them from being fuffocated ; but by a Angular good 
fortune they cfcapcd with a few bruizes only. 


The loth. This being the Persian new-ycars day, I went to pay my 
compliments to the hahdgee, and to wiili him happinefs. “ Alas,” faid 
he, what happinefs have we to expe€l ? I am now paying 5000 crowns 
a year to the shah in duties, and he demands 50C0 more for fubiifr* 
“ ence-money ; how am I to fupport my family ? I am fure my trade 
will not do it ; if the king goes on at this rate, in another year we mufr 
“ make money of wood, for neither gold nor filvcr will appear except in 
“ his treafuries. Nor is this the only calamity under which we groan j 
“ we are often beaten for what we have not ; Human flefla and bones can 
“ never agree with a flick; what are men to do under fuch circumflanccs ? 

If they do not take up arms againfl their fovereign, they miifl fly their 
“ country. I know that our king is a very extraordinary perfon ; but he 
“ has no mercy, and acts more like a thief than a king.’’ This difeourfe 
feemed to be the fequel of what he had a mind to fry a few days bcJfbre : 

I made anfwer, “ I apprehend, Sir, the conqueft of the Afghans about 
“20 years ago, and the ravages committed in confrquence of foreign wars 
and inteftine broils, have given a wrong bent to the minds of the per- 
“ siANs j many of them certainly deferve chaflifement, and their punifli- 
“ rnent miift often involve the innocent in great calamities. It is true, I 
do not underfland the politics of your king; but I hope he has fome 
y good in flore for you.” At this the company, fevcral perfons being pre- 
fent, lifting up their eyes to heaven, prayed that it might be fo. The 
hahdgee then refumed the difeourfe, and afked me, “whatlhadob- 
“ fervedin Persia” : I told him, “ that where-ever I had been, there 
“ feemed to be a gre.it want of people, of induflry, and of money : ” to 
which he replied, “ I iiave already told you in what diflrefs we are in for 
“ want of money, and with what cruelty we are treated : this has induced 
“ thoufandsof our people to fly for Ihelter into India and though we 


^ There has been ^IwAys a ct>nfi<IemMc number of persiaiw fettled in nnrcicubrly m the 

trad’iig towns on the coall: of coro.m a noel and m a uab a r 5 buc the hahocee alluded to thofe who 
Jiad taken rdvgt in the northern and wcilern parts of India. 


“ hate 
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“ hate the Turks more than we do the Christians ; yet it is incredible 
“ what a number of ptrsiaxs have" taken refuge in turkev.’' 

This fort of difcoiirfe, however interefting to the Persians, was not 
altogether proper for me. I obferved they made no fort of fcruple of call- 
ing their king a rascal ^ ; nor was he ignorant in general in what man- 
ner they treated him j but he puniflied only thole perfons vvlio v/cre 
acute and refined in their lampoons, as I lliall have occafion more fully to 
explain hereafter. 

I had this day an opportunity of obferving how ill the priclls in fome 
countries inllrud the people in the elTentials of religion ; my Russian 
fervant, in whofe commendation I have already fpoken, had thrown fome 
fuperfluous meat into the ftreet, allcdging that he would fooner give it 
to dogs than to mahommedans, feveral miferablc wretches beJjig then 
waiting for it, wliofe hunger would not have fuffered the nice diillnc- 
tion of refufing food from a Christian'. 


Being near my departure, I rode about to fee every thing that was worth 
notice j in particular the markct-placc which had once made a confidc- 
rabie figure > three parts of it were now in ruins ; and old women ap- 
peared in feveral of the fliops, which in former times was not pradlifed. 
Here is a very noted caravanferai, with a large entrance and a magnificent 
dome ; it has a great fquare furrounded with piazzas, within which are 
lodgings and apartments for the reception of merchandize. This build- 
ing coft 27,000 crowns : here we paid a vifit to the governor of vara- 
MiE, who was under the cullody of a meflenger, and going to the camp. 


Nrsr kouli myrza, the shah’s fecond fon, and general of his 
forces in shir van, ho/i now demanded a fupply of 500,000 crowns in 
filver, wbicl* required > ■' males. The governor, who had this com- 
miflion, accordingly f ;zcd all the mules he ^oulci find, paying for them 
what price he plcr U ; he inlifted upon mine till I reprefented to him the 
indignity lie \voa' : offer me as a foreigner, and the violence as being under 


^ The \vo;ei they uib is tiURVMSAeK, 
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the king’s immediate protection ; that if he took the mules by force, he might 
be well afliired, the king fliould be informed very minutely of it ; upon 
which he thought proper to defift. At the fame time a nephew of the 
shah’s firft fecretary came to viht me, requefting that I would take a 
parcel for his uncle ; but that he muft firll confult whether it was a lucky 
hour : he did not return, fo tliat I concluded his prieft had marked me 
out for further difaflers. 


C II A P. XXXV. 

T&e author fets out from casein for the Persian camp. The moji mate- 
rial e^'cnts till bis arrival in the camp. Remarkable injlances of the fu- 
pcrjlition of the Persians. 

O N the 11th, the weather was now warm, and great part of the 
fnow melted : the caravan with the 50o,oc'0 crowns, guarded by 
800 AFGHANS, begun their march j 1 therefore fet out on my journey, 
directing my courfe towards hamadan ; for it was reported, that the le- 
vcral rebellions on foot, particularly that of shir as, hsd induced the 
SHAH to return home, and that the army was in full march towards that 
city. I thought it circntial to my fectirity under fo dillraCted a Urate 
of things, to join a large company who were going to the camp; among 
thefe was a. young oflicer, the fon of a wealthy merchant of Isfahan. 
,It is a common cuftom for the kings of Persia, to take a fon out of 
every rich family, that the wealth of the parents may be a fecurity for the 
good conduct of the fon. When men’s intcrert: do not clafli, their being 
of the fame profetljon often induces them to fliew a more didinguiflied 
regard to each other ; particularly among young perfons, whofc aifections 
arc untainted by the world : this young man, though a foldier by necef- 
lity, conlitlered himfelf as a merchant, and fliewed me great kindnefs. 

As we travelled on hardly any thing took my fight but the ruins of 
towns and villages ; the richneis of the foil, and the foftnefs of the cli- 
mate, rendering this profpeCf fo ;,much the more lamentable. The next 
day we met four couriers from the camp, from whom wc learnt, that the 
VoL. L G g 
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SHAH was marching towards hamadan. This country abounds in elks, 
which feemed to be as fleet as birds j for none of our horlcs could reach 
them : the Persians call them gir an, and pretend there is muflc near 
their tails. The ikelctons of feveral camels were lying near the road, the flefh 
of which had been confumcd by wolves : this animal is very ill qualified 
to travel upon the fiiow, or wet ground j the breadth in which they car- 
ry their legs, when they flip, often occafions their fplitting themfelves ; fo 
that when they fall with great burthens, they feldom rife again: they are 
mofl; ufeful, as is well known, in dcferts and plain dry countries, and will 
travel two or three days with little or no water. The weather was ex- 
tremely delightful, but we could not travel above five leagues a day. 

It feemed to be eftabliflied as a cuftom in Persia, for military people 
to pillage where-ever they go, at Icafl: to compel the peafants to procure 
provifions for them : tliis often occafions the latter being deaf to all im- 
portunities on any principle of humanity, or the laws of holpitality. We 
arrived at a village, the houfes of which were built with flone, and made 
fo defenlible, that we could not procure any entrance, till we prepared to 
take a houfe by fcaling the walls. 

The 13th, We met four couriers going to casbin, with orders for 
the forces there to march to siurvan, to juin nesk kouli mvrza : we 
were often ncceflitated to take up w'itVi lodgings in fo ruinous a condition, 
that I was apprehenfivc of falling into the fame circumflances as my hor- 
fes had been in at casein. Befides the dillrcfl’cs occafioned by nadir’s* 
tyranny, moll of the tow'us and villages, on the frontiers of turkey, 
having been ruined by the Turks, and the inhabitants carried into flave- 
ry, the whole appeared as a feene of dcfolation : as w’e approached the 
few villages, the inhabitants taking us for foldicrs or robbers, which was 
much the fame, fle.1 into the mountains, and left us to provide for cur 
felves. 

The 1 4th, Our advanced guard, difeovering a party whom they took 
for robbers, detacbed a horicinan to inform us of our danger j upon 
which we halted, and put ourlelvee in a pofturc of defence. A youth 

belong- 
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belonging to our company, by profeflion a writer, was miffing ; his maf- 
ter, one of the shah’s adjutants, began to rave, proteiling he would find 
his writer, or finiffi his life ; for without him he could not fettle his ac- 
counts with the SHAH : accordingly he demanded the affiilance of a few 
others, and prepared to go in fearch of the youth ; but happily he came 
up with us, having efcaped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe. I now firft learnt, 
that all myPERSi AN fellow-travellers were in the cufiodyofa mcflenger,who 
was conveying them to the camp, and confequently would not confent to 
their reparation. Such were the terrors of nadir’s tyranny, that this fiii- 
glc perfon kept eight or ten officers of dillindtion, with all their fervants, 
as prifoners. I took particular notice of one of them, who was a Bal- 
lou cue of the tribes in the eaftern parts of Persia, who are almoft 
black ; he was well mounted, armed, and attended ; but in debt to al- 
mofe every one in the company, who apprehending him to be in no fmall 
danger of his life from the refentment of the shah, demande'd his horfe 
and armour in payment. He gave them a filver caallean gilt with gold, 
like wife his bow and arrows, the quiver of w'hich was covered with 
black velvet, and fliulded with gold nails. Though this man’s annual 
appointment did not exceed 240 crowns, and he had no otlier revenue ; yet 
the value of his horfes and mules, and their appurtenances, did not fall 
ffiort of 1000 c rowns. He was very communicative, and finding me an 
EUROPEAN, he fpoke without referve : I am,” lays he, come from isfa- 
“ HAN, where I have been twc) years raifing forces for the shah, and 
^ have procured him 2000 men ; one thoufand is the ufual number which 
he annually draws from that city. In requital he has lately taken from 
me 4C00 crow'ns, and I am now under apprehenfion of fome other adl 
“ of violence. It is no uncufiomary thing with my mafter to fend for a 
“ man in order to flrangle him j and indeed, as to my part, I ibould be 
** glad to compound for a fevere beating intimating that he expetfled 
death. Me was a rank predeftinarian, as moll of the mahommedans 
arcj however he endeavoured to learn by heart a prayer compofed by nu- 
.sEiN, one of ALi’s fons, which if repeated right in the prcfencc of tiie 
king, he faid, it would divert his wrath j but if falliy, incrcafe it. He 
talked much of the force of words, and the power of the alniiglity : at 

G g 2 the 
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the fame time he toki us ftories of the feats of mahommed, particularly 
concerning his imaginary journey into heaven j which were all the genuine 
produce of grofs fuperftition. And here it is worthy of remark, that the ma- 
HOMMEOANs do aflign a very exalted flate of glory to jesus Christ ; and 
though they do not confefs his divinity, they approach to that opinion. 
This otKcer had alfo another IpeU, which, by pretended divine authority, 
lie propofed to ufe, viz. the repetition of ten particular letters in the al- 
phabet, as he entered the royal tent, clofing a finger at each, and keeping 
the fifl; clafped till he came licfore the throne, he was fuddenly to open his 
hands, and by the difeharge of tliis magic artillery, to fubdue the king’s 
wrath. 

It is amazinar to conlider in hoAv manv inftances the fersi ans demon- 
ftratethe highcltiuperrtition: fneezing is held a moll happy omen,efpecially 
when repeated often ; the hands with the fingers interchanged, and fbme 
particular poflure of the body, are confidcred as full of magic power, and 
if ufed nialicioufly, of dangerous confequcnce. As their minds are tainted 
with a fondnefs for wliatever is marvellous, and a belief of tlie agency of 
invillble powers on the moft trivial occafions ; they think the meteors that 
refeiiible failing flars, and which are vulgarly called fo, arc the bknvs of 
angels on the heads of the devils, who would pry into the fecrets of pa- 
radife. Cats are held in great cfleem, but dogs in abomination j fo that 
a dog is never permitted to come into any room : they fometimes lu)W- 
ever ufe them at their diverfions. The Turks are not much behind them 
in this folly : in the reign of shah abas the grano seignior fent to 
tliat prince, to defire that as none but their prophet and his children iiad been 
diciVed in green, none of his fubjeCts might be permitted to wear that co- 
lour, efpecially in ftockings. To this shah abas, who was a man of 
undcrflar din:/, made anfwer, that if the grand seignior would prevent 
the dogs piffing on the grafs in turkey, he would comply with the 
requefl:. • 

The learned men in Persia are fond of afirology, and often pretend 
to forctel events i but nadir treated their predictions with great contempt. 
It is faid, that fometime fince a certain perfon foretold the conqueft of 

PERSIA 
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PERSIA by the Afghans, with all its circumftances j adding, that Per- 
sia would be again reftored by a perfon refembling nadir j and that in 
a certain year of their ara, the kingdom would flourifli, and be governed 
with great equity. Nadir being apprized of all thefe predidions, took 
occafion to be very oppreffive that year, as well to expofe fuch opinions, 
as to gratify his own avarice. 

But to refume my narrative : we travelled fix leagues this day, of which 
two were out of our road, in order to obtain neceffary accommodations ; 
and now leaving the province of irak, we came into abarsultan*,'- 
The 1 5th, hail and extreme cold made this day's journey very difagree- 
able: the day following w^e came into the difirid of calimbro, where 
ham AD AN is fituated, having been eleven hours on horfeback, in which 
time we had travelled feven f arsang j part of the road being covered with 
fnow, and very difficult to pafs. The whole country flill appeared a 
dreary wafle : tlie great number of ruined towns and villages, gave proof 
of its former flate ; but hardly any of them were inhabited, except by rob- 
bers vviu) infefl tlic country. Barley is the common food for horfes ; but 
we could procure none for many leagues j fo that we were obliged to 
give them wheat ; a common feed of which for three horfes and as many 
mules coll a crown. 

On the 17 th we came to a village, the gates of which 'tvere of ftone j ■ 
it was walled in, and made defejiiible, as well againft robbers, as the 
• wolves, which often deOroy the cattle in hard weather. Here they keep 
their corn in large vcfl'els of earth made like a tun, and fet in the ground; 
they alfii warm thcmfels’es by wood-fires made in holes cut in the floor ; 
when burnt lo allies tlicy cover them with blankets, to confine the heat, 
W’hieh rcnucis the air very fuffocating. 

As wc approached to the camp, the dread of my companions encreafed,' 
and with it their fupeidition. b inding the bone of a fliccp, they fet it, as 
they fuppofed, perpendicular, accounting that if it fell towards the camp, 
all would go well ; if from it, they niuft prepare for their fate ; it of 
courfe fell where they had given the poife, which yvas on the right fide. 



240 THE AUTHOR ARRWES AT THE PERSIAN Part II. 

Soon after, two large wolves croffed the road not far before us j this they 
confidered alfo as a lucky omen 5 but notwithftanding thefe good omens, 
they mud; beware of the camp j for on this day three hundred thoufand 
plagues are lent from heaven on the earth 3 however the next day would 
be propitious, if they went to the camp at a certain hour. 

Aboirt noon we arrived at a fmall village, where an advanced guard 
of the army were polled, to protetl the villagers, as is cullomary when 
the camp is near. The commander of thefe forces declared, that lie could 
not find quarters for the Persians, who were in my company, and infill 
ed that they mull go diredlly to the camp 3 hut on their pleading, that 
they liad paid honourably for every thing they had been fupplied with 
on the road, and that they were alfo charged with the care of me, they 
were fuflfered to enter the village. The day following our Persian con- 
voy took their leave of us, not without forrowful countenances 3 demand- 
ing of their condudlor why he hallened them : “ Do you not know,” faid - 
one of them, “ that to condemned perfons every lioiir of life is of great 
moment?” I fent my interpreter to the shah's minifter appointed for 
the reception of llrangers, to acquaint him of my arrival, and to enquire 
where 1 lliould pitch my tent. Though we were now fo very near the 
SHAH, fome of the Ibldiers in this village did not refrain from calling him 
a rafeal * in plain terms. The 20th, we fet out for the camp 3 on the 
way we met a number of camels loaded with the shah’s tents, of which 
he has two fets, that one may be always pitched for his reception. 

.-A 

C H A P. XXXVI. 

The author arrives at the Persian campy and is kindly received hy mus- 
'PAPUA KHAN, vehoy hy order of nadir, enquires into the flate of Eu- 
rope. lie obtains a decree frotn the shah for paytnent of his lofs at 
ASTUAB AD. 

B eing now entered the camp, I pitched my tent near the royal 
llandard, which was about a gun’s (hot from the shah’s tent. Ha- 
mad an**, which was about a league to the fouthward, is laid to be the 

• KURi/MSACK. ^ To thc fouth-eaH is the mountain elvbnd > this city is (kid to be the an- 
timt ECBATAKE^ which wasdeftroyed by nebuchodonozar, 
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burying-place of queen Esther and mordecai : it was now the grand 
repofitory of nadir’s cannon, bombs, and other artillery, which feldom 
appear in the camp, but when feme fiege, or extraordinary expedition is 
deligned, I had the fatisfa^Stion to learn, that the rebellion in astrabad 
was fupprefied ; and that the shah had declared, that the merchants 
fhould not be fufferers. I had no fooner pitched my tent, but an acci- 
dent happened, which was very near depriving me of the means of ever 
telling my ftory : for the greater fecurity, 1 had ordered our fire-arms to 
be fet round the pole on the back part of my tent, which was partitioned 
off by a cotton-cloth ; I was walking in a penfive manner, at which time 
it is natural for men to Hand and paufe, efpecially when they have fo 
fniall a fpace as four or five yards to move ; in this interval one of the 
pieces went off, carried two fluggs through the top, and made a hole 
perpendicularly over my head. This accident was occaiioned by one of my 
fervants moving the piece obliquely, and touching the trigger, which 
in very few Persian mufkets has any guard : I had very narrowly efiraped 
twice before on the road from an accident of this kind, owing to the 
carelcfsnefs of my fervants ^ but now I was extremely alarmed left the re- 
port of the inulkct, fo near the royal tent, Ihould give offence. My own 
tent, being of cotton, was fet on fire, but we foon extinguilhed the flame; 
and this accident had no otlier confequence, nor was any enquiry made 
about it. 

, I waited immetliately on mustapha khan, who received me with 
great cxpieffions of kindnefs, and obliged ii>c 43 dine with him : in the in- 
terim I delivered my petition to the cliancery, with regard to the lofs I 
had fuftained at astrak.' t>. 'rhe khan afl'ured me, that juftice would be 
done : he then demanded what prefents I had brought for the shah ? 
This quefl ion flartled me, as I imagined the charadter in which I appear- 
ed as a petitioner, i'. rul i have rendered prefents to the suah a grofs 
impropriety. I exc-ned liij felfby fax’ing, that nothing worthy the accept- 
ance of fo great a piincc could bo found in ghiean, when I departed 
from thence ; aivd it w.r . reaily true, that no fables, nor rich fluffs, were 
at that time obtainable, in cafe I had been inclined to carry the shah a 

prefent. 
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prefent, as I iliould have done if I had been rightly informed. My in- 
terpreter told me upon this occafion, that a fliort time before, one of the 
minifters declared, that it was not the shah’s cuftom to accept of pre- 
fents j but as Mr. elton was a fubjcdl of fo worthy a nation, he received 
what was then offered to do him honour : the truth is, that this antient 
cuftom of the eaft is rooted deep in their hearts, and converted into a fpe- 
cies of corruption, from which their princes are not exempt. One of 
the company enquired of me, in relation to the Persians in wdiofc com- 
pany 1 came from casein j adding, that he knew not what account they 
had given of themfelves to the shah ; but he believed his majefty would 
pardon them to do me honouri making at the fame time fcveral laviflt 
and hyperbolical compliments. It is incredible how far this fort of gal- 
lantry is carried in Persia, when it is meant to (hew a diffinguiffied re- 
gard to ftrangers wiio are under their protection. I told him, that I 
knew veiy little of thofe perfons, and nothing at all of their crimes : whe- 
ther the shah was at that time very much dillrelied in his affairs, or for 
feme other reafon, but the accounts of my fellow-travellers were aClually 
accepted, and the wages of the merchant’s fon confiderably advanced. 

The king was in his tent of audience from feven in the morning till ten 
at night, retiring only for a fliort time ; he had with him but 30,000 
effective men, though with the fervants of the foldiers, and attendants up- 
on the camp, they were in the wdiole near thrice that number j a large 
body of forces was left towards eriva.n j near 30,000 men were in* 
SHiRVANj 25,000 in SH1HA.S, hcflclcs a body of forces in khorasan, 
and a formidable army on the banks of the Indus. The numerous re- 
bclUons then on foot called on nadir for the utmoft attention, and he 
had taktn mcafurcs for the fupprcflion of them all at one and the fame 
time. 

This day a j-f.rsian of fome diflinCtlon made hie a vifit, and enquir- 
ed what I had ohlci ved in Persia. I told him, I was amazed that lb 
flue a countiy had <0 few inliabitants. “ It is true,” fays he, our coun- 
“ try is ruined; but it cannot be otherwife^ for the shah has fupport- 

ed all his forces in one continued campaign of four years, by the taxes 

“drawn 
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“ drawn from his people, who have now but little left to fupport them- 
felves : and indeed none but him, or an almighty power, could have 
** maintained fo vaft an army by fuch means. Now the affairs of the 
“ empire are fettled, and the frontiers peopled with fuch families as be 
“ can depend on, we hope all will go well." This laft part of the dif- 
courfe did not feem to flow from his heart fo much as the former, nor 
was it much to be expedled : it was a kind of proverbial faying among the 
PERSIANS i “ what mighty things will be done folong as the king lives:" 
but it feemed to carry this fenfe with it alfo, that with him all the glory 
of PERSIA mufl: expire. Indeed few of them appeared to be endowed with 
a fufficient underflanding to argue upon probable events, or to look into 
the dark profpe£l‘ of futurity. 

The SHAH pafling from his harram to his tent of audience, gave me 
an opportunity of feeing him ; he was very plainly drefl'ed, except in pre- 
cious ftones *. The fame day mahommed iiussein khan, the father 
of mahommed ^amon beg, governor of astrabad, arrived from shjr- 
VAN, where he had a great fliare in the reduction of that formidable re- 
bellion. I vilited ojriRiM beg, the ajutant-general, who had the care of 
the vSHAh’s records, and he bid me hope that I fliould foon receive a 
favourable decree; but was very reierved in his acceptance of a prefent of 
fome fine cloth and rich filk, which 1 had prepared for him. I defiretl 
that he would procure me a copy of the feveral decrees in favour of fo- 
reign merchants in Persia, which he gave me. 

• 

- I paid my refpefts a fecojid time to mustaph.a khan, who in the ordi- 
nary complimental ftrain, afl'urcd me he had fpoken in my praife to the s h ah, 
who had ordered him to afle me, if I knew whether any of the ch Ristian 
powers had attacked the turks in europe, or might probably engage 
in a war with them, I anfwered the khan to this effe<fr : ** The rhs- 
siANs having been harraflM with wars for near forty years, now enjoy 
“ repofe, and as far as I apprehend, will not engage in an ofrenfive war 
** with the TtJRK, or any other power. The hereditary enemy of the 
TURK in EUROPE, his majefry kfiows, is the queen of hungarv; 
** Ihe has her hands full, being cruelly opprelied in every quarter by the 
* The reader will iind on account of his perfon in the laft vol um^ _Qf this work. 
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french king, and is confequently in no condition to attack the turk : 

but (hould the latter embrace this opportunity to break with her, it is 

highly probable, that the Russians will appear in her defence. Great 
** BRITAIN has been engaged in a war with Spain already for fome 
“ time: and we expe<St to hear that the has broke with France alfo. 

“ Thus the raging flames of war feem to threaten the greateft part of eu- 
** ROPE.” But all the nations, as well as princes of that quarter of the 
“ world, have heard with wonder, the atchievements of the shah your 

mafter j and confider the TURK as much inferior to him in ftrength and 
** fortune, as he is apparently fuperior to them in knowledge of the art of 
** war.” With this account the khan teemed to be fatisfied, and I took my 
leave of him. In the evening a perfon was dragged out of the royal tent, who 
had been ftranglcd for defertion j the executioner finding life yet in him, 
gave him a violent blow on the breaft. 

The 22(1, The royal fiandard being taken down, as a fignal for firik- 
ing the tents, we decamped, and came about two lejigues and a half 
north-eafi, where the shah’s tents being already prepared, I pitched mine 
in company with the whole camp. Heavy fliowers falling upon a rich 
foil, made it extremely troublefome, and it was with difliculty that we 
could, by the help of oil-cloths and other conveniencics, keep ourfelves 
dry in our tent, round which we were obliged to make a channel to car- 
ry off the water. All the cattle belonging to the camp, being expofed to 
the weather, were over thcar fet-locks in dirt : and* here I obferved, that the, 
inceffant fatigues of long marches, and the rigor and inclemency of the 
feaibns, had ruined the Persian cavalry, renowned for lb manyages; There 
are howev'er fome good horfes, which exceed in fizc, but few ol them are of 
equal fire and beauty with tlie Arabians; nor do tlicy manage their 
mouths well ; moll of them being fpoilt with the harllinefs of their bits. 
.Thefe horfes being never under cover, commonly carry their body-cloths 
on their backs, which are made of a coarfc felt, very heavy, and fo hot, 
that I imagine they enervate a horle very much. T[’h€y dye the tails of 
thofe which are of a light-colour with red or orange : nadir’s horfes were 
led promifcuoully in the crowd of the army; and thefe had fuffered in com- 
fiion with the reft. 


Musta- 
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Must A PH A khan having been informed, that I vras poffefled^of a 
bill from mahommed hassan, chief of the rebellion at astrabad, for 
the amount of my lofs, demanded a fight of it. With this I the more 
readily complied, as it ferved me as a voucher of the value, as well as 
gratified the curipfity of the khan, and probably of the shah himfelfj 
for his decree, which was this day delivered to me, was made out ac- 
cording to that value. The contents of tliis decree were, that I 
fhould give the particulars of the lofs in writing to be h bud khan, the 
** shah’s general in astrabad, who had orders to deliver to me what- 
** ever part of the goods might poflibly be found, and to reftorc them in 
“ kind, and the deficiency to be paid out of the fequefiered eflates of the 
rebels without delay, to the laft denaer.” This was not quite the 
thing which I wilhed for, becaufe it laid me under a necefiity of returning 
to that wretched place, astrabad j however I could not but acknow- 
ledge the highefi; obligation for fo fignal a mark of juftice and clemency. 


CHAP. XXXVII. 

Defenption of the Persian camp and army. u4 circumJJanUal account of 
their tents, Jiemdards, arms, market-place. Of the shah’s ‘icomen, and 
their manner of ira-veUing. Of the ufc of elephants and camels. Diffe~ 
rent bodies of ichich the army is compofed, and of the military exercifes 
of the PERSIANS. 

► 

B e I N G now eafy in my mind on the fubjeifl: of my lofs at astra- 
bad, I rode entirely through the Persian camp, attended by my 
intepreter, juid another perfon, as far as the quarter of the elephants, and 
informed myfelf as minutely as poffible, of every particular relating to 
the army. 

In placing tlie camp a general regularity is obferved, as far as is agree- 
able to the fize and ihape of the ground j it being a rule conftantly pur- 
fued, to place the tents of certain principal minifiers and officers in the 
front, or to the right or left of the shah's quarters, that fome of them 

H h 2 may 
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may be always near, him. The circuit of the quarter allotted to the shah’s 
own tents is very large : the entrance confifts on one fide of a line of uni* 
form tents, ferving for guard-rooms ; and the other, of the tents in which' 
the afiairsof the chancery, and the like public concerns, are tranfaiStecL 
About 200 yards beyond this avenue is the pavilion in which the shah 
ijfually fits, to give audience, and tranfadl bufincls : it is oblong, fupport- 
ed by three poles, adorned with gilded balls at the top ; the covering is of 
a cotton cloth of a brick colour, and the lining of clouded filk : the floor 
is covered either with carpets or cloths, and the body of the pavilion has 
on each fide a kind of alley, through which the attendants may walk 
round j fometimes the shah fits upon a large sopha, or chair, crofs- 
legged *, and fometimes on the floor. The hind-part of this tent is di- 
vided into fmall apartments, where the officers who do not appear in his 
majefty’s prefence, attend : there is nothing fumptuous in this pavilion, 
the front of which is always open, even in the worff: weather ^ however 
when it is exti'emely cold, fcveral pots of lighted charcoal are placed in 
the middle. At a confiderable difiance behind were placed the shah’s pri- 
vate tents, to fome of which he retired at his meals : and in order to render 
them warm, he had Indian pannels, wdiich were occafionally fet up, and 
formed the linings of two fmall apartments : to thefe were admitted only 
his feeret emiflaries, when they had any remarkable intelligence to com- 
municate i but in the lafi years of his life he had no familiarity with any 
of them. 

Alnioft contiguous to thefe were the tents of the shah’s ladies, which * 
(liffered from the others in having foveral curtains that formed feparate a- 
partments one within another. The boundaries of the shah’s quarter 
were occupied by his eunuchs and female flaves, and almoft this whole 
circuit, cfpecially towards the refidence of the women, was furrounded 
by a ftrong ferree of net-work, round which the night-guard patrol- 
led, and feverely puniffied all intruders. As there were no lights in 
thefe parts, nor any tents near them, it frequently happened that people, 
coming to the camp by night, ignorantly ftraggled thither, and were fare 
to be ill treated when this happened. 

• Tlie ordinary method u with their legs under them. 
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I obferved, that none but the officers in immediate waiting were ad* 
mitted into the royal pavilion j for the officers of ftate, and people in buifii 
nefs, ftood in the open air in all weathers, forming a femicircle in front of 
the tent : if they were brought to anfwer for their conduct, they were 
held under the arm by proper officers, to prevent their efcape, or com- 
mitting any a£ts of violence. The fame ceremony, with very little dif&« 
fence, was obferved alfo towards foreign embaffadors, or great men ; the 
laft indeed was under pretence of refpedt, but it alfo ferved to prevent any 
accident ; an attempt having been once made on the shah’s life, as I fhall 
relate in his hiftory. 

The PERSIANS ufe a certain glazing in their cotton tents, which, in 
fomc degree, prevents their being penetrated by water. The tents of 
perfons of diftindion arc of various fliapcs, but moft commonly oblong, 
and fupported by three poles : the outfide is always of coarfe cotton cloth, 
and the infide is either lined with the fame, or with woollen, or filk, ac- 
cording to the different feafons of the year, and circumftances of the 
owners : the ground is fpread with a thick cotton cloth, or mat, and over 
that is laid a carpet, or woollen printed cloth * of feveral colours ; be- 
fides this covering, the fquare of the floor is laid round with felts, as al- 
ready deferibed, and thefc fupply the place of bedfteads and feather- 
beds j though fome have their beds raifed a little above the damp of the 
earth. The top and fidcs of the tents of great officers are fbmetimes lined 
withpannels, which are wrought with flowers, and variety of figures : large 

* tents are often divided into two rooms, or apartments, by pannels or cur- 
tains ; the back part is appropriated for the ufe of the women j but fuch 
grandees as have feveral women, place a fet of tents for them at a diftance 
from their own, which are furrounded with cotton cloths, to prevent 
their being feen : they have alfo, at a convenient nearnefs to their tents, a 
hole dug, enclofed by a cotton-fereen of four folds, to anfwer the neceffa- 

* ry purpofes of nature.. 

That part of the camp called in Turkish the ordubazar or camp- 
market, begins at the end of the fquare fronting the guard- rooms, and is 

* Of BRITISH manufR^ure. 
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; about half a mile long : it confiiis of tents on each fide like a ftreet, run- 
ning as diredt as the nature of the ground will admit : thefe tents are often 
fupplied with a variety of provifions, apparel, horfe- furniture, and other 
necefliiries, which are brought hitlier for fale j not to mention the continual 
change of property arifing from the daily confifeations made by the shah. 
The care of this market is committed to an officer called ordubazari, 
who often rides up and down to keep order; and when any difputes a- 
rife, they are brought before the deroga bazar, or fuperintendent of 
the market, who acquires a confiderable income from rents, fees, prefbnts, 
and extortions. Many of the /hop-keepers were little better than common 
futlcrs ; but fuch as carry on great bufinefs, are under the protedlion of 
fome of tlie principal courtiers, who arc the grand dealers in flower and 
rice, of which there is always a great confumption : and as thefe courtiers 
have frequently many fupernumerary fervanta, camels and mules, they fend 
them to the diflant provinces that produce rice, which they bring to the 
camp for fale, and make great profits. But if the ffiop-keepers, or other 
traders, interfere with them in thefe branches of trade, they generally 
.mark them out for defrrudlion. 

Nadir often enquired into the price of necefiaries, and reduced them 
as he thought proper, fining the market-people upon every tranfgreffion : 
but the moll notorious inftance of injuftice to the fliop-keepcrs, was his 
obliging them, when his tents and their appurtenances were growrn old, to 
take them, and pay him the value of new ones. 

The two imperial frandards were placed on the right of the Iquare al- 
ready mentioned : one of them was in ftrijpes of red, blue, and white, aud 
the other of red, blue, white, and yellow, without any other ornament : 
though the old ftandards required J2 men to move them, the shah leng- 
thened their flaffs, and made tliem yet heavier ; he alfo put new colours 
of filk npon them, the one red and yellow llriped, the other yellow edg- 
<d with red : they were made of fuch an enormous* fize, to prevent their 
being carried off by the enemy, except by an entire defeat The regimental 

^ The lofs ofthe battk of keikouo in 1713, feeraed to be owing to the Itandard-bcarer, tiding 
'Off the field with the itandard. 
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colours were a nafrow flip of filk flopcd to a point, feme vf&te ted, Ibtne 
white, and fome ftriped : feveral hours before the moving of the camp, 
one of the flandards was taken down by way of fignal, and carried for- 
wards to the place where the new camp was to be pitched. The shah*s 
fet of tents, and thofc of the great men went with it attended by a 
convoy. The bulk of the army often marched an hour or two before the 
SHAH j for in removing from one encampment to another, he foniclimes^ 
galloped the whole way. 

The SHAH had about 60 women, and very near the fame number of 
eunuchs, who generally rode near his perfon, and kept pace with him: 
before him were his shatirs‘, preceded by the ghiaux and before them 
the icESHiKEUi®, being the foremoft of his body-guard, wdio were beft 
acquainted v;ith the track the shah was to take *. thefe fpread a mile or 
two before him and terminating in a kind of angle, gave notice of the 
shah’s approach, by crying out in Turkish, yerrie, or make way: 
tliis is called the kouruck, which is always troublefome, and fometimes 
fatal to fuch as cannot get out of their way ; for when they meet with 
people in the shah’s rout, rivers, precipices, and rocks are no excule; 
they drive at them with their maces, and make all before them fly at their 
approach. 

When NADIR travelled with his women, the army was kept at al- 
moft a mile diftance i but when he went without them, people were 
* permitted to come nearer. In the latter part of his reign he feldom did 
travel witliout them j probably tlie better to avoid any evil defigns againft 
his perfori. The shah’s women, and indeed others of difl:in< 5 tionj rode 
on white horfe?, in the manner as men ride ; but when they did not go 
in his company, they were ufually carried on camels, feated in machines 
refembling a covered waggon, and hung like panniers over a pack-faddle, 
which I have already mentioned. On thefe occafions they were entirely 
concealed under a coveving of crimfon-cloth j and in this manner they 
rode one on each fide, conduced with the ufual pomp : the mc'tion is very 
difagreeable, and apt to create a diforder, not unlike the fea-ficknefs. The 

Running footiEcn, ^ Chanters. • Watch-guard, 
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iick ladie$, and female fervants of the court, were always concealed in the 
fame manner, under a covering of crimfon cloth,; other women, of no 
particular diftindlion, rode onhorfes, or mules; thefe mixed among the 
crowd, but had a linen veil over their faces, and wore great coats, re- 
fembling thofe of the men; but. the poorer fort had a white veil, wliieh 
covered their whole body. The women belonging to the ousbeg tar- 
,TARs were not fo fcrupulous about hiding their faces as the Persians. 
The number of women in the camp, except upon perilous enterprizes, in 
proportion to the men, is generally one to ten. 

The shah when fick ufed to be carried in a horfe-litter : other peo- 
ple of fafliion were feated, or laid on mules upon a large flat pack- faddle, 
bolftered up : but the common way of carrying tlieir fick men, is to fix 
two poles to meet in the middle over the neck of the horfe, at the point of 
-the faddle, the breaft and fhoulders refting between the interftices of the 
poles. 

Upon extraordinary occafions the rear-guard was faid to be very numerous, 
conlifting of 8000 yesaul : their bufinefs was not only to fecure the rear 
of the army ; but to prevent flraggling or defertion ; therefore they exa- 
mined every one who quitted the camp ; and if there was the leafl; ground 
of fulpicion, they would not fuffer even a ftranger to go about his bufinefs 
without a bribe. If the beads belonging to travellers happened to tire 
while the camp was removing ; thefe fellows, inftead of aflifting them, 
frequently drove the owners away, and converted the cattle and baggage* 
to their own ufe. 

In marching, greateft part of the foldiery, as well as the yesaul, 
kept in a colledted, but irregular body : the followers of the camp 
covered feveral miles. The elephants and camels were employed only, 
in carrying great burthens: the laft are of feveral kinds, but the moft 
ferviceable is that called the maje, which have fwo bunches on their 
backs: they are generally fed with balls made of meal ; and though 
very hardy, they frequently die of epidemical*diftempers. 
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Nadir’s ftanding forces were never fixed to any determinate number ; 
though they were computed at 200,000 men. The following is as per- 
fect a fketch as I could procure, of his principal attendants and foldiery ; 
for the fupport of which Persia has been ruined, and india fpoiled of 
120 millions fterling, with more than as many thoufand fouls, viz. 

60 Black eunuchs : there were few or no white ones in his fervice. 

200 Shatir, or running footmen. 

1.000 Rik-ah, or ftirrup- holders. 

10.000 Kulam, or Haves belonging to the king : their chiefin the Tur- 
kish language is called kuller agasi ^ and the inferior kulams 
are thofe foldicrs which the provinces equip by the shah’s order; he 
paid them but they were a kind of fervantsto the kulams. 

2000 Begzade'e, or gentlemen’s fons. 

looo Kjtchudazade'e, or fons of elders : the laft three were the gen- 
teelefl; of the foldiery ; many of them were employed in guarding die 
treafury at kaslat, and on other important occafions. 

4000 Keshikehi, or watch-guard, otherwife called hemishi kishik, 
becaufc they were always on duty : they wore white turbans j fome of 
them curried I'abres, and others fabres and pikes; their pay was 250 
crowns per annum: this watch was continually called over in the night. 
900 Cmiaux : they carried in their hand a button with a double filver 
crook on the end of it ; they had alfo a feather with a filver bofs on their 
, cap, which was flat on the top ; thefe frequently chanted moral fen- 
tences and encomiums oti the shah, occafionally proclaiming alfo his 
vidlories as he pafled along. 

500 Giarkehie, w'ho wore in their caps the beard of an arrow’ in brais, 
and were employed as criers and heralds. 

150 F'errash, under two chiefs becaufe of the different branches of their 
bufinefs ; one of them performed executions in the shah’s prefence ; and 
therefore a party of thefe attended at a fmall diftance from his pavilion, 
where they were employed as the inftruments of his vengeance : the o- 

^ Chief of the flaves. 
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ther fiiperintended pitching and drcfling of the shah’s tents, and 
had the care of the prefents brought to his majefty. 

8000 Yesaul, who wore a brals-knob on their caps: tlaey were dtftin- 
guidied into two forts, tlic yesaul kur and vesaul sonbet. Their 
leaders were in great confideration on account of their near attendance 
on the king’s perfon : they formerly a(fled as grand marfhals, and judges 
of the lioudiold, and latterly as mailers of the ceremonies. 

250 NiEssAKHciii, thefe are known by a feather in their caps : they have 
large pay, and great power, punifliing offenders in the neighbourhood of 
the camp, without bringing them before any higher officer or magi- 
flrate j thefe at die head of other fcouts arc alfo difperfed to guard die 
avenues; for it is not uncommon for robbers to rip open tents, and carry 
off baggage during the night, even in the camp. 

100 Gilodar ; thofe who are charged with the dircd:ion of die cou- 
riers, anti their horfes ; all thefe difJerent ranks are horfomen. 

12,000 Giz AIR Ei, thele are foot-foldiers j they arc well cloathed, and car- 
ry very heavy muiquets with wide bores : they form a body, which has 
an imperfeifl refemblance of the European infantry, and were model- 
led by NADIR himlclf to be of great ufc, which Persian foot-foldiers 
feldom were before his time. 

40.000 Kara- KUSH UN are alfo foot-foldiers, whofc pay is only 30 

crowns per annum ; the name is Turkish and fignifics black guard, 
and they make but an indifferent appearance, compared with the others 
already mentioned. * 

The following are called after the name of the nations or countries from 

whence they come. 

50.000 Afghans ; diefe have lands affigned diem in kandahar, be- 
lidcs 80 crowns per annum: they ufethe bow, lance, and fword, and 
are very brave. But this denomination alfo includes the abiiollees. 

20.000 Afshars . 

6000 OuSBEG-TARTARS, of KHIEVA, BOKHARA, and SAMARCAND. 

» I have put thefe, and the 1 3 preceding denominations of foldicry in the fingular number, as cor- 

rerpon^h% moft with the per!.ias pronunciation. 

^ Nadir himfelf was oi their tr.bcs ; they live moilly in tents, and inhabit part of the province of 

kuouasati and the country to the eallward of it. ' 

6000 Tur- 
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6000 TuRKUMAN ‘ TARTARS of TURKUMANIA. 

6000 Bulug, or BALoucHE ■‘j of the tril>es in the fouthern coa/l of 

PERSIA. 

The above computation falls fliort of 200,000 men j but they may be 

reckoned in this proportion. 

The pay given to the fbkliers by nadir, was computed at 100 crowns 
per annum one with another, befides an allowance which chiefly conflflcd 
of rice i but the dearnefs of proviflons, and the expenfive manner of living 
in the camp, rendered this large pay abfolutcly nccefl’ary. They wear no 
uniform, but are obliged to buy all their cloathing of the shah at an ex- 
travagant price, and to keep ye i ims’ at their own expcnce. 

They amufe themfelvesby galloping before the army 8 or 10 at a time, 
dlfcharging their pieces at each other \Yith powder : it was a circumftance 
which furprized me, tliat tliey were perniittetl even in the camp to fire off 
their pieces, blow their trumpets, and heat their drums for dicir amufe- 
ment j but this might arife from a political caufe to prevent their cabai- 
li’ig : they arc fcldom exerclfed except in (hooting with the bow, or with 
a fingk ball at a mark, at which they arc very expert, and no Icfs ex'ad: 
in loading their piece ; for except it be in time of a< 5 lion, tiiey weigh 
their ]>owder, as well as fit the ball to the bore : but the barrels of thefe 
pieces, feme of which arc match-locks, are fo ill tempered, that they will 
not bear a quick fire. The greatefl: part of their regular forces carry a 
,mu(quet and fibre ; but the ousbeos, and feveral others in the army, are 
not fo well provided ; fomc having a fpear, or a battle-ax, others a bow 
and arrow, others a finglc piftol ; but all of them wear fibres, in the ufe of 
which they, as well as tlie Persians, are very dextrous. As to bayonets, 
by which the European forces have fometimes performed fuch feats, 
they have no notion of them, 

* This name is common to another people near the bovdm of ti/rkey, being tranfplanted in con- 
fequence of the conquefl; made by t a m er l a n fi ; the original people of this name being the inhabitants 
of the eaAcrn coaA of the cas} ian. 

^ Sometimes confidered as a tribe of Afghans, whom they rcfcmbic in their countenance ; but 
are not fo well civihssed in their manners, nor live fo much in cities. 

^ Yetim fignifiesan orphan; but thefc are eonfidered as fcrvanls, who when their mailers die, 
or fall in Uulc« arc ready to ferve as foldkrs/ 

I i 2 Nadir, 
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Nadir, according to the cuftom of the Persian kings, had the policy 
to oblige fome, and to encourage all his army in the ufe of coftly furni- 
ture : tlie oflieers, and even the foldiers of rank, have the bridles of their 
horfes mounted with lilver, with a mane-piece of plate, and an ornamen- 
tal chain ; likewife their fword, belts, and leathern accoutrements are 
mounted with the fame metal: the handles of their battle-axes are alfo 
for the moll part ftudded or covered with thin filver plates, and in their 
fadies about their waift they wear a knife, the handle and cale of which is 
alfo covered with filver ; but the workmanfliip is indifferent. Certain of- 
ficers, and perlbns of dillinilion, were obliged to wear gold-caled knives, 
and fome of their great men, had filver ftirrups. 

It has been obferved, that foldiers generally fight bcfl when they have 
fomething to lofe, if their wealtli does not involve them in effeminacy. 
Alexander indeed encouraged his Macedonians, by reprefenting the 
PERSIAN riches as an objcdl of plunder, and confequently as a motive to 
exert themfelves j but, under nadir, we do not find that any of tlieir ene- 
mies confidcred the valuable effedls of the Persian foldiery in that light. 
This method ferved alfo to keep them dependent, by their being ob- 
liged to expend their money in articles of vanity : thus the late king of 
PORTUGAL humbled his nobility by indulging their pride j and other 
CHRISTIAN princes have done the fame by their fubjedts with great 
fuccefs. 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 

A brief account of the immenfe value of the horfe furniture belojiging to na-' 
DIR SHAH. Converfation ninth mustapha khan upon that fubje£l\ 
A remarkable infance of nadir’i cruelty ^ and hi i manner of giving 
audience to Europeans. Supprejjion of the rebellion in shir ass. 

H aving now vlfited the camp at large, artd informed myfelf of 
thefe particulars concerning it j I was defirous to fee that part of 
the siiah^s riches, which confiflcd in horfe-furniture. He had four 

* See reprefenution of nadir^u horfe in the fronufpiece of the fourth volume. 

complete 
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complete lets, one mounted with pearls, anotlier with rubies, a third with 
emeralds, and the laft with diamonds, moft of which were of fo prodi- 
gious a fiize as hardly to merit belief ; for many of them appeared as big 
as a pigeon’s egg “. I could not but regard them with wonder, not more 
for their immenfe vaKuJ, than for tlie barbarous tafte in which they wero 
fet i for fomc of them did not appear to have any art at ail beftowed on 
them. I vifited mustapha khan, and took occafion to mention my 
furprize at the prodigious value of the shah’s horfe- furniture, which fo 
much exceeded any thing 1 had ever formed an idea of in that kind ; 
I obferved to him at the fame time, that jewels in Europe appear in- 
comparably brighter and neater fet j and that if his majefty would trufl 
me with one of thofe bridles, I would procure a complete horfe-furniture 
to l)c made in Europe, which ihould exceed any thing tliat had yet ap- 
peared in the world : I faid this becaufe it naturally arofe from the fubjedf, 
and not that I expedled nadir under his circumdances would confent to 
part with his bridle for any fuch purpofe ; however at another vilit I took 
occafion to hint the fame thing, and the khan politely laid, “ My mal- 
“ ter has not patience enough to wait till it lliould be finilhed.” 


Mustapha khan, as already obferved from the teftimony of hahd- 
GEE zAMON, was coufulered as the moft upright man in the Persian 
court, and the shah now allowed him jo,coo crowns a yc.ar. I thought 
rnyfelf happy in the regard which he flicwed me during my day in the 
camp ; and gratitude as well as policy feemed to call on me to make him 
* a prefent, which confided of a gold repeating watch, fome fine cloth, and 
rich lilk ; he diewed fomc repugnance, till I infilled on liis accepting fo 
trifling a mark of my gratitude. In return he prefented me with forr. e jewels, 
part of the plunder of dehei, which hail once adorned the cap of fome 
unhappy Indian : tlic principal jewel confifted of a large laphir in gold, 
fet round with diamonds j thefe lad were not only fm'all, but bored 

» What became of thofe I have not yet heard; for I make no doubt bat they were plan- 

dered in common with ihc rcll of the camp, when n apir was killed «bout three years after this time, 
^ It may be neceifary to obferve, that only fo much of the prefent was charged to the adventurers, 
as exceeded the Value of the jewels which the khan gave me in return, 

through 
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ritrougli in the manner the Asiatics often fpoil their precltxis ftones: 
the teverle of this piece was enamelled witli flowers. The khan had formerly 
been a prifoncr in turkey, where he had acquired fjme knowledge of 
tlie intereft of the ottoman court j but he feemed to know notliing of 
any other. At tlie time of nadir’s death be had the good fortune to be 
on the road on an erabafly to turkey, and by that means elcaped the 
flue he might otherwife have met with as a flivouritc of his mafter. 

The 24th in the evening a man was executed with circumflances that 
gave rne flrong impreffions of the cruel difpofition of nadir, ^?t'ho, in the 
article of deatii, could jeft with a mal^fadtor. A perfon who had colledl- 
ed taxes, was complained of by the peafants, of whom it appeared he had 
made greater exactions than he had accounted for to the shah : this was 
capital, and he was accordingly condemned to deatli : nadir, as if he 
had recollected fomething particular of this perlbn, faid to him : “ I un- 
“ dcr Hand you can dance well ; dance, and Twill fave your life.” The 
man immediately began to dance, no doubt with fome tranfports of joy j 
but the SHAH ordered the executioner to flrike him upon the legs, which 
neceflhrily prevented his performance : this tyrant then cried ; “ the raf- 
“ cal does not dance well j kill him.” After his execution he was brought 
out near my tent, whence his friends removed him in the night. 
This was not the only inftance of nadir’s cruelty that fell under my ob- 
fervation while I was in the camp j for I faw feveral perfons of diftinC’^ 
tion, who rode about with their feet wrapt in white cloths, having been 
beaten till their nails came off their toes, and the finews made bare,, * 
which is no extraordinary thing to people of the firft quality : and lince 
lam upon this fubjeift, I will give another example of nadir’s avarice 
and barbarity, which happened a little before I was in the camp. 

The KH AH having appointed a certain general as governor of a province, 
jmpofed an exorbitant tax on it, to be levied in fix months: at the ex- 
piration of the time the governor was Tent for to the camp, and ordered 
to produce the account. He did fo, but it amounted only to half the 
ftim iksmanded. The shah called him a rafcal } and telling him he had 

ftolen 
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ftolen the other half of the money, ordered the executioner's to baftonade 
him to death : his eflate alfo being confifeated, all his effedts fell very 
fbort of the demands. The fervants of the dcccafed were then ordered to 
come into the shah’s prefenee, and he enquired' of them if there was any 
thing left belonging to their maftcr j to which they anfwered, only a doo. 
He then commanded the dog to be brought before him j and obferved that 
he appeared to be much honefter tlian his maftcr had beenj however 
that he fhould be led through the camp from tent to tent, and beaten 
with fticks, and wherever he expired, the mafter of fuch tent ftiould pay 
the fum deficient. Accordingly the dog was carried to the tents of the 
minifters fucceflively, who hearing the cafe, immediately gave Turns of 
money according to their alfilitics, to procure the removal of the dog ; by 
which means the whole fum the shah demanded was raifed in a few 
hours time. 

Cruel as this tyrant was, fome of his predeceftbrs have not fallen much 
ftiort of liim : how will cuftom render the heart obtluratc to the impref- 
fions of humanity, and the ear deaf to the calls of mercy ! It was an an~ 
tient punilhment in pkrsia for an offender to be put between two boards, 
and lawn afunder. Shah abas the great is faid to have cut off a 
mail’s nofc, and the flefh from otlier parts of his body with his own 
hand, and afterwards obliged the fufferer to eat them. 

To refume my own ftory : being uncertain which rout the army would 
*take, and by no means convenient to ftay any longer in the camp ; the 
2 5th I vifited MUSTAPHA KHAN, and begged, as he had honoured me 
with fo many marks of his politenefs and friendlhiji, that he would now 
affift: me with his advice, what rout 1 ought to take to astrabad : for 
confidering the fituation of Persia, and the d-ingers I had already gone 
through, I thought I could not take too much care. The khan told 
me very ingenuoufly, You muft not go the direift road to astrabab j 

for tile paflage through the mountains to the north-eaft: of casbin is 
** inhabited by people who arc in circumftances to do any defperate ao* 
“ tion. I advife you to return back to ghilan, and if you cannot go 
“ from thence by water to astrabad, you muft take your chance by 

“ land 
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land through mazande-ran j but carry a good guard with you. I will 
“ give you two faithful foldiers, who fliall fee you fafe from hence to a- 
“ bar } there you may take other foldiers.” I had now with me a frelh 
company, my Russian fervant only having been with me at astrabad; 
and of thefe fome refufed to go at all, and others were diffident what 
rout we ought to take. 

The next day arrived news, that the king’s forces had recovered all 
tlie country about shir ass, and were preparing to take the city by ftorm. 
I had flattered myfelf, that the shah would have called me before him ; 
but either from the diftrefled fitiiation of his affairs, or his perfuafion 
of the truth of the account I gave in, 1 had no opportunity of being que- 
ftioned, or of indulging my curiofity fo fully as I defired. The manner 
in which Europeans were prefented to him is this: they walked fall 
into his prefcncc, bowing three times ; and though the Persians do not 
uncover themfelvcs, yet as he knew it is a mark of refpedl among Euro- 
peans, he required it of them. Nadir took occafion more than once 
to obferve of the English, “ that they arc bold, and appear like men of 
bufinefs'.” He was nowexpe<5tingfurther news from shir ass, and by his 
flow marches towards casein, feemed as if he intended to go himfelf, 
if his forces did not fucceed in the fouthern part of the empire. It is 
hardly credible with what untired attention he applied himfelf to bu- 
iinefs. 

CossiM KHAN the chancellor being much in favour with the shah,* 
was employed in writing an account of his wars ; I queftion if thofc writ- 
ings have at prefent anyexiftencc} but if they have, as nadir had a 
fight of them himfelf from time to time, they muft be fufpedted of great 
partiality, I have had occafion to obferve, that the chancellor, as well as 
MUSTAPHA KHAN fupported his reputation; and as the former had given 
fever^l marks of his attention to our commercial* intereft, I thought it 
proper to make him a prefent, though he alfo fticwed fome repugnance 
*0 the acceptance of it. I tlien took my leave of mu staph a khan, 

« in paft tunes fr«|uent occa&on to fee the fervanu of the sasT'XNDIa company. 

and 
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and received his commifllons for certain things which he wanted from 
EUROPE 'K He delivered me into the charge of an under-officer and a 
foldier, to attend me as far as abar. 


C H A P. XXXIX. 

The author $ journey from the Persian /tj i.angarood. Regula- 

tions of the pojhnajiers in Pini,srA : a remarkable Jlory of one of them i 
with an account of the Persian couriers. 


T he 27th tif March w^e fet out from the camp, the officer and 
l(}ldicr charged with the care of us were of tlie yesaul, who, as I 
have obfcrvcd, are diflingninied by their caps; and whole office it is in 
time of aflk)n, to (lioot tliofc who turn tiicir back on tlie enemy. Tiiele 
men had been in india with the shah, and informed me of fomc parti- 
tlculars in relation to tliat memorable expedition. This day we travel- 
led about 6 leagues to tlie village of shubochi. The different rout I 
no w took, cxliibited the fame melancholy profpedl: of vafl tradls of excellent 
arable, land lying waflc in one of the fmell climates in the ^vorld y fo that I 
could not comprehend Jiow the shah fupported Ins army: the lioufes 
Uinnlic<l only fuel, aiul wo fiw fevcntl maroders Dulliug tiieni down 
for that purpofe. 7’hc nc.xt d:iy wc palled tlirough a ruined village, co- 
vered on the oppolitc Uvio with an inaccclliblc mountain : lu re vve difeo- 
vered five perfons, wlio as wc approaclicd, ran to their horfes, which 
*werc ready faddied, and tied to trees : tiiey took to their arms as if they 
meant to attack us ; on our part w-c prepared for a defence. Our two 
foldiers, wlio did not fcein to have our prtfer\ ation much at heart, loi- 
tered beliind, and entered Into a parley with them : this gave me fornc 
uncafiners, and induced me to flop upon an eminence attended by one fer- 
vant, to fee the iiTue of their conference ; but my interpreter icon rode 
back full fpeed, and rsproached me .for flaying behind, declaring that if 
wc did not keep together upon our guard, wc might be cut off; for tliat 
he had dilcovered four of thofe men were gone round the hill, whilfl: 

* 'rhe fubfequent (late of our aftairs never permitted the execution of this conimlluon. 

VoL. I. K k 


one 
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one kept the foldiers in parley. His fears were not without foundation, 
for the foldiers who foon came up with us, had taken a dolen horfe in 
exchange from one of them, wlio acknowledged to him, that the reputa- 
tion which the Europeans have acquired for their dexterity in the ufe of 
fire -arms, had been our greatcil; fecurity. At lafl we reached asdolen, 
one of tiie leafl deferted villages I had feeti in this journey; we had 
been eight hours on the road, but found ourlclves advanced only five com- 
puted leagues. 

The 29th, We afeended a mountain, the fevcral turnings of the road 
making between three and four miles ; the air on the top was fo extreme- 
ly rarilied, and the winds fo piercing, that it was with ilidlculty 1 drew 
my breath. In the valley wc found a v’^cry different climate, and a bar 
appeared before us in a delightful lituation : tins city however was niucli 
in die fame circumftances as the others, and it was not without difiiculty 
we obtained a lodging. The garrifon here was commanded by a f n of 

MAGtiMUD the AFGHAN, who, as the PERSIANS fay, fet out with on'v 

- ^ 

12,000 men, when he conquered fo great a j\irt of this empire. Tl>c 
mountains, over which lay our direct road, being covered with fnow, I'.e 
were under a necefiity of going near three leagues about ; and in the fpace 
of four leagues, the road was fo formed, that we were obliged to pafs a 
branch of the kizilazan fixty-hve times ; one of my company having 
had the curiofity to count them : this river was about thirty feet wide, 
and two or three feet deep, full of recks and round ftones, and the ffream 
rapid. After ten hours journey we arrived at a defolate caravanferai, wdiere 
we found notiiing but ivater ; we had however provided ourfelvcs at a vil- 
lage on the road, wiicrc the inhabitants entertained us with great hofpita- 
lity : I obferved a tree wifn a number of rags tied to the branches, thefe 
were fo many charms which paffengers coming from ghilan, a province 
remarkable for agues, had left there in a fond 
difoafe alfo on the fame fpot. 

The 31ft, Wc travclkal near ten hours without finding any provifion 
on the road ; as wc approached the mountains which cover ghilan, we 
found the refle£lion of tlic fun fo Arong, that it was with difficulty wc 

defended 


cxpedlation of leaving their 
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defended ourfclves againft tJie icorching heat. At length we deferied ar- 
sKviL, a fmail village, the fight of which fupported our droopijig fpirits, 
almoft exhaufted with fatigue and hunger hut we liad tucinortifieation to 
find only one narrow pafs to it, and that was fenced up large fir-trees, 
and a great bank of c.irth ; we fufpefited that the villa;>c was in Rate of 
rebellion, and to force oiirfelves into it, might he attended with fome 
dangerous c<mfequcnccs : however ncceffity lilcjiced our feruplcs, and we 
fumuioned all our fcrengtii, to remove the irnpedirnent, which cofl us no 
fmali labour; it fee ms the villagers, out of fear of the s .4 ah’s couriers, had 
made ufe of this expedient. 


Spring was already advanced to the fulneR of its charms : the bright- 
nefs of tiie iky, tlic tails of water from the rocks, the variety of verdure 
on tl'ic different trees on the mountains, the lawns and corn-fields, filled 
the imagination widi the mofi: pleafing ideas : wc had now before us a 
noble and extenlive proipec'h, Rupendous mountains rifing gradually on 
c.i.h otlier, feme of them with their fumimits covered with fnow, whilR 
cithers concealed their heads in clouds. In the valley appeared many ru- 
iiicd villages; hut tlie fcrpentinc channel of the fcizixAZAX, with the va- 
riety of lawns and woods, formed a delightful fccne. The courfc of 
this river, wliich is one of tlic mod famous in ruRsi A, is rapid, and tlie 
toil it pafies over in many places, tinges its waters with a red colour k 
The return of fpring n ituraily delights the mind ; and to me it afforded 
fo much the more plealure, as my paR winter bad been attended with 
many circumllances of diflrefs. How happy, tlrought I, miglit Persia 
be, if a general depravity of manners did not involve her inhabitants in 


fuch an inextricable confulion ; but how much more happy are thofe 
countries, whole government is not defpotio, and whofe people are infpir- 
cd with fentiments of t'irtuc and true religion ; tlic only means of blunt- 


ing the edge of thofe calamities to which human life is fubjciff. The 
defolate jtountry through whiclt we had travelled for fo many days, made 
GHH.AN the more Rriking. Arzevil w^as bordered by olive trees : the 
walks in their gardens were covered with vines, and their fruit-trees in 


* Kizii. fignifying rc4, it is probable this river may be called kishlazan from feme fuch reafon. 

K k 2 blof- 
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bloflbm: here were few marks of art, but nature, with a little induRry, 
feemed to furnifli all that was needful or pleafant. 

Upon our entrance into the village, we were received with marks of 
hofpitality ; for the peafants knew we ihould pay for what our occalions 
required ; but they were much alarmed on account of the king’s couriers 
who without pity take, and without mercy ride the horfes of the poor in- 
habitants. In faifl we had not been in the village two hours before eight 
of them arrived, who contrary to the ufual culiom, were armed with 
mufqucts, thiough in general they tvear only fabres : tlieir bulinefs was to 
examine, and take the dcpolition of the villagers concerning thirty robbers, 
who had lately infefted the country, and of whom we had I'een a party of 
live, three days before, 

Thefe couriers wear a white falh girded from their dionldcrs to their 
waifl: many times round their bodies, by which means they are enabled 
to ride for many days without great fuiguc : they take liorfes wherever 
they can find tJiem, which frequently are not returned to the owiu:rs : 
they even difmount travellers, and often leave them to walk with their bag- 
gage. The injullice of this behaviour occailons their being fometirnes rc- 
pulfcd and fevereiy treated ; though according to tlie laws, an intirc fub- 
niiffion is required, as they arc employed for the king’s bufmefs. Pofl- 
mafters are fupplied by the king’s orders with 30, 40, or 50 horfes, ac- 
cording to their appointments ■, Vmt us the demand is frequently greater 
than they are able to fupply, and the shaj?’s allowance very fmall, they* 
are often obliged to abfeond, which is a great caufe of the barbarity of the 
couriers. One of theic poflmafters being challenged upon this account 
by KAJUR, anfvvcrcdin thefe terms : “That I have not fupplied your cou- 
“ tiers v.'ith horfes, is mofl certain ; hecaufe far »cvcry ten horfes you 
“ prcvkkd, you fent me twenty couriers : a man had better die at once, 

“ than live to ferve arafeal j” and immediately he.ftabbed himfelf^ The 
SHAH cried out “ that is a brave fellow j fave him but it was^too late. 

Whom he pe&siahs call Choppars^ 

^ TiiU is but the kcond iniUnce that 1 have known of a Persia n’s being guilty of fuicidc. * 

Whilft 
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Whilft I was in this village I obferved, not without indignation, boys 
of twenty, armed with a military authority, giving blows on the heads of 
thole, whole grey beards fpoke their age, and the reverence due to it. 
This fort of treatment was praftifed fometimes for very trifling offences, 
and frequently for no offence at all : nor could I reftrain my own Arme- 
nian fervants on many occafions from following this brave example; 
till I alTurcd them they fhould receive ten ftrokes for one they gave. Hav- 
ing relfefhed ourfelves, we departed in the evening, taking our rout over 
a high mountain, from whence we delccndcd into a plealant and fruitful 
valley, and crofling the kizilazan, we took up our lodging two leagues 
diflance from arsevil. 


The ill of April, wa" paffed throngli the narrow paths in the moun- 
tains wliich guard the province of ghilan, in view of many plcafant 
valleys, and travelling 7 leagues, arrived at cuedun ; here -wc lodged in a 
very mean caravanferai, whicli we left early the next morning, and arrived 
happily at resiij/. 


C H A P. XL 


T'-'t' auder tirrixi's at lancarood, 
for tin expedition to B a lick an. He 
be enters into a converfation, ''The 
of ternperajtce, drejf bsc. An acc 


end finds vaxal preparations making 
is vi filed h a mullah, nvith -reborn 
MULLAifi notion of marriage, alfo 
ount of the %eon}cn, their marriages. 


dome/iic Jlavery, and fuhjeA ion in 


PE RSI. A. ’■Thoagbis cn jealoufy, and mar- 


riages in EUROPE compared reitb tbofe of ass A. 


A fter the ple-ifurc of feeing Mr. brown, and 4 ny other friends 
in RKSHD, the 4.th of April 1 departed from thence, and arrived 
early the next morning at lancjarood, where I was for the third time, 
kindly wiceivcd by Mr. elton, and two of the french mifllonaries, 
who were then with him. I’hey informed me, that all the Ihips and 
veffcls on the pe^rsian coaff of the case^ian, had been taken into the 
shah’s femce, in order to carry provifions to balkhan ; die king pur- 
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luing his intention of creeling a h.'rtification in that place, with a view to 
keep the Turkic man tartars in awe; and by tliiving them from that 
advantageous retreat, in lome mcafurc prevent their incui iions This ai- 
afFair was fo warmly profccuted, that the thips already laden at rnxel- 
LZE by tlie RUSSIAN and Armenian merchants for astrachan, were 
threatened to liavc their cai goes taken out. Thcic naval preparations were 
conducted by the admiral mahommrd khan, whole ignorance of mari- 
time affairs J have aireadv mentioned : he was fo little a mailer of liis bu- 
iinefs, that he did not know the ncceility of n.ivigating linps at (bine dil- 
tance from the liiorc ; nor that boats, on the other liand, muff coaff it. 
Finding me returned fuccefsfully from the camp, he appeared jealous of my 
refentment of his lormer cendudf ; and apprehenlivc that the value of the 
piffols I had preiented him was greater than it really was'^ j being IgnorarA 
alfo how to ul'c tlic fcrow-barrils, he oflei'cd to return them ; to whicli I. 
had no objcblion. 

Policy did not require tlie iemblance of refentment on my part; and cha- 
rity feldom warrants the reality of it. A mind fuperior to the injuries 
we fufi'er by the v/caknefs or wickednefs of others, feems to be the fureft 
mark of that gcnerollty of fpirit which chrlffianity requires, and bids 
faireff to I'ecure tb.at tranquility whicli conffitutes in great mcafure our 
temporal happintfs. If wc refkcl tliat men generally adt like thcmfclves, 
-and arc no better tlian their heads and their hearts permit them to be ; 
at the fame time th.at this confideration teaches us whom to truft in the af- 
fairs of the world, it fliould inffrud: us alfo how to ffifle our refentments ; 
and to thi.'ik it our greateft glory to triumph over the pride, that is, the 
weaknefs of liuman nature. This is moff certainly the leffon which the great 
law-giver of the Christian world both taught and pradifed. 

Mahommf.o khan was ordered to march towards astrarad with 
the forces under his command. I vifited him tp enquire of what was 
pafllng in astrabad ; and underffood that things were yet in the utttioft 
difbrdcr. He and his family were under great af5?idion, news being come 
that MIR HASSAN REG, a general, and one of his near relations, was run 

See Chap. XX. |* He had heard chat thoic lent co ali kouli kham were werth looo crowns. 
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from the shah's camp to the rebels at shir ass : nor were his thoughts 
lefs perplexed on account of the difficulties he appreheniled in the expe- 
dition to TURKUMANiA. Hc pretended to have received orders in rela- 
tion to the decree which the shah had granted, for the payment of my 
lofs at ASTRABAD, and demanded an account of the particulars of it, which 
1 gave him. 

I was vinted here by a mullah, who came in company with shah- 
VF.RHiL BKO, the pcrfon to whom I was fo much obliged: thev enter- 
tained us with fevcral quotations out of their poets, pavticularly with re- 
gard to the pleafures and miCeries of life, ariling from the fociety of ^yo- 
mcn j and expreffed thcmfelvcs upon this fubje£t with great delicacy. 
SHAHVLiiDiE Bi o was an admirer of Bacchus, as well as of venus. 
Ahcr other remarks the .Ntur.LAn obierved to me, that though their 
law j'crinittctl a plurality of wives, uiul did not rclfrain men in their 
number of concubines ; yet they always conlidered luin as the moll; vir- 
tuous man, wlvo confined himfelf to one wife, without any concubine : 
be intimated liir, opinion at the lame time, that celibacy icemed to be a ' 
war againll nature, and was co{ifequcntly a vice. 


Tlic u ndcncy of the mullau’s doccrinc was plainly upon tlic Chris- 
tian Ichcmc, of cjm: to one ; and tirat the date of marriage is the Hate 
of nature; coPirsdering man as an animal, a rational, a focial, or an ac- 
countable being. The praedice or the mahommkdaxs however feems to 
oppofe all thefe principles, except the Ihil : no man can have a natural 
right to a plurality of women, hecautc of liis fuperior wealth and for- 
tune ; for if he has many, the poor man cannot have one, unlefs we fup- 
pofe the lives of men to be conlidcrably Ihortcr than thofe of women, 
whicli is not the cafe ; neither arc there mere women born than men. It 
has been a lubjc<i't often difputed, if polygamy tends to tlie encreafe of 
mankind : it is true in countries where it is aliov/cd, }iar,.;ly a fingle wo- 
man is to be found after the age of 1 6 or 1 8 ; whereas this is not tlie cafe 
in CHRISTENDOM : yet if marriage among the Christians was fo uni- 
verfal as among the mahommedans, it may be prefumed tiiey would 
have the advantage, if they have it not as the cafe now Hands; becaufe a 
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defcd; in nature in one man, could render only one woman infertile; 
whereas among tlie polygamies it renders many fo. There are other rea- 
fons in favour of the Christians, arifing from the freedom fo natural to 
mankind even from their infancy, which mahommedan women and 
children do not enjoy : add to this, the plagues, wars, cruelties, and famines 
w'hich happen among die latter, more than in Christendom : but it is a 
matter of no great moment wdiicli has the advantage, if it is prefumed that 
it will not make any difference in the religion or politics of cither. 


Only four wivx’s for life are efleemcd honounible in Persia ; and 
■though men of fortune have generally more women, the rell arc held ns 
concubines. Tlie notion of their marrying their lifters has been long 
exploded. Bthire marriage the woman is examined in regard to her 
perfon by the mother, oir other relation of the man ; as the man is by the 
parents or friends of the woman. A report being made, the woman's pa- 
rents demand tlie price, whicli being paid, the judged or, where there 
is none, die prieft having received notice that the parties are ready, 
marries them, oftentimes wdtliout their haring ever iecn cacli otlicr. Tlie 
PERSIANS may many for a month, or any time agreed upon bettveen the 
parties, in the ju'crencc of the pricll, and feparate when the time is expired ; 
but tlic woman mnft not marry again immediately, unlefs (lie is certain 
of not being with clfdd. If flie is pregnant, the man is obliged to fup- 
port her for a year ; and if the child is a male, it is his ; if a fomale, hers. 
But marriage does not give them any liberty; for the women, to all ap- 
pearance, are co'nfidercd as little more than fervile creatures formed for the* 
plcafure and Intinlgence of their lord. 


Happy were it for the Christian w'orld if women w^ere more gene- 
rally taught from the earlicft time of life, that rebellion againft hufoands 
in EUROPE is at Icaftas great a crime as Asiatic tyranny over wives; and the 
thoughts of the latter mull ncceffarilv make tliem iliuddcr. The medium 
may be found in roinc countries' ; but the extreme is apt to prevail. Wo- 
men arc not often taught the dodiine of fubordination otherwife than by 

' ? ; Kt. * wuClah. 'Perhaps as miTch in snuland as any where. 
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ciiftom j which they fometimes call, and much oftener think an arbitrary 
invafion of their rights : the underftanding and the heart ought to fub« 
feribe to this dodirine, in order to eftablifli this rule of conduit u|X)n a fo- 
lk! bads. Thus women might more generally comprehend, that fubordi- 
nation is neceffary to the very being of government j that the pre-eminence 
which men enjoy, confifts chiefly in a rupericr toil ; that whether a 
man has the mind of an angel, or a brute, ilill the gentle paffions, and a 
fubmtflive conduil of' a wife, mull eflablifli her power in the heart of her 
huflaand more permanently than all the arts of pride and rebellion ; thus it 
mull; be if flie means to pofl'efs his affeitions : and if Hie does not mean it, 
he has the greater rcafon to maintain that fuperiorlty with which nature 
has liwefled him. And as providence has appointed man the guardian 
nn<l protedor of woman, he ought therefore to be the chief objed of her 
love J not in an abftraded fpcculation, but in a manner fuitable to the 
great ends of providence. 

To etirer deep into this argument, is not my purpofe ; I only mean to 
recommend an ohfcrvance of the wife difpofitions of providence, and to 
flicw how reciprocal the happinels of m;inkind, as focial beings, muft ne- 
cefliu ily he, as well from the make of the human mind, as from the ne- 
ccllitics to which our condition is lubjedcil. But there is one particular 
whicii I rhiiik r)ught never to be forgotten : the fenfible part of man- 
kind arc ever lamc-nting the great want of fricndlhip in the world : they 
form high ideas of the charms of it: they purfue it with anxious deiircs: 
but how few have virtue enough to enjoy it } and of thofc few, how linall 
is the niimbcr of fuch as are fo fortunate to find their equals j infomuch 
that it has been emphatically laid, “ tlierc are as many kings as friends.” 
It is a common ohfervation, that men excel women in friendihip, as wo- 
men do men in love : it is certain the firlt depends moll on the u n.dcr~ 
Handing, the laft on the aftedions; but it would not be any lubjcd of wonder, 
confidcring the modern polite education of European women, if they were 
deficient in both : to the former at leall greatdifeernnient, as well as gootinefs 
of heart are eflentially neceflary : ho%vevcr as this amounts to no more 
than opinion, I may declare mine ; tliat if there arc not m.u<v friendlliips 
VoL. I. L 1 in 
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in the wedded ftate, there are yet fewer in any other ; confequently thofe 
who are adventixrers for a friend, ought to run tiie rifque of marriage, if 
they can fo temper their paflions with judgment, as to difeern the differ- 
ence between love and friendihip, and make a happy mixture of both. 

Mankind are in many refpedls the fime in all countries j but the ma- 
HOMMEDANS certainly deviate from the laws of god and nature, by an 
arbitrary invafion of the rights of one half of the fpccies. Tell a ma- 
HOMMEDAN, that EUROPEAN womcn are permitted to walk abroad with 
their faces uncovered, to fee, and to Ijieak to mc!i ; he cries with affoniffi- 
ment ! “ How is it poillblc that the Christians can fuffer fuch an abufer” 
By this we fee he has no notion of a principle ariilng from education 
and religion. Talk to him of making wives the guardians of their own 
honour, with fome prudent reftridtions, as women may be dlrTerently cir- 
cumftanced : he fays, “ Alas! women are the fame in all countries; if this 
“ condudt was permitted among us, inffead of a plurality of wiv'cs, w'hat 
“ jfecurity could we have in tlie property of one ? 1 thank my ffars that I 
** w^as born a mahommedan.” In the light which they fee things, this 
is very eafy to imagine ; but they forget, that their w'omen w'oiild have a 
juffer reafon to blefs their stars, had they been born Christians, at lead 
in countries where they enjoy one common liberty with the men. 

Women in asia may fometimes live in harmony in the harram : 
dieir lord may have a fecurity in the poflefilon of their perfons: kind treat- 
ment may even engage their hearts, but not upon folid principles. We 
often fee cuftom and habit prevail over nature; but can a woman who loves 
a man, bear a competition for his diftinguiftied regard', without fuffering the 
corroding pains of jealoufy ? 

The joys of an European hulband, who underftands his religion as a 
CHRISTIAN, and his obligations as a focial being, arc certainly founded in 
reafon and nature: bat to abate the triumphs of tKeir boafled fuperiority 
over the mahommkuans, let us confidcr the number whole lives are 
rendered unpleaiant; how few are compleatly happy, and how many mi- 
fcrable by the methods eflabiilhed in Europe in the marriage-ftate. I’hefe 

evils 
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evils feem to arife chiefly from one capital error, which men arc apt to fall in- 
to. Our paflions are as eflential a part of our nature as our reafonj and wo- 
men, with fome difference of obje<^ls, are equally fubjeil: to them wiA 
men. Where an absurd education does not make their vanity pre- 
ponderate, love will ever prove the ruling pafiion in a woman’s bread: ; it 
will tindlurc all her thoughts, and give a bias to every part of her condud:; 
nor is this her crime, but her virtue and felicity, the order of providence, 
and the wife deftination of nature. The great fecret of life then, is to 
find a proper obje<d for that pafiion : the hufband mud be himfclf tlie 
lover, if he means to be beloved *. by the cenfidency of his own conduft 
he mull infpire his wife with true notions of happinefs, that is, with fen- 
ment.s of true virtue and religion ; and thus he may preferve inviolate in 
the higlicd fenfe the cxclufivc property to which he is intitlcd. 

But there is a great difference between a manly rational love, and a paf- 
fionatc foiuinef;. The edeem wdiich women of fentiments ufually have 
for men, rifes or falls in proportion to the opinion they have of their wif- 
dom ; but the effeminate fervibties of a floating fondnefs bid fair to bring 
on that latiety or contempt which he is mod folicitous to prevent, flow- 
cver drong the pafbon of fovereignty may be in the bread of fome women, 
the man who renounces bis fuperiority, will for that roafon, become an 
object of her contempt. A mafculinc tendernefs, and politencfs of man- 
ticrs, are the bed means of tying the bands of \vedkx:k, and making them 
graceful, honourable, and productive of folid happinefsi towards wromcn of 
didinguilhed beauty, bccaufe they are mod in danger, and always think 
thcmfelves mod entitled to regard : to her who is not beautiful, becaufe 
this didinClion, if die has any ingenioulncfs of nature, will infpire her 
heart with a reciprocal love ; and as it mud flatter her opinion of her 
own merit, will give a proof of the tadc and undordanding of her huf- 
band. Thus in cither cale, he will receive the dronged feenrity of her 
fidelity, and the bed earned of a mutual felicity. Marriage, upon the 
CHRISTIAN fcheme, is undoubtedly well calculated for the Jiappinels of 
mankind; all conditions have their peculiar calamities j but I am per- 
fuaded that mod of the miferies which are imputed to that date, are re- 
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ally ov/ihg to the abu/e of it ; for we ought to remember, that the man 
©r woman, wlio is a fool before marriage, will not be changed by a mi- 
racle i but if there is good fenfe on either lide, this may be a natural means 
of their becoming wile. 


There is an uxoiMAN Icheme wliich promifes well; but perhaps it is 
calculated or.Iy ihr u roPiA : it is indeed too good for the prefent age: I 
do not mean that of buying wives, as they do in Persia, but to take 
them without dowry: the inheritance of the female, when flie firil mar- 


ries /liould revert to the male heir cf 


This feheme is not the 


\vorfc bccauih it will lla 
court : human natiire 


rile a rich maid bred up in the fplendor of a 
would be the lame; men would marry: the 


defuc of happ’mefs would be tlic lame, and m 
sooNEP., becaufc they might rationally promii'c 
nefs than experience can mnv ordinarily iufliiy. 
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theml'clvcs MORE happi- 
In proportion to their 


would THAT of their wives ncccfiarily be : more men 


many, bccaufe they vvould follow reafon and nature more, without be- 
ing perplexed with the dtiires of giatilications, founded in avarice or va- 
nity : and as “ no marriage would be made without love, fewer loves 
would follow without marriage.” Virtue, and confcqucntly happinefs a- 
mongft women, would be cultivated ; becaufe they would have only their 
beauty and accompliflinients to infpirc the breall; of men. This Icheme 
w^oukl alfo enforce filial piety and duty to pcirenis : children would 
draw this blefi'ing on their heads; for it would create a ftronger connexion 
by the dcpcndaixc which they uoukl have on their parents, who in 
cafes of unfortunate marriages, might the better be relieved; whereas pa- 
rents, by the large dowries now given, are generally incapable of giving 
more; and their affeilions often become cold, by their not being fhewn 
that refpect from manieil children, which they would naturally receive 
under the ftronger influence of interefl. 


This defign might indeed be the wwfe for the rich, who have neither 
beauty, virtue, fenfe, or any accompli ftiment, except their guilding; but 
thc intimbcr of thefe, w^hich I hope is not large at prefent, would then 
be' very fmall. As to the variety of opinions among men concerning fe- 
male 
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male charms, they would be more free and genuine, bccaufe unbiafled by 
any confideratiou foreign to nature: and if one woman was by thislchema 
excluded from marriage, ten would find hulbands, who now languifh 
through life in a wretched celibacy ; women in general are therefore in- 
terefted to confent to tills propofal. 'I'hc riches of the w'orld would be 
neither more nor lefs than they are now : the rights of a wife in a free 
country would not be abridged, except the rights of independency in 
point of fortune j and what would they lofe by this, when it is well known, 
that from hence tu'iies the notion of a feparate intcrefr, which may be pur- 
fued WHEN AND II ow they plcafc ; and the frequent confequcnce of this 
opinion is nothing lefs than misery to both hulband and wife, as foine 
thoulands I believe arc ready to atteft. 

Whatever may be the confequence of too much liherty in euiiofe j in- 
ASIA, at leaft in that part of it which is the fubjed: of tlicfe remarks; 
the women arc the abjed ilavcs of men’s appetites, being but little remov- 
ed from proflitutes : and with regard to the men, tlieir pleaiurcs carmot 
go much deeper than their fenfes. It is not difeoveratde from the manner 
in vvliich tliey treat the fuhjed, and as little from the natun; of their cor- 
rdpondence widi women, that tliere are many traces of fr'^ndtliip 
mixed with love ; confequently few partnerfliips in the cares or calanu- 
tics of life ; and as to the pleaiurcs and amufements of it, taev arc necef- 
farily confined wdthin very narrow bounds. But for tlic greats, r ilcta aty 
of their property in their wives, the only one which nauir fecnicd to 
have any regard to, on his coining to tlie crown he jnibliiJR a an ordi- 
nance, which made it prefent death for any perfon whomibcvei-, n ho 
fhould attempt to corrupt another man’s wife, or forcib! / take a married 
woman from her hulband j for which reafon thoJ'e who have beautiful 
daughters give them in marriage very young, that they may not be expof- 
ed to any violence. In the reign of hussein, men of great difrindion 
were wont to feize upob what women they pleafed, whether married or 
fihgle ; but as nadir, himfelf was a ftrid obferver cf the law juft men- 
tioned, very few perfoiis had the boldnefs to violate it in his time, 

The 
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The women of ghilan are very induftrious j the common fort are 
often feen abroad without veils, planting rice, and performing otlier officer 
of agriculture : and widiin doors they are employed in fpinning and working 
in different manufactures : but women of fuperior quality work very little, 
if at all. Quintus curtius mentions alexanuer’s lending to da- 
Rius’s mother fevcral pieces of purple, and other rich veflures, which he 
had received from macedon; that if the manufaClure pleafed her, fhe 
might caufe her grandchiklren to be taught how to make them for their 
diverlion. This, as the hidorian reprefents, was refented as a great indig- 
nity, it being efteemed mean and dilhonourable for ladies in Persia to 
work in wool. Alexander excufed himfclf as being ignorant of their 
cufloms, alledging that his fidcr had worked the robe in which he was 
arrayed. The Persian ladies are ftlU of that opinion; nor is this fur- 
prizing, if we confider that in Europe, where induftry is reckoned a prin- 
cipal virtue, there are many women, whofe birth, fortune, and beauty, 
might challenge the highed attention, wJio chufe to be ignorant of the el- 
lential duties of life, rather than of the vain ceremonies and amufements 
of it. 

The women in ghilan arc fair, their eyes and hair black; but here, 
as in other places, they often ufe a drug with which they blacken 
their eyes : they appear at lead to have received a tinClure from it, but it 
leaves a blacknefs on the eye- lids ; they edeem large eyes, infomuch that 
as a figure to exprefs the highed idea of tlie beauty of a woman, the 
females of paradife ai'e reprefented with prodigious large eyes. In this 
province their features are finall ; thofe, as well as their dature, par- 
taking much of the delicate. But in general the Georgians are mod: 
edeemed for the charms of their perfons. Their children are bred up in 
the marram, and like the Portuguese and jews, are very handfome 
when young ; but the males foon change their countenance. The females 
who do not labour in the field, arc feldom feen abroad except in a morn- 
ing before the fun riles, and then they are covered with veils, which reach 
down to their feet. When they travel on hofeback, every lady of diftinc^ 
tion is hot only veiled, but has generally a fervant, who runs or rides be- 
fore 
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fore her to clear the way ; on fuch occafions the men, even in the 
market-places, always turn their backs till the women are paft, it being 
thought the higheft ill manners to look at them } but this awful refpe€l is 
but a proof of the flavery in which they are doomed to live. The care 
which they take to conceal their faces, to avoid the imputation of acting 
indelicately, and contraiy to cuftoni, has made fo ftrong an imprefllon on- 
them, that I was told of a woman, who being accidentally furprized in 
bathing, fhewed her whole perfon except her face ; to hide which, all her 
folicitude was employed. 

The notion which the Persians have imbibed concerning the female 
world, prevents their being involved in the dilhefles of love, fucli as lof- 
ing their fenles for the fake of a woman, though they are betrayed into 
many improprieties of condinff on this account. Jcaloufy which gene- 
rally prevails in the wanncll climates, is Jiot unknown to the heart of a 
a PERSIAN } the nearer approach to the fun, may aftet^l mahommedans 
as w^cll as Christians ; but as in the politer countries of Christendom, 
womcji are generally conhdered, in mod: refpedts, upon an equality with 
men; and in Persia, as rnucli inferior to thcan ; there inuft confequently 
be among Christians a greater regard to conjugal love. The difference 
in religions, as well as in the culloms and manners of countries, will hard- 
ly admit a comparilon j but as jcaloufy fometimes occalions the infidelity 
of women in Europe, it is always a fafeguard to them in asia, where 
they arc never conllitutcd tlie guardians of their owui honour. 

We find cuftotn has a great influence on the manners of mankind in 
all countries. In fuanck tlicre is a more liberal indulgence of women 
than in England^ and yet, contrary to this rule, I believe it is beyond dif- 
putc that ENGLISH wives greatly exceed the french in chaflity; nor in 
faying this do I fo much depreciate the women of that nation, as aferibe 
the natural efledl to the caufc ; for the fuperior excellence of our religion 
makes a flronger hold j wliilft the cufloni of France, and genius of the 
people with regard to their gaiety, is a temptation i for though chaflity, 
and great vivacity of fpirlt, are things very confiflent j yet the latter is, in 
its nature, apt to deceive the guards who watch the avenues to the heart, 

and 
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and to flatter them into a perfuafion, that there is ijo danger near j where- 
as a more ferious turn of mind creates an awe, and keeps the enemy at a 
diftanee. On the other hand, in Portugal, and other countries in the 
ibuth of EUROPE, where jealoufy abounds moll, and where the leafl con- 
fidence is repofed in women, there is mofl: incontinence : fo that it is hard 
to fay, whether jealoufy has tended moft to this immorality j or this 
immorality cilablilhed jealouiy, as a kind of national vice. Thispaffion, 
which feems to have its foundation partly in coaflitution, muft arife alfo 
from indifereet engagements, from whence proceed thofe fad apprehen- 
fions of being unamiable to the objedl belov^ed : but it is natural to con- 
clude, in mofl; cafes, that the more vicious men are, the more they 
fufpett others 3 and confequently are themfclves the more fubjeil to 
alarms. 

Now that I am fallen upon fo delicate a fubjeeff, I cannot help remark- 
ing, that although men of Icntiments are very cautious of acknowledging, 
that this paffion has in the Icafl tiiuflured their minds, nor is it in the na- 
ture of things, that they can be ingenuous in confcfllons of this fort ; yet I 
believe there arc very few men without a degree of it. The aged, the 
proud, the timorous, and the tender, are perhaps the mofl fufccptible of this 
paflion, where there arc any circundlances in the objedl beloved, to a- 
wakenitj but alhamcd as men ufually arc in this inflance, the queltion 
is, if jcaloufy is not a natural pafllon of the mind, as a compound of pride, 
love, hope, and four; and if it may by a Jkilful direflion anfwer feveral 
of the great ends of providence, as well as the otlier paflions from whence 
I fuppofe jealoufy to be derived ? What the fatal eflcdls of the excels of 
every pafllon are, tlie hillory of the world can furnirti us with inftances 
innumerable. Pride, love, fear, kill a thoufand diflereat ways, entirely un- 
obferved by the generality of men, whilfl one defperSle aCl of jcaloufy is 

entered upon record, and. iranfmitted to future generations. 

« 

If we confldci jcaiouly as a pafllon diftindl from all others, and that it 
MAY be employed to good purpofes ; the..poifon of it will in a great mea- 
fiare evaporate ; for evci y pafllon was certainly given us for wife ends. I 
believe there are not many men, and perhaps fewer women, who having 

endea- 
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endeavoured to paf$ through life with innoeence, are not without lingular 
obligations to this paffion; I mean, with regard to themselves, as that 
which has conftantiy waited on them like a guardian angel, to protefl them 
in their fidelity to their own principles ; for if jealouly is a natural paffion, 
its influence neceflarily extends to ourselves, though in common life we 
do. not often make OURSELVES the obje^s of it*. This principle being 
granted, how often might it have guarded the honour of families, and pre- 
vented that diftrefs in which we have feen them involved. There is a 
vulgar notion prevails amongft women, fuch at leaft who are not very 
wife, as well as thofe who are not very virtuous, tliat fufpicion is a great 
provocation to infidelity : whereas jealoufy, though it implies a diffidence, 
may be only fuch as is founded in a general knowledge of human nature ; 
or a great infirmity of mind ; and though it is often a proof of pride, it can 
hardly exifl: witliout love ; but a woman might, with the fame propriety, 
beat out her hufband's brains, becaufe his head achs, as be unfaithful to 
him, becaufe he is jealous ; for it can by no means alter the nature of her 
obligations. On the other hand, it is a duty in men to remember, that 
this paffion, if indulged, is an indignity to a w'oman, and does fometimes 
bring on the very evil it is employed to prevent. 

In countries where women arc confidered as equally entitled to the pri- 
vileges of human nature, and are not only exempt from the fervile fub- 
je^lions of the east,* but enjoy the honour of being free, as well as the 
liberty of being virtuous, they can hardly be devoid of fentiment : and it 
muft neceflarily follow, that in proportion as a woman loves a man, ihe 
will avoid what is injurious to his peace : whilfl: he, confeious of this 
ficknefs of mind, will be equally watchful that it fhall not offend her; 
and thus, by a IkUful management, their very frailties may be converted 
into a blefling, afi^ exhibit a thouland latent virtues, which, for want of 
trial, might never have been called forth, 

tf 

I have confidered jealoufy in a different light from that in whioJi it is 
generally fliewn} but niankind«,are agreed, that all the fvveets of l6vc 

® ThU is vifing the term jealoufy for fufpicion and dffiidence ; but it mull be rcincmbcred liuit this 
term h warrantable, as when a man is jhauqvh of his honour ; which, though a hgurativc t.\piciEon, 
if very appofite to this opinion. 

VoL. I. M ni Ir arc 
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arc no couiiterpoife for the bitter pangs of this corroding paffion : and that 
mqn are as highly intereftcd not to indrudt themfelves io the art of felf» 
tornient, as not to teach their wives an evil lellbn. it may be allb re- 
marked, tiiat jcaloufy, abLlraited from ail regards to wouiea j as in ao 
qnairitaiice, friendihip, and the intcrcourlc of the world at large, Hiews it* 
fclf moll in the wcakell men j though all men of tender minds are ex- 
tremely fulccptible of It. Pride is generally its companion, and fear its 
guide ; forrow and vexation of fpirit fupport its banners, and it leads us 
into the paths of mil'ery. This is the cafe when wx fuffer it to get the 
afcendency ; but when fubfervient to the ends of lite, it is, I think, produc- 
tive of the good I have painted out. 

To return to my converlation with the mullah, from whence thefc 
reflexions took their rife, he afforded me yet further occafion for moralis- 
ing. He obferved that I did not eat nor drink any thing that was offered 
me, and being himfeif a valetudinari an, he afked the reafon of rny 
abflinence: I told him, “ It is a common faying in Europe, that a man 
' is a fool, or his own phyfician by the age of forty ; I want many years 
“ of that period; yet my conllitution has given me great experience how 
“ tottering thefe fabrics of our bodies are.” Here it may be obferved, 
that an impatience of ccrtaiti foods, and other gratifications, is fometimes 
as prevalent in men of infirm conllitutions, as in others. Mr. pope, by 
what he fays of himfclf, has fet this matter in a clear light ; and happjs 
are thofe who can truly apply it to themfelves : “ My youth” fays this au- 
thor, as well as I remember, “ has dealt fairly and lioncftly by me; and, 
“ by early intimations of mortality, checked my career, and prevented 
“ many injurious, and perhaps criminal exceffes into which my paflions 
“ might have betiaycd me.” The mullah exprefled his approbation of 
the proverbial faying I have quoted, arraignctl mankind, and condemned 
himfeif in particular, for want of that common attention to health, without 
which, he obferved, it is next to impoffiblc for foiJie men to pafs through 
life exempt from pain ; and bcfidcs the mifery and perturbations of mind 
which it creates, it alfo difqualifies us for the affairs of the world. 
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We now changed our fubjedt ; and he faid with an ingenuous freedom : 
How comes it that you, who are abftemious in your food, are not of a- 
piece in your apparel ; there ought to he an uniformity in a man’s con- 
“ dudl.” I thanked him for his admonition, and replied : “ In things I do 
not find injurious in their confequchces, it feems to me a kind of duty 
to conform to the cuflom of thofc with whom we aflbeiate. You may 
** impute as much as you pleafe to vanity ; but I n\ufi: confefs to you my 
** philofophy does admit of feme indulgence of this kind : different occa- 
“ fions, and the different kinds of people with whom we aflociate, muff, 

“ in fonic meafure, determine in what manner a man ought to drefs. Se- 
“ venil CTninci'it philofophers in euiiope have recommended the garb to 
be ratiici above, than below a man’s fortune, in which I prefume they 
“ allude to certain ranks in life : a good coat will often procure a man 
“ admittance, where a bad one w’ill expofe him to contempt. This is 
“ no where more true tiia.u in your country, of which I have already had 
a painful experience: and lince the world in general is governed chiefly 
hy outward appearances ; and that innocence of life, or even flrength 
“ of rcafun alone, will-not purchafe much cfleem ; wc may, I think, ac- 
“ commo ’etc curfclves to the world in things wdrich are indifferent in 
their nature, whatever may be urged by thofe philofophers and divines, 
who arc -apt to confider how things ought to be, rather than how they 
‘‘are.” The mullah fliook his head, and acknowledged the application 
** of the argument w ith regard to plxsia. 

I had indeed taught on fcvcral occafions, how neceffan' externals 
were in that country, as well to prevent being treated infolently, as to pur- 
chafe that refpeef, which is of great utc to the good comiucl of bufouf; ivi 
that country. In trading nations, w'hcfc the fuppofe<.l pccuniarv’ of 

men conflitutes the greatefl part of the refpece paid them, cloatlrs arc leis 
effential : but as thefc externals among others, are material difiiudiions of 
an affluent fortune ; even in fuch nations, fome rcfpc« 51 : wdll be ever paid 
to a man’s coat ; particularly among the young, the gay, or the female 
world, which conftitute a very great part of mankind j and that part which 
he is NO philofopher who defj)ifes. 
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Witli regard to motives of policy and cuRom, this notion had carried 
our fadlors in the fouth of j-ersia much farther than us who came from 
the cold regions of Russia: they had their gold cAalleans, rich 
SHASUES, running footmen, led horfes, &c. Their drefs was Persian, 
except the hat and wig, and their garments for parade were lined with 
SASLES, Shah sultan iiussein gave them a noble palace and fine 
gardens and once, at a public entei tainment made for this prince, the 
fa<i.fors fpread the ground with fcarlet-cloth for him to walk on from the 
royal palace to their own, and afterwards gave the cloth to the foldiers. 
This conduct was in finne inftances political amongd: fo oflentatious a 
people as the Persians, and no doubt had its good effcdlsj and the trade, 
whilft it was in a flouriihing condition, might pollibly fupport a coidide- 
rable expence : but the invaiion of the afomans no longer permitted the 
continuance of it, and other prudential reafons now reftrain thefe factors 
in a very great meafure. Mr. eeton however thought it becoming the 
rank he bore in his mailer’s lervice, to have four running footmen to at- 
tend him^ his adjutant was' gallantly mounted, and carried alight fowling- 
piece at the head of the cavalcade : the rear was brought up by the ca al-? 
LEAN bearer on horfeback, who carried a yak. tan ’’ with provifior)*, 
outward garments, and the like : but I cannot fay, this fliadow of a pre-^ 
carious pomp was any addition to my pleafure, becaufe I knew his ap- 
pointments of 2500 crowns ‘ a year were not equal to it. 

The converfation of the mullah gave occalion to many other re- 
flexions j but thole already mentioned exceed the bounds 1 have preferibed 
to myfclf in this work. 

Leather pannier. * This was the fiihry allowed by kadi r shah, to which be added an 

occafional preftnt or two of 500 crowns, very large promifes, which probably would not 
have producwl any thing. 
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C H A P. XLI. 

T[he author detained in expeBation of the arrival of captain wood roofed 
Defcription of the province 2/’ c h i l an, 

T he month of April being now almoft expired, I grew ftill more 
impatient to fee captain woodroofe, intending to go to astra- 
BAd by fea. Mr. elton endeavoured to render my hours as pleafantas 
fo wretched a place as langarood could make them, and obliged me 
often with the ufe of the fine horfe which the shah had given him. 

I now fent a fecond courier to naseer aga, to inform him in what 
fituation I was, and that I determined to go by land, if the fliip did not 
arrive in two or three days. Providence feemed to order things apparent- 
ly for the bed : the heavy oppreflions which had induced the people of 
ASTRA BAD to rcbcl, and the dreadful confequences of that rebellion, 
could not but draw cornaiiferation. But iny fentiments of their fufferings 
afforded me no affurance of their regard to juffice, much lefs of their for- 
bearaiice to injure m.e in the profecution of my bufinefs, if they had ,an 
opportunity of doing it. During my flay in ghilan many of the rebels 
were removed by death, whom my prefence could not have faved, and 
their adherents being the more huntbled, were probably the lefs difpofed 
to acts of violence. The fcvcral journies which I made in ghilan af- 
forded me an opportunity of making fome remarks on that province ; and 
my leifure allowed me time to commit them to writing. 

Ghilan is covered on one fide by a mountain, nearly in form of a 
crefeent j and what adds much to its beauty is the abundance of tim- 
ber, and other wood, and the feveral romantic feenes w'hich the various 
face of the earth affords. At the foot of the mountain to the eaftward, 
near the bay is a hot bath, the water of which is of a yellowiffi colour, 
and much cftcemed fbr its medicinal qualities. The feveral pafies into 
GHILAN are all very difficult j the narrow pafs which leads to it from the 
call through astrabad and mazanderan, and from the weft by len- 
GER-K.UNAN, ate not much inferior to that of pile-rubar already men- 
tioned. 
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tiohed. From hence it arofe, that the kings jpf pgItsi A Haw «^er found 
it very difficult to keep the inhabitants of the fputhern coaft: of the cas- 
pjAN in fubjedion, and ftfll more, to reduce them when they have once 
rebelled : nadir iecmcd to make it a maxim, never to keep any troops 
ohthiscpaR. .-M" 

Re SHD, the chief city in ghilan, about 20 years ago was furrounded 
by a thick wood, which rendered it extremely unwholfomei infomuch that 
the ARMENIANS, who came from Turk f.y to buy filk, ufually flopped a 
day’s journey fliort of this place, and lent their fervants into the city. But 
the RUSSIANS no Iboner pofleired this beft part of the province, than they 
cleared the ground for near fifteen miles to the fouthward, and a prorpeCl 
is now opened which is bounded only by the mountains: thefe arc very 
lofty, their tons being generally covered with fnow through the whole 
year. The air of ghiuan, though admirably adapted to the cultivation of 
raw lilk and rice, of which no provhice has fuch plenty, is far fiom being 
healthful ; the fudden changes of it are produftive of agues, cfpccially to 
thofe w'ho are carclefs in their cloathing. The numerous maidltes occa- 
lioned by the inundation of the Caspian, the rice-fields often laid under 
water, and the vicinity of the mountains which arc covered w ith wood, all 
contribute to hurt the air, cfpeciaily when the- heat of the fun is violent, 
and.confcquently the exhalations ftrong. There arc frogs and gnats innume- 
rable, nor arc fpiders lefs abundant j tlje extreme moiflure of the earth 
breeds infedls even in tlicir Itoufes, wliiifl the air is fo productive of ruft, 
that even the woik of a wMteh can with difliculty be preferyed. The in- 
habitants of the province obferve, that women, mules, and poultry enjoy 
hca 1th, when all other animals nine aw*av wdth ficknefs: from whence it 
may be concluded, that the confinement of the women contributes to their 
prefervation. June, July, and Auguft arc their mofl unhealthy months : 
in October, h^ovember, and December they have genefally heavy rains. 
In the year 1741 an incredible quantity of flrow fdl, infomuch that the 
people of reshd had no communication with each other for fome days, 
.but from their houfe-tops, wffiich however are not very lofty ; they eveti 
aflured me that the fnow was, in fbmc places, to the depth of feven yards. 

They 
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They enjoy Jiefe a long fpring : their lawns and meadows are flfcwed 
with flowers, and the bulhes with honey-fnckles, fwect biars, and rO^ss. 
The foil is exceeding fertile, producing fome hemp and hops, and al- 
moft every kind of fruit without culture ; for beCdes oranges, Icmohs, 
peaches, and pomegranates, here are abundance of grapes, the vines flip- 
porting them fclvcs on the trees, and growing wild in the mountains, with 
great luxuriancy j fo that a confldcrable part of this province is quite a pa- 
radife, notwithflanding the many great inconveniences which attend it. 
Their grapes, for want of cultivation, are not of the moil excellent kind ^ 
nor will they make tolerable wdne, without a mixture of railins from the 
fouthern parts of the empire j but thefe fermented together produce very 
good wine. I'heir other fruits are not reckoned wholefome, efpecially to fo- 
reigners 5 the peaches and figs, in particular, partake much of the perni- 
cious nioiilurc vvdilch prcdouiinatcs in the lower parts of the province. 
CJiiii.AN is nlfo remarkable for p oduclng great quantities of box-wood, 
for wliich camels have an extreme fondnefs, though it is their immediate 
death if they cat of It ; for this rcafon there arc few or no camels brought 
into tljis province, tlieir caravans confifling of horfes, mules, and .cows*. 

There are feveral rivers and inlets on the coafl of citiLAN that abound 
in fifli : the mofl remarkable in the river of i.angarood, arc pike, carp, 
a fpecies of cod, and an oily fiih called cottoomk, much cftcenicd by 
the PCKSIANS j tiic head of it refcmblcs that of a mullet, but the colour, 
fins, and fcales are like thofc of a carp. Tliere is anotlier fiih found in 
moil: of the rivers and inlets on the Persian coafl, and ullb in the Volga, 
but never feen at fea ; it is called soome, the head is very large, and 
has the nearefl: refemblance to that of a dog- fifli, but the colour and fliape 
of the body is like a cod ; it has no fcales, but from the navel to the tail 
there runs afoft fin on the belly, as well as the back: this fifh, as 1 have 
been told, is very ravenous, and devours like a ihark, though it has no 
teeth i the flelli of it when boiled is extremely foft, and is never eaten by 
the PERSIANS. 

• Thiefe carry butthcni like' ether animalsu 
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CHAP. XLII. 

Ignorance of the Persians in regard to maritime affairs. 7he author fets 
out on his fecond journey from langarood to astrabad. DeJ'crip- 
tion of the province of mazanderan, with the cities of amul, bal- 
FRUSH, ^c. he is kindly received by the governor (f the province, ^he 
modern Persians debauched by fpirituous liquors. 

I N the clofe of this month of April Mr. elton fet up the ftem and 
ftern of the fliip he was building j upon which occafion we drank tJie 
shah’s health, and fired the cannon wq had on fliore. The Persians 
have very little maritime flrength: in the gulph of Persia they once 
had between 20 and 30 Ihips, partly built in Europe, and fome in 
PEGU and SURAT; but they were navigated by Indians and Portu- 
guese. Their fh ip-carpenters on the Caspian were moftly Indians, 
who perform their bufinefs with delicacy, but are very flow, and unfit 
for large work ; neitlrer do they underftand much of the ftruaure of vef- 
fels, or of the method of navigating them. But there cannot be a ftronger 
inllance of the ignorance of the Persians in regard to maritime affairs, 
than that of myrza mehtie, who was appointed admiral of the coafl be- 
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fore who was afterwirM* 

mmatcd,by;N 4 J 3 ik,to e^ii^hje into the Christian religion. Bein'^ iW 

as im^^ to bring my bufinefs to an ifllie* I*detS 
^Jonger, ahd|c^ the firft'Q^%y in the 

We;fct pUtfc^AStlABADy- . , #,y:‘ ^ '. '^ 


w t0cM^^i^on 

whom I depoi^,^,^ ttoofe^M MATTfeysE, the old Alt, 

Mt^^N, V^y^with me wheri the rc^8a broke out; m fix 
per ons we ar^p^, and maiiommed khan had promifed to furnifli us 
^ ^i^Joldiers, if neceflary^ for lome of the inhabitants of 

mazanderan, as well as astr Abad, had been in the rebellion • and 

hnowmg upon what bufinefs wc were going, and that part of the money 
mint .c levied on the.ii or their relations, it was not unreafonable to ap- 

pic lend, that they would make no fcruplc to obfirurt our journey, if they 
Iiiic (i luvourablc ( 'pportunity, ^ 

Tl,e firA evening wc were be, righted and loA in a wood ; we had fuc- 

w r^,r^“‘i ran from us. apprehending 
we honid treat them ,nj„ri„„dy. ,„ Utis pcplexity we made towards f 

tonic. tt«ke. c wc law a light, but found the entiru.cc han-icadoed with 

t.ees. we tiled tome cut, eat, cs to iterfnade the mailer of it to condued u, 

o RUD.zAit , but as we could not make nnv impreflion on him, we broke 

tohjshoule. and tvang a rope to one of his anns. compelled hint to 

coitduA us. However umvarrantable this conduA may apnear it v— 

quite agrce-able to the ptaalce of rrastA in fuel, caAs. irul' now’ .eemed 

abfolutely neceflaty, cfpecially as wc meant no barn, , on the coutta-y a,' 

his tmt,w“ for 

We faw a Ihip i„ the offing-, upon which we d„pt m a 
httle village m the mountains, and fent an exprefs to LAXCAKoon • but 
reecvntg anfwer the next day, that this ihip was not captain woonaooFt ', 
e proceeded on our journey without any more Mattering expe aations 
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Travelling about fix leagues, we foon entered the provintce of m azande- 
R AN, the weather being extremely delightful. Two of the carriers of my 
baggage through fear, or fome worfe caufe, left us and their loads in a very 
abrupt manner. The 4th, my hoiffes and mules being at pafture, were 
vifited by a wolf of a very extraordinaiy fize, of which there are numbers 
in thefe mountains j being driven oft* by the guard which was fet for fuch 
purpofes, this animal contented himfelf with killing a cow. In the mctf'n- 
ing we fet out early, and came up with a detachment of fifty foldiers, the 
commander of which very courteoufly offered his fervice to convoy us. 

I obferved that fbme of the lower parts of mazander an very much re- 
femble ghilan j but they are not fb clofely encircled by mountains, and 
the air is more free and pure. This province alfo abounds in water, of 
which many ftreams iftue from the fprings in the mountains ; but the rice- 
fields require a plentiful diftribution of it. They tell a ftory of an inha- 
bitant of the low-lands, who being afkcd die length of the province, an- 
fwered, “ tool up to the waift,” the word tool in persic fignifies 
ICngtli; but, in the dialed: of the province, mud. In the time of Alexan- 
der the GREAT thefe people were called mardi, and the antient name 
of the province of mazanderan was margiana. This coitntry is as 
fruitful as ghilan, and much more healthful ; in fadlthe inhabitants are 
ftronger, and more robuft. It produces great quantities of cotton, which 
are fent in large boats to the market at reshd, from whence part of it is 
carried into Russia j and this is the only province in the north of Persia 
that produces fugar. 

This day wc arrived at kirculli, a little village near the fca-fhore, 
where we met with a courier from mahommed khan, with an open 
letter, requiring the commander of the fifty men to march along thccoaft, 
and feize all the boats for the shah’s fervicc. This order wascondudted 
with fo little fecrecy, that befides the letter being open, it was delivered by 
miftake to my interpreter. I’he pcafants and boatmen, having had pre- 
vious notice, concealed in the creeks the few boats that were on the coaft. 
jThe ufual method, in fuch cafes, is to oblige the elders to make report iit 
writing of what boats belong to the village j and if they are difeovered 

to 
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tp conceal any^ they are feverely fined. I prefented the commander of 
the fifty men with cloth for a coat, and obtained a detachment of ten of 
his foldiers for our convoy. 

The earth having been refreflicd with heavy fiiowers of rain, we mad0 
two fiages, and travelled eleven hours. As we advanced deeper into the 
province, the villagers grew more infolcnt, infomuch that one of them 
feized the commander of my ten men by his throat. It is very dangerous 
to come to extremities with thefe peafants, whofe numbers and refolution. 
enable them to contend ; for if they beat or dillrefs any one, they are often 
called to an account in fuch a manner, that, of the two evils, they think 
murder the lead, in hopes it may prevent enquiry ; or at worfi: they can 
hide thcmfelvcs in their mountains. The houfe afligned for my lodging, 
W'as inhabited by women and children, to whofe intreaties it was my duty 
to fubmit, though contrary to cuftom in fuch cafes j I therefore pitched my 
tent. Night drawing on, we difeovered ourfclvcs to be in a very bad neigh- 
bourhood i the villagers here had appeared in arms in the late rebellion, 
and formed a dcfign of attacking mahommed khan, as he retired before 
the TtiRKUMANS} their fituatioii being fuch, that ten men might have 
defeated the khan, and his whole party. Thefe people now imagining 
us to be extremely rich, would not be perfuaded that our brafs buttons 
tverc not gold : their chief boafied of his great dexterity in the ufe of fire- 
arms, as a (pcclnien of which he killed a fmall bird on a lofty tree with a 
fingle ball. The villagers being now alarmed with apprehenfions, that my 
convoy had orders to apprehend them, took to tlieir arms, and retired, re- 
fufing to fupply the foldiers with any provifions ; lu>wever I procured food 
for them, upon condition that they, together with fume of my own people, 
(hould remiun under arms during the night. The inhabitants in tlie neigh- 
bouring mountains were alfo no lefs difalTedled ; and fcveral horfemeii 
came into the village during the night, but finding us on our guard, they 
feigned excufes for their 'uajfeafonable motions, and retired. 

The 6th, The dangerous fituation in which I had llept, produced an 
equal fatisfaftion on my departure. By feven in the morning the fun was 
extremely hotj I obfcfved that die Persians are not cautious of tlie im- 
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preflions of the fun in any degree equal to the portugueze j for the 
Jaft feldom travel witiiout a cloak and umbrello, they alfo ufe fcull-caps 
of paper, or a cabbage leaf under their hats ; here the common people only 
guard the crown ot tiiii liead, which is often bare in other parts, with a 
lilk-qm!ted Icull-cap. The intcnfe adlion of tire fun, even in more mode- 
rate climates, I conev ixe to be injurious beyond the common attention of 
Ph ylician?, elpeclally to feveriih conilitutions j and that the evils arifing from 
it arc oftentimes not aaced to their real caufe. About nine, we took fliel- 
tcr in a wood, and pitched our tents, determining to travel only in the 
evenings, or at jiight. Tile yth, we travelled five leagues : on the road 
wc met fevcral peafants returning home with rice, which the shah had 
caufed to be didiibutcd among them ; and we underflood likcwife they 
were excufed from taxes, which they could not pay. Early the next 
morning we flruck our tents j the loidiers, contrary to their engagement, 
having left us in the night to take care of ourlelves. 

As we approached towards amul, the country appeared .llill more 
pleafant : this city is fituated in a plain at the foot of that part of mount 
TAURUS, where the Persians fay alp:xander encamped, and refrefhed 
his army ; it is watered by a river, over which there is a fumptuous 
bridge of 12 arches. They have a tradition, that if any governor or com- 
mander pafs over it on horfeback, he will foon be deprived of his office, if 
not of his life; and that whoever would not be purfued by ill fortune, 
ought to walk over it: this however is certain, that although the flream 
is rapid, and the wratcr foul, the Persians generally ford it; and as I 
did* not chufe to be regarded as a perfon excluded from the cojmmon boun- 
ties of Ixeaven, I thought proper to comply fo far as to lead my Iiorfc, and 
walk over the bridge. Here w'e found the ruins of an old fortrefs, which 
had been very ftrong and regular, beyond any I fiw in Persia : the walls 
were of brick, and of great thicknefs ; they fay it has been repaired every 
two hundred years fince the time of the original •foundation, faid to be 
4000 years ago; but this unluckily happens to be before the deluge, ac- 
cording to our accounts. It is certain however that this is one of the ci- 
ties of tKe aqtient Persians, and much efteemed for its fituation by the 

fovc- 
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fovereigns of this country. Here is a palace built with ftone, which the 
famous SHAH ABAS often made his refidence : it has two ftories which 
command a pleafant profpedt, and is well contrived for coolncfs and con- 
veniency. The garden is remarkable Tor the fize and height of its Cyprus- 
trees. 

In this city I met a writer in the lervice of mahoivImed khan, who 
received me with great civility, and exprelit;d much concern that he was 
ignorant of my circumftances, when I was in his company retiring before 
the TURKUMANs, Hc informed US, thatsADoc A( 5 A, and his tartars, 
when they came into this place, were not above 150 in number ; but as his 
maftcr the khan had only 60 fighting mcji with liirn, tltey would certain- 
ly have attacked us, if the to\'' iifmen of amul had not magnified our 
ftrength, pretending that we had received a reinforcemerit from sh jkvan. 
“ We were afraid,” faid he, “ not only of the tartars, but of the in- 
“ habitants of the province, who were ripe for a revolt. 5 a doc aga de- 
“ manded hioney and provifion of this cirv, and, to give a greater impref- 
“ lion of the force of the rebel-army, he required alio no leis than fifty- 
“ thoufiuid pair of horfe-flioes. As- loon as the townfmen thought that 
“ mahommkij khan was marched out of danger, they aflured sadoc 
“ AGA they fhould make no difficulty in ferving him, provided he took 
“ MAHOMME.D KHAN piifoncr. The rebels accoidingly purfuccl the KHAN j 
“ but alter a few days, news arriving from kuorasan of the defeat of 
“ mahommed hassan, and the main bod): of the rebel armyj thefe 
“ people prepared to give sadoc a<;a a warm reception, in cale he 

Ihould retprn this way. Several of liis party took to the mountains, 
“ but fixty of them came here, of which lialf were Turkomans; many 
“ of thefe ftHight very gallantly, twelve were killed on the fpot, and j8 
“ taken prifoners, and put to death. The thirty khajars furrendered 
“ themfelves, and having been deprived of their fight by order of the 
“ SHAH, are now in fiiis city,” 

The fecretary, having given me this information concerning the fate 
of thofc ralh men, invited me to hear his mufic, of which one inftfu- 
ment refembled a flute, anotlier a kettle-drum, a tliird a gittar j an old 

man 



288 THE AUTHOR’S JOURNEY FROM Part IF 

mah arid two boys at the fame time fung and danced. It miift be noted, 
that neither of thefe accomplifliments arc taught, except to perforiS who 
hire themfelves for this purpofe ; in others they are confidercd ias mean 
and ignoble. Here I obferved the fame kind of movements as in Portu- 
gal j and it is probable that the port uoukze brought thefe dances from 
this country, as before the conqueflof ormus they had an intimate con- 
nexion with the PERSIANS. The boys moved their heads, legs, and arms 
at the fame time in a very extravagant manner ; the writer however ac- 
knowledged thiC entertainm . Jit was not the moft perfecfl of it’s kind ; he 
then fent for a prieft, x-ema kable as a good finger; this man raifed his 
voice to a degree of amaz -ment, his quavers were mixed with a very 
harfli guttural, and the diflortions of his vifage fuch, as rather created hor- 
ror than delight ; nor was their inftrumental mufic lefs ungrateful to ray 
. ear. 

The people of amul, as in many other parts of this coaft, begin in 
May to retire into the neighbouring mountains, where they live in tents, 
and enjoy cool breezes, delightful fhadcs, plenty of fruits, the moft de- 
licious water, with an extenlivc profpcCl: of a fine countiy below 
them. Near this place are mines well furniftied with iron oar, where 
the SHAH had his chief foundery for his cannon, ball, and bomb-fliells, as 
alfo forges for horfe-fhoes : and fuppofing the Persian marine would 
fuccced, they intended alfo to make anchors. They have plenty of rice 
and wheat, and alfo printed cottons, in which articles they trade witli tlie 
neighbouring provinces. 

The 9th, in the evening we left amul, and travelled through a de- 
lightful country till two in the morning, when, after refting ourfelves in 
tents, we departed for balfrush, the capital of the province. My firft 
enquiry was concerning the conduct of the rebels when I left tlie place in 
february laft, and I received the following account.. The townfinen, ap- 
prehenfive of the cruelty of the turkumans, or little concerned about 
their loyalty to nauib shah, fubmitted very quietly to sadoc aga. 
When h® went in purfuit of mahommed khan, he appointed ismael 
pcrfoii of kxme diftin^itm, as their goverjoor, but without leav- 
ing 
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ing him any forces. Upon the news of the defeat of the rebels^ their 
governor was feized, and holes being cut in hw flefli, they fet lighted candles 
into them ; in this barbarous manner they led him about the market- 
place naked, till with lofs of blood he expired. 

If we confidcr a people imiverfally alienated from their fovefeign, and 
yet exercifing fuch horrid cruelties for what they efteCmed no crime ; it 
can be reconciled only by habit, and a cuftom of infeniibility, joined to 
the terrors of this tyrant's power, which thus conjured up fo many mil- 
lions of diabolical fpirits to torment and deftroy each other. 

The nth, I vifited mahommed khan, whofe houle was a few miles 
from the city, in a delightful htuation. There was nothing grand 
about it i but the adjacent woods and rivulets gave it an air of fimplicity, 
and affordctl more pleafurc than the moit fumpt’.ious palace, where we fee 
only finidied drokes of art. In the area before his Iioufe were draw'n up 
under arms 150 men, in two double lines. I al ghted, according to 
cuAom, feme yards didance from the houfe, and b ag with my hand 
on my bread, advanced towards him : tJic khan was fcated in his Al- 
VAN, and received me witii great expredions of kiifencfs : as a more con- 
vincing proof of his regard, he releafed a man who was tied, and con-' 
demned to be beaten ; telling me, that he did it for my fake, and to do 
fne honour. I made him a prefent of feme dne cloth and a cafe of choice 
drams, of which this irreligious MAH(>MMrDAN w.as immoderately fond. 
He told me I mud be his gued, with many aflii ranees that a proper 
and fufficient guard Ihould be provided to aUend us to astrabad j 
which province he fald was entirely ruinc<i by the rebellion, and the fatal 
confequences of it ; deliring for my own fake, that 1 would make as foort 
a day in that city as podlble. He obferved further that behbudkhan 
the king’s general, was a very worthy man, but loved prefents ; and that 
tltis general, as well as the others at astrabap, were ordered by the 
king on an expedition, to balkhan. 

As I had confented to t;jke.up my lodgings with him that night, he 

ordered poultry and dicep to be killed, meaning to fliew me fe much fa- 

’ ■ ‘ ^ " VOuf, 
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^onr, as to wipe off the flains his reputation had fuffered by his ill trea- 
inent of me before for he now pretended, that he was then entirely ig- 
riorai'.t of my condition, or he had certainly provided me with a fufficieni 
number ofhorfes, and all things ncceffary for my journey. At dinner wc 
had very little convcrfation ; for it is not the cuftom of the Persians, on 
that occafion, to talk much ; nor did the ignorance of the khxIn admit of 
his making many pertinent enquiries. As he was dtlirous to do me plea- 
fure, he fent for his daiiccrs and mulic, with which I was tormented the 
whole evening, my nerves being too weak to bear lb much noife as was 
made by eight iiiffrumeats and three fingers : and here it may be worth 
obferving, that though an European car cannot be reconciled to their 
tafte in mufic, yet ours is agreeable to them. When they had perform- 
ed their bufinefs, the dancing-rnen preCented me an orange, wliich was a 
civil way of demanding payment for their troubiC. After dinner the khan 
nlvitcd me to drink brandy with lu’m 3 upon my refufd he expreffed great 
furprize, that I being an European and a Christian, did not delight 
in Ipirituous liquors. As foon as 1 retired, he and his companions could 
not rc/id; making trial of the llrong waters I had prefented him : their 
ufual way is for each perfon to fet a plate of fweet-meats before him, and 
drink their liquor in ten-cups till they are drunk, vvhieh is generally ef- 

'fe< 5 led in a verv ilioi t time. 
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The next morning wc viftc 1 die monument of the khan’s favourite 
wife, who had been lately buried in a weed near his houfe. There was 
an cpitapli, not differing much from the European manner: the author, 
according to the common fenfe of mankind, compared life to a flower th.at 
bloffoms in tlie fjning, and in die fummer appears in the full luffre of its 
beauty j but in autumn begins to whither and decline, and when winter 
comes on, every guii of wind blows it to the ground, where it lays and rots. 


Beiovc 1 took my leave of the khan, I defired he would tell me defi- 
nitively what numb' i of men he would give me for a guard j he replied, 
as i^ny as 1 plcaied ; but i foon found, that five men muff be the mun- 
ber ^ far as koleiia.w.d, from whence only. He faid, there was any dan- 
|;er j and that there I might obtain any number of foldicrs. 
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autljor^s journey through mazanderan, A JJ.'orf defcription of shah 
ABAS’s caufeway and of the antient temple of the worfippers of f re \ as 
alfo of the famous palace ^'ashreff. Pyramids of human heads at 
the entrance of astuabad. 

O N the 13th of May, I ciifpatched a courier to Mr. el ton, to inform 
him of what had pafled in relation to the king’s bufinefs, and the 
intended expedition to balkhan, for Avhich captain woodroofe was re- 
quired to be the leading (hip : by tlie fame courier 1 informed him con- 
cerning the buffaloes, which he required to be lent fiom astrabad to 
draw timber : I was informed that thefe animals are yet dronger than oxen j 
but if provoked, are dangerous and intractable : they are very hot in their 
conditution, and delight much in water and marfhy grounds. 

Leaving balfrosh, we travelled three leagues through a delightful 
countiy to alleabad, where is a palace of mean appearance, but plea- 
fantly fituated. The mod important and ufeful monument of antiquity 
in this country is the caufe-way built by shah abas the great, about 
the beginning of the lad century, which runs from keskar, in the 
fouth-wed corner of the Caspian, by astrabad in the fouth-cad cor- 
ner, and feveral leagues yet further, being in all near 300 English miles. 
During this j^eriod it has hardly been ever repaired j it mud be obferved 
however, that few or no whechcarriages arc in ufc in this country, fo 
that the pavement is yet preferved in many places very perfcCf : in Ibme 
parts it is above 20 yards broad, being rai fed in the middle with ditches 
on each fide ; there arc many bridges upon it, under which W'ater is con- 
veyed to the rice- fields j but thefe are made level, and do not interrupt 
the profpedt. From alleabad to sari there arc fome perfpe< 5 tives from 
fouth-wed to north-ead for above a league together, bordered on eacli 
fide by a thick wood, whofe luxuriant branches afford a delightful thcl- 
ter to travellers. There .ye alfo many avenues into meadows and rice- fields, 
which variegate the profpeA, and delight the imagination. 
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The inhabitants at sari were in a very mifcrable condition, complain- 
ing loudly of the king, and no lefsof sadoc aga, and his Turkoman 
TARTARS, who had been with them forfome days, on the occafion of 
their incurfion into mazanderan. Here we learnt, that four thoufand 
men from the king’s camp w'cre arrived at hazar-jereb, and that a 
body of forces, levied in this province, were ordered to take pofleffion of all 
the avenues, to prevent the inhabitants from running away : thus the con- 
dition of the people being rendered more defperate, thofe who had appeared 
in arms again!!: the king, were become the more dangerous to travellers. 

Sari was built by the antient Persians; there are yet four temples 
of the GKBREs, or \vorlhippers of fire, who formerly inhabited all this 
coaft : it teemed inconfiftent, that the Persians fuffered thefe temples to 
remain unmolefted, after the abolition of a religion, which they now eftcem 
grofsly idolatrous: but they are made of the tnoA durable materials, Thefe 
edifices are rotund as of about thirty feet diameter, railed in height to a point 
ne^ 120 feet. Of the religion of thele people, I fliall have occafion to fay 
more, when I come to fpeak of the everlafting fire at baku. 

The 14th, We continued our rout through amoft delightful country 
to A3HREFF : here the caufe-way was much decayed, Shah abas 
delighted greatly in the fouthern coaft of the Caspian, and particularly in 
mazanderan : he built a lodge every two leagues for his refrelhment 
in travelling ; many of thefe buildings were yet habitable. The cuftom 
of 4 he PERSIANS forbids any fubjedt to fit in the palaces of their kings, 
whether they are abfent, or not ; but this ceremony by no means fuited us 
who were fatigued. From one of thefe buildings wc had a fair view 
of the great mountain demoan, on which the Persians fay the ark 
refted, whilft the Armenians alcribe this honour to mount Ararat, 
which is alfo vifible in clear weather on the weftern coaft of the Cas- 
pian, if what was fhewn me as fuch, is the real 'Ararat, becaulfe the 
dlftance feems to be rather too great. 

In the afternoon we arrived at ashreff, where with difficulty we ob- 
tained lodging; my Armenian fervants attempted to beat the peafants, 

and 
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and compel them to procure quarters, though they had no better autho- 
rity for it, than what was derived from their being armed. The p;brsians 
have been now fo long accuftomed to this kind of feverity, that I 
hardly obferved a fingle inftance of that private relentment and revenge, 
fo common amongft chriftians, particularly in the fouth of Europe. 

In this place is a celebrated palace built by shah abas, far exceeding 
any on the whole coaft of the Caspian fea. Over the gate which forms 
the entrance, are the arms of Persia, being a Hon with the fun rifing be- 
hind it*, alluding to the llrength and glory of the Persian monarchy. 
Within this gate is a long avenue, on each fide of which are thirty apart- 
ments intended for a royal guard : the next gate in front opens into a 
garden, in the middle of which is a channel made with ftone, about 
three feet wide, and one deep : In tliis channel runs a ftream of water, 
which has four falls of about an ell high, thirty yards diftance from each 
other, each having a fmall bafon and fountain : thele falls mufi: have a 
fine effedt j for on the fide near the fiream, holes are cut to fix candles at 
equal diftances, to the number of about a thoufand : at tlie head of dbtefe 
is a large fione-bafon about fix feet deep. In the building there is near 
this bafon a fumptuous aivan painted with gold flowers on a blue 
ground very well executed : here are alfo feveral portraits, whidi feem to 
have been done by a hoelander, but no mafierly hand. On the fides 
of the AIVAN are feveral finall apartments, and behind this building are 
three other falls of water, which pour down from tlie iidc of a flreep 
mountain covered with wood. 

The garden confifts chiefly in walks, bordered by very large pines, 
orange, and oUier fruit-trees dhjserfed in beds, with ftreams of water run- 
ning between them. From thence we were carried into another garden 
much in the fame tafte, in which Hood the harram : tliere was no bo- 
dy in h i yet being the women’s apartment, it coufidefed as laered, 
and we were not permitted to go into it. Before it is a lar^ bafon of wa- 
ter, and a fquare with marble benches at each corner j a fyeamour of pro- 
digious fisa: in th^ center, fliade4 the whole with it’s extended bnuKhes: 

• See frontifplccc ©f this voltime. 
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here were alfo cafcades in the fame manner as related in the other 
garden. From thence we were condudled to a banqueting-houfe, which 
was dedicated to agrandfon of ali ; out of refpe^t to this place wc were 
required to leave our fwords at the door. The folemnity with which we 
were Condu(5led, jflruck me with a kind of religious awe; but this was 
foon changed into contempt ; for I w'as furprized to find the room adorned 
with paintings, fuch as could pleafe only a voluptuous mahommedan. 
Here were alfo portraits of shah AB.Asthe firft and lecond, and of fome 
other perfons, all by an j-uropean hand, but meanly performed. It had 
no furniture but rich carpets, which were tlaen piled into great heaps. 

We were now fhewn a fourth houfe and garden, in which was the 
fpring that gave water to the greateft part of the whole : in this was a 
ftately dome, whofe top was indifferently w'ell painted, and the walls 
were covered with dutch tiles as high as the galleiy’. At fome diftance 
from this on an eminence is a fmall building, which feemed to be in- 
tended for an obfervatory. The whole commands a view of a very fine 
country, the Caspian lea being about five miles diftance: the vici- 
nity of the mountains on the back of this palace, the numerous caf- 
cades, and the mufic of the birds, gave me many pleafing ideas : but 
the unhappy lituation of the people ftill returned to my thoughts, 
and blunted the edge of that pleafure which 1 might h^ye otherwife 
enjoyed. 

The 15th, we left ash peff, and travelled four leagues to kolebawd 5 
through this village runs a ftream of water, which parts the provinces of 
MAZANDERAN and ASTRABAD. UpoD the road WC met a courier with 
a letter from hahdgee myrza mahommed, to acquaint me that his 
eftate had been feized upon, his foils obliged to fly, himfelf imprifoned, 
and in great danger of being put to death : he therefore befbught I 
would haften my journey, and ufe my intereft tofa\?e his life. Mahom- 
med SEti an had affured me, that in this village Imight procure a guard 
to AS-^^^^AD of any number of men j but according tov the ordinary on- 
ceg^^^fbf fijch affuranccs in Persia, no guard at all could be found j 
for the peafants, not liking their fituation, had deferted the village : what 

oddcd 
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to the fmall of his leg, riveted together : there was alfo a heavy tri- 
angular collar of wood about his neck j one of the parts being made 
longer than the other two, fervcd as a hand-cuff to his left wriil, fo that if 
he attempted to reft his arm, it muft prefs on his neck. The general 
alked me, if that man had taken ray goods ; I told him, I did not re- 
member to have ever feen him before. He was then queftioned for Ibme time, 
and at length ordered to be beaten with hicks, which was performed by 
two foldiers with fuch feverity, as if they meant to kill him. The fdldiers 
W'erc then ordered to fpit in his face, an indignity of great antiquity in the 
eaft i this, and the cutting off beards, which I fliall hav»e occafion to men- 
tion, brought to my mind the fufferings recorded in the prophetical hiftory 
of our Saviour The clo/e of this hideous feene was an order to cut out 
the eyes of this unhappy man : the foldiers were dragging him to execution, 
whilft he begged with bitter cries, that he might rather luffer death : the 
general, vvhofe heart feemed to be made of the fame kind of fluff as his 
fVvord, did not grant this cruel mercy ; but the man, being recalled for fur- 
ther enquiry, the execution was fufpended for that day. 

Sadoc AG a was then brought before the general. The reader will 
remember, that this young man was diftinguifhed among the rebels by 
the rank of a general, and had the command of that detachment which 
was fent into mazanderan. He had alfo a principal fhare in taking 
my caravan of cloth, and infulting me by his jefts. Emir khan liis 
father was in fuch great favour with the king, that the fon might have 
been pardoned for his fake j but emir khan, fearing his interpofition 
might involve himfelf in part of his fon’s difgrace, declared to the shah, 
that if sadoc aga had been really his fon, it w^as not poffible he fliould 
have rebelled". This young man was taken prifoner in mazanderan, 
and brought before the governor of that province, who bid him “ be pa- 
tient, and confider his condition as a picture of the world, fbmetimes to 
ride, and fometimes to carry the laddie," alluding to a llory of one of 

“ lie gr.ve his back to the fmiters, and his cheeks to them that plucked ofF the hair ; he hid not 

his f tee from flume and fpktuig.’’ 

Ihis la a common place coinpUmcnt to ciicatai tjrraats^ and has been often proftitttted to the dif- 
jgrace of humanity, 

their 
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their prophets, whofe horfe died under him. Sadoc aga being fent pri- 
mmer to ASTRABAD, had his beard cut off, his face was rubbed with dirt, 
and hie eyes were cut out. He w’as a youth of more than common viva- 
city, and when 1 faw him laft, was richly dreffed, well armed, and full 
of mirth. Alas ! the feene was now changed, his garb was mean, and 
ids eyes deprived of their light: he drooped his head, and his voice was 
changed. The general adeed him concerning my goods, and told him he 
muff pay f’>r them; to wddeh he anfwered, “ All that 1 know of his 
“ merchandize is, that they were taken by mahommed hassan, and 
“ by him diftributed to his people. Would to CiOD that mahommed 
“ HASSAN, and his whole houfe, had been buried deep in the earth c’re 
1 had heard of his name. And how can I pay for the goods ? I have 
“ nothing left but this mean garb which you fee upon my back : indeed 
“ this is fufficient ; you have already deprived me of my fight, and of 
“ w'hat ufc is life to me ?’* This he expreffed in pathetic terms, and with 
that emotion which is natural to a daring fpirit, though in the deepeft 
difireis ; but upon his faying thefe words, the general ordered him to be 
fifuck a-crofs the mouth to filence him ; which was done with fuch vio- 
lence, that the blood illiied forth, 

Sadoc aga being removed, hahdgf.e myrza mahommed was 
brought, with a collar and log, in the manner already related of die other 
prifoners. 1 might nov/ have faid, how wise you are ! as he told 
me when I faw him lafl ; but there never can be a proper time to infiilt 
the W'retched. Perliaps, in feridf juflicc, I ought not to have put any glols 
upon this man’s perfidious condud: ; but in mercy, which feemed to be 
moft wanted there, I was filent, and took my leave abruptly, having my 
heart too full to fuffer this fort of entert;jlnment. 

From thence I went to mahommed hussein khan, to whom I alfo 
made a prefent : tliis perfon has been already mentioned as father of him 
who was the governor of astrabad at the time of the rebellion. The 
khan had been charged with the murder of shah t..T 51 imas, and pro- 
bably was glad to perpetrate this crime, fearing this prince’s refloration, in 
cafe NADIR had died in his expedition to india : this old man ivas hovv- 
VoL. I. P p ever 
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ever in the greateft confidence with the king, and honoured with the 
pompous title of, “ the high and mighty minifter of mlniflers, partner 
“ of a kingdom, andneareft to the throne; maiiommed hussein khan, 
“ lord of lords of ASTRAB AD.” Hc received me with great politenefs, 
afliirihg me in the flrongcft terms, that he w^ould not leave the place till 
my bijfinefs was done agreeable to the shah’s orders: “ the king,” added 
he, has fliewn great favour and kindnefs to gemal beg and you : you 
“ are the king’s gucfls, and therefore ought to be mine : and you are now to 
“ conlider behbud khan and myfelf as friends. I am charged with a 
particular commiflion from the king to fee the rebels puniflied ; I mull 
do that for which I know I fliall be damned ; fo the king will have it. 
“ I know the people here hate me, and have flicwn the height of their 
“ refentment ; but I am amazed they were deaf to the entreaties of n a- 
** seer aga, a man without. guile, who could have no intention but to 
“ preferve them. How ftrange it is that a king, whom all the princes 
“ the earth revere, diould not be obeyed by his own people ! what could 
** thele rebels be fo mad to think? But w'hatever they thouglit, how 
** could they anfwer plundering you r well ! to-morrow is a day of blood, 
“ and I will make them pay you, though I pull the money out of their 
“ throats.” 

My lituation was not fo unhappy as to induce me to thank him for his 
bloody inferitlons ; for though thefe unhappy men had been ralh to a de- 
gree of madnefs, and had a<fted as if they meant to devote them (elves to 
ruin ; yet to oppofe fuch execrable tyranny wanted only more force and 
wifdom to damp their aclion wdth a mark of glory. Nor could I behold 
without horror a man, whom a blind obedience to his prince could in- 
duce to (liake hands with everl^ftihg perdition ; for fo I underftood the 
extraordinary declaration hc had made. It is not improbable but the 
great fliare he had in murdering shah t.^iimas, the laft of their lawful 
kings, might now come frcfl’i into his memory, and help to draw from 
him this confefiion. 1 told the khan, that I apprehended great part of 
the money which ought to be paid to me, was already recovered ; he ac- 
knpwledged that it was, but had been appropriated to the king’s ufe ; 

adding. 
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adding, that I fliould foon be paid : upon which I took my leave of 
him. 

I could not help refledfing on thefc unhappy men, who fufFered the 
deprivation of their fight : although this muft be confeffed a great calami- 
ty, according to the common fenfe of mankind ; yet we find fbme in- 
ftanccs of men whofe internal fight has been exalted by it much beyond 
what they might have otherwife onjoyed, I’he Persians fubmit patient- 
ly to the difpenfation of providence in this inftance ; few of them are in- 
ftrudled in the arts of contemplative life, and yet they feem to arrive at-a 
certain tranquility as it were by cuftom and natural difpofition. It is pro- 
bable that blind men are the more finccrely reconciled to the thoughts of 
death, and have fo far an advantage ; the darknefs in which they arc involv- 
ed, may make them long to break tlie chains of mortality, and bring 
them to the fight of the intcllcd.Hial world. The Persians regard blind 
men as dead, apprehending no mifehief from them ■, for w'hen they are 
incapable of adling in perfon, they think their counfcl cannot be of great 
conftquence. 

I had now a favourable opportunity of enquiring into the more fecret 
caufes of this rebellion, befides the obvious motives of robbing the king’s 
treafure, and my caravan > and alfo in what manner they conducted them- 
felves after I left them. Fatey ali khan, the father of m ah ommed 
HASSAN % 1 liave ohferved, had feme years before been put to death by 
NADIR, as I fiiall more particularly relate in the liii'lory of this great 
ufurper. This created a firong jcaloufy in mahommed hassan, 
that the late governor of astkabad ‘ meant to defiroy him tdfo : for he 
knew the governor was entirely in the king’s intcrell: ; and this incrcafed 
his fear. Sadoc aga, and mahommed khan bec’., who were but a 
xemove from boys, plcafcd with the hopes <>f a little plunder, and pulled 
up with military pride, fell into the Ihmc opinion ; belidcs this, 'IAhom- 
MED HASSAN had bceii in correfpondence with the pretender rade, 
whom the t u rks efpoufed, and in whofe behalf he had lately appeared in 

Homrr, MILTON, Lvc AS, and Others, The rdd-cljiL’t, * 'Hie Ton of 
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arms in shirvan, at the head of a body of 15,000 Persians and lesgees, 
and cut out great work for t’ne king’s forces. T hole rebel-troops had been en- 
tirely defeated fonie months before, which, had there been die lead wifdom 
among the confpirators at astrabad, muft have prevented mahommeo 
HASSAN BEG, and his followers, from appearing in arms. Weak and un- 
experienced as this young man was, to engage in fo daring an enterprize, 
he flattered himfelf into a belief that what he wiflied would happen, though 
he did not difeern by what means : he knew indeed that the king had no forces 
in MAZANDERAN nor GHILAN, and but a fmall body in the parts of kho- 
RASAN near ASTRABAD. Thus circumflanced he bribed into his alliance 
1000 TURKOMANS, all cavalrv ; and between force and perfuaflon, he in- 
duced 2000 people of the province, and the adjacent mountains, who were 
nioflly infantry, to lliare in his fortune. The people of this province are 
called KHA J ARS, and are fonie of the remains of the antieiit hac t r j a ns'', 
fo much diflinguillied for their treachery, as well as courage, by antient 
hiftorians : they were not many ycairs ago eight or ten thonland in num- 
ber j they have often plundered great towns, and I'everal times repullcd tlie 
forces of the former kings, enriching thcinfelves by fpoil. 

When the governor and naseer aga fled tlie evening before the re- 
bels took the city, they went feveral days journey into khorasan, where 
they found be h bud khan witli the command of 1500 of the king’s 
beft cavalry i but it was not till naseer aga cli^dlenged the courage and 
loyalty of this khan, that he confented to march againll a force, which 
he apprehended would be much fuperior to his own : and in-ieed a lingu- 
lar providence intervened, or this body of troops had met an entire defeat. 
When the armies were near each other, one of the khaj-ar offtcers who 
had been forced into tlie rebel-army, went fecrctly to behbud khan, 
and told him, if he w'^ould give quarter to him and bis company, he 
would bring them -all over to the king’s party. This being accordingly 
promiied, the ofliecr fccretly reprelentcd to his men the inipoflibilty of 
fupporting themlclves, magnifying the number of the king’s troops, which 

Some Include khorasan, and other parts of independent tartary, in the antient b actria, 
mat it probably included the province ofAsTRASAn. 
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he pretended were marching upon their rear, as well as front. The two 
armies being come to an engagement a few days journey to tlic eaftward 
of ASTRABAD i at tlic fiift onfct the rebels killed 50 men of the king’s 
troops, and made the whole body give way : this advantage however was 
not followed, the rebels being moftly infantry; the khajau officer above 
mentioned, and his company, turning the mullels of their mufquets down, , 
now rode over to the king’s troops : this gave fuch a Hiock to the kha- 
j A R s, not knowing whom to truft, that they gave way in their turn : 
the TURKU MANS, w'ho hitherto were only fpedlators, and perhaps never 
intended to adt, except to plumier the camp of the vanquiflied, left the 
the held. The purfuit and lluughter of the rebels enfued, and mniy of 
them fell. Mahommrd hassan beg, with about one hundred kiia- 
jARs only, and almoft every 'i urkuman, got fafe into the deferts, 
where poverty, and want of winter, fecured tliem from a purfuit; but made 
their condition amongft thofe harl>arians hardly to he preferred to death. 
Bclides thefe, about one hundred fled to shir as, to join the rebels there, 
and near the fame number went to babylon; but the bash a of that 
piacc put collars of wood about their necks, and fent them to nadir’s 
camp mounted on aftes. Tlic king thanked the basha ^ but defired their 
arms and horfes might alfo be reftored. 

Nadir’s forces marched immediately to astrabad, where they 
brought the news of their own vvdlory, and ftcuring both the gates of the 
city, hemmed in feveral of the principal perfons concerned in the rebellion, 
amongft whom was the governor baca sadoc. The great humanity and 
regard which I experienced from this man, gave me the greater fenfibility 
of his misfbrtune, when I heard that his eyes were cut out ; and after forae 
days of pain, he was beheaded, and quartered, and the parts of his body 
expofedin di&rent places in the city. 


CHAP. 




CHAP. XLV. 

manner of executing 7nakfaBors in Persia. The charaSler and nutn- 
. her of the turkumans. Tloe author follicits a reprieve for hahdgfe 
MYRZA MAHOMMED. He IS offered payment of bis lofs in •women faves. 
Superjlitious apprehenfiotis of the Persians. 

O N the 1 8th of May I received, in fingle pieces and cuts of cloth, to 
the amount of 1600 crowns, which the general had ordered to be 
delivered. There was a much greater value in cloth found in tlie city, 
but the general thought proper to convert it to his own ufe j which, the 
better to conceal, and at the fame time to encreafe his emoluments, he dc- 
fired 50 GAZE more, which I delivered. 

In the evening eight Turkoman tartars were taken in thfe road 
jiear the city, and brought prifoners j upon which the general expreffed 
great fatisfadcion, obfeiving that there was yet many niches in his pyramid 
unflled ; one of the two pyramids being called His, the other was in the 
name of mahommed hussein khan. The condemnation of amalefac- 
itor in PERSIA is condu^Ied with very little ceremony, nor is the execution 

attended 
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attended with any pomp. He is ufually carried to a field, or open place 
near the refidence of the military judge ; and the executioner caufing him 
to kneel, the delinquent pronounces his creed ; “ There is but one god, 
his prophet, and ali is his friend,” and then ^his head 
is off with the motion of a fabre in a thrufting cut, which in ^Sw- 
ihj^.hi^ compleats the operation 

il-ilbtv' went to vifit my good friend naseer aoa, who had receivj^ 
a (haiiat^ve of honour from the king, for the fervice he had done in Ahe 
rej^^loh.' This old man expreffed a high fatisfai^ion in feeing ine again, 
after the great dangers we bad both been in : he complained heavily of 
the lofles he had fuftained, whichv thdfigh true in part, I confidered as po- 
liticdil,'lh^r«^i^*fO he had brought on himfelf, for his af- 

fidiiity in the king’vS icrvicc. He declined talking of the rebellion, lajdng 
in general terms, “ CJod would not permit that tlie rebels Hiould llicceed 
againil: the king.” 

The T 9th, I went to mahommed husskin khan, who gave me frefli 
afliiranccs of difpatch ; and that a conlidcrable payment lliould be made 
in a day or two. Whilll; I was there, one of the Turkoman chiefs, 
fuppoll’d to be in ft iendlhip with th.e king, came to pay liomage to the 
KHAN, and mentioning fcvcral circumftanccs in relation to his country- 
men, obferved tb.at tltey were retired towards ualkiian : upon which the 
KHAN, in an imperious and contemptuous ftilc, delivered himftlf in thelc 
terms : “ I w’ill burn and dellroy all the corn you have on the frontiers 
“ of PERSIA, and try if you will give me battle. I know that you are all 
“ liars and villains, but a remove from bealts : honour and religion you 
have none. Your cloathing is filthy, and full of vermin; fliake your 
caps, and they even cover the ground ; your very eye-brows are not 
** free. You have no better fixxl than mare’s milk ; but if you have grafs 
“ to cut into it, you dwour it greedily. As to your wealth, if a man has 
“ two camels, and as many horles, he thinks himfelf immenfely rich.” 
The TURKUMAN heard him without the leail cmdtion, and iadecd w'hat 
the KH AN had f^id was in great meafure true ; except that they profefs 
the MAHOMMED an religion, and tliat they cat mutton and horfe-flelh, as 

well 
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well gruls and mare’s milk. They have only a fmall tra^t of arable land near 
ASTRABAD, which they cannot enjoy without the frlendfliip of the Per- 
sians} but the laft are generally the moft afraid. They reckon 2500 families 
of the TURKOMANS oh the eaft coaft of the caseian, near this fron- 
tier : in each family are about feven perfons, of which two are fuppofed 
to be fighting men. Towards khieva they are more numerous ; in thofc 
places where the country will admit of their being purfucd, they are kept 
in awe. 

Naseer aoa now informed me by letter, of the arrival of captain 
woodroofe in ASTRABAD-road, and as the Turkomans and ogurt- 
JOYS were in arms againfrthe Persians, and poficflVd of a large number 
of boats, he thought it unfafe for our ihip to lay in the road. I anfwered 
his letter, and thanked him for his advice} telling him, we did not fear 
thofe barbarians} and though they Ihould come in number like a fwarm 
of bees, if it pleafed cod, they tvould meet their delfru<flion from our 
great guns. This was proper language to talk where the turkumans 
iiad tlicirfpics} and w.as it not for the terror of our four 4 three pounders, 
the fui'ii of money, which I was preparing to fend on board, might have 
induced them to attack our ihip at anchor. V/c had fired up<in their 
boats on fcvcral ocxalions, to intimidate them } for as fome of thcle boats 
Jiad t'.vxlve or fifteen hands all armed, w-c fliould have found it difficult to 
defend the lliiyc however wc had provided clofc quarters and powder- chef’s, 
fo that they could not have taken us without an encounter, io vvliich they 
were entire Itrangers. 


T'he ? rd, IlAUDGKr, myrza mahommfd delivered the greatefl: part 
of my b-ggago, of which he had been fo extremely careful as to conceal 
it in a well, To trint it received ibme damage; he alfo paiil fuch part of the 
fmail ium lie cv- eil iue, as he faid was in his power. Nothing was more 
evident th.an tho came he intended to play : if the rebellion had fuccccded, 
he would Ivivc rol ocd uic t>f my baggage, and other tilings, to the value 
o( near a thoid;unl crowns ; but he was now reduced to his laft ftakc, 
.and depended on the clemency of the two khans for his life, and I re- 
folv^ to try my iiitereft in his favour. In tlie morning I went to them. 

when 
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when they were both together, having juft condemned, and ordered to 
execution, twenty-one perfons belonging to koordiemalla. 1 acquaint - 
ed them that jthe hahdgee had delivered my baggage, and I he ped 
would receive the king’s mercy. Mahommed hussein khan faid to xuc, 
“ Have you a defire that he ftiould be laved ?” I anfwered in the affirma- 
tive, “ and that I ftiould look on Iiis mercy to the hahdgee as a particular 

mark of his favour done to me;” to which he replied: “For your 
“ fake then he fhall be faved. His majefty has ftiewn you great honour, 
“ it is my bufinef? to do the fame,” with many hyperbolical profeffions 
of regard. I returned him my thanks, with affurance of the high ienfe I 
had of his favour and protection. The hahdgee being then fent for, 
the khan, pointing to me, faid, for his fake I pardon you;” and 
ijnmcdiately his collar and log were cut off ; for the nails were driven lb 
hard that the parts could not be otherwife feparated. I'he iiahdgeEj 
from his knowledge of agriculture, and great experience in the manage- 
ment of his diftriCt, was a very ufcful man, efpetiially as the province was 
now almoll unpeopled: and it is highly probable the kh an was glad for this 
reafon to ilive him. 

I then acquainted the kh an of the fears which n asker aca had expref- 
fed in Ills letter concerning the ogur i jov ajul TURKtiMAN pirates, and of 
the ajifwer I h.ad made : he approved of it, and defired me to confider his 
honfc as my own, awl tlic general and himfclf as lirothers. I took my 
leave, and he immediately fent me eight live ftieep, and four lambs, as 
provifion lor my faicjiiy. 

The it AH D gee foon came to vifit me, and after making his compli- 
ments, before Ijc could feel himfelf clear of his llvackics, began to talk 
rebcllioufly in this manner: “ They have now given me my life, what 
“ muft I do with it ? They have taken away the greateft part of my 
“ eftate, my Tons are run from me for fear, and I aiEj left deftitute. Shall 
“ I fly into C 7 HILAN ?'what ftiall I do?” As I had no inclination for his 
further acquaintance, I did not enter into the I'.ature of his circumftances, of 
which he was himfelf tlic beft judge. 

VoL. I. Qjl 
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The 22^1, Two coiitiei^ arrived from the camp, with c>rdd;is to ^e 
king’s generals h€^^, ai^r in :the neighbourhood, to prepare fo& jsAtik-- 
HAN : this eSfp^ki^n^^ impradicable^ feveral atitiies 

in pad: ag«^ deferts for want of water; and the 

.the great conquer9f oCtik'^aft-, 

ever.pafled 

The 23d, having ali^adjr lriRcovIjred ahput.the 

fame fum in cloth and baggage. In a Viilh l^lkade nish^uh K 
demanded, for the foedhd timej if 1 wonld taike the 

women who were to he fold as Hayes. -1 fo^igihcd when he made this 
propofal before, that he jefted, npr cotdd'l ewer underftand how their re- 
ligion would admit of tlieir women being fold to chriftians but the dif- 
traftion of the times feemed to have deftroyed all diftindlions^: I excufcd 
myfelf, by faying the only merchandize I fought was raw filk. Being iji- 
formed that my age wajj 32, he exprcffed great a/loni/lunent at my hoary 
locks, till I informed him it was a wig, wliich lie took for my own hair. 


The 24th, The city was alarmed, with news of the return of the run- 
KUMANS, who had carried off a great quantity of corn ; upon wliicli a 
dilpofition Avas made for cutting oft” their retreat. Mahommed hussein 
KHAN and the general differed extremely in their tempers and difpolitions ; 
the former was the moft cruel, as well as avaricious. There were yet 
two hundred perfons in prifon, of whom many were not guilty : the ge- 
neral bluntly told the khan, “ the SifAH. has given you the power, ufe it 
as you pleafe j but I will not be concerned in faving the guilty, nor in 
“ condemning the innocent.” A colonel in die army, Avho had been in 
favour with the shah, and now Avas unjullly imprifoned by the khan, 
found means to acquaint the shah with theTe illegal proceedings j the 
KHAN, having difeovered this correfpondcncy, raved like a madman : at 
night 200 men were font to cut down the turkumans corn, and to 
bum what they could not bring away. * 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

John elton ordered upon an expedition againjl the turkumans *who in-* 
vade PERSIA. Perjidy and venality of the Persians. 

T he 26th of May, 1744. appeared a flrange phfenomenon, as the 
PERSIANS idly imagined. A fmokc arofe from the top of a lofty 
tree, no fire, nor any other objedt having been vifibly conveyed there. 
The mod fupcrllltious intimated, that the shah was certainly dead j the 
tree being an image of his greatnefs, and the finoak of his breath, which 
was now departing from him. This alarm, however ridiculous, was dan- 
gerous widi regard to my fafety, well as the recovery I Iblicited j but it 
did not iaft long, for one who had the happinefs to enjoy moie com- 
mon fcnle than the generality, difeovered that it was an old bird’s neft, 
which having been much moidened with rain, the fun drew an exhala- 
tion from it. News was now brought, that the shah had ordered Mr. 
EE TON to take charge pf all the ihips which were to go with provifions 
to BALKHAN, confelUng that his own people had no knowledge of fea- 
j^airs, and declaring in flattering terms, that, he knew.GEMAL beg * ferv'- 

• The name now given to Mr. elton. 
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ed him out of love and regard, and not out of.fear or avarice. The shah 
however difcovering there was danger of lofing his forces in this expedi- 
tion, fent KMiR KHAN Oil an embafly to the turkumans, to invite 
them to a lubmiflion. One of the Turkoman chiefs at the iame time 
wrote to the shah, reprefenting the impofiibility of his building a fort at 
BALKHAN, unlcfs lie meant to dellroy all the forces he fent there, or all 
the TURKOMANS, iiitimatinu, their determined refolution not to fubmit. 

Tiic number of men who had been cut off, having made women very 
cheap, and the diflradlion of the times, as I have obferved, preventing the 
diftindfion of Christian and mahommedan, I could not reftrain my Ar- 
menian fervants : in pall times fuch commerce in Persia would have been 
attended with fatal confequcnces. A woman of no mean quality and beauty 
earner to my houfe, imploring protcdlion j I knew not by what authority 1 
could make my houfe an afylum, otlienvife than to permit her to renvain 
wdth me, if die was not required to be delivered up; befsdes as things 
were circumllanccd, I could not engage to guard her honour from any one, 
except my felfi however, I gave a llriiil: charge concerning her, that no- 
law of hofjpitality might be violated, though the lady fliould be indifferent 
upon this article. 

Continual demands being made on me lor prefents of the fragments of 
cloth which had been delivered to me, I found no other expedient to pre- 
ferve them, than to pack them up, and fend them on board captain 
WOOD R OOF E ’s fbip. The 28th, the two khans were in great debate, 
in conlequence of which fifteen mullahs were fet at liberty, and the 
wives and concubines of the khajars, who had neither youth nor 
beauty to induce thefc chiefs to keep them for themfelvcs, were lent into 
KiioRASAN, The 29th, the foragers came galloping into the city, v/ith 
notice that the turkumans had defeated an advanced guard of 150 
men, and were marching towards the city. The general behbud khan, 
with equal giddinefs and intrepidity, mounted his horfe, and rode out of 
the city, as if he meant to rcpulfe them with his own hands j his foldiers 
followed in a confufed and precipitate manner : and now I learnt that 
their force, which they had reprefented as 3000, by the detachments they 
.a? S'- had 
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had made, was reduced to 800 fighting men : the enemy fbon retired, 
and the general and his troops returned. The next day both the khans, 
with all their forces, went to the banks of the korgan, two leagues 
north-cad of the city, where they had a parley with the turkumans, 
intending to prevent any further hoftilities, till they Ihould know the ifllie 
of the embaffy. 

The impatience which I exprefled for the recovery of the money I was> 
entitled to, produced a difeovery that mahommed hussein khan had 
flattered the general into a confent of appropriating the further fums which 
had been collefled to the ufe of the shah’s general at harar-jerib: 
indeed the exigencies of the date greatly exceeded all the poihble collec- ■ 
tions wliich could be made. The jd of June I found my health began 
to decline for want of cxercife. My fituation was very difagreeable, for 
it was dangerous to go abroad cv'en in tlie city, except when I vifited the 
khans: 1 complained to naseer aga of the trifling payments which 
had bce.n hitherto made me ; obferving that the khans had indeed afllired 
me I fl ould be paid foon : Sir, faid he, I will tell you a jftory j A cer- 
“ tain man demanded of his debtor the fum due to himj the debtor aflur- 
“ cd him, that the next day the money fliould be paid. On the morrow 
“ the man returned; but, to his great furprize, was informed that th»* 
“ debtor was gone abroad ; however he went after him, and finding him 
“ i’cated in a crofs-way, began to expoflulate, and remind him of his pro- 
“ mile. The debtor then fpoke in thefe terms : Sir, it is my full inten- 
“ tion to pay you ; and I am feated here for that very purpofe : for a large 
“ flock of flieep will pafs by here to-day ; fome of their wool will cer- 
“‘tainly remain on thefe bullies, I will pick it up, and carry it home to 
** my wife, who will drefsand prepare it; wdien that is done, I will make 
“ it into carpets, and as foon as 1 can fell them, I will dilchage my debt.” 
I was extremely pleafed with tlie old man’s humour; but this flory was 
too eafy to underftand, to afford me any other fatIsfa<ff:ion. I had already 
made confiderahle prefents, and purpofed to make more as foon as I ap- 
prehended they could produce any effe<ff ; but as yet it appeared to be in: 
vain. 


Mahom- 
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Mahommed HUSSEIN KHAN \vas buiy in themoft iniquitous proceed- 
ceedings, endeavouring to fuborn falfe witnefles to condemn the colonel, 
who, in confequence of the letter he had written to the shah, was now 
going to the camp. Two of the elders of koordiemalla, whofe lives 
MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN had faved for the prefents they had made 
him, were now prevailed on to offer their evidence to the general againft the 
colonel j and that tlieir teftimony might be heard favourably, they brought 
him prefents. The general ordered their gifts to be received ; but faid to 
them, You are villains, and enemies to the shah, againft whom, I know, 
you have appeared in arms, although you have been acquitted j how 
many murders have you been the immediate occafion of?” They plead- 
ed their innocence ; but confelled that nine of their people fell in the 
field of battle, and twenty- one had been executed. Their evidetice being 
rejected, they were difmiffed. 


CHAP. XLVII. 

Moral reJleSltons. I'be author refufes to comply with the demands of ma- 
hommed HUSSEIN KHAN. He accompanles a caravan with money, 'Trca- 
# chery of the rebels. Nature of the Persian i?tkj paper ^ and feats. 

T hus were thefe infatuated people feeking to deftroy each oUier : 

thofe bad principles which conftituted them the inftruments of 
tyranny, prefted them under the weight of their own iniquities. The hif- 
tory of the world will hardly furnifti an inftance of a nation plunged into 
fuch raiferies as thefe, ’till their crimes had ripened them for vengeance. 
Persia, once the miftrefs of the eaftern world, the center of oriental 
learning, arts, and politenefs, the leat of many heroes and kings recorded 
in the moft antient and facred ftoryj and but as yefterday confirmed in 
her conqueft, and antient boundaries, and enriched with the fpoils of In- 
dia, how low is fiae now fallen ! into what diftrefs is fhe not involved \ But 
providence feems ftill to preferve the monarchy, as if it were yet deftined 
for fome great end. 


Perjury 
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Perjury againft the life of an innocent perfon, fcems to be one of the 
greateft impieties ; for beftde the crime of murder, under the fanilion of 
law ; it wounds all law, human and divine, and roots up the foundation of 
fotiety j but, alas! crimes of this deep dye are not unfrequent in countries, 
where government is fupported on a very different plan ; where reafon is 
improved j where learning flouriflies ; where the purclf religion is profef- 
fed J and yet where the laws are not fufficient to reflrain j fo that examples 
only of moral and religious life can check the growth of immorality. 


The 4th of June I waited on the general, and reprefented to him the 
great inconveniency I fuffered, liy being delayed contrary to the king's 
intentions, as was plainly exprefled in his decree, to which 1 referred him. 
lie then told me in very fanguine terms, “ I have orders to leave this 
“ place, and march to attok j but I will not go till you arc paid, though 
“ I fell my liorfes, and mules, or borrow money of my foldicrs, I have 
“ lent 30,000 crowns to maiiommed hussein KHAN,nnd he muft engage 
“ his credit allb to fee you paid.” The next day I went to mahom.med 
H ussEjN icHAN, to importunc him for my money, and found him in com- 
p.any with the general j the latter entreated me to give a receipt for it, and in 
return maiiommed hussein khan dcfired me to take his obligation, pay- 
able in twelve or fifteen days ; fwearing by tlie king’s head that he would 
not fail me ; alledging that the money w’hich fhonld have been paid to me, 
was appropriated to the king’s fervice, and therefore I muft be obliged to 
wait feme days longer. “ I cannot go from hence,” find the general, 
“ without the receipt, the king will demand it of me, ant! if you will not 
“ give it, I vvtU kill men till I get the money.” 1 anfvvercd, " I hope no man 
“ will die on my account j but as I prefume, Sir, that you know what 
“ belongs to your duty, give me leave to underftand mine alfo. I cannot 
“ aiifwer to my owm confcience, nor to the merchants ray principals, to 
** give a receipt for the money in queftion, in exchange for any obliga- 
“ tion whatfoever.” So we p.irted abruptly. 


In the afternoon naseer aga made me a viftp ‘and urged me in the 
warmeft terms to accept of mahommed hussf.in khan’s obligation; 

* This is the uvoft ikerea of oaths among tlic I'Ersiaxs. 


that 
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that it was impofliblc the khan fliouki mean any thing but to pay me j 
and moreover that I was in ms power to do with me as he pleased ; 
to which I replied : I know that all things are in the power of* god. 
“ As to the reft, men wdio profefs trade, muft proceed according to the 
“ rules of trade: it is not regular to give the receipt you defirc; the 
KHAN may be affured that I have a due refpcdl for him, as I have for 
you alfoi but if he was my own father I w^ould a<!;t in the fame maii- 
“ ncr, and if you, \yho are his mefienger, w'cre an angel from heaven, 
“ how (hould I be perfuaded that what is evidently w’rong, is right r ” 
'I’he old man, who I believe thought I w'as in tlic right, looked fled/afHy 
at me, and was filcnt. My interprcicr was of opinion, that 1 did ill to 
refufe, and urged that I might obtain the recovery the fooncr, otherv/ife 
the KHAN, induced by refentment, would probably delay payment the 
longer j but 1 had no dependence on the honour of any of them ; and in- 
deed what c(jnfidence can yve have in men, wlicrn flie thought of damna- 
tion caimot intimidate, and who are every day perpetrating the mofl fla- 
gitious wickcdnels ? 


On the 6tli, eight men were executed, and fbme elders of the town, 
upon their refulal to pay ic,c:oo crowns which were levied on them, 
were iriiprifoned : at the iaaic time ’< ,000 crowns were demanded of the 
adjacent villagcis. 'I'his being an un!.u( rrr day, the general did liot depart, 
as he intended. On the jiext, the kha.os finding they could make no 
impreflion on me, feemed to be r .c' < . . y to mtv refufal of giving my 

receipt in exchange for an t)hiigaticn. i ever lucid i;. the hr ft way in per- 
siA, as it generally is in moff other . uuntrics, to r i^pofe with decency and 
rclolution meafures w’hich Viave ra aiingto fupport them but ndiltary law. 


Cn the ioth, f v/as vijited by a pcrfoir tiefeended from one of the PKit- 
suvN prophet;, wrefe father iiad been ntuch honoured by the siiAjf, and 
permitted to ft i,! ],:is {trertnee. He had alio enjoyed a confiderublc efltite, 
which tliC ioii now inherired j but he declared, thuit it gave iiim fb great 
trouble, and fo litdc profit, that he had petitioned the shah to take it 
from him. In the evening I viflted mahommed hussein khan,, to ac- 
cniaint him, that 1 intended to go to kourdiemalla, and convoy the 

money 
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money which I had receivcch on board captain v/oodroofEj in order to 
fend it to ghii.an for tlic pvircliafc of raw lilk ; but for this purpofe he 
inud give me a company of at left twenty {blciers ; to winch he confent- 
ed, and at the fame time, without any refei ve, ii iokc to this ciTcci; : “ The 
“ SHAH is at tavris, from whence lie has flnt rriC orders to fupply him 

with 3000 head of cattle, to pay yon ^ 0,000 crowns, and alfo 50,000 
“ crowns lohisgaicral at hax Ai'-j) ni jj ; to whom I am alfo to fend 
“ 200 horJes ; ail winch, cxccpi thc payment of your money, are things 
“ iMPossiBi.r:, I am alfo ojdercd to kill all the perfons concerned in 
“ the rchcllicii ; if J do tliat, I mull kill all the inhabitants of the pro- 
“ x ir.cc ; f ir even the men whom. I jrave made folciiers, and trufted as an 
“ afivanced guard againfl die .r URictiMANS, have had their fliarc in it.’* 
He then alked my interpreter if he conk) read and write pi. ns ic, and be- 
ing aMfwcrcd in the aiiirmative, lic faid, “ tlien you underiland the ex- 
“ ccllcncy of our religion beyond your own.” The interpreter anlvvered, 
tlv.it he had yet found Ins own moll conformable to truth, a.s it appeared 
to iiim. 

On. tlic j ith, I went to KoioinirM .-vll a under a guard of five liorfe 
and ten ibot-fokiiers, taki.ng witii me fevea bales of clr-th, and nine bags 
of money, wit'r otlicr things to the value of i i,coo crowns j obl'erving the 
precaution, not to let any 1 :'ody know at w hat Itour I intended to go out of 
the town, till I adlually went, i know .not, wlieiher if. v-. a.. by accident, 
or defign ; but my guard fiiihppc.ircd, and kl't us in a tihek wood, three 
F.NGL isi! miles from the place of cmbarcaiion ; however, wc got fafely 
on hoard with the money a.ltcr a day’s journet’, extremely fatigued with 
cxcclhvc licat. 

The BALKM.VN cttpediiion, for which captain wogdroofe was wait- 
ing, being yet undetermined : M.:\HOM\rF.r) hijssimn khan had per- 
mitted me to lend the ihip to ghil.an', on condition t!v.ai he Ihould re- 
turn immediately to astrad AD- bay. n::vv.:g cifnatclicd woo.L2vonri', 
1 went on (liorc the next day, but could not bc.rr any news of my guard j 
I therefore returned to astraba.d vvhh nay own fcivarits. I'his day 
.MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN puiblilliccl an ordcT, that all peribns wlio 
VoL. I. R r had 
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had (hops, (hould return to them, and foilo^v their buhnefs j otherwife he 
would put them to death, and let their heads in his pyramid. 

It was remarkable, that although the rebels of hazar-jerib had, 
after their fubmiflion, trcacl'ierouily killed the king’s general, and about 
fcventy of his nren ; yet tb.ey were not chaftiled with half the fcverity as 
the inhabitants of astrabauj which I imputed to tlie little mercy of 
MAHOMMED HUSSEIN KHAN. He HOW defrcd, that I would fend one 
< f my people to be always prefent to receive money as it came in, allcdg- 
ing, that if any urgent demand was made on him from other quarters, he 
mull be obliged to comply with it : at the fame time he reproached his 
fon the governor, that neither money nor provender for the king’s ufe was 
brought in fall enough. 

Captain woodroofe, who awed the pirates whilft he lay in astua> 
BAD road, no fooncr left it on the 13th, but fcveral armed boats of the 
OGURTjoYS w'cnt Oil diore at koeebawd, killed fcveral men, and car- 
ried off their women and horfes. On the 1 9th, being heartily tired of 
waiting, I w'ent to the khan, to inform him that 1 would not Hay in the 
city above fifteen days longer ; in which time if lie did not pay me the 
money, I Hiould be obliged to make further applications to the king. He 
allured me, that in lefs than ten days it fhould be ready ; adding, tliat 
EMIR KHAN was returning fioin turkumania with fome of the rebel- 
chiefs, who were going to the camp to make their fubmilTions ; on the 
alTurance that the king would do them no harm, and that gll was going 
well. 

The 22d, I received a letter from ali kouli khan the king’s ne- 
phew, and governor of mesche d, in anfwer to one I wrote to him, with 
regard to the payment for the piftols, and other curiofities, which Mr. el- 
TON had provided for him by exprefs commilTion. But without any fenfe 
of HONOUR or GRATITUDE, this MIGHTY PRINCE objedlcd tO thc 
things : alledging, that they were too good for him, and returned them 
on Mr. Elton’s hands, though they were utterly unvendable. The foot- 

* A diftrift in the neighbouring mountains. * The fame who was afterwards king. 

courier. 
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courier, whom 1 fcnt to mesched, poor and defpicable as he was, did 
not efcapc without being robbed. This letter gave me an occafion of 
obferving the nature of their writing and paper. 

The PERSIANS make their paper of cotton and lilk-rags, and after it 
is manufailured they fet a glofs upon it with a fmooth ftone or Riell ; it 
is therefore foft and fmooth, and as it is very liable to be torn or broken, 
they always roll it up. Their letters of corrcfpondence are wrote on fmall 
flips of paper, generally in few words, and with great exadtnefs ; no in- 
terlineations or blots being ever fuflered to appear; they are then made up 
in a roll, about fix inches long, and a bit of paper is faftened round it 
with gum, and fealed with an imprefllon of ink, which refembles <nir 
printers ink, but not fo thick. It is compofedof a mixture of galls, burnt 
rice, and gums, and anlwers the double purpofe of ink and wax; as it 
ferves not only for writing, but for fubferibing with their feal ; indeed 
many ot the Persians in high offices could not write. Their charadlers are 
rather drawn than written : they ufc pens made of reeds brought from the 
fouthern parts of Persia. In tb.eir rings they wear agats, which general- 
ly lei ve lor a leal, on which is frequently engraved their name, and iome 
verfe from the khoran. 


CHAP. XLVm. 

PERSIAN pride ivith regard to rank. AVwr concerning the endlish jicet. 
^Jhe author leaves asTrabad, and is in danger from the oourtjoy- 
pirates. Mr, El .')' on embarks at meschedezar. Manner of 
Jimerals. The melancholy circumjlanccs oj' the Europeans in gkiean. 
Intrigues of the Russian conful. 

T he 23d, saru khan, a general and relation of the king, arrived 
in as'erabAp \vith a body of forces intended for UAi. khan; I 
went to pay my Compliments to him in the palace where he had taken up 
his quarters : my vifit was very fhort, for I obferved that he had neither 
fenfe nor breeding, comparable to mahommed hussein khan, who was 
much diftinguiflied for both. 
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The next day in a vifit I made this khan, his fon the governor arofe 
haftily fi'om ins icat, and retired : 1 foon underflocd from my interpreter, 
that I had ignorantly ahruiitcd him, by goitig higher up the room thaii 
he w.is icalcd, though I was on the oppolitc tide. I could liardly avoid 
I ingbiJig at i(j ridiculous a ceremony, efpecially as I was his guell j but 
whether it as at his option, his father being prefent, to go as high up the 
room as he pleafed, it feemed as little conlillent with my own health as 
common regard to my own dignity, to lit near the door. TIic Persians 
treat their fuperiors in rank in the moll awful manner, hardly having any 
voice, or opinion, or thinking themfclves obliged while in their pre- 
fence, to adls of civility, even in their own houfes. This is one fpeci- 
men of the genuine growth of arbitraty power, and a defpotic in- 
vafion of the common sense, as well as the common libeiity of 
mankind, to which the more a foreigner flibmits, the meaner the Per- 
sians will think of him. 

The 27th, Mahommed hussein khan gave directions for the cr-c- 
cution of one haudgee mahommed'®, alfo an elder of koordie- 
mallA, and ordered his body to he thrown into the river kcrgan. 
This being a perfon of diilisiClion, wdio had many women ; they went 
about the woods near the river, beating their breads In tlrcacifnl lan)er.ta- 
tions, curfing the author of his death, and calling lor divine vcjigeui2ce 
on the head of mahommed hussein khan, nor did they fparc nasia; r 
AG a . 


This day captain woodroofe arrived in 36 hours fre-m i.anc arood, 
though he had been ten days in his voyage thither. He brought us news, 
that the ENGLISH fleet in the mediterranean had obtained a com- 
plete VICTORY' near toulon over the united fquadrons ol prance and 
SPAIN. Alas! I mud dille tlie cxpreflion of what 1 then fcltj tor to 
the INDELIBLE REPROACH of the NAME of i;Nt;LJSH CONDUCE AND 
PRAVPtRY, it was but little more than a dream ; and only exhibited a lad 
indance of a very capital midrke in not didinguifhing the genius and tem- 

^ Not MyR/.A IT A.uoTj>: w)iO hd-j faccn pilidoi'fed. 
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per of men, to whom a command is given : and that pride and malice 
may ex id in other breads, befidcs thole of Persians, to make a Iport 
of national honour and judice. Nothing created more amazement abroad 
than the condudt of diat affair, except die nature of tlie punidimcnt for 
die odence. 

Though the intended expedition to eali:iian remained in fufpcnce> 
the king having ordered Mr. ulton to take the command of all the diips; 
he was obliged to come to mesciie di-zar, where he fell dangeroufly ilk 
] was very much, out of order myfelf; but, on receipt of an exprefs from 
him, iiiircatit’.g me, in the dronged terms, to come to him immediately, 
I rc'fc'lvcd to wait no longer in astraeao. 


The 29th, 1 took my leave of the governor mahommed zamcn 
who, I fuppufe, was wife cnougn to forget the innocent offence I had 
oecaiioned. His fadicr, mamommeu tiussein kuan, was already dc- 
p-vVited for MAz ANDi'RAN. 'Fhe next day 1 fet out from astrabad, 
taking with me above 5000 crowns more in money, and left mat- 
TiTEUsi:, my old Armenian clerk, and two fervants, to importune for 
tlic rcira'.indcr due on tlie sh xh’s decree. As 1 was in t<'o weak a date 
of health myfelf to attend the nii-ncy, and the country being now' more 
qitict, I fent my interpreter, a fervant, and five foldiers with it, and fol- 
lowed with one loldicr aiul a fervant. In the evciiing I trot ui> with them 
anil embarked iafcly witli tlic money. July tlic id. The wind being 
vvcderly we were detaineii ; 'and. th.c 2d, as it llill conrinued in the fame 
iiuartcr, we kept at anchor. Seven of the oocRijoi' pirate boats ap- 
peared in dglit, having ten or twelve haiuls on bc,'ar<.l each boat, armed 
witJi fpears, fabres, bows and arrows, and .(lane tirc-locks. Our force 
rlivl not exceed thirteen men ; liowevcr we were well prepared with arms 
and ammunition, and put oiuillvts in the bed condition w’C could, expect- 
ing very little quarter if llicy had been hvinly enough to Inxird us: being- 
in the ililagrecable circumdarce of ht-aving no wind, we were obliged to 
put a fpring on our cable, in ortlerto bring our guns to bear on them. 

On the 3d, the boars npnora'ed again, bearing- down uprai as froiii the 
ead to the fouth-wed point of the harbour, where they w ere wont to Luni, 
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and pillage j but a breeze of wind happily fpringing up we weighed, and 
bore down upon them ; they then made all tlie eftbrts they could with 
tlieir fails and oars to get into fliallow water out of our reach j but we 
came up with them very fall:. I knew they were villains, and com- 
mon enemies to mankind ; but the remembrance of my written obligation 
in RUSSIA, not to interfere in any thing military, and a tendernefs of fpil- 
ling the blood of men untried and uncondemned, reftrained me from any 
thing more than permitting our gunner to fend two Ihots after them, to 
increafe their terror of our great guns. The eagernefs of our English 
feamen would iiardly fubmit to the reflraint, nor did we ceafe from the 
purfuit without fome expreflions of impatience from them, which would 
have been deemed mutiny in a king’s ihip. 

On the 4th, the wind was at weft, with light breezes, and a llrong cur- 
rent fetting in. TliC next day we were extremely incommoded by the 
heat of the fun : the 6th, we reached farakad, and the next day came 
to anchor. On the we weighed and anchored again in mf.sciiei3ezar 
road, fainting mahom.med khan and Mr. el'fon, with three guns: 
and the khan, from a battery wdiich he had built, returned the compli- 
ment witli the fame number. I obferved the currents on this coaft fet to 
the call ward. On the loth I went on Oiore, and had the mortiftcation to 
find Mr. ELTON in a very low ftate of health. 

On tire 1 jtb, Mr. el ton came on board with thirty poor wretches, 
who were to be employed in ghjl.a.n as carpenters in the king’s new 
ftiip-yard. In this road \vc found a Persian ajid three Russian veflels ; 
a corporal came fiom on board one of the latter, and complained heavily 
of their detention for the unce. tain voyage of balk n an, and not lefs of 
their ignorance of the eattern coaft, and the fickly condition of their crews j 
Mr. KLToN told him their fliips would probably be foon relieved one way 
cr other, and that he would ferve them in any thyig in his pov/er. 

For ten days we were mci lifted with contrary winds : in the inte- 
rim one of the pkrsian carpenters expired j his friends were very foli- 
citous to lay his face towards the caft, wliich were now leaving in our 

ftern, 
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ftern, the wind coming fair; the Persians could hardly be prevailed on 
to touch the dead body, it being deemed a pollution, neither would they 
for a long time confent he fliould be thrown over-board, and lead of all 
that any weight fliould be fixed to his body to fink him j fo that he float- 
ed on the furface. The Persians are generally interred the evening of 
the day in which they die, and waflied before they are put into the ground. 
For this purpofe there are refervoirs; but the pooiefl fort are commonly 
carried to the neared pond. Before the interment the bodies are ufually 
wound up in a cotton cloth, on which are dampt fevcral parts of the 
K HORAN. Some of the relations attend the funeral, as likcwile the mui.- 
LAH, or MULLAHS, accoyding to the quality of the dcceafed, finging fornc 
part of the khoran. 


The 23d, We came on diore to langarood, where I found that the 
king had at length determined to fubmit to the remondranccs of his cap- 
tains, and decline the expedition to balk HAN } ordering the provilions 
which he had amalicd for that purpofe to be fent to dcrbend. The 
cliannel wliich runs 6 English miles from the fea to L/ingarood, is 
bordered with reeds and marfliy lands, which dunk to a degree that cre- 
ated great faintnefs ; and the more fo, as we were already fick, every one 
appearing to the (^ther on the verge of eternity, though perhaps no man 
thought fo of himfclf. We found all our friends at langarood and 
Ri’SHD in the fame circumdanccs, this dimmer having been extremely un- 
vvholfome : but it pleafcd cod that we all fuiwivcd it. 

The diip wdiich Mr. el ton was building fof the king, had now 
the appearance of being foon finifhed ; but the difliculty was how to 
launch, or get her into the fea : die was on the fide of a creek, hardly 
broader tlian the fliip was long ; fhc could not draw lefs than fix feet, and 
in many places down the creek there was but four feet water ; therefore 
they propofcd to make ^ a dam, and raife the water to afiid her in going 
off, her . lower works only being finilhed. The north- wind would thus 
raife the water confidcrably, though not without overfiowdng the adjacent 
marfhes. Mr. elton was alfo alarmed with the fear of Russian pirates, 
whom he apprehended would attempt to burn his fhip : he therefore 

made 
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made a boom crofs the channel, and fet a guard at it, propofing to build 
a tlagc on tlae morals, and fet a piece of cannon on it. Thcfe pirates had 
robbed fevcral Persian boats near baku; they had 30 men on board, 
and foms fwivil guns j and it was pretended, that feveral otlier boats hatl 
been brought off from the volg a and vaiuk, the crews of which were of 
the fame fraternity. 

The I’d of Anguil, I left la no a rood, and arrived next day at 
RES HD, where the Russian conful bakoonin infided there was a plague 
at CAS5IAN, and conicqiiently that no rnanufaflured goods of that country 
ihoiild he e:;poitcd for Russia. By the intercourfe wdiich the Persians 
had with tiiat eity, it could not he known that any ficknefs prevailed 
more thaiv uiual in tlie ffuit fealhn. I concluded from henct', that tlie 
conful fought an c:. pedicnt to give the better colour to his advices to the 
governor of astuiachan, to impofe a fevcrc quarantain, with a view to 
prevR^nt the ENGEu a vefl'cls from returning again to Persia. I found 
alfo, ly tlie contcfi: there liad been between the minillers of the court of 
GREAT BRJTA.EV and RUSSIA, With relation to iVTr. elton’s engagement 
with NADIR siiAM, that our trade was in no fmall difgracc in Russia ; 
anti it looked probable that captain woodrooi e would not be permittcil to 
.return to Persia with his fliio. 

L 

Our voyage from as trac ad had taken up almtdl the whole mop.tli of 
July; and ccnkaucntly it might be prefiimcil that a great progrefs had 
been made in the recovery of the ballance due at astkabad: therefore, 
inflcad of returning immediately to astrachan under thefe apprthen- 
fions, wiiich proved to be too well grounded, I determined to fend cap- 
tain vrooDiiooFE to ASTRABA. D foi' moncy. I found myfclf extremely 
d'Jomsied, as were all the Europeans in reshd, whofe bodies, at dide- 
rent pi.ifiils (it their difleinpcr, broke out into diflerent kinds of pimples; 
Mr. BRowr.) and Mr. wilder were afHii5ted wdth j.gues ; but that did not 
prevent their politenefs and friendfliip to me. The french miffionaries 
alfo behaved with great civility. 

On the 12th I returned to langarood, where I found Mr. elton 
in the fame bad ftate of health as I left him, with a mind much per- 
plexed 
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plexcd on account of his engagements to the shah, perceiving it would 
coft us no lefs than the min of that trade, which he had been lb inftru- 
mental in opening. Though the authority with which 1 fet out, had 
been greatly diininilhed by tl\e jealouly and intrigues of fome of the fac- 
tors in St. PETERSBURG j yct I fuw the necellity of being difengaged from 
Mr. RXTON in fncli a light, and was fo defirous of finifliing with him in 
an amicable manner, that I undertook, bolide his ordinary commiflion, 
to make him an offer of a large fum, chargeable on the effects in his pof- 
felfion, on condition that he would deliver tliem to Meff brown and 
company, to tlie end that we might have no further connedtion with him. My 
illncfs ftill continued, and indeed the damp mufty rooms, the croaking of 
frogs, the biting of gnats, with a marfliy peftilential air, and the concern 
1 was under to fee tlie trade involved in fuch infuperable difficulties, were 
cnongli to Iiave dillempcred a mind, as well as body, of a much ftronger 
texture than mine j but though thefe circumflances w'ere added to my ill- 
ncls, the low manner in which I lived, created fo little food for my dif- 
tem}icr, that I found myfclf in a much better (late than any of my com- 
panions. 


C H A P. XLIX. 

Mr. ELTON quarrels irith the author. Captain woodroofe returns from 
ASTRAB Ao 90CO crc’ii'us. 1.1:0 author is kifuih received at reshd. 
111:0 calamitous fate of Persia. 

T II E 1 6 th of Auguft I took my leave of Mr, elton in a friendly 
mariner, and went to lahijan for the recovery of my health. 
This place is about 8 miles dillant from langarood : I was lodged 
in a large, airy houfe. Lahijan was conquered by shah abas the 
great ; it was formerly the metropolis of the province, and the feat of 
its king, and is now incomparably the moft healthful place in that part of 
the province of ghilan which istowards the fca : it is fituatcd on an emi- 
nence, with a free air on every fide, the mountains to the louclavard open- 
ing lb as to caulc a conllant draught of wind, v/hich moderates tiie heat of 
•tlie fummer, 
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In the reign of shah shi-kfie, which was not many years after this 
place was annexed to die crown of Persia, the natives revolted, and one 
KARiB, a jierfon born at lahijan, was elected king of the province, in 
oppofition to shicffie. After a fliort and friiitlcfs defence karib was 
taken prifoner, and carried to case in, where he fufFered a very remark- 
able death ; for this shah, with his ordinary cruelty, and in dedfion of his 
captive, ordered iron horfc-flioes to be nailed to his feet, alledging that as he 
had been ufed to the foft rich foil of on ilan, he could not walk unHiod on 
the harder earth of the country of casein : after lingering fomc days in this 
torture, he was /hot to death with arrows, the shah difeharging the fir/l, 
and his courtiers following his example. 


Mr. elton’s indlfpofition of body, and the offence he had taken againll 
the condudt of his employers in Europe, for their fubinilhon to the Rus- 
sian court, though it would have been vain and extravagant to Jiavc Icj.ngcr 
with-held that fubniiinon, now brought on his refentment againfl me. 1 
appeared to him as a deputy for the traders in general i but as his friend 
alfo, I /poke my real fenfe of tilings with regard totlie common intciciL 
The imperious letter which I received from him, dated the day after I 
left him, was a plain indication of his having vindidive defigns. He ac- 
knowdedged to have taken off the malk w'ith which he had been (fifguilcd, 
making himfelf blacker than I believe he really was ; it was eafv however 
to perceive his intentions were fixed upon the expedient of a quairel. 
When men defign to adl a part which they know to be unwarrantable, it 
is a common tric.k to pretend that an injury has been done them, to favc 
appearances in doing an injury. I was almofl tempted to willi 1 had ad:- 
cd a part foreign to my difpofition, from a tranfient opinion that in our 
commerce with fomc men, that condudf is warrantable which, towards 
others of a ditferent damp, de/erves little better than the name of falie- 
hood i but this thought loon recoiled upon me, and confirmed that /lurdy 
fatisfadion which arifes from an equal and confifrent condudf, however 
oppofed to v/orldly advantages. Ignorance of the world is fometimes the 
happy oecafion of our virtue ; it often prevents in/incerity at Ica/l, and fup- 
ports that integrity of foul, which exi/ls no longer than we /jjeak the lan- 
guage 
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guage of the heart. It is true, there are many incidents in life, in which 
lorne degree of diflimulation fcems to be efiential to the peace and tran- 
qiiUity of it ; and nothing can be more obv'ious than “ if we follow truth 
“ too clofe, the will kick our teeth out therefore the great lecret is, when, 
and in what degree dinunulatioii, if for want of language we may ufe this 
tei m, is neceflary and conhilent with the viitue of the mind. For want 
Cif this diftii'idlion we often lol'c the reverence due to truth, even in the firft 
flages of our lives ; and perfons in the higheft Rations become the moil 
exquilite proficients in the arts of diflimulation ; fuch is the wretched Rate 
of mankind! Thus I had full leifure to moralize j for el ton was in- 
dexible. 


Captain WOOD DR 00 i' E, whom I had dilpatched the 8th inRant to As- 
T i: AJiAD, returned the 21R, and I had the plcafure to learn, that he brought 
witii liinr 9000 crowns, which compleated, including the cloth recovered, 
8 5 pci' cent, of the whole fum demanded. Wood roof e informed me, 
that s/vRu KHAN with his forces was incaraped on tlie river korgan, to 
prevent the incurfions cf the turkuma.ns, whom no compact could liold 
within hounds : 1 alfo learned, that mattmeuse had narrowly' cfcaped 
being robbed of the fum juR mentioned, a thief having aeiuah'y broke into 
iiis hoLilc in tiic night, and a whole gang were ready to be let in, if his 
cries liad not difconceitcd their meafuresj fo that tliis recovery was Rn- 
gularly provi Jential in all its parts. 


The 27th, the french milVionary, who profelTed phync, gave me a 
medicine, which he fiid was a ibvcreign fpccific in fevers; this provetl to 
be only the Jefults bark, but is not familiarly known in Persia, where 
be liad lived fur fome years : this drug can no where be of greater ufe 
than in the province of ghelan. Medicines among the Persians are 
moRIy compounds of herbs ; but the quantity and taRe fuch as Would in- 
cline one to tlfink, th'^t they were defigned for horfes, rather than men. 
The moR common diforders with whtcli they are afFlldtcd, are thofe in the 
eyes, ^nd the venereal diRemper : the firR is fuppofed to be occafioned by 
the heat of the climate, and the cxceRive iifc of rice. 
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Being now retlorcd to health, I applied myfclf to bufinefs : but, which 
ever way I turned, Mr. el ton’s engagement to the shah created infupe- 
rable diflicviUies to the eilabliihincnt of our trade. Some of the fadors in 
St. PETERSBURG, wlio h?.d iblicitcd me to accept their authority to adt 
for them, now endeavoured to fupplant me, from an apprchenfion that I 
intended to remain in Persia, and enjoy their imaginary profits: they 
mi dock tlie matter extremely j lor I found little more to be cxpedicd in 
I ; RSI A than the evil cflccfls of jcalouly and finifier intrigues, except being 
expofed U:.' die greater calamities of civil war, among a people departed from 
almoll every moral virtue. The adventurers in London were perplexed 
with contradidlory advices from their dilterent fadlors; and, for want of pro- 
per information, not knowing whom to trufl, aimed at one point, fome 
of the fadlors in Russia at another, and Mr. klj'ox in rriisiA vvvould re- 
ceive laws from neither of them j fo that my talk of mediator was very 
difficult. 

J law nothing could be done in Persia by any legal proceeding, and 
that Adr. elton was deaf to my remondranccs, of the folly and injuftice, 
as well as the ill confequenccs that mull attend his breaking with me : 
to make any fruitlefs cotnpulfive efforts, I concluded would render the 
matter worle j I therefore determined that the bell way to avoid bciiig in 
the wrong, was to Hum being too mucli in the rigJit. Men wiio mean 
well often fall into this fault j a certain vanity of uprightnefs betrays them 
into an injudicious purfuit of it, by which they do real injuries to the com- 
munity whofe cuiife they eljioufc. If their goodnefs of heart is not fup- 
ported by experience or ffrength of judgment, they are ajit to forget 
there arc more w'ays than one of doing many good a(5lionsi and that it is 
our duty to confider, not only what is bell in its own nature ; but alfo the 
moll praclicablc means of performing the good we intend. So long as 
we can maintain our own integrity, we ought to accommodate ourfelves to 
times, and to the circumllances of things : I do not mean that we Ihould 
do evil with a view to the good that may conae of it, any more than we 
ff'iould reftrain the good, fo as to produce evil as a natural confeqjicnce j 

but 
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but that we Ihould temper a paffionate concern for the caufc of virtue, with 
a juuicious confideration of the great end in view. 

The 28th, Having informed Mr. brown of reshd on what terms I 
was with Mr. ELTON j he fent me a very polite and obliging invitation to 
take up my lodgings in his houfe l this was the more acceptable, as I was 
entirely at a lofs where to accommodate myfelf for the fhort time I pro- 
pofed to day in Persia ; for I was now obliged to refign rny prefent 
lodgings to MAHOMMED KHAN the admiral. 

The intered of this khan was now on the decline at court, he had 
aiftcd a bafe part in regard to Mr. elton, and the king’s maritime affairs. 
Whether he fuffered for this, or any other crime, or only for being rich, I 
know' not j not long after I left Persia, his eyes were cut outj indeed 
almofl every perfon of diflindllon, with whom I had any intercourfe dur- 
ing my abode in that country, had at different times the fame fate. 

Having no good in.krprctcr with me at lahijan, nor many conve- 
niencies of lile, I avoided llie vifits of the Persians; however the ca- 
LENT AR attended by two couriers from the camp, came to fee me ; tlic 
king demanded of him 1000 crowns, no other reafon being affigned for it, 
titan his having ferved under the late governor, whom theltinghad caufed 
to be put to death, tltough lie was reputed a very juil: .man ; but it fceaied 
as if iuilicc was incompatible with fome of nadir’s maxims of govern- 
ment. 

The ifl of Steptemher I left lahijan, and arrived the next day at 
reshd, where Mr. brown and Mr. wilder, the two English factors, re- 
ceived me with great politenefs and hofpitality. The chief part of the conver- 
fation of that city turned upon the king’s muldls, exaiftkins, and murders. 
I waited on the new governor of reshd, who received me very kindly, and 
affured me that the su»ah had ordered him to treat the euro pea ns with 
refpedf; on his being informed what had happened to me in Persia, and 
that curiofity had partly brought me thither, he fajd, “ Alas ! this is no 
“ time for fuch entertainment in this country.” Hearing that I had a 
conneiflion with Mr. elton, he obferved, 1 fuppofe you have orders and 

“ Inten- 
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intentions to take all the efte<5ls belonging to the merchants out of his 

hands,” which I underftood as an intimation of his opinion of ki. ton’s 
dangerous fituation. Here I enjoyed greater fecurity, at leall of tny perfon, 
than I had for eight months before, liaving been in a continual warfare ; 
blit though the feene was changed, it w^as not altered much for the better ; 
for I was now engaged in a fevere contetl:, in which both my intcrcil and 
jionour were concerned. 

Mr. r.LTON, who had been kind to an extreme, and continually wrote me 
the ten<lcTcft letters of fncndfhip, was become inexorably deaf to all over- 
tures of accommodation. He had done me itijulHce in a double refpeit ; 
firfl, by thinkiiig I could be prevailed upon, by the conliderations of 
fricndiliip, to iuhl'cribc to things falfe, abfurd, and itnpradficahle ; and 
then by fearing 1 ihould make ufc of my knowledge of his affairs in an un- 
frieruiiy manner j whereas no treatment of his ever drew from me a finglc 
Avord of what he Ijad fiid iji tite confidence of fecrccy, neither before nor 
fince his death. At this time I had the flrongcr motives to a referved con- 
dud', from the confidcration that el ton had power to do mifehief, and 
diilrefs the affairs of the merchants ; but this referve expofed me after- 
wards to the greater vexation, During the few days I was in reshd, I 
empioved myfclf in enquiries concerning the country, ancf its inhabitants, 
digefiing and comparing my own obfervations with thole of perfons, vvhofe 
experience was much greater. 


C H A P. L. 

Jlori accoiait (J the ptrjbus^ genius , characlcr., and diet of the modern 
VK RSI A NS. 0/ their Lofpii{i!ity\ u-itb fome rfeSUens on falfe amufements 
in )• uuopr.. Of tie ornamental part of the drefs of Persian ’women^ 
compared ns.'it h fime parts of e u Ro p e a N drefs. « 

T he modern Persians are sobuft, warlike, and hardy, and are now 
all become foldiers; were their government once cftablifhed,no nation 
could fooner recover itfelf from fuch miferablc circumllances. They have 

money 
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money enough * j their houfes are eafily rebuilt, and their land is fertile : 
thefc advantages would bring in foreigners, at leaf! tartars and in- 
jDiANs, and witli them the conveniencies of life, and at length rcftorc their 
arts and manufadlures. 

They arc naturallv inclined to temperance ; and with regard to diet, feem 
to be more in a Rate of nature than the Europeans. By way of amufement 
tlicy Life opiates, but not near fo much as the Turks : they drink coffee in 
friiall quantities with the lees, alfo flicrbets, and an infuiion of cinnamon 
with fugar. Their limplicity of life generally renders their domeftic expence 
eafy ; though in this lad particular travellers do not agree : I grant how- 
ever that the PERSIANS underrtand very little of what we call prudence, 
and occonomiciil government. 

In their common difeourfes tlicy often introduce moral fentcnces, and 
poetical narrations, cxtra^led from their poets and other writers : it was 
formerly their cojillant cuflom to entertain their guells with favourite 
pad'iges out of their poets. Reilexion and repetition are tlie only means of 
Jii cngthcning or liipporting the memoiy : cullom has made it a kind of 
pedantry in Europe to be frequent in the repetition of the wii'e layings 
cither of the antient or modern divines, philofopliers, or poets; but if from 
the nature of the luiman miiul we ever Hand in need of a monitor, what 
office is more confident than to render the wholelbme rules of life fami- 
liar, by making them a part of our ordinary converfaticn. It iniglit he 
wilhed, that this practice was introduced among europea.xs, rather 
than that barrennefs of difeourfe we often fiml, or the irkfomc and per- 
nicious amufement of cards. 

Now I have mentioned ;i circumllance fo interciling to the great 
world in Europe, I mud acknowledge that cards, in the original ufc 
of them, are confelfedly as innocent as any other indrument of di- 
verfion, to thofe who are at a lofs for ibmething more rational ^ ; yet 
in the manner now in fadiion, they cannot but dillipate the thoughts 

* Speaking of the time fubfequent to nadir's death, and a few years afterwards. 

^ I have fomew here heard that cards were invented by a french coariicr, to amurc one of the 
kings of that nation, who was remarkably weak. 



330 THE CHARACTER, MANNERS, AND Part H. 

in fome, and enervate the mind in almoft every one who is clofely 
attached to them : they muft be a great means of feeding thofe paffions 
\^'hich corrode the heart, and warping the afteftions from their proper 
bias, oppofe the eflablilhment of virtue in the mind. We often fee tins 
verified, though few will confefs it. Is it poirible in the nature of tJie 
thing, that thofe who give a conflant application to tins ejitertainment, 
clpccially if they play high, can fu pport a tranquility of mind ? And, in 
proportion as the mind is diflurbed, is it not ililqualified for tlic efiential 
duties of life? This matter is heft undorflood by thofe very perfor.s who 
play high, and confume their time in this polite idlenefs. The Persians 
feem to fall into the contrary extreme ; they delight in fitting dill, and 
mufing. I nev'cr obferved any of them to walk in their apartments, as tlic 
EUROPEANS, and particularly the English, arc ufed to do. I remember 
to have heard of a turk, who, being on board an English man of 
war, enquired v'cry ferioufly if the people were troubled with an evil Ipi- 
rit, bccaute, lays he, “ they are never at rcll?” 

The PERSIANS are polite, hut extravagantly hyperbolical In tlieir com- 
pliments : this indeed is peculiar to the eaflcrn nations j and the ferip- 
ture, which partakes fo much of that ftllc, is known to be derived from 
that quarter. The iersiaxs were celebrated fora particular genius to poetry; 
but war, whicli bus defiroyed their morals and learning, leems alfo to 
have damped tlicir poetic fire ; though they have dill many traces of that 
fertility and drength of imagination, for which in pad times they were de- 
fervedly fiimous. The anticut Persians are recorded to have taught their 
children a mod exact reverence for truth; but the prefent generation are 
as notorious for falfiiood : they poifon with a fvveet-meat, in always laying 
what is pleafing, without regarding the truth. In their difpofitions they 
are cliearful, but rather inclined to Icrioufnefs than loud mirth : in this 
.they are not lo much the french of asia, as in their politencfs and ci- 
vility to drangers. Hoipitallty is a part of their religion ; on occadons of 
.the lead intercourib, men of any didindtion invite drangers, as well as 
their friends to their table ; and it is lemarkable how they pride them- 
felves jn other teicimonies of refpedt, which have been occafionally men- 
tioned in this work. 


I did 
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I did not obferv'e that they are vindidlive j yet if their kindnefs to their 
beft friends, hapi.iensto be turned by any fortune of war into enmity, they 
often become infenfible : this feems to be more owing to a cuftom of cru- 
elty, than a revengeful temper. On the other hand, there are not many 
inftances of the placable difpolition, which the Christian religion fo 
ftrongly recommends : in theory however they are friends to this virtue, 
and they apparently exceed the Christians in the duty of refignatiou. 

With regard to their perfons and drefs, the men in mod: parts of the 
country fliavc their heads very clolej the young ones have often a lock on 
each temple, which hangs pendant, and ferves as an ornament to their 
faces, fomewhat in the manner of kuropean beaus feme years hnce. 
Their checks are lliaved, but the beard on the chin reaches up to their 
temples ; the men for the moil part are tall, and of good thapes, their com- 
plexions fwarthy, particularly in the fouthern parts, and their eyes and 
hair black. Moil of them have caps of cloth, which rife ten or tw'elvc 
inches, and terminate on the top in four corners : they have a fliorter cap 
for fummer, ftced with grey eokharian lamblkins; their ears, which are 
very large, are always left bare, and generally hang down, in confe'quence of 
tlie weight of the caps rcAing on them, and many' are proud to Ihevv that 
their cars are not cut off Crimfon is a colour they much affect in their 
caps, as w'ell as in their outwai'd garments ; and it makes a grand appear- 
ance : deep blue, which one feldom fees worn, except in coarfe cloths, is 
their mourning colour. The better fort of people wear a full of kher- 
MANiA wool, wrapped about their heads as turbands; fomc of thefe are 
To exceeding fine as to coil 1 00 crowns and the common price for fuch 
as are good is 8 or 10 crowns : their heads are thus kept very warm, and 
the more as they feldom pull off their caps, but wear them even in the 
prefence of their king. 

The outward garment of the common fort of people, is a flight cot- 
ton : in general tliey wear two or three light veflments, which reach only 
to their knees j fo that their drefs gives them a great advantage over the 
TURKS, who wear long efieminate robes, Befides their cloth garments 

' Many were in thefe circumilances in nadir’s time. ^ z;!. 
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of the ordinary fort, which are much efteemed, fbme have them lined widi 
furs, as crniins, fquirtels, or fibles, which are worn for warmth, and ve- 
ry often for Ante alib; for it is common to fee a great man fit in his fabic- 
coat in the height of fummer : but it niufi be obferved that thefe coats reach 
no farther than the waill ; thus demonfirating a judicious diftinilion 
not to load themfelves rvith a fupcrflnous weiglit of cloaths Silk is 
worn in fummer by men of fafliion, efpecially for under- garments ; but 
theie as well as their cotton and woollen under- garments arc quilted, 
w'hich rendci’s them very warm without being heavy. Under the fafh 
round the v/aill they carry a long pointed knife in a cafe of wood, which 
is mounted with gold or filver. Their Ihirts, for the moil: part, are made 
of checkered fiik and cotton : thefe have neither wriil-bahds nor collars, 
for they always go bare -necked. Tlie fleeves of their upper garment teacljcs 
down to their fingers : they fometimes wear cloth- llockings, which fet 
loofe like boots ; but for the mefi: part they ufe only focks of wool, which 
reach over the ankles. They wear flippers like womcn’sflioes vviiJiont quar- 
ters j thefe are of fliagreea made with the Ikin of horfes rumps, which 
are prepared hard and rough like a feal's ikin : the heels being high, tlicy 
are calculated to carry one out of the dirt, but are extremely uneafy to 
thofe w'ho are not accuilomed to them. Their drawers, or rather trowfers 
are more convenient than breeches in a hot country, being wltliout any 
tight ligaments : for this rcafbn their cloathing in general feems to Ijc more 
conducive to health and ferength than that of curoi'KANS ; the fafli round 
the waift may liowcver keep their loins too warm j but girding up the loins 
is indeed a part of drefs tlie moft antient Vve read of. Their writers 
carry their ink and pens about them in a cafe which they put under their 
lafli, or in their pocket uitder their arm. 

The iimplicity of their tafic deferves commendation: a Persian khan 
once quellioned me clofcly upon the fleeve my coat, defiring to know 
what I intended by that bit of cloth hanging frorrt my arm ? I of courfe 
told him, that in Europe wc confidered it as an ornament. I could not 
help reflceling however on the fuperfluous and inconvenient part of drefs, 
which the polite nations of Europe have introduced, in defiance of natu- 
ral 
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ral tafte, and the confidcration of health and convenience. -Externals are 
always moft apt to alitct tiie miiid, and where we fufter ourfeive5> to fol- 
low implicitly him who, for his private convenience, or to gratify his hu- 
mour, continually makes alterations in our manner of cloadiing, it muft 
engage too great a (hare of the attention, at lead of the youthful part of 
a nation, and create a dangerous cxpence ; nor can we be ever fure of re- 
taining that which in all reipeds is found elegant, ornamental, and con- 
venient, if we happen to diunblc on it. The Asiatics feem beft to 
nnderiland this matter, and to acl mott agreeably to rcalbn. We muft 
however acknowledge, that t’nc variety of wliich the politer nations of 
EUROPK are fo fond, ferves to excrcifc invention, improve arts, and cre- 
ate a circulation of money j but dill it tends to the ruin of dates, when 
the inclination is carried to an cxcefs, and beyond what private incomes 
will hear, after all cllcntial duties regarding government, and charity, are 
complied with. Butina comparifon of the oriental and European 
drefs, tlicre is not any tiling in the latter half fo abfurd and ridiculous as 
that part of tlie female furniture called a hoop. If the Persian, vvlio 
!^as fo much furprizc\l at the lleeve of my coat, which was in no extrein# 
■fof the fidiion, had feen this whalcbonc-inachine, he would certainly afk, 
if the wom-.'.n was to be fewn up in it with a \vild cat, as they fomctinies 
life bags when they torture females. Tell him, that it is dcligncd to be 
worn about her wald, and he would conclude it was a punilhment for 
ibme adl of incontinence j but never would a man, in his right mind, 
conceive it to be intended as an ornament j and that tlic greater ipace a wo- 
man occupies, the greater her quality, the more importiuit her appearance, 
and as fome imagine, tlic more exquifite her charms. 

^i^nd fince the refcjitment of a cudom fo injurious to health and con- 
venience, as well as true talle, has drawn me thus far ; I cannot help ob- 
ferving very ferioufly , , ’^hat as theperfons, and external ornaments of wo- 
men are fo much the attention of men, it is not furprizing that they 
fhould make ufc of their premier flrength, and improve their'own atlvan- 
tages } but I apprehend there are very few fcnfible women, and yet fewer 
men, who conlider this romantic machine as ornamental. Cullom is in- 

T t z deed 
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deed a tyrant over both fexes, and the pride of imaginary embelliftiments 
almoft as Rrong a paffion with the youthful part of the gay world, as even 
the love of life. All nations feem to agree, that rich manufaflories, 
lilver, or gold, or precious (lones, or what is juft the fame, fomething in 
imitation of them are ornamental. It is aUb confefted, that the more im- 
mediate feat of the graces is the face, and the women of all countries 
apply their Ikill to the improvement of it j preferving at the fame time 
thofe veftures which they think add a Inftre to their natural advantages. 
How’ can icurope ans laugli at fome particular parts of the drefs of re- 
mote nations, when perhaps none of them wear any thing fo ridiculous 
as a large hoop } Befidcs, though cuftom may caufe any thing to pafs 
for modeft, it cannot alter the nature of climates, nor prevent thofe dif- 
tempers which arife from cold j neither will the ftreets grow broader, or 
houfes, churches, or tlieatres extend their walls to keep pace with this 
romantic cxtenfioji of habilliment. 

The drefs of the women in Persia is fimple, differing from the men 
rather for the diftinbtion of fexes, than by aifedting any form Ihocking 
to nature : they adorn their arms with bracelets after the manner of fome 
EUROPEANS, and their heads with jewels of feveral kinds: one of thefc 
is compofed of a light gold chain-work, fet with fmall pearls, with a thin 
gold plate pendant, about the bignefs of a crown-piece, on which is irn- 
preffed an ap. abian prayer: this is fixed to the hair at the upper part of 
the temoie, and hanqs upon the clieek below’^ tlie e.ar. Thev have large 
car-rir.gy, and fome arc faid to wear gold rings fbt with pearls in their 
nofe, which is incomparably the woeft tafte they have j the poorer fort 
wear the fame thing in bafer metals : tlieir hair hangs in treffes j their fhirts, 
as well as the men’s, are of a thin manufadirure of filk and cotton j but 
thefe are open at. the breaft in the manner of men’s ihirts in europe, 
whilft the mcifs arc fupported on the left ihoulders by a fmall button j 
the women alfo wear drawers and flippers as the men. 

The PERSIANS obfciwc an outward decency in their cloathing; their 
very religion feems to exadl it of them, and the fimplicity of their cuftoms 
contributes to the fame end. They are neat in their houfes j and even the 

meaneft 
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meancft fort are ufually very clean in their deaths, w^hich have feldom 
any rent ; but if it was not for their repeated bathings, the want of chang- 
ing their lliirts would render their perfons indelicate. 


CHAP. LI. 


‘Tlje nature of the military-, civil, and ecclefiajlical government of the Per- 
sians under nadir shah. Some account aljh of their cruelty, divijion 
of time, la}7guage, and opinion of Of their religion, and 

their manner of praying', voith remarks on the falfe referve of Chris- 
tians. 


1 


■'HE PERSIANS, by their ncgled of moral duties, have prepared the 
way for that ruin in which they arc involved ; and it Iccms as if 
providence, by fuffering the ufurpation of nadir, had • eriaitted them to 
fill up the meafurc of their iniquities. 


The government of Persia is monarchied, an:l i ;. e ot it 

defpotic. The favour of the prince, am’ r : ;-!/ a ao.'ii lie 

devolves his authority, is elicntial to the I’ecurity o‘ m cign !t.-diantSi and 
this may be bed preferved by proper and timely pr. f a,ts, l.y a good .ip- 
pcarance, and a lefolute dil’crcet fupport of liicir own dignity. 1 lie pfr- 
siANS arc not’unlkillcd in the laws of judice md hainauitv; hut as war 
has been, for many years, their only ftudy, and a fondnefs for outwaird 
fliew their predominant padion, thefe laws are very iittle regardtal when 
they interfere wdrh their inclinations : lienee a good boric, a diver-mounted 
bridle, and a girl, will geufially induce a Persian to violate judice, and 
even to commit that for vvliich lie is morally cenain of deatii. 

The camp and eoiqt in nadir’s time were the fame; and the eccle- 
fiadical, as well as civil and nfilitary ofiicers always attended. The chief 
adminidrators of the law were the muelah-bashi, and the naib- 
SiEDAR, or N.’EVAB, who are judges in ecclefiadical and civil concerns. 
The k.azi.<3Esk.ar is judge.of the army, and the SHEiCHUi.isi.AM is re>* 

puted 
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puted of equal rank with him. The defhekch an?: * receives all records, 
decrees and public accounts, and decides in all affairs relating to the po- 
litical government. The principal officers of this cou^t are the supeRkv- 
TENDANT and secretary: The mustait miemalek ’’ aOts with 
them, and has MuslTAPirs under him for the care of the fevcral divilions. 
Thefe agents of the crown make their court, and find moil proht and fccu- 
rity in propoling means of opprelhng the people by heavy exactions. 

The higheft ecclehallic in towns is judge, and tries civil caufcs under 
the got’ernor, who generally refers the parties to him ; and upon the re- 
ceipt of his verdid: the governor gives a final judgment. But militar}' 
people feldon') have their caufe, tried by any but the latter. Thefe governors 
are often as dcfpotic as fovercign princes; and though they are account- 
able for all their actions, and have often their cars cut off, their nofes 
flit, and are feverely beaten on their back, ballinadocd on their feet till tl'jcir 
nails come off, and not unfrequcntly ffrangled, yet they feldom al)flain 
from adt.s of opprcflion. 

The BEOLER-BEGs ' have the power of life and death, as have alfo 
thole SxVR DARES ', who are on the frontiers. In nadir’s reign there were 
only three begler-begs, one in khorasan, the other in derbend, 
and the laft in suirass, all of them as cruel as tlicy were powerful. Thofe 
in higli office make ufe of the moll extraordinary and unaccountable me- 
thods of oppreffion. There was a remarkable inftance of this in na- 
dir’s brother, ibkahim khan, who, when governor of tavrjs, having 
a lame mule, alked his groom what he might fell her for ? The groom, 
fufpcQing his defign, and knowing his avarice, anfvvered 2000 crowns. 
“ Oh ! ” fays he, more a great deal.’* At length the price was fixed at 
1 0,000 ; and the groom being armed with authority, demanded of every 
citizen and villager a certain fum for the mule, in fuch terms as plainly 
fhewed that a fum was to be levied on them. Some, to avoid being 
beaten, paid him 20, 30, 40, or 50 crowns, till at laft he came home with 

• Chancery. General over-fcer of the empire. ' Lord of lords, the hijghelt 

rjratdc of officer in power, Generals. 
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the 10,000} and after all he obliged a man to take the mule in good 
earneft for 120 crowns, which is the price of a fmall one free from ble^ 
milh. 

In how great a degree cruelty reigned in Persia in nadir’s time, may- 
be judged from the choice which he made of his reprefentativcs, and 
from their copjdng him fo exaclly, though with lefs judgment. I was told, 
that in the fpring 1741, a perfon named kalib khan, from being a 
broker of filk, returned from the camp to reshd, dignified with the title 
of admiral of the Caspian fca. This elevation fo intoxicated him, tliat 
thinking himfelf ncgleiled in point of ceremony, he inftantly ewdered the 
chief of the Armenian merchants to be called into his prefence, caufed 
one of them to be put to death, and threatened that all tlie Armenians 
and GEuiiCiAN:; Ihould fuffer the fame fite, if they did not bring to him 
all the arms that were to be found in the caravanferais of reshd } keep- 
ing tlirec of them as hoftages till he extorted handfome preicuts, and 
large proint'es from them. He was fo ofifended that tlie ruosian conful 
had n(jt Ihcwn him the refpedf of waiting on him in pC; fon before his en- 
trance inr.o tlie town, that when the conful’s interpreter came to compli- 
ment liim in his mailer’s name, he ballinadoed him, jpoke difrefjKclfuliy 
ot the KMrRV'Ss, and not hopping here, put to death an interpreter be- 
lon:iing to the refident of that iration, feized a Russian fiiip, and, by 
threats and ill treatment, obliged the crew to embrace m ahommedanism. 
On 1 ASTER-DAY hc laid ficge to the conful’s houi'Oj auvl fired 250 ihots 
on It ; but at length, being oppofed by the people of the town, he was ob- 
liged to withdraw his artillery. 

in confequcrice of the complaints made to n ad jk, kaltii khav was 
called to the camp, arai treated with great (eyerity } tl'C crimes allcdgcd 
agalnft him were various, and many of them concerned the shah him- 
fclf} but I never heard there was any particular reipcift paid to the Rus- 
sians iu the punUhment infiidfed on him. Such cruel enactions and mon- 
Itrous proceedings have frequently ftirred up the people to rebellion j but 
the want of fecrecy in their counfels, and of mutual confidence, ever ren- 
dered 
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-dered their attempts inferior to the fagacity and refolution of nadir, 
till they took the refolution of killing him in hi$^wn tent. 

As to the religion in Persia, the Turks and Persians equally ac- 
'^knowledge the khoran as firft promulged, to be the great law of their 
•prophet MAHOMMED j hnt they trace their ecclefiaftical divifions, and in- 
inveterate aniilioiities as high as his immediate fucceflbr. Ali was ma- 
hommed’s brother’s Ton, and married to fatima, the daughter of that 
falfe prophet. From this the Persians naturally infer his right to the 
fuccellion, which was notwitftanding invaded by his uncles abubeker, 
OMAR, and OSMAN, the brothers of mahommed, whofe ufurpation, both 
as kings and prophets, is approved of by the turks. At length ali fuc- 
ceeded, and the difpute might have been loft in oblivion, had he made 
ho difference in the khoran : yet this produced no extraordinary cf- 
feifts till the 14th century, when sheffie, a man of an exemplary life, 
who pretended a regular defcent ftom ali, began to teach and expound 
the mahom-medan law, and the doffrine of ali’s follow'crs, in prefe- 
rence to the TURKISH dodlors of divinity j this revived the remembrance 
of the injury done ali by his uncles, whom the Persians began to 
curfe in their public prayers : they alfo changed the form of the mahom- 
medan creed, by giving ah the title of the friend of god. Thefe 
two fcdls being divided, tliofe who maintained the fuccefiion of abube- 
ker, OMAR, and OSMAN, called themfelves sunnis, whilft the followers 
of ali took the name of s chi as. 

Experience has proved that it is next to impoflible to keep mankind 
fttady to any form of worftiip, even where they profefs the fame faith in 
cfftntij’h } and if this is the cafe where religion is founded in truth, as in 
that of CHRIST ; it is no viionder that fo abfurd a do<3:rinc as mahomme- 
DANis.M, profeffed by fo many millions of people, fpread over fuch a 
vaft tradt of country, fhould create divillons with Regard to ceremonials, 
and the conflruiiUon of texts, in themfelves inexplicable ; nor is it ftrange 
that this fhould produce national and irreconcileablc hatred. It muft fur- 
ther be obferved,, that their morals and true notionsipf life having, in a 
great nieafure, given place to a martial genius and military ftiew, it is eafy 

to 
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* ■ 
to conceive the caufe of die long and bloody wars which have been cafiricd 

on between the neighbouring flates of Persia and turkey. It cannot 
here be improper to mention the method taken by shah abas to make 
a difference in opinion inilrumental to the peace and fecurity of his go - 
vernment. This prince, finding in his people a great propenfity to rebel- 
lion, gave A LI two names, and then artfully infinuated, that one ought 
to be revered in preference to the other ; thus he promoted fuch a dilTen- 
tlon among them as brought both parties the more eaiily to him 

umpire, and lubmit to his government. 


The PERSIANS believe the mosaic to have been the true religion be- 
fore CHRIST, whom alfo they acknowledge to be a true prophet, and 
teacher lent from god ; but that the religion he taught was contained 
in a book which, at mahommed’s coming, was taken by the angel ga- 
BRir.L into hetwen, and the khoran brought down in it’s ftead ; this how- 
ever they do not attempt to prove. They fay allb, that jesus christ did 
not die upon the crofs} but that another perfon was miraculou fly brought 
there in his place ; thus confclfing the truth of our saviour’s miflionj 
but confounding it with abfurd fables. 

The common people pray at break of day, noon, and fun-fet ; but the 
iiAiiDGEE;; pray at thclc times, and alfo in the afternoon, and at night. 
The Mvn>LAH, when he goes to prayers, mounts a turret appointed for 
that purpofe, which over-tops the houfes, from whence at day-break, 
mid-day, and evening, he invokes the fupreme being, by faying ; “ G 
“ GOD, there is but one god; mahommed is his prophet, and ali his 
friend.” After repeating thefc words three times, he makes a prayer to 
this effeft j “ Glory be to the fovercigo of the univerfe, and to the judge 
‘‘ of the laft day j we glorify thee j we befccch thee to alilll us in our 
“ neceffitics, to lead us in thy ways, and in the paths of righteoufiiefs, 
“ and to prevent our falling into the fnarcs of perdition.” I never ob- 
ferved that the Persians have any marks of that falfe modefty whicii 
prevails among Christians of the beft fort, who, to avoid the imputa- 
tion of affedlation, or hypocrify, are as jealous to be feen on their knees, 
as afraid to commit any criminal adlion. If a bold mafculinc piety, and 
Vo,L. I. U u a fin- 



340 THE GOVERNMENT, CRUELTY, Part II. 

a linccre awful fenfe of the fupreiiie being are very confiftent things, this 
cxcufe of niodcdy muft be owing to an error in education. The refervednefs 
of lojne cuRisTiAXS is certainly carried to a great excefs : I have known 
pcnbns pious btfure marriage, confelfedly negligent in their devotion after- 
wards, the prejudices of education V>eing fuch as tliat neither party chofe to 
be Teen on tlicir knees ; and wc all know that any ncgledt may grow into a 
habit. Not fo does the incomparable milton paint our hifl parents ; not 
i'o does natisre nor reafon dictate ; furcly this is not what our saviour meant 
by admonirtiing us to retire to the clofet j and is diametrically oppolite to 
Vij-at may be infened from that pailage of feripture, that the unbelieving 
party in marriage is faved by the believer. Such an excefs of referve, if fucli 
h common, mufl; be injurious to religion, and highly deftrudiJvc of tlie ad- 
vantages derived to mankind by the example of piety, particularly in the 
matiimonial ftate. 


The PERSi ANS leeni to be under the influence of a certain degree of 
endiufiafm, without v. hich devotion in Ibme men is but a languid otrice : 
their imaginatioriS are warjii, and it is probable they receive no common help 
from thence. But here it may be alked, whether any degree of padionatc 
warmth is warrantable in devotion ? Whether it i.s cffcclual, isailb a point 
about which ciiRis ti ax divines feem to ditier in their Icntimcnts. If 
pafhon is cfTcntia! to the make and compofition of man j if experience 
evinces, that hardly any of our adtions arc devoid of palllon j if the great 
art of human life is not to eradicate the pailions, but to ado}it the proper 
objects of themj if mankind cannot think fo abltractedly as a pure ef- 
fort of unmixed reafon implies j I prefumc it follows, that some degree 
of paiuon is warrantable in devotion j that degree will depend on the 
dkferent turn of men’s minds, and we may leave the great objedt of 
our devotion to determine the reft. If god is the common parent and unl- 
verial tricrul or mankind., we mud be afFcdtcd towards him, with all the 
energy of the foul, which caivurit be exerted withcft.it tlie adiftance of our 
padions : and it cugl .t ‘ • be remembered, that tbwards different objedts 
the fame palnons air . t v. , diffevendy. V/e mull learn to think confil'l- 
endy of the fupreme being, but leave nature to hcrlclf vvidi regard to the 


manner 
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manner of the operation of thofe pafllons, and not refine the thing away. 
Further, if the great object of ali the powers and faculties of vhc foul is 
GODj if hope, and fear, and love, as paflions, belong to any ilncg more 
than mere fcnfitivc life, the exercife of them is due to tlie great auiiior 
of nature, and confequently ouglit to be employed in our addreffts to him; 
for thefc, by tlicir happy mixture, under the influence and guidance of 
reafon, conflitute that paflionate warmth which, 1 prefume, is not only 
warrantable, but in many minds cfTcntial. And can it with any confillency 
be thought, that our S/\viouk’s prayer in ms passion, as properly called, 
was devoid of the pafiioti we arc now fpcaking of; if it was not, it will 
follow, that in proportion to the carneibnefs of our petitions to heaven, 
there Vvill be a mixture of paifion, though reafon may at the lame time be 
laj>ported in its full llrengtli. » 


To return to 'die pf-RsiAN manner of devotion: after wafiiing theni- 
fclvcs, cuid combing their beards, they often count beads on a firing as is 
thccidlom of fomc chrkstians, and probably learnt of the MAHor.r:.:-:- 
UANs. At certain parts of their prayer ihe'y fbaiid, then kneel, and then 
proifrating thcmfelves on the earth, let their foreheads on a bit ef clay, 
aboi!t the {i;',e of a crown piece, fuppofed to be brought from xo.ocA, 
uiid cojilequcntly to have a chauxt. I'licy always carry it abided diem, 
ticdi to the upper part of their arm. Tlicy, as wedl as the CHai- xiAXs, 
make their prayers long, in contradiction to the experience of man- 
kind, how laborious a talk it is to keep all the faculties of the foul awake 
for a lliort interval. “ Let thy words be few,” Is an admonitirn Vv’cll uuted 
to the weaknefs of human nature; thouc'h the obicrvancc of it iuav argue 
the fbrength of the undcrflanding. It is a flirewd remark, tint there is a 
great difference between pr-iyistg, and faying of prayers ; anri titat we 
ought not to expect that cjod will atteiKl to our pnayers, if we do not at- 
tend to them ourfelves. Belkles, if a life fpent in the fear of god, and 
obedience to his laws* is one continued prayer to him ; will he require a 
multiplicity of wordvS ? Will he demand a longer attention th:u\ the mind 
is capable of, or the duties of life will piermit? i do not mean by this re- 
mark, to lend any afliftance in countenancing the indolence and impiety 

U u 2 which 
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which reigns fo much among feme Christians, but to recommend aa 
aweful approach of the deity i and in our private addrefles to him, to fpend 
as much time in preparing the mind, as in tlie addrefs itfelf, and not dc^ 
llroy the dignity j and, as we may fear, the efficacy of the duty, by a care- 
lefs and abrupt intrulion into the more immediate prefence of the aweful 
majefty of heaven. 

The MAitoMMEDANS having certain dated hours for prayer, are pun- 
dlual in tlie obfervance of this duty, and, to all appearance, peifonn it 
with more attention than the Christians generally do: and though tlie 
PERSIANS are become fo extremely immoral, yet they give one proof of 
religion vaftly fuperior to the Christians : for 1 never could obferve, 
that they mentioned the name of the I'upreine being, except upon folema 
occafions, or at leaft in a rcfpedtful manner. 

The PERSIANS have lome of the Jewish rites among them; and allu 
this peculiarity, that when they pray, they never permit die image of any 
fenlible objedt to be before them ; nor is it permitted to pray with any thing 
of gold about them, as if it was efteemed an obje<51: of idolatry. They 
invoke the interceffion of the departed fouls of fome of their prophets 
and pious men. 

As to fuperftition, I have already given numerous inftances how in- 
clined the PERSIANS are to it: A mahommedan is offended if a perfou 
applies to any mean ufc a written paper, left it fliould contain the name 
of the fupreme being. This may plead in it’s excule that reverence 
which all mankind owe to the deity j but for their other fuperftitionCi 
they arc for the mod: part much lefs confident : as for indance, a ma- 
HOMMEDAN, driflly fpcaking, is not only defiled by the touch of any 
thing belonging to a hog, but even, they fay, by a dioe, when it is made 
by an end where a hog’s bridle has been ufed, 

€• 

The MAHOMMJ2DANS have numerous ieiffaries, as well as the Chris- 
tians. Nadir was no bigot, nor iri the leaft given to fuperftition : on 
the contrary, he expofed the blunders of their favourite prophet ali, and 
even of mahommed, and the fallacies of many popular opinions, of which 
I diall have occafion to mention more hereafter. 


The 
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The external obligations of jufHce and charity are oftentimes overlooked 
among the mah ommedans, as well as among people of a better religion : 
they have found out the art of cheating their own fouls, by endeavouring to 
reconcile religion and oppreffion. Extortion is forbidden by the mahom- 
MEDAN lawj but fuppofe a neceffitous perfon wants 20 crowns for 2 or 
3 months only ; there are many indances pf requiring a quarter of a bat- 
man of filk, which, at the common value, is 4 crowns. The obligation, 
is made thus : Having lent fuch a perfon fo much, I buy of him fuch 
a thing, for which I am to pay fo much. Thus they reconcile what 
\\ ould otherwife be eflcemed a grofs violation of their law. 

The PERSIANS have folar and lunar years, by which they regulate 
their different concerns. The new years day of their folar year is on 
the tenth of March j but their moveable feafts and faffs depend on the 
lunar year. They have two great farts, which, they fay, were command- 
ed by GOD, who gave mahommed orders to inrtitute them for the expia- 
tion of their fins ; in this time they eat notliing in the day, but at night 
they make two or three meals of the fame kind of food as ufual. As to 
the otJier diviiions of time, their weeks are the rtime as ours, and their 
days confift of 24 hours, which they reckon in the fimc manner as the 

ITALIANS. 

The TURKISH language is the moil: common in Persia j it prevails 
on the fouthern coallof the Caspian, as well as in thofc provinces which 
wxre formerly conquered by the Turks, as shirvan and aderbeitzan ■, 
but the illiterate people fpeak a barbarous mixture ; and I obferved a diffe- 
rent dialect in guilan and mazandf.ran : the pure persic is Ikde 
known but in the fouthern parts, on the coart: of the Persian gulph, 
and the confines of AR A Bi A j but particularly in Isfahan. In matters 
of learning they ufe the Arabian language, in which is depolited the 
greateft part of that knowledge for which the Persians were once dif- 
tinguilhed; and the politer people are fond of Arabian words, which 
Benders their difeourfc <he Icfs intelligible to men of inferior rank. The 

H- ^ ■ 

V/hich they call nevrou?.. 


learned 
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learned iangua^gef, fiviftiliar to eukope ans, are nqt known amongft, ijb^^ 
time feems to have made no cliange in the cu^ft^ 
fame manners remain as we read of two thoiifand ye^s lattr 

guage, particularly of the persi Asa, has the &i»e idiom and fublipity p^^^^ 
expreflion. 

They write as the heerews, fmm the right to the 
range their lines in an arbitrary manner ; fo that Upon one leaf of paper ; 
they fometimes w'ritc in ten different dircdtions, and this only tp fliew the 
writers ability in oblcrving the proportion of words and lines in caphi . 

The want of curioff ty, even in feme of their people of diftihi^liph. Is ve- 
ry remarkable : it is true, the greateft part of thefe are of mean parentage 
and education, and are fallen very low in point of knowledge, though they 
have good natural parts ; this is indeed the lefs furprissiug, af the 

ffrff ffep to knowledge, of late years has been aHittle taught tpb|thpfe bred 
to arms, as to the vulgar j we mayday, it is more peculiar to the;^i|LEAHS. 
They aUb fall into a great abiiirdity in their manner of in;ffru(ffd% f I have 
obferved their boys reading lefibns outof tlibKHORylN in AR A b i c, which they 
do not underftantl; and, to add to this farce, as they fit, they make a motion 
with tJjcir hca<l and body, alledging that this helps ftudy : thus does affec- 
tation fupply the place of real learning. They acknowledge that the E u- 
ropeans have two eyes, and themfelves but one j or, in other words, that 
we have knowledge, and an univerlal fkill in arts and fciences, to many 
of which they are entire Grangers j and> if I miflake trot, their pyef^ 
thod of education is not likely to remove this evil. 

Thus the I'cvolutions of time, and the changes to which humm affair? 
are fubjetff;, in confequence of men’s iniquity, have involved thofe nations 
id ignorance, vi ho once enjoyed all the advantages which could grace and 
;^prn human nature, and were diftiiiguilhcd as pat^rns of learuing and 
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KHIEVA and BOKHARA 

I N M DCC X L. 

\V I T H A 

JOURNEY along the weftern coaft of the CASPIAN 

in 1746. 

C H A P. Lll. 

T’wo BRITISH factors in Russia attempt to open a ne^w trade into indepen^ 
dent TART ARY > 'ivitb the federal adventures that bej’el them. 

A S I am now on my departure from Persia, I fhall Introduee the 
journals oi forne other travellers on the caftern and vveilern coaft of 
the c A SPIAN, particularly as thefe gentlemen were perfonally known to me, 
and had a connexion with tlic affairs of the Russia company : to thefe I 
ihall join Mr. VAN mierop’s journal to mesched. As thefe journals are 
not verbofe, and their authority is good, they muft aftord fbme fatisfadlion 
to the -Cftrious, It may be obiervcd, that half the picafure in this kind of 
readingi is to, with tlie map, and render that an 

0bje<ft is* otherwife abftradfed. This method helps at 

hsaft related In a more permanent de- 

f for opening a trade over 

.Thompson and Mr. blvnold lioac ..■ 
with Kiirr.vA, Bokhara, . 

... ■,’;'antl'.*'' 
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and otlier parts of tartarv, of which they give tlie following account. 

On the 26th ofFebruary 1740, we fet out from St. Petersburg with a 
“ fmall quantity of goods, expelling to return by the end of the enfuing 
“ winter. Our intention was to learn, if any trade could be carried on 
“ amongft the tartars, particularly thofe of khieva and Bokhara, 

“ Pafling through the cities of mosco, volodimur, murom, dnd ar- 
samas, April the 6th we arrived at samara, w'hich Is fituated on the 
“ eaif-fide of the Volga, at the dillance of 1 800 werfts ^ from St. peters- 
“ BURG. Samak.a being the lafl: place in Russia in our rout, wc procured 
the necelfary difpatches of the governor, who had the command of the 
“ TARTAR expedition. The 12 th of June we proceeded on our journey 
“ under a convoy, and travelling fouth-caft in a beaten road through a 
“ defert 300 werfts, we arrived the 17th at yaeik, a town belonging t(j 
“the COSSACKS, who are fubjc<fts of Russia. Here we changed our 
“ EUROPEAN for TARTAR habits, and providing ourfelvcs with camels, 
“ horfes, and other neceftiiries, we difeharged our Russian attendants. 
“ It was not without the utmoft difficulty that we perfuaded fome khal- 
“ MUCKS and tartars to engage in our fervice : the cossacks of the 
YAEIK abfolutcly refufed, giving us many inftances of the diftrefles of 
“ their own peo|'lc, who had been plundered au-d made flaves in attempt- 
“ ing to go to KHIEVA ; but we were refolvcd to encounter all difficulties. 
“ A chid of the kjrgeese tartars had fent us two perfons as guides j 
“ and we flattered ourfelvcs that the authority of their chief, would be an 
inducement to their fidelity in our defence. 

“ Finding other kirgeese, who w'^ere returning home from- yaeik 
“ with merchandize, we joined them, making in all about twenty perfons 
*• oil v-orleback ; cur goods were loaden on camels. The 26th of June we 
“ fet out on our journey, and travelled due eaft about 60 werfts every day, 
“ ihrou^fl; a tlcfcrt without anyroad or pathj the tartars direifting 
their co-u Cc by rcroarkablc hills and rivulets, well known to them. We 
# were obliged to keep watch night and day, knowing that when 

“ ! ZOO miles. 

“ parties 
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parties meet, the wcakefl, even if they are of the fame hor»a‘’, arc 
“ fubjedt to many iuconvcniencics, and if they are of different hordas, 
“ they kill thofe who arc advanced in age, and make Haves of the young 
people. 

On the 7th of July w'e perceived a party at a diftance, and our coin- 
panibns purfued, and took three khalmucks, with feven horfes. This 
“ was eftcemed a legal, and a valuable prize, and was attended with this 
“ further advantage, that we procured intelligence of the horda w'c were 
“ in quell of. 

“ July the I ith. We fell in with a party of kirgeese, with whom molt 
*' of our company remained j fo that we were conllrained to continue our 
“ journey vv'lth our two guides only. We proceeded uorth-eall till the 
“ j6th, when we arrived near the horda of our friend, jean beek. 

HATER ; he made us the compliment of fending his Ion, with feveral 
“ other relations, to meet us, who conducted us the next day to his ka- 
BTTKA ^ On reckoning our diftance, w'c found it 800 werHs from the 
** river VAEUC. This tart AR- chief was fitting on a carpet in his tent; 
he vofe, and bid us welcome, and making us fit down with him, he 
took a large dllh of kumeesr**, which he drank, and made us do the 
" fame. Wc gave him fome (mail prefents, wdiich he immediately divided 
amongll the company. Some days after we made him a more valuable 
" prefent, telling him that our defign in going to khieva, was to fix 
and carry on a trade there ; in which, if wc fuccccded, w^e Ihoul J brijig 
“ much larger cargoes ; and then it would be more in our power to re- 
“ quite him for all his favours : in anfwcrto which he alllucd us, that wc 
might command all the fcrvice in his power, to foru ardour defign ; and 
infifted that we fhoukl continue with him till the extreme heat was abat« 
cd, and rcfrelh our catfle, which, from hard travelling, were in a very 
weak condition. 

» 

The. KiRGEESE TARTARS poflefs a very extenfive tra<5l of land, hav- 
ing the bashkeert tartars to the north, the black kiialmucks, 

A tribe of TARTARS. Tent of the nature already deferibed to be ia uie among thf 

ictiAt.Mi;cKs. * Marc’s milk fermented. 

VoL. I, X J? “ witll 
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“ with the city of tashcund to the eaft, the karakulpack tartars 
‘‘ and the aral lake to the fouth, and the river yaeik to the weft. They 
<* arc divided into three hordas, under the government of a khan. 
“ That part which borders on the Russian dominions, was under the au- 
“ thority of jean beek, whofc name on all occaftons was honoured with 
the title of bater ^ 

“ They live in tents made of wooden ftakes, and covered with a felt 
** of camel’s hair j this they fix or remove with great cafe, whenever they 
*' change their quarters, and they never ftay above two or three days in a 
place. They feed on hoifc-fle(h, mutton, and venifon, and drink fer- 
mented mare’s milk to excefs j fo that they often intoxicate thenifelvcs 
“ with it. They have no grain, nor any kin.d of bread. When they go 
upon an expedition they take a fmall quantity of cheefc, which they call 
“ cRUTEj this being difloRed in water, is their chief fnftenancc during 
their journey. Money is hardly known among them ; their riches con- 
fift in cattle, fox, and wolf furrs, which they exchange v itli their neigh- 
** hours for cloaths, and other necefiaries. What little religion they have, 
“ is MAHOMMEDANiSM, and their language has a great affinity with that 
“ of the TURKS. They are a ftrong robuft people, but rude, ignorant, and 
“ treacherous. They are very civil to ftrangers, whilft thefe continue under 
** their protc<ftion j for they efteem it the grcatell difhonour to affront a 
" gueft : but no fooncr is he departed, than his profefted friend and pro- 
tc<ftor will fometimes be the ftrft perfon to rob him, and happy if he ef- 
“ capes without being made a fiave. 

“ Thefe KiRGEESE TARTARS have very little fenfe of many atroejous 
“ crimes, particularly robbery. Their ordinary punifhment in this cafe, 
“ is only reftltution to the perfon robbed ; and for murder the lofs of their 
“ goods: fometimes indeed for the latter, the criminal and his whole fa- 
“ mily, are delivered up into llavery to the relations ^of the deceafed. 

“ We remained with jean beek, and travelled in his company tiU the 
“ 8th of Auguft, when we found ourfelves in the latitude of 51 five 

^ Tins word figni&a hero. 


** days 
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days journey to theeaft fouth-eaft of Orenburg. This city was lately 
“ built by the Russians, as a barrier againll the kir geese and kara- 
** KiTLRACK TARTARS and likcwifc with a view of opening a trade 
“ with tlicm for furrs, gold-duft, and rhubarb. 

Having received dire<flions from jean beek, and taking one of his 
relations for our guide, wc joined a caravan of kirgeesp: and turku- 
MAN TARTARS, about lixty in number. Witli thefe we travelled ibuth- 
“ weft near 50 vvcrlts a day for eight days : wc met feveral parties, but re- 
cclved no harm from them ; although feveral Turkomans joined us, 
who, I’ i tcr havii\g been robbed of their effects, had with great difficulty 
“ efcaped with their lives. 

“ Augud the 6th, we reached the aral lake, which is reckoned 22 days 
'‘journey ftoin Orenburg, and 12 from the rivTr yaeik. We travelled 
“ fouth along a very l iighand rocky fliore, where we were fcarce able to 
‘‘ get any water once in two days; and this was fo bitter and fait, that 
“ ncceiruy only obliged us to drink of it. The karakulpacks inhabit 
the caft fhorc of this lake, where the river sirr falls into it, and the 
“ ARAB TARTARS the ibutli ftiorc, where it receives the great river amo. 
“ The latter ule only fmall ftfhing boats, and never venture far from the 
“ ftiorc. It is laid that a perfon cannot conveniently ride round this 
“ lake in Ids than 35 days, being computed above 1000 English 
“ miles. There are abundance of wild horfes, afles, antelopes, anil 
“ wolves; here is allb a very fierce creature, called jolbart, not un- 
“ like a tyger, wliich the tartars fay is of fiicb prodigious ftrength 
** as to carry off a horl'o. 

“ September the 3d, we left the lake, and arrived at a valley full of 
“ brufti-wood, and almoft knee deep of ftagnated water. Wc were in- 
formed that this was the channel of the river oxus, which had run betwixt 

% In 1748 and 1749 thefe tartars brought about 40,000]. value in filver, and drove a confide- 
rable trade with the Russians ; the greateft part of this filvcr was the plunder of the pkrsi an camp 
in 1747, onthe occafion of the maflacreof nadir shah« 

‘Hhe 
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the ARAL lake and the Caspian fea; but was flopped up by the 
TARTARS many ages fince'’. 

** The 5th, we came to the city jurgantz, which appeared to have 
** been a large place j but now was entirely in ruins, no other building re- 
“ rnaining than a molque. Here our company were very devout : they 
offered their prayers to heaven for their fafe journey, and then went in 
•“ fearch of gold, which they laid, they had frequently found walhcd out by 
** the rains from amongftthe ruins of this city. We travelled on fouth-eaft 
“ till the 8th, when we arrived at feme villages belonging to the tartars 
” of KHiEVA. On the 9th, our company left us, and with our guide on- 
ly we proceeded due weft 9 hours, and reached the city of khieva, 
“ which is 17 days journey diftant from the Caspian fea, and from oren- 
BURG 33, computing a day’s journey to be 40 Russian werfts 

We took our lodgings in a caravanlerai, which was a very mean build- 
ing. Here our goods and baggage were immediately fearched anti va- 
lued, for which vve paid duty 5 per cent. We had then full liberty. 
“ to fell them ; but we could not difpofe of a futllcient value to maintain 
** ourfelves and our cattle ; for nadir shah, who was then on his return 
from INDIA, was expelled to make this place a viftt ; fo that it was our 
misfortune to arrive when the ftate began to be in great confulion. The 
** people were lb infatuated as to think themfclves a match for the per- 
siANS; but when they heard that the shah was with them, in perfon, 
“ they were greatly terrified. 

“ A few days after our arrival, one of the kirgeese came to us by 
“ night fiom our guide, and informed us, that if we confulted our own 
“ f ifety, we niuft return immediately j that the company we had parted 
“ with on the 9th, had been plundered by the T,ukKU MANS, and fever al 
of them killed ; that they durft not flay longer in thefe parts ; but were 
refolved to make up their Jofs on the road by ‘reprifals. Finding he 
“ made no impreflion on us, he took his leave, promifing to return in the 
‘^'fpring, in company with our guide, if the country was in peace. Khi- 

* See p'gt 135. *a7£Nci.i5ii miles. 
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* EVA lies in the latitude of38 *,and istlic refidence of a khan. It is iituated 
“ on a rifing ground, has three gates, and is defended by a-ftrong wall of 
“ earth, very thick, and much higher than the houfes : it has turrets at 
“ fmall diftances, and a broad deep ditch full of water. The place is 
“ large, but the houfes are low, the greateft part of them being built with 
mudi the roofs arc fiat, and covered with earth. It commands a pleafant 
profpedl of the adjacent plains, which, by the induftry of the inhabitants, 
are rendered very fertile. 

“ The dominions of khieva areoffo fmall extent, that a perfon may 
“ ride round them in three days j it has five walled cities, all within half 
“ a day’s journey of each other. The khan is abfolute, and entirely in- 
“ dependent of any other power, except the mullah basui, or high- 
*■ pricft, by whom he is controled. The icievinski tartars differ 
“ very little from the kirgeese; but furpafs them in cunning and trea- 
cilery. Their manners .ire the fame, only tliat the kirgeese live in 
“ tents, whilfl the others inhabit cities and villages. Their only trade is with- 
BOKHARA and rersia, whither they carry cattle, furrs, and hides, all 
“ which tliey have from the kirgese and Turkoman tari a'rs, who 
“ often prove very troublcfome neighbours to them. The place itfelf 
produces little more than cotton, lamb-furrs, of a very mean quality ; and 
“ a fmall quaniity of raw filk, fomc of which they manuladture, 

“ The confumpfion of European cloth, and other commodities, is in- 
“ confiderable, as is the whole trade of this place j fo that no profit can 
“ be expe^fed any ways proportioned to the rifque. The duty on all 
^ goods belonging to Christians is 5 per cent, and to all ctiiers who are 
“ not of the mahommedan faith : but on the goods of ?! ahommedans- 
*■' only 2 4 per cent. The W'hole revenue arlfing to the khan does nut 
“ amount to 100 ducats yearly. Their coin is ducats of gold, each weigh- 
ing one muscal, .or 3 penny- weight English j alfo tongas, a 
“ fmall piece of copper, of wliich 1500 are equal to a ducat. Their wcigiits 
“ are the great batman equal to i8 lb. Russian, and the lelTcr batman 
9 4, which they divide into halves, quarters, and final Icr parts. Tlicir 
meafure is called o a equal to 12 indies English,” 
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Tbi'Ce fadrors remained in KiniiVA till the i ^th «f Dceember, the p£r- 
frcANS having in tlie interim taken pofleilinn of this place, the particulars 
of wlricli 1 llnill iniert in the life of nadir. The fmall quantity of goods 
wliieh they had with them, were fold to the ptrsians j hut not being able 
to recover tlic money, Mr. hogg W'as obliged to remain theic, intending 
to return home by the fame rout he came, whillt Mr. Thompson pro- 
ceeded to BoiciiARA, defignihg to return liomc through pkrsi a, and over 
the CASPIAN fca. The tartars wliom Mr. hogg expeded as a con- 
voy, having been attacked by the Turkomans, were driven back to their 
own country, except thofc who loft their lives in a fkiriniih. Hence it was not 
till the 6th of April 1741, that he left khieva, and finding that the tur- 
KUM ANs were roving upon the weftern fide of die ar al lake, he palfed the 
AMO, and travelling eaftward to the country of the kharakh u lpacks, 
in fifteen days he crofted the river sirr, w’nich falls into that lake, and 
thence piroceeding in fearch of jean reek., the chief of r,i:c kirgeese 
TARTARS, he was fet upon by fcvcntcen of them, and plundered, nar- 
rowly eftaping with his life. He founel means however to make his com- 
plaint to JEAN REEK, who was goiic upoH an expedition againft the 
black KiiALMUCKS, and obtained reftitution of part of what he had been 
robbed of, witli a promife of rhe remainder, which was never fulfilled. It 
was as good fortune as he could exped to get fafe to Orenburg ; and 
from thcr.ce in the next fpringhc arrived hi St. Petersburg, to the great 
fatisfadion of his friends. 

Mr, THOMPSON, whom we left proceeding to Bokhara, gave the fol- 
lowing account of the remainder of his journey ; “ I went to azarist, 
the laft city in the dominions of khieva, and the caravan which I had 
“ joined, crofted the amo in boats : we travelled five days along the 
** eaftern banks of that river j then we provided a fupply of water, and 
entered a fandy defert, taking very little reft till our arrival at bo- 
“ khara. 

** This is a large and populous city, lying in the latitude 39 4 three days 
jot^ney to the northward of the river amo : it is the rcfidencc of the 
KHAN, who is entirely abfolute, though his power extends very little be- 

yond 
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“ yond the city. The adjacent country is called turkistan, and is go- 
verned by feveral beeks, or chiefs, who are wholly independent of each 
other, as well as of the khan of Bokhara. 

The town is lituated on a rifing ground, with a {lender wall of 
“ earth, and a dry ditch ; the houfes are low, and moftly built of mud : 

“ but the caravanferais and the mofques, which are numerous, are all of 
“ brick : the bazars, or market-places, have been {lately buildings, but 
“ are now the greateft part of them in ruins ; thefe are generally built of 
“ brick and ilonc. Here is alfo a ftately building of the fame materials^ 
“ appropriated for the education of prieils, who receive very confiderable 
“ {nolits by their public difeourfes on the different points of their reli- 
*' gion, which is the fame as that of the Turks. They rlitfer from the 
“ PERSIANS, not only in regard to jmahommed’s fucceffor, but in par- 
“ ticular ceremonies; their hatred to tlie Persians is much greater 
‘‘than to the cHRisriANS, and they efccem themfelves equally unclean 
“ by touching cither of them ; never omitting to wafli themfelves imme- 
“ diately after leaving tlteir company. 

“ The place is not cilcemeti unheakhy a's to the air and foil ; but the 
“ ^^'atei• l.-> fo very bad, that many of the inhabitants are confined feveral 
“ months in the lummer by worms in their ricih, which they call rish- 
“ T AS : fome of thelc, wlicn taken out of their bodies, prove to be above 
“ 40 inches long. There are alfo ferpents and fcorpions which infeft their 
“ houfes, and arc very venomous ; the lUng of the fcorpion caufes great 
“ pain, and fometimes death : the molb ctfb'bual remedv tb.ey find for the 
“ immediate cure of this diilemper is to bruii'e the fcon<]on, and apply it 
“ to the wound. 

“ The inhabitants of this city are more civilized and polite than thofc 
“ of KHIEVA j but they are alfo cowardly, cruel, effeminate, and extreme- 
“ ly perfidious. Great numbers of jews and AR-vruANs frequent tfus 
“place; though they are much opprelled, and often deprived of dicir 
whole poffeilions by the khan, or his attendants, who feize them at 
“ their plcalure; and notwithftanding they piy moftlieavy taxes, it iscri- 
** minal in them to be rich. 


“ The 
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“ TJie trade of Bokhara is much declined from what it was former- 
ly : tlieir produdl is cotton, lamb-furrs, down, rice, and cattle j and they 
manufa<Surc foap, cotton-yarn, and calHcoc, which they carry to Persia, 
“ and receive returns in. all forts of manufactures of that country ; fuch as 
“ velvet, filk, cloth, and faflies : woolicn-cloth is alfo brought hither from 
PE RSI A, as likevvife flialloons, indigo, coral, and cochineal. Tliey have rhu - 
barb, mufk, and caftorium, and many other valuable drugs from the black 
“ KHALMUCKS and TASHCUND. Formerly they received lapis-lazuli, 
“ and other precious ilones, from biddukhsh an, the capital of the coun- 
try of that name, which is computed fixteen days journey from bo- 
KHARA. But the late wars, and the frequent robberies on the roads 
make it difficult to procure any of thefe commodities ; fo that they are 
carried through another channel. The kh an and bis officers arc poflelled 
“ of very rich jew^els j but never difpofc of them, unlefs in cafes of the 
greateil necellity, and even then they arc jealous of tljcir being carried out 
“ of the country. 

“ They make very little confumption of European commodities: as 
“ to cloth, they ule it modly in caps ; but no foreign commodity bears a 
price proportionable to the rifquc of bringing it to market. 

“ Their money is ducats of gold, weighing a muscal, or 3 penny- 
** v/eight ENGLISH, alfo a piece of copper, which they call tongas, that 
pafs at 50 to 80 to a ducat, according to their fize. They have no fil- 
ver money of their own coinj but fince nadir shah took this place, 
the PERSIAN and Indian lilver coin is very current amongftthem. 

“ The meafure in Bokhara is gaz, equal to 31 inches English; 
but they always meafure cloth by the Persian meafure of 40 inches. 
“ Their v/eights are the batmans, containing*! 6 drumsers; which Jafl 
they divide into halves, quarters, 6cc. each drumser containing 1375 
“ MUSCAL s, of which 85! are equal to a Russian pound; fo that the 

BOKHARIAN BATMAN is aboVC ibpOUllds. 

The duty, on all imported goods, belonging either to natives or fb- 
reignws, is i per cent, and on goods exported 10 per cent. The reve- 

venue 
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“ venue from this duty is reckoned toco ducats yearly in time of peace^ 

“ which but feidom happens. The phrsian and tartar languages arc 

both fpoken here; but all their writings are in the pru&iak tongue.” 

Mr. THOMPSON continued at Bokhara till May j when he received 
notice that the aral tartars had plundered all round khiia a j arid 
Mr. HO( 3 G, as already related, happened to be an unfortunate fulicrcr. As 
the TARTARS had befet all the roads, and cut off feveral caravans coming 
from MESCHED, threatening even bokh.'Vra itfelf j Mr. Thompson con- 
tinued impatient till the end of July, having no profpedl; during tliat tinne 
of travelling with any fccurity. Several people, who had efcaped from 
KHIEVA gave an account that the ousp.egs had recovered that place, and 
defrroyed the persjan khan with all his attendants. Upon this the 
communication with khieva was prohibited, tlie pi;rsians intending 
them a fccond viiit ; for wdiicli purpofc they had ordered provifions for a 
large body of men. 

The road to Persi a being now the only fafe way of returning to Rus- 
sia, at length he joined fomc merchants, who, having hired people to 
candiu‘1 them through by-roads into Persia, were refolved to run al! ha- 
zardis. He gives the lollowing account of the remainder of his journey, 
“ On the 8th of Auguft \vc fet out, and travelled caft, palling through fe- 
“ veral ousbeg villages till the 12 th. After turning to the fouth, and tra- 
“ veiling through deferts we came the i6th to the river AiMo, and eroded 
“it at KiRKiE, a fort belonging to the ousp,egs, fubjc<ft to iCRsiA: 
“ here we paid a fmall duty, and proceeded fouth-eall through delerts 
“ till the 2*11:, when w'e arrived at an phuy, an ousbeg citVi cojupnted, 
“ in the direft road, to be only three days journey from in-'KaAR \. 

“ This country W.1.S then entirely fui>jci‘l. to rl)c Persi ans, who carry 
“ on a great trade in cattle. Here we were detained ten days, waiting for 
“ a caravan, which was difpatclied the 3 ill, when wt fet forward, and tra- 
“ veiled w'cfl through narrow val lies bounded by hig)» mountains: ha', iiig 
“ palled feveral villages which were dclcitcil by the ousbegs, wc arrivevl 
“ the 6th of September at margi.ehak, the firft Persian city on that 
VoL, I. Y V “ ikie. 
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'uh:. Tliis is a vcrv firong place, furrounded l)y a double wall, and 
‘ gournedi by a khan : it has a garrifon of «:oo men, and is dclcnded by 
“ fbvcral picccH. of cannon, hi fummer it is very unhealthy, by rcafon of 
ilie frciiMcnt pedilential winds, which often kill thofe who arc c.vpofcd 
to tlunn. "i’o fcciu'c themfelves again)! this inconvenieiicy, the people hide 
“ vhcmfeivci under ground, or falling flat on the cartli, cover themfelves 
‘' with w<;t cloaths, till thtfe winds blow over. Tlie cattle wliich are 
" mod expofed, ai e generally dcllroyed by thefe winds, though they are 
" but of a fh :it continuance. During our day here, which was only four 
“ days, mod of the people in the caravans fell fick, and great part of the 
“ cattle, which was their diicf merchandize, died. 

“ On the iith we travelled dill wed, through cry and fandy delerts, 
“ where vre got only two pots of water during lour days, and this was to 
bitter, asul fmelt fo drong of fulphur, that the c.Kt'.c would liardly drink 
“ it. On tihe I cth, continuing our Journey by a high ridge of rocks, and 
a iinaii iE ulct of fait water, we came at lengtJi into a beaten road, Wc 
" iiadcd through maaiy villages, the greated part of which wci c deferted j 
" thofe which were inhabited being chiefly avouans, brouglit from the 
" new conquered dominions. The country hereabouts is very dry, ba.^- 
" ren, and mountainou?. 

“■ September the zzd, we arrived at Mnscin-.D, tlie capital ofnitORA- 
" SAK, and the favourite city of NAin)'.. It was at this time governed 
“ by his ton iaza r-rcazA. : it is dtnated to the iiortli of a ndge 

“ !.'f mountains, and is well fopplicd wiili water, which is brought hitlier 
“ in an aquedu:! from a great tlidance: in time of peace it is a place of 
great trade, caravans are cninloved dady from Bokhara, isalkh, 
“ H:rj Dt'K nsn A2\’, kanpa-KAP., aj.d jndja ; as wadi as ff'jrn all parb of 
“ PER'-; A. Th; cPiZ.-iKS, or market-places, are large asid v.adl biult, 
“ filled vddi vic'i uwreh.HKUzc, and frequented by gi cat numbers of people 
“ of elide. tirt nadons. I' here \vcre computed about ninety caravanferais 
“ in this city, all in g<jod repair. Great numbers of peojde were lent hi- 
“ thef by N.AOtR GuAii from all parts of Persia, as vvcll as from the 
aew-contj^uered dominions j and all other means were ufed to make it a 

“ flourifli- 
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“ flourilliing city: it is 14 days journey diftant from bokjiara l>y the 
“ dirc<ll road, 20 from ealku, 26 from BtooujcusiiAK, and 30 froiu 


KANDAHAR. 


The account which Mr. v an mikro}’ gave of the trade of mcscui- o 
three years afterwards 'g plainly i])ev.'s how nudd a progrefs nadir st:ah 
made in the ruin of pdksia, even of this favourite ti:y. 


C II A P. 


LIU. 


-t'f Jucrrnifi acrcunt of the dijlauces mid cf cf (he country heticccn 
c \SR>N and MESCHKD, as repoi i,d hy Ur. van .'.viERor. 

A S I liavc .ilrcady givTii feme idea of the nature of the country be- 
tween K)'.-nr) and casiun, lire following extradl of Mr. van 
M! drop’s journal vvill cxh.ibit a view oi tiic ex.aUitry from casein to mc- 
'u Ti DD, w'hich was deiigned to have been the great mart for our casihan 
trade. 

From c ASHiN wc pafled over a large plain that produced notldng but 
thirties, wlfich the inhabitants ufe as fuel, and food for camels. i\fer 
“ travelling about ac ENCLisst miles we arrived at the village sh dki'.ndie. 

Our iourncy lay rtill fnrough the plains, r)n which arc fcvtral fpots of 
“ arable land : w'C travelled 30 miles, and frnuhed our flage at the cara- 
“ vanferai ydnoi im am •, continuing yet on the fame idain as fir as the 
“ caravanlcral car a, 30 miles : the next day wc parted over ieveral ’N :dg;s 
“ and fmall rivers, and adv.auccd 30 miles to t.t.hiran, in ali ahov.t s i 
miles, the country being bordered by high mountain;' (ju the novih ivvd. 
“ ilmth from casein. Ta'.hiran is a citv inclofed vrith a v.a’l cl ea-di, 
“ which has many round turrets ; t'ut the whole is much dec.iycd ; ben;; 
“ we found provirtons in plenty', an^l the bread exceeding good. 

Our next rtage was 35 miles dillant to the great caravanlcrni 
HUM BED, near vv'hich is a lofty turret covered witli glared tiles. 1 he 


^ See this account vol. IL p, 24, 
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foil h indittercntly fertile, but" not fufHciently watered. From hence 
“ we travelled to evanckeef; the land was rich and well watered, but 
uncultivated. The next day we advanced 30 miles to the village KARA, 
“ palling by a rock of fait, which is covered with a thin coat of earth 
“ and molly fiibllancc. From hence we. proceeded 2 miles to the village 
“ PAiiDE, wjierc we found the country well cultivated, and abounding in 
“ water. Dehmameck caravanlerai is the next Rage, at the diRance of 
20 miles, the land hereabout is either clay or gravel, and the water 
“ li) fait that wc could not drink it. From thence to the village pocii- 
*' LAKAiJA is 30 miles- the road lies on a plain, which is interfedled by 
feveral rkiges of fmall hills. The village .df.sorgf, lay in our way at 
the diRance of ten miles, the road of gravel, and very Rony. From 
“ tlicnce, at the foot of feveral hills, we travelled 15 miles to sf.mnox, 
“ where it is fuppofed Mr. C'R.¥,mf, “ was murvlered. Afcending tlie hills 
“ we proceeded 35 miles to tlie caravanferai aiiuan 5 thence travelling 
** over feveral hills and valleys for 24 miles, we came to the caravanferai 
“ KOSHAw, lituated in an extended plain, on which are different villages 
in a rich arable and well watered country. 

“ Leaving the road which leads to mazanderan, we travelled 29 
“ miles over a fertile countiy to damgoon k This has formerly been a 
very neat town, but now three quarters of it are in ruins : the country from 
“ her.ee is more Rony and barren. Travelling imder the mountains on the 
north llde of us for 33 miles, w'-e came to demonlaii. The country 
from lienee to bekeisi’ is well peopled and .watered, and the foil richj 
from the laR mentioned place the plain rifes with a gradual afeent to 
the hills on the fouth. We travelled thence 40 miles to mey a mey j 
“ our rout lay along the lidc of the hills, where we found a number of 
“ people from. KoumrsT AN, living in tents made of black haircloths} 
** having travelled 50 miles we arrived at the caravanferai of meondasht. 
From hence to ^basabad is, with variety of foils, 25 miles: We 

^ I’his was the who firil fetout with j oh.n elton. ** Here was fonght the memorable 

battle between ihc anJ the Afghans in 17^9, which- reinilated tmumas . Da tisLE 

tiAW town muc.h flutii-;! to the wellwartk 


** pafiedi 
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palTcd icveral hills of a flaty copper-coloured flonc, and advanced ten 
miles to a river upon which is a bridge called pulabrishim, near 
the village mezinan. T'he waters which flow from the nuruntains on 
the north fide are extremely fait, and come down with that impetuofi- 
“ ty as frequently to overflow the bridge. The cousttry hcrealxnit was 
“ rich and populous, being covered with villages, and abundance of cattle. 
“ We went on 23 miles to the caravanferai tavrize, which was new aiul 
“ clean j from thence to the village mehor is 6 miles. 


“ Faffing over a fertile and well- manured country through cnosROGF.Ri), 
‘‘ we advanced 18 miles to skbsawar'’, which is a confldeiable wallcd- 
town, and has a good market ; from hence \vc paffied over a plain, and 
“ fcvcral fmall liills, 33 miles to the caravanferai safrani : leaving this 
“ place, and paffing over hills and plains 21 miles to hauzf sink, wc 
“ proceeded to an encampment, mofl: of the people here living in tents. 
“ Our next flage was 3 1 miles, through a populous country well watered, 
and abounding in corn, to njshaboor, which we found well inhabited, 
“ ;uk1 itt pretty good condition ; and though fmall, it has a good market- 
“ place. From hence to kademgah is 21 miles, through a country di- 
“ veriifled with hills and plains; near this place is a raofque covered tvith 
“ blue-glazed tiles, which the Persians hold in fome veneration. From 
“ lienee there is a fliort cut over the hills to mesched, but it is paflable 
“ only in fummer. Our next journey was 2 1 miles over ftony plains and 
“hills to the caravanferai tikir davidj thence 21 miles over tho 
north part of the hills to the caravanferai gumbezdiras ; from thcnco 
“ crofs ileep ftony hills 27 miles to the caravanferai tulgok ; from 
“ thence over a plain, it is 6 miles to mesched. The whole diilanco 
“ from RESHD is 782 English miles % according to the neareft: cempu- 
“ tation we could make from tlie hours we were on the road, always tia- 
“ veiling an equal pace." 

** Here shah T,?r. HMASwas confined. * This ieems to be ratter too large a ccinputaiici 

anlcfs we allow for a great circuit. 
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Kxirac^ of a journal^ reldilng io the I'out c/' /A’ RfssfAN emhiiJJ'y into 
pj-usiA hi 1746; with a iicfcriptlon the countries from astrachan 
as far as derbend. 



of all 


ER imperial majefl 7 rt ri'ArjKTu petrowna, empress 
the RiEssiAS, hfivir.'; bceii plcafcd to kod nn csnl'nliy to nadir 
sHAii of PERSIA, his cxeeller.cy icnke tiALiTEEN received a cominir- 
lien for this purpofe. 

“I'r.c prefeats intended f >!' the pf ]’,si a \- monarch, confided of clocks, 
" vvatche?, pold fher and psnchbeck fmuf-boxes, fet with lioncs, or 
“ cinbofred ; toys, vicli lilks. h-rocadcc, cnibrcldcred works twenty fine 
“ horfes of ENOSAcn, sPANJst;, german, xEALfAN, TURKISH, and 
‘‘ PERst.AN brex'd : tliefe were, /or tl'.e aioli; pait, fent by fca to ghie an. 
*' The cmbafliidor Inid a coach, a.^ well as riddng-Iiories, prepared for him, 
“ and his rctiiiue had feverai other vehicles tor baggage, provifions, 
and water. The perfons appointed to attend die cnibafiador were the 
phyfician, fhrgcon odicers of die eiiibaiTador’s lioufehold, keeper of 
“ the ciiancery, IcCiCtary, writers, all in nnniber eighteen ^ he had 30 do- 
medics, a gnard of tvvo troops of horfe, and, 60 fnfdccrs. 

“ His excellency departed from astrachan . the 24th of September 
“ 1746, and eroding the voega, encamped on the wedern fide of that 
river. The next day we directed our journey northward on the banks of 
‘‘ the VOLGA for about f<)ur vverfts, and then turned to the wed upon the 
ton of a Tandy hill covered on each fide with lakes of frclh water j to 
tiie foiuh of it tliere was plenty ofgrafs for our horfes. The moon riiing, 
*• in the e /cning; we decainped, direiling our c^ad wedward in a deep 
‘h Tandy road, leaving fcveral lakes of frefli water to the fouth-cad j and 
• * 

* This jourr.ril being defcfllvc in fome partkiiJars, I have taken the liberty of inferting fome de- 
fcl'iptions taken from other aulhoritiffs. <k]uany good. 

^ Dr. COOKE, now a graduate phyfeian in scotlawd, to whom I am obliged for the jouriul 
above jpatationed. 

“early 
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“ early the next morning, the 26th, vve pitched our tents near the lake 
BAHUSHV, which is brackith water, having travelled about 30 werfts 
“ from our lafl flage. The country here affords little more tlrau worni- 
“ wood, and fuch like herbs, which delight in a frady and warm foil Irn* 
pregtiated with fak. The reeds which grow here fci ve as food for the 
“ liorfes of the khai.mucks, and other taktars, the leaves thereof be- 
ing more grateful to them than grafs. Our road lying fouthwurd, v\c 
proceeded on our journey through a iandy country, abounding in lakes 
‘of ln*ackllh water; the banks have nlcntv of liouoriili and niarfh tre- 
1 . in the evening we encamped sicar the lake KASUMAcn Air, 70 
werfhs from ASTRAcn'AN, where vre fell in vvitli abode of khal- 
:^nrcKs, who Jiiid feverai droves of cattle; this put us under the ne- 
ixilTity of doubling our watch, to prevent id'cir flcahiig aiiv oi’euir hoifes, 
“ 'Fire weatlier was cold, and the wind railii-.e tlic .land a.ud uu.k, made 
“ our jounrey palndul. 

‘‘‘ Tltc 27th we cs'c.unpcd cn the fouth-nde ck' a barren niountain, 
“ with a lake of braekilh water at die .foot of it ; and tb:e.n dirccling ciu* 
“ courle fouthwaril, we tia'.cJled over a faiuly country to a lake of water 
“ more potable t'lan any we ha.l yet met widi; lierc the plains produce 
grals. 

“ 'The tiSth, iull: a.s the fun appeared at the very/e of the horinon we 
encamptd near the cavavandcrai r 1 2 ei.H'.:’, near vr'iiich is -a lake cif po- 
“ fable water Ivitv/ call and 'vek, where we (illeti fcartecu lar.'te cafbs. 
“ At d'.is interval we raw a great party of tartams riding o * orcineua- 
“ lies, and armed with rahres. bows and arrows ; abai a body ot khal- 
MUCKS armed and mounted on horKbacI: ; b-ut the}' did not feem 
“ inclined to interrupt, uAaiwli. Ibcu; this jd.ace vve took our courio 
“ fouthward over hills wliivi', abound, iu aiidlopcs'', 'Fhence wo procccikd 
‘‘ to Dii;\v.KAUY, whicdi is covered by idgii ftiidy hikis to the noith eall 
“ and fouth-wcil. The rwuler will ohferve, that though here are a tew 
“ caravanferais* the country has no hxa\ inhabitants. We now reckoned 
ourfelves to be near x6o wcidho from astka^chan. 


^ The RL’^tJANs :iaJ tartars call them ?au.?ok. 


“ The 
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“ The next day we travelled 27 werfts, and were neceHltated to encamj> 
“ on the top of a findy hill, having fome marlhv ground below it, where 
“ wc found reeds and grafs, with a lake of brackifli water to the eaftward. 
“ From hence wc had an extenfivc view of a defert, on w'hich not a 
flirub was to be feen, and vd'y little grafs. 

“ The 30th we departed from hence, our journey ftill lying through a 
“ a hilly and fan dy country, much the fime os has been already deferibed, 
“ except that the find was browner, and, what neccllarily drew our atten- 
“ lion, was mixed with a great number of broken fea*fliells, which lay 
“ in waves, as fnow driven by tlie wind. Wc found here feveral fprings 
“ of frelli water, but fo choaked with find, that they w'ere of little ufe 
to us. Here is alfo a great quantity of moor-fowl, whofc feathers are 
“ brown, and beautifully fpotted wdth white, but fo wild that we couUl 
not kill any of them: the kussians call this place ederginf. Our 
“ next encampment was on a plain, where we had not the relief of any 
kind of water. 

“ Oclober the ift, we travelled 17 werfls, and encamped on a riling 
ground on the fide of a lake ofbmckini water, which our cattle w'ould 
hardly drink. After palling the river kuma, W'hich is computed 350 
“ werds from as rit ach an, the country is not fo hilly; and as we advanced 
fouthward, it abounded more in verdure. The grafs we found here 
“ was highly welcome to our cattle, wliich had fuffered very much for 
“ want of provender. We encamped near the lake adack, whofe waters 
“ are frit, and where the gnats were fo numerous, that we were obliged 
“ to make fires round our encampment, and fuffer the inconveniejicc of 
“ iViioak, rather than of thofe vexatious infedls. 

“ The ad, wc found frcfli water, which our horfes had not tailed for 
“ four days; lierc peter the great left tlirec large bombs eredlcd on 
“ each other, as a kind of monument of his having pafled that way^ and 
“ probably with an isitent that the fight of fuch inftruments of death 
“ might give the roving tartars the higher idea of his military power. 
From thence to the hill ali suah, we met a detachment cjf 

forty 
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** forty RUSSIAN dragoons frona kislar, who brought with them fevcnty 
“ horfes for the ufe of the cmbaffador. 

The 3d, Our courfe lay through a barren plain to the fmall river be- 
“ KiSHEFF MOYAK, on thc banks of which the tartars i-cport that 
“ poifonous herbs grow, which kill their cattle. Upon examination we 
“ found it to be only the fmall fort of k ali ; and, to convince them of 
** thejr miflake, fome of us eat of it. The fa(5t is, that horfes coming 
“ from astuachan, and fudering extremely for wantof grafs and water, 
are by thc unfkilfulncfs of their riders, fullered to eat and drink too 
“ much. Thc w'hole country between astrachan and this place is 
“ impregnated with filt, and fome of the lakes are covered with it, inlb- 
“ much that at certain feafons it is thick enough to bear a man or a horfe j 
“ thus if it is conlidcrcd, what a quantity of undilfolved fait mufl line the 
lloniach and guts of thefe animals, their blood-vcffels being alfo fatu- 
“ rated with it, it is cafy to imagine what milchief it mud create, when 
“ thc vcd'cls come to be diftended beyond their natural fpring, at the fame 
“ time that many of tlicir excretions are flopped up. We could not dif- 
“ cover that horfes coming from kislar arc fubjed: to thc fame mif- 
“ fortune as here, and by the precaution w'e took, tliough we Iiad 350 
liorfes, not one of them died. 


“The 3d, W'C travelled on the banks of the fmall river beckech ay, 
“ which hieing covered with verdure, and the waters tranfparent, as the. 
“ fmall rivers here for the mod part are, afforded us great delight. Tin's 
“ country abounds with foxes, hares, and plieafants. Hence we paffed 
“ the liver boros da, which Vicing more confiderable than thc others, we 
“ were obliged to ufe a bridge of timber, and incam j.ing in a marlliy 
“ ground on the fouth-dde of thc river, the next day, the 4th, we arrived 
“ at KISLAR, which is computed 500 werds from astrachan. 


“Kislar dands on Che river terkck, fbmetimes called thc river kiz- 
“ LAR, though a barrier againd thc tar tars, it is a veiy mean, place: at the 
wed end of the old town there is a fortification with a deep broad ditch 
“ jfianked with counterfearps. Here are commonly 300 foldicss from the 


VoL. 


® Or A LK Ai. I, glafs- wort, the alh of this is ufeU in making glnls diid ibnp. 
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garrifonof astrachan, and, upon fome occafions, three or four march- 
“ ing regiments, with four or fivethoufand cossacks, who are christi- 
** ANS, befides Circassian tartars'*; the latter are commanded by their 
BEiiuRiCH, or chief, and are the proper inhabitants of this country: 
they are a well-made people, particularly their women, who are alfo 
** comely and chafte. The men arc reckoned more warlike than the don 
** COSSACKS, though they acknowledge that courage is lets efteemed 
amongll them than in former days. They were conquered by ivan 
“ WAssiLowiTz, but have been indulged in the ufe of their own religion, 
wJiIch is MAiiOMMLDAN, they have two rnorques a little weflward of 
KiSLAit, and alfo nine villages®. They acknowledge fubjedfion to her 
“ imnerlal majedy, to which they are very faithful-, though they com- 
pl-.uu of die opprclhon o:^he Russian governors who arc fet over them. 

“ About 30 wcrils to the fouth-weft of kislar, on the foil circas- 
** SIAN mountain lying oji the fouth of the river tekeck, tJicrc is a v/ell 
about 40 fkthoni pctpcn.dicular, from whiclx idhes boiling water 
“into a done bafon, v/liich foon falls down a precipice near 30 fathoms 
into the TERKCK, in fudkieut quantities t<i turn the wheel of a mill. 
The TARTARS convey it aifo into pits, an.l find great relief in many 
“ complaints from bathing in it. Amonc ■ ; ; ;al experiments which the 

furgeon made of this water, he fniTil ii> . , . frer it was bottled up 
clofe for a diort time, the fmell of U: - .i votlv^i .vciit off.' Near this 
hi|l ar^* feven iprings of the fame ki- -i 'd v. : , and aifo one 

“ which appears to be impregnated with ah; fo acid and re- 
“ dringent as not to be borne long in the inoutl:, ilie furgeon made al- 
" fo an experiment of the heat of the wcll-v/ater, by boiling a fow'l in it 
“ in nine minutes; this fudden coition feemed to be caufed by the quan- 
“ tity of naptha, of which the water is impregnyted, as is obvious from the 
“ imell of it. Not far didant there are feveral fmall pits dug in the earth, 
“ in \yhich there is filt of the utmod brightnef^ and purity of colour, 
“ which didblvcs in the mouth indaiitancoufly, giving a very pungent fen- 

Part of the ci r ;\?>m a cf kada rdinta arc under the protedlion of Russia : but the jnoj’or 
p:ut acknowledge The {overfi^niry of the tusks. 

'• 'i 'he R u 5a i A ^ s cal i thcie c h. £ B.i I E,. 


fation, 
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(ation. Though the weather was now very cold, the warmth of thefc 
“ wells of hot water produced n6ar them the verdure and flowers of 
fpring, and a great concourfe of frogs. About half a mile weftward of 
“ this hill are 7 wells of naptha, in which the wild fwine delight to liej 
“the TARTARS ufe it for their lamps, and for the axle-trees of their 
“ carts. At the back of thefc mountains are the Circassian tartars, 
“ of whom fonic arc fubjet^l to Russia j their counti-y extends weilward 
“ towards the pal us Maoris. Of thefe, wc v/crc afiTured, fome arc 
“ pagans, and worfliip a tree, and the licad of a goat h 

“ January the 4th, 1747, after fpending our time for three months as 
*• well as fucli a place wouKi admit, having been much confined for fear 
“ of the roving tartars j the cmbafl’ad(j^i|^ now received notice, tliat 
“ an efcort of Persians, reported to be 12,000 men, w'as come on the 
“ RUSSIAN frontier to meet him. We therefore fet forward, and tra- 
“ vei ling a man'hy ami woody ground, which the fnow had rendered al- 
“ raofl: impafl'able, wc encamped on the fouth-eaft fide of the fmall river 
“ BURoiNK, where the Russians keep an advanced guard. The 5th, 
“ the country being covered with fnow, made our journey laborious. 
PafiTing the river stzutzja, we encamped on the banks of the ax.an 

“ Though it had frozen but four day.^, we pafled over the ice on the 
“ AXAN without the Icaft danger, and on the 6th arrived at a tartar 
“ town under the Russian proteiflionj though otherwife a kind of inde- 
“ pendent fiate. The prince of it was called alt sheff : it flands cn a 
“ high bank on the noith fide of the river ahr.aiiin, and contains about 
“ 300 houfes i the walls of which arc of clay whitened with lime. The 
“ inhabitants are the mofl acute thieves in the world, infomuch that the 
“ utmoft precaution wc could ufe, was not fufficlent to prevent their pilfer- 
ing usi and near to this is another tartar village fubjefl to the rus- 
“ siANS, called andr.ewska. The next day we pafled the ford of au- 
“ RAH IN, which is about 300 paces broad, and the fircam rapid: then 

^ A FRENCH miffiolwry, whom I knew in Persia, offered to go amongd .thefe fcop'c; but he 
iaiU the R USMANS were jealous. 

By ihc RUSSIANS fometimes Cillcd oxi anJ atfovs. 

Zz z 
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“ diredling our courfe eaftward, we arrived near tlie antient sulak, where 
ftood a fortification formerly belonging to the Russians'*. On the 
banks of the ahrahin grows plenty of fhort wood, which is very hca- 
vy, and the bark of it being taken off, is of a beautiful variegated co-: 
** lour. Proceeding on our journey through a wood of oaks intwined 
“ with vines, w'e reached the fmall river terscaly, which is called tlie 
“ boundary of the Russian dominion towards Persia ; though we might, 
“ with more propriety fay, towards Daghestan, the country of the 
“ LESGEE tartars ; for they have not acknowledged fubjeition to peRt- 
** SI A. Here fcveral Persian officers, attended by a guard, came to 
** compliment the embafiador on his arrival. This river, though fmall, 
“ is rapid, and even in the fummer fcafon not fordable towards noon ; for 
“ as the flupendous mountains, which almoft furround it, are ever covered 
“ with fnow, when the fun adts intenfely, torrents of water fall from. 
“ them 

“ The pth, we encamped a ffiort mile froni the Persian ar- 
my. A detachment of our cossacks being fent for fuel, one of 
tliem was {hot dead through the body with a lingle ball. The iith, 
“ we joined the Persians, and marching under the mountains bisciians- 
“ KV, we pitched our tents on a plain ground. The next day our road 
was alfo on a plain, having feme lakes of water on the eaft, and lolty 
“ mountains on the wed. Several camels belonging to the Persians 
“ dropped with fatigue, and they either cut their tliroats, or ham>drung 

*' This foriiiication was intended to awe the Circassian tartars as far as tarku, as they 
fre^^uently made inro.ids into the lower countries. At dona ex the Russians built another fort, 
widi a view to preferve the communication between Russia and OERuiiND- From thence to 
Li! ARRAN quite to j^akv I never learnt that they built any fortiheations, or that the lescijs 
TARTARS troubled them with any vifics. The country from k is lab. quite to REsnn w^as under 
tVx* uusr,!AN fubjeflion, in confcquence of the conqueft madc^by peter the great; it is 
bounded by the mountains on the weft, and by the caspi.an on the eaft» The chief towns are 
TARKu, EovNAK^ oERBEMD^ BAKU, ASTARA, KESKAR, and R E s H D., and thtlr dependencies, 
** Some of the iuhabitani.s of the mogan plains, it is ai(b faid, acknowledged the foverclgnty of f. us- 
‘‘‘ SJA> 2ind paid feme (mail tribute, ^ 

* The genriemrin who obliged me with the j’ounial, being ». north hkiton, takes notice tha,t the 
ligldands of scot t a n o are but as mole* hills to thefe mountains. 

tHem> 
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“ them^ tliat the tartars might not,, on their recovery, receive any be.- 
“ nefit. 

“The 1 3th, Ycfterday and to-day we pafled through feveral tracts of arable 
“ land, the road being indifferently good till we arrived on the north fide of 
“ the mountain t arku, whofe fummit appears like a table ; Its highefl fide. 
“ declines towards the lofty mountains already mentionedj there is ano- 
“ thcr large rock on the furface of it in an orbicular form : this is fcpa- 
“ rated from the other mountains by a deep valley. About two miles 
“ from the fea is a beautiful plain j near the foot of the mountain w'cre 
“ vineyards and gardens of fruit, which the Persians entirely cut down 
“ for the life of the embafiador and his retinue ; alledging how'cver that 
“the TARTARS had killed or flolcn 15 Persians belonging to their 
“ body the night before ; for tloough thefc villagers profefs fubjedion to 
“ the PERSIANS, yet whenever an. opportunity offers to commit any hoftir 
“ lity in a fecret manner, they feldom decline their antient cufiom. 

“ On the declivity of this hill arc three tartar villages about an 
“ ENGLISH mile diflant from each other, which contained about 1 0.00 fouls; 
“ and notvvithllanding- their vicinity, were in a date of war. The tar- 

TAR princes, who formerly extended their dominions as fir a,s tJic black 
“ fca, it is faid, chofe this hill as their refidence, which is tlic more pro- 
“ babk- from the feveral extenfive burial-places near it, w^here are many 
“ monuments of Hone, with hieroglyphics expreffing the charaders and 
“ profeffions of the deceafed. In this place the lesgees attacked peter 
“ the GREAT in 1722, .when he marched an army into Persia ; and, ac- 
“ cording to foine reports, they killed no lefs than 300Q r ussians. Some 
“ part of the embaffador’s retinue went to the neared village, and vverc ci- 
** villy treated ; the tartars offered them nvo large loaves of bread, in 
“ exchange for a gun flifit. 

“ The 16th, leaving tarku, and pafling over feveral deny hills, we 
“ pitched our tents on the higli banks of the little river manas, ninl 
“ fcom thence through deep vail ics, which made the journey tedious, into 
“ aai open, plain where the Russian army in 1722, was again .'tracked,. 
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“ hy uie TARTARS, who were foon repulfcd. A detachment of tiiern 
“ now took their dand upon an eminence near boynak. Not far from 
“ this place the polish embaffador, in his return from Persia in 1639, 
“ having, by his fault or misfortune, quarrelled with the inliabitants, was 
“ cut olf with his whole retinue, three only excepted, who efcaped into 
PERSIA. Nor were the holstein cmbalTadors in Icfs perplexity the 
“ year before, when all their prudence and refolution feemed neceflary to 
ward off the blow which they had reafon to apprehend from the da- 
GESTAN tartars. Things indeed w'erc now very differently circum- 
“ flanced, not only with regard to the terror of the Russian arms in gc- 
“ neral, but alfo of the neighbourhood of the Russian garnibus. 

“The 17th W'C paffed by an old Persian caflle, near which we view- 
“ cd the plains where nadir shah loft a great number of his forces three 
“ years before in the rebellion of shikvan, in which the lesgees took 
“ part. This country is well flocked with wild hogs and elksj wc killed 
** a very large boar that we rouled in the midft of our camp. 

“ The 1 8th, our courfc lay along the fide of low fandy hills to the caft- 
ward of us, and we encamped in a plain where nadir shah had built 
a fort to awe the tartars, but it was now deferted. Here we found great 
“ plenty of game, as fwine, deer, elks, hares, foxes, and ftiackals, with abim- 
“ dance of partridges, pheafants, quails, wild geefe, ducks, and other fowls. 
The next day we travelled over a country more cultivated j and pafling by 
awellofhot water, we pitched our tents on tlic declivity of DERBRNDhill, 
the city appearing about two miles diftance. From hence are feen feve- 
ral turrets yet perfe<ft, w^hich the Persians pretend are part of a wall 
built by ALEXANDER the great, from hence quite to the black lea. 
The mountains here make a very aweful appearance, reaching above the 
clouds, fo that their fummits are hardly vifiblcin the cleareft weather. 


CHAP. 



( 3^9 ) 

CHAP. LV. 

A continucUim the Russian emhajfy. Defcription of derbend and iff 
confines. An account of the government^ drefsj religion^ foil, trade, ^c, 
of the LESGEE TARTARS. 

/■ ■■■"tHE 2oth of January 1747, we pitched our tents under the fouth- 
“ Jl. wall of DERBEND : the embaflador would liave preferred thatii- 
tuation to the city, where he could not have accommodated all his guard 
“ and retinue j had there been no obje<fl;ion to their admittance. 

“ A city of fiich great antiquity as this, and fo often mentioned by liil- 
torians, deferves more than common attention, efpccially as it is the on- 
“ ly place now flanding upon the diorcs of the Caspian fea, which lias 
any thing to boaft of. It is natural to believe, that hiflorians often bor- 
row from each other, few taking the pains to examine into a fad, the 
reality of whicli no one has pretended to confute. The curious will find 
“ many clrcumfianccs to incline their belief, that derbend was built by 
“■ ALEXANDER the ORF,AT*. They do not however aferibe tl>e whole 
“ to him, but the higheft and flrongell: part which is to the wcflward.. 

This city has often changed its mailer, havijig been fcveral times in the 
hands of the Turks i the tartars alfo are faid to have had polTeflion 
of it. The RUSSIANS kept it forfcveral years during this century ; and 
“ now it is again in the hands of the Persians. According to the neardl 
computation, it is about 3 i:\olish miles in Icngtii, but in breadth not 
exceeding half a mile. It extends itfelf from the verge of the fliore 
“ due well up to the foot of a lofty mountain, the whole on a declivity j 
and its natural fituation is luch as to form in Uriel propriety, the gates of 

When fit the great niarned fVom hi? i f wfir, the c>;rcTt«il motive to rriiirn ph 

cJ to be the receipt of the filver key of oer yc.vo, which '.va-,; delivers vi to ijini, arid which b* a ro;:i- 
pous nivUincr w\',s cum led before him when he eoiercd m'tico ; and the fomidtuion oi ■ r • i? 

ing aicrihed to A Li;x A N iJftR the great, ihi:. occafton to ih': irihvis 'ion o;: 

c'i the triumphal arches erected on this occafion : 

StrVXer.u hanC fort Is, tenet 
jbanC, fcD foiilpr 
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“ PERSIA on this fide; for there is no paflage to the weftward without 
going deep into the mountains, which are guarded by their proper inha- 
" bitants, who have not fubmitted to tlic Persian yoke. This place is di- 
“ vided into three quarters, appropriated to different purpofes; each having 
“ their difiindt walls, which Icrve alfo to render tire ground more equal 
on the declivity. 

“ The upper town, which is about half a mile fquare, confiltutes the cita* 
*' del, and is incomparably the flrongeil. As the Persians have been in war 
with the TARTARS for feveral years, they arc extremely jealous ; info- 
“ much that fome of the cmballador’s people, who approached the exte- 
“ rior part of the walls of the citadel, were beat off with ftones, and feveral 
“ mufquets difeharged at them. No perfon is permitted to enter it but 
“ die foldiers which belong to the garrifon, except upon extraordinary oc- 
“ cafions. The citadel has its diftinft governor, witli whom the other docs 
not interfere : they mount about 40 pieces oT cannon ; but what their 
“ ffrcngtli otherwile was, vve had no 0|)portuiiity of obferving. 

“ The walls of die middle town are about 30 feet high, near 20 feet 
thick at the foundation, and 1 2 or 1 5 in the upper part, having a breaft- 
work of about 3 feet thick, and port-holes at convenient didanccs for 
“ murquets, or bows and arrows : It is defended alfb by about 60 flanking 
“ baflions, for the moft part fquare, but of greater ufc againfl.the tar- 
*' TARS than they could be to oppofe an European army. The walls are 
** made of a fhelly ftone, which appears to be a compofition of fea- 
“ fliells very ffrongly cemented. How nature has produced thcle, or whether 
“ they remained from the deluge, we mull leave the curious to determine ; 
‘‘ only obferving, that fuch fhells do not appear on any of the Caspian 
Ihores. It is certain however that the rocks about the town are of the 
fame compofition, which, though hard as a ftone, has a different pro- 
“ perty, inafmuch as a cannon-ball has no other than to make an 

imprellion of its own diameter ^ 

» The 

1 Captain wood roof e, from whom I take part of this account, fays thefe Hones in the out- 
■^dc arc for the molt patt of two or three ions in meafuremeat, and fome yet more weighty. 

'fhey 
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“ The gates of the city have very ftrong and wcTl-iiiade arches, with 
“ Aiding holes to (hoot arrows, or throw down great ftones on the enemy. 
“ In the middle city they arc not fcrupuloos of admitting foreigners. The 
ftreets are not regular, nor are they paved at prefent, though they have 
been fo formerly j many of the houfes are fupported on one fide by the 
“ hill ; but numbers are fallen down, and the greateft part in ruins. It 
" is hardly poflible to deferibe the miferics which this place fuffered about 
four years before, when nadir shah came in perfon againft the li;s- 
“ UKKs ; we law a Ipecimcn of it by thecarcales of hones, and other ani- 
mals, which were lliffered to remain in the llrccts, and in ruined houles. 
“ Wc found alio in this town about 500 men, whole eyes nadir shah 
had caufcki to be put out at one time, f Icre is a very magnificent mofque, 
“ the roof of winch is fupported by fs4 arches : Nx\dir shah converted it 
“ into a magazine we tvent into it onhorfcback without giving any kind 
“ of offence. Here arc feveral caravanferais that belong to die Armenians, 
“ and arc mucii the bell. 


The eaftermoll; part of the lower city is waflied by the lea, the riling 
of which has, of late years, made no fmall impreflion upon the walls. 
“ Thefe arc guarded by two round baffions, without wliich t/ierc was fc)r- 
“ merly a harbour for finail vcllels. It was not till of late that this lower town 
had any inhabitants ; but nadir, having built a palace in it, caul'ed feveral 
“ ffreets of houfes alfo to be erected, with a view to cfiablilli a coniidcr.a- 
ble commerce in the city, which be made a free port Here pr teh 
“ the GREAT eftabliilied his principal magazines; and t!ie Persian ibidiers 
now keep their flocks in this part of the city : but tlio tartars, ci- 
“ ther by undermining or fcaling the walls, fre\.]ucntly in-.ikc incurftons in 
“ the night in fmall parties, carrying away whatever tlvey meet with. 


Urx:- 


They nrc very well jointed, and regularly laid, Oi EARios reniniocd in ! 65;', that a m .n nii :,/; 
judge the vval) to be built of the bell and fairell kind of tree Monf : ))'dt coniing n;-av, i:e idy i dK - 
appeared to bv rnufclc flitJlsVnd pieces of freo-ilouc bc.ttvn snd mouUkd hkc bricli:, xvli Cii rin:v 
produced to a liardncfs bcyo.nd that of marble* ” but tlicre ii no doubt tht-y arc t?l t);v; lunK: r.: 
as feme of the adjacent rocks. 

d* 'rhis the building which rendered the rirRKS fo fcrupulous of yijlding up -iiv to v v 
the It c. XT. 

^ Tbifj famr. to have been a well concerted feheme towards th? reduaivn of the k e c 1: b ^ r a i 
Vo I,. J. A a a " Vb 
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Tlie cruelties which are reciprocally exerciled between the persiansT 
and eesgees are hardly to be conceived; fuch as are taken and fufpeft- 
“ ed of being fpies, have their eyes put out, and are turned out of the ci- 
“ ty : many who are made prUbners in battle, have <both dieir arms cut off, 
“ and fuch as are taken in their flight have frequently their kgs cut 
“ off, and arc left to expire in the field in thefe miferable circum- 
fiances, unlefs they are fecretiy and accidentally relieved by their coun * 
trymen. The leaders of them they decapitate, and throw their heads 
*' into a heap in the manner tlicy pile fliot 

“ On the fouth fide of derbend are many vineyards and* gardens, which 
“ are continued for near 8 miles to the fouthvvard; but thefe, as well as 
their arable lands, have partaken the common fate of war. On both. 
“ fides of the city, on the declivity of the liill, arc many antient burial- 
places j and the p e r si an s report, that of thefe are not lets than 40 belonging 
“ to CHRISTIAN TARTAR' piinccs, who havc died fighting for their religion. 
“ There are many antient tomb-fiones, from 6 to 9 feet long, which co- 
ver the graves, with inferiptions not intelligible to any of the prefent in- 
“ habitants. The Persians, who deal much in the marvellous, endca- 
voured to perfuade us, that tliefe fiones were cut in Icngtli exactly to the 
fiature of the deccafed 

“ As the neighbourhood of this city is the country of the lesgfe 
TARTARS j before we depart from hence, it is necefiary we fiiould Cay 
fbmething concerning them, and the more as they are well known u> 
“ be fome of the braveft people in the world. Their country extends 
fbuth from near the latitude of tarku about 40 leagues, and 25 wxft* 
“ ward. They are under fevcral different chiefs*, who, in cafe of dan- 
get; to dieir common liberty, unite their forces. Some lew of them Jiave 
'‘been occafionally fubjedled to the Persians j* but the car acaita ", 
and their neighbours to the north and weft of th^ Persian dominions^ 

Captain w 00 r^p.voorB, \viio waj fome time at ivkrbend durjrtg the war with the tartars, 
this report. ^ Afxordiog to wood roof e’s ac-ouiu. 

The governors of fome of wliom pay homage tp the Persia ns, tbofa are called 

s A fpiccieo of i^RsriRXiS fo called* 

it 
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it does hot appeaf, at any period of time, that they have ever fuhmitted. 
Indeed their fitiiation is fueh, with regard to the natural bulwarks of 
“ their mountains, that fo long as they retain their virtue, they can hardly 
“ be enflaved : their chief is called ousmai. Olcarius gives an account 
“ of the humourous manner of their chufing the schkmkall. This is 
“ done by the pried throwing a golden apple in a rlijg, round which the 
candidates arc leated, and the perfon whom it Hops at, becomes their 
“ fovereign ; but as they live Under a kind of a republican government, the 
diftindlion paid him is not very confiderabie, 

Thefe people arc able to bring 30 or 40 thoufand men into the 
field. The refidence of the ousmai is about 30 English miles north-weft 
“ of DERBEND. They have had frequent wars with the Persians, and 
“ laftly with nadir siiaii, who, with 15,000 men, purfued a large body 
“ of them into the hills ; but was at length glad to retreat, after fuftaining 
“ a very conliderablc lofs. Several Persians, who were taken prifoners 
on that occalion, were cruelly maimed in thoir nofes, cars, or eyes, and 
“• fent to NADIR with meflages of defiance, 

“ Thefe people are often guilty of rapine, not only in the low-lands, 
“ and in large bodies, but alfo in fiying parties, pillaging the Armenians 
“ and GEORGIANS, whole trade brings them between Baku and derbenD 5 
“ otherwife they are often obliged to pay a heavy contribution for a fife 
“ convoy. Thefe tartars are however remarkable in this, that if 
“ any ftranger travelling into their country, or on the borders of it, 
fecks their protection, and chufes a guide from among tlieni, let him 
meet never fo ftrong a party, it is enough if the guide declares that the 
“ ftranger is his gueft ; for they are hardly known to violate the laws 
■“ of hofpitality in any inilancc of this nature. 

“ In their perfins they arc well made, of good ft.'iturc, and extremely 
active : their countenance is fwartby, their features regular, and their 
** eyes black, and full of life. 

Their dreft refcmbles the creek ot aRabian' manricr, many of 
** tliem wearing the fame kind of drawers reacliing down to their ancles. 

A a a 3 T-iaeir 
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“ Their caps arc not fo lofty as thofe of the Persians, neither do all c£ 
‘‘ tlieni wear their beards, forne preferring whilkers only. 


‘‘ They Ih^e after the manner of the Persians, profefling the .maeiomm f - 
** DAN religion ; but at the fame time tlicy talk very lightly of the pretend- 
“ ed miracles of maiiommed j adding, that he was a very artful man, and 
whether he has any particular interell with tlic almighty', will be beil 
known hereafter. That they once profclfcd the Christian religion, 
feems to be in the hlghcil: degree probable. A french miulouaiy 
“ who rehded fome time in their country, athrms, that he found among 
“ them fcveral books relating to Christianity. TIh; lame is confirmed 
by the expedition which nadir shah made, when, among other 
“ fpoils, he brought away divers books, Ibme of which lie liadthe cuno- 
“ fity to order to be tranllated ; and from thence ai lb it appeared, that 
“ they had been CHRISTIANS. The Persians will hardly be perfiiaded 
tliat they do not continue fuch, feeing that they drink wine without ve- 
“ ferve, and marry but one woman *'. 


Their vallles arc exceeding fertile, producing plenty of wheat, oat3> 
** and barley, with abundance of fheep, whilft their hills are covered with 
“ vines, from which they make very good wine, and have great plenty 
of it. Tlieir coiuitry is for the moll part very pleafant. They are 
“ ingenious in fevcral manufadlures of wool and camels hairj and none 
*' of the neighbouring nations equal them in making fire-arms, w'hicii 
“ they fell to the Persians. Thei Armenians bring them dyed calli-^ 
cces, and other manufadlurcs of Persia, alfo rings, knives, and car-rings 
“ made in Europe, in rctuun of which they receive madder* alfo fire- 
-arms, and coarfc woollen manufactures ; together with falfe Persian 
“ money ; for as the coin of this empire is made fmall and thick, it is countcr- 
H feited exacliy with very little filver. It is faid the AKMENJANsacceptol' this 


-t. A JESUIT, wkh whom I wns priititulsriy ac<joa5ated ia ctm-Ais; arxi from wholh i riceirctf 
the greated part of thii account. 

* Accpfdi*ng to the miflionary’s account ; others fay that a plurality 5s allowed ; fo that I imagine 
th«y di^cr from each other iu this particular iu different parts of theit country. 

A root which dyc4 red* 

coim- 
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counterfeit fora quarter part of it’s current value; however this maybcj 
“ it is certain there are great quantities of this money in Persia, not only 
“ filver, but gold alfo. Thefe tartars -trade likewile wdth the rus- 
“ sians with their madder, taking in exchange, flioes, boots, and cloatiiing 
“ of dreffed flieep-JTcins.” 

CHAP. LVI. 

Continual :cn of the Russian emhafjy^ 'ivith a (kfeription of the iraSf 
country from derbend to caku, and a fuccinSi account of this city. 

” 29th of January 1747. wc left derbend, marching ibutli- 

Jl ward, the high mountain on which that city ilands, being on the 
“ wed, and the lea to the cartward of us: wc travelled by feveral wotxis-, 
and o\ cr a fmall river, -and encamped on a plain lyw'erils from d^r* 
V/c had already, on the other fide of that city, been much in- 
coniniodcd witli (hackalls ; but here their howling was more intolera-i- 
“ hlc, when one begins, they all take the cry ; however they do no ether 
“ milch id’. 

The 30tli, We pafled two very high ridges covered with grafs, wiifcit 
“ the PERSIANS laid were the walls of a great city, once the refidence of 
“ the princes of the hilly country. From thence directing our march 
through the ruins of a large town, a wood of oaks, and feme arable 
“ land, tliough nowdeferted, we pafied the urbas, and l'evtial little rivers,. 
“ till w'e reached the sambur, which is near a mile broad. The courl'e 
“ of this river is rapid, but we palled it without difficulty, and pitched our 
“ tents on the fouth banks, leaving behiiid us a fmall fort on the north fide, 
« Here we fouiid gre-at pT«nty of wild fwinc, hares, partridges, and pheafimf}, 
alfo a moor-fowl, the flelli of which w-as very delicious. From thcUcu 
** travellifig through a country of rich ground well watered, and indifre- 
rently wooded for about 12 w'erfts, we pafied through another town in 
« ruins : from hence the country is more fitndy. 


Fxom 
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“February the 21ft, We pitched our tents on the declivity of a hill, 
“ having a caftle to the fouth-weft. It was now clear weather and 
“ hard frod; we had the view of a vety remarkable mountaid, called the 
“ shah’s hill, from which the fnow appeared in a great variety of hues. 
The next day we palTed many rivulets, fix of which were not inconfide- 
“ rablc ; their banks are well wooded with timber. We encamped near 
** the caftle of shir van, where there was a garrifon of 500 Persians. 

The 3d, we pafled not far from the ruins of a large city, faid to be the old 
“ shAmakie and pitched our tents on the declivity of a verdant hill, 
“ having the fea at a fmail diftance to the caftward. 

“ The 4th, We arrived at the caravanferai, which is efteenied the firft in 
“the PERSIAN dominions; from hence are to be fee n the remains of fomc 
old walls which run into the fea. Near this caravanferai is the peak 
sFiTZBERMAcx, which in form refembles a man’s hand, and is of the 
** lame kind of matter as the walls of derbend. Some of our compa- 
ny made an excurdon to the foot of it, and thence up a deep hill to a fort, 
“ which has a battlement round it of hewn ftone. This runs on the fouth 
fide of the rock till it forms the fummit of a precipice, whole bottom 
** the hazy weather did not permit us to difeover. There are fevcral 
fquare holes, as if intended to throw down ftones, and an arched vault, 
** of which part is broken down : from thence w-e climbed up about 30 
fathoms to the top of the peek ; it forms near a femicircle, round which 
'** we obferved the remains of a wall. On the fouth fide there are above 
** 100 ftone fteps, by which we defeended, and found a fmail fquare plat- 
form, furrounded with a wall of about 1 2 feet on each fide ; then go- 
ing on northward, we fiiw nothing but a precipice, till the -elouds inter- 
cepted our fight, though the ficy above us was ferene. We then 
palTed between an opening in the rock to the, weft fide, and came to a 
“ finall fquare, where we found a book in a niche of one of the walls, 
** the charadlers of whicli we apprehended to be Arabic ; the paper was 
very hard and unpliable. This romatic feene, whifch is difiicultto dc- 
foribe, the Persians abd tartars believe to be tlic Tcfidence of the 

• Nadir saAH rcjxiovcd the inhAbitants to the oYcr the mountains. 
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prophet ELIAS when he fled from aha e. Near it is the burying-place 
“ of iibme of the mahommedan prophets. From hence appeared the 
“ fummits of many mountains railing their proud heads above the clouds. 

“ We now returned the fame way as we came to the head of the fteps, and 
“ obferv'ed at the fouth end of the peak a pillar of ftone of about Co feel 
“ high, and near 5 feet diameter, at the foot of which rite rock was black 

for fome difrance; the Persians fay there fometimes runs a ftream of v/a- 
“ ter. As the embalTador and his retinue pafled under the hill, vye heaid 
“ a very confufed noife, as coming from a great dillance: upon our 
“ difeovery of fome tartars, we rcfolved to retire immediately. This 
“ is laid to have been formerly a nefl of robbers ; but the want of water 
‘-•has dtflodged them; if there is a poflibility of an impregnable caftle, 

this certainly might be rendered fuch. 

“ The 5th, we travelled about 40 werfts, the mofl: part through a.bar- 
“ ren and fandy foil, but good road, leaving feveral fprings of black nap- 
“ tha to the w'cllward, and encamped at the caravaniciai near niezabad. 
“ I’he 6tb, we proceeded on our journey, pafling by three caravanferais 
“ to ilie caftward, and fix wells of white naptha at the foot of a hill, c< - 
“ vered with verdure on the north : the fmtll of the naptha was very of- 
“ fenfivc. We travelled over feveral rocks of brown foft free-flonc, and 
“ encamped on the north fide of baku, remarkable for the i?eft haven 
“ on the CASPIAN. Here fliips can lie moored head ami liern, with their 
“ heads to the fea 40 fathoms oiT the fliore, within die command of two ■ 
“ flrong ballions, /as alfo by the iidc of the wall of the noithernmofl: baf- 
“ tion. In this city is a fumptuous palace of hewn (lone, which the rus- 
“ SIAN bombs in 1722 ha-J contributed to reduce to the ruinous ftatc in- 
“ which we found it. The Persians fay, that as the turk.s made ufe 
“ of it as a magazine, tliey will not repair itj but tlic truth is, they are in 
“ no circumftauccs to do any fuch thing. 

“ The rebellion of 1743 did not coft lefs than fbe lives of 1 5000 men, 
‘1- to the province aiid the adjacent country of shirvan. Formerly frany 
“merchants lived here, efpecially Indians and ARNrstNiANS, rngether 
*S, with feveral tartars j and, in the fingle branch of raw filk, they 
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ufcd-to export 400 bales of 25 batoians each j but now they have fcarce 
“.aiiy veftiges of commerce. 

*' This city is fakl to have been built by the Turks : the fortiHcation is 
femicircular, and the two points of it arc extended into the fea. It is 
*• defended by a double wall, of which the inmoft is lofty for a Persian 
fortirication. It has alfo a ditch and redoubts, W'hich laft conflitute the 
“ greateft part of its flrength. Thefc wes e made by the Russians w'hen 
they were mafters of the city ; but the Persians are ignorant of the ufe 
“ of them. The ditch has no communication with the fca, being on dry 
ground, as the place ilands on a declivity ; but they can fill it in 24 
“ hours by water which runs from the adjacent mountains. As all the coiin- 
“ try here is impregnated with fait and fulphur, the water, though efiocm- 
“ ed w'holel'ome, is very unpleafant. The neighbourhood of this city fup- 
plies GHiLAN, and mazander an, and other countries contiguous with 
rock-falt, brimfione, and naptha. It is the only place near the cas- 
“ PI AN that produces faffron, for which it is famous. They have ahb 
red wine here of a firong body and well-tafted, which the Armenians 
make at SH AM A KiE. The country abounds in hares, deer, and anti- 
lopes j the flefli of the lafi is delicious food. Round baku arefeveral 
” lofty and cragged mountains, on which are very ftrong watcli-towers j 
thefe feem to have been intended to give alarm, in time of war, of the 
“ approach of the Turks, or highland tartars j to the depredations of 
both which this city has been often expofed.’’ 
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'A fuccinSi account the antipit Persian religion y ’with Jeveral minute 

particulars relating to the everlajling fire^near baku, and the extraor- 
dinary effcdls of this pbanomentniy to ’which the Indians pay divine ho- 
nours -y alfo' of the feSt called moum seundurain. 

I Muft beg leave to interrupt the journal of the cmbalTy at baku, 
where an objetft prefents itfelf that reminds us of the antient re- 
ligion of the PERSIANS. Zoroaster, the founder of this religion, 
appeared about the year of the world 2860. This great philofo- 
pher was ftruck with the demonftrations of the perfedUon of that felf- 
exillent being, who is the author of all good. Being at a lofs how 
to account for tlie introdudlion of evil into the world ; he imagined 
there were two principles ; one the caufe of all good, which he repre- 
fented by light j and the otlier the caufe of all evil, which he figured to 
himfelf by darknefs. fie confidcred light as tlie moft perfedt fymbol of 
true wifdom and intelledlual endowment ; and darknefs the reprefentative 
of things hurtful and deflrudlive. From hence he was led to inculcate an 
abhorrence of all images, and to teach Iiis fjllowers to worfhip god onlc, 
under the form of fire } confidering the brightnefs, a^ivity, purit\', and 
incorruptibility of that element, as bearing the moft perfedt reiemblance to 
the nature and perfedtions of the good deity. For the fame rcalcMi Uic 
PERSIANS fhewed a particular veneration to the fun, which was founded 
on their belief, that it is the nobleft creature of the w'fible world, and that 
the throne of tire almighty is feated in it. 'I'his good principle which 
they acknowledged to be tlie omnipotent creator and preferver of all things, 
they called yezad, and aifo ormuzd, which fignify fujireme. Tlie evil 
principle they Jliled ahaRiman, i. e. the devil. Some have aflerted that 
the antient Persians held a coeterniry of tliefe two principles; but 
others, who leem better acquainted with tlie true tenets of this religioj;, 
agree that ormuzd, according to the Persian mythology, firft fubfifted 


As denominated by the Indians. The author of the journal of the embijly dk\ 
this fire ; bin the coiicurreni teHimony of many who dad fee it, puts ths uuUcr 
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alone ; that by him both the light and darknefs were created j and that 
AHARiMAN was Created, or rather arofe from da'rkneis. In the compofi- 
tion of this world good and evil being thus mixed together, they believed 
they would continue till the end of all tilings, when each fhould be fepa^ 
rated and reduced to its own fpHere. 

The antient PEUsiAJNS ere<^ed no temples, but oilered their, facrificcs in 
the open air, and generally on the top of a hill ; for they efteemed it in-, 
juriousto the majedy of the god of heaven, to (hut up inwalls, him to- 
whom all things are open; whom the world cannot contain j who fills im— 
menfity witJi his pi-efcncc ; and to whom the vvliole earth, with regard to 
man, fhould be edeemed as an honfc or temple. 

Between the beginning of the reign of cypus the great and the end 
of that of DARIUS the ion of iiystaspis, being about 600 years after tlic 
fiid zoz-oASTER, whom I have mentioned, anotJier philofopher of tite 
fiune name arofe. This Jad undertook to reform fome. articles in the an- 
tient religion : he taught that there is one fupreme, independent and 
fclf-exident being. That under him there are two angels, the one of 
light, who is the author of ail go^d ; and the other. of darknefs, who is the 
author of all evil. Tliat theie twu, by a mixture of light and darknefs, 
made all things which are. That they are in a perpetual druggie with eacli 
other; W'herc the angel of light prevails, there good reigns j and where the 
angel of darknefs, there evil predominates. That this druggie fhall lad: 
til! the end of the world, when there will be a day of judgment, in which 
all diall receive a jud retribution according to their works : after which tlie 
angel of darkiiefs and his followers diall be cad into, a world of their own, 
where they dial! fuiFcr for their evil deeds in darknefs, wliicjh To all eternity 
fhall be feparated from the light. But thofe who cheriflied and cultivated 
tiieir fpiritual nature, and obeyed the angel of light, diall go with him into 
a world, where, amidd everlading brightnefs and triumphant glory, they 
fhall receive the rewards due to their good deeds. 

This lad ZOROASTER, contrary to his great predecefl«)r, caufed temples' 
to be biiilt, in which the facred fires were ordered to be conftaiitly a^d care- 
fully preferved. 
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irheic opinions, with a few alterations, are ftlll maintained fornc 
of the pofterky of tlie antient Indians and Persians, who are called gji|« 
BERS, or GAURS, and are veiy zealous in preferving the religion of their 
anceflors j paiticularly in regard to their veneration for the element of fire. 
What they commonly call the everlasting fire, near baku, before 
which thele people ofter tl^ir fupplications, is a phienomenon of a very 
extraordinary nature, in fomc meallire peculiar to this country, and there- 
fore deferving of a particular defeription. 

This object of devotion to the gebrrs, lies about 10 English 
miles north- eafl by eaft from tlie city of baku on dry rocky land. There 
are levcral antient temples built with ftone, fuppofed to have been all dedi- 
cated to fire j moft of them are arched vaults not above 10 to 15 feet high. 
Amongft others there is a little temple, in which tlie Indians now wor- 
jfliip : near the altar about 3 feet high is a large hollow cane, from the end 
of which ifiues a blue flame, in colour and gentlencfs not unlike a lamp 
that burns with fpirits, but feemingly more pure. Thefe Indians affirm, 
that this flame has continued ever fince the flood, and they believe.it will lafl: to 
the end of the world j that if it was refifted or fupprefled in that place, it Would 
rife in fbme other. Here arc generally forty or fifty of thefe poor de- 
votees, who come on a pilgrimage from their own country, and fubfifl: 
upon wild fellary, and a kind of Jerusalem artichokes, which arc very 
gcx)d fcxKl, with other herbs and itjots, found a little to the nordi- 
ward. Their bufinefs is to make expiation, not for tlieir oivn fins only, hut 
for thofe of others, and they continue the longer time, in proportion to tlsc 
n umber of perfons for whom they have engaged to pray. They mark their 
foreheads with faffron, and have a great veneration for a red cow. They 
Wear very little cloathin^, and thofe who are of the mofl diilinguifljtd piety, 
put one of their arms upon their head, or lomc othi r part of die body, in a 
fixed pofition, and kgsp it unjiltcrably in diat attitude. 

A little way from the temple is a low clift of a rock, in which tiicrc is 
a horizontal- gap, 2 feet from die ground, near 6 long, and about 3 feet 
broad, but of which iflues a conflant flame, of the colour and u;nuj e 1 have 
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alfe;idy defcribed : wlien; the wind blows, it rifes Sometimes 8 feet high, 
but mueli lower in ftill weather ; dtey do not perceive that the flanie 
makes any inipreflion on the rock. This allb the Indians worlhip, and 
fay it cannot be refilled but it will rife in fomc other place. About 20 
yards on the back of this clift is a well cut in a rock 12 or 14 fatlioni deep, 
wi til exceeding good water. 


The caitli roun.d this place, far above two miles, has this furprlz- 
ing pi operty, that by taking up two or three inches of the lurface, and 
applying a live cc.'a!, the part v.hJcia is fv uncovered, immediately takes 
fre, almotl before tlie ccal touches the carlla ; the flame makes the foil 
hot, but docs not conCumc it, nor atTt;'.d, what Is near it with any degree of 
iveat. Any quantity of this earth cairleel to another place does not produce 
this effect. Not long fince eiglrt horfes were con fumed bv this fire, being 
under a rtxef where tlie iurface of the. ground was turned up, ajrel by fomc 
accident took fiamc. 


ff s. cane or tube, even of paper, be fet about 2 inches in the ground, 
confined and clofc with earth below, and the top of it touched tvith a live 
coal, and blown upon, immediately aflame ififues without hurting eidier die 
cane or paptT, provided the edges be covered with clay. ; and this method 
they life for light in their houfes, which liave only the earth for die floor n 
three or four of dicle lighted canes will boil water in a pot j and thiis 
they drefii their vidluois. The flame may be cxtinguillied in the fame man- 
nerj.as that of fpirita of wine. The ground is dry and flony, and the more 
flony any particular part is, the flronger and clearer is the flames j it fmells 
fulphurous like naptha, but not very oflfenfive. 

Lime is burnt to great perfeftibn by means of diis plifenomenon > 
the flame communicating itfelf to any diflance where die eafth is uncover- 
ed to receive it. The flbhes muff be laid on one another, and in th,ree days 
the lime is compleated. Near this place brimflohe is dug, and naptKa- 
^irfiigs are found. 

The chief place for the black or dark-grey naptha is the fftnaH ifl^d 
WEToy, now uninhabited, except at fueli times as they take naptha from 
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tlicnce. The Persians load It in bulk in their wretched vellels j id that 
focfinaimes the fea is covered with it for leagues together. When tire wea- 
ther is thick and hazy, the fpirings boil up the higher} and the naptlia 
often takes fire on the furfece of the eaith, and runs in a flame into tlie 
fea, in great quantities, to a diftance almofl: incredible. In clear weather 
the fprings do not boil up above 2 or 3 feet : in boiling over, this oily fiib- 
flance makes fo ftrong a confiflency as by degrees almoft to clofe the mouth 
ofthefpringi fometimes it is quite clofcd, and forms hillocks that look as 
black as pitch ; but the fpring, which is refifted in one place, breaks out in 
another. Some of the fprings, tvhkh have not been long open, form a • 
mouth of 8 or I o feet diameter. 

The people carry the naptha by troughs into pits or reiervoirs, drawing it 
oif from one to another, leaving in the firfi: relervoir the water, or tlie hea- 
vier part with vviiich it is mixed w'hen it iflues from the fpring. It is un- 
jilcafint to the fintU, and ufed ni()ftly amongfl: the poorer fort of the Per- 
sians, and other neighbouring people, as we ufc oil in lamps, or to boil 
their victuals } but it communicates a difagreeabic tafte. They find it biirn 
bcif with a fmall mixture of aflies: as they find it in great abundailce, - 
every fiunily is nvcH fup plied. They keep It, at a fmall diftance fiuin 
tbcii* houi'es, in eardien veffeis under ground, to prevent any accident by 
fire, of tvhich it. is extremely fufceptible. 

There is alfo a white naptha on the pcninfula of apcheron of a mUth 
thinner confiftenev} but this is found only in fmall quantities. The rAs- 
si ANS drink it both as a cordial and medicine, but it does not intoxicate ; 
if taken internally it is faid to be good for the ftone, as alfo for dilbrderS of the 
breaft, and in venereal cafes, and lore headsj to both the laft tlie Persians 
are very fubjedt. Externally applied, it is of great ufe in fcorbtitic pains, 
gouts, cramps, &c. but it muft be put to the part aftedled onJyj it pene- 
trates ihftantaheoully into the blood, ^d is apif, for a ftioit time, to create 
great pain. Ithes alfo the property of fpir its of wine to take out greazy 
fpots in filks or woollens ; but die remedy is worfe than the ^ifeaie j for it 
leaves ah abominable odour. They'-fey it is carried into india as a great 
rarity, and being prepared as a japan, is the moft beautiful and laftiiig of 
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•any that lias been yet Not flu* ffbui hepee ai^e alfo firings of hot 

water, which boil up ih the fame 'mirier as the naptha, arid very 
thick, being impregnated widi a blue cfey, brit^t foon clarifies. * Bathing 
in this warm water is found to ftrengdien, and procure good appetite, 
cfpeciaily if a fmall quantity is allb drunk. 

Thcfe medicinal qualities, and the purity of the air, have formerly 
caufed it to be frequentetl by numbers of Persians, and other people of 
the firft quality from the remoteft parts; here are yet the remains of many 
•{lately buildings, and a large burying-place; onemofque in particular, which 
is very large, and has a Hone* cupola. 

I have already mentioned, that shah abas drove the worfliippers of 
fire out of PERSIA : they were then very numerous in feveral provinces, 
which have ever fince been thinly inhabited. I heard of no towns or 
villages only guebarabad near Isfahan, where there are any who 
openly profefs that religion, except tliefe miferable pilgrims of wliom I 
have been ipeaking. 

This religion, which has many marks of a fpiritual difpofitiori in its vo- 
taries, feems to be no objea: of deteftation, compared with that mention- 
ed by oLEARius and Mr. otter. They give an account of a certain peo- 
ple, of whom there are yet fbme at saiirie called moum-seundu- 
RAiN, or exfmguifliers of candles. Thefe are the reverfe Of the roman 
matron$, who performed the fecret rites of the bona dea, and with 
whom it was tlie higheft prophanation to admit of the prefence of a man. 
Both fexes . are nccefliuy to the rites of the moum-seondurain : af- 
ter eating and drinking liberally, in great filence and ceremony they put 
out the candles, and promifeuoufly changing their places, throw afide 
the di{hn<3;ion of rational creatures. Though ^i4ahommedan ism, he- 
yond moft other religions in the world, indulges jts votaries in the ido- 
latry of VENUS,; yet this fedl has been perfecuted more than once, and is 
held in great deteftation by the difciples of mauommed. I muft rioW 
proceed la the continuation of the journal of th« Russi an ombafty. 

■* Sometimes wrote sXrj. 
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off th&> RUSSIAN emhafjyi wkh a dfcriptioft' of tbt country from 
B AKLH to SH AMAKi£, ond from tbtfnce to reshi>» 

*« T TAVIN G tarried under tlie walls of baru for 6 days, and re- 
“ Xn packed our baggage, the 12th of February 1747 w’e returned 
back the fame way for about 6 werfts, and tlien direfting our courfe 
“ fbuthward, we encamped in a Tandy valley, with a lake of fait water 
to the euft. The next day we pafled fcveral rivulets covered with nap- 
“ tha, with which the adjacent hills to the weft abound : we pitched 
“ our tents near a caravanferui on. the fea-fide. The 14th we marched . 
“ wefterly at the foot of a barren liill, and crofted a ftately-ftone^ bridge 
“ of one arch, but there was no water under it. We obferved a. great, 
“ quanity of fca-glaft * of a very choice quality. The weftern. prolpe<£t 
“ was now continually bounded by lofty mountains : in one of the fmalleft . 

we were told, that, feme years fince, there was a volcanoi but at pre- 
“ fent no fmoke ilfucd from it. To the north of us was a .mountain, 

'* which fpaikled like diamonds, arifing from the fea-glafs and cliriftais 
“ with which it abounds. \Vc now direcled.our courfe north- weft, tlie 
“ mountains intercepting our paiiage till we came to n avahy, the inlia- 
“ bitants of which appeared to be in extreme poverty, and were encamp-- 
cd about a mile to the fouth. We perceived fcveral beautiful women, . 
“ faid to be the wives of the govenior ; as fooii as they law us, they hid 
“their faces, and fled - into an adjacent cavern. Our cavalry turned- 
“ fouth-eaft- over* a very high mountain, where it was w'ith feme difficulty 
“ we could lead our horfes j but our carriages went round the north- eaft 
“ end of the mounmin. Having travelled about Bo - werfts from ba- 
“ Ru, we encamped at. t?So foot of a mountain on the banks of a . lake of 
“ frelh w'ater, where the Persians were met by fcveral of their women, 
“ whom they had left at s.^lyan, and other places on the banks of the 
“jeuKA. 

» Cbmaioniy cdficiJ ifinglaCc, of which laathorns sre 
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“The r6th, we travelled through a fandy uncultivated country, 
v.dth inorafTes to the weil, and lofty mountains to the eaft of us. Vio- 
“dent rains haying fallen on a clay* ground, the next day our camels, 
“ horfes, and mules were extremely fatigued, infomuch that we could not 
travel above 15 werds: we encamped on the fide of a very large lake. 
“ Tlie weather clearing up, we found ourfelves furrounded with 
“ mountains,' whofc tops are ever covered with fnow. Thefe were inha- 
“ habited by a tartar prince called shemace ^ who, it is faid, cannot 
‘‘ bring above 5000 men into the field; and yet neither naOir, nor his 
“ greater predecellbr abas, could ever reduce thefe people to fubjeclion. 
“ The fonncT, though a wife prince, difdaining that fo mean a competitor 
“ flioLild reign within his dominions, determined to reduce their chief; 
and, contrary to advice, as well as to the experience of pad ages, marched 
20,000 men into thefe cold and inhofpitable mountains, wlierc it is laid 
he loft more than half of them. It is morally impollible to bring artille- 
ryinto this country; and if it was pradlicable, the tar tars defend them- 
** felves with a number of forts., which, from their fttuation, are impregnable. 
“ As their valleys arc fertile, and produce abundance of grain, they are never 
“ ncccfhtated to expofe their country to flavery, by their commerce with 
“ the PERSIANS, or any other people. Their love of liberty is not be era- 
‘‘ dicated, and as they are in thchigheft degree jealous of it, they are con- 
“ tinually on the w^atch to guard their pafies, and to keep a ftore of arms 
“ arid provifion. 


/“ The 1 8th we encamped on the fbuth-eaft fide of s^amakie, be- 
“ tween the city and a branch of the river betaja, tlie banks of which 
“ are fteep. The waters wliich fall from the mountains from the nortli- 
“ weft are troubled. The shamakie mentioned by hiftorians, which is 
“ faid to have contained 12,000 families, and \nany public and fuperb 
“ editices, was certainly very different from this vvhich nadir shah re- 
moved from the other fide of the mountains, in hopes of keeping the 
inhabitants in fubjeition. This city Iiowever .appeared more rich ami 
populous than both derbend and baku j but, to tJie great amazement 


•’The general naaie of siiiv.ka.i-i. b given to akef<f chiefs. 
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of the embafladpr and his people, the fi rst an army whicli convoyed, 
us, exercifed their cruelties in fo arbitrary a manner, that, in three days 
“time, the fliops of the Armenians, Georgians, inpians, and tar- 
“ TARS, as well as of the Persian citizens were either locked up, or 
“ plundered, though we could not difeover any other reafbn for it, th.au 
“ that of the infolcncc, inhumanity, and rapacioufnefs of the foldkrs. 

“ This city is a regular fquare of near three miles in circumference, de- 
“ fended by a ditch and a wall of earth, with a gate to the north, and an- 
“ other to the fouth. It has three paved Erects in the fame direction, inter- 
“ fc6led by narrow lanes, with a fquare in the centre, which ferves as a 
market-place, where we faw a few pieces of cannon. They have good 
gardens, and their vineyards produce wine, as already mentioned. Ee- 
“ tween the city and the hills is a fmall town, chiefly inhabited by ar- 

“ MEKIANS. 

“ We might have matte our tra<fi: from ijaku much flrortcr, without 
“ returning back fo far northward, but no provilion had been colleded in 
“that routj and as to coming diredfly from derbend to shamakit, 
“ the higl'iland tartars to the fouthward of that city towards the 
“ KURA, though they acknowledge fubjedlion to the Persians, 
too much by plunder, to be trulled. 

“ February the 28th, having Eaid here ten days, as well to refrcfli our 
“ fclves, as for other rcafons, \vc dire« 5 lcd ourcourfe fouth wards over amar- 
“ (by plain for 15 werfts. March the ift, Our way lay through a landy 
“ plain, where we pitched our tents on the north banks of the lake musa : 
“ the PERSIANS, who yet remained with us, went over to the fouth iidc. 
** In this place were fuch a number of wild goats and pheafints, that we 
“ killed fome almoE at e^very fliot. The next day w'e crofl'ed tlic mo- 
“ rafs } the road being very bad we were obliged to repair it before it was 

The 3d, Early in the morning wc marched 15 wer/ls, and enciunped 
on the north fide of the famous river kura, near the bridge oi boats, 

“ half a mile to tile weftward of wdiich the aras and the kora joui 
Vox,. I. C c c “ their 
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“ their ftreams, ami run into the Caspian fea. A little to the caftwardi 
is a ealtle in ruins, though it was built fo lately as the time of nadiJS: 
SHAH. There is another on the fouth fide of the riter ; here is a circu- 
“ lar pyramid of near 50 feet high; in which are niches filled wdth 282 
** human heads, of the late Persian and tartar chiefs of the shama- 
** KiE rehellion, w'ho were all beheaticd in one morning. Thclc tar- 
“ TARS had not acknowledged fubjedion to Persia, and yet they were 
treated as rebels. 

“ The 4th, ive palled the ichra on a mean bridge of boats he!ti 
“ together by an iron chain of about :;oo feet long : This river has high 
Tandy banks: direflirig our ccurlb Touth-wefi, we encamped on tlie 
“ banks of the akas. Here \vc fouiKi fcveral fmall villages, almoit tlie 
“ only ones inhabited wdiich we had fecn fince we left Baku ; and thefe, 
“ in three days time, were treated in Inch a manner by our Persian con- 
voy, tb.at many of the inhabitants were obliged to leave their houfes, 
‘‘ their wives and children to the mercy of thefe fpoilers. 

The aRas runs into the wide and extended plains of MOf;uA^5 which 
“ reach near iHo miles from north to Ibuth, and 6o-from eaft to weil ; they 
are bounded on the north i^y the Caucasus, and the fouth by the t au~ 
rus “, having a. hilly country to the wefl, and the fea to the eail. Thefe 
plains were lormerly inhabited by fiiepherds, who lived in tents, and were 
“rich in herds and flocks; they profclTed the religion of the magi, and lived 
“ peaceable and inne^ent lives. This was alfo the great nurfery of per- 
“ SIAN cavalry, and where the fovereigns of this country bred thofe bcau- 
“ tiful hotfes for which the Persians were diflinguiflicd. Thefe plains 
“ abound in ferpents of different fpecies : in the hot months of the 
“ (umraer the inhabitants arc wont to retire wdth their flocks into the 
“ mountains. They have plenty of wild fwine, tleer, and antilopes, with 

• This word is alfo wrote mogan, and churi mpch/?k^. 

^ It might perhaps have been more agreeable to fomc readers, if I had called the river ku « a by 
antient name fvs, and the a aka xjss; but as all modern maps adopt the modern nantes. I 

thought it molt conlillcnt to follow thcii example, efpecial!/ as I have done the l«iin€ w'ilh regacrfCo othtT 
places. 

* The mimes Caucasus and taurus arc fornetimes ufed fynonrniottd/ ; but what the proj^er 
diAinttion is in dilFcreiu places I kucw 


various 
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** various kind of fowl, which we diverted ourfeivcs in foooting. Nadir 
treated die inhabitants with great feverky ; either difperling, defiroying, 
** or fending them to khorasan. 

The 15th, A report prevailed in our camp, that the lesgees, between 
** DERBEND and BAKU, had made inroads Into the low countries, ajid defeat- 
“ ed the Persian forces; alfo that they had feduced the inhabitants of siia- 
“ MAKiE to join them. Whatever grounds there were for this alarm, the 
embaflador decamped with fome precipitation. We marched 20 werds 
“ over hard fniooth ground, and encamped on the banks of a /landing wa- 
“ ter which communicated with the kura. We fhould have made our 
march longer, but that we found great fcarcity of cattle for our caiTiagcs. 


“ The 1 6th, Wc marched fouth eafl 22 werfls through thefe deferted 
plains, wliich now u ore extremely delightful, abounding in grafs and 
dowers, with great plenty of phylical herbs : they are alfo refrefhed by 
fcveral fmall rivers which run into the Caspian fea. * Wc encamp- 
c<l on the banks of a lake of frcrti water : the dav follovviiu’' 
we paded by fix remarkable round hills, and encamped on the foot (;f 
another, 20 werfls from our lafl llagc. The ifth, wedireclcd our couilc 
fouth-wcfl, where a ridge of high mountains, covered with fnow, 
i . ntcd thcmfclvcs to our view our road lying over a rifing ground be- 
lieclced with clover, and feveral kinds of herbs. The banks of tlic river 
1 LC(! AY arc high and fandy ; llie ftream, though fomewb.it rapid, is 
clear; it abounds in fidi of the fize of a common troflt, of a iilver colour, 
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with fmall cxcrefccnccs on tlieir heads like horns. Wc encamped on a pkiii 


on the I’outh fide of tlie river, near a fmall inhabited village. \\‘e t]n.n 
dircllcd our conrfe due fouth through a marlhy ground overgrow n v. i:!i 
reeds and brambles, pafiing by fcveral JiaMtations, cultiva.ted lands, and 
gardens abounding in fruit- trees ; fucli as almonds, fgs, apples, plumbs, 
and cherric.s : thefe being now in tlieir bloflbrn afforded no fmail defalit, 
tliough this day’s journey was very fatiguing. 


“ Tlie 19th, Wc travelled through marfhy lands well wooded, cr< viiing 
“ many flrcams, over whidi we were obliged to moike bridge.-. ; and cn- 

C c c 2 campKd 
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camped on the river kezilacach. The weather was now fcrenc, ami 
“ the fun warm-, though the nights were very cold. The next day tiw 
“ iccnc was much the lame as on the. 1 8th, and gave us much pleaw 
“ furc. As we proceeded fonthward, the fpring lecmcd to make great ad- 
“ vances every day. Jn travelling, the novelty of places alfo, when the heart 
“ is at cafe, exhilarates the fpirits, as it were, by a more peculiar benignity 
of providence. 

“ The 23d, The great difficulty we found in procuring the cattle, 
** which were .leceffitry for the embaHador’s ufc, obliged us to tarry till 
this day : we then marched through marffiy grounds aiid lofty woods, 
“ where alfo grow many wild fruit-trees. From tlience our road was on 
“ a caufe*way, made by shah abas the great, as well lor the fuility 
“ of mai'ching an army, as to fupport the communication and trade of 
“ thefc pares. Having marched 20 wcrlls we encainpcd on th.c noi tli 
banks of the«rivcr lankak. 


" The 24tb, Our march lay on the fea-Hiorc, whicli is landy. The 
“ country to the weftward, under the mountains of c;hil an, is fo thick 
“ of Vv’God, and mai ihy, as hardly to be paffiable at tliis feafon of tlie year. 
“ Vines, pomgranates, and orange-trees are alfo in great abundance : we 
“ encamped on the fide of a lakci 
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” TliC 25t}i, Our marclr on the fea fliorc was very laborious, on account cd’ 
the fluid hands : \vc lorded the river .(’iSTAR A, fituated in the province of 
the fame name, whole governor is independent of that of g n t la n or shir- 
van. 'rhis province is rich in grain, fruits, and lilk- worms j but the 
air is unwholfome. On the hills to the wellward are the remains of 
a fortification built by tlie Russians; here arc Icvcral fmall villages 
meanly irdiabiicd, and tJie houfes in a ruinous cfindition ; the inhabitants 
cl the neighbouring mountains having frequently committed hoftilltics 
in thefe low lands. The 27th, our road lying partly on the fca-ffiorc, 
and partly tluougli woods and marlhy lands, we paffed many rivers and 
rivulets, gathering oranges and pomgranate.s, which wc found in great 
plenty, but neither of them delicious in flavor, . The 3:11!:, the roads 
continuing tlie lame, made our three, days marches very lliort. April 

« the 
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the 1 ft, our eourfc lay on a caufe-way, with deep ditche?' on both laics, 
“ meeting with a great number of fmall rivers, in which this count^ v a-* 
“ bounds; at length w'c pitched our tents on the banks of the ccsak, 
“ near which there is a large plain. 
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“ The 2d, This day exhibited a fccnc of defolation in the number of ruined 
villages, through which w'c palled, though the foil appeared to be extremely 
fruitful. This country allb abounds in tinaber intermixed with fruit-trees, 
and vines, whofe grapes arc faid to produce good wine. We pafted no lefs than 
16 fmall rivers, and encamped near the town of keskar. Here we found 
a great body of ousbeg tartars belonging to the Persian army, 
who had pormidion to live at difcrction, till the inhabitants ftiould pay 
a heavy contribution, which the ouaii had impofed on them. Some of 
tliefe T AR j ARs gave proof of great virtue and moderation ; wdiilft others 
v iolated matrons and virgins with a iiivagc licentioufnefs, often killing 
not only the men who oppofed them, but the women alfo. This town, 
and the diftri<ft of the fame name, is under the jurlfditifion of the go- 
vernor of GHiLAN, whofe rclidcncc is at reshd. Not long fince this 
place was remarkable for the quantity of raw filk it produced, aial 
for iunny filk fabrics; but tlic opprcilion of nadir’s government ICvir- 
td to have Iiwolved every thing in one common ruin. Near this jiLicc 
v\o faw the ruins of a fort which the Russi ans Iiad formerly built to 
prevent the incurlions of the neighbouring mountaineers. 


“ The 3d, As tlie emballador now efteemed liiinlelf feciuo, with regard 
to the rebellion towards the kura, and near the end of his journey to 
“ GHiLAN, he halted. The 4th, we marched aoweriis, through delightful 
“ woods and gardens ; and eroding feveral rivulets over llonc tn idges, we 
“ encamped on the ua:^kalajan, whofe banks are very pleaCant. 


“ The 5tli, tb.c country llill continued p!c.afant ; \vc marched over t\vo 
“ rivers and a lakt?, and the day following the embaffador made his cn * 
trance into reshd.” , 
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A coajling pilots conlaining a particular defcription of the coafis and ports of the 

CASPIAN fea^. 

I Shall conclude this account of Persia with the following defcription of the 
coafts and ports of the Caspian fea, extrafted from captain woodroopl’s 
coafting pilot. Tlie fubje^l has feme connexion with what has been fuid in the 
2 id, 23d, and 24-th chapters of this volume', and though it may be barren of 
plcafuve to thofe who delight neither in commerce, geography, nor navigation ; yet 
as this fea has merited the attention of hilforians ; and the British nation never 
had any accurate information concerning it, we may prei'ume that the Ibilowing 
account of its navigation will not be ungrateful to Ibme readers. The original 
papere of captain woodroofu, ffom whence this defcription is extraded, are 
more verbofe, but do not contain any tiling material that 1 liavc omitted. 

From ASTRACHAN to YER.K1E is 6o ENOi.isH mjlcs *. thc channel is for t!ic 
** mod: part pretty good, except jull below iwan chuk, where, at iowwatcr, there 
“ is only 8 feet at mod. Ships formerly entered and cleared out at verkie •, but 
** that place being now almod overflowed, is left in ruins, and tl.e office removed 
“ to SADLiSTOVA, about 2 leagues to the northward. 

Near yerkie is the ifland caraza, wlicrc all goods imported arc landed, and 
“ ware-houies built for tiieir reception in quarantai.i; and lliips lay orT !or thc 
“ fame purpofe. There is generally 7 1 feet water on yerkie bar, but upon extra- 
“■ ordinary winds it rifes to 9 or 10 feet. In order to fail over yerkie bar, and down 
“ to ciiF.iiRiE-BOc.ORiK, after you get to the lower pautof thc river below verkie, 
“ and are pad the reeds, deer out a little wcilci Jy ; or if the weather be clear, and 
“ flicws cnETiRtE-p,oGORiE, kccp thc laiui open i flicn failing over 7 1 feer, 
“ you find a bottom of hard fand for near half a mile, and it deepens to 2 and 
“ 2 i fathoms. If you come to anchor in 2 I fathoms, run it about two cables 


* Sec Cl art Ch.ip. XX, 
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“ length to the weft towards a little red cliff on the ifland TOotEENA, where there 
“ is 3 fathoms water, and a goovi holding ground with black mud and fand. 

“ All the coafl; is very low and marlhy, and the air over it being generally hazy,!. 

“ it is difficult to diftinguifli places. From verk-ie all veflels take their de- 
“ parture, and this place tliey alfo make when homeward bound. 

“ Goupna-serotka lies about 9 leagues to the fouthward of yerk-ie, an.l near 
“ it is generally two fathom-s Avater ; but on the middle fand, which lies off che- 
TTRiE- BocoRii'. fiom fouth fouth*ea(t to fouth fouth-eaft half fouth» at the dif- 
“ tance of neat S leagues is only 8 feet water. It muff be remarked, that as low^ 

“ as cm; 1 iR iE-BOGouiE tliere is generally frcdi water, except after a gale ot louch- 
crly wind. On leaving the banic of gouixa-seroxk.a, the fca deepens fo as 
“ yeti cannot find a bottom with any line. 

“ In this fca tlierc arc no tides ; but hard gales of v.'ind either from the north 
“ or (biith, raile the w'atcr 3 or 4 feet, and fometimes more, and when thefc 
“ gales ccale, tlic water returns to its ordinary depth, with a prodigious current, 

“ and conltifed fea. It mull ulfo be obferved that it is the faiUe on the persi ax 
“ coalb as on the uessi an j but rendered ftrongcr and more irregular on the latter, 
by the ftrc.irns which ilTuc from the volga, iamba, and yaeik. This occafions 
the lofs of many veffels ; for the force of thefc currents is apt to deceive. Captain 
“ wooiiROOFU, after his firll voyage, inllead of heaving the logg, made ufe of deep 
“ fca-iines, and the heavieft lead ; for the kad remaining Heady, difcovered his 
“ courle more exactly. It is alfo to be noted, thar, on the north- coall, the lound- 
“ ings begin before you enter much into thefc contrary currents, which are .gene- 
“ rally occafioned by tlie wind coming from the oppofite points of north or fouth,. 
“ I'he RUSSIANS lofc many veffels on the flioles of the north coaft for want of at- 
“ tention and llcill. Thefe vcflels when laden, gerrcrally draw 9 or 10 feet wa* 
“ ter*, and as they run into 11 or 12 feet before a fouth or fouth-call wind, 
“ which frequently raife a tumbling fea, it muft neceflarily endanger their fecuiicy. 
“ 7 'his might be eahly prevented by keeping to the eaftward towards k.ara<- 
CANSKoi, or the ifland ofKURAi-iE, in all which arc vei-j' fare roads. 

As tlic land both at cntTcuEENA aiwl kulalie is low and marfliy, and 
fpring and fall are generally attended with great fogs ; the unexperienced navi- 
“ gator muft be on his guard, particularly on the weft coaft, where he muft keep* 
his lead going 1 and when he comes into 35 Of 40 fathoms water, then he muft 
‘•‘edge into 30 fathoms: as he approaches chitcheena the ground is fhelly^, 

**■ wac.A. 
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“ witli a light grey fand. Then hailing out north north'-csUl, or north-eaft: by 
“north, he will pafs over a clean white fand, w'hich runs out fouth eaft from 
“ cEiiTcHEENA iiito 12 and 15 fathoms water. The nearer he approaches to 
Tooi.ECKA the ground is blacker, but about 5 leagues to the eaftward is a clean 
“ grey fand without mud. 

“ The diftance between chitcheena and tooleena is about 9 leagues, 8 of 
“ which are a good channel : but it mull be particularly remarked that too- 
“ r.EEN'A is rather a fliole than an ifland ; for when the water is high, nothing but 
reeds appears upon it, and In turning to w’indward it is not advifeable to Hand 
“ nearer either to it or chitcheena than in 3 fathoms water. If necenity obliges to 
“ run between the point of land and chitcheena, keep pretty clofc the point, bc- 
caufe on the other fide there is a fliolc which runs a great way, and a little fpot 
“ that is quite dry. 

“ At DERBEND thcrc wus formerly a landing-place for goods, but it is now 
under water. This is the worft port, if it may be called fuch, in the whole 
CASPI AN fca, not only wirh regard to the loading and unloading of boats on the 
“ fliore, but from tiie flony foul ground in the road. 


“ On the weft coaft you ought to keep the lead* as loon as you make her bend, 
“ When on (hore you will find hard ftony ground intermixed with cockle and 
“ muffle Ihells in about 30 or 40 fathoms. 


“ From May to September there arc feldom any hard gales of wind, and therc- 
fore Ihips in derbend road bringing the lower end of the fouth wall to bear 
“ due weft, may lie in 7 fathom water, which is about * of an English mile from 
“ the fhore. Here is a clean liiot of Tandy ground for at leaft 2 cables length 
every way; but in winter it is not advifeable to come nearer than 1 i mile in 1 1 
“ lathoms, and to lie as near the middle of the two walls as pofiiblc, where the 
“ ground is not altogether fo bad : but there are many loofe ftones very hurtful 
“ to cables, fo that care muft be taken not to lay too flack moored, that the va- 
riable winds which blow on this coaft, and the counter currents which fome- 
“ tia-es ftvift feveral times a day, may not do^ifehief. It is always found the 
beft method to lie at Angle anchor, and to have jipur fails furled with rope 
“ yarn, fo as to be ready on any emergency. It is never obferved, that tiic 
“ cafterly winds blow above 2 J points from the fbo^^e. 



* Sea-phrafi; {at throwing. 
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“ The next port is niezabad, by others cailed niezawov, v.'Iicre there is 
‘‘clean holding ground of ouze and fand. Between this and spitzbermack is a 
“ remarkable rocky hill near the fea-fide. The Russia?.? charts mention two rocks 
“ called the dwa bratie j but captain woodroofe fiys, he traced that place 
“ very often without finding them. 
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“ 1 he iiusr.iAMS and Persians olten pafs chrougli the ftreights of apsherom 
between swetoi and the main*, this is very furprizing as the paflage is dange- 
rous, and tliey have 30 leagues of good fea-room between zeloi and the 
cafiern main. If the navigator is under a necefllty of going betw'een swetoi and 
the W!.?ilein main, there is a good channel throiigh it with 3 I fathoms clay 
ground for near half a mile wide : but on both Tides are many rocks, fo that 
there is no venturing except by day-light, and taking proper care to keep the 
1 ' .1 d. On tl\e fout’i fuie cl zanoi there is good anchoring-ground, and pro- 
tctfcion t’rom the northerly winds; care however mull be taken ol a fliole 
that runs call fouth-eall from this iOand, which rifes pretty bold, and has 
white clifts Oil the Ibuth fide; in clear weather they may be feen at the difiar.ec 
five or ii.K Icar.uc.s. 


“ B..-i!ig l>ound from the nonliward to SAitir, it is ncccfiary to give the great 
sH Alt’s bank a good birth'; tlien hall in about well north-w'cil tqr die c:> 
“ trance cd' t’ne bay, which lies between tiie ifumd nargsn and a little filT.ing- 
“ town : on a hi uli' point on the weilcrn main, is a clear channel ot Icvcn taiivou.s 
“ near a league over. Vcilci.' fometiirxs go to ilie caftward of narokv ; but tisj; 
“ rock ci PAVER isH, as well as feveral fholcs wb.ith were iormevly illands, tog:- 
“ tlier V. itlr the fiv.ail der.th of three fathom?, render that channel dangerous. On 
“ the c.iil fide of the b.ty of uakv they dig fait andl brimfbone, and coafcii::; 
“ vclTcis receive tiieir loadings. In the mole of b.vku is two lathoms water, 'f id.s 
“ may be deiioiiiinatcd the bell, if not the only' true port in the Caspian lea. 


“ The in.tnd boull.ah lies to the fouth-weft of baku to the call and fom h 
“there is about 10 fachom.s water ; but to the weft is a b.tnk ol fand Iron: li-c 
“ wcfit in main, which is al!nol%dry. 


“ SwiKov is a bold ifland about four le.tgucs 
“ there are two rocks near the north end of it. The fltolc of find. 


from the weffern main 
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“ shah’.s bank, is about 6 miles long, and 2 broad, and has only i-i fret wa: v. 
** The ibundings round it are very gradual, and a.s you appro'.cii it, flic gi'ou:;..l 


^ At c.vprdreC in the i’ea.-ch;irt. * Sea-terra for keeping r.t a dUV r.c;-.' Ooiu 

to room in a (hip, w 5 i.ich thii term h alfo ailopted. 
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“ changes from loofe mud to fand. The hland kura, thougkiow, is ^eryifteej> 
“on all fides. About 3 leagues fbuth*eatt by fouth from this ifland is a/fock; 
“juft at tlie water’s edge, which, at a diftance, refembles two boats, Neithei'\he 
“ RUSSIANS, nor the Persians in my time vi^ere acquainted with- them ; and: it is 
more chan probable chat many vefiels, in their paflage from the river kura to 
“ BAKU, have been loft upon this fpot, fo as never to have been more heard- dfi 
“ This river has at the entrance two fathoms water, and is a general rendezvous 
“ for all pEBsiAN vcllels going to, or returning from Baku. Coming in witlt 
“ the coaft, navigators iliouki have a particular care to avoid a bank of fand 
“ about 5 leagues to the iveftward of enzellee, where it is only i t feet water. 
“ The proper place for anchoring in enzellee road, is to bring the ftorc- 
“ houll’S on the weft fide of the bar to bear foiith Ibuth-weft, and ro run into 
“ 10 or 12 fathoms water. Captain woodroofe frequently obferved, that irt 
“ coming from the northward with a hard gale of wind at north, on his arrival 
“ on this coaft, it has veered to the north-weil, the fouth eaft, or, as gen-riUiy 
“ happciis, to the weft i fo that when the wind is north at lea, the \ eflcls in this 
“ road, having it in tiie points juft mentioned, lie in the trough of the fca, atid 
“ ride in a very dil’agreeabie, as well as inlccure manner. 

“ The river seftetrood having feldom above 3 fcet water at its entrance, is of 
“ no life to (hips, though there is a very good depth v/ithin the bar. As a rapid 
“ fireani runs from this river into tlie fea with a great eddy, it is not proper to 
“ held nearer than j fathoms water, though there is 5 or 6 fathoms within three 
‘‘ quarters-of a mile Ifom the Ihorc. If you get into this eddy with little or no wind, 
“ tliere is great danger of being driven a-fhore to the fouthward, and many a per- 
“ SIAN veflcl has been loft in calm weather. About- 4 miles up the sekeitrood a 
“ frnail channel runs into the Jake of enzellee, and ferves as a palfage for boats j 
“ but at very low water they are obliged to hall them over a (liolc for about 40 
“ yard.s.Wcre it not for this inconvenience, there would be communicatipn between 
“ rcRRYBAZAR and RUDiZAR for loaded boats without the necelTity of going 
“ to u .i. To the fouthward of sefiet-rood there is a cove, the entratTbce of which 
“ is near a c able’s length with two fathoms watg^; and as tlicre is the lame. depth 
** witinn, 1 ; or 1 5 fail of lliips ndght lie land locked with the utmoS: fecurity. 

“ The next port is lancarooo cove, which is about 2 -J miles f?bm call to 
weft, and about one from north to fouth. As it Jias ip or i i feet water, it 
would ftand one of the higheft in rank, were it not that tlie entrance iS fo feir- 
“ row, that it muft be buoy’d before it is attempted. LAMOAROod road is hpw- 
“ ever much frequented : tht beft place to anchor, is to bring the poin^ on the 

1“ fouth 
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** footht fide of tha^r to bear fouth-wefl: by weft, and the peak of tAHijAsr hUl 
** Weft fouth-^eA running ioto 7 fathoms water, where there is clean Tandy 
ground I i mile from the Ihore. It muft be obferved there is a bank of fand 
** which extends itfelf from sefietrood about 3, leagues to the bottom of this 
“ bay. On the edge of this bank about 20 fathoms there is foft mud. The 
** river which runs up to the town of LAKCAROod, is about a cablets length to the 
“ wellward of the fouth of the bar, and is almoft concealed with reeds. Its couric 
“is north-eaft There is a (hole of 7 feet , but it afterwards deepens totwofa-. 
“ thorns, 

“ ALEMMAROod, Or, as it is fometimes called, obeasky. Is a fmall village to > 
“ the eaft, with a river navigable for boats drawing 4 feet water. By means of 
“ the lakes, it communicates with meschedizar: off which you may anchor in 9 
“ fathoms water in clean ground. 

The next place is far abad, oh the call fide of the bank of a little river. 
Off this town one may anchor in 10, fathoms water in good ground; however 
“ the bed of thefe roads on the fouth co.ifl arebut dSfagreeablc, as there is generally 
“ a fwell from the fea. The wind is generally tvefterly ; when it comes from the 
“ eaft point, it is very moderate, and attended with plealant wc.uhcr even in the 
“ midit of winter. The navigation of the fouth-caft part of the casi-ian^ from 
FARABAo CO asYkabad bay is very Hifc and c.sfy, the foundings regular, and 
“the ground clean. The palace of ashereff, whicli is built with llone, is r. 
“ good land-mark, and may be feen a great way at fea. 

“ Coming either from the north or weft, the fureft way to fail over astrabad 
“ bar into the bay, is to bring the lower point of land on the wreft fide to bear 
Ibuth-wcft at I i mile diilance. In calm v/cather it juft .appears above the wu • 
ter, and when there is any fea, the breakers arc vifible ; fteering in fouth fouth - 
“ call fouthcrly till that fpit of fand beais due weft, then (leering fouth and fouth 
“ by aveft, you may anchor about a mile to the wellward of the entrance of the 
“ river korgan ; but in going into kAndagasar road, it is neceffary to obferve 
a fpit of (and which runs' about half a mile from the mouth of that river. The 
“ bar has ii to 12 feet Water, with hard fand for about a mile, then tkepens to 
3 s and 4 fathonis, witli a bottom of foft clay. If tlie weather prevents t!)e 
“ fight .either of the fpit of fund, or breakers on the weft f’dc of the bar, run 
“ a mile of the call main, which is cafy to be feen, fleering in fouth and foudi 
“ by weft: there, is the fame depth all over the bay, vvhich is Irom .two to (cur 

“‘fathom';. 
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fathoms water, in the fpring and fall of the year. There is k fmall low idand 
“ covered with reeds, which appears to the north-eafe of a.strab.'ID bar, very 
“ near the calf main ; there h not above five feet water round it *, but a league to 
“ the weft ward is two fathoms. 

“ From the bar of astrabad to the foinh end of theifland ocr ujivsKor, or, 
“ as the i>('RSi.s NS call it, idak, is 3a i leagues, ilcciing nonh-weft by north half 
“ north. The deepeft water in that tracl is from 7 to t o fathoms, foft ground, 
“ but 10 leagues to lea there is 35 fathoms water, deepening gradually. The 
“ channel between the north end of ro.'.ir and the well of dcverish is near a 
“mile and a h.alf wide, with throe or four fathoms water; the north ciid of 
“ i DA.K lies under water, and is terminated by an eminence, which appears as 
“ an ifland. Betv/cen tlie eaft cad of DEvRRisrr and naphtoma there is 
“ aaother channel, which is very narrow. You have good lltelter between 
“ .-s' Ai’HTOMt A and oGRujiKSROi, clthcv Irom the north-caft or weft, with the ad- 
vantage of putting cut to lea with any wind. The heft. w.irer is dole to the 
“ifland o.aro an, where there is dean grourul ; but the north fide of it is Itony. 
“ Dacjada w is a little liigh ifland about two cables length froin the nortii main^ 
“ and full two fathoms water round it; the anchorage is ib Iccurc, that the firi^> 
“ might be moored to the ifland, and a ftage built from heron fliore. A little 
“ way from this ifland there are two large rocks above water; three or four leagues 
“ furtlicr you have but nine feet water, and at the foot of tlic motintaiit only 
“ live. 7'he points on the north fide of the entrance of this lake confill of high 
“ red dilFs which form a fund or grave! of the fame colour waihed from it, and 
“ from thence it is called KRASNA-NvoDA*. Within that point the banks are all 
** high rugged rocks, the reft lying under water 

“ Concerning the lake karakogaskoi, it mull be obfervet), that all the caft- 
coaft from krasna-woda to cape karaca.vskoi is a ragged fhorc and rocky 
“ground; in many places there are high rocks at a diftance from the Ihore, 
“ which appe.ar as iflands but prudence forbids a near approach to them. 

*• In die latitude of 43 there feems to be a large inlet behind fome high rocks ; 
but wc never liad occafion to make a difeovery of i^ From 42 to 43 de- 
“ grccs there is a land-bank 8 or 9 leagues broad, and 20 leagues in extent ; on 
“ it yicre is about 25 fathoms water, which always appears difcoloured. 

^ Which in fignifics rc:l water* 

• A mors particuUr defeription of balkhan is contained in chap. XXXIV, 
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“ Cape karaoanskoi, and the ifland kolai-ie, are already mentioned : In the 
“ former there is good (helter from fouth and fouth-eaft winds; and the latter has 
a very good harbour, where there is 10 or 1 1 feet water, with clean finely 
“ ground. This ifland is barren and uninhabited ; but the harbour is the general 
“ rendezvous for all the Russian vefiels, which load fiflt at the yattik for 
“ K.ISLAR and DERBEND. There arc feveral fmall iflands to the eallward of 
“ Kui.Ai.iF. ; but we never Itad any opportunity of furveying them. 


Tlie END of the FIRST V O L U M E, 







Asi Hist ORICA L 

jAi C e O U N T 

■■■ / :':dr'r ;■% “ • 

BRiTISKt TRADE 

. ^ ^ py ^ ^ T H E ^ 

CASPIAN SEA: 

vv I T H A 

JOURNAL of TRAVELS 

FROM 

London through RUSSIA into Persia; and back diroiigh 

i RUSSIA, GERMANY and HOLLAND. 

which ' arc 

Tf'he fcvoytons of Persia during the prefent century, with the 

hiilory of the great olinyier kadIr kouli. “ 

.V o L.' -yMM 

,, , ,. 

Byvi 8 NAS,,iaANWAY,. Merchani|/ . ' " } •■ 






T O T H E 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

The LADY 

ELIZABETH GERMAIN. 


Madam, 

I Can with great truth aflijre your ladyship, that it is 
not without a mixture of wonder, that I reflect upon 
my publifhing this journal of travels ; to explain and il- 
liiftrate which, I have been coaftrained to enter into an hiilo- 
rical detail of our commerce over the Caspian lea. If 
any part of this wprk, lliouid be ufeful to the public, the 

a 2 merit 
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merit is not mine, but belongs properly to your ladyship, 
and to LORD and lady vere; in compliance with whole 
reqiicft, the traniient thoughts I had entertained on this liib- 
jed, were carried into execution. 

l^he firfl volume will Ihew, that I have not been con- 
tented with the bare office of an hiftorian : I have ven- 
tured to give my thoughts on perlbns and things ; which, 
according to the different fut^edts of my reflexions, often con- 
flitute me a moralift, and Ibmetimcs a politician. Upon the 
whole, this is a mifcellaneous work ; in the profecution of 
wliich, I am the more expofed to fall into thole inaccuracies 
which may tempt Ibme to criticize, who have not the can- 
dor to conflder, that I am an author by accident, and cannot 
be liiid to offend againft rules, witli which I do not pretend 
to be acquainted. 

What a man has leen, he leems to have a right to relate, 
if he conceives it to be of fuch a nature as may turn to the 
public advantage : but the common failing of private men, 
is to efteem the incidents of their own life, if tliere be any 
thing in tliem out of the common road, of greater conle- 
quence to the public than they really are. This opinion of 
our ’own fignificancy will however be corr(^6ted by the judge- 
inent of the public, to which I readily llibmit. 

• in 
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In performance of inch a nature as this, if either informa- 
tion or inflru<Etion refults from them, it is of a more extenfiye 
influence, than what arifos from the peruial of the a<9ions or 
fentiments of perfbns in a mpre exalted Iphere of life ; becaufe 
the number of thole who can be either informed or inft:ru<fted 
by the memoirs of eminent ftatcfmen or great captains, bears 
but a Imall proportion to the multitudes that may receive be- 
nefit from the obfervations of llich as have run through 
feenes, in which every commpit reader may poflibly become 
an adtor;. 


To infpire the mind of a reader with the defire of acting 
in a memner fuitable to the relation in which we Hand, to 
tlie great lord of nature, as well as to our fellow-creatures, 
appears to me the noblell objed: that an author can have 
in view. If by adhering to this principle, I have Ibmctimes 
given into religious, as well as moral reflexions, I hope it will 
not be thought, that I ftand in need of any laboured cx- 
cufe. Some indulgence is certainly due to the natural frame 
and conllitutions of men’s minds ; and whoet^er has run 
through dcUigers and luis experienced difficulties, will gra- 
dually contrad: Ibmcwhat of this lerious difpofition, how little 
foever he might have entertained of it before ; and there- 
fore, thole who at the firfl: peruial may diflike thele remarks, 
in. a future period of their lives, may difcover that fuch icJi- 

tilUCiltS 
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rimcnts merit a better reception. To be kind]'.' 
Hrfl fight is i^ery agreeable ; yet to be cflecivi'. 
dexioii is of die two, nioH: to be dcflrcd. 


receiv^ed at 
d upon re- 


To temper tliat lerioiificis which rcigii; rhroughoiit this 
book, it is requiiitc there ilioidd be a liiixture of otlier mat- 
ter ; for \vc fcldom piolit by writings that do not afford 
amiik'mcnt. Such a mixture there will be ir>und ; (ince my 
hjbjccl alib leads me to treat of many great events, which lor 
tlieir Giitrularitv ha/c the air of romance : fomc ot thofe ha\x* 
hitherto cfcaped notice, and others liavx' been v^ery confuiedly 
and impcrfc’ddy rcjirclented. Variety is the moll cfietdiinl 
method of plcaling; for the human mind having very dilie- 
rent faculties, is fttisfied in proportion as a fmaller or greater 
number of thcle arc matilicd. 

O 


There has been a general, and I doubt, too juft a fufpi- 
cion, tliat in pciining the ftory of their own travels, authors 
have fbmetimes fought to Iicighten the agreeablencfs of their 
relations, by deviating iioin, or magnifying the trutli. The 


lame notion carried a little farther, has produced ingenious 
ficlic-ns, iiifctpdbic of greater ornaments j and wdiich, thougli 
tlicy did not inform fb much, have plealed more. I dare 
aver, and it is my duty to aver, that there is nothing of that 
kind in thefe Qieets ; and therefore, how ftngular foever fbme 

pafiages 
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|)^kge8 appear, it will he andy juHioe to believe them 
htefally true, particularly with regard to what I relate fom 
my own knowledge ; and as to other fadis, as I have ‘been 
careful to avoid being impoled upon mylelf, lb I have en- 
deavoured to avoid becoming the inftrument of impofing 
fallehood upon others. 

It has been long a maxim with me, that a book fhould 
be the tme picture of the author’s mind : fuch with all its 
imperfections 1 am fure is this. The folly of writing, it it 
be one, is a folly I fhall never commit again ; and Jiav ing ta- 
ken this relblution, I have laid all that I have to conamuni-- 
cate to the public, 

Wliatever the fate of my endeavours may be, I lhall ftill 
hope for the continuance of your ladyship’s protection. 
If the ftrongeft . lenlc of gratitude ; if the moft profound 
veneration for the qualities you poflefs ; and more elpecially 
for that unwearied beneficence which is your peculiar cha- 
raCleriftic, ought to merit your efteem, I fh^ill always pre~ 
ferve a juft title to it. In faying this I commend mylelf, 
without paying half, the tribute that is due to your virtues, 
which are too great, and too numerous, to be concealed 
fiom the world, I conclude this long addrefi with the moft 
zealous wiQies, tliat providence may prolong tlie dircad of 

yom 



your life, to Idc blefKhg pdory a^d a 

fliining example to tfee great tuid happy. I am, with the 
moft lincere relpell. 


London, 
January, 1753. 


M A D A M, 


Your ladyship’s 


moft obliged, and 

nioft devoted 


fervant. 


Jonas Hanway. 



( ) 



CONTENTS 


OF THE 

SECOND V O L U M R 

PART I. 

The author’s return from Persia to Russia, with an hiilorica! account 
of the CASPIAN trade to the prohibition of it. 

Chap. 1 . M ' ^ HE author returns to Russia with a cargo of raw filk. A barge 
M fent up the Volga to astrachan with letters is plundered^ and 
the crew murdered, ^be author performs quar ant ain^ and goes to ASTRACtiAK. 

« page I 

II. The author leaves astrachan, and travels to MoscOy where he vifits the Bri- 
tish embaiJador. 6 

III. The author leaves mosco, and arrives at St. Petersburg. The manner in 

.which the emprefs of Russia travels. Moral reflexions on credulity and prejudices., 
ill relation to the conditSi of Mr. elton. 1 2 

IV. An account of the quantity and different forts of filk produced in the northern pro- 

vinces of PERSIA. Manner of ordering filk worms, and of buying filk in c M i- 
lan. 15 

V. The kinds of European goods which the Russians and Armenians vend in the 

northern provinces ^Persia, with a fuccintl account of the vRR^iA'si weights, 
meafures, and coins. * i <y 

VI. The ftate of persia in 1743 to in rc/peB to commerce, containing fcva al 

remarks on the trade of that country, as carried on by french, dutch, rus- 
siANs and ARMENIANS) wub a fuccinSi view of the revenues and military forces 
<»fPERSIA. 23 

Chap. 


VOL, II. 


b 



G o n *r E M T §. 


k 

Chap. ^he Russia iompmy endeavour to reconcile Mr. elton to ibo iourt of 
St. PETERSBURG. They urge him to leave pmsiA. Their letters upon this ocea- 
fiOH to lord 'T\p.Avn.ie.\, his majejly*s embajfador to Russian court-, as alfo 
to Air. ELTON. The Armenians intrigue to difpojfefs us of the Caspian trade. 

page 32 

VIII. Air. ELTON anfwer to lord tyrawley, and alfo to the committee of the Cas- 

pian traders. Remarks on his conduit, and that of the Russia company. The 
author's letter to john elton on this occafion. 36 

IX. The CASPIAN trade ohjlruited on Air. P.x.-xorCs accouttt. Alemcrial on this fuh^ 

jeSl to the British conful at St. Petersburg, in confequence of the g-rievances 
complained of by the m Persia. Nadir shah’.i decree detaining 

j. ELTON. 7 '/>^shah fends a commijfary into Russia with a cargo of raw f ilk. 
Tbc^p.ni%iiJhipsarefGl(ito merchants. 42 

X. /Ini lent trade to TV AKV.Y. Several faTories efahliflied in that coimtry. Manu-' 

faliories /« Languedoc. The enterprizing genius of the french, and the n- 
tneunt of their levant trade in 1720. Defence of the tvak.t.y company. Re^ 
marks on the Jilk imported from the Caspian, and alfo on bullion,^ 45 

XI. Enquiries concerning the levanT trade in 1744. The great advantage of it. 

The importance of our woollen manufactures. Further reafons for the decay of the 
LEVANT trade. The inter pejitien of the crown necejfaty. 53 

XII. ITeceffity of regulations i>; turkey. Companies effential to fame trades. The 

great benefits of the oriental trade. The jews refufed admittance into the tu rkey 
trade. A bill propofed for regulating the t.p.Y ast trade. 58 

XIII. Freflj difficulties with relation to the Caspian trade. The merchants petition 

bis majefly. The king's letter to shah nadir upon this occafion. The shah’j de~ 
cree in relation to ]onvi %i.TO^. 7 ^ 

XIV. RUS.SIAN court prohibits the briti.sh cahpxavi trade. The decree of the 

einprefs of Russia on this occafion. The author's remarks on the letters of the 
RUSSIAN conful, OK whkh the decree was founded. 74 

XV. Refiellicns on the foregoing tranfallions. Propofal made by the Russia company, 
to exchange the European in Persia for razq Jilk already in Russia. Dan~ 

ger of the company's effebls in persia. Letter upon the fame fubjell. The Bri- 
tish 



C O N T E N T S. xi 

TiSH tmbajfador obtain orders for a Jhip, to fecare the effeSs of the casmai; traders. 
Letter upon ibis oocafion from the faSiors in St. Petersburg to the favors in 
OHiLAN. page 82 

Chap. XVI. Confequences of nadir shah’j death, ^be favors in Persia plundered 
of 80,000 1 . Frejb diflurbances in Persia. Letter upon this fubjeSt from the 
faSlors w.oHiLAN to the faSlors in St. Petersburg. Anfwer to the above letter 
from the faSlors in ghilan to their employers in London. - 87 

XVII. The CASPIAN traders apply for bis majejly's letter to adil shah. The king's 
letter to that prince. Adil shah promifes rejlitutTon^ but is dethroned by his bro- 
ther IBRAHIM, letter from the factors in ghilan to the fatlors in St. Peters- 
burg, with a further account of the dijlrablion of the times. Elton ef capes affaf- 
fination, 

XVIII. The BRITISH favors in ghilan return home. Their letter upon this occajion. 
Ihey arrive at St. Petersburg. The whole amount of the Caspian trade from 
its firjt ejlabUjhment . 

XIX. ExtraSl of the author's letter to a friend.^ exhibiting a fummary view of the 
BRITISH CASPIAN trade from its firjl ejlablifbtnent \ with remarks on tbs beha- 
viour of the Russi.AN rcfdcnt and fubjeSfs to the British fablers in ghilan, on 
occafwn of the plunder. 102 


XX. Shms-ohh prevails over ibrahim. The king writes to sharokh shah. Dif- 

trabJions in persia. Act ef parliament to encourage the growth of filk in our am^z- 
■RicAft plantations. A large fupply of this commodity propofed from QH\n a. A£l 
for repealing the duties upon china raw filk. 105 

XXI. Petition of the VLVssr A compaijy to the parliament concerning pzvlssah filk-to 

be purchafed in RV&si A. Att obtained in confequence of this petition, llemarks oh 
this a£i. Reflexions on hulujiry end labour, and the pernicious confequences of idle- 
nefs. The fatal catafrophe of joun elton, which fmjhes the hijlery of the ca^ 
VI AN trade. 112 


PART 



xli C O N T E N T S. 

PART II. 

A fuccindt view of the British trade and factory, alfo of the 
RUSSIAN court at St. Petersburg. 

Chap. XXII. Remarks on the prof effion of a merchant in general. A fucdnSlview 
of the BRITISH factory and trade of St. Petersburg, laith refleStions on the want 
of indujlry. Of the coins y weight Sy and meafures in Russia. 

‘XXIII. SChe heads of fever al remarkable events in Russia. A flsort account of the 
city and court of St. Petersburg in general, alfo of fame of the gy'cat perfonages 
who compofe it. hflodern tajle of building in Russia. 129 

XXIV. A view of the revenues, number of inhabitants, taxes, military force, and 
genius of the foldiery in Russia. A fuccinbl account of the nature of the climate, 
alfo of the Jtoves, and kind of dr efs ufed in that country. 136 

'XXV. Several Jlories and private circumjtances relating to ip's.r'e.VL the crza-t. 141 

XXVI. The firft ejlahlijhing of the English fablory in Russia. The complaints of 
the merchants of gre.vp Britain, particularly the Russia traders, with refpctt to 
foreigners obtaining abls of naturalization, without a)^ intention of continuing in 
this kingdom. 151 

P A R T in. 

The author’s return through germanv and Holland to England. 

XXVII. The author leaves St. Petersburg in July 1750. A fuccinU view of the 
emprefs's palace at peterhoff, and the road to it. A particular account <^ cron- 
STADT, and the navy, A defcription of revel, and its trade, with re- 

fieblions on the interment of huntan bodies in churches. The author purfues bis voy- 
age to DiANXZIG. 166 

XXVllI. A remarkable occurrence at the mouth of Vistula. A Jhort account 
of DANTzio, particularly the great zvTHzviAti church, the arfenal, and fortifi- 
cation. Reflexions on the conduX of count Munich at dantzig. »73 

XXIX. A general view of the trade of dantzio. T^e nature of their imports and 
exports. An account of the coins, weights and meafures in ufe in that city. 17® 

Chap. 



CONTENTS. 




Xill 


Chap. XXX. 'The author leaves dantzig, and travels through pomerakia to 

BERLIN. 

XXXI. The author arrives at berli.n. Great preparations for amufement. Seve- 

ral learned men at the Prussian court. A Jhort account of the palace. The king's 
library and cabinet of curiojities. Romish chapel. Palace of mon bijoux, (^c. 

183 

XXXII. RefleSlions on courting the acquaitance of the great. Remarks on the con- 
duit of ENGLISH travellers abroad. Some account of field-tnarjhal vir-nu. A port 
defcription of the city of Berlin. The number.^ indufiry^ and temper of the inhabi- 
tants. Their coins, exchange, i^c. i go 

XXXIII. Refiellions on the charaller of princes. Early genius of the king of Prus- 
sia, A general view of his difpofttion. A defcription of his perfon, and manner of 
life. Some familiar /lories relating to him. His great tafte and delight in mujic. 

196 

XXXIV. A Jhort defcription of the palaces of ch arlottenburg potsdam. 
Of the guards, number of /^(.'Prussian troops, their arms, cloatlnng, 

excrcfe, and pay-, with a view of the Prussian revenues. 206 


XXXV. Defcription of fiAKS souci. Apart account of the manufaHory, academy, 
and <// WITT ENBURG. Diftref'es in saxony, occajioned by the multipUcily 

of deer. The author arrives at Dresden. A ftjort account of that city, and 
its trade. Ntanber of inhabitants, foldiery, ejlabltfljtd religion, romish chapel. 
Some particulars concerning the king of vvt.v^%iA after his victories in saxo- 
ny. 213 


XXXVI. A fuecinfl account of the curiojities in Dresden in eight apartments of the 
GRi/NE GEwoLBE, and the tvAve cbambcfs cf /fc kuntskammar. Solomon’s 
temple. King's gallery of pillures. 77 .;^ Chinese palace, and the quantity of porce- 
lain contained in it. Of the saxon porcelain in general. 221 

XXXVII. Remarks on the government in saxony. A port account of count 
bruhl*.v great 'ivealib, voardrebe, gallery cf pictures, S£c. Of the king's gardens. 
Expences of ike court. National debt, taxes, and revenues of saxonv. A pjcrt 
account of St, hobertsburo. Of the trade, inhabitants, churches, &c. in 
LEIPZIG. 229 


VOL. u. 


Chap, 


c 



xiv 


C O N T E N T S. 

Chap. XXXVIII. A fljort account of the inhabitants and revenues of AmiXir km- 

, THEN, ANHALT DESSAU, BINBURG «»^/zERBST. A fuCCinU view of MAGDE- 
BURG and woLFENBUTTEL. Of the revenues and forces of the court of brunswic, 

■ tvith a view of the ducal palace and gallery of pictures at saltsdalen. page 239 

XXXIX. The author purfucs his journey to the electorate of haNover. A brief ac- 
count of the city of hanover, its palace.^ Jlabksy inhabitants. Of the revenues^ 
foldiery, (Ac. Reflections on court language, A floor t account of the palace and gar- 
den of miLzanAVSY-n . 247 

XL. A duel fought between two of the king's Hanoverian fubjeCls. Reflections on 
duelling. '^55 

't^XAcFurther reflections on duellings with the cafes of a detnand to draWy the lie giveUf 
or a blow received^ with the conduct of a reafonable man of honour in an appeal to 
national jufiice, 264 

XLII. A Port account of zell, the adjacent country y end the paffage of the ztBZ. 
Ohfervations on the bojpitality cf the British factory in hambu rg, %vith Jonie re- 
flections on the flacratnent. Of the body corporate of that factory. Of the heufes, 
inhabitants, government, military force, fortification, territories and trade of Ham- 
burg. A port account of AhT an A. 2yi 

XLIII. The author departs from Hamburg. A floori account of the trade, inhabi- 
tants, and dome church of zuzuiia. He continues his jounuy through ssz'svvua- 
LIA, 2S3 

XLIV. Ohfervations at almello, daventer, (Ac. ReflcSlions on the produce of 
tobacco. A port account of AuzB^tOKT and HA Aicnfu. 287 

XLV. RefieCiions on the commercial genius of the dutch. A brief defeription of 
AMSTERDAM. Of the dykes in Holland. Of the taxes and revenues of the uni- 
ted provinces compared with thofe <j/great Britain. 291 

An account of the trade of the united provinoes. A fljort defeription of 
the Jiadt houfe. Ohfervations on the bank of amsiperdam, compared with that 

of LON DON. 299 

XLVII. Comparifon of the debt of the united provinces with that of gre at BRi- 
The fuuation of British fttbjefls in regard to their debt. The reduhlion of 

.■^mtlonalinterejl. Moral refiehlions on the motives to oeconomy, 3 °^ 

f Chap. 



XV 


C O N T E N T S. 

Chap. XLVIII, A defcripHon of haerlem. Reflexions on retirement in advanced age. 
Of EEYDEN and theHkGVE. A brief account of the houfe of orange, page 322 

XLIX. A general account pf the commerce and caufe of riches^ as alfo of the air^ foiU 
(^c. of the UNITED PROVINCES. Of the gcuius and manners of the dutch, their 
parcimony'y cloathing% women., i^c. 331 

L. Of the prefent Jituation of the dutch, a)td their partiality to France. Tbcirpre- 
vailing opinions with regard to GRz AT Bv.nAivi. 337 

LI. ’The author leaves the hacue. A defcription of delft. Of Rotterdam, 
its trade, and the British factory eftablijhed there, A Jbort account of helvoet, 
and the prefent low ftatc of the dutch navy. 344 

PART IV. 

Moral and political remarks in relation to great Britain. 

l.,ll. Reflexions on the ufe of travelling. The difficulty of taking up a polilkal faith. 
Thoughts on public love in a free ftatc. Irreligion the ordinary fource of national 
calamities. 349 

LIll. The prevalency of example. The great riches and advantages which this {(land 
enjeys. A militia proper es the guard of tbefc national bkfflngs. 36 ^ : 


ERRATA omitted in the first volume. 


p Age XU, line iS, for Thtis, rc.^id Th'S. p. i?. 1 . 30. one of, r. in one cf. p. i.v. L .v-., d: h* WGiili h;-ve. p. ri;. 1 . 

7.0. me, hv*<!j f. me h:*. had. p 5 ;o. K 1. dele: fc-Ten. y, !«;o. intend. j-t, r, inrudid. p. Z'S. 4, d^{c to, 

p 236', 1. 20, juin, r. join, p, jrg. I. r. iogcnuoui’nefr.. p. *7^, K i’, point d, r. p -in td. p. 11^, 

1 . 15. rotund t. rotund 13. p. 50^?. l« 1. well, r. as well, p, 511. 1. fijiu ntf,, r, fjj;rhting. p. 3 if. 1. 3. Idt, i** 
p. 324 . 1 . 6. this, r. the. p. 38 -". 1. 14. 2 ox:oastfji, r. xOROASTy.R. p. 38^. h ootb*, r. jhI to be. 


E R R A T A to the SECOND VOLUME. 




Exj^l^atibii of the Copper-Plates in this Work. 


. 'Vot. I. - - 

JVontifpicce to title* page, bitiTANKiA and 
PERSIA holding up a map of the routs 
i’lOm LONDON to PERSIA. 

The arms of the RUSSIA company, emblc- 
mifed, to dedication. 

A map of part of independent ta;%arv, ; 
Galled;;3^;.p R e N b u R G und^f-'^ 




Ditto of foin«^ro^|(ic^ 4 i 6 's'i^ t4;' 

Ditto 

tiw mining i:%tBv* snd bqkbaba 

a MS, Ate. 

E R. - 

Ditto of lbs author's routs from London as 
far as z A R I T z E N . 71 

The great bell at mosco. 93 

P^Ianner of executing the Russia n pirates 
on f/!? VOLGA, ICO 

Map of tl'.c CASPIAN fea from an accurate 
rnanufeript. 130 

Ditto of the great river Volga and its feve- 
lal branches, from the Russian farvey 
publiflicd ia 1745. 141 

Astrabad bay in the fouth- call corner of 
the CASPIAN. 164 

The author plundered by the khajars at 

ASTRABAD. I92 

A particular incident relating to the author's 
retreat before the r u r k 0 m a n s. 206 
The barbarous execution of the rebel* gover- 
nor of BALFRUSH. 282 

A view of the piramid of human heads near 
ASTRABAD. 

The author's reception at astrabad after 
the rebellion. 296 

Manner of executing malefa£lor$ in per- 

SI A. ^0^ 

Reprefentation of a particular incident of the 
fuperftifion of the Persians. 309 

A map#f of the Russian embaf- 

baffy to PERSIA in 1746, with fevcral 
j-Wts round the Caspian fea, and to 
lED, from an accurate ms. 345 


Vot. II. 

Frontifpicce totit!e*page, of wifdom and youth. 
The arms of the R. H. tlie Lady E. Germain, 
emblcrnifed, to the dedication. 
Reprefentation pf the r ussi AN foldiers mur- 
dered by the icHALMUCks on the Vol- 
ga. page I 

The manner in which the empreft of Rus- 
six travels in the winter. 12 

Portrait of the prefent emprefs of Russia. 
- - ' ■ 131 

Ditto of great 132 

iijftt& of PETRk "the QRBAf . I4I 

Reprefentation of the equeilrian ftatue of F;R e- 
DERICK the GREAT in BERxMi 183 
Ditto of the arfenal at b e r l 1 n . 1 86 

Ditto the famous chapel built by the roman 
catholics at Berlin, 18*; 

Ditto of the opera-houfe built by his prefent 
PRUSSIAN majefty, 188 

Ditto the king of Prussia on horfeback. 

198 

Emblematical defeription of a duel. 253 
Reprefentation of the ftadt-houfe in Am- 
sterdam. 303 

Emblematical defeription of the ftate of 
GREAT BTiTAiN wilh regard to her 
debt. 308 

Portrait of tlie prince of oranof. from a 
painting in 1750. 327 

voL. iir. 

fVontifpiece to ticlc-pa^ie, of hussein king 
of PERSIA delivering his diadem to mir 
MAGHMUD the AFGHAN ufurpcr ill 
1722. 

Arms of tbe^R. M. the Lord Anfon, emble- 
mifed, to dedication. 

A general map of Persia and India, with 
part of TURKEY, with the material 
ces mentioned in the revolutions* page r . 

VoL. IV. 

Frontifpiece to title-page, of najOIr shah 
on horfeback, with hid proper chara<a«riftics. 
The arms of the R. H the Earl of Hyhdfbfd, 
embkmiilld, to dedication. 




part I. 

THE 

AUTHOR’S RET UR N 

from 

PERSIA TO RUSSIA, 

WITH 

An hiftoncal account of the Caspian trade, to the prohi- 
bition of it. 


CHAP. I. 

rbe ^tbor rctm-m to Rtssi^ ■wM « cargo of raw fM. A barge let ut, 
4 deed, rbe autbor perform, quarantaia, aud got, up to ast* acha.v. 

I rcrtln rf ^ “P'’“ “ “ Si''<= =■ 

-nodern a„d au- 

Voi.» Jl! ' by my own experience. Having alfo given 

.' * .■■ A ' ' 'a par- 


2 THE AUTHOR RETURNS TO RUSSIA. Parti. 

a particular account of my own adventures and obfervations in Persia, I 
now prepare to leave that country. 

On the 1 3th of September, 1744, I left reshd, andarrivedatPER- 
RY BAZAR , intending to depart for astrachan. Here we embarked 
in a flat bottomed Persian boat, to go down the canal formed by the in- 
roads of the fea : the reeds through which we pafled fent forth an un - 
o-rateful fl:ench. The land bank on the bar of enzellee is often lliift- 
eel by the north winds, wdiich ufiially create a great fiirge, and render it 
difficult to get off the fliore. In about five hours we reached the penin- 
fula of ENZELLEE, whcrc the Russian conful bakoonin, and leveral 
merchants of that nation had taken up their lodgings in tents, for the con- 
venience of the pure air, and for the eafler communication with their 
fliips. 1 vifited the conful, and defiretl, as there was no plague or epi- 
demical diftemper in <5hjlan, that he w'^ould grant a bill of health for 
captain woodrooee's crew and paflengcrs. Upon which he required 
me to fend on ffiore ttvo of our Russian feamen, wlp wanted to leave 
the ffiip, though we could not conveniently navigate her without them : 
as I knew that he Iiad given countenance to thefe mutinous fellows, I 
defired to be excufed. He then demanded in very imperious terms, if 
I acknowledged him as her imperial majefty’s conful. I anfwered in the 
affirmative, and that otherwife I fliould not have applied to him for a 
bill of health. “ As fuch then, replied he, I demand the two Russian 
“ fubjeds;” Upon this occafion he took the liberty to tell me with fome 
warmth, that I oppofed his meafurcs, and had beert continually intriguing 
fince I came into Persia. 'What he meant 1 know not, nor do I believe 
he knew his own meaning ; this I know, that he was too much an ene- 
my of our trade, to relifli ray endeavours to ellablifh it. If moderate 
prefents and a decent deportment could have otade him our friend, the 
fadors either in ghilan, or in St. Petersburg, were not wanting in 
this refped ; but he feemed determined to oppofe our interefls. I con- 
tented myfclf with laughing in his Jface, in return for this vague and idle 
accufation, but as he gave his word of honour, that the men fhould rev 
turn ji^ board according to their engagement to ferve the ihip, I corifent- 
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cd to their coming aftiore ; we parted in a civil manner, and upon his 
giving us a bill of health, I went on board. 

Though the fuccefs which we had at astrabad, was no more than ah 
effect of what has been always confidered as one of the antient laws and 
cuftoms of PERSIA } yet in the diftrefled ftate of that country, had it not 
been for elton’s connexions, and the shah’s pride in appearing fuperior 
to thefc rebellions, we might not have had fuch good fortune. The whole 
fum hitherto recovered, was faithfully invefted in raw filk, which after fo 
many perils, 1 had now the fatlsfadion to fee fafe on board j upon whicli 
we departed. 

The 29th of September, after a paffage of 13 days, we came to anchor 
at YERKiK : here we were vifited by the commander of the guardfhip, 
who informed us, that if we had any other goods on board but fuch as 
were of the produce of ghilan, and did not declare them, the law 
made it death to the offender, befidcs burning the fliip and cargo. Mr. 
BAKOONiN, the RUSSIAN conful, had reprefented to the governor of as- 
trachan, that there was a plague at gasman, from whence manufadu- 
red PERSIAN goods were wont to be brought into Russia. The com- 
mander having required us to come on fliore, we went to a fmall unin- 
habited illand, on the caft fide of the entrance of the Volga. A fire be- 
ing made, tlie furgeon and his attendants took the windward of us, and 
desnanded to fee our bread , as is ufual in fuch cafes; an.i after he was 
fitisfied that w'c had no infedion, our letters were delivered to him, be- 
ing firft dipped in vinegar, and dried in the fmouk. The next day the 
commander fent for the captain and myfelf to come on fliore, on the lame 
ifland, where we were a fecond time interrogated if we had any cashan 
goods on board, and by virtue of an order he had received for that pur- 
pofe, required of us to declare in writing in what places we had been 
lince we left Russia. 

The ifl. of 0<fi:ober, vye found the water fall from 12 to 9 I feet, lb 
that W'C lay near the ground *, but tlic danger was not great, hecaufe the 
winds, which create a fwell, raifed tlie water alfo. On die 2d, the wind 

A 2 lilew 
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blew fo hard atfonth Vvcd, that the Russian' fliip which departed from 
GHILAN in our company, having- Iplt her Iheet anchor, was driven on 
fhore at chrtirie bOgcrie, and in no fmall danger of being plun- 
dered by the kiialmucks. After we had waited here with impatience 
till the 1 rth of Odlober, in very cold and difagrceable weather, without 
any fupplies of frefh provilion ; a llgnal was at length made by the guard- 
Hiip, for us to come on board. Here we liad the mortification to learn, that 
we were ordered to perform a tpiarantain of lix weeks on an unin!}ahited 
idand, a little to the calfward 3 but it was imjKjliible for us to execute this 
order, in ail its parts, as there was not futficient water for our fiiip bv two 
feet. However, the news which aftlided us moll w-ns, tiie iofs of all our 
letters, difpatches, and pafTports, with the livc.s of twelve fokhers. : for one 
of the empress’s boats which was font up eleven days before, had been 
attacked on the way by the icii aeiviu cks, and the whole crew mur- 
dered. Upon tills two boats well armed were fent up the river in fearch 
of thefe barbarians who Inid committed this outrage. At length on the 
16th, I received letters from the English agent in astr achan', acquaint- 
ing me that captain woodroofe’s ihip and crew were ordered to j'erform 
a quarantain of twelve weeks inflcad of fix, and that neither the ihipi nor 
myfelf would be permitted to return to Persia in quarantain. The whole 
fecret of the affair was, that her imperial majerty’s mlniftcrs finding that 
Mr. ELTON was deeply engaged in projects, which tliey conlidcrcd as 
detrimental to the Russian empire, had given orders to the governor of 
ASTRACHAN, not op.ly to prevent any goods going to the confignment of 
Mr ELTON ; which was naturally confidered as a prelude to the total pro- 
hibition of the trade? hut alfo to detain the two British fhips as foon as- 
ihey n-iodld arrive. However, fix weeks quarantain v/ould anfw'er the pur- 
pofe asAvell as a longer time, and in the ifliie it was reduced to that period. 

The governor of astrachan, apprehending that I might have fome- 
thingto communicate to him, permitted me to come to the city, on con- 
dition of remaining a week longer in quarantain, detached from the 
crew, and without bringing with me the leaft part of my deaths or bag- 
gage. Having therefore given the neceffary orders for landing the filk> 
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the 20th I went up a little branch of the volga, and landed on the ifland 
CARAZA, now appointed for quarantain, where we found fcveral ware- 
houfcs aud-habitations, with a command of thirty foldiers. Here lodg- 
ings were a]>pointed for me in a houfe detached from the crew, and the 
other paifengers. The Russian feamen were now become fo mutinous, 
that the mailer was obliged to put them on fhore. 


M / quarantain being expired, on the 26th the governor of astraciian 
fent me his barge rowed by twelve granadiers, with fome of his own 
deaths, f< 5 !' I '.vas required to drip myfelf entirely naked in the open air • 
and pais through tlic unplcafant ceremony of having a large pail of warm 
water thrown upon me. Having gone through this difcipline, I embarked 
for AS i'itAcii AN. The voi.ga about this place falls into a multiplicity cT 
chamieh; ; and as the weather was hazy, it was with difficuky we found 
our way ir.to the great dream. Wc were foon informcil, that four boats 


of KUAL^u■'CiC robbers were in the river; fo that felf-prciervation called 
on us to be on our nuaril. In the wav we fell iir with a command of iol- 
diers fcarching the creeks lor thel'e barbarians. In the c\ ening wc got to 
the noted ddiery of lavrin'i’ie iwannich, where wc reded. ‘ Here I 
obferved very large dogs, like englist? madiffs, hut Jioc fo fierce; alfo 
immenfe quantiticvS of ddi, which arc prepared with OJt., and laid up in 
large piles. 


The 27th, we arrived fafe in astrachan, where I received ivnforma- 
tion of what had pad'e 1 in London and St. Petersburg, for leveral 
months before, in relation to eli’on and our unhappy Caspian trade. 
The next day I wailed on tire governor, wltofe behaviour was now very 
different from what it had been twelve months before. He was referved 
upon the article of our trade in general, though very inqiiifuivc concern- 
ing ELTON. , 1 took nodee to him, that I found myfelf in feme difgrace 
in RUSSIA, on account of my fuppofed connexion with. } lton ; though, 
in rcalit' , we were entirely lcpar.ited, his purfuks aral mine being of a 
very different nature. It was plain from his difeourfe, that he thought 
this feparation was political only ; but he was too polite to tell me lo in 
exprefs terms. I did not appear before him with an empty hand, yet 
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his behaviour vvas hardly within the limits of civility. The reproach 
which I prefume he was under for indulging us, had now changed his 
condu<ft in fuch a manner, as if it had been criminal to appear an advo- 
cate for our trade. This was the lit nation of our commerce on the Cas- 
pian fide, whim the traders at home were at fome lofs, to whom they 
iliould now confign a large quantity of woollen goods laid up in this place, 
elpecially as the market in ghilan was glutted. 

I pafled my hours very difagreeably, being for the fecond time fince I 
left St. PETERSBURG, fcparatcd from all my cloaths, fervants, and con- 
vcniencies of life, and detained in a civil quarantain j for I was not per- 
mitted to depart for St. Petersburg, till the fix weeks were expired. 
This place afforded no amufement ; nor had I any inclination to read, 
my thoughts being too much taken up, or rather perplexed with the un- 
happy lituation of our commerce. During my abode in astrachan, I 
had a remarkable proof of the nature of military governments. None 
of tJie RUSSIAN merchants wear fwords, except thofe who are immedi- 
ately employed by the crown, in fome particular oflice ; nor are they en- 
titled to military rank. This diffindlion I experienced ; for on the fame 
fpot on vvdnch I happened to be infultcd, when I woi*e no ffvord, foon 
after this accident the miftaken compliments of the military honours were 
beftowed upon me by the guaid, for no other reafon than being armed 
with this weapon. 


CHAP. 11. 

T/v author leaves astrachan, and travels to mosco, vobere he vifils the 

BRITISH Cfnhafjador. 

T he 2 2 d of November, I obtained permiflTon to depart for St. Pe- 
tersburg. The VOLGA was covered with floating ice, infomuch 
that no boatmen would undertake to carry me to zaritzen j therefore 
I refolved to travel by land on the w^eftern banjes of that river. As I 
had with me but two fervants, 1 ?.<u>ughc it neceflfary to join a caravan, 
the 1CHALMUCK.S having lately committed fevefal murders on that roadi 

Upon 
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Upon enquiry, I was informed that bogdanopf the fecretary of the (alt- 
oftiee at astraciian, and feveral Russian merchants, under the con- 
voy of five coflacks, were then ready for departure. I embraced the op- 
portunity of their company, and crofled the volga. 

The 23d, we lofl our way for fbme hours, the defert being full of hills, 
and in many places very fandy . T owards the evening, the Russians pitched 
their tartar kabitkas®; I preferred fleeping in my waggon, where 
J was better flickered from the injuries of the weather. The next day we 
travelled about 30 werfts in a fandy road, without feeing any objedt, but 
a wide extended plain. At night we procured a fupply of wood and hay, 
fioin a filhery on the volga ; we alfo received the agreeable news, that 
a boat loaded with provHions, which my fellow travellers had ordered to 
be fent after them from astrachan, happily found a paflage through 
the ice, and was come near our encampment. I obferved here many 
Imman fculls, as if the place had been a field of battle ; for the kiial- 
MUCKS always leave their dead uninterred. Upon examining feveral of 
thefe fculls, I could not difeover any futures, which I imagined were ne- 
cefiary for the functions of animal life In winter thefe wandering 
TARTARS fly from the rigors of the cold, to the fouthern extremity of 
their wild dominions. 

7'hc 25thj the road continued fandy, fo that we could not travel above 
30 werfts in a day. On the 26th, ive arrived at the fortification called 
ENATAFFSKi KREPOST, 1 20 wcrfts from AST R A cii AN' : here Is a vil- 
lage in which two regiments of infantry, and one of dragoons were quar- 
tered. The fortification confifts of a deep ditch, fecured with a breaft- 
work, and well provided with artillery. Though this fettlement had been 
made only the fumracr before, yet it w'as well fupplied w ith the necelTa- 
ries of life, and from its fituation promifed great improvement. It ftands 
on an eminence, about half a werft from the volga, a fmall branch of 
wdiich runs into the valley juft: below it, and forms a peninfula 3 the adja- 
cent country is well wooded, and the foil rich. Thefe fettlemcnts arc of 

* Tents# ^ The learned in furgery TCpqrt, that the futures in fonic j -articular perfonSi are 

hy age or accident obliterated j but they doubt if tJiere is any race of men wicheut futures. 

great 
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great advantage to the Russian empire, for at the fame time as tliey awe 
the TARTARS, and prevent their incurfions, they open a trade with them 
for flieep and hories j and in fome places for richer commodities. 

The 27th, we proceeded fifteen werfts to another krepost, where 
we took a fupply of wood and water, intending to travel in the night. 
On the 28th, the weather grew more fevere, and the fnow made 
wheel carriages very laborious, particularly to the hoi*fes in our tar- 
tar cart, which was loaded with tents and provifions. The next day 
we met a large caravan going to astrachan, which informed us that 
five perfons were mifling in zaritzen and chernoyare, and as a 
bloody fhirt had been found on the way, it was concluded they were mur- 
dered. Upon this we gave orders to our coflacks, to keep a flri<fl:er watch 
than ufual. Some of the company who had been impatient to proceed 
forwards, and intended to leave us, now thought it improper to feparate 
from the caravan. The 30th, we arrived at chernoyare, where I 
had flopped in coming down the volga the year before. Near this 
place, the khalmuck prince, and his flying court, were ufed to refide. 
Large polls v/ere fet up at certain diftances on the adjacent plains, on 
which they intended to hang out fignals, in cafe of an incurfion of any 
great bodies of the tartars } by this means they might communicate 
the alarm from one fortification to another. Oppofite to this place is a 
rich mine of rock fait, which contributes largely to the revenues of the 
empire. Tlie volga was now full of floating ice, which rendered the 
paflage of it impra(Slicable, and cut off the communication with as- 

TRACHAN. 

On the ifl; of December, our company divided, on which occafion I 
prelcn . d the party that intended to make the moft difpatch j this day_^ 
we travelled 70 werfts. The 2d, we found a Russian waggon, and the 
harnefles of fcvcral horfes belonging to the five perfons who had been 
realiy inurdereil. Wc travelled the fame diftance as yeflerday, and tlie 
day foliovfing we an-ived at ZARITZEN. ’ » 

As the fnow now rendered the roads imprafticable for wheel carri- 
ages, I fet my waggon on a fledge. During my Ray here, I dirtfed with 

the 
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the lecretary, who a<fted as fub-governor of the place. He prelcnted his 
wife to the company, who faluted her according to cuftom. She then 
offered a falver with fmall iilver cups ' of brandy, which was repeated, 
after dinner, but fhe did not fit with us at table. I was not more ama-* 
zed at the profufion of meats than at the badnefs of the cookery : The 
quantity of beer, quafii and bad wine which my companions fwallowed, 
was alio prodigious^ but it was a feaft of friendfiiip, , and the intent of it 
to reconcile the astrachan fecretary and one of the principal merchants 
of that city who had quarrelled : Their healths being drunk, the mafter 
of the houfe obliged them to kifs each other. They were then faluted 
by all the company in the fame manner} and, to conipleat the farce, they 
immediately reproached each other for pafl: injuries. 

On the 6th, I took my leave of my Russian friends, and departed 
from ZARITZEN, attended by two fervants. We travelled 30 werfts to 
a village under the lines of communication from the volga to the don, 
Tlie 7th, the cold weather increafed fo much, that the froft feized very 
ftrong wine which v/as under my feather bed. We travelled about 30 
werfts to CAS HAL JEN A, fituatcd on the don : The inhabitants here are 
a mixture of russi.ans and Circassians; they are poor but bleifed 
with liberty, having a hetman independent of the government of za- 
RiTZEN. In four days more we had travelled only 220 werfts from ca- 
SHALiENA, and not without lofing our way fevcral times, the fnow be- 
ing yet untrodden. It often happens, particularly on the yaeik step, 
that paifengers who do not provide a compafs, lofc their way and pcrifti. 
The winds now blew hard and exceillve cold, fo that our carriers could 
not face it, but were more than once obliged to halt. 

The 1 2th, we reached michaelove. Tins place is the grand mart 
of the COSSACK towns* They hold their fair in January, when the 
merchants of cas an bring woollen and other manufactures, for which 
the COSSACKS exchange tlie furs of foxes, taken near the don. The 

next day we travelled to novochoperskaja, the Russian barrier on 

♦ 

. * them CHARi[;A. * A fcecic* of fmall beer, being a fecond preparation of it 

boiled up. 

VoL. II. B the 
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the river chcper, ^hd from thence we proceeded 6o werils. In the 
evcaiirtg we ftopt at brusano, where the inhabitants informed us that 
a band of rebbers had broken into two houfes the night before, and plun- 
dered them j they had moreover tortured the peafants, by putting fire 
between their fingers to oblige them to deliver their money. Thefe rob- 
bers had taken the road to TAMBovEj and were fo clofely purfued, 
that we found hams and other provifions which they had dropped in 
their flight. 

The 14th, we travelled 40 werfts, and arrived at a poll hut on the 
delcrt, where wc met the khalmuck embalTador, attended by feveral 
RUSSIAN officers returning from mosco, whither he and his retinue go 
yearly to eat wholfome food, and obtain the prefent of a coat. From 
thence we proceeded to kusminka, and the 1 5th we reached the city of 
TAMBOVE, lituated on the river sna. The next day proceeding 80 werfis 
we arrived at koslove : this is a large city, but all the houfes are of wood, 
and make a very mean appearance. Here is a monaftcry where the monks 
maintain themfelves chiefly by their own labour, and are confequcntly no 
great burtlien to the foeiety. The 17th, we arrived at oranienburg, 
a fort 60 werfts from koslove, built by the once famous prince menzi- 
KOFF, who had the grant of a certain duty on the merchandize which 
is carried this way : In this place ftate prifoners are fometimes confined. 

The 1 8th, we advanced 40 werfts, palling through mmy villages fur- 
rounded with arable lands, and well watered. The woods which the 
eye every way meets at certain diftances, contribute much to beautify 
the profpe<ft:j but this was no fealbn for rural pleafures. The 20th, 
thefe two days we travelled about 150 werfts. Upon the road we had 
frequent opportunities of obferving in what manner the peafants render 
their houfes habitable in cold weather. As few* of them have any chim- 
:neys, the frnoak of their ftoves is carried out through the windows j but 
this method leaves fo thick a doud, that ’tis impoffible to breathe above 
two or three feet from the floor till the wood is burnt to alhes ; and 
confequcntly thofe who would not be fuffocated muft: crawl in upon their 
hands. The 21ft, we arrived at kholvmna^ anantienC city, of which 

I have 



Chap. U JOURNEY FROM ASTRACHAN TO MOSGO. ir 

I have already made mention in my j^rney to Persia. This being the 
feafon that the peafants fend their tributes to their lords, the roads were 
crowded with carts loaded with provifions of every kind. 

The 2 ad, we arrived in mosco, where I was very kindly received by 
Mr. JOHN TAMESz. Here I received letters acquainting me with the 
death of a relation, by which I reaped certain pecuniary advantages, , 
much exceeding any I could expe<fl: from my engagement in the Caspi- 
an affairs: providence was thus indulgent to me, as if it meant to re- 
ward me for the fincerlty of my endeavours. 

Lord TYRAWLEY, the BRITISH embaffador, was preparing to fet out 
the next day for St. Petersburg, the court being already gone for that 
place feme few days before. My lord had laboured to reconcile the rus- 
SJAN court to Mr. eeton, his condudl having been reprefented as lub- 
forvient to the intereft of the trade. The fleady oppofition of the court 
liad however obliged the Russia company to a fubmiffion, and the em- 
baflador referred the matter to Mr. wolff, who was at this time ap- 
pointed his majcfly’s conful at St. Petersburg. I tlionght it my duty 
to wait on his lordfliip on this occa/ion, but his licaring being at that time 
impaired by a cold, as was niy voice with the fame dillemperi this con- 
ference, the only one I ever had with his lordfhip, was veiy fliort. 


B 2 
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ir;6^ author leaves mosco and arrives at St. Petersburg. The manner 
in which the empress of Russia travels. Moral reflexions on credulity 
and prejudices t in relation to the conduB of Mr. elton. 

T he kindnefs of Mr. tamesz, and my own indifpofition, enjya- 
ged me to flay in mosco till the 28th of December. I had in the 
interim provided a light Hedge, being determined to travel poll, to avoid 
the delays I had fuftered in coming from zaritzen, * 

The great duke was now taken ill on the road with the fmall pox, fo 
that great part of the court remained at catillowa, and the horfes 
being kept for their ufe, I was obliged to travel with the fame cattle two 
or three ftages together. Nothing can be accommodated more for 'eafe 
and difpatch than travelling in fledges in frofly weather, when the fnow 
is well trodtlen : As a proof of this, I may rnention, that I flept with- 
out waking whilft I was carried 1 00 werfts The whole road was now 
marked out with young fir-trees let in the fnow» on both fides, at the dif- 
tance of about 20 yards ; the confumption on thefe occafions, at a mo- 
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Sitwere 

which contains: 
perfons may t^ke- 

chinci-^i^'l^^lipi^^ij^i^^itawn by 24 

fail on the rba^pt^iii^ to fupply their place. She is generally 

three dayf ;|^<^jparee^^n on the way. There are feveral ipiall pa- 
laces 'bri .fto^ . to ' ^efreCh ' herfctf. | P|;t er 

the GfeB® o||e made the Jdiithe^ ^ 46 l»>urs^ b^g 

488 ENGLiStt=iiiles} but it may be e^^ty inaagined this prince’s carriage 
was of a very different kind from that of the empress, his daughter. 


Early on the iff of January 4745, I arrived in St. Petersburg, hav- 
ing perfonned the journey from mosco in about three days and a half. I 
had been abfent 4 year and 1 6 weeks, in which time I had travelled about 
4000 ENGLISH miles by land, through a variety of adventures and ac- 
cidents, not indeed the moft perilous, yet fuch as loudly called for a 
grateful acknowledgement of the goodnefs of providence. 


I have already made feme reflerffions ^ on Mr. elton’s breach with 
me, at a time when I neither did, nor intended him any harm ; on the 
contrary, that we might finilh wdth him in an amicable manner, I offered 
him a fumof 10,000 crow'ns, in lieu of feveral demands, which how^ever 
appeared to me to have very little foundation in jufticc. The circum- 
Itanccs I now was under, revived the remembrance of this incident. 
Tho’ the quarrels of private perfons feldom deferve a place in public re- 
lations, yet they fometimes ferve as leffbns of inftrudbibn, inafmuch as 
vve learn from them how men are tranfported by their relentmcnts, or 
how moderated by a lovii of juftice and charity. What I have faid agalnff: 
Mr. ELTON, I hope my reader will impute to the love of juffice, the 
defire of fclf-vindication, and my impartial regard to hiftorical truth ; 
ihough I muff confefs it is next to impoflible for a man to anfwcr for his 
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own heart, as to thofe mixtures of malignity which fecm to be infcpc- 
rable from human nature. 

Mr. ELTON was jealous of the reports I might make eoncerning his 
engagement and other connexions : In order to invalidate thefe, in cafe 
I fhouid reprefent things in an unfivourable light for him, he ftrove to 
prevent my obtaining in Russia the juftice he had arbitrarily withheld 
from me in peesia. I had now the mortification in St. Petersburg 
to find feveral perlbns, who, to ufe no harlher exprefiion, were become 
my opponents, becaule they imagined it to be their intereft. Few mens 
hearts are fo corrupt as to offend in a cafe of this nature, with their eyes 
open, yet things always appear to fbme of the colour, in which the me- 
dium of their intereft reprefents them. 

Men who aft upon principles of honour, and with a zeal for the intcr- 
eft they efpoufe, very often flatter thcmfelves into a fecurity founded in 
the confeioulhefs of their own innocence : their confidence is thus apt to 
create a contempt of flilfehood, however artfully difguifed under the ap- 
pearance of truth ; and they are from the very frame of their minds, ex- 
pofed to be wounded by the arts of malice ; thefe being weapons tliey 
never ufe j and confcqucntly do not always learn how to guard againfl 
them. A plaintive flrain is alfo as ill calculated to charm the generality 
of men into a love of juftice, as it is fruitlefs towards the advancement 
of our intereft in the world. The goodnefs of men’s charafters in ge- 
neral, prevails but little, except with thofe who love virtue themfelves; fo 
that complaints not fupported with evidence, nor enforced by authority, 
are feldom liftened to. A great delicacy of fentiment proves how we 
would live in a world which we frame to our fancies, rather than teaches 
how to conduft ourfcives in the bufy part of real life. It is alfo melan** 
choly to confider, how great a propenfity there is in moft people, to liften 
to injurious reports of others, and to demand the moft indubitable proof 
of their innocence, whilft they take the moft trivial evidence of their 
guilt. And as to gratitude, which men of contemplative minds are apt 
to deify; though the goodnefs of the heart is more concerned in it than 
the ftrength of die underftanding, yet in many cafes thefe muft go toge^- 

ther : 
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ther : for when the mind is warped by prejudices, and wrong notices of 
things, gratitude feldom has its force; for the fcrvice afked, and the fer- 
vice done, can have the fame afped:, only to minds rightly cultivated and 
informed. But there is perhaps much lefs ingratitude in the world than 
men complain of j for as we generally conAitute ourfelves the judges of 
our own merit, it is more than probable we Aiall fometimes over-rate it; 
the confequence of which produces, I believe, more than half the re- 
fentments in the world. BeAdes, mankind are feldom fatisfied with ail- 
ing right, unlefs they meet applaufe; but this likewife is a condudt in 
a great meafure repugnant to the true notion of virtue. 

To apply this moral to my own Aory ; I acquitted my correfpondentIV 
in fome meafure, for miAaken apprehenAons, into which I might have 
been myfclf betrayed in their circumAances. Our trade had a gloomy 
afpe^t ; it was not AirpriAng that fears and jealoufy Aiould arife ; for this is 
generally the cafe in fuch a Aate of things ; and ’tis fometimes hard to dif- 
tinguifli friends from foes ; but they honourably referred the feveral mat- 
ters In difpute, which were at length happily determined in my favour, by 
impartial arbitrators. I obtained my own ; and as to any other perfonal 
advantage, it conAAed in exerciAng my mind in patience under trials, 
and increaAng my knowledge of the world. 


CHAP. IV. 

An account of the quantity and different forts cf filk produced in the northern 
provinces of Persia. Manner of ordering Jilk worms^ and cf buying 
filk in GHII. AN. 

I WAS now happily arrived at St. pi:tersburg, where I rcAded a- 
bout Ave years. During this time my journal is of courfe difeonti- 
nued: I fliall therefore proceed in the hiAorical account of the caspiax 
trade, till the period of its diffolution ; fuA making a few previous and 
neceATary remarks. 

There are doublefs many accounts of raw Aik, from its original .ap- 
pearance to the beauAful manufa<Aure^ made of it, much fuperior to any 
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I qualiiied to give ; yet it will not, I think, be improper to mention this, 
among fuch other particulars as occurred to my oblervation, during my 
fhort abode in Persia. If we may judge from the duties paid in reshd, 
the trade began to flourifh on our arrival there; for in 1742 the cudoms 
amounted only to 20,000 crowns, but in 1 743 they rofe to 50,060, and 
made about the fame fum in 1744. The annual produce of ghilan in 
good times, I compute to be 30,000 batmans s of raw filk, of which a- 
bout 6000 are confumed in Persia, 4000 fent to babylon, and the 
remainder over the Caspian fea. Shirvan formerly produced a large 
quantity, but that province is now in a much worfe condition than ghi- 
LAN. This commodity is brought to market all the year round, in 
greater or fmaller quantities, but chiefly in Augufl; and September. They 
have feveral kinds of it, the firfl: is called sherbaff, or weavers fllk, 
becaufc the weavers, particularly in reshd and cashan, are fuppofed 
to ufe the beft they can procure; but what generally goes for the Persi- 
an. fabrics at cashan is the fine/l fort, the tlireads of which arc more 
iplit ; this is ufually all white, whereas the other is white and yellow ; nor 
is it wound off fo fhort, fo that though finer we do not efteem it lb much 
as sherbaff. There is alfo a fort called Arabs, from being bought 
up for the mofl: part by Arabians, who lend it into turkey, where 
it is afterwards manufactured. 


Ghilan produces the beft and greateft quantities of filk; next to 
this come shirvan and erivan, then mazanderan and laftly as- 
trabad; but the latter is vaftly inferior, ferving only for a manufadlure 
mixed with cotton, of which they make their lliirts and drawers. Ghi- 
lan filk is fent into Russia and turkey, and part of it is kept for 
the PERSIAN manufactures i but that of mazanUeran. and astrabad 
is feldom or ever exported. From shirvan they formerly fent all their 
filk to TURKEY and Russia. The peafants of ghilan perceiving that 
the ENGLISH required the sherbaff to be Ihort wound, prepared it in 
that manner, and the filk proved good, and was much efteemed by our 
nianufadturers. The peafants gave this reafon^for chufing to have their 
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filk long wound : in moifl: weather the filk wound on a large wheel is 
not fo apt to ftick or be gummed together, in thofe parts where it lays 
on the bars, or divifions of the wheel, where it is often rendered black, 
and fo hard that it cannot without great difficulty be feparated, befidcs, 
with a large wheel they make more difpatcli but all this time they did 
not confidcr the inconvcnier.cy of winding it off to be manufadfured. 
Thefe peaiants are extremely tenacious with regard to the price of their 
filk : their bulinefs is ufually done by brokers, but the buyer attends to 
pay the money. They fell it in fmall quantities, fo that a cargo can- 
not always be colleiled. Bchdes this inconvenience, there is that of bad 
money, for they are often obliged to cut it through, in order to fee that 
it is not copper filvered over. Their jealoufy ran fo high, that the go- 
vernor of oiuLAN once publilhcd an order, tliat whoever refufed any 
kind of money, except it was manifcftly bad, his ears and nofe fliould 
he cut off, and his cllate confifeated : but I never heard that this order 
was carried into execution. 


The fdk w'orm, as is well known, takes its birth from an egg no 
bigger than a fmall pin’s head. In the month of March, wlien the fun 
is already very warm, I obferved the pcafants in ghilan prepare to give 
life to the eggs which they Ivad preferved during the winter, carlying 
them for the molt part about them, in the warmeft part of their bodies, 
and particularly under their arms. In ten or more days, according to 
the heat it receives, it becomes a maggot and begins to feed : the ffiruh 
mulberry-trees which are annually pruned, produce the moft tender and 
proper leaves for their food. In about 40 days the worm arrives to its 
maturity, and winds iti'elf by daily gradations into a pod of lilk as big as 
a pigeon’s egg. When this egg is complcately formed, vrlfich is ufually 
known by the filence of the W(.>rm within, they fuffocatc it by covering 
it with blankets, or by the heat of the fun; unlels they wind off the ftlk 
immediately, for then warm water anfwers the lame purpofe. Some of 
them however muft be permitted to live and perforate the pod, for when 
it breaks from its enclofiire, it caffs Its feed or eggs, bj^nteans of which tlic 
generation is preferved. From the pods thus perforated the fdk cannot 
VoL. II. C ■ be 
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be wound off as from die others, but being prepared by pounding, it is 
ipun off like cotton yarn. This filk we call kedoe, the remains or re- 
fule of which is fo inferior, as to admit only of being milled and made 
into lilk wadding. 

The cleanne/s and clearnefs of raw filk conftitute a great part of its 
goodnefs ; inferior filk lias many knits and courfe ftutf flicking to the 
threads. The mofs, or head of filk, often appears fair to the eye, when 
much coarfenefs is concealed under it ; for it is a trick of the peafants of 
GHiLAN, to hide the defedls as they wind it off from the pod. The beft 
filk has conflantly a glofs or brightnefs : the white or filver-coloured 
is mofl efleemed, but in giulan the greatefl part comes yellow 
from the worm. White filk that is foiled, is generally found to have 
lain in a moifl place, which hurts its ftrength as well as beauty. Silk 
fhould be equal, flrong, and round as wire, and alfb clean j the great- 
efl part of it fhould be in a medium with regard to finenefs, for the finc- 
neffis not the eafiefl to manufatilurc to advantage. The threads of filk 
being thus even, that is, as near as poffible of one fize, and not coarfe 
and fine intermixed, can be mofl eafily feparated in the winding ; but 
otherwife the coarfe is apt to tear the fine, and make wafle in manu- 
failuring it. The fizc which we ufually mofl elleeni, is wound off i6 
or 1 8 pods or cocoons. , A mofs, which is about 6o inches in the round, 
can be mofl conveniently reeled off j longer is not approved of, and if 
fhorter it is apt to break by the quick revolutions of the reel, being glued 
together with its own gum. It is alfo to be obferved, that there is a vafl 
difference between filk cleaned by combing, and that which remains jufl 
as it came from the pod. The former to an unfkilful perfon, who does 
not obferve the broken threads and the ends of the combings, fhall 
look better than the latter, though it be conliderably worfe. 

C 

When the Armenians and Russians pack up their filk, they gene- 
rally comb the heads of the mofles to dectdve the buyer, but this makes it 
really worfe, becaufc it hurts it in the winding off. Thcfe people, who 
were never famed for probity, have long pradihed the art of falfe pack-i 
age. Hence, at Smyrna, and aleppo, where the Armenians fell their 

filk 
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hlk to the factors of otir turkey company, as likewife in Russia, it 
has often been rejedied upon that account ; efpecially as they hold it a 
conftant maxim, not to fuffer their bales to be broken up except at the 
heads. The price of lilk in ghilan generally arifes in proportion to the 
•advance on foreign goods, except in a very great fcarcity, as of late. Du- 
ring the courfe of the British Caspian trade, we found it vary from 
12 to 18 crowns the batman*’; it was generally about 15, but within 
thele two or three laft years, the Russians and Armenians have paid 
from 30 to 40 crowns. 


CHAP. V. 

'The khiiis of European which the Russians and Armenians 'vend 
in the northern provinces of Persia, with a fuccintl account cf the Per- 
sian weight Sy nieafures, and coins, 

I SHALL finirti this fliort view of the trade of Persia, by giving 
a general idea of the different kinds of European goods which 
the RUSSIANS and Armenians now vend in the northern provinces of 
that kingdom, with an -account of the coins, weights and nieafures, ac- 
cording to the befl informations 1 could procure ; but I mufl obferve that 
there feems to be a great difcordance among writers in this particular. 
The chief demand of European goods, next to dutch cloth, is for Bri- 
tish woollens, fuch as hair-lift drabs of 12 to 19 i. per peice of 37 
yards in white, which the Persians call bi:grest : of tliefe they ufu- 
ally confume nine bales in 30. 

Gloucester cloths of about 9 1 . 10s. to ill. 10s. per piece, of 
42 yards in white, which the Persians call maghoot, and confumc 
thereof 10 bales in 30. , 

Ordinary Yorkshire cloths of about 3 s. 6d. per yard dyed, which 
the PERSIANS call londora, and confume thereof 1 1 bales in 30. 

Five bales of ftiailoon of a middling quality, are ordinarily required in 
100 bales of cloth. • 
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From HOLLAND they reckon one bale of maghoot, one of flialloons, 
and one of long ells, to lo bales of begrest. 

English embofled cloth is alfo demanded) likewife indigo, cochi- 
neal, and in good times, fome rich Ixlks, gold and filver lace, velvets, 
and other rich manufa<3:urcs. 

The PERSIANS had been long accuflomed to dutch cloths, which 
were thicker, and for the moft part better lliorn, and of a fofter and finer 
wool, the crimfon and fcarlets of a finer dye j but they were dearer than 
ours. However after two or three years we improved fome of our drabs, 
fo as to be almofi: equal to the dutch cloths in fubftance, and, in my 
judgement, fuperior in foftnefs and beauty. 

The tranfit duty in Russia is 3 per cent, on the value, with an agio of 
150 per cent) which, with other petty charges, makes it about 8 per 
cent only in the cudom houfe. In Persia the duty on European 
goods is 5 per cent, on the value. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE MONEY IN PERSIA. 


The TOMAN, BisTiE, and denaer are imaginary, but the other deno- 
minations are real) the valuation and currency of filver money are, 
viz. 


A toman is 10 hazardenaers. 

It niufi. be obferved that the hazardenaer (which the 
ENGLISH called mill denaer, and the Russians a 
ruble) is computed by Europeans, and accounts 
kept in hundreds, - - . - . 

Confequently the fame in lower denominations,, viz. 
Peng lid denaer, or rupie, or nadirie - - - 

Sifid denaer, or fhis fhahie _ - - - 

Abaflic - 

Sid denaer, or mahmudie - - - - - » 

Shfthie, or fiihic - -- -- -- - 


Value in Weight in 
denaers. murcals. 

10000 50 


iOO 

50 21 

30 li 

- ■ 20 I 

10 


Biftie 
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. NORTH OF PERSIA, MONIES, &c. 

Value in Weight in 
denaers. mui^. 

Biftie _ - » - - 2 

Kazbekie _ _ - , - ^ 

An ENGLISH crown melted down in reshd, produced at i/denaers* 
permufcal, only 95denaers} but we always computed the mildenaer or 
loo denaers, equal to an English crown of 5 s. 


THE GOLD COINS CURRENT ARE 


Val«e. 


Muhr alhreffie, or treble ducat of 
6 mildenaer. 

Afl)reffi, or old ducat. 

D"" (liah nadir, or new ducat. 

of mefebed _ - _ 

D’ bokhara current at 210 
Fonduckli, turkilh ducat, about 
V^cnetian ducat 

The common abaffie fliould be 
D” lliah fultan huffein 
D” fhah fuliman 
D” fliah feffie 

N. B. 80 mufcals = i lb 


I 

1 — 80 
I — 80 
1—80 
and 2 — 20 
I — 80 

1— 80 

2 — 00 


troy. 


Weight in mufcals and naeJeoot 
or Ivarrats, 2^==^ i mufcal. 

2 9 

O I finenefs to 

aUOLLANDSdycat. 

o r8 

0 18 

1 

o 18 

0 I yi 

1 

I 4 

I 14 

1 1 6 


W E I GH T S. 


1200 mufcals, or i batman, are averdupois fe 
ordinarily computed 12 { ft e:nglish. 
984 D“ - 

I D“ I have found.to be 3 dwts. » grain, ^ 
but nicer calculators call it grains 5 
1 dunk, or donk 

I karrat ^ » 

I haebbie * • -. - « _ 

107 mufcals are fc j Hollands. 

^ The common price of filvcr. 
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I 

71 

1S88 

1 1 

8648 

2 

9662 

0 
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The old batman, or manfliah, is laoo mufcals, or 200 drams, by which 
lilk, cochineal, indigo, kedge, &c. are weighed. 

The new batman lhah is 1280 mufcals, or 213 » drams, by which 
heavy goods are weighed. 

At TAVRis the batman called tavrizie contains 640 mufcals, likewife 
chiefly ufed at mksched and herat, as it is alio, more or lefs, through 
the whole country, for feveral Ipecies of goods. The antient batman of 
TAVRIS weighed 600 mufcals. 

At ISFAHAN, at SHAMAKiE, and all through shirvan the filk bat- 
man contains 48 ftills, or 1600 mufcals, and 3 Hills, are called a llia- 
dah, and weigh 100 mufcals j but the batman by which indigo is 
weighed, contains only 800 mufcals. 

At TiEHiRAN the batman is called re, and contains 1600 mufcals ^ rice, 
wheat, liquors, and provifions are fold by the batman. 

A chaervar, or load of a camel, is 50 batmans. 

A load of a mule 25 batmans, according to the king’s computation, 
but carriers ufuaily load 30 to 34. 

A chajrvar of a horfe is 20 batmans, but carriers ufuaily load 25. 

The fame load of an afs, according to the common rule of carriers, is 
,15 batmans. 

Kajbbie, a handful. 

Dizz, or gerib, 1 000 rice. 

4 batman of fliahi rice make i kuttie. 

Corn and grain, and even liquids are fold by the batman, but rice when 
winnowed is fold per meafure, ojar. 

The mufeal through all Persia is the fame : the Clvcrfmiths common- 
ly make ufe of pieces of money inftead of weights, cfpecially fifid de- 
naers of 1 i mufeal in weight. 

I karrat is 3 hsebbie. ' 

4 karrats, or nockoot, are 1 dunk. 

6 dunk I mufeal. 
xnufcals 1 dram. 
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THE MEASURE OF RESHD. 

7 horfe hair breadths are i barley corn. 

7 barley corns are i finger. 

24 fingers are half a gasze, or gaz= i cubit. 

4000 cubits are r mile. 

3 miles are one farfang. 

But the meafure in common ufe is the gaeze zcrrae, divided into 16 parts, 
called glerrie. 

The foreign and Persian merchants in buying of woollens, com- 
pute the gjEze at 40 inches English, but it is only 39 

I D" is computed equal to 10 Russian archeens of 28 inches. 

105 SMYRNA pikes are reckoned equal to 70 Persian giezc. 

The mokafar ga-ze is »*. Icfs than the fiiah gaize, and by the nioka:- 
far, PERSIAN inanufidlurcs, and moll part of retail goods are meafured. 
The tavris ga*ze is i per cent, longer than the fliah gaeze. 


CHAP. VI. 

’The Jiate of persia in 1743 to 1745 rcfjicct to commerce^ containing 
fevcral remarks on the trade of that country, as carried on by the 
FRENCH, DUTCH, RUSSIANS and ARMENIANS, 'ivith a fticcindi view 
of the revenues and military force of Persia. 

T he countenance which we had received in Persia gave us an 
earnefi: of future fuccefs in that country ; but at the lame time in- 
flamed the jealoufy of the rus ian merchants, who had never experien- 
ced fuch favour. However dangerous the enterprize I had been engaged 
in was at fetting out, the ilTue of it proved the molt fucvcfsful during the 
whole courle of the Caspian trade. It might indeed have coll us dear j 
for had not 1500 of the shah’s forces defeated the rebel army, which my 
reader will remember confitled of 3000 men, in all human probability the 
whole fouthern coall of tjie Caspian fea mull have liibmittcd to their 
arms : thus the attempt of going to mf.sctied by the rout of .^straijad, 
would* have been a means of involving the whole British commerce in tliofe 

parts. 
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parts, in one common ruin, and of exhibiting that tragedy which was afl- 
cd four years afterwards. 

It was certainly a great miftake in us to attempt a trade to mesched by 
this or any other rout. Mr. elton, as the reader will remember, conli- 
dered the removal of our east tndja company’s fervants from Isfahan, - 
as a material circiimftance to encourage the factors of the Russia compa- 
ny in the profecution of this delign j but in reality the very realbns that 
moved the former to order their factors from tlience, Ihould have confined 
the latter to reshd, the place of our importation ; and inilead of feeking 
the PERSIAN merchants, we Ihould have left them to feck us. How 
much the Persian traders refented my attempt, may be judged by the 
declaration which hahdgek abdulcrim made to me at casein, viz. 

That if 1 had not been robbed -at astrarad it was highly improbable 
. I fliould ever arrive fafe in mesched." To this purpofc we may re- 
member that Mi\ GKA 5 ME was murdered in returning from that city the 
year before; but this indeed was imputed to his own indiferetion in not 
waiting for a caravan. Mr. van mierop had better fortune, with regard 
to his perfon ; but he was feveral times obliged to take to liis arms. 

The account which M)-. van mierop gave of tlic import and con- 
fumption of MESCHED, extraded from tiic cuftom-lioufe regirtcr of that 
city, made the quantities very inconfideiable j and the whole was fent by 

ARMENIANS, RUSSIANS, and GREEKS, from RESHD, viz. 


Mesched and its neighbourhood. 

Piece.s of 
bcgrefl. 

305 

Pieces of 
lonJora. 

100 

Pieces of 
maghoot. 

700 

For the coufuraption of Bokhara. 

20 

50 

iO 

Orange. 


30 

5 

Balkh. 


15 

s 

Anthuy. 

lO 

15 

5 


Befi-des thele, not diClinguiihed with regard to the place of their con- 
■fumption, were imported, 4 

1000 Walloons (’ the moft part from kher MAN, by the way of the 
5I ^00 long ells. 5 gulph of PERSIA. 
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250 batmans of lahori indigo, brought by die Indians, of whom 
there are a corifiderable' number, who alfo trade in cloth from reshd. 

500 batmans of American indigo from resiid, by Armenians} 
formerly it came from turkey, where they bought it of the french. 

300 batmans of cochineal from reshd, brought by Armenians and 
others. 

Though mesched was under the particular protedion of nadir shah, 
it was with difficulty that this gentleman fold to the value of 22000 
crowns during die fpace of 27 months which he reiided there, and great 
part of this fum was in exchange for Persian manufactures, which no 
rcafon but the abfolutc impoffibility of obtaining money induced him to 
accept} fuch was the diftrefs of that country. For my own part 1 had 
the utmofl; rcafon to conhder this as a military ti*ade, and myiclf as having 
made a compaign. The journey had however afforded me an opportunity 
of feeing Persia, and of enquiring into many circumftances relating to 
the oriental commerce. 

The confufion ariling fi'om inteftine broils, muft ever give a deep wound 
to trade, the fecurity of which is founded in the arts of peace and the ex- 
ecution of civil laws : but die government of Persia was now rendered 
precarious, to a degree that threatened the fubverfion of that monarchy. 
The TURKS, die lesgees, the Indians, the turkumans, and other 
frontier nations, either favoured thefe inteftine factions, or endcavourctl to 
recover fome limb which had been torn from tliern } to that every imagi- 
nable excefs was committed upon no better principle than die poiver of 
doing it. In this lituation it was the ill fortune of the Russia company 
to find PERSIA governed by an ufurper, and a tyrant whofe cruelty had 
no bounds: and the pre/peCt at this time in a more particular manner was 
overibadowed with a dark cloud, which tlireatened a ftorm. The Rus- 
sia company had already felt fome of the difficulties in which they were 
involved } others they forefaw, but knew not how to provide againft tlicm. 

The fcbelUons in shir van in 1743, of shirass, astrabad, hazar- 
JERIB in 1744, were not fupprefted but by the daughter of many thou- 
‘VoL, II, D fands. 
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:Quids, and the alnnoft total ruin of thofc provinces. It is true that nadir 
had eniiched his treafures with the plunder of in diAj yet the heavy taxe? 
he had impofed on his people to fupport fuch a continued feries of foreign 
and domellic wars, had reduced them to an exifremity of poverty, and driving 
tliem, to defpair, obliged thoafands to feck a voluntary baniihoient. 

I have already obferved that nadir’s a»my had been fupported for up- 
wards of four years by the taxes drawn from his Persian fubjedts, and 
that his INDIAN treafure remained in a great meafure untouched; this 
was one principal caufo of their diftrefs : by endeavouring to deprive them 
of the inftruments of rebellion, he provoked them to rebel, and chaftifing 
them he compleated their ruin. Could any trade be carried on under thefe 
circunxftances ? 

It was computed that nadir had near 200,000 men in pay, tlie charge 
of whom, officers included, was computed at 100 crowns’ a year, and 
coniequently the expence of maintaining his army v/as ao millions of 
crowns exclufive of die contingent expcnce. 


In good times the provinces are fuppofed to bring into the exchequer 
the following fums : 


The conquered provinces in indja were 
faid to produce in 1743, 25 crore 
which makes Persian money 
Kandahar and HacRAX 
Khorasan - - - 

Astrabad 
Mazanderan 

Ghilan, of which a million was once 
demanded, but is now fet at 
Shirvan, including Georgia andfome 

parts of DAGESTAN 




Mildenaers. . 

1 2,500,000 3, 1 2 5,000 

1.000. 000—^ 250,000 

2.000. 050— 555,500 

50,000—^ 12,500 

400,000— 100,000 

' 500,000- — 125,000 

1,500,000— 375,000 


Carry over I7,95o,ooo«^!4;i4^i5*^o 
'25! * 5 millions flerling. J Crore Of i o laks are 

■ ■’"‘Erivan 
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Brought over 

Eri VAN and the parts of Armenia fub- 7 
je<a: to PERSIA 3 

Irak, including casein, Isfahan, and "j 
the country extending ■ to the gulph, v- 
being the anticnt parthia. J 

Adf.rjjeitzan, in which ardevil 
and TAVRis are included'". S 


Mildenacrs. 

17,500,000- 


£- 

-4,487,500 


2,000,000 — 500,000 


1,500,000— » 375,000 


1,500,000— 375,000 


22,950,000— .5,737,500 


The reader will naturally obferve how great a part of the Persian 
revenue was produced by nadir’s conqueO: in india : it wall alfo be ob- 
to him, that the charge of an army is certain, but the revenues 
to fupport that army arc uncertain, efpecially if they commit die leafl 
violence j ‘ and here the whole was a feene of rapine: the confequence 
was, that except the conquered provinces in india and thofo of ghi- 
LAN and KHOKASAN, tlic rcft of the kingdom was fo impovcriflied as to 
be difablcd from paying perhaps a epnarter part of the ufual tax. Next to 
the above mentioned, KANDiWiAR, hjrrat and erivan were faid to 
be the lead didrefied, but mlfcry reigned in every qu:’rter. 


Of thefe 200,000 men, 60 oco were quartered In cabul and the ad- 
jacent provinces on the wedern fide of the sind", which had been con- 
quered and kept by nadir ; and the revenues appear to have much ex- 
ceeded the expence of fupporting tliat part of the army. If one cond- 
ders this number of tnx^ps and large revenvic, it was not unre.afonable to 
expert a large demand ^ for cloth and other European goods, but we 
were not then acquainted with the nature of cloatiung a Persian army } 
for indeed not a third part of it wears European cloth. 

With regard to the quantity of goods imported by the Persians over 
the CASPIAN fea, whilA the port of Cameroon was open to the fcvcral 


^ Aperbeitkan is the actient media. 


D a 


■ Antient iNDi'S. 


nations 
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nations of Europe, the Caspian traders could but ill form an idea of 
the general confumption in that kingdom. The Russia company were 
the more fanguine in their expectations, from a knowledge that in the be- 
gihning of this century, the faCtors of the east india company had ex- 
tended their trade as far as tavris on the weftern coaft of the Caspian, 
where they fold great quantities of the woollen mauufa<5tures of great 
BRITAIN ; but when the British faCtors in ghilan, whofe jfituation 
was now fo much more advantageous, would have made an experiment 
of the like nature, they difeovered that city and its confines to be in 
lb ruinous a Hate as blafted their hopes of doing any bufinefs in thole 
quarters. 

When PERSIA enjoyed repofe, the agent of the east india compa- 
ny of ENGLAND Uvcd in fplcndor : the regal government being held in 
great veneration in that empire, he aCted as immediately under the crown 
of e'ngCand, and from thence derived an influence whicli he could not 
otherwile have poiTtilTed : his pompous manner of living had ^me good 
effeds, but the expence was too conlidcrable to be long grateful to the 
company. 

With regard to the advantages the Russians enjoyed, it mufl be ob- 
ferved that belides tlie Russian miniffer who attends at the Persian 
court, generally under the title of relident, the conful of that empire 
\vho is fixed in ghilan is confidered in forne mcafure in a minillerial 
light, and allowed a company of Russian foldiers as a guard, at the ex- 
pence of the empress their fovereign. Hence it was that Mr. elton 
recommended fo llrongly that a commiffion lliould be given to one of the 
BRITISH fubjeCts in ghilan, by which 1 prefume he meant himfelf, to 
aft as conful j but the Hate of things was now changed, and every flep 
that could be taken to cftablilh the intereft of t^Ae Russia company ip. 
PERSIA, in effeft blocked up our pafiage through Russia into Persia. 

The advantages which the east in DiATompany of England enjoyed 
beyond the Russia company, were fuch as will* hardly admit of a com- 
parifon, nor indeed is it material to my prefent purpofc ; I (hall pafs over 
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in filence the trade from great Britain to jjiie gulph of Persia, as 
alfo that between Persia aftd india$ obferving only that after the Por- 
tuguese had fettled themfelves in east india they took the ifland of 
ormu, and, being mafters of the fea, carried on the trade between 
thofe countries. That great prince shah abass thought it his intereft to 
diflodge them from his neighbourhood, for which purpofe he entered in- 
to a treaty in 1622, witji the agent of the east india company, and 
by means of their fliips he took ormu and demoliilicd the town, bringing 
the commerce of that ifland to the continent. This induced that prince 
to build the town of bender abass i, now called gambroon, which is 
reputed the greatefl: place of trade in all Persia. For thefe good fer- 
vices ABASS made the company a grant of half the cufloms of the new 
town in perpetuity j but his fuccellbrs have not religioully obferved the 
engagement. 

The invaflon of the Afghans in 1722, ruined the company’s iettle- 
ment at isf ahan in no Icfs a degree than the death of nadir occalion- 
cd the pillage of the Russia company’s fidfors in reshd, as I flialihave 
occafion to relate. Their lofs, though very confiderable, was not I be- 
lieve fuperior to that of the Caspian traders, except the long interrupti- 
on of their trade : in both cafes extortion and plunder were carried to an 
extreme. The Armenians fufl'ered alfo": the dutch likewife met the 
common fortune of the times, and being obliged to withdraw the great- 
efl; part of their fadlory from Isfahan, they fettled in gambroon, 
where they fecured themfelves in a gi*eat meafurc by very flrong fortifi- 
cations : they did not come into Persia till ten years after us, but as 
they are the only traders in i'pice, fo much in ufe over ail asia, they 
have been encouraged to continue their commerce, though with lefs ad- 
vantage than in part times. 

The FRENCH firfl appeared in Persia in 1665, and concluded a treaty 
with the SHAH of Persia in 1674, but the miferies of that country in 
confequence of the iuvafion of the Afghans in 1722, compelled tiicm 
alfo to retire from ISFAHAN. A very pompous propofal was made by 

f Sec hifier/ of revoiotions in vol. 111. 


a FRENCH 
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a FRKK’CH projedlor, in relation to a trade over the Caspian in the be- 
ginning of this centUr}^, upon the occafion ’of an embafly ’’ from shah 
SULTAN HUSSEIN to LEV/TS XIV. This perfon imagined that caravans 
could not be condiufted lafely through Russia, and therefore he propofed 
to carry mercJiandize in veflels by the lakes and rivers with which that coun- 
try abounds ; but in regard to robbers he ieemed ignorant that this would 
not mend the matter In the lead. He mentioned alfo feveral commodities 
which he propofed to return to france, particularly rhubarb j but this ar- 
ticle, as I have already rernruked, is monopolized by tbe Russi an govern- 
ment : tliis fc’icme never was, and I believe never will be carried into 
execution. 

But of all the nations who have endeavoured to eftablKh a trade with 
the north of PCRsi a., the Russians are the mod; advantageouily fituated: 
the intedine broils of that country have not put a dop to tiieir commerce; j 
on the contrary tJiey have fometimes turned to their advantage; for be- 
iidcs the ordjnary courfc of their trade to and from peRvSia, they reap 
confiderable profit by their trading voyages on the Caspian fea, carrying 
rice fi'om ghu. an to Baku, derbekd, and fometimes to the foutliem 
coad, as I have already mentioned. And as this export of provifion 
lomctimes creates a fcarcitv in ghilan, it occafions a demand for rus- 
SIAN meal, from which again new benefits are derived. Befides cloth 
and other European goods, the Russians alfo export red leather, furs, 
and linen for the northern provinces of Persia, and make their returns 
in raw filk. Hence arofe their jealonfy of the British traders; for the 
RUSSIAN merchants, particularly thofe of mosco, and the trading towns 
on the VOLGA, no fooner obferved that the Persian markets were glut- 
ted with EUROPEAN goods, by the Russia company of England, than 
they began to murmur, rcfolving to make rcmondrances to court on 
the ful>jcct. 

Tlie ARMENIANS indeed have for fbme years extended their trade tp 
the north of Persia, much beyond the r usjsi a ns ; for by means of 

f It ha« been fiid that this was entirely counterfeit, to amufe tEWis XIV. in his oW age ; but 
it apj'cars from feveral circumftanccs, as well as the nature of the thing, that this opinion was very 
iU grotmdfdy if iM)t ridicalbiis* 

their 
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their credit in Holland^ joined to dieir own capitals, they employed in 
this branch of commerce about ioo,oool. This flock however was now 
infufficient to fupport them j for the exceflive glut of the market in 
GiiiLAN, and the terrible oppreflidfn of the Persian government, flop- 
ped the circulation of their trade, and confequently funk their credit in 
HOX.LANO. At length they were alfo conftraihed to abandon Persia, 
and in 1745 they retired to astrachan, to wait with their effefts till 
there fliould be a fair opportunity of returning thither. 

Whilft the RUSSIA company were in fecurity, they could not be infen- 
fible of tlie beuehts of buying raw filk immediately of the pcafants of 
GHiLAN ; but advantages may be over-rated; and indeed ceafe to be fuch, 
when attended with vexations and inconvenience, like thofe Vr liich the 
CASPIAN traders experienced. It was not however the lefs ungrateful to 
obferve the Armenians, a people in themfelves defpicable, and of no con- 
fcquence to Russia, in competition with the British nation, fupported 
and prote£le'd in this trade, when meafures were fo apparently taking to 
wrell it from us. The russjaiNS do indeed alledgc that many of diefe Ar- 
menians are fubjcdls of their country, and it is true in general, that fuch 
of them as are engaged in the Caspian trade do put theinlelves under the 
prote6lion of that empire : thefc people are likewife educated in all the fer- 
vilities of asia, ami undcrflanding how to accommodate themfelves to in- 
dignities, which the genius of a free nation will haixily fibrnlt to, are in 
fomc meafurc tlie better qualified to carry on a commerce through foreign 
dominions. 

The fliare which the Russia company enjoyed in this branch of com- 
merce made an eclat, but it was not yet pulhed to near the height 
which the Armenians hjd carried it : of what confequence it was to 
the latter, may be eafily deduced from hence, that not many years ago 
they imported into Russia near 1000 bales of raw filk ’j of this the 
greateft part was ferit to Amsterdam ; part of the filk was alfo fent to 

’ Of 25 batmans is 30o>bpo lbs, of 16 ounces, whereas all the British taJc never amounieJ to 
half thatiiBantit}'. 


the 
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the GERMAN markets, and about loo bales remained in the city of mos- 
GO for the ufe of the Russian manufaftures. 


C H A P. Vfl. 

. , ^ 

RUSSIA company endeavour to reconcile Mr. elton to the court St. 
PETERSBURG. They urge him to leave Persia. Their letters upon this 
occajion to lord tyrawley, his majejlys embajfador to the Russian 
court t as aljh to Mr. elton. The Armenians mtrigue to difpoffefs us of 
the CASPIAN trade. 

D uring my negotiations in Persia, the Russia company in 
LONDON endeavoured by all pofiible means to reconcile Mr. el- 
ton to the court of St. Petersburg. Knez sherbatove, the Russi- 
an minifter in London, made repeated remonftrances to the British 
minidrv, complaining loudly of elton, wliom the company defended; 
for fome of the members could not be perfuaded that he was really 
in tlie PERSIAN fervice, or if he was, that it ought not to give offence 
to RUSSIA. This contributed to inflame the jealoufy of the Russians, 
and to change it into refentment j Co that finding they could not obtain 
any fatisfaiffion upon the fubjedt of their complaints, the college of com- 
merce in St. PETERSBURG, ill confequencc of a memorial from the 
great chancellor, ifl'ued an order to the British fadlors in that city, fig- 
nifying that no goods or merchandize configned to Mr. elton would 
“ be permitted to pafs through the Russian empire.” This news had 
I'cached Persia before I left it. 

The RUSSIA merchants thus finding the court of St. Petersburg Co 
much in earncfl, refolved to defi/l from any fartlv^r folicitations in behalf of 
Mr. elt 'N, and, if poffible, to recall him from Persia : with this view 
the commit-ce appointed for the body of the tiUders, came to a refolu- 
tion of uniting their two houfes in ghilan, and wrote to Mr. van 
M iEROP and myfclf, as follows. * 

« London 
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‘‘ London, Auguft 17, 1744. 

“ Gentlemen, 

<« /' I ^ H O U G H by many intervening accidents the nniting of our 
“ JL two iioufes in tersia has been hitherto prevented, yet it has 
“ been our general view from our firft fetting oat, as the only means to 
“ preferve this trade, and carry it on fuccefsfully, as well for our own 
“ intereft as that of the nation in general ; and this has been on every 
“ occallon recommended to us in the ftrongeft; manner by his majefly’s 
“ miniflry. 

“ We have fufficicntly obferved, as well as felt, the ill confequences 
“ of two rival houfes oppoling each other, by rnnning down the price 
“ of our manufailures, and railing that of raw lllk, to the great detri- 
“ rnent of the national intereft'. 


“ I'o prevent thefe prejudicial effects, and compafs this falutary work, 
“ we arc come to the unanimous refolution of fixing one houl'e, under 
“ the lirm’' of meflieurs h an way and mierop. We coirgratulate you 
“ and onrfelves on this happy coalition of parties and intereft, defiring 
“ that all dil'putes and aniinofities may be for ever buried in oblivion. 

“ Wc hope a firm and hearty friendflilp will animate your endeavours 
“ for the general good of the adventurers, afiiiring you that all our future 
“ confignments fhall be made to you only. 

“ We are, See.” 

It is remarkable, that the fame day on which the committee did me 
this favour, as appears from the date of the letter ; IV'Ir. elton thought 
proper to feign a quarrel with me. The di fiance of Gnu . an from Lon- 
don, the jealoufy and difeontent of the Russians, and the intereft of 
private traders defeated ev^ery relblution of the committee. This was the 
cafe alfo with regard to the propofed fettlement of their fa< 3 :ory : I had 
no inclination to remain in fo wretched a country, nor could I have been 
of any jfervice to the compjiny ; for the moderation with which I condiicl- 
cd myfclf towards elton, and from whence the company had received 
impreftions in my favour, had rendered me an obje< 9 : of jealoufy to the 
' A mercantile term for the fignature of merchants* 

VoL. II. E 


RUSSIANS; 
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RUSSIANS. TJlis appeared two mouths after this letter was wrote, W'^hen 
the college of foreign affairs lent a memorial to the college of commerce 
in St. PETERSBURG, lu which it was ordered “ That the college of com- 
“ merce do acquaint the merchants of the prohibition which is made 
“ fblely on account of the injurious conduct of eeton towards the 
RUSSIANS, and that the laid merchants fliall not lend any goods to 
“ either of their agents, elton or han way, for they fhall by no means 
** be permitted to pafs through astrachan.** 

In the interim the Russia company, anxious for the prefervation of 
their trade, wrote to Mr. elton as follows. 

“Sir, London, Odober 26, 1744. 

“ OUR friends and correfpondents having had lingular proofs of 
** JL your capacity, and of your fteadinels and induftry in promoting 
** the CASPIAN trade through Russia, are very lenfibly affeded, as you 
** may imagine, that any part of your condud fliould give the leaft of- 
** fence to her imperial majelly of Russia, much more that the ffeps 
you have been taking Ihould procure an abfolute prohibition of cor- 
“ refpondency with you. We have ufed our utmofl: endeavours to mi- 
“ tigate this relblution, but find, by the repeated memorials delivered 
** here and in mosco, that there is no appearance of continuing this trade 
** unlefs you leave Persia. We flatter ourfelves that in confidcration of 
“ the necelfity we are under of obeying her imperial majefty, that you 
“ will facrifice your private views to the public good, and, as foon as pof- 
i*‘ fible, return to your native country. 

“ The committee for the Caspian tiade, and all others who are in- 
“ terefted, propole, on your return to England, to fettle on you 400 1 . 

per annum, to be levied on the Persian trade f or to folicit an honourable 
“ employment for you in the British navy, in -which laft we have a 
moral certainty of fucceeding, whatever may;he the fate of the trade; 
“ and we cannot doubt of your preferring fuch a competency at home, 
“ to any advantages you can now exped. 

“Wc are, &g” 

This 
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This letter they inclofecl. to lord tyRawley, his majefty’s embailMar 
in RUSSIA, defiring his good offices to prevent the dcftru<ffive confer 
tjuences of Mr. elton’s conduit. Their letter is as follows. 

My lord, London, Oitober 26, 1744. 

“ IT N our laft letter we applied to your lordfiiip concerning our trade 
** JL to PERSIA, and had the honour to reprefent, that we had' at laft 
“ compafied an union, and refolved to have only one houfe in ghilan. 
“ As the court of Russia perfifts in their refentments againft Mr. el- 
“ TON, which involves our trade over the Caspian in great difficulties^ 
“ we therefore acquaint your lordfhip, that wc are determined neither 
“ direitiy nor indireitly to make any confignment, or carry on any trade 
with ELTON, of which we beg your lordfliip will acquaint that court. 

** You are fcnfible, my lord, that wc have no coercive power over Mr, 
ELTON, but wchave all joined in a general letter to him, reprefenting 
“ the inconveniencies arifing to our trade by his flay in Persia ; and, 
“ to induce him to return home, we have agreed to make him the of- 
“ fer of a handfomc yearly penfion, with an intent to preferve this trade, 
“ and to avoid giving any kind of offence. Her imperial majefty’s mi- 
nifters muil be convinced that this is all we can poffibly do } and with 
“ this we comply, from a fincerc defire of removing the difpleafures of 
the RUSSIAN court. 

We are, my lord, &c,'’ 

In December following, lord tvrawley fent tJiis letter to Mr. el- 
ton, through DAGisTAN into Persia, with another from himfelf, and 
alfo a paflport from the great chancellor count bestucheff, that he 
might have fafe condudl through the Russian dominions. 

Mean while the Armenians, who had treated our mesched fcheme 
as extravagant, now beheld our fuccefs with a jealous eye, and employed 
all the engines of falfchood and corruption to ruin our trade: they declar- 
ed without referve, that they would chearfully dlfburfe a large fum to 
difpoflefs us of it; but 'they made no doubt but we fhould do their 
bufinefs ourfelves, exulting in a perfuafion that the confequences of Mr. 

E 2 elton’s 
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elton’s engagements in Persia, would be a means of utterly extinguiih- 
ing our commerce. 

CHAP. Vlir. 

Mr. ELTON’i anfwcr to lord tyrawley, and alfo to the committee of the 
CASPIAN traders. Remarks on his conduct and that of the Russia com- 
pany. The author s letter to john elton this occafion. 

M r. ELTON having received lord tyrawley’s letter, made the 
following reply. 

My lord, Giiilan, February 7, 1745. 

“ X HAD the honour to receive your lordlhip’s letter, dated the ylh 
** JL of December laftj I have alfo the cnclofed pallport for iny fafe rc- 
“ turn through Russia, and a letter from the principal members of the 
** RUSSIA company, for all which 1 beg leave to make your lord/liip my 
** moft humble acknowledgments. 

Your lordfliip’s recommending my return to great Britain, miifl: 
“ necelTarily have the greateft weight witli me, though at the fame time 
** I apprehend it is not the intereft of thofc gentlemen who dehre it as 
** my own, that I Ihould return. I am, my lord, under no engagements 
to the SHAH, but thofe of gratitude for the many favours his majefly 
‘‘ has been pleafed to confer on me ; and fuch, a man of the leaft gene- 
rollty can never forego. In about fix weeks I cxpe<5l to be called to 
his camp, when I fliall endeavour by all honourable means to difen- 
“ gage myfclf from his affairs ; but I muft be fo ingenuous as to confefs 
“ 1 liave little hopes to fuccced in this point, as I am too well affured of 
“ the shah’s fteadinefs and refolution to accompKfh whatever he attempts. 

“ Were the merits of my conduif in Persia impartially confider^d, 
I humbly conceive that my feliow>fubje<Sls ought to be blamed more 
*‘ tlian 1, inafmuch as tliey do not reap the ^oenefit of this branch pf 
“ trade in its utmofl extent j and that thofe mifehiefs attributed to me are 

very 
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“ very onjuftly laid to my charge. To this end I muft crave, my lord, 
“ that you will perufe the cnclofcd letters, which perhaps may give a dif- 
ferent opinion of the Caspian trade, from what your lordfhip feems 
“ at prefent to entertain of it. I mull hiunbly refer your lordfliip for my 
“ ultimate refolve in regard to my return, until I arrive at the camp, 
“ and know the shah’s pleafure therein. 

I am, my lord, &c.. 

J. ELTON to the committee for the Caspian traders. 

“Sirs, Ghilan, February 7, 1744.^. 

“"TTHAVE been acquainted with your refolutions of Auguft laft, and 
A received copies of your letters to the right honourable the lord 
CARTERET and lord ty rawly in my behalf. 

The difficulties I met witli here when I arrived laft from Russia, 
and my zeal to promote the intereft of my employers, neceffitated me 
“ to give into the siiAifs meafures, as the only means to obtain his 
majedy's favour, being then, as I am now, fatisfied, that without it, 
“ our aftairs muft have been inevitably ruined. Thefe fteps, however 
“ unforefecn the conftquence, raifed very powerful enemies againft mej 
“ I fay however unforefeen, for it never entered my mind, that the build- 
" ing a few ftilps of burthen for the shah, could give umbrage to fo 
“ powerful a monarch as her imperial majefty of Russia ; or that the en- 
“ dcavours of fo infignificant a perfon as myfelf, could be ever thought 
“ worthy the notice of her minifters. Does not our fovereign permit 
“ his fiibjeifs to ferve her imperial majefty of Russia, both by land 
“ and fea ? and does not the treaty of commerce tolerate the fubjcdls of 
“ RUSSIA to refidc in great Britain to learn arts and fciences ? yet I 
** never heard that any powers of the north were offended, or took um- 
“ brage at our indulgences to the Russian nation. 

“ It is obje<fted, that as our trade Is carried on through Russia, it is 
** in her imperial majefty’s power to ftop or incommode it whenever Ihe 
** thinks proper; but if this ihould ever happen, then what does a treaty 
“’of commerce, or indeed any other treaty avail, if the endeavour of a 

“ fiiiglc 
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lingle fubjed, even if his purfuils were contrary to the laws- of his own 
“ GoiHitry, can deftroy the right a whole nation has to the benefit of 
fuch a treaty ? You have given up publicly to his moll powerful enc- 
“ mies, to whom he never gave juft fubjecSl of offence, a pcrlbn you 
have been pleafed to think has deferved well of you, and whom you 
condefcend to acknowledge may yet be of no linall advantage to the 
future advancements of your affairs. What can be delired more from 
“ you, or what in reality is more in your power? The freedom, God be 
** thanked, of our nation is fuch, that if her fubjefts tranfgrefs not their 
** own laws by rebellion, piracy, or the like, they have nothing to fear, 
** even from their own fovereign, much lefs from any other monarch on 
« earth: and it may be prefumed, that they will be prote6lcd in the juft 
“ rights tliey were born to, though thofe rights may be as inconceivable 
“ to a man bred a Have, as colours to a perfon born blind. I think, 
** Sirs, it concerns you to be as anxious, at leaft to eftablilh your inter- 
eft with that monarch, in whole country your principal feene of adlioa 
“ lies, as with the prince who gives you accefs to it 

It is true, your cafe is critically circumllanced j yo\i are to gain the 
** intereft of the shah by the very means that mull deprive you of the 
“ favour of her imperial majelly : however, I do not quellion but all 
“ this may by fomc means or other, which your own prudence will 
** luggeft to you, be calily reconciled. The welfare of the British 
trade through Russia, is what I always had, and ftill have, moft at 
** heart, however I may have been miftaken in my purfuits to eftablilli 
** and advance it ^ but I am very far from being conlcious that I am 
miftaken; therefore, gentlemen, if you Ihould happen to be of a dif- 
“ ferent opinion, the greater ftill mull be my niisfortune. I have the 
•* trueft fenfe of obligation to you, but if nothing except my immtkiiate 
return can continue me in your favour and efteem, I beg you will jiot 
** loofe one Angle thought upon me. 

“I am, &c. 

» VUtt he enomerates the feveral gtie?ences aTifing from the Srbitnuy condaft of the avast aw 
eonful in raasiA^ which are too tedtwu to infer^ panicularly as they arc contained in the meaisi* 
ml, chap. IX. 

. Beiides 
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Befides thefe two letters, he wrote a very long vindication of himfelf, 
not without many flirewd remarks, but very inconclufive. Whether 
Mr. ELTON was perfuaded that the building Ihips on the Caspian for the 
PERSIAN fervice, would be attended with inconveniences to the Russi- 
ans, is what I cannot determine; but this leeins to be certain, that we 
might have traded without fuch a project ; and it appeared quite agreeable 
to reafon, that unlefs we could convey our merchandize through the 
RUSSIAN empire with the good will of that nation, there could be no 
conveyance at all : the nature of a trade through a foreign dominion, fuch 
as RUSSIA and tartarv, muft be fo conftituted, that whenever it is 
not rel idled by the inhabitants, it is liable to be ruined by many fecret 
means, againft which no fanftion of national compadl can provide. The 
RUSSIANS had long enjoyed the fovereignty of the Caspian, and it was 
not to be imagined they would be idle fped:ators, if the Persians claim- 
ed any lhare of it, much lefs that they would expofe themfclves to the 
confequences of a Persian naval power, which might affedt their com- 
mercial affairs, or the fecurity of their frontier. 

Tho’ nadir’s predominant paflion was that of military glory, yet he 
was not ignorant of the advantages of commerce, fo that a prudent con- 
diwi^l would certainly have procured us a fufficient degree of his favour, 
as lubjedls of a foreign prince with whom he was in friendfliip ; , and as 
merchants, by whom his revenues received a confiderable increafe. This 
was the fenfc of the matter, and fo evident, that neither tlie embaflador 
nor the Russia company thought it would anfwer any purpole to contra- 
di(Sl Mr, elton’s reafonings: however I refolved to wiite to him once 
more, in my own name, in remembrance of our former acquaintance,' 
and on account of tlie effedfs he yet had in his hands, not to men- 
tion the civility he was entitled to for opening this branch of commerce. 
In regard to his condudit, he had probably erred in judgment only, for it 
could not be conceived that he defigned to deflroy this infant trade, of which 
he had been in fo eminent a degree the parent. With the confent there- 
fore and approbation of his majefty’s embaflador, I wrote to him as 

follows. 
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Mr. J O II N E L T O N. 

Sir, St. Petersburg, Apiil 30, 1745. 

“ ^INCE I left ASTR.\CHAN in Novemljer laft, I have not wmte to 
“ you, nor would I trouble you now were I not afteated with a liu- 

" cere defirc of promoting your interell together with that of the trade. 

“ I cannot but confider it as a misfortune, that it ever ivas imagined the 
“ government of this countiy could be unconcerned, with regard to the 
“ enterprize in which you are engaged. You declare that your only 

“ intent was to obtain proteilion for our trade, and the merchants for 

Ibme time conlidered it in this light ; nor ought we now to be further 
“ accountable than to ufe our endeavours to remove the occahon of the 
oftence. You cannot be infenfible that the British miniftry, as well 
“ as the RUSSIA company, are iutirely difpofed to fhow a due regard tt) 
the inclinations of the Russian court : for there needs no argument 
to prove the impodibility of carrying on the trade in oppofiti n to 
them 3 and every government will judge for itfelf. 

“ The only way to convince the company of the integrity of your in- 
“ tentions, is to endeavour by all poilible means to remove the occafion 
“ of offence j and this cannot be done efFe< 5 lually without your leaving 
“ PERSIA. The merchants have made you an offer, for the particulars of 
“ which I refer you to their own letter: the flrongcft alfurances liave been 
given by the miniftry here to his majefty’s embafliidor, for the fccurity 
** of your perfon in returning through this country j fo that nothing feems 
“ to be wanting but your hearty concurrence to the eftablilhment of our 
“ trade: on the other hand, ftiould thefe motives prove ineffectual through 
“ any temptation you may have in Persia, it will be as hard to perfuade 
*'■ the CASPIAN traders that you intend them any good, as it will be 
“ eafy to imagine in what light you muft be cdnfidcred. * 

“ My lord hindpord often exprefles a great folicitude for your re- 
“ turnj he hai even entertained fuch an opinion of your capacity, that 
“ he would gladly recommend you to the kin^, as a very fit perfon to 
“ go in fcarch of the north weft pafTage, the parliament having lately re* 
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“ folved to give a very confiderable praemium to the firfl: difcoverer. 

If this argument has no weight, there are many other reafons of the 
“ greateft force which ought to engage every good fubjc€t to ufe his ut- 
“ moft endeavours to put aftop to this growing evil, and reconcile us to the 
** RUSSIANS*. And can you, who have acquired fo much reputation, re- 
“ fufe to facrifice a private paflion to the public good ? 

" In all countries there will be people of different opinions, but, if 
“ what I obferve is right ; thofc who arc at the helm of the Russian go- 
“ vernment, and whole judgment alone is of much weight in this matter, 
“ think that our trade may become advantageous to Russia, as the an- 
“ tient courfe of it through turkey will be diverted, and the profit re- 
“ moved hither, by the duty and charges to, and from Persia: you may 
“ be affured however that no advantages are efteemed an equivalcjit for 
“ the alarms which are given by the undertaking in queflion, ihould it 
** be purfued, 

“We flattered ourfclvcs that our trade would not be expofed to any 
« fevere refentment, for an accident which is foreign to it and remote 

from the intentions of the merchants ; but tliis in fa^fl is not the cafe ; 
“ you mufl; leave Persia, or our trade is undone: and what wall your 
“ (lay in that country avail ? You will foon be fcnfible of the impoffibi- 
“ lity of purfuing this enterprize w'ith any fuccefs, for the many reafons 
“ I have often mentioned to you, which arc now too tedious to enu- 
“ mcrate. I will take no other notice of myfelf than that I have been 
“ perfecuted in confcquence of your miftaken jealouly and unprovoked 
“ refcntments; but I can forgive. I heartily wilh that all may be well 
“ again, and am. Sir, 6cc” 


VoL. II. 
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CHAP. IX. 

^he CASPIAN trade ohjh'uSfcd on Mr. elton'i account. Memorial on this 
fubjeSl to the British conful at St. Petersburg, in confequence of the 
grcivafices ccrnplaincd of by //if British in Persia. Nadir 

SHAii’i decree detaining j. ke ton. shah fends a commijfary into 

RUSSIA ’with a ca^go of ra^iofilk. T^be British ftps are fold to Rus- 
sian merchants. 

M r. eeton, I prefume, was not fo blinded by his prejudices, but 
he acknowledged in his own brealt, that my letter contained, in 
a great meafure, the true llate of the cafe ; but it is probable he was too 
deeply engaged to leave his mailer j or had private reafons why he did not 
chufe to return to enoeand ; unlefs feme very good provifion had been 
made for him, and fecured in the moll fatisfattory manner. He was now 
In a country where no aniufements could call Iiim olF, and though lie had 
to druggie with great didicultics in the purfuit of his undertaking, Ids ge- 
nius and indudry were equal to them: the fear of being baffled and ren- 
dered an objcdl of contempt on one lide3 and on tlie otiier, the hope of 
acquiring honour as well as prolit by his fuccefs, were very lirong mo- 
tives to action ; but thefe were vet llrengthcned bv his refentment of the 
perfccution, whicii he naturally fuppofed would be carried on again/I him 
on the part of the Russian court. Thus the fame incentive w'hich lli- 
mulated his endeavours to promote the shah’s defigns, encreafed the o- 
dium of the rus:taxN's againft him, which they demonflratcd in repeated 
inftances deftrudlive of our Caspian trade. 

As neither the merchants in London, nor the fa/dors in St. peters- 
KUHCr, thought themfelvcs in.ftridl juflicc accountable for what nadir, or 
his fervant eeton, Hiould think proper to employ themfek/es about, it 
was hut natural they fliould ftrnggle bard to preferve their trade: they had 
already fufiered a detention of their efTedls in astracilan, and many 
indignities from the Russian conful in g hie an j this at length produced 
the following memorial which the British faflors in St. Petersburg, 
ftddVeflcd to his majefty’s conful in that city in the fuminer this year h 
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“ To JACOB WOLFF, efquire, his Britannic imjelly’s conlul at St. 

“ PETERSBURG. 

“ Sir, 

tc BRITISH trade through this empire to Persia, having re- 

“ JL ceived great marks of attention both from the British and the 
RUSSIAN governments, we hope the difiicukies it now labours under 
“ will alfo merit their particular regard. Her imperial majefty’s father, 

“ of immortal memory, often propofedand recommended this trade to the 
“ BRITISH fubjedtsj and it is now agreed to by a folemn national compadt. 

“ The BRITISH Icgiilature thought it worthy their encoujagement, and 
“ in confequence of a powerful and expenfive felicitation, an a£t of par- 
“ liament was ohtaincjl in our favour, the good effcdls of which we ex- 
“ pctff to be preferved to us, 

“ The miniflers of her imperial majefty cannot be infenfible of the 
*' great imjtortancc of the British trade to the fuhjedts of tin's em- 
“ pile, and it is upon this account we prefume, that the proteclion of 
“ RUSSIA is promifed to us, as to the moft favoured of ail the nations in 
“ friendihip with this government. We arc not only the fubie< 5 ts of a 
“ prince in perfeif amity with her imperial majefty, but from a regard to 
** our own particular interefts, and even from inclination, we have a con- 
“ cent for her happinefs and glory : hence we arc the more aifeded 
“ with the treatment we have received from the Russian confid in ghi- 
“ LAN, efpecially as wc have given all poflible proof of the lincerity of 
“ our dcfircs to remove every objed of offence. 

“ We cannot indeed conceive that the Russian conful is authorized 
to didrefs us; but under a pretence of zeal for the fervice of his own 
“ country, he has endeavoured to render our trade and fadors otUous, 
** the better to carry his own point: this can lie no other than to give our 
“ fliarc of the trade, into the hands of the Armenians, bccaulc he 
'** makes exadions on them with impunity; efpecially with regard to the 
fliipping in ghilan, over which he affumes fo dellriidivc an autlio- 
** rity. His taking away captain blair’s crev/, at a time when die bri- 

F 2 “ TISH 
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Part I. 

TisH fiiip ELizABt-TH was iu the cxtreamcft diftrefsi his writing to 
“ his court that this flup was fold to the siiahj his mifreprdentations 
“ of the condudl of every private British fadtor in ghilanj his tak- 
ing the advantage of elton’s entcrprize, to inlinuate as if all the 
“ BRITISH fubjedts were plotting againfl: the Russian government; his 
** arrefting an Armenian, who is our fadtor’s head fervant and broker, 
a perfon of worth and fobrietv; his beating him cruelly, and preventing 
“ the execution of his mader’s bufinefs, are all inconteftable proofs of his 
intentions to facrifice our trade to his private views. Therefore, Sir, we 
beg that cither he may be recalled from ghilan, or ordered, in the 
“ mod fcrious manner, to condudl himfelf towards the British fadlors in 
“ PERSIA, as to perfons intitled to all poflible protedtion and regard. If 
“ neither of thcfe can be obtained, we fee no profpedt of preferr ing our 
“ trade, nor any method of preventing its being wredcd from us very loon. 

The mercliants of astrachan have as many diips as can find cm- 
ploy; we only defire the liberty of a free agreement for the freight of 
“ our goods, that our trade may not be obdrudled by the Russian con- 
fill upon any frivolous pretence. As our Ihips on the Caspian were 
built by imperial authority, and the ufe of them is no longer continu- 
“ cd to us we defire that the government will pay to their owners the 
charge of building and fitting them out, agreeably to the repeated de- 
“ clarations made by knez sherbatovk, her imperial majedy’s minider 
** at the BRITISH court. Moreover, as no bufinefs can be carried on 
without correfpondence, we defire that the faid conful be ordered to 
“ deliver our letters regularly ; for we write about our own affairs, and 
“ have no manner of concern with Mr. el ton’s projedls. 

“We arc further refolved to do our utmoft to promote the mod per- 
“ feS: underdanding with the officers and fubi^dts of her imperial ma- 
“jedy, both in astrachan and in Persia; in confequence hereof our 
“ principals in London have lately lent over, through this country, two 
“ perfons of good condudf % who are amply indrufted to avoid all thefe 

^ This was thought an expedient to reconcile thefe differences, * Mr. cvaklms thompsom 
ar«d Mr. G. PR&STOH. 

unhappy 
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“ unhappy dtfFereijces. But give us leave, Sir, again to repeat that it is 
“ ablblut(s4y impofliblc to prevent thefe painful contentions, and the total 
“ diffohition of our trade, whilft Mr. bakoonin, or any other Russian 
“ conful who may fucceed him, is fo very much indifpofed to live in 
“ harmony with us. If tliere is any particular circumftance in which 
our fidlors are deficient, we defire you will acquaint us, or give them 
“ inftruftions yourfelf j and it would be a great means of reconciling all 
difficulties, could they be informed what orders arc given concerning 
“ them, that they be not ignorant of any thing which can contribute to 
“ the eftablifliment and fupport of a perfedt underftanding. 

“We are, &c.” 

But our trade was devoted to ruin, and no remonftrance whatibever could 
make any impreffion on the Russian miniftry. Though our complaints 
were founded upon very ftrong evidence of the frequent infolences and 
the mod wanton indignities offered us by the Russian conful in ghi- 
LANj yet we could obtain no fatisfadtlon : they were indeed tacitly ac- 
knowledged, but at the fame time we were continually reproached with 
Mr. Elton’s proceedings in Persia, which was in effedt to undeceive us 
with regard to the fupport of our commerce, on any other terms than his 
removal. And yet the Russian minifiry faw we could not make any im- 
preffion upon ELTON, his remaining in that country being at length de- 
termined, as the reader will judge from nadir shah’s decree, of which 
ELTON himfelf fent us a tranflation, viz. 

Y the merits of Almighty God our commands are ever obeyed. 

The propereft of the chriffians gemal beg", commiffioner of 
“ our royal navy on the Caspian fea, is by our imperial and moft gra- 
“ cious favour exalted, and given to know; that his petition with re- 
“ gard to his finifiiing dne large flup, and defiring leave to go with fuch 
“ fiiip to astrachan; and concerning feveral other points; is come 
“ to our moft facred prefence, and the meaning thereof underftood. 

" Gemal bec is B flattering aj^llation, fignifying the lord of beauty, or, as we may tranrtate it, 
the knight of the good countenance," which nadir gave slton ; lor eec feenis to be more 
properly a title anfwering to our knights. 


« But 
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“ But as our imperial defigii is to call the propereft of the chriftians at 
“ new year to our vi( 5 lorious ifirrup, and to fettle our naval affairs on a 
“ right foundation. Therefore the propereft of the chriftlans muft defer 
“ AS TRACK AN liimfclf, but fend fuch failors as he has with 

“ him who underftand navigation, to tike care of the Ihip to that port ; 
“ and the propereft of the chriftians muft remain where he is, and fi- 
“ niih the other ftiips ordered, give full diredlions concerning them, 
“ and not exclude himlelf : but on the contrary, make the beauty of his 
fervice appear in the prefence of our univerfal glory j taking this as a 
“ command, and to remain in his duty. 

“ Dated the 26th of the moon skewal, 115S 

The conclufion of this decree feems to be very definitive, thougli it 
is the ordinary flile in fuch cafes. It is not in the leaft lurpriling that 
NADIR made a favourite point of his maritime defigns : his exadions had 
difabled his people from contributing to tlic fupport of Iiis army, and 
jiad abb the pernicious conicquenccs of putting an entire ftop to trade. 
But his inclination to war being not iefiened by the necefiity of ufing his 
INDIAN treafurc, while his avarice encreafed beyond all conception, he 
determined to turn merchant himielf: by the intimation given in the de- 
cree, he expeded one of his own veficls would be ready to tranfport his 
firft adventure to astrachan; but in this he was miftaken, for none 
of the vefi'els, which el ton complcatcd for him, ever came farther than 
derjieno, and that only for one or two voyages. 

The SHAH had ordered a capital of 100,000 crowns to be employed 
in trade, under die care of hahdgee skffik, the cuftomer of reshd, 
a man of good reputation t he ordered him to lay out lialf the capital 
in raw fiik and PEK3j.^tN manufadures, to be itnmcdiately tranfported 
into RUSSIA i and there to be fold for his accouht, or to be carried from 
thence to any other part of europe, as this coininifiary fhould think 
moft for his Intercft. The hahdgee was accordingly fent over in a 

RUSSIAN velTei to astrachan with 200 hales of raw filk. 

# 

^ The begmiung of the year whitih he aiiudes to, according to the Persians, is the vcmrf equi- 
nox, or loth of March, ^ November igth, 1745, 

A royal 
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A royal merchant who might blend politics with commerce, could not 
eafily procure a favourable reception in Russia; the defign in itfelf was 
not lefs ungrateful to the Russians, than that of elton’s building of 
ihips. It is not improbable that a man of nadir’s genius had fome re- 
gard, in a projedl of this fort, to the intelligence which he might pro- 
cure of what was pafllng in Europe, efpecially concerning the Turks, 
the entire conqueft of whom, he had often meditated. As a merchant 
however he declared his expectations c'>f a return of 60 per cent, per an- 
num, which, confidcring n a ,uir’s iifual condudt, was no great encourage- 
ment to his agent ever to make him anv return at ali.. 

The RUSSIANS and Persians are by treaty mutually exempt from 
paving culfoms, but as in CiuiLAN the shah received the duty of lilk of 
the pea.(ants, and confequently the Russians paid it in the price given 
for that commodity, fo in Russia no one was permitted to huy Persian 
filk without paying the duty upon exportation j and thus tlie intention 
of fivouring each other was on both tides defeated: but had the pr;p.- 
STAN commiilary thought it proper, or could have obtained a paffage 
through russi A into any other part of Europe, he would iiave faved 
the tranfit duty to his mafler, as the russia.ns lave the duty of their 
imports into Persia. 

To return to our own affairs; it was flill impofiiblc for the British 
factors in gitilan to condutt thcmfclves in fuch a manjicr, bur the 
RUSSIAN conful in that province found fomctliing to obicct to; in par- 
ticular that they w'ere too much in the Persian intcreil, and interfer- 
ed with the RUSSIAN merchants, whole grcatcif profits arofe from Hfip- 
ping. The memorial recited in the laft chapter, mentions our acquief- 
cence in giving up what we could not keep, viz. the two British ihips 
on the CASPIAN fea ; at* the requell; of the court of St. Petersburg, 
thefe fliips were at length fold to Russian merchants at astrachan, 
and from that time navigated under the Russian flag. Titus ended t!te 
fbort-lived British navi^tion on the Caspian le.t, v\d;crel:>y a deep 
wound was given to this trade already in an expiring comiition. 'Ihe 
RUSSIANS however benefited by our lofs, and received no linali advan- 
tage 
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tage from the models we left them, and by learning of us in thofe parts, 
as they had before done in St. Petersburg, the ufe of tlie beft mate- 
i-ials for Ihip building. 


CHAP. X. 

Antient trade to turkey. Several fa^ories ejlabliped in that country. 
ManufaSlorits in languedoc. The mtirpri/ing genius of the french, 
and the amoiwt of their levant trade in 1720. Defence of the tur- 
key company. jR.emarks on the flks imported from the Caspian, and 
alfo on bullion. 

W HILST the RUSSIA company was thus endeavouring by all poC- 
fible means to eftablifli their CASPIAN trade, our commerce to 
the LEVANT was greatly the fubjedt of debates and though it might not 
be in fo bad a condition as that over the Caspian, yet it certainly lan- 
guirtied with a very fenlible decay. The connexion it has with the Cas- 
pian trade j and the utility which a memorial of what then pall, may 
have in regard to any future inquiries, will, I hope, be an cxcufe for this 
digrellion. 

Our trade to turkey firft began to flourifli in queen Elizabeth’s 
reign, when it was carried on moftly by bullion. King james I. 
eftahlillied a company by charter, and chakles II. confirmed it: but 
it was no earlier than the reign of the latter that we introduced our 
woollen manufadlures into turkey in any confiderable quantity, and of 
thefe our kerfeys were then the chief partj however, we have now a 
treaty of commerce fubfifting with the port, and by means of our tur- 
key company liave fupported ourfelves in that trade for a feries of years, 
much to the advantage of the nation. The fa(^:ories cftabliflied in tur- 
key are at smvrna, aleppo, Constantinople and cairo : at all 
thefe places tire french are fettled alfo; they import cloth and Ame- 
rican goods, in exchange of which they takt^wool, corn, oil, raw filk 
and Other nch commodities ; they have Ukewife feveral other fettlements, 
by which they increafe their influence in turkey. It was not however 

till 
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till the reign of lewis XIV. that they made any flilning figure in this 
trade. The firft introduction of the french into the levant trade 
was attended with very favourable circumftanccs to that nation; for the 
TURKS, in hopes of obtaining their afilftance againlt the einperorcHARLEsV. 
(lie wed them a very diftingulflicd regard. 

Under lewis XIV. Mr. colbert ellablillicd fabrics of cloth in Lan- 
guedoc, and obtained great fupport and encouragement to the inanu- 
fxClurers : by this he propofed not only to promote the commerce of his 
own country, but to enter into political fchemes with the Turks. The 
FRENCH, in order to fliew their fuperior power and grandeur, fent at this 
time a large fleet of ihips of war to Constantinople ; a thing which has 
becnfince praCtifed by France, though not with equal fuccefs. So induf. 
trious is that nation to try all poflible expedients to promote her intereft, and 
from the pride of military glory, to direCt her aims to the increale of 
her riches by commerce : I remember when I was a fadlor at Lisbon 
about the year 1740, Mr. chavionie came as emballador from the 
court of FRANCE to thc king of Portugal, and as we then imagined, 
chiefly with a view to commerce. The portugueze thought it was 
highly incoiitlftcnt with the dignity of his charadler as an embaflador, to 
bring patterns of woollen goods, and produce them publicly at court ; but 
he was of a different opinion, and probably was net without hopes of 
fupplanting us. Soon after his arrival, feveral french fliips and floops 
of war anchored in the tagus, the officers of which, even to the fub- 
altcrns, were condudfed in proceffion to court; a fight which was extreme- 
ly ridiculous to the portugueze, who are no ffrangers to thc fuperior 
maritime power of great Britain. But what gave diem the word: 
impreffion of this effort of France, was the attempt of introducing clan- 
deftinely a conliderable giuantity of french linens, which were brought, 
and part of them fccretly landed, by thofe very fhips of war. 

In regard to Mr. colbert’s fcheme of eftablifliing the french com- 
merce in TURKEY’, the reader will obferve by the papers already quoted J’, 
and delivered to our miniftry in June 17391 great encouragement 

' y Vol, I. p. 59, &c. 

VoL. II. G 


was 
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was given to the manufa<5lories eftablifhed in languedoc, and fince ex- 
tended to provence. Before this time the united provinces had a 
confiderable trade to turkey, but it is now declined, and in fome places 
does not entertain near the number of fadlors as they had formerly. In 
1720, when the plague broke out at mersailles, France imported 
into TURKEY 500,000 1. value. 

>c. 


Of which in cloth about - -- -- -- - 240,000 

In cutlery and other fmall goods - - - - - - 20,000 

Indigo - -- -- -- -- -- -- - 50,000 

Sugar - -- -- - - -- -- -- - 20,000 

Coffee - -- - - -- -- -- -- - 15,000 

And the ballance in filver - -- -- -- - 155,000 


It is to be obferved here, that the french have the periniflion of fend- 
ing the produce of their AMERICAN colonies diredlly to turkey; and 
the iituation of mersailles, in I'cgard to the levant trade, is certain- 
ly a great advantage, efpecially as that city enjoys an cxclufive charter. 
Their cloths are fpungy, but they ai-e thin, light and foft, and adapted to 
the tafte of the Turks : as their rnanufadtories are under good regulation, 
they fupport the quality, and by this means prevent the diminution of the 
price; and as there is an account given of the merchants and their cdecls, 
np one is fuffered to fell more than a proportion of the flock he poflcfles ; 
fo that they feem here to employ their arbitraiy power to an advantageous 
purpofe. Immediately after the conclufion of queen ann’s war, the 
FRENCH crouded to turkey with fuch a profulion of cloth and other 
goods as glutted the market extremely, by which means many of the 
principal merchants of mersailles were ruinedt this revived ovir trade, 
and in the next five years, though wc fent a confiderable quantity of fil- 
ver, we annually exported 18,000 cloths for turkey ; but from that 
time our trade began to decline. 

Peter the great having taken pofleflion of ghilan in 1722, the 
inhabitants of that province ncglc£led the cultWation of their raw filk, 
fo that our fa<!rtors in turkey foon felt the effedt of it; and tliis was 

another 
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another wound to our levant trade. Befides the progrers of the french, 
and the Russians feizing the filk provinces of Persia, further rea- 
fons appeared for the decay of our turkey trade. The coffee from 
EGYPT, which ufed to be a confiderable article, had of late years very 
much failed, as it came cheaper from mocha by our east India fhips. 
Rhubarb, which had alfo been at a much higher price than it is at pre- 
fent, a great part of it which ufed to come by way of turkey, is now 
brought through the Russian dominions for account of that government, 
and generally fent to Amsterdam. The price of raw filk in Europe 
had likewife declined for fome time *. Mohair w'as an article of Ibme 
importance, being confumed in buttons, button-holes and camblets: but 
goats, of whofc hair this is made, fometimes rot as our fliecp do, and 
this occafioiied a diminution in the import, whilff our home confumptioii 
alfo decreafed by means of the new fafliion of metal buttons. Tlic buy- 
ers of mohair however complained aloud that this commodity was import- 
ed only from turkey, and that the merchants had kept it up to an ex- 
orbitant price, importing only 600 bags for the fpace of 16 months, and 
the package of that very inferior. 

In regard to the sherbaff filk, which was bought by our factors in 
GHiLAN, and fent home through Russia, it was found to be two fiiil- 
lings in a pound better than the Persian sherbaff imported from 
TURKEY; for the wafte of one is only 10 per cent, and the other 20, 
the latter being a natural confcquence of the fraudulent package ufed by 
the ARMENIANS \ 

With refpcil; to France, the duty in turkey called messataria, 
has been taken off in favour of that nation, which is 2 i- dollar per bale 
of cloth, and i I per cent, ad valorem on all goods fold by weight : they 
alfo obtained a rcdu£tioa of the cuftom, a bale of 20 cloths being charg- 
ed at 30 dollars only, which was before at 40. Thcfc were very ftrong 
reafons why the turkey trade w'as fo much declined, reafbns which 
called aloud for all the relief that the nature of the thing would pofiibly 

* From 1745 it again advanced very conftdcrably, * The Russians feem to hive as little re- 

gard in this particular, 

G 2 admit : 
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admit: but that fuch an unrefttained liberty of commerce as the com- 
plainants required, would have anfwered the end, and afforded that re- 
lief, was very far from being a clear matter. 

With regard to the cariyung on the filk trade by bullion, the parliament 
thought it for the intereft of the nation to tie up the hands of the Russia 
company, in the purchafe of raw lilk in Persia for gold or filver, or 
in exchange for any commodities except our manufa< 5 lures. The Russi- 
an government was likewife fo far alarmed as to make it death to export 
gold or filver through that country into the shah’s dominions. It often 
happens however, when the demand for cloth in Persia is much fliort 
of the value of the raw filk at market, this commodity is then obtain- 
able only for money. The turkey company was very fenliblc of this, 
and though their trade was underflood to be carried on by manufailories 
only, yet they have often imported into turkey great quantities of Spa- 
nish filver. Indeed I never could apprehend this to be injurious to the 
national intercfl, more tlian the commerce which is carried on from hence 
to the UNITED provinces and other countries, in the gold and filver of 
foreign dominions. The national coin, I conceive, ought to be facred 
to us who have no mines of gold or filver ; but foreign coin or bullion 
is only a commodity, which may be ad vantageoufly exported in excliange 
for any material of a beneficial trade. An unwrought commodity ma- 
nufa<»lured at home, whilfl it gives employment to our people, will pro- 
duce gold and filver ; for induflry is the true fburce of riches : befides, 
trade feldom can be forced but to a great difad vantage, and perhaps in 
no country with more difficulty and lofs than in Persia. Nor can the 
confumption of our manufactures be diminiffied by exporting bullion, un- 
lefs we fuppofe that where money is plenty, there will be lefs demand for 
cloathing ; whereas experience proves the contrary: and as to bartering cloth 
for filk, it is not praClifed in Persia; but ready money being paid for 
fuch filk, the Persian merchant will lay it out again in cloth if he finds it 
beneficial. When a market is glutted, it is often better to fell even at a 
lofs, which may be always done where there is money, and by this means 
make quick returns, than to fufter goods to lay-by any length of time: 

when 
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when a n^rket k not glutted, manufadlures or merchandize are always 
fuppofed to be moft beneficial to the private merchants, and confequently 
the import of them preferred to gold or filver: but if at any certain time, 
there is abfolutely no demand for our goods, is it beneficial to a nation to 
prohibit the ufe of gold and filver in the purchace of an un wrought com- 
modity, the manufadory of which brings an accumulation of wealth ? 

We do in fad fend out gold and filver to feveral countries in Europe ^ 
from whence wc receive only wrought commodities, or ufelefs articles. 
But if the prohibition of employing gold or filver is founded in realon, it 
cannot operate to the intent of the legiflature in particular cafes. It does 
not, 1 think, feem applicable to the turkev nor to the Indian trade; 
nor will it I conceive be to that of Persia, if ever we eftablilh ourfelves 
again in the northern provinces of that country. 


C H A P. XI. 

Enquiries concerning the levant trade in 1744. Ihe great advantage 
of it. The imp -rtance of our •woollen manufactures. Further reafons 
for the decay of the levant trade. The intcrprfition of the crov'n ne- 
cejfary. 

O UR TURKEY trade was now fallen into fo fenfible a decay, that 
feveral perfons, particularly clothiers and packers, began to intereft 
themfelves deeply: Mr. john lodge, an eminent packer, ihewed a pa- 
triot fpirlt upon this occafioii : and, in conjunclion with feveral confider- 
able merchants, he efpoufed the caufe of the national intereft, as it appear- 
ed to him, with a becoming warmth. The decay of this branch of com- 
merce was obvious, but the caufes of it were not univerfally underftood, 
though It had been fo mhch canvafled not long before*^. 

The defire to vindicate our own ads is natural to us, and where pri- 
vate advantage and inclination interfere with the public intereft, the lat- 

^ Hoi- LAND and swan bn in particular, and from HOi.tANo we export filver to Russia, which 
conllitutcs part of the ballance of our trade with that country. * See vol. I. chap. V'lir. 

ter 
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ter generally fufFers. The turkey company became fufpefled of parti- 
ality, but the complainants were fubje£t to the fame imputation : the lat- 
ter urged that the condudl of that company was the only caufe of the de- 
cay in queftion, and that to make it intirely a free and open trade would be 
the heft or only remedy to reftore it. Upon enquiry into the circumllances 
of the LEVANT traders, it was found that our annual imports of raw 
illk from all countries, except turkey, for 21 years, viz. from the year 
1720 to 1740 inclufive, did not exceed 170,000 great pounds of 24 
ounces, of which was brought from the east indies about 120,000 

From ITALY — — — — — — 30,000 

From SPAIN, and other places in the mediterranean — 20,000 

But from turkey only, including tlic three following years, 
viz. from 1720 to 1743, of the fame weight was yearly 
imported - - 


The importation however decrea/ed very fad. In 5 years, 
from 1722 to 1726, the import from turkey was 
1,472,491 fmall pounds of 16 ounces, which amounts an- 
nually to great pounds •— — — — . — 

Butin 1737 to 1741, it was 659,519 fmall pounds, which 
are great pounds annually only — — 

Mohair yarn imported from turkey for the above 23 years, 
was yearly — — — — 

Cotton wool for 20 years, as above, from the year 1721 to 

1740, yearly — — — — 

Cotton yarn for the faid 20 years — — 


> 6,000 

196.000 
88,336 

200.000 

330.000 
60,000 


Thus at a moderate computation, viz. filk at j 9 s. the great pound, cot- 
ton wool at 1 s. cotton yarn at 2 s. and mohair at 6 s. deducting 1 5 per 
cent, for duties, freight and charges, which is alfo national profit, re- 
mains 236,470 1 . There was alfb a confiderfede value in rhubarb, coffee 
and other drugs, to make up the annual amount of our imports. 

The value of our woollens exported to turkey, together with tin, 
cochinepil, and fomc lead, for the above 20 ye^s, has been annually on- 

^ Raii^ American cotton is at 2od, mohair from turkey, according Co the quality, is from 
a ft. 6 d. to 1 2 5 . the pound. 
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ly 1 80,000 1 . From hence it appears what confiderable advantages have 
been made by the levant merchants, and how much it is an objcil 
.worthy of the national proteeftion j for if by exporting 180,000 I. for the 
moft part in our wrought wool, the Iburce from whence our riches are 
chiefly derived, we could have returns in un wrought commodities annually 
to the value of 236,470 1. how many thoulands of the induftiious and moft 
deftrving part of this nation would not fuch a trade employ in a feries of 
years ; and what an accumulation of wealth would it not produce ! This 
conflderation ftiould awaken all our care, to adapt our cloth to the tafte 
of the TURKS, and indeed of every nation ; and to be aflidiums not only 
to preferve tlic trade we already poflefs, but alfo to extend it, at the fame 
time f'.s we guard againft the confequences of the induflry and application . 
of thofc who are already come in for a large fliare of this commerce. 

The ftate in which feveral other nations have lived for fome ages, . 
feems to have foothed us into a notion that things will always remain in 
the fame condition ; this lulls us into a fecurity with regard to their com- 
mercial enterprises, and is the occafion of our reludlance to believe any 
thing to their advantage. Can there be a greater proof of the rapidity 
w'ith which a maniifufture makes its progrefs, \vhen encourageii by a 
powerful prince than is met with in France? In the year 1700 there, 
were only 3000 pieces of cloths made in lancuedoc, but in J740, the 
lame province manufu^lurcd So, 000 pieces. It is very clear from the 
great progrefs of the frf.ncu, that although great Britain abounds 
mod in materials, fleill and induftry can bring other nations to rival, and, 
in fome inftances, even to excel us at fome markets. 

It is true, that the long and heft fort of wool was for fome time full 
a guinea per tod of 20 lbs. which is above 20 per cent, more than the 
common price. The demand for our woollen manuHiiVurcs borli for 
ASIA and AMERICA, as well as in the feveral markets of Europe, has 
been alfo very great of late years, and probably w'ill in fome mcafurc 
continue the famej however, every flow muft naturally have its ebb, as 
the fame experience evince*s ", We ought not by any means to think we 

■'.in 1752, coarfe wooilena are fallen in price near 20 per cent. 
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are in no danger, whilft our obfervation proves what other nations arc 
able to perform. If our very fuccefs argues the greit importance of 
preferving our manufadtures, it is deeply incumbent upon us to keep 
tlie manufacturers to a juft ftandard: in this the intereft of gentlemen 
wJio have large pafture lands is intimately concerned, as well as that of 
the trader, and indeed of the whole nation ; we ouglit therefore to be 
watchful, not only to afford thefe manufactures on eafy terms, but to 
improve and adapt them to every taftc : and upon this point, next to the 
materials, the conteft will chiefly reft. The peculiar advantages which 
forne nations enjoy, can hardly ever be forfeited without their own faults : 
we have feen the complaint of the levant traders, with regard to their 
cloth ; the fame complaint would have exifted in the Caspian trade, 
had it continued j and it cannot be intirely from the connexion there is 
between the french and the p glanders, that the latter take of us only 
coarfe cloths; France and ajx la chappf.l annually furnifti them 
with 100,000 I. value in cloth, which is inferior to ours in fubdance 
and duration, but its foftnefs, colour and lightnefs give it a preference in 
their efteem. Wc are every day making new fabrics, and lliew great 
art and fertility of invention in articles of lefs moment. No nation can 
make fuch excellent cloth as this ; why we do not employ our Ikill and 
induftry to accommodate every tafle, and to come in for a fhare at every 
market, whilft our natural advantages fecure fome to us intirely, is what 
-Ido not comprehend, unlefs we are glutted with riches. 

TlIic complaints already mentioned prove how inconfiderate our 
clothiers are, who from a prefumption of being fure of a demand re- 
gard only the prefent moment; and we generally find the quality of goods 
is inferior, in proportion as the demand is large: the confequence is, 
that when the demand llackens, the manufa<ftur^r cannot be eafily brought 
haek to his proper ftandard of work. Another matter of complaint is, 
that the excelfes to which our common people are addided, have in- 
creafed the price of their labour beyond the due proportion of the value 
of proviiions, fo that the clothier is tempted to increafe his quantity ra- 
ther than improve the quality of his goods. Thefe evils, though difficult 

to 
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to cure, are certainly not irremediable j but the attention of the mer- 
chant, in conjun<5lion with the legiflature, may, in a great meafure, pre- 
vent the pernicious confcquences. 

As the world grows more enlightened, every country will make efforts 
to be independent: the conrcquence muft: be, that the nation whole lux- 
ury at home raifes the value of all its produdlions moft, will have the leaft 
foreign trade; and if at the fame time it makes a great confumption of 
foreign productions, it will certainly decline into poverty. If we learnt 
the art of parfimony in any tolerable degree, we fliould fight our neigh- 
bours with a two-edged fword. 


It may be juftly confidered as one argument of the great opnlency of 
this nation, that many artificers, mechanics, and even perions of labo- 
rious profclfions, have by their induftry acquired great fortunes, and live 
in rpicndonr; this is hardly to be found in any other nation. Fkance, 
which is our great competitor, can hardly produce an inftance of a dfer, 
packer, or other mechanic employed in preparing and finilhing niaim- 
faCtories, tvho are arrived to fuch a condition of life. Tlie luxury in 
1' RANGE does not appear to have yet reached to near the height as it is 
in ENGLAND, among the middling or laborious orders of the people; and 
whiill they can procure the nccellary parts of labour mucli elieapcr than 
we do, they mult confcqucntly have tjie advantage over us. liut it is 
time to put an end to this dlgrctiion, and to return more immediately to 
the T u R fc !■: v t r a( le . 


What palled in the year 1718 ^ is a convincing proof that the company 
fell into milbakes, through an impatient defire of private gain, injurious 
to the national intereft; nor is it fo much to be wondered at as lamented; 
but it did not follow th;jt the trade could, in th.e nature of things, be 
made free and open. On the contrary, thcic were fevera! vtMibns ila t!ic 
decay of the turkey trade, foreign to the cxchtlivc privileges of the 
company: among many others which they afi’g.icd, was thu c s' rhe 
heavy cxpence with which it was loaelcd; for it appeared by accounts 

^ See voJ. I. p. 
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from 1733 to 1740, that the fums levied on the levant company at 
CONSTANTINOPLE were no Icfs than ----- 214,074 dollars 

At SMYRNA, for the lame time - - - - - - 57,628 * 

At ALEPPO, for the fame time ------ 80,065 

WhicJi, including extraordinary prefents, and reckoning the dollars at 3 s. 
comes to 8000 1. a year, which is about 4 per cent, upon their exports, 
a burthen which no European trade at tiiis time can bear, and what 
had now involved the company in a heavy debt. 

No man will doubt that every kingdom is rich, in proportion to the 
number and opulency of its inhabitants j is it not then the interefl of the 
crown of great Britain, and of the w'hole nation to eafe this branch 
of trade, and to fupport the embalfador in tukicky, whofc appointments 
arc about half the fum in queftion ? and would it not be for the dignity 
and advantage of the government, that the embaffidor fliould not only 
appear as the king’s fervant, but have a iixt falary from the cro^vn, e.t 
a court wiierc regal power is fo much refpeifted Certainly this circuin- 
flance is worthy of more attention from the Icgiflature than yet appears 
to have been belfow'ed upon it. Among other minuter particulars wliieh I 
have heard complained of there is this, that wchave not any lazaret- 
to at STANLEY CREEK., lo that the cargoes are deprived of many conve- 
niences in quarantain which other netions enjoy. 


C II A R XIL 

NcceJJity of regulations in turkey. Companies effential to fame trades. 
T^he great benefits ofi the oriental trade. ’The jews refujed admittance 
into the turkey trade. A bill propofied for regulating the levant 
trade. * 

M onopolies, or exclufive privileges, arc generally ungrateful to the 
people of a free Ratej it was therefore natui'al to thofe who had 
not any perfonal knowledge abroad, nor experiance at home, relating to 
the commerce of Asia, to think that a total freedom in the turkey 

trade 
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trade would remove the evils under which it laboured; the difference be- 
tween the CHRISTIAN and mohommkdan religions, alfo the various po- 
lities and cuftoms, render it indilpcnfabl/ i.cceffuy that our fadors in 
TURKKV, Ihould be un ler fubordinaticn and re^h Idions : but this never 
could be the cafe, was the trade open as that of Portugal or spa in: 
and though in the circiur.ilances of this tlechning trade, as great an indul- 
gence ought to have been dicwn tt) every fubject, as the nature of the 
thing will admit ; yet the intereff of the company I do not conceive can 
be preferved without an incorporated focicty, wlio, by keeping tlieir fac- 
tors in due fubordi nation abroad, will watch over the honour' of the na- 
tion, as well as their own commercial intereft. 

The want of fuch a fociety in our Caspian trade, produced many 
fid proofs of that difeord which muff threaten the fubverlion of every 
cftahiiihnient of this nature. Tlic Russia merchants arc but nominally 
a body corporate, compared with the levan t traders, and however good 
the inclinations of the former might be, they could not fupport that ceco- 
nomy which the nature of their circumftances required. This, to all 
appearance, would be the cafe with the turkey company, was their 
trade left intircly open ; indeed this muff ever be die cafe, ip. proportion 
to tb.c neceflity there is of fupportip.g good order abroad, as well as at 
home- 

But this argument receives an additional force, with, regard to countries 
where our military ffrength is effcntial to the fupport of our commerce. 
We have fecn this verified lately in the aerican trade, till the crown 
took the care and burthen of fupporting tl'.e fcrthications in that quarter 
ofthe world. It is true, ibme diredors of companies in paff times, have 
played fo unfair a g.nne, as will probably render tiioir names odious; but 
this makes nothing agalnff the general notion of companies, as effcntial 
to the condudf of certain trades, more than the evil admin iftrarion of a 
minifter does to government in general. There are, I know, ffveral per- 
fons of very eminent rank and authority in this counti-y, wlio have con- 
tradled an invdncible prejudice againft trading companies ; but they do 
not feem to diftinguifli tiie nature and circumffances of the feverai branches 

Hz of 
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of trade, to which clifperent kinds of ceconomy are ncceffary, particular- 
ly in our Asiatic commerce. 

And now I have mentioned this fubjedt, it may not be improper to ob- 
ferve, that the oriental trade is truly the miilrefs and fovereign of all o- 
thers, and has been fo for many ages. The portugueze and the 
DUTCH laid the foundation of their power and reputation in this com- 
merce : with regard to the British nation it ever muft be of the higheil 
moment, not only on account of the immediate advantages derived from 
it, but alfo to check the growing power of France and other nations in 
regard to their commercial intereft in asi^v : it can be no diminution of 
the value of this trade, as fomc imagine, that many articles imported 
from thence, ferve only to promote luxury; for upon the fame principle 
GREAT BRITAIN may relcdl tlvc fruit and winc of po R TUG A L and spa in 
with the fugar and tobacco of America ; and this woidd carry us into 
a fpeculation foreign to tlic preient conflitution of the world, with re- 
gard to commerce in general. 

When weconfidcr the great numbers of hands employed as mecha- 
nics as well as feamen, this trade appears to be an objedl of the highelt 
national regard ; nor is it any fblid oojedfion to the oriented tiadc, tliat it 
requires the exportation of a great quantity of filver ; for the wealth of 
a nation is not to be computed from the quantity of gold and lilver in it j 
OUR riches at leafl confill: in the produce of the country, and the induftry 
of the inhabitants : by thefe this nation is become great and powerful ; 
by thefe we draw filver from .Mexico, and gold from ekazit in fo ample 
a proportion; and even from east india we have fupplies of gold; fo 
that in this courfe of circulation what detriment is it if we fend a quan- 
tity of filver to ASIA ? We are to confider further the great advantages 
of exporting our woollen manufactures, and of •importing from thence 
raw’ filk and raw cotton, wl/ich furnifh freth employment to our people : 
we are to remember the ufeful commodities of other countries, wdiich 
we receive in return for our india goods, and the ballance in money: 
in a word, it may be afTcttcd, that the advantages arc too appareivt to 
need any enumeration. 


As 
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As to the LEVANT trade, I can ealily comprehend tlie force of the ar- 
guments which the turkey company ufcd upon this occafion, with re- 
ganl to the danger of letting in all forts of people, and confcquently of 
taking off fuch filutary reftridlions as experience has proved to be necef- 
fary. It was not, I prefurae, from an impatient defire of power that the 
TURKEY traders rejedfed the meafurcs propofed : every nation trading to 
TURKRV makes and practices rules differetU from thofe in ufe in their' 
commerce with Christians. The Dutch'^, who are not in fo good a 
condition in turkey as the English, have, among others, one difiin- 
guifiicd regulation, which is, that no fiiip of lefs burthen than 300 tuns, 
a!id mounting 24 guns, fiiall go to turkey: and the french, whom I 
have alreaily mentioned, fupport the utmoft uniformity of condudf in re- 
gard to this trade, both at home and abroad. The duty wliich our 
TURKEY company have taxed thcmfelves with at prefent, is 3 per cent, 
on goods configned to their own fa< 3 :ors, and 5 per cent, if coniigned to 
the ihbjct'ds of the grand sihcnior j and none but a fuhjcift of great 
BRITAIN and free of the company, can fend any goods to that country; 
but that freedom may now be eafily procured. The engh^i!i faiflors 
liavc hardly been known to make any difficulty in paying this duty, and 
if they do, die remedy is by diflraining. 

The power of determining difputcs between the British fubje£ls in 
our fadovies abroad, is generally veiled in the British confiil, in a great- 
er or lelfcr degree, according to the difference of places ; but this fcenis 
to be founded rather in the confent of parties, than in any law of our 
conftitution, fo that appeals arc often made to the national magiffrates ; 
whereas in Turkey all diiTcrenccs are determined widiin ourfelvcs, and 
and generally brought to a fpcedy dccifion. 

It is a good maxim in*commerce, to keep it as much as poffiblc in its 
courfe, and not make alterations by way of experiment; hut the fickly 
ccondition of this trade demanded a more falutary regimen. In what pro- 
portion it had decayed in the five laft years, with refpeef to raw llik, mo- 

^ They have however a conful at s m y r n a and a l e r r o > and a minillcr at c o xs t \ n t r n o p r. e , 
and, if they do not equal, come near us in point of interelt in that ccimiry. 

hair 
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hair and cloth, the following is an extract from the cuftom-houfe, which 
was publiflied upon this occalion, viz. 


Silk imported from turkey the 
five preceeding years. 



lbs. 

1734 

- — 274,720/. 

1735 — 

— 106,401 

1736 — 

— 227,976 

1737 — 

■ — ^ 7>774 

1738 — 

— 168,634 


865,505/,: 


Mohair yarn imported from tur- 
key the five preceeding years. 



lbs. 

*734 — 

— 97.327 

*735 — 

— none 

1736 — 

— 236,722 

*737 — 

— 241,179 

1738 — 

216,806 


792,034 


Silk imported from turkey the 
lall five years. 



lbs. 

1739 — — 

170,391 

1740 — — 

none 

1741 — 

324.175 

1742 — — 

24 

*743 — 

138,3084 


632,877 


Mohair yarn imported from tur- 
key the laft five years. 


*739 — 

lbs. 

— 49.388 

1740 — 

— none 

1741 — 

— 152,146 

■1742 — 

— none 

*743 — 

— 208,699 


410,233 


Cloth exported to turkey the j 


five preceeding years. 


long cloths 

Ihort cloths 

*734 

4,7664 

500 

*735 

i 8 , 946 » 

3 >* 5 o 

1736 

8,368 

1,485 

*737 

1 1,463 

2,182 

•1738 

2 *.574'- 

1,664 


65,1181 

8,981 


Cloth exported to turkey the 
laft five years. 



long cloths 

(hort cloths 

*739 

j, 99 il 

660 

1740 

8,254 

1,6804 

* 74 * “ 

3.9*0 

S83 

1742 

5,168 

2 , 22*2 

*743 

1 2,100 

*. 75 *^ 

t 

3 *.4231 

6,8954 
A review 
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A review of this account could not but alarm the commercial part of 
the nation, and induce the legiflature to take it ferioufly into their con- 
fideration. 


The JEWS now defired to be admitted into a fliare of the trade, and 
the demand of the generality of the people was for an oj^cn commerce, 
or a limitation of the charter granted to the turkey company : the 
JEWS were ftrongly objedlcd to, particularly by thofc members of the com- 
pany who had moil experience in the trade. The conlidcration of difference 
in religion among people fubjed to one common government, docs not 
feem effential in commercial affairs, nor is it regarded much in our Europe- 
an trade; but the great influence they are fuppofed to have in asia, crea- 
ted an infupcrablc difricuUy to tlicir admittance. It feemed natural to be- 
lieve, that by admittiiig no other jews than thofc of London, and plac- 
ing thei'c under the fame common reflridlions as other fubjeifs, that they 
would employ their power in favour of this nation, under whofe go- 
v'crnmcut they are happy. It appeared however oit this occafion, as if 
they were doomed to be excluded on account of their religion, at leall it 
feemed a hard luppofltion, that European jfavs (hould be at the bottom 
of all fehemes againif European trade with asia, as was then allcdgcd. 
It w'as further objeded, that tlie jews in constaxtinopi': would pro- 
mote a monopoly of the turkey commodities v. ii;) tlic jews in exg- 
land, to the picjudicc of the other lubjc<its ot t'fis nation, and that die 
JEWISH fadrors abroad would underwork the cuiiis io/kXs : it was alia 
urged, that the iiiflucnce of the jews, ariflnj?; from tlieir great riches, 


would have too great a weight in the comtv, 


ale. But was not tliis an 


acknovvk'ilgment that they were boki tr:; Icrs, pofidTcd of lar'ic capitals, 
and would be contentcil with fmall proik'. r if it was, a al tiiat the trade 
was really in danger of being loll to this nation, were EiOi; tiieie the very 
people who bid fairefl to rival the french? T'iicrc was yet a further 
objcdlion, that they might go tcj market to Marseilles for their 
cloths, and only bring their filk here : even tliis might be preferable 
to the lofs of the trade,, for all conmiodlties wla'ch we mauufaclurc 
at home, arc certainly great national benefits : but it was ledlon- 
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able to imagine, that the jews under the protection oTthe British 
crown, might be reftrained to a fubjeCtion to British laws, as well in 
commerce as in civil fociety in general. 

It was however allowed, that the jews who rehde in turkey arc, 
for the moft part, an immoral people, and have by a kind of confede- 
racy eftablidied an exorbitant brokerage of i or more per cent, as it vvere 
by inheritance j and this reafon, joined to others of the like nature, in- 
duced the french to ftipitulate with the Turks, that they might not 
be obliged to employ jews. The debate, which at this time ran high, 
was at length reduced to this iffuc, viz. whether the liberty of trad- 
ing to turkey fliould be granted to all his majefty’s fubjeCts, or to all 
his chriftian fubjecls only ; and whether it fliould be made an open trade, 
or continue cxcluiive under the reftriCtions the Icgillature might judge ne- 
cefliiiy. Upon this occafion the following hill for enlarging and regulat- 
ing the trade to the levant feas was propofed to the parliament. 


\ 7LT LAS king JAMES the firft by his letters patent, bearing date the 

“ VV fourteenth day of December, in the third year of his reign, did grant 
“ to fcveral perfons therein nanjed, and to their fons, and fuch otheis as (houid 
“ then after be admitted or made free, that «hey (houkl be one fellowfliip, and 
“ one body corporate and politic, by the name of the govTrnor and company ot 
“ merchants of England, trading into the levant feas, and by the fame name 
“ fliould have perpetual fucceinon ; and did direft, that all perfons, fubjefls of 
“ this realm, being mere merchants, which then were, or after the date of the faiil 
“ letters patent, fliould happen to be under the age of twenty-lix years, or not out 
“ of his or their apprcnticcfliips, fliould be admitted into the freedom of the faid 
company, if he or they fliould demand the fame, within one year next after 
“ he or they fliould attain the age of twenty-fix years, or within one year ai'ter the 
“ end of his or their apprcnticcfiiips, and fhould offer and pay to the fuel governor 
and company, for Ifis or their admittance, the fumof twenty five pounds ; and 
“ did furtlier <.iire'5i, that all perfons, fubjefts of this realm of England, being 
“ mere rncrcharits, above the age of twenty-fix years, fliould be admitted into 


the freedom! of ih.: 
allb direct, teat all 


fuel Company, u[x>n paying a fine of fifty pounds; and did 
and every the fons of fuch as were or fliould be free of the 


“ faid company, and alio all their apprentices employed in th^t trade, for the 
Ijiuce of three >ears or upwards, within the limit of the faid letters patent. 


“ Ihcukl, 
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fhould, after tlie end of their apprentkelhips, be admitted to the freedom of 
“ the faid company, on payment of the fum of twenty ftiillings only ; 

“ And whereas king Charles the fecond, by las Ictteis patent, bearing date 
“ the fccond day of April, in the thirteenth year of his reign, did ratify and con- 
“ firm the fame letters patent of king James the fii ft; and did further direft, that 
“ no perfon refiding within twenty miles of the city of London firould be admit- 
“ ted iiico the freedom of the faid company, or have any benefit of the privileges 
“ thereof, unkfs he be made free of the faid city- 

“ And whereas of late years the trade into the levant fcas has very mucli de- 
“ creafed; and the taking of lefs fines for the admilfion of perfons into the free- 
“ dom of the faid company, and not reftraining the freedom thereof to mere 
“ merchants, and Inch perfons only who refide within twenty miles of the city 
“ of LON DON, as are free of the faid city, and the allowing ix’Tfons admitted into 
“ tire faid company to trade jointly or feparately, and to export all forts of goods 
“ a!id merchandize of the growth, produce or manufaclure of great Britain, 
“ or the dominions thereof, or the east indiks (not proliibitcd. by law to be ex- 
ported) to any port cr place within the limits of the laid letters patent, from 
“ what parts oi <;reat Britain, and at what time, and in what quantity, and 
“ on board wliat fiiips (navigated according to law) they fliall rcfpe£live!y think 
proper-, and alfo to import in the like manner, from any pert or place within 
“■ tlic limits ot the faid letters patent, raw filk, or any other goods or commodi- 
“ tits puiThafcd avithin the faid limits (not prohibited by law to be imjiortcd) by 
'•'•barter, with woollen or other manufaclurcs, goods or comn'oditics exported 
*■* from GREAT BRITAIN, into any port or place within the limits of the faid let- 
“ ters patent, gold or filver in coin or bullion excepted, or with the produce a- 
“ riling from the files of fuch manufactures, goods or commodities fo exported 
as aforefaid, arc the molt probable means to recover and extend the faid trade, 
“ for tlic benefit of this nation : 

“ May it therefore pleafe your moft excellent majefty, that it may be enaifted, 
“ that from and after the i-jth day of June 1744, every fubjccl of this realm, 
“ defiring admiflion into the faid company of merchants ot England trading in- 
“ to the LEVANT feas, commonly called or known by the name of the i-urkev 
company, on requeft in that behalf to be mjide to the governor or dqiuty go- 
“ vernor, ftiall be admitted into the faid company, within the fpace oi twenty- 
eight days after iuch requeft fllall be made, and fhall liave, idc and enjoy, all 
“ the liberties, privileges, jurifdliftions, franchifes, powers and authorities, gfant- 
VoL. II. I “ ed 
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“ ed to the faid company by the faid letters patent, as largely, fully and amply, 
“ too all intents, conflruChions and purpofes, as any other member of the faid 
“ company could, can, or may have, ufe or enjoy the fame, by virtue of the faid 
“ letters patent, fuch fubject paying for fuch his admiflion, for the ufe of the faid 
“ company, only the fum of twenty pounds and no more, and taking the ufual 
“ oath of the freemen of the faid company, or being of the people called qua- 
** KERs, the affirmation. 

“ And be it further cnatfled, that from and after the faid 24th day of June 
** 1744, the fum of tweiity pounds and no more, ffiall be demanded, taken or 
“ accepted, by the faid company, for any admiffion to the freedom thereof; the 
“ faid letters patent, or any ilatute, law, order, conftitution or ordinance of 
the faid company, made 01; to be made to the contrary thereof in any wife 
“ notwi'hftanding. 

“ And be it further enafted, thafe where any perfon or perfons rcfiding in any 
“ out-port, or any other place within this realm, being fubjecls thereof, (hall 
“ make requeft to be admitted into the faid company, by liis agent or deputy, 
“ making tender of twenty pounds for his admiffion, the governor or deputy 
“ governor, Ihall, within twenty days after fuch requert, appoint one or more 
“ perfon or perfons to admit fuch perfon or perfons into the freedom of the faid 
“ company; and to adminifter to him or them the oath to be taken by the iree- 
“ men of the faid company, or being one of the people called ql^akers, a fo- 
“ lemn affirmation ; whicli oath or affirmation he or they are hereby inipowered 
“ to adminiller; which admiffion, and adminiftration of the faid oath or affirma- 
“ tion, (hail be as good and effectual, as if the fame were a(!:hially done by the 
“ faid governor or deputy governor. 

“ And be it further enabled, that if any perfon, being a fubjeift of this realm, 
“ fliall, by himlelf or his agent, make requefl: to be admitted into the faid com- 
“ pany, and ffiall pay or tender, or caufo to be paid or tendered, the fum of 
twenty pounds for his admiflion, as direfied by this aft, and he ffiall be refilled 
“ to be admitted and made free of the faid company, contrary to the true in- 
“ tent and meaning of this aft ; every fuch perfon being fo refufed, ffiall be from 
“ thenceforth deemed to be, and ffiall be, free of the faid company, and a mem- 
“ ber thereof, and ffiall cnjpy the fame liberties, privileges, juriltiiclions, iVan- 
“ chifcs, powers a^'d authorities, in as full and aihple a manner as any other 
“ member < 3 l the faid company doth or may enjoy any thing herein, or in the 
faid letters patent contained, or in any ftatute, law, order, conftitution, or ordi- 

“ nance 
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nance of the faid company, made or to be made, to the contrary tlicreof in 
“ any wife notwithflanding. 

“ Provided always, that nothing herein contained (hall extend, or be conftru- 
“ ed to extend, to oblige the fons of Inch perfon or perfons as are or (hall be 
“ free of the faid company, on or before the faid 24th day of June 1744, nor 
“ any perlbn or perfons, who are, or fhall be, apprentices to any merchant or 
“ merchants free of the faid company, on or before, the faid 24th day of June 
“• 1744, to pay any greater fum for his or their admiLtance into the freedom of 
“ the faid company, than the fum of twenty fliilUngs. 

“ And be it further enafted, that from and after the faid 24th day of June 
“ 1744, all and every perfon or perfons being free, or to be made free, of the faid 
“company, may and fliall (eparately or jointly export, or caufc to be exported, 
“ out of t.REAT BRITAIN', to any port or place, witiiin the limits of the faid iet- 
“ ters patent, inanyiiRinsH or plantation built fliips navigated according to 
“ law, at any time, to any perfon or perfons whatfoever, being fubjeds of this 
“ realm and free of the faid company, or fons or apprentices of freemen of the 
“ faid company, id long as lie or they fliall continue to fubmit to and remain 
“ under the protedion and diredion of the British embalfador and confuls re- 
“ fpcdivcly lor the time being, and fubjed to the by-laws and regulations of 
“ "he faid company, and irom any port or place in grimt Britain, as he or 
“ tl'.cy ihali rbii'.k prop-er, any goods, wares or merchantiiaes of tlic growth, pro- 
“ ducc or manutadure ot great Britain, or the dominions thereof, or the east 
“ INDIES, (not prohibited by law to be exported.) and alfo to import in the like 
“ manner, from any port or place within the limits of rlic laid letters patent, 
“ from any picrfon or perfons whatfoever, being fubjeds of this realm and free of 
“ the faid company, or fons or apprentices of fivetnen of the faid com])any, fo 
“ long as he or they fliall continue to fubmit to, and remain under the protedi- 
“on and diredion of the British embaflador and confuls refpedivcly for the 
“ time being, and fubjed to the by-laws and regulations of the laid company, raw 
“ filk, or any goods or commodities purchafed within the laid limits : (not pro* 
“ hibitetl by law to be exported) iuch raw filk, goods or commodities, being pur- 
“ chafed by barter, with woollen or other manufadurcs, goods or commodities, 

exported from CiREAT Britain into any port or piacewicliin the limits of the (aid 
“ letters patent, (gold or filver in coin or bullion exfepted) or wicli the jtj o'duce 
“ arifing from the fales of fftch manufadurcs, goods of commodities exported as 
“ aforefaid, or with the produce arifing from the freights of fuch fljip‘s, or from 

I 2 “ confulage. 
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“ confulagc, or the commiflion for faftorage upon manufaflurcs, goods or com- 
“ modities which have been or fliall be exported from, and imported to great 
“ RRiTAiN, ami not otherwife, u])on paying and fecuring the cuftoms and other 
“ duties payable for the fame, to liis majetly, his heirs and fucccflbrs, by any law 
“ now in force; and upoi:i paying fucli fum or fums of money as are or fhall from 
“ time to time be adjudged requifite and convenient for the common profit or fuf- 
“ tentation, or the r.eceflary and reafonablc ftipends, and other charges of the faid 
“ company, and are or fltall be afleflcd on any goods, wares, or merchandizes, to 
“ be exported or imported as aforefaid, or upon any (hips laden with the fame, by 
** the greater part of any general court of the faid company ; any (latute, law, or- 
“ tier, conftitution or ordinance of the faid company, made or to be made to the 
“ contrary thereof, in any wife notwithllanding. 

“ And be it further enabled, that from and after the 25th day of March 1 74 :V, 
“ every commander, mailer, or pcrlbn having the charge of any fliip or vcfle!, 
** on board of which any raw filk, goods or coinmodities purchai'ed witliin the 
“ limits of the faid letters patent, fliall be laden or fliippcd to be imported into 
“ this kingdom of great fliall produce and deliver to the collector or 

“ comptroller, or other chief officer of the cufloms, at the port or place where 
“ fuch (hips fliall be unladen at the time of -making his report, a certificate or 
“ manifefl under the hand and feal of the cmbalfador, agent, refident, conful 
“ or vice*conful for the time being, refiding at the port or place, wliere fuch raw 
“ filk, goods or commodities w'crc laden or Ihippcd, teflifying that the perfon 
or perfons, to whom fuch certificate or manifefl is granted, had made oath, or, 
“ being one of the people called quarers, had folcmnly affirnK-d before him, 
“ that fuch raw filk, goods or commodities, w-cre truly jiurchufcd by barter with 
“ woollen goods or other manuiadUircs, goods or commodities which had been 
“ exported from on's, at rritaix, or with the produce arifing from the falcs or 
“ CO nniiffions for ia-ftorage of fuch manufaifiiures, goods or commodities ; or 
“ from confidage, or with the produce arifing from the freight of fuch fliip or 
“ vefill, or any other n’MTjsn or plantation-built fliip or vellel, which had been 
“ employed in the f lid trade, to the bell of hir, or^ their knowledge or belief; 
“ which oath or affirmation, the (aid cmballador, agent, refident, conful or vice- 
“ coniul rclpcciivcly, is hereby authorized to adminifter ; and the faid comman- 
“ der, mailer, or perfon having the charge of any fuch (hip or vellll, fliall like- 
“ wile make oath, or, if hj: be one of the people called qt/AXERs, folcmnly af- 
“ firm before the faid colieclor, comptroller, or other chief officer of the cuf- 
toms, at the time when he delivers fuch certificate or manifefl; as aforefaid, that 

** fuch 
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“ fuch raw filk, goods or commodities were truly ftiipped, or put on Board, at 
“ the port or place, as in the faid certificate or manifeft h mentioned. 

“ And be it further enaded, that if any perlbn flaall falfely make any oath or 
“ affirmation, by this ad direded to be made, and lhall thereof be legally con.' 
“ vided, fuch perfon lhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds of lawful mo- 
“ ney of great Britain, and be imprifoned for the fpace of fix months, and if 
“ any perfon lhall forge or 'Counterfeit any certiiicate or manitefl; by this ad dired- 
“ cd, or lhall publifh fuch certificate or manifeft, knowing the fame to be forged 
“ or counterfeited, and be legally convided thereof, fuch perfon fiiall forfeit the 
“ llirn of two luindred pounds of lawful money of great Britain, and be ini' 
“ prifoned for the fpace of twelve months, and if any commander, mafter, or 
“ perfon liaving the charge of any fuch fiiip or vclVel lhall land, or fuiltr or per- 
“ mit to be landed, out of any fuch fliip or vefiel, in any port or place in gk eat 
BRITAIN, any raw filk, goods or commodities laden or fliipped in any port or 
“ place within the limits of the faid letters patent, before he hath delivered 
fuch certificate or ipanifeft, and made fuch oath or folemn affirmation as aforc- 
“ faid, fuch commander, mailer, or perfon, being legally convided thereof, 
“ lhall forfeit aivJ pay treble the value of fuch raw lllk, goods or commodities, 
“• and all and every fuch foii'eiture or forfeitures alorementioned, lhall be fued 
for, recovered and adjudged in any of his majofty’s courts of record in great 
“ BRITAIN, with lull cofts ot fuit, by bill, plai.'it, inlurmatiuri or adion, where- 
“ in no privilege, protedion, wager of law, or more than one imparlance lhall 
be allowed, and one third part ul all lucii lorleituro or forfeitures fo recover- 
“ cd, lhall go and be paid to liis aujcily, his heirs and fucceu'ors, one otiier third 
“ part to the governor and company of merchants of engl wd trading into the 
LEVANT leas, and the other third part to him or them who lhall inform and 
“ lue for the fame. 

“ Provided always, that nothing herein contained fiiall extend, or be conftru- 
“ ed to extend, to authorize or iinpower any perfon or perfons, being free of 
“ the fiiid company, to vote or give any voice or fuftVage in the election, nomi- 
“ nation, choice or appoint.uent of any officers or minifter employed, or to be 
“ employed by the faid company, or in the change or removal of them, or any 
“ of them, or in dilpofing of the company’s monies, unlcfs fuch perfon or per- 
“ fons hath or have in his own name, and lor his own account, traded in the 
faid company, fo far as pay forty fliil lings at the kail, in impolltions to 

“ the 
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“ the faid company, towards the public charges, within one year then next, before 
“ fuch vote, voice or fuffragc is to be given. 

“ And be it further cnaded, that the faid governor or deputy-governor, fhall, 
‘f and are hereby required to call a general court as often as requeft be 
“ made to the faid governor or deputy-governor, in that behalf, by writing 
“ under the hands of any feven or more of the members of the faid company, 
** within ten days after fuch requefi: ihall be made, as aforefaid ; any thing in 
“ the before-recited letters patent, or any flatute, law, order, conftitution or or- 
“ dinance of the faid company, to the contrary thereof, in any wife notwith- 
“ flanding;.’ 

Tliis bill, after pafilng the commons, was thrown out of the houlc of 
lords by a majority of three; it muft be obferved however, as the cafe 
(lands, the trade does not feem to fulfer any inconvenience from the ex- 
clufivc privilege of the turkey company, as admittance is given for 20 1 . 
but it docs appear even at this time that to one flaip which we have 
in the turkev' trade, the french have tenj and unlefs wc (hould have 
a fuccefsful naval war, we rtiall hardly be able to exceed even this pro- 
portion } it may be well if we do not yet loofe ground. 

- - - - ---■ - - — - - - I - -- - - 

CHAP. Xlil. 

Frejh dijjictilties 'iviih relation to the Caspian trade, ^he tner chants pe- 
tition his rnajijly. The king's letter to shah nadir upo?i this occcifion. 
The shah’s decree in relation to john elton. 

T O return to what concerns the Caspian trade, it feemed imprac- 
ticable to induce Adr. ei.ton to leave Persia; on the contrary he 
continued to purfue his dehgn. He had furmounted fo many difficulties, 
that it was hard to fay whether he was a greater olijedl of hatred or 
admiration to the Russians: but certain it is ke compleated one vellcl 
intended to mount 20 three- pounders, which is of greater force than the 
RUSSIANS ever navigated on the Caspian: this being a royal (hip, the 
perfon who had the charge of her thought proper to require naval ho- 
nours of the RUSSIAN merchant (liips on the Persian coaft; feveral o- 
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ther complaints were fent to court, fome falfe, and others of a trifling 
nature j the great object was the Persian fliip already afloat, and the o- 
ther veflfels on the flocks, which they apprehended might foon be equip- 
ped. The cloud which had hung over us for fome time, now grew 
darker j but our vexation did not arife only from the difguft of the Rus- 
sians, for the prohibition of correfpondency with Mr. elton, occali- 
oned his arrefting a large quantity of goods brought by the new fa<a:ors, 
meflicurs preston and Thompson, on a claim of commiflion due on 
them. This caufed an alarm among the merchants in London, who im- 
mediately applied to the king : his majefty, with his wonted humanity and 
tendernefs, fhewed a particular rcadinefs to oblige the Russia company, 
by writing to nadir shah about the beginning of 1746. The king’s 
Icticr was as follows ; 

“ George the second, by the grace of almighty God creator of 
“ heaven and earth, king of great Britain, France and ire- 
** LAND, the mofl; invincible and moil mighty defender of the chrif- 
“ tian faitli, &c. The mofl high exalted prince in ample honour and 
“ dignity fends kind falutations, with wilhes of health and true hap- • 
“ pinefs. 

“ Mofl noble and moll mighty prince, 

^ I 'HE governor and company of our royal merchants trading to 
i RUSSIA, and through Russia to Persia, having reprefented to 
us that JOHN ELTON, whom we recommended to your ferenity by our 
“ royal letter of the 7th of February in the year of our lord 1743-4, 
“ had by his management almofl ruined the trade of our fubjecfls to your 
“ ferenity’s dominions, though it is of great advantage to our refpeiSlive 
“ kingdoms, and that there vvas remaining a confideiable ballance due 
“ to our merchants ; and the company having determined not to employ 
“ JOHN ELTON in their fervice, have befought us to recommend to your 
“ protection their new fadors, martin kyck van mierof, Charles 
“ GEORGE PRESTON, CHARLES THOMPSON, and RiCHAtlD WILDER, aS 

“ our favoured fuhjedls and merchants; and alfo that your lercnity would 
“ command that john elton do immediately fettle and a.yull with the 

“ laid 
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“ faid fa<Tors the accounts and demands depending, by paying the bal- 
“ lance, and delivering to them fuch goods as remain in his hands be- 
“ longing to our company of merchants not difpofed of. We have 
“ thought fit to acquaint your ferenity therewith, and defire that you 
“ will favour our merchants with your royal countenance and protedion, 
“ not doubting but that your ferenity will, upon the receipt of this our 
royal letter, caul'c juftice to be done to our company and merchants, 
“ by ordering john ej.ton to fettle the accounts depending between our 
merchants aiid i .iai j to pay the ballance that Ihall appear to be due 
•“ to the new lad.'.rs hereby recommended to your ferenity, ami to deli- 
“ ver to them fueh goods belonging to the company’s trading members 
“ as may remaii'. in his hands. 

“ As juftice i;i the glory of princes, we can make no doubt of your 
“ ferenity's ready compliance with this our rci.; rell, lince the trade car- 
** rying on by our ful>jecfs in peksia tends lo highly to the advantage 
of both nations, and requires particular marks of your favour and fup- 
port. We hope that as our merchants are Grangers in your empire, 
and place their enthe dependance in your royal favour and protection, 
“ your ferenity will hear them favourably, and redrefs any grievances 
“ they may now reprefent, or may at any time hereatter hdvc jult caufe 
“ to lay before you. We cannot conclude without congratulating yo\ir 
“ lerenity upon the glorious fuccefs ot your invincible arms, and repeat- 
“ ing our willies of health and true happinefs to your fenerity and your 
royal family. Given at our court at St. james’s.” 

Mr. ELTON had in the interim petitioned as complainant, and obtained 
the following decree from nadir siiah. 

T N the name of the exalted God; It is the imperial command, that 
JL the magnificent achmed beg, kurysaltl bashi of our high 
•“ court, the noble myrza mahommed zekie, and alfo the great ma- 
■** HOMMUD KHAN BEG, who by the fovereigii favour is governor of 
‘^ GteL AN, do KNOW, that GEMAL BEG has'by a petition reprefented, 
*' that according to a contraCl he has made with certain of his partners, 

<* who 
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who are now in England, whatever goods or merchandize they might 
at any time fend from ENGLAND, upon their arrival in ghilan they 
fhould be opened in his prefence, and 9 per cent, on their value fbould 
“ be paid to him : and whereas the officers of the Russian date have pro- 
** hibited the merchandize to be brought before him, and the 9 per cent. 

“ to be paidj he requefts that the people belonging to his partners lately 
“ arrived in ghilan Ihould withemt pro or con pay to him this proportion. 

“ But whereas thefe people who have brought goods and merchandize 
hither, are drangers, and are come to this country on account of trade, 

“ and the proprietors not being prefent, we cannot abfolutely determine 
“this matter; therefore our royal decree is, that you fummon gemal 
“ BEG and his partners, and hear and fettle their affairs according to law 
“ and jufttce: let no hurt be done to him, nor at the fame time any me- 
“ thod taken that may be injurious to the perfons fent by the faid mcr- 
“ chants. Know this to be our pleafure, and conform thereto. Dated 
“ the lad day of the month siieual in the year 1158.” 

It appeared from hence that elton had advanced the mod palpable 
and abfurd falfitics, in affurance of fuccefs, founded in his intcred witli 
the SHAH : his judges alfo had no abilities to enter into tlie merits of tlie 
cafe, nor honedy enough to determine according to equity. After ma- 
ny circumdances too tedious to enumerate, the decree produced the de- 
livery of the 42 bales of goods which elton had arreded. As for the 
accounts of former tranfadlions and edefts, he adjudged them as he plead- 
ed, and did much Icfs injuftice than lie might have done; for he made 
returns in part to tliofe to whom he was mod deeply indebted. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

*The RUSSIAN court prohibits the British Caspian trade, ^he decree of 
the emprefs of Russia on this occqfion. ‘The author's remarks on the 
letters oj the Russian confute on •which the decree •was founded, 

T he fcene now began to dole : the Russian miniftry being per- 
fuaded that Mi*, elton’s conduit was of a dangerous tendency, 
the empress publilhed a decree in November 1746, of which the fol- 
lowing is a tranflation. 

The decree of the emprefs of Russia, interdiding the British trade 

over the Caspian fea. 
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T he embafliidor extraordina.ry and plenipotentiary refiding here on 
the part of his majefty the king of great brj eaiv, cannot be 
ignorant in what manner the empire of Russia has endeavoured to cul- 
tivate and augment the friendfliip bing fubfilling with his majcAv, 
particularly by the treaty of commerce concluded between the two 
crowns in the year 1734, which was renewed in the year 1742, at the 
conclulion of the happy alliance. Her imperial majdly was dcliroiis 
to (hew her goodwill, by granting not only a free comincrce to the 
BRITISH merchants with her fubjeebs over the whole empire witltont 
any obllrudVion, but alio through her domijiions into Persia, which 
till then Jiad never been granted. As a proof of her im|>crial m ijclly’s 
affedion to the British nation, in cxclulion of all others, the duties 
W'cre mitigated, and many other privileges and immunities w'cre agreed 
to, tliat t!ic trade to Persia might be the more eaftly comludcd. It 
is not ncccflary to mention the advantages granted to the mercJiai'.ts 
concerned in that trade, tire treaty of commerce fuiiiciently Ihows 
them. 


** Thefc privileges have been lincc augmented, for, at the requeft of 
“ the ERiTuvi merchants, a pcriniirion was gwen Uiein to have their 
“ own fliips on the caspia.v ica, though this is not mentioned in the 
“ treaty; but thefe indulgences have given room to entertain fornc lU-de- 

“ figning 
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“ figning perfons on the pf.ksian coaR, who have (liown themfelves 
“ difaffcited to the empire, and have openly aiStcd agaljifl the intcrefl of it. 
The perfon who has given occafion to this uiiCACcptcd proceeding, is 
the well-known el ton, wJio formerly was in this fervice as captain 
“ in the ORENBURG expedition} and after his difniifiion from it, when 
the BRITISH mcrchimts began to navigate the Caspian in their own 
Ihips, lie was engagexi by thofc merchants, and fent with their fhips 
“ to PERSIA, where he was appointed their agent. The fi,rft ftep 
“ which ELTON took was detrimental to the Russi an confiil and mer- 
“ chants, for inftead of an ainicable intercourie with them, lie fomented 
“ animoiiiics. Sccondl)?, lie treated with great inhumanity the Russian 
“ mariners who were liired on board the ExVGlish ihips, and refilled to 
“ pay tlicm the full v/ages he liad agrccil for. Tliirdly, he carried witli 
him contraband goods and materials in the laid lliips, from astra- 
“ ciLVN. 1 'ouvt.iilv, and wbat is the word of all, he iravc himdlf into 
“ PERSIAN protcdlon, engaged in tliat fervice, infinuatcd feveral projecls 
‘‘ to the pERSiAiNs, and introduced iomc arts hitherto not known a- 
“ mongid them, to the great detriment of this empire. 

“ His cxcelleticy the embalTudor m.ay thus plaisily fee Iiow Russia has 
“been rcwa.rdcd !or licr indnlgence granted to the British nation by 
“ fuch an advantageous treaty. Kotwitbllanding ail thefc circumftauces. 


“ the greated: moderation has been nfcvl on her part, in hopes that mat- 
ters would be rcciidcd. I'o this end, in the year 1743, the minider 
and plenipotentiary Mr. wvcii, then redding here, was acquainted v/ith 
“ elton’vS condudl } the Russian minider at London, k.nez .siipbiia- 
“ TovE, was alfo informed of tlic fame, and his indrudVions concerning 
** them were often repeated : he reprefented thefe complaints againfl el- 
“ TON in tiie dronged manner, indding that he Ihould not only be re- 
called from Persia, but obliged to make fatisfadlion for the excediLs 
he had committed : moreover, that this trade to n.usiA could not be 
** underdood to cxift, but as it might be carried on agreeably to tlie regu- 
** lations made here conaerning it, and without prejudicing the fubjecds 
of this empire ; for as the trade was allowed out of mere good-will to 

K 2 “ the 
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the ENGLISH, and fo many valuable privileges granted to their mer- 
chants, it is not natural that it fliould be fufFered, contrary to the in- 
** tercft of the empire. 

** Russia at length fees herfelf obliged to guard againfl: fiicli injurious 
** praAices, by taking fuch meafures as are abfolutcly necedary for the 
prefervation of her intereft. In confequence of the many repeated 
‘'complaints made on this head by the Russian minifter at London j 
“ lord TYRAWLEV, the embadador then refiding here, gave in anfwcr to 
“ this mini/lry, a memorial dated the 4th December I744> letting forth, 
“ that his majefty had ordered the merchants of the English company 
“ trading to Persia, not to confign any more of their goods to el ton, 
“ and to forbid his being any ways concerned in that company: alfo that 
“ the merchants of their own accord would allow el ton a pendon of 
“ 2000 rubles per annum daring life, on condition of his returning from 
“ PERSIA to ExVGLAND, and tluit the king, upon elton's arrival in 
“ ENGLAND, wouid grant him a poll in the navyj concluding with a 
“ requclT: for a fufheient palfport for him to travel through Russia into 
“ ENGLAND: tlic faid paflport was granted, and delivered to the embaf- 
“ fador at mosco, and immediately font into Persia, together with let- 
“ ters from the English company to elton, and they were lafely de- 
“ livered to him by the Russian conful in Persia. Bat all.this had no 
“ efte< 5 t ; on the contrary, advices are fi nee arrived from Persia, both 
“ from the Russian refident and the conful in that country, that elton 
“ was not only unwilling to go from thence, but had evaded lord t v r a w- 
“ ley’s order, alledging that this order w'as given out at the fame time 
as the king of great Britain fent his recommendatory letter to the 
“ PERSIAN SHAH, relating to the English merchants trading in that 
“ country; and that he had the shah’s orders to take all English mer* 
‘‘ chants and factors under his protection. 

If this be faft, it has certainly encouraged elton to prolong Ins a- 
“ bode in Persia ; to pufli on the projects he has broug'it on the car- 
“ pet ; and to carry them into execution, to the great lofs and detriment of 
this empire. The Russian fubjeCts refiding in that country alfo com- 

** plain 
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“ plain that BLAiii,. brown, and otlier Englishmen who have l^t that 
** country, have been concerned in thefe projects : and laftly, that PRiE&- 
** ton and others, who ftill remain there, have been inArumental to the 
“ fame end.. And thefe proceedings are ftill carried on with the fame ill 
** temper, of which the conful, general wolff, was acquainted in 1745; 

** but fince that time many more exorbitances have been committed^ 

** which can be clearly proved. 

“ Not to mention- the diforder and damage which elton, in con- 
“junction with the Persians, has created to the Russian merchants; 

“ his injurious defigns have fucceeded in part, and he is indefatigable in 
** projedling new ones. To connive at thefe proceedings any longer, will 
“ be of very dangerous confequence. . 

All thefe ve.vations and inconveniencies arife from the trade this em- 
pile has permitted the BRITISH nation to carry on, and which never 
** was granted to any nation before; and things being now come to this 
“ extremity, our patience and moderation can hold out no longer. No- 
“ body can in judicc blame us to look back at the many complaints made 
“ to his BRI TANNIC mojcfty’s court at London, and the hopes we en- 
“ tertained that proper meafures would be taken to redrefs the grievances 
complained of : but it is riow plain, that no other remedy is left than 
“ th.it RUSSIA (hall immediately put a ftop to the trade; her imperial 
“ raajcfty’s intereft, and the fccurity of her empire obliges her to lay hold 
“ of the ftrongeft, feadieft, and mod cftccfcual metliod for this purpofe. 

In confideration however of the great friendftiip which her imperial 
majefty has always entertained for his maiefty the king of great bri- 
“ TAIN, ftie willies hncerely to maintain the treaty of commerce con- 
“ eluded with his majeft)’, in its whole extent, facred and inviolable, 
“ without any alteration or abridgment, and to fulfil it in every refpe(ft 
“ to the end of the term ftipulated; but there is now an abfolute neceirt- 
** ty, not only to make an alteration in the trade permitted to the eng- 
** LiSH nation to Persia,, but to break it oft* iatirely. 


« Therc-^ 
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‘' Therefore, in conicquence of her knperJil rnajefty's gracious order, 
“ the fame is made known to all thofe whom it may concern, ‘and hy 
“ thefe prefcnts to his excellency lord iiixdfokd, the embafoador extra- 
“ ordinary, to the end that he may be pleafed to acquaint his court 
“ therewith j and at the fame time to alTure his majcfly in the (irongefc 
“ manner, that her imperial maje/ly has been obliged to take this rcfo> 
“ lution againll her inclination : in all other cafes her imperial majedy 
“ will ever give the ftrongell: marks of her friendihip to the king and 
“ nation of grc at r.RiTAix j and will eiictcavour by every means to in- 
“ creafe it. And to prevent all obidruefions to the fincere intentions which 
her imperial majefly has of maintaining a ilifol friendihip and harmo- 
“ ny between the two courts and n.ations *, it is now become ncccffaiy 
“ to put a (lop to the evil practices of cltok and his confederates, the 
“ other fubjeds of c,u;f.at Britain, now in pkrsia. 

“ Her imperial majcily is lb far convincco’ of the friendihip of the king 
“ of GREAT BRITAIN, that ihc expccis his majerty will neither approve 
“ nor fuffer thofe people to remain in Persia, but order, in the ilricten: 
“manner, that el ton, together with the English fubjefts there with 
“ him, fliall without fail, as foon as pofliblc, remove from thence and 
“ return to England. May it alfo pleafe the embaflador to acquaint 
the ENGLISH merchants and members of the coinpjny trading to per- 
“ siA, and redding in St. Petersburg, and in due time alfo thofo at 
“ ASTRACHAN, that they fliall not only forbear fending any more goods 
“ to PERSIA, but life all their endeavours to fettle and liquidate their ac- 
“ count^s with the fubjeils of Persia, and make the neceflary prepara- 
“ tions to withdraw'^ their effefls and fervants without delay. 

“ St. PETERSBURG, Novcmbcr 1746, fign'ed 

G. BESTUCHEFF RUMIN. 

C. NJCH. WORONZOFF.” 

It was in vain for the merchants to complain of this edift, but in a 
national way it became the duty of the British minifter to remonftratc 
agaiiift the violation of the treaty of commerce. My lord hindford, 
his majeffy's embaflador, knowing that I had been in Persia, deflred me 

to 
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to give in writing what I had to, fay in regard to the vindication of the 
BRITISH fubjeds. I complied the more readily with my lord’s requeft, 
from the perfonal knowledge I had of the Russian conful, on whofe let- 
ters great part of the complaints mentioned in this decree were founded. 
The reader will judge of the condudland genius of this man, who from 
a common fecretary and interpreter, did not coiitent himfelf with lefs 
than ten led horfes to make his public entrance into rusud, as the em- 
press’s conful. He was born at Constantinople, and had contracted 
an inclination to the cuftoms of asia : finding our trade ungrateful to 
his court, and unprofitable to himlelf, he over-aCled his part, and w'as 
impatient till he had fecn an end of it, which ferved to inflame the re- 
fentment of the court. He did not ftop there, for his conduCt expofed 
hiin to tile complaints and refentments of the Russian merchants alfo, . 
who, in lets than two years afterwards, obtained his recal and difgrace. 

By the following articles of defence it will be eafy to judge of the na- 
ture of thefe complaints, which are mentioned in the decree in more ge- 
neral terms. 

St, PE T E R S !3 U R G , N O'.'CVn b i.T , 1 7, j.6 . 

Remark? on fcveral letters wrote in 1744, 1745, and 1746, by the Rus- 
sian conful to his court. 


I. I obferve that the conful has a moft extraordinary way of exagge- 
rating j lor it feems abfurd that .Mr. kl i on Ibould attempt to hide evhat 
all tlic world might I'ce, or to luppofc the carpenters and Icarntn were 


his privy counfcllors in lecret alTalrs. 

II. VVhctlier Mr. clion is puilied on by his ambition or not, he 
may by his natural induftry in a coutatvy where no plcafures can take off 


his attention, rnalce fomc improvements. 

HI. ’Tis no unufual tiling for the sviah to flatter a man one day, and 
put him to death the next. Ibclkvc that nadir’s decrees, in relation to 
his marine, promile ki.to?^ to protect him againil his enemies j but 1 do 
not lee that any conclufion can be drawn from thence to the pnjudicc of 
the russiAxN ftatc. • 


JV. 
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IV/ *Tis poflible RVssiA in time may fufFer damage, if the Persia- 
ans build any fhipsj but I much doubt if fuch fhips can or will long 
exift; if elton had gone into ghilan by way of gambroon or tur- 
KEV, or found his way through Russia, with a defign of building fliips, 
and without any employment from the English merchants, could the 
ENGLISH trade in fuch cafe be made accountabk for the condu<a of a pri- 
vate man, who a< 5 ts thus in a circumf lance foreign to trade ? 

V. Notwithftanding the reports of the conful, I am morally certain, 
that the jsnglish merchants and factors in general, or brown and pres- 
TON in particular, arc not concerned in fupporting elton, nor have 
any interell in the fuccefs of his fchemes. 

VI. ’Tis not to be imagined that elton builds fliips for fliew only.; 
tlieir being employed in carrying provUions in the manner which the con- 
ful mentions, ought not to be imputed to refentment, but confidered as 
a natural confequence of their being built. 

VJI. In the fummer 1745, Mr. james brown carried with him to 
the PERSIAN camp, the king’s letter to nadir shah, dated February 2, 
j 744, defiring that juftice might be done to his fubje< 5 ls ; in confequence 
whereof, after great folicitation, Mr. brown obtained a decree for the 
payment of the money due to him from the provinces and governor 
in ghilan i but nothing is more falfe and abfurd, than that Mr. brown 
defired on that occafion to put himfelf under el ton’s protedion. ’Tis 
notorious, by volumes of correfpondence, that Mr. brown always avoid- 
ed all fort of connexion with elton ; nor in matters of trade had el- 
ton any fort of authority or preference which might create a dependance. 
As to Mr. brown’s being ready to die in defence of el ton’s honour, 
I do not fuppofe the conful is ferious j nor can I comprehend what he 
means by power given to elton over the other fa(Stors. But the con- 
ful’s allertions are agreeable to that coududl whicli he has always obferv- 
cd towards us, rather provoking elton than endeavouring to bring him 
off from his purfuits. 

How ui'fair and inconclufive are the conful’s reafonings ! be- 
caufe the rierchai its have not been fuccefsful in the repeal of elton, 
tlicrefoie they have not been fincere; and therefore they are yet allowing 

him 
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him a peiifion as the founder of tlie trade, while it is obvious’ 'that the 
meafures which el ton was purfuing, threatened the deftruifion of the 
trade. The conful inlinuates that the English would not make any figure 
in PERSIA but by elton’s means: he is ignorant what figure our east 
INDIA company makes, and has made there; and what figure we make 
in every quarter of the world where our merchants carry on their com- 
merce by lea. 

IX. The conful has artfully played one British houfe againll the o- 
ther, with a view to ruin both. His condud: towards us has been cal- 
culated to dellroy that harmony which might have exifted between the 
other BRITISH factors and the Russians, whatever confequences Mr. 
EL ton’s condudt might have produced. 

X. The RUSSIANS have formerly run old lliips alliore on the weftern coaft 
of the CASPIAN, with a view to break them up and fell the wood, fuel 
being extremely fcarce in thofe parts ; by this means the Persians got 
as much timber as would build a new veflel : but what is this to the pur- 
pofe, unlefs the conful would make us accountable for the conduct of 
the RUSSIAN fubjedls, as well as for elton’s ? 

XI. If ELTON in the advice he gives the Persians is Heady and 
confillent, it is for his own purpofes, and not for thofe of the trade. The 
matter therefore I apprehend is reduced to this point, whether the whole 
BR 1 T I SH nation is accountable to the russ i an government for the conduct 
of one private perfon in Persia? 

XII. I grant it was injudicious in elton to make the Russian fhip 
ftrike to tlie Persian. When I was on the Caspian wc always paid 
the compliment to the Russian flag, thereby acknowledging the fovc- 
reignty of the empress. 

XIII. As to the illegal commerce complained of, I have heard of a 
quantity of bar tin, which has been lincc reputed contraband, but it was 
not then included in the contraband articles, and was adlually entered for 
PERSIA, and palled astrachan in a regular open manner. 

XIV. I am morally certain that the Russian fcamen were not ill 
treated; but, on the contrary, ufed with greater humanity than in their 
own Ibips. 

VoL. II. L 


The 
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The c®flclafion (article X V.) is, 5 tWnk, extiemely at^rd': a Te|KHt 
txtay be ceiibain in the conful’s fesde ; that is, it may be certain there h^a 
feport, when the thing reported is l^ie, as this mak needs be conoem- 
ing the enolish merchants fettling a penfion on elton to fuppttft him 
in PERSIA, inftead of bringing him home from thiaace j ;^d I Ittfmbly 
prefume it would be very hard if a Ample hear-fey Ihould be made ::a rea»> 
fon fufHcient to annul an article in a treaty fubfifting between tw© ct&wm. 
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CHAP. XV. 

RepeSfli^s on the foregoing tranfaBions. Propofol made hy the Russia com- 
pany^ to exchange the European goods in Persia for raw JUk already 
in RUSSIA. Danger of the company's effeBs in Persia. Letter upon 
fhe fame fuhjeB. Lhe British emhaffador obtains orders for a Jhip, to 
fecure the effeBs of the Caspian traders. Letter upon this occafon from 
the faBors in St. Petersburg to the fdBors in ghilan. 

T he prohibition of our trade was no matter of furprize to me, 
neither did I think it any great lofs to the nation j having from a 
long and painful experience received very difadvantageous imprcAions of 
it. However, whilft there was any hopes of prefcrving it, I adfced my 
part in the whole affair with the utmoft afliduity and attention. It was 
apparent, from the lituation of Russia with regard to Persia at that 
time} from elton’s rafhnefs } and the jealous difpofition of the Russi- 
ans in general, that this trade was an unavoidable object of offence : the 
reader will alfo obferve from the feveral fiufls related in my journal, that 
notwithftanding the reputed fecurity of conveyance through the Russian 
dominions, great part of the way is expofed to the incurlions of the 
TARTARS, and to the plunder of the Russian* pirates on the voeoa. 
Should foreign wars draw off the forces, or occaAon any great diminution 
of the garrifons in thofe parts, tlie road could not be long fafe: few yeaijs 
have paffed without fome particular accident } but we had to fear the ill 
deAgns of Ascret as well as open enemies} for whatever advantages might 
have been derived to the British or Russian nation at large, n^her die 
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AJMifBNiAM nor RosriAM merchants could ever be intkely reeoeeilod to 
us, MfhilA: we received any coniiderable profit from it. Our bufioeid 
ther^oce was to make as good a retreat as poflible. 

Hahdgee sEFriE, the shah’s merchant, whom I have already men- 
tioned } after fpending near a whole year in astrachan, at length atr- 
rived in mosco with about 200 bales of filk. It was natural to fuppoie^ 
that his bufinefs was to make as fpeedy a return to his mafter as poflible; 
th^eforefeveral members of the Russia company, who had a glut of goods 
in PERSIA, could not but grafp at the Icaft intimation of bartering them 
againfl; raw filk in Russia. The correfpondence I had on this fubjedft with 
one of my private employers, gave birth to a refolution of all the cas- 
pi AN traders, in confequcncc whereof the following letter was addrefled 
to the BRITISH conful. 

“ Sir, St. PETERSBURG, February 25, 1747, 

« r I "'HE CASPIAN traders in London having great quantities of ef- 
X fe<fls in GHILAN, which cannot be fold yet for a confiderabic 
“ time, defire to barter them againfl: raw filk now in Russia. As the 
“ memorial prohibiting the British Caspian trade exprefles an earneft 
“ defire that the lame fliould be finilhed with all poflible difpatch, we 
** beg you will foliclt a permiflion for the purpofe above mentioned. 
“ The shah’s commiflary, hahdgee seffie, being now in mosco with 
200 bales of raw filk, and the Russian merchants not difpoled to 
buy them on the terms demanded, we propofe to make a barter with 
** the commiflfary in behalf of our principals, whole orders we have re- 
“ qeived for that purpofe : and in cafe the fame is brought to effect, 

** will, upon the exportation of the raw filk from hence, pay to her im- 
“ perial majefty’s cuftom-houfe, the ufual duty of 3 per cent, in dollars, 
“ on a valuation of 5Z Rubles per pood, the fame as we pay at astra- 
** CH AN on our own imports. This we prefume will be agreeable to the 
** RUSSIAN merchants of mosco, and a fingular benefit to the British 
merchants who are inqihnedto make this barter, and at the fame time 
** "Wijil girCRtly facilitate a compliance with her imperial majefly’s decree : 

La there- 
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therefore we: hope a’j^rmiffion will be granted us without lofs of time, 
** in order that we may treat with the commiffary. 

We arc. Sir, &c.’! 

However reafonable and confiftent this proportion may appear, it was 
not rclifhed} on the contrary, many objedtions were ftarted. If the af- 
fair had been opened to the hahdgee, and he had confented to this 
barter, it would not have agreed with the plan which the court feemed 
tOfhave laid down j for this new commercial fcheme of nadir shah 
was as ungrateful to the Russian government, as ei. ton’s naval atchieve- 
ments j and we had no hopes of any indulgence whild the name of elton 
remained. It is alfo probable, that the Russian miniftry forefaw the 
impending revolutions in Persia, and that they might have occafion to 
arreft the effects of the hahdgee, to indemnify the Russian fubjedls 
for Ioffes they might fuftain by plunder in that country; for this really 
happened not long after, and part of thole effedls were arreffed accord- 
ingly. 

Reports already prevailed, that frefli rebellions were formed in Persia, 
and the experience I had bought in that country alarmed my jealouly; 
for it vvas but too evident, that the Persians were continually revolting, in 
fpite of that prodigious fuccefs which had attended nadir’s arms, and in 
defiance of thofe ails of cruelty wdth which their rebellions had been pu- 
niflied. Thus the Caspian trade was indeed a trade militant, and at- 
tended with all the fears and cares of war ; but as we were fo far advan- 
ced in it, it behoved us to make as good a retreat as poflible, eipecially as 
the RUSSIANS would not permit us to continue it any longer. 

At this time ' there was a report that the Russian merchants and fub- 
jedls had quitted PERSIA ; this was not unlikely, for the declining age 
of the SHAH, the rebellions in kherm^^i and Georgia, together with 
the univerfal mifery and oppreffion whidh reigned throughout that king- 
dom, might be a futficient inducement for them to retire to their own 
countiy. Thefe confideratlons made great- ifn^reffidns on UiSy and this 
jpid^ced the following letter from our to his miyelly’s EonfoL 



m PERSIA IK DANGER. 85 

‘‘ Sir, St. PETERSBURG, July 24 , i747-> 

“ A. Ccordlng to the reports which now prevail, many of the provin- 
** x\. i*' PERSIA £ire revolted; wc have reafon to apprehend that 

“ GHiLAN will follow the example, and the efFedts of our principals in 
*‘ RESHO may be involved in the general confufion. We therefore cn- 
** treat that you will obtain permiflion of the Russian government, for 
“ the BRirisn fadlors in ghilan to (hip off for astrachan the cloth 
“ and all other effects under their care, in cafe their apprehenfions of 
“ imminent danger from a rebellion, or other reafons which the necefllty 
of the times may fuggeft, (hould determine thofe factors to take this 
“ means for the fccurity of their perfons and effedts.. 

“ For this end it is neceflary that orders be fent to astrachan and 
“ GHILAN, that thefe factors be aflifted with one or two good Russian 
“( hips, paying the freight thereof; and that all poffible protedtion be 
“ afforded them on the parts of the Russian embaffador, governor, con- 
“ fill, &c. both in ghilan and astrachan, till fuch time as they (liall 
“ find it fafe to return to ghilan, to finifli the fale of their remaining 
“ cffcdls. Delays may be attended with the moft dangerous confequen- 
“ CCS, nor will the cafe admit of waiting for orders from London. 

“ We are, Sir, Sec.” 

His majeffy’s conful being at that time indifpofed, the contents of the 
letter were communicated to my lord hindford, who was not ignorant 
of our danger j and with that care and afllduity with which his lordfhip al- 
ways attended the commercial as W’cll as military intereft of this nation in 
RUSSIA, he prefented a memorial to the great chancellor, and the very next 
day obtained an order for a (hip to be fent from astrachan to ghilan. - 
Our fears were not ill grounded, for about this time nadir, whofe cru- 
elty had rendered him , the dread of Asia, had fuffered a violent death, . 
and left his unhappy people e kpofed to thofe .miferies which he. had en- 
tailed u^on them. 

The necefl^ orders ycre difpatched to as'TRAchan, and proper in-- 
in €K>Q^ue(ice hereof the fadlors in St. Petersburg 

received 
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recEdv^d ^ ^rafW^er frorib AStRACHAN, and alfo from JLONDOJ^, in rela- 
fS the tRcafures: propofed for tlie fafety of the effed^s, The^fb cir- 
^Oeafiontd the following letter from the fedors in St. PE- 
TRJtsBtfk^ to thofe in GffiLAH. 

“Gentlemen, St. Petersburg, September 1747. 

OU will find by the inclofed, that the proprietors in London, 
“ X. have given us a power of ordering and inftruding you, in re- 
“ gard to their concerns under your care. The grand objed of our at« 
** tendon at prefent is the fecurity of their effeds. We ihould begreat- 
” ly concerned if you were con drained by a fenfc of immediate dan- 
ger to fliip off your European effeds, but the plunder of them 
** would be flill a greater misfortune. The meafures taken by Mr. 
“ GEORGE THOMPSON of AsTRACHAN arc Very agreeable to us; he 
“ has fent you a ftout veffel to .be ufed as a fafe warehoufe, or to bring 
** off your effeds ; or in any other manner you fliall think proper. You 
mud be guided by the fituation of affairs in that country. We flatter 
** ourfelves the danger is over, and that the revolution faid to have taken 
place, W'ill be attended with many happy confequences; and, by creat- 
“ ing a circulation of money, the inhabitants will be delivered from their 
“ oppreffions. 

“ We apprehend it is neceflary to you as merchants, who have no 
miniftcr from our own fovercign, to defire the protedion of the throne, 
for the fecurity of your effeds, as well as for their more fpeedy fale. 
If there is a new king, and you think proper to pay him your com- 
pliments in form, attended with a prefent, according to the cuftom of 
“ the country, it will be agreeable to your principals ; and we give you 
** full power to ad in this particular as you j^dge mod expedient. We 
only recommend that you fhew a proper regard to the unpfofperous 
date of the affairs under your care. 

** As Mr. EL ton’s condud has occafioned fo much mifehief and ill 
blobd, we defire you, not only to avoid giving any offence fo- the rus- 
si AH J^ernment, but t6 cultivate a perffed uMerftahding Ydth the 

minifters 
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« iMui cheers ©f hfis: jjtxtperial ;inaje%. ^e r^gud Mrhiflii »ew 

•‘rfliewn you by the RUs^iAMi&mbaflaidpr in aHii;.^N, is ahi^Rdy a |»%Naf 
** that you >a<St upon tight ftrinciples, which your own ^perieoatf l^iE 
« codrrobomte. 

** The proprietors are impatient to finifti the fale of their goods under 
« your care, in the beft and moft expeditious manner, and therefore they 
« hope that an offer of goods to the king of Persia, at an^ealy rate, 
“ might eng^e him to take off a large parcel. Whetlier forcing a fale 
“ can be eflfbdled in any fatisfadiory manner, we know not; but we give 
“ you this intimation of their pleafure, that you may aft according to 
“ it: and we yet flatter ourfelves, that the tedious difburfement, and heavy 
“ charge attending this trade, will be compenfated by the future returns,- 

“ We are, &c.” 


CHAP. XVI. 

Confequences of nadir m am' s death. The faSiors in Persia plundered of 
80,000 1 . Frefli difturbances in Persia. Letter upon this fubjedi from 
the fadlors in ghilan to the fablors in St. Petersburg. Anfwer 
to the above letter. Letters from the faSlors in ghilan to their employ^ 
ers in London. 

N adir was now cut off, and his nephew ah kouli khan 
felzed upon the Persian diadem, under the name of adil, or 
the juft: he publiflied his decrees and manifeftoes in every quarter of 
the empire, complaining of the cruelty of his uncle, whofc hands wer© 
fo deeply ftained with blootl. He profelled to begin his reign upon o- 
ther principles, and inftcad of demanding frefti fubfidies of the people, 
who were danguifhing in the extremeft poverty, he remitted all taxes for 
a confiderable time. 

As no violent conyulfion of the ftate immediately fucceeded upon na- 
dir’s death, and ali had t^en pofteftion of the army and treafucy 
without oppolition, we could not but flatter ourfelves that all was in a 

ftafc: 
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ftate of iccurlty, and we rejoidsd at the change of government, which 
promifed a happy conclufion of our Caspian trade -. but providence had 
a chaftifement in referve for us, as the reader will judge from an extrail 
of the letter wrote by the British failors in ghilan to the fadtors in 
St. PETERSBURG. 

*“ Gentlemen, Reshd, February 20, 1748. 

** 1 "J Y,the laft fhip that failed for astrachan in autumn, we had 
** JL3 the honour to acquaint you in what manner an offer was made 
to us by the Russian minifter, of the fhip which Mr. george. 
THOMPSON fent from astrachan. As it was impoflible for us to 
fhip the gooiis in fofhort a time as the russ ian refident limited, and as 
“ accounts from all parts of this empire gave us to expedt peace and tran- 
“ quility, we indulged ourfelves in the hopes of an uninterrupted fecurity. 
** About two months ago we obtained a decree from adxl shah, diredl- 
ing the governor A CH MED khan to take tlie remainder of our de- 
“ mand of aga hasan, for the goods which they had forcibly taken 
** from us fometime ago, on which about 6000 crowns are yet due. It was 
** faid that aga hasan and his adherents, reprefented to adil shah, 
that when the pretender saun‘, threatened to poffefs himfelf of that 
“ place, they took fo much of our effedls to raife foldiers for its defence; 
“ and that the king had ordered the governor to fatisfy the fufferers as 
“ far as 8000 out of his treafury: however we have not yet recovered 
any thing. After efcaping a total deftrudlion, in confequence of na- 
“ dir’s deatli, we thought ourfelves extremely happy in being almofl 
“ the only poffeflbrs of European commodities, with an increaling 
demand, and fecurc from any danger, saun being taken by Amur 
ASLAN KHAN, and blinded. 

“ The latter end of December the new shah arrived in masanderan*^, 
** ten days cafy journey eaftward from hence. Wc immediately felt the 
** benefit of his approach, and had rcafon to expect great fales. Soon 
** after his arrival, the shah fent for amur# aslan khan,- who wa.s 
** then at tavris; but he excufed himfelf, pretending to be lick: a 

* He appeared in arms in shirv aj; after k aoik’s death. ^ At the palace of ashereff, 

deferibed in vol. I. chap. XLllI. 


** fecond 
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“ f<^ond meflage was fent to him to come as Toon as poflible ; he then 
“ alle^ged that the country about shir van being in a rebellious dirpofi- 
“ tion, his prefence with the troops was nccelTiiry; foou after two couriers 
“ went with prefents to him from ad 11, shah, prefling him to come 
“ with them ; but inftead of obeying the king’s orders he killed the cou- 
“ riers. It was reported that they had affronted the khan. The 15th 
“ of lanuary a rumour was fpread, that fome troops were ordered hither, 

“ and it was then flrongly fufpeded that amur aslan khan had- dc- 
dared againft the king. We endeavoured to get to the bottom of the 
“ affair, and applied to koulifa, formerly the Persian iiiiniflcrat the 
“ court of RUSSIA, who was then here: he told us he had indeed that 
•' day received intelligence that troops were coming this way, but if they 
‘‘ entered this province, and were out of the jurifdidhion of amc:< as- 
“ LAN KHAN, hc bclicvcd thcy would declare for the shah, and auvifed 
us to make oarklves eafy ; adding, that patience and a little time would 
brlnii all things to rights. However wo ap»plied to the Russian refl- 
dent, dcfiring a liberty to fliip the moll valuable of our efiects on board 
tlie RUSSIAN V(..flels then in the port; he anfwercd that we might get 
“ our MONT V ready to fend on board, but as to Goons hc could itot giv'e 
'' us ar.y room, having only two fmall fnows; tlie fliip which came to 
“ us in autumn being font to uaku ; that he would difpatch a third vcffel 
“ which vs'as ready to fail for DCRBitND, and order her to call at eaku, 
“with inilrudtions for that fliip to come to us immediately. The 19th 
“ of janiinry in the night, we received certain informativ n cliat a number 
“ of troops were on tlie road, and would arrive the next day, who gave 
“ out that they were going to the shah’s camp. Being thus alarmed w^e 
“ quitted our houlc, but for want of cattle to carry ofl' allour money, we 
“ were obllgctl to fend part of it to the refident’s quarters. Upon our 
“ arrival 011 board vve wi:rc informed that 1 700 men, under the com- 
maud of ri/.a kouli khan, had entered reshi.) <)n the day we left 
“ it ; and having fent for our warehoufe-keeper demanded of liim vdn re 
“ our money was; he told them we had taken it \\ i;]i us, but this an- 
“ fwer not being fatisfadrory, he was three fevcral times beaten; hc was 
“ alfo pricked with packing-needles, and threatened to be burnt, in hopes 
VoL. 11. M “ of 
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«* of extorting a confeffion from » him ; but the khan perceiving that the 
money was not to be found, except about 700 crowns, which this 
fervant had in his hands, ordered the foldiers to bring him goods, which 
** they did to about the number of 1 60 bales j when they defired that no 
** more might be taken, as they had as much as they could carry off. 
** The next evening achmed khan, who was gone to lahijon, two 
** days before, and fecretly carried away his valuable effects, returned 
“ with a few foldiers, and about midnight attacked the rebels, but in fb 
fhameful a manner that he was fbon put to flight. This only ferved 
** to irritate them, infomuch that orders were given to plunder and dif- 
pofe of all our effcdis which they accordingly did moft effedlually. 
They fold a great value at the moft fcandalous prices, as raw lilk at one 
“ crown per batman *, begreft at two, three or four crowns per piece 
** and other goods in proportion j by which means they readily found 
** buyers, who have either conveyed the goods out of the province, or 
“ lecreted them. 

** As foon as wc were informed that the rebels had quitted the place 
** and marched for tavris, and that forces were ient by adil shah in 
“ purfuit of them, w^e returned to our houfe, which exhibited only naked 
“ walls. We have applied to the people here to procure the reftitution 
** of fuch goods as can be difeovered, and they give us fair words, but 
“ we have not been able to collect above 700 pieces. 

** The rebels are ftopped at keskar by the pcafants, and now furround- 
** cd by the king’s troops : tlie forces which were lent by amur aslan 
khan to their relief, liave deferted, and come over to the shah’s par- 
** ty. Upon this news* we petitioned the shah’s general to take care 
** of our affairs : he immediately defired one of us to come to him, 
“ and Mr. van mierop accordingly fet out yofterday. We hear thefe 
rebels have made ufe of our gocxls as a breaft-work, and to cover them 
** from the weather, fo that we fear whatever is found will be of little 
value. 


^ In value aboat 80,000 1 . 


pence per pound of 16 ounces* 


“ iV value. 

The 
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** The only hopes *wc have at prcfent are in the clemency and juftice 
of the SHAH, to whom we lhall apply as foon as affairs are fettled. 
Thus, gentlemen, you fee to what a miferable ftate your affairs are re- 
** duced : wc fufpe<Sl that fome people here have a<ftcd contrary to their 
profeflions, for it is certain they are now pofleffed of great quantities 
** of our goods. The very Indian merchants, who are pagans, blufh 
** at the condu<ft of the Christians ; but fear reftrains us from faying 
“ more at prcfent. It is highly probable, from many circumftances, that 
ACHMED 3tHAN, the govcmor of this place, was in the confpiracy. 

“ When RizA kouli khan, the commander of the rebi:ls, heard that 
ACHMED KHAN was coming to attack him, he produced letters in 
the prefence of our warehoule -keeper, wherein he faid achmed khan 
had invited him, and declared that the end of his coming was not to 
“ make himfelf m-.vftcr of the province, but of the money and effe<!d:s of 
“ the FRANKS, meaning usi and alfo of thofe of aga mahommed, 
“ the shah’s merchant, 

“ The quantity of filk we have loll upon this occalion amounts to 
1 8,000 crowns ". Our money ftill remains on boartl the fliip j for be- 
** tween open enemies and falfc friends, we do not know where, to trufl 
“ ourfelves, or it. God fend us a happy dcliver.mcc from this feene of 
“ mifery; and in expeftation of your counfcl and inflrailions we remain, 

“ Gentlemen, your mofl: humble fervants.” 

** P. S. We have received intelligence that the commander of the re- 
bels at KESKAR is taken, and liis forces put to the fwordj that 
“ the king’s troops have feized upon all the goods found in the hands 
“ of the rebels, which they have divided among themfelves as Ipoil.’* 

We may here ftop and contemplate this pi^flure of Persian frenzy 
and perfidious wickednefs. Theic rebels dug up even the floors of the 
ENGLISH houfe at RESiiDj and, as a humorous IjXicimen of their ha- 
vock, threw a quantity of fugar into a well, that difpatch might be made 
in fweetning the water.. Patience is a remedy of great clficacy : here 

* Whidi would hnvc produced B500 g»^eat pounds. 

M 2 


feemed 
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fecmed to be no other for the prefent, fo that vve may indulge refle<tlion, 
and try to \Yhat account it will turn : it threw me on a thought which 
might be impertinent to mention if I had not heard it ferioufly maiii- 
taii'.cd, that national gain oiiay arife from the lofs of private mcrchantSj 
providing drat lofs is in our rnanufadures. In proof of this profound 
DocTRiNF it is alledgcd, that the labour for which the artificers have 
been paid^ vaAIy exceeds the price of the original materia! j and that if 
we get home fo much as the original material is worth, the national in- 
tered receives no hurt. This is too deep a Ipeculation for me, I confels, 
cfpccial'y while I feel for niy friends who fuffer. I prefame our riches 
arife from our labour as well as materials, and that tlie whole commu • 
nity fuffers, in proportion to tlic calamities which happen to a part of it; 
and die greater the part which fuffers, the greater the misfortune. The 
good which may in this cafe happen to fomc, in confcqucncc of a lofs 
by affording occafon of a frefh employment, can never be an equiva- 
lent for the greater diminution of private dock, becaufe private dock is, 
without doubt, a part of the national dock j and that cannot be true of 
a particular lofs, whicli, if general, would ruin our merchants, and con- 
fequentlv didrefs the nation. If the end of our labour is frudrated, how 
is it poflible we can profper, whild that labour is acknowledged to be 
one gre..t fource from whence our riches flow ? 

But to return to our hidory ; dreadful as lliis news was, the clemency 
of the new king fecmed to promife us reditution, fo that we flattered 
ourfelves with the fame fuccefs as we had obtained at astrabad four 
years before : but it pleafed providence to rebuke us for thefe fanguine 
expedations, vvliich were hardly well formed, when new's came that 
IBRAHIM MyRZA, thc king’s brother, was in rebellion. 

The fadlors in St, pktersbu rg now made ^^nfwer to the fadors in 

GHILAN. 

“Gentlemen, St. Petersburg, May ii, 1748. 

“ t "'HE melancholy account of the fituation of your houfe contain- 

JL ed in your favour of thc 20th of February, you may eafily ima- 

gine 
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“ gine gives us the moft fenfible concern j but we flatter ourfelves that the 
“ lofs will be made good to you, and that your prudent management 
joined to the jufticc of your caufe, can hardly fail of obtaining refti- 
tution from the clemency of adil shah. 


As you are the beft judges what means to take for this end, \vc 
therefore hope you have followed the dictates of your owii rcafon and 
“ experience; and we learn by the new'S of the icth of March, that 
‘ you had a fair piofpe< 5 l of making this important recovery. The re- 
‘ volt, which was further fufpedled, being unknown to us in any cir- 
“ curnflance, we cannot make any reflc(ftions on it. What the company 
“ at home will tletermine, you will hear foon ; but you murt not helitate 
‘‘ to a<it as the circumftances of the times may require. This unhaonv 

L X j 

“ afair is the greater fliock to us, as we Iiad entertained tire moll fan- 
‘‘ guine hopes of your making large returns. 

We are, gentlemen, yours, fee.” 


It is cafy tto conceive in what manner the Caspian traders in London 
received tlie melancholy ney s of the total plunder of ibcir factory in 
PERSIA; but the following letter from their fritors in klsud to their 
fiitors in Sc. Petersburg, alforded fbrne confolation. 


“ Sirs, Reshd, x^pril 4, 1748. 

“ J\ S an emballador from adil shah to the court of Russia i.s go^ 
“ JL jL ing to ASTKACHAN, wc CO bracc this opportunity to inform 
“ you of what has occurred flnee our lall. 

“ In regard to the shah’s orders for collecting our plundered goods 
and returning them to us, notliing further has been c.vccuted; and the 
“ final 1 quantity mentioned to be ilclivercd to us is not worth above 12 
or 1400 crowns. AcaiMED khan declares that he had delivered 470 
pieces of our goods to the king’s merchant, in lieu of hi§ goods loll ; 
“ and the reft w'hich he has colledted being moftly damaged, he does not 
“ think W'orth the delivery : the truth is, he has Ibid a great part of diem, 
and the remainder were given in payment of Iiis own debts. In cafe 

“ ADIL 
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ADIL SHAH (hould bc plcafcd to pay us for the efFe<Sts loft, we think 
“ it not fafc to keep the money here ; to inveft it in raw filk cannot be 
** done in lefs than three racoltas ", and to let it remain on fliip-bord in an 
“ open road fo long a time is alfo very dangerous j for theft reafons wc 
think it beft to fend it to astrachan. But in this cafe a difficulty a- 
** rifts, whether it will be fuffered to return, as there is a prohibition to 
** export any money from Russia. We have difeourfed with the russi- 
AN refident on this fabjedl, and he thinks our cafe very different from 
“ that of exporting money, and makes no doubt but it will be permitted. 

“ We cannot reafonably expe<Sl your anfwer before winter, therefore 
“ we write to Mr. conful wolff, and the fadiors at St. Petersburg, 
to give us immediate orders, which in the mean time we (hall obferve. 

The colleflor of the cuftoms, who arrived lately, informs us that 
“ when he was in the camp he heard that the minifters were willing and 
“ ready to accommodate our affairs, but that the fuccefs would be at- 
“ tended with a great expence. In caft the shah pays us in gold, it 
** will be difficult to get it exchanged for lilver to purchafe filk, and this 
“ commodity is chiefly purchaftd with filver, ‘and very little gold can be 
** put off that way. If he pays in filver, it will be difficult to get fuch 
“ a fum exchanged for gold without giving an advance thereon 3 and 
gold, as you will fee hereunder, is the moft profitable of the two, if 
any of the merchants concerned chafe to have their returns in Ipecie. 
The gold currency of pef,sia is, viz, 

“ Muker ducats current at 6 crowns J*, weigh 2 ^ mufcals **. 

Leffer dittos - - i ----- j* 

** Half crowns or rupics, fifid denaers and abaffies are in general pretty 
“ equal at prefent, as few old ones which arc more weighty now remain,” 

A mercantile term for the annual growth of certain produftioifi. ** i crown weighs 5 muf- 

«al3 of hlvcr. 6 J mufcals = 1 ounce troy. 


c H A p. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


’Xbe CASPIAN traders apply for his majejlys letter to adil shah. I’he 
king’s letter to that prince. Adil shah promifes refitutiout but is de* 
throned by his brother ibrahim. Letter from the factors in ghilan to 
the factors in St. Petersburg, with a further account of the dijirac^ 
tion of the times. Elton efcapes an affajjination. 

U NDER thefc flattering expe<Slations, the Caspian traders in Lon- 
don, in hopes of ftrengthening their intereft in Persia, petitioned 
his majefty. In this they fet forth the deplorable flate of their affairs, 
and that as no treaty of commerce exifted between the crowns of great 
BRITAIN and PERSIA, they had no proteftion but what arofe from the 
immediate favoui' of the Persian monarchs, which they prayed his ma- 
jefty to procure for them. The king, ever ready to fuccour the diftref- 
fed, granted them his letter, dated in June 1748, as follows. 

“ George the second, by the grace of almighty God, creator of hea- 
“ ven and earth, king of CtReat Britain, prance and Ireland, 
“ the moft invincible and moft mighty defender of the Christian 
“ faith, &c. 

“ To the SERENE, moft potent, and moft renowned prince adil 

SHAH, king of PERSIA, MEDIA and ARMENIA, &C. 

“ The moft high exalted prince in ample honour and dignity, fends kind 
“ falulations and wiftics of health and happinefs. 

** Most nop,le and most mighty prince, 

** r E have lately received with great pleafure, by the governor and 
“ » » company of ouy royal merchants trading to Russia, and tlrrough 

RUSSIA to PERSIA, the welcome news of your happy acceflion to die 
“ throne of the Persian empire. We could not defer fending you thefe 
“ our royal letters, to teftify the particular joy and fatisfadtion with wliich 
“ we received the account of your ferenity’s elevation to that high degree 
** of power and dignity j upon which we congratulate you in the moft 

“ friendly 



96 THE CASPIAN TRADERS APPLY Part L 

“ friendly and aitecStionate manner, and with your, ferenity may enjoy it 
“ during the courfe of many years, with all happinefs and profperity. 

“ Our faid governor and company of our royal merchants having re- 
“ prefented to us that they have received advices from their fIr6tors re- 
“ fiding at reshd; that in the month of January lafl a party of rebels 
“ had plundered them of all their goods and merchandize, both wool- 
“ len, as well as filk which they had provided as returns, to the amount 
“ of feveral hundred thoufand mildenaers, and that they had but juft 
time to cfcapc with their lives, and part of w'hat money they had by 
** them, on board a vciTel then riding at anchor in that port; they have 
“ therefore befought us to recommend this aftair to you, and to defire 
“ that all rcflitution, jufiice, and ample fatisfaftion may be made to them, 
“ and likewlfe that you grant them your protection for their perfons and 
“ efFedls from any infults or violations for the future. 

“ Wc have thought fit to acquaint your fcrcniiy therewith, and de~ 
“ fire tliat you wiil ftvour our merchants as abovementioned with your 
“ royal countenance and protection; not doubting but that )our ferenity 
wiil, u])on the receipt of thclc our royal letters, caufe jufticc to be 
“ done to our company and merchants, 

“ Jufticc being the glory of princes, we can make no doubt of your 
“ ferenity’s ready compliajice with this our requeft, efpecially as the trade 
“ carried on by our fubjeCts in Persia, tends fi> highly to the mutual 
‘‘ advantage of both nations, and requires fome particular marks of your 
favour and fupport. And we hope, as our merchants arc ftrangers in 
“ your empire, and place their intiic dcpcndancc in your favour and pro- 
“ teclion, your lerenity will hear them favourably, and redrefs any griev- 
‘‘ ances tliey may now reprefent, or at any time hereafter have iuft caufe 
“ to lay before you. Wc rely on your royal favour and jufticc, and con- 
“ elude with repeating our vviflies of health and true happinefs to your 
ferenity and royal fltmily, &c. 

** Your afFcdtion^e /riend. Sign’d G. R,‘* 


This 
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This mark of his naa 3 efty*s tender concern could not poflibly jwoducc 
any effect, for though a li had many good qualities, he wanted thole 
which were the moft effential. Exalted with the notion of deliv'ering 
PERSIA from tyranny, and receiving the crown as his reward; he aban- 
doned himfelf to his favourite intoxicating gratifications of women and 
ftroiig liquors j by which means he became an eafy prey to the ambition 
of his brother ibrahim. After ah had reigned about 12 months, 
IBRAHIM aljairing to the crown, colle< 5 led a body of forces ; and both ar- 
mies meeting, ali was taken prifoner and blinded j and the iofs of his 
eyes threw a total darknefs on the profpedt which the Caspian traders 
had of the recovery of their Id's from him. 

This event banilhed the fadlors a fecond time from their houfe at 
EESHD to EK2ELLEE, whcrc they might the more eafily fecure the poor 
remains of their plundered fortunes. From hence after acquainting tlic 
factors in St. petershlirg of the defeat of adil shah \ they wrote as 
follows. 

Gentlemen, Enzellee, June 1748. 

“ the 23d of May we retired Io enzellee a lecond time, ' on the 

“ V / report of the arrival of a new governor on the part of ibrahim 

‘‘ myr2a‘, with fome troops. The fccond inflant we received news 
from RESHD, that askeri khan, lately mvrza askeri, was arriv- 
“ ed there with 1 80 men, with order to colleCt fuch monies as belonged 
“ to the crown and the great men. Our interpreter, whom vve had pur- 
“ pofely left in rlsud to fee what pafi'ed, came to us, and brought a 
“ letter from askeri khan, in which he acquainted us that he was 
“ very forry to hear of our Ioffes and fufl'erings, and ready to do us all 
“ pofiible fervice : that he had a decree from ibrahim myrza, which 
he would deliver to us ’as foon as we carac to town. On the 3d we re- 
turned an anfwer, and acknowledged our obligations for his profcfiioii 
of friendlhip, and that as foon as we had finiflied the bufinefs we were 
pbliged to perform, vec, would wait on him ; for we think it fafefl to 

* Th? mder wiU reiiTember that ali xovli khan took tha name of adil, fie never 

took the name of su ah> but only mykka or prince. 

Vox,. JL N wait 
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** wait a few days and fee how affairs are condu6:ed by him ” They 
then recount the difficulties they labour under, in regard to the fafe- 
ty of their money, it appearing to be the chief aim of the rossiaK re- 
hdeot to oblige them to leave Persia with it; and continue thus. 
“ The 14th of May we vilited the khan, who, after delivering ibra- 
** him’s decree, affiired us we had nothing to fear, and might depend 
** on his good-will. He then fent feveral merchants to look at the cloth 
** returned to us by mehti kouli khan, and to agree for the price of 
** it. On the 1 ith * inftant the refident came to town to fix his dwelling 
** at ENZELLEE, and the next day he lent a letter to our Thompson 
“ and WILDER, to acquaint them that he had received advice that 400 
“ foldiers were fent by the khan to kiskar, and delired them to con- 
** fider whether it would not be beft to retire from the place ; they anfwer- 
“ ed that they would confider of the matter; upon which he exprefled 
“ his great concern for Mr. VAN mierop, who Was at reshd, adding 
“ that if we had any bales or parcels to fliip, we muft do it immediate- 
“ ly, for in cafe of a neceffity to leave Persia, he Ihould not othervvife 
“ be able to give us any tonnage. 

On the 1 7th Mr. van mierop returned from rEvShd, and waited 
on the relident. We defired of him that at Icall two chefts containing 
** our monfey, might remain here until the departure of the laft ftiip 
** from hence, and if we fliould then think it necelfary to fend it to as- 
“ TRACHAN, that we might have tonnage for it. It appears to us that 
“ all poffible methods are pradlifed to frighten and induce us to fend our 
“ money and effedts from hence, that the refident may be foie liiaf- 
“ ter of the filk market j and if fome favourable clrcumftance does not 
** encourage us to return to our houfe, it will be of very little confe- 
“ quence to us who has the market, for were .we to purchafe filk we 
** know not where to truft it. 

“ We are, See .” 

. ;rWbilift the BRITISH fadtors in ghilan wer^thus complaining’bft their 
iiifierings, the reader perhaps will be curious 'to know what beeam© of 

^ June. 


ELTON 
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ELTON during thcfe revolutions. Nadir’s death did not intirdy qualh 
his hopes} being perfonally known to ali kouli khan, he expe< 5 t- 
ed prbtcdlion from him; and, contrary to the belief of his friends 
in EUROPE, he received affurances of being fupported by that prince j 
from whom he alfo received a prelent. An, who began to court the 
friendihip of Russia, would hardly have purfucd his uncle’s deiign of 
building fliips, knowing, if he knew any thing, that the Russians would 
never fubmit to its being brought to maturity. The peafants of ghilan 
fublcribed to it as little as the Russians; infomuch that upon the occa- 
lion of nadir’s death, they attempted to deftroy elton, and a ball was 
adually lliot through fome part of his cloathing: but as he efcaped the 
fate of his matter nadir, he furvived ali’s fortune alfo; and the repu- 
tation of his abilities having reached ibrahim, this prince likewife aflu- 
red him of his protedtlou. 


CHAP. XVIII. 

The BRITISH faBors in ghilan return home. Their letter upon this occa- 
fton. They arrive at St. Petersburg. The “whole atneunt of the Cas- 
pian trade from its frjl ejlablijhment. 

T he factors in Persia now thought it high time to look toward* 
their native country, and as there as but little profpe<tt of being 
ferviceable to their principals, to provide for the fecurity of their own 
perlbns, by removing from a Icene of niilcry and dittrels. Mr. van mie- 
Rop and Mr. Charles Thompson prepared to return home to Europe, 
for which pur pofe they had received inttnuttions. Their letter to the 
BRITISH faettors in St, Petersburg bett explains the nature of their cir- 
cumftances at this time. 

** Gentlemen, Enzellee, September 23, 1748. 

“ TP remained at enzellee till the 20th of July, and hearing that 
** VV IBRAHIM MYJRZA had fent for askeri kh.4n under arrett; 
" that a new governor was arrived, and reshd become fattr ; we ven- 

N 2 ture^ 
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*Mured to return home. We began then to buy filk, and to fliip it off 
** as fall as poffible: the refident informed us that he intended to leave 
“ RESHD, with all the Russian lliips on the loth inllant, and if we had 
“ any goods to (liip, or intended to go to Russia, we muft be ready 
** by that time. We defired of him, that in confideration of the amity 
“ between the crowns of great Britain and Russia, the fubjcfts 
** of the former being deeply intere/led, that a Ihip might remain here 
** during the winter, for which we were ready to pay the freight. To 
** this he anfwered, that without an order from his court he could not 
let any fliips remain after the loth of September. We are credibly in- 
** formed that ibrahim mykza has caufed the eyes of his brother, the 
“ late king, to be put out, and fent troops to attack amur asi, an khan, 
making flow marches that way himfelf. 

“ On the 19th inftant we went toENZELLEE, and defired the refident 
** to grant tonnage for our filk on board of two fliips, in order to di- 
** vide the rifle i but he anfwered, that he had referved one for him- 
** felf and his friends, and the other for the conful and the trade, there- 
“ fore we mud put all on board that fliip. As we appeared determined 
rather to remain behind than leave our effedts, he confented that this 
fliip fliould remain till the 20th, provided we would be ready at that 
time, to which we agreed. About noon the governor of reshd was 
** taken under arreft, and his houfe plundered by two colonels and a par- 
“ ty, fuppofed to be in the interefl; of amur aslan khan. This cir- 
“ cumftance, joined to the diilradted condition of the country in general, 
and the intended departure of all the fliips for Russia, induced us to 
“ fend the money uninvefted, by our mierop and Thompson. 

“ We are, &c." 

Mcfiieurs mierop and Thompson accordingly left Persia, leaving 
their partner Mr. wilder behind i they brought with them about 33,000 
crowns value in raw filk, and as much more in gold and filver. The 
month following they arrived in astrachan, but for want of a regular 
correfpondency on the part of the adventurers? it was the end of July 
year before they arrived at St.-PETERSBURG-j and here they 

were 
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were detained a whole year, on account of the jealoufy of fome of their 
principals. 

Perhaps it may be imagined, that the intire amount of a trade in which 
above 150 perfbns were concerned, and in which the ballancc of the 
account plundei'ed was fo very confiderable, fhould be greater than we 
really find it. 


The whole export of cloth and eu- | 

The whole import of raw filk, ac- 

ROPE AN goods, for 

account ofl 

cording to the value in Persia. 

tlie BRITISH CASPIAN traders. 

crowns 

brought into Persia, coft as fol- 

*743 ----- 120,000 

lows. 


1744 _ _ - - . 50,000 



crowns 

*745 ----- 62,000 

1742 

4S6 parcels 

170,000 

1746 50,500 

*743 

414 ditto 

144,900 

1747 ----- 13,000 

*744 

299 ditto 

102,650 

1748 ----- 12,000 

*745 

valuo 

252,942 

1749 ----- 33,000 

1746 

ditto 

20,000 

in money - - 33,000 

/: 

■ *74.398 

689,592 

£• 93.375 373.500 

The 

price of raw fil!-; 

: rifing much beyond its onlinary value, it may be 


cafily calculated that the profits on this trade were very confiderable, and 
equal to the rllk, however great this may .appear. A batman of sher- 
BAFF filk, contitining 8 pounds of 24 ounces, being bought for about 
16 crowns, the charges 34 per cent, till delivered for Talc, brings it to a- 
bout I 5 s. 6 d. per pound j and fuch filk reached the price of 28 ihillings " j 
conlequently thofe who came early into this trade, or fent the mofi; pro- 
per goods, may not have fuffered very much. 

“ It may however be 1 8 s. again, if we get a large fupply from other countries. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. XIX. 

B^traB-^sf the autiors tettier to a friend^ exhibiting a fummary view of the 
BElTiSH CASPIAN trade from its eftablijhment ; with remarks on the be^ 
haviour of the 9 . ref dent and fubjeSlsy to the British faSiors in 

GYa%KS, on occafm. of the plunder, 

I KNOW not how to give the reader an abridgment of this narrative, 
and. at the fame time explain the conclufion of the cataftrophc, than 
by the following letter to a friend, the clofe of which, being the part 
mod material to my prefent purpofo, explains in what manner people are 
liable to be treated, even by their very good friends as well as their ene- 
mies j and how particular circumftances may expofe the fubjedls of any 
prince to the moft unworthy ufage. 

*« Sir, St. PETERSBURG, December 1749. 

“ JK S to the antiquity of the Caspian commerce, I never difco- 
jLjL. vered that we had any trade over that fea, except a fmall trial 
made in the fixteenth century. To begin with the proper date of our 
** late attempt, you muft remember that his prefent majefty renewed a 
treaty of commerce with anna ivanowna in 1734, by which a li- 
berty of this trade is granted. You know that the parliament of great 
“ BRITAIN paired an a<St in 1741, granting a liberty to fuch perfons 
as are free of the Russia company, to import the raw lilk of Persia 
“into great BRITAIN, in return for British manufadlures fold in 
PERSIA; in conlequence whereof from 1741 to 1745, were lent 
“ 170,000 1 . value into Persia. 

“ In 1743, JOHN ELTON, onc of our factors in Persia, engaged him- 
“ felf as a Ihip- builder in the fervice of nadjr^shah, which offended 
“ the RUSSIANS, and at length occalioncd a decree of the Russian court, 
publilhed in 1746, prohibiting this trade. The cruelties of nadir 
** SHAH had involved his people in fuch extreme mifery, that hardly the 
** mod trivial fales could be made by the 8x11*15 h fadlors in the north 
of fitItsiA from 1744 to 1747^ in June 1747 nadir fuffered a 

violent 
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violent death; his nephew ali then mounted the throne, and 
inftaptly began to revive; but in January following, amvr A8J;.aM 
“ khan, a coufin of nadir, revolting from ali, fcnt a body of hiiii 
“ forces and pillaged the British faiSfors in rbshd to the value of 
“ Sojooo 1 . Ali foon defeated thofe rebels, and declared his intentions 
** to do us juftice; but his brother ibrahim myrsca alfo revolting, ALI 
“ was taken prifouer and blinded. 

“ You muft obferve, that the fovereigns of Russia having been maf- 
** ters of GHiLAN from 1722 to 1731, are ftUl conlidered with a re- 
“ fpeeSful regard, and the perfons and houfes of their minillers are ufu- 
“ ally facred to the inhabitants of that province. The good underftand- 
“ ing between great Britain and Russia, and the repeat’d pro- 
“ miles of proteiflion received from the Russian court, inclined our 
merchants at home and their factors in Persia to expetft not only pro- 
“ tedlion and ju dice, but kindnefs and fricndlhip from the Russian refi- 
“ dent and fubjedls in Persia. But the contrary happened; for I am 
well affured that feveral fubje< 3 :s of that empire were a<!;tually partners 
“ in the plunder, if receiving the ftolen goods can make them fuch. 

“ Amur aslan khan having thus rebelled agalnll ai.i, this robbery 
“ might, in refpett to the declared fubjcdls of that prince, be deemed 
“ an hodile plunder only; but his taking the efrccts of drangers, who in 
“ confidence of the laws of hofpitality came into Persia to trade, and 
“ neither provoked nor refilled, nor any ways oppofed the invaJers, makes 
“ this capture an abfolute robbery; confequently the goods ought in juf- 
“ tice to he conlidered as dolen, and thofe >vho bought them as buying 
“ Holcn goods. To buy fuch goods with a view to profit by the dillrels 
** of him who is robbed, is certainly againll all laws human and divine ; 
** and contrary to the fricndlhip and alliance of the prince whofe fubjedls 
“ are robbed, and of him whofe fubjetls buy fuch llolen goods. 

“ The padions of men in all countries betray them often into unwar- 
“ rentable exceHes; but«the civilized part of mankind have generally 
“ fuch impreflions of mor^ deities, as leldom to violate their cpnfcicnce 
“ without giving fomc marks of compunction. The Russian refident 

“ was 
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*‘;was ib far afraid or afhamed, as to difowh he bad bouight any of the 
« goc^s j as did the other fubjedts of Russia ; but a great part of thofe 
goods I am affured were feen in their pofleflion, and particularly in 
“ the refident’s houfe: and when the fadlor Mr. van mierop, offered 
“ the RUSSIANS payment of the value they had given for thefe goods, 
they ftiil alledged that they had not purchafed any fuch. 

“ The imprtflions which the honeft part of the Persians received 
“ from the violation of juftice in taking thefe edefts, appears by the con- 
dm 5 t of AGA MIR CASBiNi, and his partner hahdgeb mehtie. 
“ Thefe men had made a profit of 400 crowns, on a purchafe of fome 
“ plundered cloth: the hahdgee declared againft fuch gain, as contrary 
“ to reafon and religion, and gave notice thereof to our fadtors, who in 
“ confideration of the great rifk in tranfporting the goods to tlie place 
“ where they had been fold, divided the profits with him. 

** In what manner the /pirit of chrifiianity inipires the true profefibrs 
“ thereof with the love of juAice and humanity, beyond the doctrine of 
“ mahommed, is very evident to real Christians who have lived a- 
“ mongA MAHOMMEOANs: but neither the Christian refident nor the 
CHRISTIAN merchants, in this inftance adlcd in the lame manner as 

HAHDGEE MEHTI. 

“ You know. Sir, I was plundered at astrabad in a rebellion agaiull 
** NADIR SHAH ill 1 744* The rebels carried the farce fo far as to give 
“ me an obligation for the amount of the goods taken, promifing pay- 
ment thereofj which plainly lliewed they did not think they had any 
right to feize the goods of a Aranger, becaufc they rebelled againll 
“ their fovereign j how much lefs can the purchafe of the goods in quef- 
tion be warranted as legal ? 

“ The RUSSIAN court has Aized Persian efFe<As in Russia to in- 
"** demnify rus ian merchanrs who loA effedts by plunder in Persia. 
”**1 am perfuaded therefore that this court would not acquielce in the 
condu^A of her refident towards us. But the queAion is, if thefe in- 
juries done us by the refident and his people, Were proved in a proper 

** manner. 
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“ manner, which will require fome flcill and expence, for the ,Rf:fS 5 i- 
“ AIMS, who are the prppcr and legal evidences, arc accomplices,, iwhe- 
“ ther'it would avail to obtain reftitutioii ? perhaps the rehdent might be 
“ punilhed in a pecuniary way, without any benclit to us. Inquifitions 
** concerning great illegal gains are things very much out of fafliion, e- 
“ ven in limited monarchies, and where laws are faid to be revered, and 
** the execution of them con lidered as bulwarks of property j I am a- 
** fraid you find it fo. But you w'ill pleafe to obferve, that I am told 
“ alfo the purchace of the goods in queftion, and retaining them, not- 
withftanding the value paid was offered to be returned, is a warrant- 
■“ able a< 51 , and that men have a right to make their foitunc by fuch 
“ means, when fuch a happy occafion oifers. If tltole who might be 
•“ appointed our advocates in this affiir ihould happen to be of this opi- 
“ nion, a complaint would be over-bullanccd by a vexatious proiecution 
“ to no purpofe ; but you are at liberty to take what measiircs you pleafe. 

“ I am ferry that it is not in my power to give you any relief ; if it was, 
“ I know my own opinion as well as inclination, atrd am \'try much, 

“ S.r.R, yours, 6cc.” 

C H A P. XX. 

SiiAuROKii fre^vai/s over ibraviim. T/v kingvorites to suahrokh sitau. 
D 'lftrakfions in pkrsi A. Aci of pciriiamait to encourage the gron'th of 
filk in our American plantations. A large fupply cf thii commodity 
propojld J ran china. Act for repealing the duties nptn ciu^iAT atv ftlk, 

T hough all the British faClors except one had left ghil an, the 
CASPIAN traders did not abandon all liopes of the recovery of their 
lofs. The rebel amur asl an khan, the author of the unhappy plunder of 
our fa< 5 tory, w'^as foon after feized by ibrahim, on the Aveftern coafl of the 
CASPIAN, and put to death. In the mean time shahrokh was choien 
king at mesched, and fupported by a very powerful party. Tiiis news 
carried ibrahim back, but his fortune was iben reverfed bv the deter- 
tion of his army, and his total defeat. Whether shahrokh was of the 
VoL. II. O blood 
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blood royal is very hand- to determine j however he was feeelved as hich, 
and bid fair to eftablifli him&lf on the throne of Persia; thettfore the 
CASPIAN traders thought proper again to petition the king for his letter, 
and his inajefty was pleafed, for the fourth time, to comply with their 
requeft, being about the month of January 175O; but as this letter, the 
change of name excepted, is alinoft verbatim what was wrote to ADii. 
shah, die reader will excule my inferting it. 

That no means fliould be left untried to obtain a recovery of the lofs 
which the Caspian traders had fudained in Persia, the English fac- 
tors in St. PETERSBURG, on the behalf of their principals, united in fend- 
ing a perfbn of reputation, with orders to a(fl in concert with Mr. Ri- 
chard WILDER in PERSIA, intending to reconcile certain difficulties 
which had arifen among the adventurers, and apprehending that by gra- 
tifying both parties, there might be a coalition of intereft; and that this 
vyould be the bed means of preferving that unanimity, without which a 
felicitation for the recovery would be attended with infuperable difficul- 
ties, fliould the PERSIANS difeover any animofities, or even jealoulies a- 
mongft the fufierers. With regard to their rcfpe< 5 live lodes they had 
now but one common intereft: but here again we had proof of the great 
want of regulations, and what perplexities commercial affairs in asia 
are fubje< 5 l to, if left free and open ; or witli the appearance of a body 
corporate, v/ithout the fubftance of it. 

Laws amcMigft chRi simians in euroPe, as I have already obferved, 
differ extremely from mahommedan governments, and the frequent vi- 
olations of juftice in praitice amongft the latter, renders a more than com- 
mon vigilance neceffary to the good condudl of trade. In euroPe every 
man has a right of claim according to the laws of the country he is in, 
fuch regard being had at the fame time to private ^reements, or the autho- 
rity of the conful of his own nation, as has been found prodinftivc of 
the general good of the whole factory or community : but in asia there 
muft be fome regulations independent of the national government, or a- 
nimofity and confufion inevitably enfucj fo at leaft we found It in the 
CASPIAN trade. 

To 
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To wav© tjus ungrateful part of our ftory, I muft obfervc that the 
fueceis the merchants had at astrabad, the remembrance of the pro- 
mife of ADiL SHAH, the affurance that Persia abounded in money, 
likewife that shahrokh was eftablithed in the government, inclined 
the fa<Slor8 and merchants to attempt a recovery at the rifk of fome ex- 
pence j the antient laws of Persia alfo favoured this delign: however 
Mr. CHAMBERLIN, who was charged with the king’s letter laft mention*? 
ed, found it unneceflary to proceed any farther than Russia, psitsiA 
being ftill torn with inteftine commotions : but nothing has been yet done, 
and it may be prefumed that a great part of the Indian treafure is either 
carried out of Persia, or diflipated in fuch a manner as to leave no 
hopes of accomplifliing any recovery. 

Thefe diftradlions having continued already for five years: the culti- 
vation of raw filk in Persia has been alfo much negledted Many o- 
ther reafons concurred to raife the price of lilk, to the prejudice of this 
nation. Under thefe circumftances the British parliament was induced 
to try if our own plantations could produce this valuable commodity, and 
accordingly an adt was pafled as follows, in the 23d year of his ma« 
jcfly’s reign, being 1750. 

“ An a< 5 l for encouraging tlie culture of raw filk in his majefty’s colonies 

“ or plantations in America. 

“ 7 HE REAS it will greatly tend to the increafe and improvement of 

TV the filk manufactures of this kingdom, to encourage the growth and 
“ culture of filk in his majefty’s dominions in amekioa ; may it tlicretore pleafe 
“ your majefty, that it may be enacted; and be it enacted by the king’s moft cx* 
** cellent majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and 
“ temporal, and commons, in this prefent parliament afiembled, and by the autho- 
** rity of the fame, that froru and after the 24th of June 1750, it (hall and may be 
** lawful to import any raw filks of the growth and culture of any of his majef- 
** ty’s colonics or plantations in America, direftly from thence into the port ol 
** LONDON, without paying any fubfidjjij cuftom, impolition, or other duty what- 

* The ARMS and a-v»«AMS have for feme years paft import-^ hardly a tenth part of the 

O 2 foever 
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“ focver for the fame ; fo as a due entry be firft made thereof in the cuftom-houfe, 
“ at the time of importation, and in the fame manner and form (cxprefllng the 
“ package, marks, and numbers, together with the quantities and qualities of the 
“ relpcdive goods) as was tiled and pra6lifed before the making of this aftj and 
fo as the fame be landed in the prefence of, and examined by the proper ofB* 
“ cer or officers ofthe culloms apjaointed for that purpofe; and lb as the fame be 
imported in llnps or velfcis, that may lawfully trade to his majcfty’s plantati- 
“ ons, manned as by law is required; and on failure of the faid conditions or di- 
“ rctlions herein laft-mentioned. Inch filks ihall be liable to the payment of the 
“ reljjec^live duties, as if this act had never been made. 

“ Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforefuid, that 
“ in order to intitle the importer and iinporceis of raw filk, to tire exemption iii- 
“ tended by this act, every mcrcliant or odrer perfsn or perfons whatfoever, who 
“ fliall, alter the 24th oi June 1750, load any raw lilk on board any ffiip or 
“ vcliel, in any of the British colonies or plantations in amcrica, ffiall, before 
“ the clearing out of the laid ffii]> or vew'el Irom ihcncc, make proof, on oath, be- 
“ fore the colledor and comptroller of the ciiftoms, and naval officer, at the port 
“ or place wiierc ftich raw filk lhail be put on board, or any tw'o of rhe;n, that 
“ the raw filk, which he, Ihe, or they hath or have Ihipped on boaril the faid 
“ fbip or vclTel (expreiTing the quantity thereof) is bona tide of the growth and 
“ culture of fomc or one of the uai tish colonics or plantations in amkrica, ex- 
“ prelTuig the pariffi or place in Juch plantation where the fame was cultivated 
“ and produced, and by whom, producing fuch perfon’s oath thereto made be- 
“ fore the governor of fuch ifiand or province, or before t!te next juflicc of the 
“ peace ( which oath die faid governor or jullice of the peace, colleilor and comp- 
“ troller of the cuftoms, and naval officer, or any two of them, are hereby re- 
“ qaire l and impowered to adminifier without fee or reward) and the inafler, 
“ co'.nmand. r, or other perfon, taking charge of the fliip or vefiel, on board 
which fuch raw filk ffiall be loaded, ffiall alfo bring with him a certificate or 
"• cerrificatcs from fuch collector and comptroller of the cuftoms, and naval offi- 
“ ccr, or any two of them, as aforcfiid, viader tlieir hands and leals of office 
“ (which certificaa* or certificates, fuch colleftor and comptroller of the cuftoms, 
“ and naval officer, arc hereby required and directed to grant without fee or re-. 
“ ward) cxpveffing the marks, number, tale, and weight of the raw filk, in each 
“ bale, parcel, or orher package v/hatfoe^r, fo (hipped or loaded on board fuch 
“• ffiip br veffid, with the names, place or places of abode of the exporter or cx- 
“ porters thereof, from the faid carrisH colonies or plantations in AMSRtcA*, and 

“ the 
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“ the name or names, place or places of abode of fuch other perfon or perfons, 
who Ihall have fworn the goods therein mentioned to have been of the growth 
“ and culture of the laid BRITISH colonics or plantations in America ; and the 
“ name or names of the perfon orperfoqs to whom the fame are configncd in the 
“ port of LONDON ; which certificate Or certificates, the faid mafter, commander, 
“ or other perfon taking charge of fuch fliip or veffel, (hall, on his arrival in the 
“ faid port ol London, deliver to die colleftoi-, comptroller, or ocher chief of- 
** fictr of his majefty’s cuflorns at the laid port, at or before the entry of the faid 
“ raw filk; and at the lame time Ihall make oath before any one of them the 
“ faid colleclor, comptroller, or chief officer of his maiefty’s culloms (who are 
“ hereby required and impowered to adminiller the fame withoifc fee or reward) 
“ that the faid bales and parcels, and goods contained in fuch certificate, are the 
“ lame bales and parcels, and goods, as were taken on board in the faid British 
“ colonies or plantations in americav and if any raw filk of the growth and 
“ culture of the BarnsM colonies or plantations in avierica, Ihall, after the faid 
“ 24th day of June 1750, be imported as herein belorc mentioned, v/ithout fuch 
“ certificate figned and delivered as herein before required, and oath made as 
“ before directed, by I'le mailer, commander, or other perfon t, iking charge of 
“ the fnip or vcilel in which the fuuc is imported 1 all inch raw filks fnall be !:- 
“ able to the payment of the rtl'pcclive duties, as if this act liad never been 
“ made ; any thing herein before centaiaed to the contrary notwithilanding. 

“ /Vnd be it further cnaifled by the auchortiy aforcraid, that if any pcr'bn or 
“ perlbns Ihall, from and after the laid 24ch day of June 1740, make, or caufe 
“to be mad.e, an tutry or entries of any i'oreign raw filk under the name or 
“ defeription of raw filk of the growth or culture of any of trie British coio- 
“ nies or plantations in America, or fhali mix, or caulc to be mixed, any fo- 
“ reign raw filk with raw filk of the growth or culture of the British co- 
“ lunies or plantations in America, with intent to evade the payment of the 
“ duties payable on foreign raw filk, every perfon or perlbns fo making, or 
“ caufing to be made, fuch entry or entries, or mixing, or caufing fuch mix- 
“ turo or mixtures to be made, Ihall forfeit and lofe the lum of fifty pounds 
“ for every fuch offence, and all fuch foreign raw filk •, and in cafe of any mix- 
“ turc, the quantity fo mixed, both of foreign -and British plantation culture 
** or growth, or the value thereof, together with the bales or other packages 
“ containing the fame, lliall^be forfeitflfl, and (hall and may be fciRcd and profe- 
*^' Cuted, or the value thereof be fued for by any officer ui officers of his majef- 
ty’s cuffomsi one moiety of which penalties and forfeitures lliall be to the ufe 

“ of 
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“ of bis majofty, his heirs, anti fucc.eflbrs, and tho ocher rnoiety to him, or them 
that (hall feize, profecnte, or foe for the fame, in any of his ijtajefty’a courts 
“ of record at w^sTMiNSTEft. ' 

“ Provided always, that, if any doubt or difpute (hall arife, whether the faid 
“ raw (ilk, or any part thereof, fo to be imported as aforefaid, is of the growth 
“ or culture of the British colonies or phyitations in America, or of foreign 
growth or culture, the onus probandi (hall lie on the owner or claitner thereof, 
“ and not on the informer or profecutorj any law, cuftom, or ufage to the con- 
,** trary notwithlfantling. 

And be it further ena<5led by the authority aforefaid, that if any action or 
fuit (hall be con>menced againft any pcrfon or perlbns for any thing done in 
“ purfuancc of this a£t, the defendant or defendants, in fuch aftion or fuit, may 
** plead the general ilfue, and give this aft and the fpecial matter in evidence at 
any trial to be had thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuance and by 
“ authority of this aft; and if it (hall appear fo to have been done, then theju- 
ry fliall find for the defendant or defendants j and if the plaintilF (hall be non- 
“ liiited, or dilconcijiue his aftion, after the defendant or defendants (hall have 
apiJcarcd, or if judgement fhall be given upon any verdift or demurrer againll 
“ the plaintiff, the defendant or defendants (hall and may recover treble colts, 
“ and have the like remedy for the lame, as defendants have in other cafes by 
■** Jaw.*’ 

Such was the encouragement given by the Icgiflature, to the culture of 
raw (ilk in our American colonies. An ample fupply of this com- 
modity however can be brought only from asia, unlefs we make fome 
very extraordinary improvements. Europe during the laft war did not 
produce tlie ufual quantity, nor has the price of fome particular kinds 
declined (ince that time : for I apprehend the confuirtption of this article 
rather encreafes tlian dimlnithes. The east inoi a company therefore hav- 
ing, I prefume, previouily taken their meafures, applied to parliament for 
an alteration of the duty of china (ilk, the obtaihing of which afforda an 
jehcoyrageroent to the importation of it*; and no doubt we (hall have a 
Tn&cient quantity. Tlie aft in favour of it in 1750 is as follows. 

* In 17; 2 we £nd accoEdingly a large fupply of chTna MW fUk arrived. 


An 
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** An adl for rispealing the duties payable upon china raw lilk, and for 
' ** granting other duties in lieu thereof 

“ \ X/ here AS the duties now payable Upon raw filk imported from china 
“ V Y are a great difcouragement to the importation thereof : and whereas a 
“ a conftant and plentiful fupply of that valuable commodity to be manufactured 
“ in this kingdom, will be a publick benefit, and greatly contribute to the in* 
“ creafe and improvement of the filk manufatftures : therefore wc, your majifty*s 
mod: dutiful and loyal fubjecls, die commons of creat Britain, being defirous 
“ to promote and encourage the manufactures of tliis kingdom, do moft humbly 
“ befcech your majefly, that it may be enacted, and be it enaCted by the king’s 
“ molt excellent majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lords fpiritu- 
“ al and temporal, and commons, in this prefent parliament alTembled, and by 
“ the authority of the fame, tliat from and after the 24th of June 1750, the 
“ Icvcral rates, duties, fubfidics, and iinpofitions, now payable upon the impor- 
“ ration of raw filk of the growth or produce of china, by virtue of feveral aCls 
*' of parliament now in force, fliall ceafe, determine, and be no longer paid. 

“ And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, that fro n and after the 
“ faid 24th of June, all raw filk imported from china into this kingdom by the 
“ united company of merchants of f.noLaNd trading to the east indies, or by 
“ any licence from the faid company, fhall, in lieu of the fxid rates, duties, fub- 
“ fidics, and impofitions, by this aft repealed, as aforefaid, be charged ivith, and 
“ pay the fame rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, as are now charged up- 
“ on, and payable for, raw filk of the growth or produce of italy ; which laid 
“ rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, by this act granted, fhaii be paid by 
“ the faid united east india company, at the fame times, and in the fame man* 
“ ner, as the feverai rates, duties, fut^dics, and impofitions, by this a<9: rep^* 
“ ed, as aforefaid, have been paid. 

** And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, that the feveral rates, 
“ duties, fubfidics, and imjjofitions, by this aft granted, (hall be raifed, levied, 
“ colledfed, paid and applied, in fuch manner, and for the fame purpofes, as the 
“ faid feveral rates, duties, fubfidies, and impofitions, by this aff repealed, as 
“ aforefaid, arc now rcfpeCfively raifed, levied, coilefled, paid, and applied; and 
“ all the provifions of or in ayay act or law' now in force for raifing, levying, col- 
“ leding, paying, and applying the rates, duties, fubfidies, and imjjofitions here- 

“ by 
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by repealed, as aforeltiid, fliall be in full force, , and (hall be put in execution 
“ for raifing, levying, collc(S;ing, paying, and applying the rates, duties, fubfi- 
“ dies, and impofitions, by this a£t granted, as fully and effeftually, to all in- 
“ tents and pnrpofes, as if the faid provilions were particularly repeated and re- 
“ enacted in tlic body of this prefent aft. 

And be it further enafted and declared by. the authority aforefaid, that all r.iw 
filk of the growth or produce of china, imported after the fiid 24th of June, 
fhall, upon the exportation thereof from this kingdom, be intitled to and re- 
“ ceive the fame drawbacks and allowances only, as are now by law direfted to 
“ be paid upon the exportation of raw fdk of the growth or produce of italyi 
“ any law or ufige to the contrary notwithftanding.’* 


CHAP. XXL 

Petition of the r ossta company to the par liame}it concerning Persian ////t to 
be pur chafed in Russia. AB obtained in confequence of this petition. 
•Remarks on this aSi. Rcfedlions on induflry and labour^ and the perni- 
cious confequences of idlencfs. The fatal cataflrcpbe of el ton, 

nvhich finijhes the hijlory op the Caspian trade. 

T he RUSSIA company finding thcmfelvcs thus excluded a branch 
of trade, from which they had expefted many private as well as 
national benefits, applied their thoughts how beft to repair this injury : 
the mofl natural expedient was to obtain a liberty to buy the fame com- 
modity in RUSSIA, wliich they could not any longer provitle in the nortli 
of PERSIA, at lead: not to tranfport it through Russia : they might in- 
deed purchafe filk in Russia to tranfport to other countries, but an aft 
of parliament was neceflltry for the importation of it into England. 
Hitherto I have confidered that part of the Russia company which tra- 
ded to GHiLAN, under the name of Caspian tradersj little now re- 
mains of that commerce but a name: I will not however prefume to al- 
ter the title which thefe merchants gave themfelves in the petition which 
they now made to the parliament, for the perpofe abovementioned. 


The 
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The petitioti of the inerchants of London trading through Russia 
, ** into PERSIA. 

** Sheweth, 

*t / I 'HAT your petitioners did in the year 1741 obtain an adl of 
JL parliament, to enable them to import Persian raw fi Ik by the 
“ way of RUSSIA from Persia, if purchafed there with the produce of 
“ BRITISH woollens, and other manufadlures. Your petitioners having, 

“ in confequence of the faid adt, fent into Persia about 200,000 1. value 
in BRITISH manufadlurCvS, and received part of their returns in Persian 
raw filk, are now prevented by the many revolutions and fatalities which 
have happened in Persia fince the commencement of this traile. O- 
ther accidents alfo have intervened to obftrudl the defign as at firfl 
propofed, his majefty not having any miniftcr at the court of Persia, 
“ to protedl our fadlors, his majefty’s fubjedls, and our effedls in that 
“ country, which gives the Russians and Armenians very great advan- 
tage over us your petitioners. 

“ And as the Russians and Armenians do bring large quantities of 
“ PERSIAN raw lilk yearly into Russia, which cannot be purchafed by 
“ your petitioners to be fent into great Britain, the prefent ad re- 
“ ihaining all imports of Persian commodities but fuch as are in re- 
turn of goods adually fold in Persia j the raw iilk in queftion is there* 
“ fore carried to Holland by the Armenians, and woollen goods taken 
“ of the united provinces in return. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, that in order not to lofe fo 
** valuable a branch of trade, as that of importing raw filk, a commo- 
** dity at this time fb much wanted, that a claufe may be annexed to the 
bill now depending, relating to the importation of china raw filk, 
to permit your petitioners to import Persian raw filk from Russia, 
fubjed to the fame i«ftridions as they have done from Persia by the 
“ way of RUSSIA. 

. .. ** And your petitioners, &c.” 
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In confequence of this application the following feparate a<Sl f was ob- 
tained, from which fome happy eftedts may be felt as foon as thq Per- 
sians aie in any capacity to fend a fupply of filk into Russia : and this 
will probably be the cafe whenever Persia Jfhall be reftored to a Rate of 
tranquility, 

“ An adl for permitting raw filk of the growth of Persia, purchafed in 
“ RUSSIA, to be imported into this kingdom from any port or place 
** belonging to Russia. 

“ \ 7 tT HER E AS by an act made in the fourteenth year of his prefent majef- 
** VV ty’s reign (intituled, an aCt for opening a trade to and from Persia 
“ through RUSSIA) it is (amongft; other things) enaifled, that from and after the 
“ 24th day of June 1741, it (hall and may be lawful to and for any perfon or 
** perfons, free, or to be free, of the fellowfhip of English merchants for dilcovery 
** of new trades, commonly called the Russia company, exclufive of all others, to 
** bring and import into this kingdom, in British built fhipping, navigated ac- 
** cording to law, from any port or place of or belonging to the czar or emperor 
“ of RUSSIA, raw filk, or any other goods or commodities of the growth, pro- 
** duce Of manufafture of Persia (provided fuch manufaclure be made of the 
** growth or prodvice of Persia) being purchafed by barter with W'Oollcn, or o- 
ther manufadlures, goods or commodities, exported from great bri iain to 
** RUSSIA, and from thence carried into Persia (gold and filver in coin or bullion 
excepted) or with the produce arifing from the fales of fuch manufa£iures, 
“goods, or commodities, fo exported to Russia, and carried into Persia, as 
“ aforefaid, and not othcrwilc: and it is by the fiiid aid: alfo further enaiSled, that 
“ no filk, or other produce, commodities, or manufactures of Persia, fliall be 
“ imported into great Britain through Russia, by virtue of the faid aft, un- 
“ lefs the importer or importers thereof do take an oath, or (being of ‘the people 
called QUAKERS) a folemn affirmation, before the collcftor, cuftomer, or comp- 
“ troller of his majefty’s cuftoms (who are by the faid aft impowered to adminifler 
“ the fame) at the port or place of importation, that,* to the bed of his or their 
“ knowledge and belief, the filk, and ocher the produce, commodities, or manu- 
** faftures of PERSIA, contained in his or their entry or entries, was or were feally 
“ and truly purchafed by barter with woollen, or other manufafturcs, goods, or 
“ coirtttiodities, exported from great Britain to Russia, and from tbence car- 

^ In 1 750, 23d year of his majefly’? reign. 
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ricd into Persia (not being gold or^filver in coin or bullion) or with the produce 
“ arifing from the fales of fuch woollen, or other tnanufaftures, goods, or com- 
** moditics, fo exported as afbrcfaid, and not otherwife-, and that in default of tak- 
** ing fuch oath or aflirmation, all fuch filk, or ocher the produce, commodities, 

“ or cnanufa^lures of Persia, fo imported from Russia, fhal) be liable to be feiz- 
“ ed and forfeited, in like maiiiicr, as if the fame, had been imported contrary to 
“ the act made in the twelfth year of the reign, of king chari.es the iecond, inti- 
“ ruled, an act for encouraging and encreafmg of fliipping and navigation : and 
“ whereas, foon after the commencement of the faid a«^t: made in the fourteenth 
** year of his prefent majefty’s reign, a very beneficial trade between great dri- 
“ TAIN and PERSIA, through atrssiA, was opened, by means whereof great quan- 
“ ticks of raw filk, and other the goods and commodities, of the growth, pro- 
“ duce, or manufaflure of Persia, were imported into this kingdom, in return 
“ for the woollen and other manufuSlures, goods, and commodities of great 
“ BRi i'AiN, upon much eafier and more advantageous terms than fuch filk, and 
other goods and commodities of the growth, produce, or manufafture of per- 
“ SI A could have been otherwife procured: but whereas the faid trade between 
“ GREAT RRiTAfN and PERSIA, througli RUSSIA, hath been, for Ibme time paff, 
“ interrupted, the fubje< 5 ls of great Britain not having been of late permitted 
“ to tnuifport BRITISH manufactures, goods, and commodities into Persia, 
“ through the dominions or territories of or belonging to the empire of Russia, 
“ in confcquence whereof the importation of raw filk, and other commodities of 
“ the growth, produce, or manufafture of Persia, from Russia, hath been dif- 
** continued : and wiiereas it would be of groat advantage to the trade of tills 
kingdom in general, as well as contribute to the incrcafe and improvement of 
the filk manufadlurcs in particular, if raw filk of the growth or produce of 
PERSIA, purchafed in Russia, were permitted to be imported from any of the 
countries, dominions, or territories of the empire of Russia, in return for 
** woollen and other manufaftures exported from great Britain to Russia, al- 
** though the fame be not carried from thence into Persia j may it therefore ideak 
“ yolir majefty that it may be enacled, and be it enacted by the king’s mod ex- 
** cellent majefty, by and,with the advice and confent of the lords i'piritual and 
** temporal, and commons, in this prclcnt parliament .iflembled, anubythcau- 
thorky of the fame, that from and after the 24th day of December 1750, it 
“ Ihall and may be lawful to and for any perfon or perfons, free or tt.i be fret*, of 
** the faid fellowfhip of en«i.ish merchants for difeovery ol new trades, common- 
■** ly. called, the Russia company, exclufiveof all others, to bring anti inqxirt in- 
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“ ro this kingdom, in jikjtish built Slipping, navigated according to law, from 
“ any port or place within the countries, territories, or dominions of or belohg- 
“ ing to the empire of Russia, raw hlk of the growth or produce of Persia, 
‘‘ which Ihall tx? purchafed by barter with woollen or other manufaftures, goods, 
“ or commodities exported from ore at Britain to Russia, although the fame 
“ be not carried from thence into Persia, (gold and filver in coin or bullion ex- 
“ cepted) or with the produce arifing from the fale of fuch manufaAures, goods, 
“ or commodities, exported from great Britain to Russia as aforefaid, and not 
“ otherwife, upon paying, or fecuring to be paid, the cuftoms and other duties 
“ now payable for the fame, by any law now in force, according to fuch rules, 
“ methods, and direclions, and in the fame manner and form, and with fuch al- 
lowances, abatements, difeounts, and drawbacks, and under fuch penalties, 
“ forfeitures, and difabilities, as arc by law preferibeJ and praCtifed, on the im- 
“ portation of rav/ filk of the growth or produce of Persia, imported into this 
“ kingdom from any port or place in the levant Teas, by any perfon or perfons 
“ free of the levant or tukkev' company j any thing in the faid adt made in the 
“ fourteenth year of his prefent majelby’s reign, or in the faid adl made in tlie 
“ twelfth year of the reign of king Charles the fecond, intituled, an aft for en- 
“ couraging and increaling of Ihipping and navigation, to the contrary notwith - 
“ Handing. 

“ Provided always, and be it further enafted, that no fiik, of the growth or 
“ produce of Persia, (hali be imported into great Britain, from any of the 
“ countries, dominions, or territories of or belonging to the empire of Russia, 
“ by virtue of this aft, unlefs the importer or importers thereof do make oath, 
“ before the coUeftor, cuftomcr, or comptroller of his majefty’s cuHoms, (who are 
** hereby impowered and required to adminifter fuch oath) at the port or place of 
“ importation, that to the befl of "his or their knowledge and belief, the filk con- 
“ tained in his or their entry or entries was really and truly purchafed by barter 
“ with woollen or other manufaftures, goods, or commodities, exported from 
GREAT BRITAIN to RUSSIA, (not being gold or filver in coin or bullion) or with 
“ the produce arifing from the fale of fuch woollen, or other manufaftures, goods, 
or commodities, fo exported as aforefud, and not otherwife; and in default of 
“ making fuch oath, all fuch filk fo imported from any of the countries, domi- 
“ nions, or terntork-s of or belonging to the empire of Russia, lhall be liable to 
be feized and forfeited, in like manner as if the fame had been imported con^ 
■ ' trary to the faid aft, made in the twelfth year of *the reign of king chaklks 
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“ the fecond, intituled, an ail for encouraging and increafing of Ihipping and 
“ navigation. 

“ Provided alfo, that nothing herein contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to 
“ extend, to deprive the corporation of the united company of merchants of 
^ ENGLAND trading to the east ikoies, of any of the powers, privileges, fran- 
“ chifes, and benefits which do or {hall belong to them, or which they could or 
“ might have had and enjoyed in any manner whatfoever, if this a£l had not been 
“ made ; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithftanding. 

“ And be it further ena< 5 led, that this a6l flial! be deemed a publicic ail, and 
“ lhall be judicially taken notice of as fuch by all judges, juftices, and other 
“ perfons whatfoever, without fpecially pleading the fame.’* 

I prefume it is meant by this a<ft to reftrain all purchafes of filk in Rus- 
sia to the produce of Persia only, for the words of tlic add allow no 
more: but iilk of the growth of Greece is fometimes brought through 
V AEAcm A into the Ukraine, and from thence tranfported to St. peters- 
R c R G, but the quality does not anfwcr. It may be neceffary to ’obferve 
ttiat this add has been explained to mean hlk purchafed with the produce 
of BRirisn manufaddurcs at large; for in barter, or with the identical 
money received for fuch goods, it is hardly pofhblc. TJiis adl will very 
much favour the ARMENIAN.S, for belidcs the encouragement they had 
to bring Iilk from. Persia into Russia, either to tranfport into xioeland 
for their own account, or to fell it in Russia ; they may now difpofe of 
it alfo in England, and by being naturalized, may alfo import fuch filk 
into this kingdom for their own account, as one of them has already done. 
The advantages this bill is calculated to produce arc many, for whoever 
receives the profit of the firfd fale, the more there is brought to market 
the cheaper it mud be to us. 

The benefits of the filk manufadlory muft ever appear confiderable 
even upon the mold fuperficial view, when it is confidered that a pound 
of i6 ounces of the plainell manufadlxired filk is commonly worth 35 
or 40 /hillings, and that rich filks increafe in proportion to the greater 
ftbour Which is befl:owt?ti, on them. The great pound of 24 ounces, 
coding 21 diillings j the fmall pound is 14 fibillings : let us now fee what 
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profit ariles from it, and how much it increafes in value, as it pafles through 
the hands of the feveral workmen; and here the charge only of throw- 
ing the finall pound is 5 s, dying, grain colours included, on a Vnedium 
is 2 s, and winding, weaving, &c. 10 s. fo that allowing i s. for the dy- 
ing materials, the nation gains 1 6 s, at leaft on every pound of lilk manu- 
failured here and exported abroad, and in fome articles much more. 
To Inftance only in one particular, a pair ot filk gauze ftockings weighs 
about 2 s ounces of filk, which c- .'npnted as above, is 2 s. 2d. and 20 
per cent, breakage, and other coni .gencies on the filk is lefs than 3 s. 
and yet the /lockings felt for 9, ic . or 12 s. Thus this beneficial branch 
of commerce gives a fubtiilance to the induftrious artificer, and enriches 
the nation. 

Labour is the parent of wealth, an d the nurfe of happinefs: not oidy our 
riches, but our fafety, our liberty, and all our domeilic joys are founded 
on this bafis ; ic gives flrength and vigour to the individual, and renders 
the /late firm, pa>/perous and /louri/hing. The moft necelTary produdli- 
ons of the earth are not fpontaneous; our very mines of lead, tin and 
coal, demand the a/fi/lance of the laborious hand. Happy were it for us 
if wc had more of the diligent and laborious, and fewer of the idle, ef- 
pecially in the lower clafs, who are ftill greater prodigies in nature than 
thofe, who becaufe they are born to the enjoyment of wealth, givethem- 
felves up to a /late of indolence and dull inactivity. If a life /pent in 
generous and beneficent addions is the glory and hi>nour of human nature, 
the community of which we arc a part, certainly ought to partake of that 
gencrofity and beneficence. Where is the boa/led fuperiority of a large 
fortune if this great end is negledled? and how can this end be fo effec- 
tually anfwcred, as by employing the poor ? This may fometimes be diffi- 
cult in regard to things of real ufe, but fuch as are calculated merely for 
employment can never be wanting: thus no ondobjedl will be di/lre/led, 
nor human nature di/graced by the pernicious confequences of idlenefs. 

Before I finifh this account of the Caspian commerce, I muft 
stay tribute to the naemory of him who was a chief in/frument in giving 
it a birch, and confequently afforded, during the courfe ©f fourteen years, 
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an occafibn of thofe various fcenes v^^ich the judicious reader may figure 
to himfelf, even beyond thofe which thefe papers reprefent. In the 
courfe of this narrative I take it for granted that I have given fevcral indi- 
cations of the common weaknefs of mankind, I mean a refentment of 
injuries: elton had many faults, but we ought to remember, that as no 
charailer is without vice, there is none without a mixture of virtue alfbj 
that this virtue might often be called forth to a<5lion, and eradicate its 
mixture of evil qualities, if inftead of corroding we endeavoured to heal 
the wounds in our neighbour’s g;ood name. Human virtue fiands on 
a tottering foundation, and fubjoit to be blown down by every guft of 
paffioitj and it is an clhiblilhcd maxim that thofe are in moft danger of 
falling, who triumph moft in their ftrength. When we come to fum up 
the amount of all the various contefts among men, we muft allow this to 
an admonition of the founded philofophy and mod divine religion j “ Re- 
“ member thy end, and let enmity cealc.” To court that which is un- 
grateful to us, or to fly from what we love, are hard leflbns j but in many 
cafes they are edential to our happinefs: and this we are fure of, that 
the forgivenejs of injuries is tiie condition of divine mercy. 

The delire of a good name after death is a great incentive to virtuous 
aflions, and the fear of infamy mud neceflarily be a relb’aint upon us 
in our commerce with the world. As the dead cannot vindicate their 
own caufe, men of fentiments will therefore be .tender of exhibiting the 
dark lidc of the charadter of thofe periuns who arc now no morej yet, 
for the rcafon I have jud given, 1 think tliere Is more humanity than 
found rcafon in the maxim, “ that v/e ihould never fpcak ill of the dead.” 

Mr. ELTON is dead, and I liope his fufferings will atone for the errors 
of his life. The curious reader will now be inquilitive if in a country rent 
with civil wars, where the fon is tearing out the entrails of his father, a 
man of elton’s enterprizing genius could make his exit in a natural W'ay ? 
After the dedrudtion of nadi.r, and Ins fucceffors adil shah, ibrahim 
is|,yRZA, and other pretpnders to the diadem, elton dill fupported him- 
fdf. The PE RSIANS at length having no king whom the people thought 
proper to obey, the elders of cshiEan took the people under their care, 
in form of an aridocracy : it fell to the lot of hahdgee seffie, the 
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fame man who was nadir’s agent in Russia for commercial afKiirs, and 
irAHDGEE GEMAL, to be rilling lords. This province was notcpniider- 
able enough to fjpport itfelf long ; however they levied forces, and deter- 
mined to oppofe the invader mahommed hassan "" klhan. Mr. el- 
7'ON, who it is prefumed had a correfpondence with this khan, refufed 
fubmiffion to the two ciders, of whofe good-will towards him he had 
reafon to be diilruflful ; finding alfo that mahommed hassan was com- 
ing to his relief, he determined, after the example of charles XII. of 
SWEDEN, at BENDER, to garrifoii his houfe and Hand a fiege : he had in- 
deed a better fituation for defence, and a weaker enemy than the king, 
but not ftrength fufiicient to hold out long ; he therefore capitulated witli 
HAHDGEE GEMAL for the fafcty of his perfon and cftedls, but the hahd- 
GEE, like a genuine Persian, regardlefs of his word, feized elton’s 
effedls ; and to compleat the villany, condemned him to be hanged. 
They were leading him to execution when news arrived that saun beg, 
one of the chief captains of the elder’s army, was gone over with all the 
fiirces under him, to mahommed hassan k h an ; this brought every thing 
into confufion on the part of the elders, who were themfeives obliged 
to fly i but they carried elton along with them to fomin. It was 
thought that this change of affairs would create fome commiferatipn. in 
the breafi; of the elders, but they who had been fuch villains as to cOpimit 
a breacli of fxith in the capitulation, were now fired with refentment, 
which it is probable was increafed by thofe who dreaded elton’s genius 
and capacity; at kail ’tis certain he became a facrifice, and in April 1751 
was fliot to tleath. Both the hahdgees fell afterwards ii?to the hands 
of the conqueror mahommed hassan khan, who refemed elton’s 
death fo highly, as to threaten them with the fame fate. 

Thus fell tlie man whofe life had been a continued feene cf adven- 
tures, but in nothing fo important as the fliare he had m renewing, I 
might fay opening this trade, fo remarkable in all its parts,^ and attended 
with fuch a variety of incidents. 

* 'rhis is the fame name as that of the chief of the rebellion of astrabao in 1744; aM I believe 
is the fame perfen. 
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BRITISH TRADE AND FACTORY, ALSO 
OF THE RUSSIAN COURT AT St. 
PETERSBURG. 

CHAP. XXII. 

■Remarks on the profejjion of a merchant in general. A fuccinSi view of 
the BRITISH factory and trade of St. Petersburg, withrefeBionson 
the want of indufry. Of the coins ^ weights and meafures in rvssia. 

T hough it is common for mankind to look on the commercial 
intercourfe of the world, in no other light than as an employ- 
ment calculated for the fupport of life, or a means of amaffing 
wealth; yet if we extend our thoughts a little farther, and take in the 
numerous connedlions and dependencies arifing from that intercourfe, ei- 
ther at home or aba^oad, we may eafily dilcover that it deferves a high 
degree of refpedl, lince it tends to promote all the pleafures of humanity ; 
and probably from hence it was, that merchants were called the ho- 
nourable OF THE EARTH, whcH nations were much more ignorant of 
each other than they ar4 at prcfent. 

It is true every day’s experience proves how dangerous an objed: money 
is, becaufc we fee it fo often employed more as the inftrument of vice 
and immorality than bP virtue and true pleafurc j when inftead of hav- 
ing a rational efteem for it, as the means of good, we fulfer it to creep 
VoL. IL 
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into the heart and fpoil the morals. But without entering into the evils 
arifing from an inordinate love of money, the merchant whofe mind is 
ftrong enough to purfuc gain without indulging any anxious fears, and 
without forgetting the more cflential duties of life, is in a happy employ- 
ment, was it only for this reafon, that there are but few callings fo free 
and independent. Guilt indeed flicks very clofe to buying and fel- 

ling, as clofe as the nail which is driven between two ftones;*' fo it 
was thought by a very wife man about two thoufand years ago, and I 
am afraid the cafe is not altered for the better. I have heard that the 
GREEK dates of old were fenfible of this, and excluded merchants from 
all public employments upon a fuppolition that their profeffion was 
not confident with that dignity and inflexible integrity which they thought 
effential to the charadler of a magidrate. Perhaps the general corruption 
of manners in after-ages, might have at length determined thofe flates to 
admit of merchants in common witli men of other profeliions. Every 
condition of life is expofed to temptations peculiar to it, and I think it is 
more ealy for a merchant religloully to obftrve the laws of judicc, than 
for a foldier, whofe duty bids him fpiil anotlier man’s blood, to purfue 
without anger or revenge, and to kill without cruelty j or for a lawyer to 
forfake the glittering fee, and procure a difpatch of the caufc of his cli- 
ent at the hazard of his own fupport. 

It is a common obfervation that people arc to be known only by fo- 
cial intercourfe, and indeed it ought iu all reafon to be prcfiimed that 
this is the bed means of arriving to a real knowledge of charadbers, and 
of learning how far perfons may be mentioned* with honour, without 
deviating ifem truth: hut on the other hand it is perhaps one of the 
mo.fl difficult talks to be intirely impartial witli refpedl to thofe with 
w'hom we have fupported a good correfpondcncy for a courfe of years. 
Prejudic-is will naturally arife in the mind, and l*ome of thefe arc rather 
amiable than odious. Theie general remarks may ferve as a preface to the 
mention I am going to make concerning feme of my particular friends. 
The BRITISH factors in St. teteksburg are generally well edeemed by 
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the natives of Russia, and acquire fortunes which l/;}me of them of late 
years have Vice n wife enough to preferve. They iiiraUit the beil houles 
oil the* banks of the neva, and are hc'pitablc, not to fay mai^nificent in 
their way of life, keeping pace with the luxury of men of fuperior for- 
tunes at homej but the reader wlio has not been abroad, muft obferve 
that the British iaclorics in general make a better hgurc than thofc of 
any other nation, which may be confidvrod as a fort of compenfation 
for the voluntary banifliment which tl)ey fuilcr from the beft of coun- 
tries in the world. This indeed may fonietimcs be a means of prolong- 
ing tliat baiiifhment, and of cit atlng a fondiiefs to a foreign country, in 
prejudice of the love vvhicii dicy ought to have for their ownj however 
this generous way of Vde gives them an influence and afcendcncy in the 
countries where they i ciidc, and helps to fupport the national interefl; and 
honour. 

The BRITISH faiflors in St. Petersburg, as maybe obferved in all 
fmall focieties, contribute much to each other’s urnufement, and are now 
become ffocr and virtuous, as well as more elegant in manners than in 
times pafv, when they were debauched and lo'.v in their pleafurcsj and 
tlrough calumny and detrailion Iceni to be tJie more peculiar growth of 
fuch focietlos, it docs not reign amongft them in any remarkable degree: 
the cl.tfhing of intcrefls, and the corruption of manners, which the pe- 
cuniary aflairs of the world generally create, is very apt to exclude the 
pleafuic's of friend fiiip, pleafures which cannot be bought with gold. I 
thank pi'ovidcnce it was my fortune in Russia to enjoy thefe alfo, in 
my much honoured friend Mr. george petep.s, one of the moll con- 
fiderablc facters in that city. • * 

1 fliall now make a few general remarks in regard to the commercial 
intereft of Russia. The productions of the earth, and foreign trade are 
acknowledged to be the great fources from whence the riches of every na- 
tion proceed: Russia has made great llridcs in the improvement of her 
commerce for ieveral years paft, enjoying fome advantages beyond any other 
nation : the number and greatnefs of her rivers open a communication alnioil: 
to eyery part of the globe, but particularly within her own extended domi- 
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niong. As to timbei*, hemp, and iron, which are the inftrumcntal caufes* 
of trade * no country in the world produces i greater quantity, whidh is 
a natural confequence of the cheapnefs of land and labour: the former 
of thefe GREAT BRITAIN cnjoys in her amRrican dominions, though 
not the latter j bat if we have occafion for the commodities of Russia, 
that empire has the great fource of her revenues in the trade which this 
illand carries on with her fubjecls. 

Hemp, which 20 years lince was hardly worth five rubles the BERqirE- 
viTz ^y of late years has been about twice that value; the increafe of 
liiver makes money every year lefs valuable : as they can afford this ar- 
ticle in St. PETERSBURG^at 6 or 7 rubles, they will certainly bring e- 
nough of it to market fo long as they can obtain 8 or 9- Iron is alfo 
a very improveable article; they have both wood, hands and oar in SI- 
BERIA fiifficient to make a quantity, which would depreciate the value 
of the SWEDISH iron, raife their rivalfliip and competition with the 
in this important article of the revenues of that nation, and at t);e fame 
time greatly augment thofe of the Russian empire. But by a certain fa- 
tality which prevails in cveiy country in feme inftance or other, the u ussian 
government for a courfe of years has preferred a profit of about 15,000 1. 
on 5000 tuns, to near twice that advantage which they might have had to 
all appearance, though the price fhouldhave been reduced, had the quan- 
tity been more than doubly augmented. The great ditheuky was, in whofe 
hands to lodge an increafe of power in that diflant country, Siberia. It is 
not 40 years fince the Russians began to open iron mines, and yet in the 
year 1750 they exported 20,000 J^uns: the ordinary annual export may 
now be called 12 or 15,000 tuns, which is fo much more in favour of 
the RUSSIANS, as the Swedish forges, for thefe few years paft, have not 
produced fo much by one third as formerly. 

«. 

The encouragement given to our American colonies In regard to iron, 
has produced fome good effefls,. the quantity of pig iron imported from 
thence being encreafed ; and as there is no want in that country of oar or 

* Or 6K {>er jfirft coA in St. phtirsburo. ^ The queftion is, whether with. regard to 

-^he b^llance of power in the north, the sw si) £& arc not poor enough in all oonCuence. 

wood 
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wood to work it up, it ought to be prefumed that we might make a 
confiderable progrefs towards equalling our European neighbours. In 
englaIid itis true the quantity made does not fall ihort of 10,000 tuns, 
which is a vaft objefl conlidering the fcarcity of wood. What a field 
for frefh employment would not this ifland open, if all the wafte lands 
were planted with whatever kind of wood might be moft welcome to the 
foil ; and if our rivers were in general made more navigable for the tranf- 
portation of fuch wood, would not this enlarge the feene of commerce, 
and afibrd advantages in almoil every fhape ? In America we want people' : 
there are then two countries, and a branch of commerce of great extent, 
with numerous appendages to employ the poor, to baniili idlcnefs the root 
of all evil, and to encrcafe the riches of the nation. By this means the 
heavy tax for the poor’s rates aifo might be alleviated; for of thofe who 
are fupported by charity, numbers cer:ainly are capable of work. We do 
not feem to want knowledge, but indufiry is not known to many thou- 
fands, as the ftreets and the gallows give daily proof. In cafes of this na- 
ture mercy is cruelty, for he who can work and will not, but lives on the 
indullry of others, is next to him who deprives the induftrious of the fruits 
of their labour by violence. If lefs indu^ence was lliown the poor, 
who upon examination are found capable of labour, and methods for • 
their employment at the fame time propofed to them, the evils we now 
fufFer muft gradually decrcafe. We. are liberal in fubferiptions of every 
kind of charity: fuppofing a fubfeription wms on foot for cultivating cer- 
tain lands, to be obtained by purchafe or grant under certain conditions, 
planting of others, making certain rivers navigable, and the like : fup- 
pofihg alfo men of great fortunes were to appropriate a certain lhare of 
their large revenues to fuch works within their own property, further em- 
ployment might be yet found in tliis ifland, fmall as it is, for a great num- 
ber of people. 

The ordinary computation of the Russian general export from St. 
PETERSBURG is three millions of which the British fubjedfs inRus- 

^ The fam^ complaint is made atjhome ; why then docs not the government difcountenance fhe u/e 

fpiritttous liquors, and give fomc encouragement to matrimony among the working poox ? 

^ In 1750, the exports were four millions of rubles^ or 880,000 1, value. 

SI A 
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siA take off two, confifting chiefly in hemp, flax, iron, hog’s brUUes, 
hare lldns, hempen and flaxen manufasSturcs, Russia leather, and o- 
ther articles. The ordinary imports of the Russians were two iriillions, 
conflfiing in indigo, cochineal, lead, pewter, tin, wrought lilks, gold 
and filver lace, toys, cotton and linnen manufactures, woollens and wines. 
The RUSSIANS receive the ballance in their favour in fiver and gold, of 
which part is a fum of about 500,000 fiver rixdollars, of the coin of 
the UNITED PROVINCES j thefc do not however oafs current in Russia, 
but the duties on goods mufl: be paid in them at a certain rate, accord- 
ing to weiglit. The confumption of the Russians is fo far increafed 
with their acquifltions by commerce, that they import now more than 
ufial, but the English have fill above a million ballance againft them. 

It feems to be a maxim eftabliflhed in all countries where commerce has 
made any progvefs, that the value of exports mufl: exceed that of the im- 
ports, for other wife the balLance muf necefarily be paid in money : a- 
gainf this the Russians have taken the precaution of making it death to 
export their coin ; nor is any plate or bullion exportable without exprefs 
permifllon. 1 have already obferved that in countries pofeflcd of filver 
or gold mines, money may be confidered as a commodity ; but even in 
thefe countries wc do not find fuch great wealth as where the only refource 
is in the indullry of numbers of working people, and in thofe productions 
of the earth, which being efl'ential to the fupport of mankind, are really 
more intiinfically worth than filver, gold, or precious fioncs. 

When a people are defirous of foreign productions, and elpecially ar- 
ticles of luxury, if they do not exert themfeivcs to pay for fuch com- 
modities by their labour, and the produce of their own lauds, they mufl; 
be impoverifhed, and in danger of ruin. The augmentation of the re- 
venues of RUSSIA, wdiich I lliall have occafion to mention, ought to be 
imputed in a great mcafure to the increafe of lier trade for fome years 
paft} and the increale of her national wealth to the great annual ballance 
in her favour, of one million of rubles \ Under arbitrary governments 
there wjants nothing but the confent of the fovsreign to eftablifli a fump- 


* 220 , 000 1 . 
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tuary iawj and even in limited monarchies, the example of a king can 
work furprifing things ; in countries where people begin to (how a great 
paiHon For a vain and luxurious life, the more early fuch a law takes 
place, the more eafy they will find the reftraint. 

The interior trade of Russia is certainly very much augmented, and 
the commerce they carry on with.the tartars and other frontier na- 
tions, is a confiderable objed"; as Russia fometimes receives a large 
quantity of foreign filver and gold from thofe nations, in exchange ei- 
tlier for her own or foreign produftions. I will not undertake from 
an impulfe of my good wiflics, to determine what articles Russia lliould 
be cautious of importing; but thofe of the produce of great Britain 
are either effentially necellary to her, or fuch as llic can never fuffer 
by: I fpcak not of the major part of them, for I think not one article, 
EVEN OUR ALE, but tcnds to the good of the Russians; not to men- 
tion -the great advantages to Russia of the riga and narva trade 
with GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. As our RUSSIAN trade is well 
condndted, I (liall pafs it over, obferving only that in' whatever light it is 
confidered, it ought to be a means of eftablilhing a perpetual Iriendlhip 
between this nation and the Russian empire, I ihall now conclude this 
chapter with a fuccindt account of the Russian coins, weights, and- 
mcarures. 

It is remarkable that when the Russian trade began to fiourini, and 
for fome time after, their ruble, wiiich was intrinlicaily worth no more 
than 39 current ftivers of Holland, was cflimated on exchange at 70 
current ftivers, and the price of their commodities regulated accordingly 
in the merchants calculation of them: at length it was reduced to 50, 
and from 45 to 50 it has ftood for many years. The Russian ruble 
has too confiderable an aljoy to encourage the exportation, but it is not fo 
bafe as to induce any piratical traders to bring falfc coin into the country: 

fpcak of the filver money. But by an error in politics in a late 
reign, the want of money induced the government to make a copper 
coin of 5 bopeeks Value, ^hich was not intrinfically worth 2j the confe- 
quence of which was, that fome millions of this coin was run in upon 

them 
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them particnlarly by the JEWS of POLAND! fo that at length. In the 
-v-ear 1744. 45 and 46, the government wifely reduced the value each 
Tear a and it now ftands at a copeeks. They keep accounts m 

Lies and copeeks, too copeeks to a ruble % and then old way of reck- 
Lg yet in L greateft ufe, as it is in fome parts of "GERMANv, is w«h 
beads on wires, which they work without pen and ink. 

The ruble, which is the principal coin, is alfo divided into halves, 
quarters, and tenths, which laft they call greevens: they had formerly 
fiL coLk places, but thefe were too intrinfically pod td continue long 
in the ciunL and were at lengtli called in. They toe a gold com of a 
rubles value, but not in abundances alfo ducats of the prefent empress s 
L which vary in price, but are never under a ■ rubl«. In copper tbj 
have, bebdes the ^ copecks already menooned, denilhkas, or half a 
peek, and poluftikas, or quarters. 

their dry measure is 

i Wocemlk — — — I chetweritplof anENGLlSH ^ck. 
gChetwerits — — — 1 chetworth ordmarily, computed = to 
23 to 24 pecks, or 6 buftiels English. 


*8 Krufliquas 
1-^ Wedros 
2 Stakans 
6 Anchors 


liquid measure. 

___ j \vedro~~13 KNGLisH quarts. 

— I ftakan 

I anchor. 

— 1 hogflicad. 


WEIGHTS. 

^ ___ — 2 dwts. 17 grains i English. 

_ I lote. 

— I pound. 


1 Zalotnick — 

3 Dittos — 

32 Lotes 

ve Which I bate alreatJy mendoned to be wwth about 4.8. 3 * * Stakan m the common ufe 

ii-f the woi4 fignifics a 40 Pounds 
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.40 , Pounds * — ; i pood, 36 lbs. ditto, 

lo Poods «— » -r- I berquewitz. 

63 Pdpds — -r- •— — 1 tun ditto. * 

But the enjGlish hundred generally a)tnes net to 1234 Russian 
pounds. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

beads of fiveral remarkable events in Russia. AJhort account of the 
city and court of St. Petersburg in general^ alfo of Jbme of the great 
perfonages who compofe it. Modern tajie of building in Russi a, 

N othing is more common than to be ignorant of that which 
wc have had a good opportunity of learning, but particularly in 
the inftance of an accurate inquiry into things relating to a place which, 
a man confiders as his home. I was five years in Russia, and yet except 
in mercantile affairs, which I do not think neceflary to mention further, 
l am not qualified to relate half fo much as I have faid of Persia, nor 
did it fall fo much into my tafie. When we are confined to a fpot, cu- 
riofity naturally flags j or if we are undiftinguiflred in the croud, there is 
fcldom that ambition which impels our defircs after knowledge; befides 
the pleafures and bufinefs of life engrofled fuch a fliarc of my time, as 
admitted not any deep inquiries, and as I was not on a journey, I kept 
no journal. 

With regard to Russia at large, the fevcral modern Iiiilories and ac- 
counts of it would alfo render my labour of little ufe. The mofl: remark- 
able events which happened there, from the time of my arrival till i left 
it, was the peace with Sweden j the marriage of the great dukej the de- 
feat of french intrigue’s^ the alliance with great Britain, the em- 
prefs of GERMANY, and the ftatcs of the united provinces j the march 
of the RUSSIAN forces to the afliftance of the allies j and laftly, the c nvn- 
fal of covmt eestock j af which events 1 lliould hot chufe to give ie- 
fecret hiftory, if I knew more than what the gazettes relate. The cuiut 
VoL. II. R of 
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of St. pERERSBURG has loiig cnjoycd the reputatiort of being one of the 
moft brilliant in Europe, but I cannot fay whether it be now exa^ly true. 
In the reign of the late emprefs ann, the countenance which foreigners 
received, added much to the fplendid appearance of the court, and no 
doubt fomething to the politenefs of it. Rich deaths are ftill the padion 
of the RUSSIANS, and though fumptuary laws have been often talked of, 
and faid to be cflential to the good of the Hate, and have even been 
at certain times carried into execution j yet fome incident or other ftiU 
made a pompous appearance necelTary, or agreeable to the fovereign. 

There arc fome courts in Europe which feem to adopt this as a prin- 
ciple, that the more money courtiers fpend, the lefe will be their riches, 
and confcquently the greater their dependance®. In England we 
think the richer the fubjeds, the more able, and confcquently it may 
be prefumed, the more willing they are to ferve the Rate. Of all 
the pompous ihows in Russia, the appea’-ance made upon the great 
duke's marriage, in cloaths and equipage, was the rnoft magnificent, and 
anfwered the highell: idea that can well be formed of the Iplendor of any 
court A man may travel over the world during a long life, without 
feeing any thing comparable to it: it was in general very grand, and ele- 
gantly conduced, but part of it was demonftrative of a very w^himfical 
turn in one of the grandees, monfieur nariskin, whom I have menti- 
oned as minifter at the British court in 1743, and now under-marfhal 
to the empress i he had a coach in a grotefque taRe, the back and front as 
well as the fides of which were of looking-glafs. But it is not in external 
cmbelHfhments only for vvliich the Russians begin to diRinguifh them- 
felves : two poets have lately Rarted up as it were from a Rate of dark- 
nefs, and wrote tragedies according to the modern dramatic rules : they 
have alfo tranflated lord anson’s voyage, telemachus, and feveral o- 
ther books into the Russian language, and bi^ fair to fiiine as bright as 
ib northern a hemifphere can be yet fuppofed to admit. 

» See remark in vol. I. p. 254, For a particular deicription of thi» ceremony, I refer the 

reader to tlnjieriodicat memoha of thofe tunei. * 

' ■ '■ -With 
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With regard to the great perrooages in kussia, die einpreili eijxa* 
BETH GREAT, bjT his empret's 

cATH'teRiNE, w# hOni 1709, and began her 

reign die 6th peccmber 1741, being reftorcd to the throne on which 
her father fat, by a reyolitdon in tnany inftances amazing, and of which 
the hiRoriana of preferred, the m^niory Hiis is 

one of: the moR acedmpi of her ranh> perion iefs 

ainiable i M the charms of youth, has rendered her 

corpulent, but Ihe is yet very adfive, dances, hunts, and rides on hoite- 
back : on certain days die appears in men's eloaths, particularly on the 
day of her acceinon to the throne, when i he treats her life-company of 
grenadiers at fupper in tlie grand filooti of the pakice, and fits at table 
with her officersj in regimentals as their cploneb in wdiich flie makes an 
'.tgieeabic figure. This company, for ftature, eortieKnefs, and the ele- 
f,iU)ce of their dre% is hardly exceeded by any 'tipp|>s in Europe, The 
j Mr HESS is in ever)'' inilancc gracious to an esfp*emer the. great tenderneE 
of her heart, or feme otlier caufc, has even forbid the execution of ma- 
lefactors of whatever denominatipn, fo that it is laid tliere have been in 
diiTercnt parts of the empire near 30,000 criminals in prilbn at one and 
tlie fame time; but this, among many good a^Iions, is a fpecies of mercy 
’i^iiich neither her fubjeCits nor foreigners pretend to underfland. 

Clofe to the adminiUy, where 11 lips of war are built, is a magnificent 
palace, fituated near the center of the city on the fonth bank of the Ne- 
va; and in the caftern part is the fummer palace and gardc.fi, abounding 
in choice fltatues and delicious walks ; yet iKing a dead fiat, it cant produce 
Init Httle yaficty. The theritrc which was a very ; large edifice of wood, was 
lately bnrht ddwn, and another frnaller near the fummer palaec is built : 
here IT AEjAiS! operas and FRtNcn comedies are a« 5 ted at the cxpencc of 
the empR^s^, into foreigiK^^^ make any appearance, afe ad- 

mitt^r ? the PppfRs were .revhed and fometimes eorhpored by figniPr rs o- 
NECHi, the iaujreat, .a man whole politenefs and goodnefs. of heart 
render him ^ty- amiable^,\ and./lP I am. much pbligcd ' ; malque- 

* He is now a coiinfenor of Rate in t i-o rence. 

R 2 radcs. 
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for '^He^'^eat' dutcheJivof 

it is worji by fe vend great ladies in oERMANHr'ATho 5 his 
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was -mafried to ANNNR^’PEi'ROWNA, \the ; elded: ■fiilec/of. the prereht cm- 
Mxfs of RnssiAi the great duke was ^the '2,2d of Pcbrim'y- T728, 
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marriage has not yet produced thofe happy effeds which were ■ naturally 
expedted from it. Uis imp^ijd highnefs is reputed a young man of Ipi-, 
rit and^dvaclty, with a i^e for polite ftudy, and endowed with fweet 
accomplilhments. * 

The ftature and gentle deportment of the great dutchefs increafe the 
charms of her perfon, in which nature has been liberal, and nothing ren* 
ders the chara(fter of the duke and" his dutchefs more lovely than the har- 
mony and mutual affedion which fubfifts between them. 

♦ 

The next fubjedl in dignity is the count rozamowskv, the grand ve- 
neur, who enjoys all the fwcets without the fatigues of grandeur or the 
odium often annexed to the mod important offices in a date. The be- 
haviour of this nobleman has rendered him acceptable to mod: kinds of 
people. His brother the young Count grigorii kirilitz koza- 
MowsKi, who was prefident of the royal academy, is now hetman of 
llie COSSACKS in the Ukraine, of which both himfclf and the grand 
veneur are natives. This is a kind of viccrroyalty, and is incomparably 
the mod; lucrative of any employment in the empire: it is not however 
always the mod fccurc, cfpecially when the affidance of thofe troops is 
required in cafe of war. 

Among the ladies of the court there are none fo diftinguidieJ as an- 
na carolowna the countefs of voronzopf, who travelled with her 
hulband the count, a few years fiiice, to fevcral courts, as Paris, 
napces, ROME, VIENNA and BEiiEiN, whcic her polite carriage and 
accomplidiments, as well as her perfonal beauty wci-e very much admired. 
Women in general are not fo aniiable in russi.a as in many other coun- 
tries: indeed they daub themfclvcs fo much with artificial charms, as 
to conceal thofe graces which it may be prefumed nature has beftowed 
on them, though they ate rendered invifiblc. In general they profefsthat 
if nature gives tliem fufficient plumpnefs, they can procure beauty 
themfelves: and to this purp^fe y/e may obferve from the very idiom 
of their Jangiiage, that AiMA oe vit z Av which literally fign ifies a 
red virgin, is the term for a pretty girl. Although ii has been obferved, 

' ' that 
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that very cold climates produce the fame difpoliiion to amour as veiy hot 
ones, yet this does hot appear to be intirely the cafe in Russia, Chaility as a 
virtue, is not indeed more in repute in this country than in the fouthern 
parts, of EUROPEi but it feeras as if the fame caufes in nature, which 
reftrain them from a fierce refentment of the illegal commerce of the fex- 
es, check, in fome meafure, their eager defirc of fuch gratifications. As 
the RUSSIANS are not fo refined in their manners, as to have a very 
delicate fenfe of honour; fo we find that the chaftifement of female 
infidelity is feldom carried beyond a beating, vvhilft the adulterer gene- 
rally may compromife for his offence by a pecuniary muldt. Among 
the common people, the ecclefiaftical laws oblige a man to marry a wo- 
man whom he has debauched. The Common- place notion which pre- 
vails among the libertine part of mankind, “ that women in all countries 

are the fame upon a comparifon of different people, feems jut! as 
abfurd as if vve were to fay, that men of all nations are the fame. Per- 
haps upon enquiry it may be found, that there are more women of prin- 
ciples in Ibme countries, than there are men of principles in others. 

The RUSSIANS are for the moft part of a middle ftature, though ma- 
ny of them are tall and comely. The common people incline to their 
antient cuftoms; and though the majory fubmit to modern improvements, 
many chufe to fitffer great inconveniencies and additional taxes rather 
than forfoke their beards, and fome idle diftindtions with regard to religion. 

The great chancellor count best u chef f, in conjunilion with the vice 
chancellor count voronzoff, have the charge of the foreign affairs, and 
are both efieemed men of great worth and probity : the college of fo- 
reign affairs is under their infpeftion, and thefe with the fenate, which 
is compofed of twelve fenators, are the chief managers in the govern- 
ment of this vaft empire; the colleges of war, commerce, mines, See. 
being fubordinate. 

1 The contemptuous opinion in whicli mahomm£dan$ bold women, has induced them to adopt 
this notion. See vol. 1 . p. 268. But among chaistians thofe who ferioufly advance this doSrine 
may alfo maintain that “ priefts of, all religions are the fame j” “and the next ilep is, that virtue and 
vice are the faihe. 


Eccle- 
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Eedefiaftical afKurs are governed by the fynod, which has now more 
authority and weight than in, fome former reigns: the empress, whofc 
power Is abfolutc, having given great denaonftiatiom of her dilpolition to 
devotion. The creek faith is known to be the eftablifhed religion in 
this country, which differs from the romish in many effentials, fuch as 
denying the authority of the pope, permitting priefts to marry "’j giving 
the facrament in both kinds, and believing in confubftantiation : they ufe 
images, and pay divine honours to the virgin mary and to faints j ben 
the majority of the courtiers, and men of education, here as in moft o- 
ther places, have certain religious tenets of their own, and feem to think 
for themfeives. 

St. PETERSBURG, which was founded by peter the great in the 
beginning of tliis century, may at prelent be conlidered as the modern 
and polite metropolis, and the chief rclidenee of the Russian empire; 
and though lb lately a morafs, it is now an elegant and fuperb city, 
very healthful, and abounding in all the neceflaric.s, and many of the 
ploafures of life. It was fomierly built of wood, but now the ufe of 
this material is permitted only in the Tuburbs, 

This city is ranged on both fides of the Neva, extending from eaft to 
wed near two English miles ; at the upper end of the north fide is the 
citadel, which is more famous for the number of lives it coll in buildino- 
than for eitlver its llrength or great importance, tlnaugh it lias fcveral 
ufes. It contains a ftately church, in which tlie rcniaiiis of its founder 
PETER the GREAT, and liis emprefs catherinf, are depofited. It 
alfo ferves to beautify the town, and as a prifon for offenders againd the 
date. This city has neither gates nor walls, but the mardiy land near it, 
both in iNGRiA to the fouth, and Finland and carelia to the north, 
and the gulph of fjnla'ND to the cad, render tiie accefs to it extremely 
diihcult for an army. It is divided by fcveral canals, peter the great 
intending to take Amsterdam as his model in building it; but from 
the reludlijnce with which it was originally begun by his fubjeils, wiio 

** But they are permitted Co marry but once, fo that the wives of priefts are generally wcil treated. 
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svere compelled to build, and likewile from errors in the plan, fomc 
part of the city remains intireiy unexecuted, and in others the houfee 
arc too near the canals. This does not hinder, but there are fomb regu- 
lar, broad, and well built ftreets, and feveral very noble ftrudures, par- 
ticularly the great chancellor’s, the vice chancellor’s, the marflial shepe- 
loff's, the fenator shevalloff’s, count cher emoteff’s, count gai - 
-T.o win’s, and fome others of lefs note. 

The encouragement which the empress has given to building, for 
which file feems to have a pafllon, contributes to the beauty of the city. 
Befiides the two royal palaces already mentioned, this lady has built 
a noble palace, faid to be intended for the great duke, in cafe he had 
been fo happy as to have children. There is alfo a nunnery lately 
built; and about fifteen English miles diidant from the city at czar- 
SKO zELo, is a royal palace. Thefc edifices arc for the moft part of 
brick, and plaiiicred over fo as to make an elegant appearance ; but the 
-work is generally done in a hurry, and the materials not very durable. An 
jTALi an architedt having been fomc years fince eflabliihed in Russia, 
the tade of 1 taly is adopted in almoft all tlieir houfesj and though the 
feverity of the climate is fo great, they abound in windows much beyond 
our houfes in engl.and. As a further additional beauty to this city, the 
EMPRESS has caufed a large equeftrian ilatue of peter the great in 
•metal, to be made under the care of the ingenious ;ind much eflecmed 
count RosTREELi, intending to eredt it on a pcdcllal in the area before 
the palace, in pious memory of her father. 


C II A P. XXIV. 


A 'I'iiW of the revenues^ fiiunher cf inhabit aiitSy taxes^ military force and 
genim of the fldiay in Russia. A fuccincf account of the nature of the 
climate^ ofjo oj- the jionci .and hi nf, of drefs tifcd in that country. 

^ |~'HE revenues of the Russian empire, which were fprmerly of 
five millions only, are now encreafed to 15 millions of rubles". 


• Three bullions flerling^ 


and 
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and are yet improvable without diftrefllng the fubjedl, Thefe may be 
computed to arife from the pole tax of 75 copeeks a head, on 8,750,000 
male fubjedts. The boyar, or lord, receives of his boors about 120 
copeeks “ each head male, according to the goodnefs of the eftate: ibmc 
bring in yet more confiderably, and others cannot fupport theinfelves. 
The lord has alfo a certain number of them to work for him, but he pays 
the tax due to the crown on all his vaffals, and after a revihon is made, 
the fame tax continues whatever mortality may fucceed till a further revi- 
fion takes place. The Circassians who inhabit the Ukraine pay but 
* ruble a head. The cudoms in St. Petersburg, riga, narva and 
ARCHANGRT,, ptoducc abovc a million of rubles ; and the monopoly of 
fait, pot-alh, rhubarb, fpirituous liquors, with the produce of the go- 
vernment’s iron mines in Siberia, the china trade, and inland duties 
conditute the remainder. Tlxis dim of 3 millions derling, which wc 
have learnt in great Britain the art of fwallowing in three or four 
months campaign, anfvvera the exigencies of the Russian date, and 
makes them courted by their friends, and dreaded by their enemies: nor 
is it drange if one confiders that the pay of a major-general in Russia is 
not abovc 3,600 rubles a year'’,, a commandant or brigadier i,Sco, a 
colonel 800, a major 400, a captain 180, a lieutenant 120, and a com- 
mon foklier 6. They arc laid to have at lead 250,000 regulars, includ- 
ing garrifons of 70,00c j and fuppodng a tliird part of tliem cioathed an- 
nually, and giving them tlicir allowance of lair, croop.'’, and bread, their 
pay will liardly exceed 30 rubles a man, odicers included; and confe- 
quentiy this formidahlc force colls only 7,500,000 rubles’', which does not 
take up halt the national income. The colledlion of the revenues, udiich is 
d> vad an expcnc;e in England, is a very inconiiderable charge to the 
RUSSIAN government, their colleilors being modly paid by the nerquidtes 
.annexed 'to their emplpymcnts j from hence it is cafy to reconcile iiow 
indifpcnfably necedary preients arc in russIxV in tranfading bulincis with 
any of the public departments, though 1 mull otvn uiy opinion, that per- 
quidtes tend to the ruin of empires. 

° t 5" ruble, or j 5. I d. p fpecics of iricai. * 61, los. ' 

VoL. II. S . The 
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The number of fouls in St. Petersburg are generally computed at 
250,000, including the garrifon, which is numerousj but in reckoning 
Ac fubjeds throughout the whole empire, they lay it clown as*a rule, 
that the hundred and feventy fifth male raifes an army of near 50,000 
men, and confequently fuppofing an equal number of females, the 
whole may be reckoned 1 7,500,000 fouls: the tributary tartars, the 
RUSSIAN UKRAIN and the conquered provinces ", arc not included in this 
account; if we confidcr the vafi: extent of tliat empire, though many 
parrs are not inhabited, is is probable tiiis number is near the truth. As 
to tlic UivRAiN, I have been allured diat one ellate in that country" con- 
tained 1 6,000 acres of arable, and 9000 of pailurc land. 

Befides the ordinaiy computation of 250,000 regulars, the Russians 
can colled a body of 40,000, or more, of khalmuciks, cossacks, 
and other tartars. In the lafl; turmish war I liavc been aliured that 
RUSSIA had above 300,000 troops in p.ay; fo that with their own mo- 
ney at home, or in foreign pay wlicn abroad in foreign fcrvice % fo long 
as thefe people train up a number of good onicers, they mull have great 
weight in the political fcale in ruRopr, as well as in .vsiA. Thc'y 
bear the extremities of cold and heat, liungcr and thind ; and when 
well conduded to the charge, have generally lliewn great intrepidity. 
Being provoked by long refiilance, they are apt to be cj uel when con- 
querors, of which I have heard feverai llorics from thole who ferved in 
the laid Turkish war. 

With regard to the climate of Russia, it is cafv to conceive how e.x- 
tremely it dilrers, even in the feveral parts of it included in kurope, and 
ftill more in their Asiatic dominions. In St. Petersburg we find that 
Februaiy generally brings a bright fan and dear Iky, and the froft be- 
ing yet very lliarp, every objed leems to glitter vvijh gems; the nerves thus 
become braced bv the cold; and though the reflexion of the fun from the 
fnow is very ftrong, yet the eyes are fcldom hurt by it. Inhere is no 
fmall amufement in riding in fledges, to thofc who by the length of the 

* Tliiy word fignific.? fioatier. " Livonia, fesTOPrjA, «nc;ria, and part of Finland. 

Count GALLO WINS. * \VIiich happened ia ihc 1747- 

' winter 



Chap. XXin. AND MILITARY FORCE OF RUSSIA. 139 

winter have in fome meafure forgot the much fuperior pleafure which 
nature prefents when fhe is cloathed in green. 

March is often attended witli (hoxvers, and thefc with the heat of the 
fun penetrate the body of the. ice, whicJi is generally three quarters of a 
yard thick on the neva ■ ; being at length rotten, and appearing as a ho- 
ney-comb, about the end of that month it ordinarily breaks up, and its mo- 
tion feems to attract the north -caft v/ind, for the wind generally blows very 
cold from that quarter. Thcgulph of Finland at the entrance of cron- 
sTAD'i' is feldom free of ice before the end of April, fo that the moll 
early rtiips do not often arrive before the firil week in May. This month 
is frequently very Wvirm, the days being fo much lengthened ; thus na- 
ture fceiris to be reverfed, and fumnrer to precede tiise fpring, for it is 
.fometimes the liift of June before any confidcrable verdure appears. The 
nitre contained in the fnow invigorates the earth to that degree, and the 
intcnle jjcat of the fun brings on the verdure fo fall, that the eye can dif- 
cover its progrcls from day to day. Till the middle of July it feems to be 
one continued day, the fun not intircly diiappearing above. 2 hours in the 
24: but the delight wliich this feafon naturally aflbrds, is conliderably 
abated by the uncafinefs created by the heat j hoxvever a week fcIdom 
paiH:? but they a’c refi'cllicd bv fouthcrly and weflcrlv winds, which of- 
tci) bring gentle fiiowers, particularly from the fouth. I once experienced 
a delightful autumn till tiie end of September, but this Itappens very 
rarely; Augull gcncaliy ch-fes the fccne, fo tliat we can Itardly fay there 
are above three months of fummer. 


September, in the ortlin.'.rv computation, hring.s rain and froft. Ociiiuber 
increafes the feverity of both, and Novcjnber always clofesupthe neva. 
Then conxes on the feafon for the fpeedy and eafy conveyance on the 
fnow, which brings freih provllions to market a thoufand enolish miles 
by land, as thofc can witnefs who have often eat in St, Petersburg the 
beef of ARCHANGEL. In December and Januaiy the cold is often x'cry 

^ In iomc great riveJs to the north, eafl the ice is faici to b'’ 'nucls thicker. 
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intenfe, and the poor, who are fotnetimes overtaken by liquor, or ex- 
pofed in plains or other open places, particularly on the river between 
the city and crons tadt, not unfrequently periili with cold. ' 

Russia is by no means a proper country for thole who delight in ru- 
ral plcafures, or think a walk in a fine day one of the mofi: elevated joys 
the heart can receive. It is eafy however to refolve the difficulty 
fome make concerning the poffibility of living at all, or livino in any 
fenfe above a bare exiilence. The abundance of birch and elder \vith 
which the Russians are fupplied, and the commoilioufncfs of the Roves, 
enables them to introduce any degree of warmth into their houfes ; and 
where proper care is taken to burn the wood inti rely, to an afh before the 
heat is confined, it is far from being dilagreeable : but if the tube or 
ebimney by w'bicb tbe iinoke is carried out, is ilopt too foon, the air con- 
tained in the room becomes corrupted, and where no relief is given bv 
letting in fveih air, the effedi is as mortal as that of charcoal. 

The common people in this country arc cloathed with long coats made 
of dreR Ricep ikins, with the wool towards their bodies. 'I'licfe are ad- 
mirably adapted to the climate, and coR only two rubles'; they alCo ufe 
a coarfc clotli, in wliich they fwaddlc their legs and feet; this is fccured 
by a cord of reeds, tlieir fandals being alfo of the fiime material. Their 
caps are lined with fur, and cover the cars and neck as well as their 
heads : they wear i’alhes round their waRe, and double gloves, one of 
woollen and the other of leather, wliich take in the hand without 
any diRin^fion except the thumb; and thefe are alfo an eflential part of 
their cloathing. 

People of any diuinitlon for the moR part drefs as we do in enc- 
T.AND, and arc under no other neccility than that of wearing a full great 
ooat lined with fur % fuch as wolf’s, fox’s, or linx’s, with a deep quilted 
or fur lined cap w ’nen they go abroatl. The women of the lower clafs, 
bcfidcs their petticoats, wear Ricep Ikins as the men: thole who move 

• 

^ 'liK* RUSSIANS call it a sHooui-. 


N’Tic. .fK’ilir.gft. 


m 





Chap. xxr. PR IV ATE ANECDOTES, 141 

in a higher ipbere, wear flowered filk cloaks '’ lined with furs, of which 
the fort is of white hare’s* Ladies of the firft diflrln^lion 

are without thefe cloaks lined with rich furs, and by the advan- 

tage;of; coaches or fledges and domeflic convenienceSj perhaps fuffer lefs 
by cold the fouth of France; although upon die 

wholeT h a clhnate conducive to the prolongation 

of lifcy efpcdsdl)^ |o agtai p^ 


SiToer&l Jiorks and private ctrctimjtarkes relating to peter the gHeat. 

B ut what is truly dCferving admiration in k ussia, are the labours of 
the immortal who, flill lives not only in every part of the go- 

venimefit, but in every' -^rk of and de%n.^" W can hardly* fay too 
much of this prihee j hli;dhP^<^crdsadm by the world in general, but 
particularly by the part of it that lie gd^'eriicd, and which niuft ever revere 
Ids memory, fo long as tljfyrpetaik of his vaft genius and indefa- 

tigable labours; df in ,^r^hfudoiis of ages they Ihould again decline into 
their andent barbarity pfymahhen's,,;they never wiU give a flronger proof of 
that barbarity^^^i^ by ,ccafing to t^^rate his name. Tlie rhofl early .part 


hero||f^^^p; ^ ptodigiouji h^^ti j^Jw lb 

many proofs. The intimations .htt,' had recciv®! .floip Jfljfeigners of the 
goverume|f^ arts^ and improvements of other made him weep 

ovcr;.^dj|norance antbharbarity'-of o^n'i 'hvii-his ' forrow gave way;' to 
Ids hi6^c#|I'andr,:flred,Vi^^ft'^Si^h^ of greatnefs, he''t^^v- 

cd to|,,'-:j^irfue it by whitS,.; iig ht of his own 

genig^'he' difeoyerea' W . ja^gmentW^ 

uttemp|^e^.Jd^l^1^,.^y t|j»ifi8r^^o^|P^- alone wer^' pr^^iiMle, 

vhis;- refplution,.;;^^^ ^Was-’^fe ,cu}pir^..and Jiad 
2 n nHfiSi nn wer over ^ m ^ Wvr fS i l r i. ? ^ t a* 


an abfb!ute'pp#ef oyer.ib^^^m people, to humble Iiimfcif 

.V.-v'- : ^ 

^ Th^rc arc two kinds, fomc with and Tome wUhouc 
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to die low offices and laborious drudgery of life! But he faw that exam* 
pie, affided by hisboundlefs authority, could alone in fpire his people with 
juft fentiments, or compel them to a due obedience j and that the ojiulency 
and power of nations muft arife from ufeful arts and mechanic employ- 
ments : he fought that power and opulency at their very fountain-head, 
and determined in his own porfon to aift as much like a cod as a man 
could do, diftiifing his influence by ailions, the due efte<3: of which, hu- 
manly fpeaking, it was impoffibic for any man, except himielf, to pro- 
duce. Thus he fubmitted as If he had been born only to a mean and 
low fortune j and determined to do that which ftiould deferve a crown ^ 
and when he bad obtained it, to take on him the true glory of a king, 
in wearing it gracefully, and according to the order of that prosddencc 
which Avatches over the good of mankind. His adions demonftrate that 
he thought it move glorious to excel as an artificer or mechanic, than to 
fway a feepter upon no other title than his birtli. 

It is hard to fay what the world has loft in the journal which he kent 
hlmfelf, probably it contained what no hiftorian can pretend to relate of 
him. I lhail mention a few particulars which I do not find recorded 
of him in any hiftorical accounts, being what I learnt of perfons 
with whom he frequently converfed. In amsferdam he entered 
in a dock yard as a common carpenter, in the name of peter mi- 
CHAiLO, hut he was known only to tlic mafter of the yard. It happen- 
ed one day that peter, by miftake, took the tools of another perfon in- 
ftead of his ownij the owner difeovering his tools in the hands cf his com- 
panion, and thefe not being readily reftored to him, w'ords enfued, and tlie 
man gave peter a blow; the mafter of the yard being informed of the 
matter, fent for the fuppofed offender, and in the prefence of this prince 
reproved him feverely, and threatened him with punifhmcnt. Peter 
now put on the ernperor, not in the, infolencc of power, and vvith the 
externals of a king, but in pleading for the injured. “ The man, 'fays 

he, is in the right, and I am in fault;” and immediately made up the 
.quarrel by giving him money. Thus did this great monarch learn the 

true 
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true art of life and government, and through this voluntary arduous dif- 
cipline, teach himfelf how to rule the fpirits of an ignorant and uncivi-' 
liised people. 

It has been imputed to this prince, that he was cruel. The exact rule 
of mercy and juftice cannot always be obferved by any mortal man ; 
and lead: of all by princes, who cannot fearch to the bottom of every 
thing. A man of Iiis ftrength of refolution, cannot be fuppolcd to 
have a heart of the melting fort ; and the ingratitude and infcnfibility 
of his fubjcfls, their repugnance to accept’ the terms of their own feli- 
city by tlie means he fought it for them, means fo obvioufly productive 
of t!ie end, and yet fo obfcinately relliled, could not but fire him with 
feme refentment, and might alfo perfuade him they could be ruled only 
by a rod of iron. Thus he miglit commit feme ails of feverity, but 
that lie put men to death with his own hand, I am perfuaded is not true ^ 

An amorous dllpofition, and a cruel one, arc compatible in the lame 
pcj fon, as experience often evinces j but cruelty and greatnefs of mind. 
Inch as this prince demonflrated, are not compatible. Iiis great foible 
was tlie love of women; he was not however profufe, nor even generous 
in his amours, if one inay believe the reports of mils cross, who was 
dlftingulihed, in her way, by the emperor's favour in t'ngland. In 
HOLi.AND he was feen with a girl in his arms at a common drinking 
hciufe, of whicli reprefentation there is now an exceilcnt pi<5lure in the 
palace at rETKRUoi’F. A gardincr once threw a iiough at him for his 
amorous advances to a girl who was workijig in a gari'en. In Ihort, for a 
king he was as little elegant as expenfive in his amours: as in tilings of the 
fvigheft moment, fo in this he adted according to his inclinations, without 
any regard to fornas. It is true, in this inflance he was no hero, butasfer- 
vilely lubmiihveto an im^icrious appetite as a common man : and it feemed 
in him but mere appetite, at leaft we do not find that the plcafnrc or tor- 
ment ariiing from apalTjpnatc indulgence, or a rcaitmuble gor cniment of this 
wcaknelvS,. cvei- drew him^into inconveniencics, or protradled the progrtls 

*• In the cafe of the rebellion fupprefied by general cokocn, hhlorians I'.ejitioji hit being nngry thnt 
the exicuticns were npt perfertned befere his arrival at moscc. 

of 
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of that active and extenfive glory for which he was fo much diftinguiilied': 
■and for this vice, \vc muft fay with Sir Walter raleigh, as well as 
I remember, “ If a dam in his ftate of innocence j david God’s cHofen 
fervanti and solomon, a man of the greateft wifdom, fwerved from 
“ their duty to the living God, through the love they bore to woman, 
it is not fo wonderful as lamentable that men in all fjccceding ages 
have, &c.” This great prince, who underftood fo well what regarded 
the good of the focicty, could hardly exclude the religion he profefled 
from the fyftem of his politics j and wc may charitably prefume that he,, 
like DAVID, made his peace with heaven. 

He was often feen to weep when he ordered executions. Mifs ham- 
iiLETON ^ a maid of honour to the emprefs Catherine, had an amour 
which at different times produced three children : Hie n ad always plead- 
jsd llcknefs, but peter being fulpicious, ordered his phylician to attend 
her, who foon made the difeovery : it alfo appeared that a lenfe of fliamc 
had triumphed over her humanity, and that the children had been put to 
death as foon as born. Peter enquired if the father of them was privy 
to the murder j the lady infifted that he was innocent, for fhe had al- 
ways deceived him, by pretending they were fent to ruirfe. Juftice now 
called on the emperor to punifh the offence. The lady was much belov- 
ed by the empress, who pleaded for her: the amour was pardonable, 
but not the murder. Peter fent her to the caftlc, and went himfclf 
to vifit her; and tlie fad being confeffed, he pronounced her fcntence 
with tears, telling her that his duty as a prince, and God’s vicegerent, 
called on him for tliat juftice w'hich her Ciime had rendered indifpenf- 
r.biy neceftary, and therefore ftie muft prepare for death. He attended 
her alfo on the fcaft'old, where he embraced her witli the utmoft tender- 
r.efs mixed with forrow: and fotne fay, that when her head was ftruck 
off, he took it up by the ear whiift the lips were yet trembling, and 
kiffed them ; a circumftance of an extraordinary nature, and yet not in- 
jcredible, conlidcring the peculiarities of his charader, 

f t 

* Some call this lady m a c k £ n z y . 
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How gerterous was his conduil to the Swedish prifoncrs after the battle 
of POETOWA ! He ftruckone of his own officers for Ipeaking dirrelpe<5t- 
fully of* the king of Sweden and faid to him, “ Am I not a king, and 
** might not my fortune have been the fame as that prince’s?” but what 
a profulion of found politics was difplayed in his taking his fword from 
his own fide, and prefenting it as a token of his favour to the Swe- 
dish general renchild, upon the occafion of that general’s faying, 
that though tlie king his mafter had adled contrary to his opinion, yet 
he thought himfelf bound, as a faithful fubjeil, to obey his commands. 

As it is the cufloni with us to interrupt converfation by drinking 
healths at tabic, in Russia they add alfo anotlier impertinence, by tlieir 
fervants offering wine wdictheryou alk for it or not. Peter was in warm 
difeourfe with admiral apraxin, when the vice-admiral sen a vi n pre- 
fented liim with a falvcr of wine ; the emperor impatiently threw back his 
arm, which ncccfl'arily overfet the falver, and firuck the admiral, and 
then purfiicd his eiiicourfe as if nothing had happened; afterwards recolic£l* 
ing himfeif, he afked the admiral apraxin if he had not flruck fomebo- 
dy; “ yes, fays he, your majefty has ftruck the vice-admiral sen avj n ; 

'tis true, he was in the wrong for interrupting your majefiy% but he is 
“ a very boncll man and a brave' officer.” Peter then reproached himfelf 
for ilriking an ofiiccr of that rank, fent for him immediately, begged 
his panlon, kilfcil liim, and the next day fent him a prefent. 

Vali'Nsky, who had a command in the Persian expedition, had been 
once beaten by Peter’s orders, miffaking him for another. “ Well, fays 
*' PETER, I am forty for it, but you will deferve it one day or other, and 

then remind me that you arc in arrears with me which accordingly 
happened upon that very expedition, and he was excufed. 

Thus did this great prince temper tlie natural impetuofity of his dif- 
pofition with the utmofb tendernefs and regard to thole who delerved well 
of him. It is known that he himfelf fubmitted to enter his name as a j ri- 
vate mail' in the army he raifed, tliat his grcateil f^bjctlls might liave 

** To this puipofe we may remember the ftory of the Persian foldicr» who was lolJ, ** S;r, you 

are paid to fight againft Alexander, not to rail at him. 
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no expedations of any other advanceinent than what fljould be due 
to their merit. He had mofl experience as a general, but his favou- 
rite pallion feemcd to incline to the marine j and he more than once 
appeared incog as a common pilot, and received an English crown 
and a cheefe for bringing a lliip from the bar to cronstadt. 

This prince liad to contend not only with the pervcrfenefs of the vul- 
gar j he found it neceflary to teach the highell orders of his people to 
fubmit to the wholfome rcllraints of good laws without refped of per- 
fons. Gagarin, a fenator, had been for fome time governor of Sibe- 
ria, where he had accumulated more than a juib miniilerial fortune by 
indiredt pradtices, particularly by opprcHlng the caravans palling to and 
from CHINA : at length he was brought to St. rETERsuuKG, condemn- 
ed and hanged on a gallows credled oppoiitc the fenate houfe. After a 
few days the fenators begged that his majefty would order the body to be 
removed, incimatiiig that it was a fcandal to tlteir rank as fenators. 
“ Yes, lavs the emperor, let him be taken down then, and hung up at 
“ the common gallows,” which was accordingly performed. 


The dory of his fuppored intrigue with baron gortz to invade e.ng- 
LAND, is mentioned by fome hiftorians ; however tiiat afiair might 
be, he always denied it, but found matter of complaint againd his 
vice-chancellor schapiroff, upon the examination of whofe papers it 
appeared % that during his miniftry at the HACtun, he had accepted a 
fum of 10,000 I. tor the difeovery of a lecret; fo that after schapirok k 


J’lad been brought to the block, and his I’cnCcncc changed into banifhment j 
j-F. ELR having reexived this evidence of his miniiier’s. guilt, would have 
recalled him to execution. O-s i i rman* afterwards vice-chancellor, re- 
pi (.rented to tlic emperor that as he had pardoned schapiroff, who 
had no!: been fince guiitv of any fi cni crime, fuc;)! an adtion would fully 
hi- honour ; to which advice, offended as he was, this prince fubmitted. 

Wkstph AiA.N, die oANisH miniftcr at the Russian court, had lent 
a remarkable piece. of news to copf.nhagen; /Petkr, by means o± his 
minifter in that city, procured westphalkn’s own letter, and then 


As i'oihc confidently nlTcrt. 
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challenged him upon the fubjeft j west ph al h n flatly denied that he had 
giv'cn any fuch intelligence, till peter produced his letter, upon which 
he very coolly replied, I fee princes have long arms; your majefty 
knows very well the duty I owe to my own prince and countiy, was I 
“ in your majefly’s fervice I fhould con fnlt your intereft with the fame 
“ fidelity.” Peter, though extremely difgufied, acquiefeed in this 
defence. 


We muft not be furprized that this prince, while he was only a pupil 
in the fchool of true greatnefs, condefeended to menial offices or low me- 
chanic employincnts, when only pcrfonal labour and perfonal knowledge 
could anfwcr the end he had in view. In the height of his glorv, and after 
tlic completion of Ids conqueil, he Iiad fo entire a contempt of thofe exter- 
nal clrcum'ilanccs whicli fornetimes conflitute the whole of a king, e.xcept 
tiic power asincxed to royalty, that he feemed ambitious only of a fove- 


rcigJ'itv iii foa!. and to a'f rather than aoocar the kiiig. He had an ex- 
trenve dilVdce to riclt cloaths, tu;d was never fo well fatished as in his re- 
gimenuds ^ : he never wore but one fuit of embroidcrv, and that for a 


iingic day only. In the fiimmer time it Vv'as .his ufual cullom to drive 
about the tlrcets of St. Petersburg in a chair with one ho.de, fome- 
times with and lometinies without a page. In winter he has been fevcral 
times feeu in a common hackney fledge It would tometimes happen 
that he hail not the value of three pence in his packet to pay tlic fire ; and 
he has more than once allctxl the loan of tins money of any pci ion whom 
he knew, and accidentally met; yet notwithflandii'ig thefc feemiog impio- 
jjrleiies, the fupcfiority of his genius fupported the dignityof a great mo- 
narch ; and it was by laying afide pomp and fplcudor, which were un- 
ciTential to his glory, that he appeared fo much like a deity, in e very 
place, almofl at one and the fame time. He was generally at his tribu- 


^ A green cloth with a narrow gold lace, which is the riclicit e’esathing in the army, and the rus 
SI A NS as well as the p RUSS I A NS .arc not permitted to wear any other deaths than tlidr .'egiuicntah. 
The EMi’RCss however has made her fed ofScers very fine, their cloaths being fthice cloth, and ri;c 
captains have-gold lace enough upo«4 it to confutne a good part of their pay. » Thefc are i i va- 

lue about 4.S. they are drawn by fmall mean horfes, and driven by the vOintnoncil I'.roi -. 


T 2 


n-ais 



j48 private anecdotes RELATING Part IL 

nals and public offices in the winter feaibn by five in the morning} and 
thus his perfonal attendance, and knowledge of bufinefs, feuight his fub- 
je£ls their refpedtive duties, confined them to thofe duties, and made die 
Itate flouriffi. He was not contented without going to the bottom of 
tilings, and therefore inftcad of making his people wait on him, he 
watched them, fo that he was feldora to be found in the palace. Prince 
MENZiKOFF liad the charge of public feafts for foreign minifters, fo that 
PETER fpent no time in vain ceremonies ; and as to his own diet it was 
rather coarle than elegant. 

It is morally impoifible that fiich a country as Russia was, could be 
more fpeedily reduced to a regular and confident plan of government; 
but the extremity of arbitrary power which had long fublifted, and the 
unpoliffied manners which had tor io many ages prevailed, feemed to 
have eftablifiied a rule of Asiatic policy, wdiich peter was not able 
or not willing intircly to de/lroy: this confided in a fort of connivance in 
the prince, in feeing the grandees pillage the lower clades of die people, 
according as their offices might afford them an occafion; but when 
they had thus accumulated wealth, and rendered themfclvcs obnox- 
ious to the hws, their fovereign came in for the plunder, either by de- 
grading the offender, or fuffering him to ranibm one part by delivering 
up the other. 

But it is amazing that this great prince did not enter ftrioully into the 
conuderation of the bad adminidration of the laws, with regard to pro- 
perty and judice, till the very dole of his life, and in his lad ficknefs. 
The refolution he then took, confined die determination of common cau- 
fes to the term of eleven days, but it was no more than a fiadi of light 
which involves the traveller in greater darknefs. Laws which are fo ob- 
viouliy intended to fupport the fociety, are now. in mod parts of Eu- 
rope fo perverfely wreded to the purpofes of lawyers, to die eternal 
reproach of Christendom, as to become the plague and didrefsofthe 
virtuous} and the indrument of the mod detcdable condud of the bafe 
and corrupt part of mankind : nor is there, I believe, a fingle country 
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in all EUROPE, except Prussia, cither in limited or arbitrary monarchies, 
where this is not; complained of as a moil crying abufe. Had this great 
prince Hvcd a few years longer to fway the Russian feepter, it is more' 
than probable he would have long time iince ihewn the king of Prussia 
that example, which this prince, who really deferves to be called great, 
had he no other virtue, has given to all the other fovereigus and nations 
of EUROPE. 

After what I have obferved of tlie condefeenfions familiar to peter 
the GREAT, the rcatler will not be fuprized that he converfed with all 
forts of people of whom he could learn any thing ufeful, among whom 
fomc of the ENG 1.1 sii and other foreign merchants were frequently Ids 
companions, hie eat and drank with them, and was often godfather to 
their children} if his godchild died, he has even more than once attend- 
ed their funerals. He was very inquifitivc about trade, yet he confelied it 
was what he lead underflood : but his eftablifhment ol the commerce in 
f t. PKTT.RSBUKf'r, ajid bringing the grcatcft part of it from archangel j 
the premiums he oli'ered to thofe who ihould find out new brandies of 
trade } his fetting up and encouraging new manufactories of linnen and hemp 
in his own country ; the great countenance he gave to foreign merchants, 
and many other Inch like circumllanccs, are certain iridications that he 
tmdcdlood, in many inftanccs, the means of advancing commerce as 
well as the great end of it. 

This prince made even his pleafurcs and amuferaents fublervlent to the 
important ends of his government. He had more than once received 
very^ melancholy proofs of the impatience of his fubjeds under the re- 
formation which he had planned, and was now accompliilung : this ren- 
dered him extremely fufpidous of them. As men’s herats are generally 
moil open in their cupt«, he often drank w'ith them liberally, ibmetimes 
at court, and oftner at their own houfes. His manners feemed to be rude, 
in requiring even the ladies, upon cettain occafions, to fwallow goblets 
of wine, or other ftrong liquors, but in this he had his views : drinking is 
Aid the vice of Russia, but in a more elegant manner tlian in pall times. 

He 
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1 Je had frequent convulfive diftortions of his head and countenance, 
contracted by a iHght in his youth, upon an occafion when his life was 
in danger ; but in fucii cafes it was always the rule of the company he 
was in, to look down, or a different way, and purfue their difeourfe 
witliout feeming to regard him. 

To prevent a furprixe or any attcinpt on his life, he w'ould never lie 
alone : when he was not vvitli the empress or other compailion, he or- 
dered one of his chamberlains to llecp with him, which was an u,n- 
conifortabie iitiiatioa to them, as he was very angry if they awaked him ; 
and in his deep he often grafped them very hard. 

- What complcated his character as a mafler of exquifitc art and acute 
judgment, he diverted his people into a contempt of that fordid ignorance, 
which for fo many ages had reigned in this country, and which he nenv 
made it his tail*, to banidi. I'his could not be done more cffcvtually tlian 
by ridiculing a fuperilitious reverence of tlic cudoms of their forefatliers. 
W'itii this view he ordered a great number of dredes of the fcvcral ofli- 
cers of the crown and court as worn in pad agesj and in thele himfclf 
and his whole court appeared in mafquerade: thus exhibiting thcmfelves 
to the people under fevcral comic figures, they diverted them into a per" 
fuafi.on that they were at lead as wife in their age, and in their appear- 
ances, as th.cir fatlicrs had been before tliem. 

This truly great prince was born the iith of June 1672, and was the 
fon of the cz ar alexis michaelowitz, by his fccond wife natalia 
CAR 1 LowNA NAR ISKIN j and after being the wonder of the age in wMiich 
he lived, he took his leave of this w'orld the 28th of January 1725, leav- 
ing a cliaradfer which will command the admiration of all fucceeding ge- 
nerations, 

i 

Whom the Russians call d£ks»icks. 
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The firJifeJlahUpment of the in Russia. The complaints 

of the merchants f great Britain, particularly the Russia traders, 
‘wilb refpcSl to foreigners obtaining acls of naturalization, ^toithout any 
hitention of continuing in this kingdom, 

B efore i take my leave of Russia, I ought perhaps to rncutiot? 

a cii'cumftancc of fome moment to my friends in that countiy, 
if not to this nation, The English fatlory in Russia, as I have alrc\uly 
had occalion to mention, was firft edahliihed in archangel, in virtue 
of a charter granted by king Philip and queen mary, at the fame time 
that the czar ivan wassilov/itz fwayed the r ussian feepter. 

This charter is of too extcniivc a nature, either in regard to the crown, 
the RUSSIA company, or the British fubjcTis at large, to be fully com- 
plied with, and is cojiiequcntly become in certain rcfpe<tls obfolctc : it 
rcl'crves however in full force fuch neccllary authority as excludes all fo- 
reigners, except RUSSIANS, from a participation of the Russia trade to 
GRE AT BRITAIN ; lUid in virtue of the by-laws to which the traders ac- 
quiefee, the good government of the company is fupported j a fmall tax 
is levied for extraordinary occations and for the charitable purpolc of re-- 
lit'ving poor icamen, and the widows of deceafeci mariners. 

The fadors employed abroad in the name of tlic xirsstA company, re- 
moved from archangel to St. Petersburg, foon after peter the 
GREAT founded that city, which he made the feat of the Russian 
commerce. Among other piarticulars it is remarkable, that this fadory 
has been for fornc time blended with foreigners, who in confequence of 
their naturalization, have enjoyed a participation of the privileges and 
immunities of the comp>any. Tlie British fadors fiv/ this with impa- 
tience, and at lengtli lent their rcnionilranccs to their principials in Lon- 
don, in confetpacnce of which an oppoiltion was made to a bill' then 
depending before the parliament in behtdf of a foieigner. I'his is a cir- 

‘ ITS*’ 

cumflancc 
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cumllatice in every refped interefting, and about which there are a 
great variety of opinions: fome particulars relating to the cafe of the 
.merchants of great Britain refiding at home, or in the British 
factories in foreign countries, with refpea to perfons obtaining aAs of na- 
turalization, without any purpofe of continuing in thefe kingdoms, wxre 
printed, and of which I have preferved fuch extracts as lerve as an in- 
trodu<5tion to the fubje<ft, viz. 

r'|"’^HE granting to ftrangers all the privileges and immunities which 
X the conftitution derives to thofe born under its protedfion, and 
** w'ho have a mutual tie of duty and affedtion, has been ever regarded 
in all civilized nations, as a point of the highefl; importance to the 
“ public i as it plainly is in great Britain, where fuch a participa- 
“ tion, in the birthrights of its fubjedt, cannot be bedovved but by the 
legiflature, that Is, in cffedl, by the confent of the wliole kingdom. 

Whenev'cr therefore this high and great favour is conferred, it mulT: 
“ be pre fumed to flow from juft and weighty reafons ; fuch as eminent 
fervices adtually performed by thofe who feek it, or which may be ra- 
“ tionally expcdled from them j and in this light, adls of naturalization 
are highly reafonable, as they are apparently calculated for the public 
“ benefit ; and aiguments of this kind have been ufually fuggefted, when 
“ favours of tins fort have been rendered more general, with a view to 
invite into tliis country foreign proteftants of eafy fortunes, Ikilful in 
“ commerce, capable of introducing or improving manufactures, or, in 
“ a word, fit to become ufeful members of the community ; into which 
they are received in the moft folemn manner, and become intitled to all 
“ that is dear and valuable to Englishmen. 

Tiiefo motives, an’fing from reciprocal advantages, have been cftccm- 
“ ed fo wife and equitable, that adds of naturalization fo founded, have 
been ever ^onfuiered as tending highly to the advantage of this nation, 
“ and more cfpccialiy to the mercantile intercfl; v.hich has certainly 
** ver^ i.gnal and indifputable advantagts from them; as is parti- 

cularly maniftft from numbers of opulent families now fubfifting in 

“ thefe 
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“ thefe kingdoms, that were originally invited, fixed or eftabliihed here, 

in Virtue of fuch wife and falutary laws. 

■ 

But this being the cafe, it is not ealy to fee how the fame benefits, 
or any other adequate to them, can arife from particular or general ads 
“ of naturalization, where the privileges granted to ftrangers are not in 
“ fome meafure reftrained to their refidence within the British doinini- 
“ ons j and this, from the lafl; bill for fuch a general naturalization, feem- 
“ cd to have been the fenfe of the legillaturc from a claufe evidently 
“ founded upon this reafoning. 

“ The naturalizing foreigjiers, and thei'cby giving them a title to all 
“ the privileges of British fubjeds, without requiring from them the 
“ plain and natural equivalent of reliding here, puts it in their power to 
“ fettle in foreign countries, with all the advantages due to the fubjeds 
“of GREAT BRITAIN; and thereby alfords them an opportunity of 
“ ferving their own countrymen, and indeed foreigners of all nations, at 
the expence of great Britain, without any the lead advantage ac- 
cruing to this nation. 

“ Witji reiped to foreigners thus naturalized, and eftablilhed as fadors 
abroad, we are not led, either from reafon or experience, to conceive, 
“ that they can have any particular attachment to the interefts, or any 
“ real zeal or rooted adedion for the welfare of 'great Britain ; but 
“ mud be chiefly governed by tliat principle of fclf-intcred, wJiich oi igi- 
“ nally led them to feck fuch pri\’ilegcs, of which they might avail them- 
“ felves, in confcquence of thofe treaties and alliances concluded with the 
“ crown of great Britain, and by which many valuable immunities 
“ and indulgences are fecured to her fubjeds ; equivalents for which ai'c 
“ and will be always expeded from the British nation. Thefe may 
“ frequently occafton a public expence, and that expcnce mud be raifed 
“ by taxes on the natives of this illand ; hut thefe natui'alized foreigners 
** reliding abroad, do not in the lead contribute to them'. Foreigners un- 
der thefe circumdanceiJ are then more favoured tlian the nati\x^s. 

U . Tlic 
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“ The arguments in favour of unreftrained a£ts»of naturalization to fac- 
** tors abroad <mglit to be extremely clear and convincing j for in Russia, 
and perhaps in other countries, it is dilhcult, if not iinpradlicahle, to 
make the natives underftand how the people of any other country, can 
“ become Englishmen, or British fubjecSls, and, by that means, en- 
** titled to the privileges that by treaties are llipulated to us. Thus Inch 
treaties may be rendered very precarious, the dignity of the nation 
“ weakened, and the condu6: of fuch foreigners fubjeft us to difputes 
** and inconveniencies, which otherwife miglit never have arilen. 

The ail of navigation, that wife and falutary law, which has been 
“ die bulwark of the British commerce, breathes a fpirit that would 
“ incline us to think the fame regard ought to be had to British futt- 
“ jcils, as to BRITISH bottoms > and that all imaginable precaution Ihotild 
“ be taken to fccni'c the advantages ariling by a commiflion on the fa!e 
“ of the commodities and manufailurcs of this iiland, to their n;Hural 
proprietors and native fubjeils ; more cfpecially at a junclurc, when 
** there is nothing more evident, than that all the nations in europk 
“ have opened their eyes to the advantages of commerce. 

The queflion then is, if upon this principle we ought to he very 
" circumfpcdl in bedovving the privileges of fubjefls on thofe who were 
“ yellerday our rivals, .without any fecurity that they will not become 
“the fame to-rnonow? To this we may alio add, that as tliere was 
“ a time wiien the wj.ole of our traitic was engroded by lombards, 
“ mercliams of the stl el-yard, members of the hanse towns, and 
“ other foreigners, if we ought in common prudence to avoid every thing 
“ that may bring us into a like date again ?” 

The connexion which the nation has witli foreigners, and the advan- 
tages confedcdly derived from them, has made a dqep impredion on the 
minds of fome of the greated: men in this kingdom}; but general views 
of things do not always give the mind'that light and fsitisfiiilion as a par- 
ticular objeid: wbicli it can more ealily gralp, and frona thence with the 
greater facility enlarge itfclf, and take in others of a ditoilar nature. Let 
us then examine the particular cafe which gave occafion^o thefe remarks. 

f « The 
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“ The amownt of the ^pafons againft any reftridlive clauie in the adts of 
** naturaUzation of foreigners as fadlors in Russia was this, that the 
treaty of commerce between the crowns of great Britain and Rus- 
sia, is really a matter of no great moment, and that the figure which 
the ENGLISH make in Russia, is owing to their afibciation with foreign- 
ers in that country. A further argument was, “ That foreigners fituated 
in RUSSIA are under peculiar difadvantages to all other foreigners, or 
«< even what tlicy themfclves would be if fituated in any other country j 
not by any particular law of the legiflature, but from a partial regula- 
“ tion of the Russia company, by which each member is reftrained by 
“ virtue of the oath taken upon his admiflion to his freedom, from giv- 
“ ing any commifiions to any perfon not free of the company i and that 
freedom ts never granted but to British born and naturalized fubjcdls 
from vvlience it is deduced that the trade is a monopoly. 

Thus bccaufc the RUSSIA company do not give up to foreigners the 
benefits of the Rfrssi an trade with great Britain, therefore their 
clvavter is hurtful to great Britain. Now it is evident that there 
cannot be a trade where a greater liberty is open to the natives of a coun- 
try than this in queflion. The Russian markets are always well fuppli- 
ed, each trailer purfuing Ids own inclination to import, and his own opi- 
nion concerning the rife and fall of markets, and the opportunities of 
fale : I have knovvm British houfes in St. Petersburg tliat for fevcral 
fucccflivc years have had from 40 to 100 bales of cloth remain ijig over 
the annual demand. The credit given the Russians is never Icfs than 
1 2 months, unlefs in fimll articles, and it is often extended to 1 5 and 
18 months, and the prices of goods are as low as polTible for the mer 
chant to receive a living profit. 

There are no monopolies or exclufiv^c privileges aflTumed by the 
RUSSIA company, nor any rule of condufi: cftabliflied, which has the 
leaft appearance of being injurious to this nation j for any natural born 
jprqteftant fubjeil may, ^for 5 1. take his freedom of the company, go 

* A paper publifhed ia 1752. 
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into RUSSIA, and efbblifii a houfe of bufmefs, - ynder the proteftion of 
the BRITISH crown. The English merchant may alfo coniign goods to 
any perlbn who is a native of Russia, or a fubje< 5 t of great Britain, 
remembering that the advantage in favour of the British fubjeils in Rus- 
sia, according to the 27th article of the treaty of commerce is about one 
third part in the culloms of Ibldiers cloths Yorkshires and flannels. 
Nor is there any reftraint widi regard to the markets of tliel'e kingdoms, for 
any Russian as well as freeman of the company, may fend Russian goods 
into ENGLAND ; hc is only to pay the aliens duty, as eftabliflied bylaw". 
The law of nations, the right of reciprocal protection, and the lafl; ar- 
ticle of the treaty do, I appi-chend, make the Russians entirely free to 
trade to this country. Some Russian merchants have aClually been here, 
but finding they could not difpofe of their goods in a fatisfa{!d:ory manner, 
nor live near fo cheap as at home, they returned to their own country. 

Belldcs this fivour in the cu/Ioms, the British fiilors in St. Peters- 
burg eftcem it a valuable privilege, that in all cafes where they are de- 
fendants, particularly that of bankruptcy, tlieir affairs are cognizable by 
the college of trade, and their bfwks facred to the infpeclion of four re- 
putable merchants, appointed by that college. In many cafes alfo, where 
they .are plaintiffs, they apply to the college of trade ; but their common 
fuits and demands for money of the Russian merchants, have been for 
fome years transferred to the magiftracy °. 

With regard to the quartering of foldiers in Russia, the British 
fubjeCts are Indulged in a peculiar manner, and no doubt it ought to be 
deemed a favour, under a military government to be exempt from it. 
Tills privilege however was more facred and more confiderabie formerly 
than of late years. I have inyfelf oppofed attempts made by the officers 
of the police to oblige me as a tenant to find quarters. 1 do not know 
that thefe attempts have yet fucceeded againft tenant or landlord, but if 

l Goarfe cloths fo cdiitd, A thick coarfe c!oth< • This duty amounts to 3 s. 4d»' 

on a tun of hemp, or about J per cent, on the pnfent value of hemp, at 23 ). per ton, tyhich in ge» 
r.enl terras is provided for in the treaty of commerce. “ Th^ was a moil ignorant and corrupt 

triboral, and a iaainc to the Russian nation in my time ; but if it fliould continue the fame, it iv in 
tl.e power of the faflors to reprsfent this gricvavjce. 
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the landlord is compelled to find quarters, and the rent is niifed on this 
account, the tenant ought to complain j for wc confider it not only as the 
fpirit of*the treaty, that British fubje<as fliall enjoy an entire exemption 
from quarters, that is, that the landlord not being chargeable with it, die 
tenant fhall have his rent fo much the cheaper. This muft be the fenfe of 
the 1 6th article, or it means nothing; for who can imagine it fliould be 
deemed a favour to a British government, that common foldiers may 
not lit in the compting-houfe of a British merchant in Russia? 

How cautious the Russians are of being lavifli of any efiential part 
of tlic treaty appears by this; that in order to afeertain the legality of 
property, when a British fubjedt firll appears in the cnftom-houfe of 
St. PK iT.KsBURG, the officers demand a certificate of his majefly’s con- 
ful, tli.it the pevlbn is really what he pretends to be, and without it they 
will not clear his goodsi 

In what manner this treaty of commerce is confidered by the Russi- 
ans may be deduced from the embalTy of monlieur de dieu, at the 
KussiAM court. in 1745. It was generally reported, and I lielieve it is 
true, that his chief bnnuefs was to negotiate a treaty of commerce on the 
behalf of his maders, the dates of die united provinces, on the plan 
of diat of GREAT E KIT A IN; but Certain it is, that he did not accom- 
plifli anv inch treaty : and if fo aide and fo favoured a minifter coidd not 
procure this privilege for his countrymen, the Russians certainly meant 
not that the advantages they grant to British fubjedls fhould become 
general; fo that naturalizations granted to foreigners in Russia tend to 
enervate the treaty of commerce, and may at lengdi render it con- 
temptible. . 

The RUSSIANS know very well, that the English were the firfl thatdif- 
covered archangel; tliat they had an exclufivc privilege of trade to Rus- 
sia in the reign of queen Elizabeth ; that peter the great, whole 
maxims of government are juft ly dear to them, always llicwcd a didinguifti- 
ed regard 'to the English merchants, and even at the time that the politics 
of the two nations did not intirely coincide p, he gave them his royal vvord, 

J* Some diflercnce with his late majefty, as c!c£lcr of nAsovts. 

that 
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that at all events daey might confider themfclves as under his peculiar care 
and protedion : this I have been aftured by one who was familiar with 
his imperial inajefty. The Russians ai'e alfo fcnfible of the political as 
well as of the commexcial interefl: of the two nations, and confider this 
country, and I hope will always confider it, as their hereditary friend 
As our extenfive commerce has reached every corner of the earth, the 
greater our fupport is at home, the greater mufi: our reputation be a- 
broad. Reputation is certainly no imaginary thing, but mufi: be in Ibme 
degree produdlive of good to our commercial interefi, with relation to 
the fpirit of commerce in our fadlors abroad. 

The BRITISH houfes in St. Petersburg have not only a trade to 
GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND, but tO HOLLAND, PRUSSIA, SWEDEN, 
HOLSTEIN, and feveral parts of germanv; ahb to Portugal, spain 
and ITALY'; this has arifen from the connexions of their extenfive com- 
merce, intirely independant of naturalized fubjedts in Russia. On the 
other hand, this is not the cafe W'ith naturalized fubjedls'. There long 
has been, and I hope ever will be, an honourable difiindtion abroad, be- 
tween us and other foreigners, both as britons and as merchants, not 
in the efteem of the Russians only, but of all other nations. Whether 
it is worthy of national ohfei'vation or not, can be determined only from 
the nature of the fubjedt ; but it is apparent that the naturalization of fo- 
reigners to refide in Russia, creates ill blood in the breafi of his majefiy’s 
natural born fubjedls who -are in that country : it would have created much 
more, but that there are but few of the naturalized fadtors who have not 

^ .1 remember rhe compliment made to this nation by the governour of astracu an, a very inge- 
nious man» whom 1 iiavc mentioned in the courfe cf thefe papers, fpeaking to his friends in my pre- 
fence, “You are to confider, fays he, the English merchants in a different light from thofc of any 
“other nation trading to this country; they are (kilful, generous, humane, upright ; they extend 
** their coriimcrce over the whole earth ; and every country where they come is enriched by them. 
** 'Fhc commodities tiicy deal in are neccirary, fubllantial, and of tfie greateil ufe to the community ; 
“ and trey take oiT more of the Russian commodities than all the other nations united^’ 

^ I hive heard the Russian merchants occafionally treat us with ridicule, by ufing a droll expreffi- 
-:>n, which hgni€es, Arc you a whitc-waihed Englishman and a naturalized fa6lor being in foine 
di/irefs, pleaded his being an English fubjeft* to valbnskx*, a jniniiler of tlie erapreis ann : 
“ You an English fubjctl, fay« this inimiler, why, you was born in casan, in the dominion of the 
** empress/* 

failed » 
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failed j had they conducted their trade with moderation and prudence, it is 
probable the B ritish commerce might have been intirely in their hands, 
and this ’nation nothing the better for the commiffion on the fale of Bri- 
tish commodities, or on the purchafe of thofe of Russia. Befides, is 
it not highly rcafonable to think that fuch naturalized fubjecls would be 
lefs tender than the British faitors, in regard to the prices this nation 
might pay for naval ftores ? 

I pafled fome years of my life at lisbom, where I ohferved that the 
FRENCH proteftants in that place live in mutual harmony with the native 
fubjeds of this ifland ; and from the experience we have that their riches 
always center here, they arc confidcred upon the fame fofiting with other 
BRITISH fuhjeds. The trading world is often fufpeded of ading upon 
nariow principles; yet our factors abroad are not only for the moft part 
loyal, but upon the comparlfon of the feveral governments under which 
thev live, with tlic excellent conflitution of thefe kingdoms, they con- 
trad a patriot and diiintcrelled fpirit: but when from the flronge/t e- 
viJence, tlicy apprclicnd tlie intention of the Icgiflature is defeated, 
and their own intcrell hurt at the fame time, they are alarmed, and 
think it their duty to appeal to their country. The British factors 
in poRTUGAi. are jealous of thofe foreigners, who having obtained of 
the BRITISH crown a participation of the British birthrights, carry all 
THEIR wealth to any countiy except this illand, where indeed their pa- 
ternal connexions do not center ^ Many of the Portugal traders fign- 
ed the petition already mentioned, the meaning of' which is inteliigihle be- 
yond difputc, and feems to fpcak the general fenfe of the merchants of 
this metropolis, though some may he inclined, upon different prin- 
ciples, to DIFFERENT SENTIMENTS. 

The BR iTisK fildors hi ha*mburg, have not one naturalized fubjed 
amongO: them. The convention of the British Hamburg compa- 
ny, with the regency of that city, will not admit any naturalized fuh- 
jed to a participation of d'ye valuable immunities of that company, and 

Ml RAiHLEicK, a great PORTCCAL trader, who has given eflates to. many iiAMEVMiGHEr.s 
in LISBON, can tell if any of them ever brought a (hilling of it into this country. 


wdiich 
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which for a feries of years they have' enjoyed with a moft unbletniihed 
reputation. And what could this nation gain by an admiffion of natura- 
lized fubjeds into that fadory ? It would be eafy to prove, that Whatever 
vve play into their hands, is a lofing game to this country j for I do not 
comprehend what they could give us in exchange. My reafon for think- 
ing it is a lolinggame is this.} with regard to tlie Russia fadors, I Icnow 
at this time eight or ten British fubjeds, I fuppofc there arc more, who 
laid the foundation of their fortunes as hidors in that country} and fome 
of them are yet interefled in lioufes there. There is not one of thofc 
perfons but has brought riches, more or Icfs, and fome of them> 1 believe, 
to a conliderable amount, to the national flock of this country, and arc, 
1 have great reafon to think, good members of the community. Oii 
the other hand, I have feen a lifl of 24 foreigners, many of w'horn 1 
know perfonally, who wdthin thefe 25 years have been naturalized} and 
of all this number, in all this time, only one ever came into this king- 
dom, and he had particular connexions with a British fubjed. It mull be 
obferved, that it wms only 25 years lince any naturalization reached Russia, 
the trade then w'^as not fb confidcrable as it is now, nor had our people 
cflablilhed thcrnfclves there under the fandion of fuch a treaty as the prefent. 


We are jealous of weakening ourfelves by the w'ant of foreign aids } but 
to think ourfelves dependant in cafes where our intereil in one light is ap- 
parently wounded, is it not to weaken ourfelves for fear of being weaken- 
ed,? Not to confound things of a different nature under one name, it 
mull be obforved that the circumflances of naturalized fubjeds at home, 
under this govenunent, and entitled to enjoy all the good, and fubjed to 
foarc in all the evils wliitJi befal the flate, are very different from thofe 
of pi-rJens Vvlio ixirtiv-pate of the advantages which this nation en- 
joys ubrortd. Tb.c inientton of naturalization no doubt is the benefit of 
thbriirndi and if drc'c arc caics in which naturalizations are not at- 
tended with any benefu, but. on the contrary proflitute tlie honour of the 
nation, ejicrvate t'r influence, and counterad its native fubjeds } it 
ought to be pirefins-jcd that fuch cafes have no« been fet in apib|>6r light. ' 
The FRENch protefbnts have indeed ftrong connexions with this ifland, 

their 
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their parentage, their intereft, or the protection they receive, induce them 
to confider this as their proper home, and confequcntly they are entitled 
to all the regard which we can flicw them. 

If experience is the beft guide of life, it is that which muft teach us 
whom to receive into our breafts as friends, and whom to rejeCt in the 
commercial light we now confider the fubjeCt, as no friends to this 
countiy". By what rule can we judge better than by obferving thofe people 
who return our kindnefs with gratitude j and thofe wdio forget the benefits 
they receive r 

If our FiRS'i' concern ought to be for our own children j it ought then 
to be confidered how many fons of tradefmen, merchants, gentlemen, 
and even noblemen, are loft to their parents, their country, and their God, 
for want of employment! Merchants are no where more honourable 
eficemed than in this country > but they often lay the foundiition of tliat 
knowledge for which they are ellcemed, in dirtant climes j and lhall we en- 
courage fitreigners to take their placer There cannot be more trade carried on 
than a country will bear ’ it will ufually employ fo much money > fo many 
hands, and no more. Do we want money iit this nation to carry on our 
trade ? by no means. It is true, the national intereft is already very low”, 
perhaps it will be lower ftill, and what will be the confequence but that we 
muft throw more mojtey into trade, and extend our fettlements and com- 
mercial intereft over the earth, as much as poflible ? Why ftiould v/e en- 
courage foreigners to do any thing for us abroad, which we can do better 
ourfelvcs ? What circumftances fliould we be in, if all our abroad 

w'ere foreigners ? What tie, or what fecurity could we have of their in- 
tegrity in the fale of our commodities, much lefs in tlie promotion of 
national manufaihircs in oppofition to thofe of other countries, or zeal 
in the purchafe of the qpmmoditics of the countries w'here they refide, if 
they left us no pledge of their fidelity, nor fpeht any part of their live* 
in this ifland .? 

On the other hand, wlvit riches do not our factors bring home ! How 
many confiderablo men have not we in this metropolis from Lisbon ! 
VoL. II. X Who 
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Who can be ignorant of the wcaltli that has been brought here by east 
INDIA faiftors? Are not thefe great national objects? Italy, Spain, and 
other countries, are ever fcn.iing us new recruits to our commercial Ar^Jigth, 
ariliiig from fa^ilonigc. Hut there is yet a further reafon which occurs : 
let the warincll advocates for general naturalizations, without any dilUndti- 
on of perfons, profelilons, or rehdence, confi ier Iiovv deilructive fuch na- 
turalizations arc to our GENERAL SYSTEM OF NATURALIZATION AND 
NATIONAL PROFIT. If wcgivc to foicign protedants abroad that which 
Hiould invite them hither, wc may even prevent their coming to us. Bv 
being lavitli ot our beneiicence we leem to be I'ufhcicntiy paid by their 
acceptance of it, w'ithout any regard to the return which they are to make 
us. For what foreigner, feeing us fb prodigal of our bounty in a cafe 
of this nature, which he knows to be injurious to the natural born fubje^irs 
of this ifland, can, in proportion as it is bcnehcial to himfelf, entertain any 
other opinion than that vve do not pretciiti to purfuc our own intcrcil? 

The original intention of naturalization being confedcdly live bcncni; 
of this nation, tvhere there is the lead ground of fufpicion that the party 
going abroad means not to add any thing to the national advanta.ge, ought 
he not in fuch a calc to declare on what princijiles he pretends to the 
favour in queilion ; and if it Ihould appear that he deceived the Icgilla- 
ture, would not fuch a refentment be due as at lead: to refute a com- 
pliance r 


If a reciprocal regard to the intered of this nation, is the foie motive 
of the invitation given to foreigners who refidc here; and if by their rcil- 
dence they do in fa.d give us the earned: of a grateful return is there no 
fecurity to be alkcd of thofe who do not fo much as pretend to live a- 
mongd us, nor give us any kind of equivalent ? I’he very expedtation of 
advantage from them is didant, remote, confuft^d, and perhaps utterly 
unintelligible. The injury is obvious to demondration, and is adtually 
complained of by thofe who feel it, whofe intereft is common with that 
of the whole nation. 
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The reader to whom the fubj€<9: is new, mufl noW be iiiformed 
that the merchants and Russia faiflors at iengdi obtained the thing 
they aiked, by fixing the time of ablence to the naiumlizcd mreign- 
er already mentioned, to three years, and then to riiddo tbrce years 
alternately in this country, or to become an alien : but ihh was a tem- 
porizing accommodation of the matter, and docs not icem to anf-.ver the 
full intent of the legiflaturc. Upon the principle that this redriiiivc claufe 
will produce the end propofed, it might become a rule of conriiidt to tire 
nation in iimilar cafes of naturalized factors. As a trading nation wc 
might be yet more indulgent to thofe, whole connexions are nearly 
with the common tics of the natural born fubjecls ; but let us confulcr 
difpatlionately, how dangerous it is in politics to cuter very deep into re- 
finements of this fort, either immediately to advance the intcreif of a na- 
tion, or to prevent an injury which may he iiiorc remote. 


The objcdl moft tlear to an hoiietl man is the real haivpiaefs of 
country. This principle being laid down, let us confidcr vvliat rncajis 
are moil etfedtual to obtain this end in a direct view. Vv e I'b; oiw; 
of file ■'.viicO: princes in ]:uroim 5 liiiiUir bis utniofl: end'.;u-oi.!r.-' to h'rin'r 
people into his country j as wo defirc tv> engage fi.rciui-ers who can 
bring rudies, arts, or induflry, to come to this iibvnd. lie gives them 
lands and great immunitiesj he bias brouglit 20,000 into his capital in a 
few years ; but he is far from extending thofe privileges to ywTl'ons out of 
his dominions. With regard to ourfclvcs, the fame rcafons that induce 
us to giv’^e encouragement to people to come to tiiis ifland, may he a fuf- 
ficient motive not to give it out of thefe dominions, and untier foreign 
jurifdidtion. If v.e carry our views fo far as to give foreigners abroad, a 
jjower of taking a iharc in what our own people poliefs, without any ie- 
curity of the lead return from fuch foreigners, nay, where all appear- 
ances make .agasnd any return, do we not countcra«;t our own principle? 


If it is urged, that a nation cannot be ibid lo confer a favour, which 
by rellrictions ss rendered lefs valuable; I do not apprehend, '.vithoi;,; being 
QjuixoTs in politics, what it is w^e mean by thefe wonlr, .for I ilippo/c 
intcred is the objedf in puffuit. As to weakening the influence of natura- 
lization, by which commerce is intended* to be promoted ; this alio feems 

X 2 to 
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to prove nothing more than that we flvonld run all hazards^ rather than 
lofe any polhbihty of getting a fubje<9: who is a foreigner^ though at 
the ex pence of a fijibjedl: who is a native. It is laid that naturalization 
without imitation, has, after an indefinite abfence, brought foreigners in- 
to tllis country who might not othenvife have come. It would be well 
worth examining if this Is ti'ue, and who fuch perfons are, and what 
were their iniluccment^ to fettle here, before this argument can be an- 
l\vered : for when they do in fa< 5 t come, we receive them with open arms ; 
and we ought to countenance and encourage thofe who may fettle here, 
if we do not pay too much for it. But I do not comprehend that here 
are any lettlements of fuch weight as to eftablilh a rule of conduct in 
oppolition to our comn\ercial intcreft, as it appears in a diredi view. The 
cafe before us is foreign to die countenancing of ftrangers, who fet out 
upon a principle of design ino to fettle in this iilaud. I fay foreign 
TO SUCH PRINCIPLE; foi' though many french protedants have come 
here, after being as long abroad under the protedlion of die crown of 
<JREAT BRITAIN, as they pleafed, yet ftill the matter will reft on this 
ifliie. Are we fo fotid of naturalization as to give a power to foreigners 
WITHOUT DISTINCTION, to fupplant ouf own pcoplc, w'herc experience 
teaches us w'e have no juft grounds to expedt any fuitable returns ? 

It cannot be tcxi often repeated, that we ought to be cautious of curb- 
ing in any degree the inclinations of the natural born fubjedts in regard 
to commerce j or of damping that fpirit and application to trade, on which 
is founded the opulerice of this nation, and its ftrength and influence as 
a maritime power. And wbilft intereft is the great incentive to human 
addons, and particularly adtions of this kind, I think it is apparent that 
the more we interpofe to countenance foreigners in commercial dc*- 
ligns, in cafes not demonftrably beneficial to this country ; the more we 
deprefs the fpirits of our own merchants, who confefledly do advance the 
intereft of the nation: and this dilcouragement may extend not only in 
regard to their being deprived of thofe profits w'hich immediately accrue 
from the fliare fuch naturalized foreigners have«in their trade, but alfo 
a jealouly of being intirely fupplanted in the courfe of time. 
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May it not be qucftioned what prejudices would this nation receive, 
if no naturalized iubjedt till he has refided here feven years, nor the cliil- 
dfen bom abroad of perfons already naturalized, their parents not having, 
lived in his majefly’s dominions for the fame number of years, were re- 
ceived abroad as factors or merchants in common with native born fub- 
je<5ts ? If it can be demonftrated that fuch prejudice will be greater than 
any that can be proved on the other fide the queftion, there is no room 
for a debate; but if it can be made appear that it is only equal, the fcalfc, 
we may expert, will turn in favour of the native fubje€t ; much more 
if the prejudice is againfi: the latter; for this plain reafon that the national 
and mercantile intereft are but two words for the fame thing. The impar- 
tial reader will confider the argument, not the writer, if I am fufpedred 
of intereft where I have no other view than national benefit ; yet the rerd 
truth can receive no diminution. I hope that will be done which is moil 
for the intereft of my country, be it what it will. 


PART 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


The author leaves St. Petersburg in July 1750. 


A fuccinSl vieve of the 


empress’,? palace at peterhoff, and the road t 
account of c r o n s t A d t and the Russian navy. 
REVEL and its trade., with rejlcclions on the intern: 


0 it. A particular 
A defeription of 
‘ent of human bodies 


in churches. 


The author pur fues his voyage to DANXi^iG. 


T he frequent difappointments which had for forne time prevented 
my returning to my native country, incrcafcd my willies for the 
happy hour which at length arrived. I had already travelled 
through LivoNi.A, and the reports concerning courland not iaipiring 
me with the curio fity of feeing it, I therefore refolved to embark ni a 
fmall fliip for d a n t z i g , 

]uly the ptli, I left St. p.etersburg, and travelling near the banks of 
th« NEVA, for the mod: part in a fandy road, I palfcd by the palace, of 
ST.RELNA MUSA, whicli is about 20 werfts from St. Petersburg. It 
/lands on an eminence, and commands an extenfive view o/ the gulph 
of FJNLAjMDj near the mouth of the neva. 'This was intended to be a 
more and elegant building than peterhoffj the gardens alfo were 
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laid out in, a magnificent tafle, but the death of i-kteu the great, to- 
gether with the badnefs of the foundation of this edifice, put a fiop to tlie 
profecution of the defign : from thence to PETKKHOFi' is i werfts. The 
prefent empress has cauied many of her courtiers to build couiitry houtes 
on the fouth fide of the road, wiiicli render the face of the country more 
agreeable. Among thefe the houfe and gardens of baron woli i- arc mofi: 
diflinguifhcd for extent, beauty, and convenience. Thcfc country lEAtics 
are for the moft p^ut built of wood, and very little exj^cnce is bcli'nvcd 
on the gardens; the foil alfo in general is landy, id that the 
makes bitt a faint itnprefiioit on travellers. 


pETERiioi'i', as left by peter the grea'p, was but a mean build.- 
ing; the prefent empress has enlarged and beautified it very mucli. 

I lUiVc h.card the waterworks compared to thole of vkksaili. rs, with 
this tiiilincVion, that the vraters of PETEKno.'-'F arc fweer. I'his palace 
being firuated on an cnfinence on the u>uth fide of the gnlpli of fix- 
.f.AN n, commands an extenfive profpevh of die as-ater ; it allb takes in the 
bland of c ROM ST AD T, about fix Julies to the r.ordi wefl. 'Fhc Sorell: of 
malls, which appear from tire bafojts in that ifiand, during she fusnmer 
icafonj cnlivcEiS the profpcbl, and gives tire idea of a iiourishing commerce. 
'.Fhcrc is a great variety of fcones in PicxEHnoFF ; but as the v are moldy 
(,>u a ilcad fiat, and tlic v. alks ntadc of land ; this garden of fo great a po- 
tentate is incomparably Ihort of a stetley or a rkamma.m and many" 
others of equal beauty in E^T^!.A;^^D. From hence to ome / c.v?; aux is a- 
bout 5 werlls: here the celebrated prince MEN'2!K:oF.r inhedfited the palace 
wliich is lately fitted up for the great duke. Several of iny friends having 


obliged me with their company thus far, I took my leave of them, and 
palling the gulph where it Is about five miles broad, I .arrived at cron- 

STADT. 


Here I was detained for fcveral da^'S bv foul winds and tcmnefi.uous 

V - 1 

weather, not common at this feafon, fo that I had an opportunity of 
examining one of the grcatell curiofities in the world of its kind, which 
is the dry dock, contrived* by peter the great. This work, by the 

* Seats in v o r ks « i r 

length 



r68 the AUTHOR’S VOYAGE FROM Tart IIL 

letigth of time it has been in hand, and the alterations made by the dif- 
ferent directors of it, muft have created a large expence. It reaches a- 
bout 700 fathoms, is 60 feet broad at the bottom, 80 feet at *the top, 
and 40 feet deep, having flood-gates in different parts : it is intended to 
receive fourteen fliips of the line of battle, to build or repair them dry, and 
afterwards float them off. There is a grand refervoir, which was then 
almofl dug 1 8 feet lower than the docks, and conl'cquently is near 60 feet 
deep ; and yet, to my great flirprize, there were no Iprings which incom- 
moded the workmen. It is about 600 feet long, and 300 broad, and 
will contain about 16,000 cubical fathoms of w'ater, each fathom of 
340 cubical feet, which at 6 i gallons each, make 140,317 tuns. The 
Rone which was employed in forming this dock being found exceeding 
-^rifliable, they now ufe a kind of flint, which has been iatcly difeover- 
ed on the ifland, than which nothing can be more durable to all ap- 
peai’ance. 

The RUSSIAN naval power, which was carried to a great height 
fo early as the reign of pkter the preat, appears to be fuflicicnt 
for all the purpofes of that empire,; ;Rnd capable of fupporting their 
new conquefls on the baltick, fhbuld the swedes ever attempt to 
retake them by a naval power; though 1 believe the friendfliip of the 
BRITISH nation, as a maritime power, is no unpleafing circumRance to 
RUSSIA upon this very account. Their fleet confiRs of 25 Riips of the 
line, and 15 bombketebes, firefliips and frigates, of about 30 guns each, 
of which the greateft part are kept in repair ; and one, two, or three 
capital fliips are built and launched every year at St. Petersburg : but 
what gives a great weight to their naval Rrength, is the numbers of their 
gallics, which carry from 100 to 300 men, of which only 6 or 8 are 
f.illors. Tbefc arc proper for the baltick: in the fummer; and as they 
drav/ but little water, they are formidable obje<R*s on an enemy’s coaR, as 
tlie SWEDES experienced in their war witli rETi:R the great. The 
RUSSIAN’S are computed to have near 10,000 feamen, of which above 
half generally live at croxstadt, and when employed as carpenters, 
/ar Rbdut fliip afjfliirs, are allow’ed provifions, and ten copeeks a day. The 

harbour 
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harbour or wet dock, intended for the crown Ihips, will contain- 80 men 
of war, and in that for the trade 250 merchant flnpb can be moored; 
but thti latter having the deeped water, is oftentimes prefcrvcd for the 
large iliips of war. 

The ifiand of crokstadt is near 15 miles In circumference^ but very 
barren; the town is computed to have near 25,000 inhabitants, includ- 
ing foldicrs and Tailors : hcfidcs this there arc only two or three Unall 
villages for fifliermen. Here is a palace built by peter the great, .nid 
about 25 large brick houfes, but the fupport of them being expenlive, 
they arc left uninhabited. In this place peter the great had fornicd 
a plan of fixing the trade, and defgned to cut a canal near 20 miles 
h^ng on the fouth fide of the gulph, which would have palTed througli 
the garden of strelna musa. The intent of this was to provide a 
fafe pifagc for luirks loaded with the commodities of this country. 
Ho\vcvcr th.is projecl wa.s hardly pradlicahlc, for it would be dangerous for 
huge and luav, y loaden barks to crofs from oren jenbaun iocronstadt ; 
but the comiuou rcafon aillgned for this great prince’s declining this fcheme 
is, that it would liave preventeil his breeding up the feamen, w-lio are now 
condantly cmplcycd during the fiunmer feafon in navigating decked velfcib 
loaden with mcrchandi/.e from St. Petersburg to ckonstadt. 

Tl he i 5!:ia, the wind becoming fair, I embarked on the mar f a constan- 
Ti A, a fnaU catch belonging to dantzig, and after the ordinary ccremo- 
nics of Icarcliiiv:; the <hip, .nul calling over the pafTports, we v. ere buffered 
to denavr. The next day we advanced the height of hoglano, obferving 
the Icvcral inands and rocks on the eint-axo Ihore. being alnioll: calm, 
we had a \'iew' of fiic llland the wliole day : there are but few parts of it 
canab'lc of cultivation ; however it has a fmcill number of inhabitants on the 
call cnaO:, as alio on the^wed, wlio are all mifcrably poor. The Russian 
dfct being then at fea, a Hoop belonging to the crown came out with us to 
examine if all the buoys and flags in the low water foundings, were in 
proper order. 

.• ■ 

The j-UTriERAN feamen, as well as others of that religion, are great 
advocates for pfalm linginff. I obferved they modulate their voices to a 
VojL. n. Y ■ tone 
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tone confiftent with pious thoughts, without that extravagant vociferation 
pradlii'cd in fome churches among proteilants, and very contrary to the 
burlefque devotion of thofe who make a difeordant babbling withaut fing- 
ing at all. This feems to be a reproacli to wealthy paridiioneVs, in 
wiiofe breafl: it is to redlify this abufe, by giving money to teach young 
perfons to ling. In the fevcral voyages I had made, this was the firft 
in which I dilcovered any marks of piety among fcamen : the ftrongeft 
profellion they generally make of the being of a God, is that of fwear- 
ing by his name, 

Tlte uneailncfs I fuftcred by the fea licknefs, made' me rejoice at the fight 
of itEvEL, tilt; capital of Estonia, where the mailer was engaged to 
touch. The i8th in the morning w'c went on fhore, and were condud:- 
cd to vice- admiral bause, commander of the port, of whom, accord- 
ing to cuilom, it was necell'ary to alk pcrmillion to enter the town. 
This place, whicJi is 50 leagues dillarice from St. Petersburg, fubmit- 
ted to PETER the GREAT, by capitulation in Odober 1710. The plague 
had then raged with lucli fury, that of 50,000 inhabitants, not 000 
remained to receive their conquerors. The Russians did not immediate- 
ly enter the city, thoufands of dead bodies being yet unburied. This 
place having thus fuhmitted by capitulation, is taxed only with the fup- 
port of a garril'on of 5000 foldicrs with quarters, and 3000 fcamen, with 
quarters, fire and candle, which may be reckoned an expence of four 
rubles a man Within the walls arc about 600 houfes, containing near 
8oeo fouls : the people leem to be formal 'and rclerved, but live iu fuch 
great eafe and fccurity, that tliey might llcep with their doors open. In- 
dufiry prevails fo much here, that I was in more than one private family 
where they fpun, dyed, and manufadured both in cotton and wool. 
Befides the number of inhabitants alrcavdy mentioned, there is a large 
fubvirb indifierently %vell peopled. * 

This was formerly a free town, and one of the greatell ports on the 
BALTIC, NARVA being its only competitor. The Russians then brought 
the produce of their own country, as well as that of Persia to this mar- 

^ Atooanti to C-Sook 


ket. 
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ket. The houfes, which are of the tnoft durable mateiials, feem all 
prepared for the reception of merchandize, the liril apartment into which 
one enters, appearing to be a large warehoule. The trade of this town 
at prefent is but fmall. The country abounds in corn, of which they 
have generally great magazines. They have formerly exjjovtcd 1 4,000 
lafts, or 28,000 tuns enc lish, of all forts of grain, which, at a mode- 
rate computition, is worth 20 rubles a laft. The swedes uied to take 
off great quantities, but fmcc the laft war, and the jealoufy which lub- 
fifted between the two crowns, during the fpace of three years, 
had made no file for exportation, except for the ufe of the Russian 
army. They have alfo exported 2 or 3000 fcliippounds ' of hemp and 
llax. The llax coming from about dorp t is equal to that of mari- 

ENBURG. 

The imports of this town confift in about 300,000 rubles value in 
piece-goods and other neceffarics for the confumption of the town and 
province. Alfo about 2000 lafts, or 6000 tuns of fdt, which is con- 
fumed in the province for curing meat and lilb, and eaten with bread, 
according to the csiflorn of the poorer fort of people. The price of lab: 
varies in proportion to tlic quality and quantity, from 33 to 44 dollars, of 
80 copeeks '* per latl of 1 8 barrels, and in thefe dollars they keep tlieir 
accounts. The fait of tvica'' is fo much fuperior in colour as well as 
in ftrength, as to be 1 5 per cent, heavier in weight tlian tlie fait of se- 
TUVAL and the grain 16 large, and produces fo ftrong a brine, as to 
be 30 per cent, better in pricer. They have alfo Inlt from die illand of 
MAYO ^ and from CAGLiARfo’i the laft in ftrength is equal to that of 
LISBON or SETUVAL, but otlierwifc much inferior. 

Great part of this city ftands upon an eminence, and commands an 
cxtenllvc profped, particularly towards the lea. The ftreets are neither 
broad nor regular : the houfes are lofty, having fteep roofs to carry off 

* Ihts weight is itbout 7 per cent, better than the russias berquevitz. ** Three 
and fixpence. ® An ifiand in the mbditbrramean, near Majorca. * A town in 

roRTuoAt, vulgarly wrote St, usJs, * One of the caps db verb ilbnds. Capital 

of SARDINIA. 
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the fnow. The city is defended by outworks, a mote, and a wall a- 
bout 6 feet tliick, and 40 high, with turrets every 60 or 80 yards j the 
wails fccin to be very antient. This town is governed by ti^? land 
KATU, compoied of the governor of the tow'n, and twelve gentlemen 
or noblemen, who are a kind of fenatc. Thefe take cognizance of all 
matters relatiiig to the province and to the nobility, and determine all 
iuits by a majoi Ity of voices ; but there is a liberty of appeal to the col- 
lege of iuliice in St. pete Rscuito. 

The affairs of the town arc governed by a magiftracy compofed of 
four hurgo-niallers, tltree fccrctarics, and fourteen raagillrates. T'he 
town houic is an antient building, but contains nothing remarkable ex- 
cept fo’nc p;iintings which are in great efteem, as the judgment of Solo- 
mon, Sc. JOHN the baptift 'oeheaded, the trial ot susanna, and our fa- 
viour's f.utciicc of the adulterefs. The city mulic, confiding of lix hands, 
entertains the populace from the windows of tiji.s building every fuoday 
and thurfday, ffotn 11 to 1 2 at noom 

Here are four Lutheran churches for the citizens, and one for the 
pjcafants of the adjacent country j alfo two greek; churches for the ufe of 
the RUSSIANS, whofe number however is not great. Tlie largell and 
mod fuperb edifice is the great church of St. olaus, the antiquity of 
which I could not learn : the many changes this province has utuiergone 
have dcltroved their records. The only ornaments of it arc a few mo- 
numents anti enfigns of honour of feveral noblemen and gentlemen oi~ 
the province who had been interred in the church. This is alfo the com- 
tnon burial place for a great part of the town, of which 1 had a very 
fenlibie proof, in the offendve flench that arofe from the pavement, 
'fbe dones over the vaulted fepulchres Were of a prodigious lize, fo that 
ihey were rnodly broken. The citizens of revel arc extremely tenacious 
of theii’ refpcclive properties in the vaults, and entertain a fupedlitious 
reverence for the church, as a repofitory of the dead. I could not help 
expoflulating with my friend who conduided me, on the grofs^ abfurdiry 
of injuring die living for the fake of the dead* or rather that the living 
injure themfelvcs, from a foolilh pride, or mere fenfelefs fupefflltioii. It 

k 
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IS however too common to fee men Haves of cuftom, violating the free- 
dom of their own minds in a fond prefumption of enjoying diftint'Hons 
above the vulgar, even after death. The antients had their facred groves 
for tlie interment of the dead, which is a cuOrom yet obferved in the 
eaft, as I have had occafion to mention. Mr. thomas clayhili.s, a 
conllderable perfon in this place, and the only English merchant, en- 
tertained me with great hofpitality and politenefs, during my fliort abode 
in this city, which was only one day. 


Tlic 19th, we reiinbarked, with a gentle gale at north call, and ad- 
vancing about four leagues, wc paffed by kocovjkoff, which has an 
open entrance and deep w'atcr, proper for (hips of war ; thefe are advan- 
tages REVEL docs not enjoy, for which rcalon the Russians talk of 
makirag their ch.ief harbour in this place, Init it will require a confider- 
ablc cxpcnce of timber. The 20th we rcaclied the height of Gotland: 
this illand is about 70 miles long and 20 broad in the middle part, fai- 
lin'? near to a point at botli ends. It luis 18 towns and villages about lour 
miles diilauce from each other: it belongs to the swedes, and was for- 


merlv very rich, but lias in time of war been often plundered by their 
enemies ; k; that the inhabitants are not in the moil; tiouriihing condition. 


Th.e 22d, wc palled by the Russian fleet in the night. The next day 
wc had hard gales of wind j I was furprized that the mafter kept no ac- 
ct>unt of his run, but he always guelTed right when we (hould fall in with 
any particular land. The 24th in the moniing, having run near 200 
leagues from St. pi; i ers^urg, we happily rurived in the vis i ula. 


c Ti A p. xxvnr. 

retucrkahlc occuvrtncc (it the tuouii) of Vistula. Jljhoyt acevunt 
.DANTZIG, pirticiiliirly the great lut ueran church, the arjenal, and 
fortljication, RefkSIions on the conduSi of count Munich at dant/.ic. 

A t the mouth of the Vistula wc f.iw a frigate of 2,0 guns,, be- 
longing to the crown of Sweden, the capt'^in of which had tliat 

morning 
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morning thought proper to oblige die mafler of an English merchant 
Ihip to ftrike the pendant which he wore. Tlie inalfer thought this an ar- 
rogant impeitinence of the swede, and acquainted all the other malfcrs 
of the ENGLISH veflels with what had pafled ; upon which dicy all let 
pendants dy in defiance of the swede. He perhaps was more in the 
right r.ot to contend with them, than our people to trillc with a tliliinc- 
tion which is the prerogative of the nation ; I mean the refpedl paid the 
royal ihips of great Britain, as diflinguifiicd by pendants. I could 
not help rcfieiVmg upon what little incidents national animofities often a- 
riic, and how critical fome conjundures are, in which a right juilgmcnt 
is required, that authority may neither be defpifed, nor Ifraineil bet'ond 
ifs due limits. After a ftormy night and extreme fea ficknefs, I took my 
Icav'c of the fliip with great fati.^fadion, in order to purfue my journey 
by land. The Vistula has two branches up to dantzig, of whicli 
the dcepell is formed into a canal, ami machines are employed to decjien 
it by removing the mud } but veflels drawing more than lo ’ feet mull: 
load at die mouth of the river. There is a cafUe about two English 
miles from the town, which in itfclf does not appear to be llrong, tbougli 
the fiiallownels of the water, and the boom which is fet every night, 
nnhver the purpofe of defence for wliicli it was intciulcd. Fi'om the 
cafclc wc wciit u}) to tile town in a tkix'K scu-uyte, which plies at 
Jlatccl hofirs. 

The lioufcs in DAMiornc arc for the nioft part of five dories, which 
makes the ilreets appear the narrower, cfpecialiy as fbc entrance into the 
houfes is by lour or five ilonc Heps, and a balcojiy, both which make a 
piojcition of ten or twelve feet, ‘fliey are very antient and ftrong, and 
prclcrved clean, after the mcinncr of die Hollanders, though with Icfs 
nicety; the number and clcannci;, of' their glafs-windows, liave an cle- 


o 


gain cifccl. Mafiy of the ihectr ate planted wiiii v/iid chelivut- trees a- 
bout 30 feet Iiigh, wliich by the fjrrcadir.g of the leaf atVord an agree- 
able fiidtcr. Thcfe trees arc: well knov/a to have a large white flower, 
which pyiamlrtica!, and makes a very agreeable appearance*: hut the 
inhabitants are more agreeable than the lioiifes. The. women arc much 
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like the English in their ftature, countenance and air : they have tlie 
reputation of being handfome, and indeed they arc as much fo as any I 
have feen, except thofe whom they moft rclemhle. The bad ones make 
a market of their beauty in the word; manner in the neighbouring coun- 
tries, where tiiey are remarkably eminent in a profeflion which is apt to 
convert beauty into deformity, and health inio dilcafe. Women of didinc- 
tion atTedl the manner of the poles, fo that the mod refpeclful way of 
fainting a lady, is to kifs her hand, if one doCvS not chtife to go lb low 
as the hem of her pettycoat, as pradtifed by tJie common polks. Thus 
what is politenefs here, is an affront at Naples, as tlic young gkrman 
lately experienced, whofe wig was ruffled by die fair hand of a lady. 

In this place is an English fadtory. I was received with great marks 
of kindnefs and hofpitality by Mr. gilbert Roberts, and his nephew 
Mr. WILLIAM ROBERTS, and with no lefs politenefs by Mr. gisson, 
who was lately charged with the affairs of the British court. They 
live here much after the manner of England, and have regular clubs. 
I was very agreeably lodged in the begine strass, at a houfe frequented 
by feveral perfons of tlic bed didindlion, where we were often entertain- 
ed with POLISH mufic performed by jews. 

It is cafy to obferve a republican fpirit prevail in this great trading city, 
and fomc efforts have been made to eftablilli this form of government; 
but the protedtion of the crown of Poland, under which it now is, 
and the aniniofities and intrigues of fome of the citizens, nitiicr throw 
them back than advance them in this pohit. I found the people here in 
great difeord, occafioned by Ibme arbitrary mcafures of the magiffracy, 
which had been oppolcd by the burghers. The referring the affair to 
the court at Warsaw would infallibly fubjedl both parties to a heavy ex- 
pence, and weaken tha& degree of independency which they had long 
enjoyed k As this city Inrs been more than once* in danger of becoming 
die prey of a conqueror, fuch feuds are lb much more to the diilionour 
of the inhabitants. ^ 

* This aSair was at length fettled, but not without ths expence of fomc dioa&nrfs. 



17(’ A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF DANTZIG. Part lit 

Tliis town is above three knglish miles in circumference, and well 
Ibi tlficd with lofty works, atid a double ditch of water j the part where 
it's weaked on the welt iide, can be eafily laid under water.. Thcfe 
^^orks require I2 or 1500 men to perform the common duty of a 
guard ; but the town at preient cafinot afford above 700. By the civil 
behaviour of theie f>ldiers to Grangers, one may eafily obferve a dillinai- 
on between troops in the immediate pay of citizens, and of thofe under 
crowned heads. 

Among the curiolitics which cngages.1 my attention moil, was the gseat 
i.uriiKRAN church, which they reckon to be above 3 ®*^ years oid. T he 
wars of orRMANV which at Uaigth edablinied proteffantilm in this city, 
have not however much changed the face of this church, far it was a- 
oveed bv treaties to leave it in the iame mannei as in tiic times of pijpe- 
ry, as to crucifixes, images, and pldUircs, ^cc. I hey di w a very cu 
rious piece of painting; 0,1 wood, being a reprefentation of the rcfvu rcc- 
tion, done by van i:yck, about tiic year 1400. It is much admired 
by all connoiffeurs, particularly for tlie hands and laces. They fay it 
is one of the hrll performances in oil colours: the colouring, by the 
ih-ength of the variiifa, is yet perfcA, and fo delicate that it will bear 
the niced infpedlion. Our Saviour is heic reprefented in judgment, 
with the fwoi'd of juftice, and tiic laurel of peat:e. On eacoi ii<tc of 
him arc ranged the apoftles j and IkIow him, as upon the cartfi, the 
archanncl ajich akl in armour, fupporting a ballance. On the fide which 
preponderates, is a man with his throat cut, on tlie other the perpetrator 
of tills aid, whom the devils arc ready to receive. T hey arc fuppofed to 
have been two brotlicrs, evho were botli painters, and that envy induced 
one to deilroy the other. On the right fide of the archangel Mtcii ael 
a, ovI:c blcffccl of whom a gre .t number arc entering in proccnion into tlic 
<r.n,e:. of heaven, reprefented by all the mod enlivened cmbelHfhments of 
arcb.it ciln re. Tiie angeis*ai'c hovering over the architraves of the cohimtis; ' 
the fbreiiity of the countenances on one fide, and on the other the horror 
and tiefpair, with tlie variety of figures of devils in hideous forms, ren- 
der this piece very cntcitaining. 

^ The 
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Tlie arfenal contains a good colledtion of arms, but as nioft piaces 
of the like nature, it has alfo many which arc old and ufelefs. They 
pretend .to be mafters of 1 50 large brafs cannon, of whicli I faw foms 
faid to weigh each 1 5,000 lbs. The arms of this city are two croifes un- 
der a ducal crown fupportcd by two lions. 

Within the double works which defend the town, is a fpacious walk, 
and a road for coaches j my curiofity carried me to the exterior parts to 
view the hillock, under which are depoilted the bodies of near 5000 
RUSSIANS, who in one moniing fell by an obftinate attack commanded 
by count MUNICH. The dantzigers in 1734, having elpculed the 
caufe of STANISLAUS in his competition with Augustus elector of sax- 
on y, procured a garrilbn of foreign troops to the number of 10,000 
men. General lacy, who commanded the Russian troops which 
were fent in behalf of Augustus, knew the lituation of the town, and 
that the point in view by no means required a great hazard of the Rus- 
sian army, as the dantzk^ers muil neccffarily fubinit and abandon 
STANISLAUS, The count however reprefented lacy to the russiaiN 
court as timorous and inaflive, and dc/lrcd the command of the army, 
engaging to take t’ne town immediately he was accordingly font thitlier, 
and made the attack with as great tur)'', as he dl<l afterwards in the Tur- 
kish war at otczakow. In this attack at dantzic be was not con- 
ilraincd by any neceflity, as in the other caie : without tiic lead breacli Ite- 
ing ihade, he marched liis men over a ditch agaijift a work near 3 0 feet 
high, ulmoU perpendicular, and againtl a numerous and well ordered gar- 
rifon i^fo that of a very confidcrabic body only about half a dozen men ever 
mounted the rampart, and tliefe were driven back immediately, the ditch 
being filled v/itli dead bodies. This general lias performed many feats of 
arms, and acquired a dillinguiflied reputation ; but it is generally thought 
he wanted one quality which is cflcntiai to the charaiicr of a great geneial, 
as well as a great man, I mean humanity and tendernefs for his foldicsv;. 
They fay that s r anxsl aus was fo much alarmed at thefe fierce attacks, th.at 
he was ap^rehenfivc of falhng into the hands of the enemy, and that an 

VoL. 11. Zf old 
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old POLISH lord obtained a pafs for himfelf and his lady of tlie Russi- 
an general, and then gave it to the king, to whom he committed the 
care of his wife, by which means Stanislaus made his efcape ‘without 
interruption. 

ly- — ■ A- , . ■ _ 

CHAP. XXIX. 

Af general of tbs trade of dantzig. T’be nature of their imports 
and exports. An account of the coinSy 'weights and meafures in ufe in 
that city. 

T he moft confiderable part of the trade of dantzig conhils in 
corn, which the POL ANDERS bring down the Vistula in large 
ilruzes or barks, which carry in bulk about ?o tuns English. Thefe 
barks generally come down annually in very plentiful years to the number 
of 1600. They reckon by lafts of ii English quarters j the grain is 
fmail, but the red fort often fells for j8o polish gilders the laft, and rye 
about half this value. As thefe cargoes are often expofed to the weather, 
it is a cuflom to fpread their fails on the banks of the river, and dry 
tlieir corn on tliem. They alfo export bees wax annually to near 1 000 
fehippounds, for which they often get tlie price of 300 gilders per fcliip- 
pound. Narrow linnens of about 2 1 inches broad, and facking of dif- 
ferent qualities for bags and iinbalage, are aUb exported to a great amount 
alfo pot-alli weed adi "'y and pearl-alh, this lall is calcined, and takes its 
name from its colour. Pipe-flavcs are ahb a confiderable article, and oak- 
plank, of which the greated: part is 4 inches thick, 16 to 20 inches broad, 
.^nd 50 feet long This fpecies of timber will iiot (land the weadier fo 
v/ell as ENGLISH oak, but under the water is etleemed equal. 

They import iron from Sweden, to the quantity of' 1500 or 2000 
tuns, but ot the woollens and other manufatlures of England, an 
inconlidcrable tiuantity The laws of conirncrce are very ftridf to pre- 

^^SdiT!C Tiy near loo.cool. ] SoU then 50 f. ptrr fchippciind. Sold at zi ^ 

ixu/tl of 360 lbs. « Of this near 30^000!. value. ^ice vol. I. p. 56. 


vent 
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vent one foreigner from felling to another, oi- to rtHIl to -my oUier burgh- 
er than to the perfon he bought of, which mutl; iteccll;n-ily cramp the 
trade very much. Peter the great made a law to the fame pur- 
pofe for‘ St. PETERSBURG, and it is yet unrepcaled ^ but the government 
knows very well, that to inforce the execution mail he extremely preju- 
dicial, and contrary to the maxims of all wife ftates. Eveji in dant- 
zic. in the timt of the fair, which fell out during my day, all ranks 
and degrees of people are admitted free, to fell what, and to whom they 
pleafe. 

Poland abounds in jews, faid to be of the tribe of bentamin; 
whatever tribe they arc of, they appear as defpicable as any people in 
the world ; yet their acutenefs and induftry have given them an cftablUh- 
ment, in which it is the intereft both of the lords and the clergy to dip- 
port them ; for the trade which they carry on enables them to pay an in- 
tereft of lo per cent, per annum for large fums. 

They keep their accounts here in gilders, grofeh and phennigen, a 
ducat palling for 8 gilders 6 grofeh. 

THE CURRENT MONEY HERE IS 

3 Shillings, or i8 pliennigen — — — i grofeh. 

3 Grofeh — — > — . — I ditkin. 

2 nitkins — ■ — — — — 1 fjxer. 

3 Sixers — — •— — - — •— - — i lymph. 

. yl Grofeh — — — — — ~ « — { ach de lialbcr, 

4 Ach de halbcrs — — . — j gilder. 

A current dollar is 3 gilders, and a Ipccie dollar 4 gilders. 

Here are alfo half, whole, 2 gilders, and 4 gilders pieces, of which 
the lad is a french crown of lew^is XlVk edeemed die bad money 
current, when they have not been in the hands of the jews. Polish 
coin fells frcim i to 2 per cent, advance. The exchange is ufually 
to 290 grofeh per pound flemish banco. Koeningseuko dr.uvs in 
current money, i per mil, according to cudom, being deduiled. 

Z 2 
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WEIGHT IN DANT 2 IG. 

32 Lotc — — I pound. 

24 Pounds — * -— I Eiiall ftone. ■ 

‘ 34 Dittos — — I large ditto. 

J20 Dittos •— — r* I centner. 

320 Dittos — r Ichippound^ or 2 J hundreds English. 

The weight is there 4 per cent- lighter than tlie English. A laft of 

corn is 60 lliefFelt, but of malt 90. 

Long measure. 

1 2 Inches — — I foot. 

2 Feet —r- — — I cU, 

102 EllsDANr2ia make 50 ells English. 

6 Dittos 5 BRABANT clls. 

The whole amount of the %ade here is ordinarily computed twelve 
millions of current dollars, on which the duties are about 7 or 8 per 
cent. One half is called the revenues of the crown, the other the pro- 
perty of the city. This duty is paid in alberts rix dollars of 4 gilders. 


CHAP. XXX. 

author leaves dantzig, and travels through Pomerania to 

BERLIN. 

TJT AVING palled a week agreeably in dantzig and provided a 
X Jl chariot, I took leave of my friends. The territories of this city 
weftward extend between 2 and 3 german miles ’’ : I paffed by the 
convent of oliva, which is two miles from dantzig, and famous for 
the treaty of 1660, when Charles gustavus*^ of Sweden had made 
a eonqueft of almoft alt Poland ‘’i The country thus far is agree- 

? Thefe computed german miles are in fome places 4, in others 5 miles encxisb : the miles 
which I mention in the profecutlon of this work are CEasrAM utiles. ^ liis-fpn char,«-xs X!I[. 

;)|Ktdc the' pe^ juft af^x the death of his fatbm’. 

^iJdIcjpi 
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able, though the foil feems to be very mean. We paffed through a fmall 
fra£t of POLISH Prussia, where the road is exceeding bad, and the in- 
habitants poor to a degree of mifery. 

At DUNEMORSE, whicli is five miles from dantzig, wc entered 
PRUSSIAN POMERANIA, whcrc the face of things begins to change 
much for the better. From thence we travelled on to wutzen, five 
miles farther : from thence we advanced into Prussian pome rani a to 
Luppow, and palling through fcveral forefls of Ihrub oaks, we proceed- 
ed three miles further to stolpe. This Js a fmall citv, but full of 
houfes, and furrounded with corn and meadow lands, where the inha- 
bitants leem to wear their chains with great chearfulnef- and elegance. 
The common people have a little fmattering of the PitENCii language. 
In this place were quartered three fquadrons, each of lOO hussars. In 
entering, as well as going out of this town,. I was queftioned from 
whence I came, my bufinefs, and whe;:© I was going : this is pradlifed 
to all travellers in all the towns through the Prussian dominions} and 
as it is performed in a regular manner, it ferves, among other good poli- 
tics, to fupport a greater fenfe of watchfulnefs and military difeipline. 

From STOLPE to schlave is three miles, over an open pleafant 
country of arable lands indifferently well inhabited} but the foil through 
all this country is I'andy, fo that it can produce but llender crops. The 
peafants however enjoy the advantage of working their lands with Idfs 
labour. In this place were quartered loo hussars. 

From SCHLAVE to coeslin is five miles, the road being agreeable in all 
pefpeils except the fands. This place was not many years lince burpr 
down, and is now rebuilt with elegance and regularity, but with great par- 
limony, which indeed the circumftanccs of the people render abfolutcly 
uecefl^y. In the marlset place is a ffone ftatue of the late king. From^ 
CCeslin to KOERLiN IS three miles, and thence to pinnow four. 

The zd of Auguft 1 arrived at neugerten, 4 miles further; here 
I found no tiUSSARs as in* the other towns, but a company of dragoons. 
The weather was difagreeably hot, or my iheUSationa %to«ld have eairied 

nne 
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me to STETIN, the trade of which is conGider^bly increafed fitiqe thf: 
prefent king came to the throne. Merchandise is from thence carried 
up the ODER to BRESLAU and other places. I left it about five miles tQ. 
the fouth weft, and palling through massou, I travelled four loiig miles 
to STARGARD, the metropolis of Prussian Pomerania. In this place 
there is a cathedral church of great antiquity, built of brick : there are 
alfo three reformed churches, irt one of which the fervlce is perfornied 
in FRENCH every funday. Here all appeals are made by the feveral dif- 
tridts of die country, not under the immediate jurifdidlion of the magif* 
tracies of die different towns. In tins place was quartered a regiment 
of infantry, commanded by prince mau rice d’anhalt, which made 
a fine appearance. From thence to pvritz is three miles. This town 
is furrounded by an antient fortification, and has a very large brick 
church i here were quartered five companies of the Brunswick re- 
giment. 

The ^d, I arrived at K.OENINSBURG, a fmall tovvn on the ode r, it 
has a very pompous church, embelliftied by the late king at a confider- 
able expence, with a fine organ, and feveral images of the apoftles and 
angels. From thence I travelled three miles to angermund, palling 
over the oder on a bridge of timber. On the north bank is a ftately 
palace and garden of the margrave of schwedt, with a very neat town 
of die fame name adjacent. The avenue to the bridge and town is thrown 
up between meadow lands, paved and planted on each fide with willows, 
as the other fide is with wild chefnuts, which intercept thfe view of corn 
and tobacco fields. Near this place I pafted by the bodies of two male- 
fadors who had been broken on the wheel: I obfcrvqd near every town 
a gallows ereded on an eminence; but the good governtnefit of tlp$ 
country renders executions very rare. 

The palace of the margrave makes the more ftfiking figure, as it is 
©nly objed which has the appearance ®f grandeur or tafte, in :||ie road 
quite frqpt DANTziG ; for in this country, men of family ah<i 
flock to^ court, and the great article of apiculture, i^ 

their fuppQ|^^£derives no improvement from then 
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The 4th, I went from angermund to neust eberswald, three 
miles : the roads are extremely heavy with fand. From thence to ber- 
nao three miles: here, as in neust* jiberswald, were five companies 
of foldiers. This Jail place has a ^^ry large church built with brick, 
faid to be 800 yitlrs .:Fron|*^^|RNAU to Berlin is three miles j 
near this capital die face of iiiipr<^es, but in no eminent degree ; 

here arc no inipleCttfi^vto tlie^rpl^ia, nor foil to exhibit that 

perpetual verdure vvhi^; BN GLi^|tp‘jSsn|Q^ dantzig to Berlin 

is 57 german miles, w^ich are to 250 Eng- 

lish miles. 


C p A P. XXXl. 

The (author arrives f?/ berli'n. Great preparaiio)is for amuf cm ent. Several 
learned men at the pRussiAn court. A jhort account f the palace. The 
king's library and cabinet of ciirlojities. Romish chapel. Palace of 

^' 1 '"' H E entrance into Berlin is airy and clegant| the ftreets arc regular 
JL and clean, and the houfes uniform. In going towards tlie pa- 
lace on the PON T-NEUFi or new bridge of Itofie whibh is over die 
SPREE, is the etjuefiriaa Ratuc of Frederick, william die great, 
which is efie^Tied 4 of cx^^uifitc \yqrkmanfliip j k was crefted by 
BREnBRick; who alfo built the |%lace, the magnifi- 
cence of which A foldicr attended me froth i fiidvj-iates 

to my lodging, adcording to cuftom, in order to examiine 

Ahipi^lE^ the id^fm^kind, eipecially coiif ^ great towns, 

fumri{^d,.tp fiiid.' city,, full of-.bufy, ;pl4a^h4;^oun«sh|iices. 

ibini^iii^|ipcd:acles for ithq.^erkiktainmait qf 
who is raafffSl^||i& eldeft.fi fter, 
and margrave of 8CHWEJ®I^4Sirho is married to 

his fourth fifter j aieS'^l^feiesC^aces and their conldrlP^e the king’s 


There 
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Tiiere were feveral perfons here whole fatne forleaiiiing and pdfite 
tei ature lias beeri ipread over E u rope : amoTig tliefe was vbk¥ ^ire, 
whofc allegiance as a lubjebt, the king of prince has yicldigd to h& 
PRUSSIAN majefty. The liberal praifes he had beftowed on the English. 
nation were now fuppreiTed, as not likely to advance his intereft at tlie 
PRUSSIAN court’. Baron POLNITZ, apdipr of the memoirs known by 
his name, was alfo there j likewife pelloutier, author of the' hiftory 
of the CELTES But no perfon among tlie literati is more amiable thap 
docSor LiEBERKVN, whh whom I had the honour of being intimately 
acquainted; he is diftinguifhed for his great Ikill in phyfic and natural 
philofophy, which he learnt moftly in England and Holland. He 
has alfo ftudied anatomy with indefatigable induftry, and with a large and 
unpromifing hand, has performed the niceft tilings imaginable in the fine 
parts of the body, by injedling them with red wax; but his difinterefled 
pra<ftice, the humanity and tendernefs which he has always fliewn his 
patients, and his great charity to the poor, render him the minion of the 
people : notwithftanding this they do not reward his merits, even mak- 
ing allowance for the great difference between England and Prussia. 
As a proof of the efteem in which the dodtor is at court, though in rC' 
ality no courtier : the king fpeaking of him once to the french minijfler, 
ufed thefc words, “ You may fpeak ill of me, and poffibly be heard fii- 

vourably, but no body will hear lieberkyn’s name mentioned witli 
"reproach.” Amopg many perfons of diflinguifhed abilities, the king 
has brought from Paris Mr. sciimidt, one of liis owii fubjedts, who 
in die art of engraving has hardly a fuperior. 

With regard to the curiofities of be rlin, the firft objedt dhat ftrikes one 
ifl the king’s palace one of the fidcs of the interior fquare of this building 
is no ways equal to the rcfl, being the old apartment once inhabited the 
king's grandfather, which has not been yet rebuilt,^ ^ was iusendedr^ the 
plan of this fuperb flrudlurc was formedV'^The waUs of ihe^ 

<• He has however ma.ie Sonourable mention of the Esetisyi' 

Lfcwis XIV. ' Thcfe memoirs give a good idea of Vtiie i^ri^'ns mpft suao 

courts , 2b yean ago. f Ahtient s a i roNs, who tranfj^Janted cbem&ives from this iflaiid into 

BRiTAiNY, and to this day retain much the fame language as the wc tea. : * They call it the 

CHATaau, or calUe. , 

-,n©t 
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iiot Icfs than 7 or 8 feet diick, fo that the rooms not receiving fufficier.t 
light from the windows, are Ihown to great difadvantage. 

*Ti8 a pleafure to obferve the great oeconomy of this court, as welt 
that which has prevailed in former times, as in the prefent reign : the a- 
partments in the palace are adorned with filver in every foape, but fo 
mafly that the fathion of it comes to no more than 7 per cent, fo that 
about four millions of dollars might be realized with great eafe whenever 
the exigencies of the date thould require. Here is the picture of 
chAkles V. and his emprels, the frames of which are of filver, each 
weighing fix centners “ : and there is a grand crown luftre of 17 cent- 
ners. There are alfo pieces of three, four or five centners, to the num- 
ber of above 1 50 } likewife a mufic gallery adorned in a grand tafte all 
of filver } and one end of a large apartment for about 20 feet high and 
as many broad, is richly furnifhed with gilded plate. All this is merely 
or parade j the court has other fervices of plate for ufe. 

The king's particular apartments, tliough elegant, have nothing exti'a- 
ordtnary, the prevailing tafte is white flioco and gilding. The picture of 
figniora barberini is in fev'cral of the chambers, more I believe for 
the love he bore her as a fine dancer than as a woman ; for fhe no 
fooner gave herfelf the airs peculiar to people of her profeflion, than he 
convinced her that his heart was poflfcfled by objects of a ^more impor- 
tant nature, leaving her to purfue her own pleafure. Several of the 
private apartments have tables, with pens, ink, and loofc papers, which 
indicate the difpatch of bufinefs, more than the regularity and elegance 
one naturally experts to find in a royal palace. The hall has fcveral good 
paintings, and the grand falloon is adorned with four pieces of tapeftry, 
reprefenting our faviour driving out the money-diangers, his wafhing of 
feet, the draught of fifli, and his laft lupper. The throne in fhe audi- 
ence chamber k of velvet, embroide.cd with gold, in a grand tafte, but 
Hot loaded with ornaments. There is nothing extraordinary in any of the 
apartments of the old quarter of the palace, except a bed of crimibn 
velvet, which has above ?wo hundred cyphers with cledoral crowns, all 

'* A ctntner.is'i 10 pound}. 
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let with pearls ; the chairs in the room are in the fame talle. In this bed 
it is ufual to lodge perfons of the royal blood on their marriage night. 
The arfenal forms one fide of the palace, and is an elegant ftrudiure, but 
it has rather too great a profufion of ornaments : it is laid to be well fur- 
nillied, however as great part of the arms were font into silksia, and 
I muft have gone tlirougli fome troublefome ceremonies, I declined vi* 
litiiig it. ^ 

From the palace I went to the library, which would be deemed a> 
mean apartment for a common fchool. Thole who make the appearance 
of gentlemen have the liberty to read tliere from ten in the morning till 
two in the afternoon. Here is a collccStion of bibles, to the number of ^oo 
of different languages and editions. Saurens paraphrafe of the bible in 
FRENCH is alio here in five volumes toUo, compleated by EEAifsouaE in. 
the UNITED PROVINCES; it has fine Copper platcs, and is a vvhrfe much ■ 
.effeemed. The firff volume has the arms of England, having , 
prefented by king george I. to his late Prussian maj elly ;■ 
many others they lliow the identical bibic which Charles I. lifed when , 
he was beheaded ; it was given as a kind of relic by doctor - 

the elerSlor of brandenburc. There is alfo the firfi: bible eyi^^rin^d 
in AMERICA, and one of 1450, the firll printed in the GEit^^^l^r; iani- 
guage. They alfo thow the klioran in manufeript in a fmall oi^gpn, 
character fo minute, and the paper fo thin as to form only tlje-hulk 
one inch and a half; befides levcral folio manuferipts on religion, niorals,, 
politics, &c. faid to have been compoled by cardinal mazarin. 

The cabinet of curiofities contains very few diftinguillied rarities j this 
moft remarkable, as they appeared to me, are the following ; a marb^ 
cupid much admired ; two cannon balls, which meeting in the air, the 
warmth of the iron ^ and the violence of their motion, united them to- 
gether : an oak with Ibg’s horns; the flag having Been hunted with 
gr^t violence, ran his horns into a young tree, and there expired; and, 
the tree growing, the horns at length appeared as a natural production. 

* Peihaps they were made hoi, as is fometimes praflifed, if it is really fall tjiat they nict and joined. 
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As there is no art but the king affects fome knowledge of it, the new 
chapel was defigned by bimfclf : it is neat and commodious, but too 
low to Jjc either grand or elegant. The pulpit is in the modern grotefquc 
ta/le, and too lofty for the height of the building. The roof is (upport- 
cd by a double row of pillars, which dividing the chapel incrcafe tlic 
appearance of its length. This place is intended as a royal fepulchre, 
and has already Ibme tombs of the king’s predcx'ellbrs. The romish cha- 
pel fo rauea talked of in all proteftant countries, was not near compleat- 
ed, d'jc fund being almotl exhan.fted. As w'e make our hofpitals more 
grand than our palaces, the Romanists generally make their churches 
built by charity, the mo.fl rnafj;niticent of anv other. This flrufture is 
not large, but richly ornamented. 

Mon Eijou is appointed for die refidence of the queen mother, 
who is a fiilcr of his majefly the king of oreat Britain. This is a 
little palace on the spree, the apartments of vvliich arc fniall, but ele- 
gantly furnidied. There is a pretty gallery of blue and white china 
porcelain, and an apartment called the kitchen, with fevcral rich pieces 
of SAXON porcelain. The queen mother being now in her 64th year, 
fpends a great part of her time in her fludy, and has a good colledlion 
of books. The objebl that flrikcs the eye moft in this little palace, is 
tire picture of a lady, called la belle parissienk j her adventures may 
be bell; known by the novel under the fame nanae. It is certain her • 
charms captivated tl.ic heart of a great prince, whole memory is revered, 
by the er!tish nation, Tiic gardcr^s of this palace are fmall, but pro- 
portioned to the fi/ie of the building. 

The mod elegant modern edifice is the opera houle j the fcen.es are 
fplcndi4>: and of an exgpifitc taftep but want of a painted cielihg and 
cp.hcr Rafidiag interior part lefs thah the 

'pex^brh' ■■''The"4^iafs-|^hicli fbpport'^ the:'' roofi'- 
thtbw the whole into a grand falloon, are apt to bbftm# the mbvehK^ 
of tlie feenes. It has three galleries, and is reckoned to contain above 
2000 perfons. The orcheflra confifls of about 5o . muficians, the pay 
' of which is moderate. Tfhe king is more liberal to the Italian fing- 

A a 2 ■. ers. 
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crs, of whom he had nine or ten j astrua and salembene were the 
moft diftinguhhed j but neither of them will amafa a minifterial eftate, 
as fpmei of their profeffion have done in other countries^ which 
however arc nov/ gro%vn wiier- This amufement is entirely fupported at 
the king’s expehce, and in fame degree rendered fub/ervient to the ends of 
his government. Among other good politics, he has learnt the art of ren- 
dering himfclf acceptable more by a polite addrefs than a profufion of 
expence. When astrua firft fang before him, he afked what her fa- 
lary wisf die told liim 3,500 dollars, “ Indeed, laid he, madam, fuch 
“ linging as yours well deferves 4000,” and accordingly he ordered this 
appointment. 

The extreme dcHght which t^^ in mufic, and the great 

perfonal l^owledge he has of fcicnce, have carried this entertain- 
ment , to a great, pertedtion. The. drefles, the fccncs, and the ma- 
chinery in the opera of phaetoh, were indeed moft elegant and 
magniiicent. In the upper galleries on each hde of. the llage fix trumpet- 
ers arc feated, who falute the queen confort and the queen mother when 
they enter the houfe or retire, with this martial mufic, which heightens 
the poihp and chearfulnefs of tlie. entertainment ; but the king himfelf 
who a^s in a fpherc fuperior to the rules of pompous ceremony, excu*- 
fes this falutasion to his own perfcai, 

I haye ^rej^y ohfcfvcd, that this fcafon w^as devoted to amufement, 
whioh lalied aj^Ut ten time fevcral operas, concerts, and 

mafquifades were exhibhed' j but the moft diftinguifiied was the cak- 
RousEt '*, the expehce of which amounted to 70,000 crowns. This 
fplcui^d feveral young perfbns of diftin< 5 li- 

on tiled at^q^ affeit the king’s pocket. The in- 

llitutipn of tdts and feems calculate^ to raife an emulation 

to excel in hol^rna^ in the ufe of the l|)ear and fword j which 

is indi^d. prQmQdfig a» fenIeJo^ military glory^ This entertainment con- 
fided %fqttadfUlesi or four companies, in the drefles . of .romans, 

^ Lewis ^ snnde a fpiciitiiidl entertainment of this fort iti 1662, in the habitt of TURK?, »N* 
Til A NS, ROMAN I j£ssiANJ and AMERICANS, of wWch VO L T A 1 R B makcii in^nttoD* 

^ ‘ ^ ^ CAii- 
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CARTHAGINIANS, GRECIANS illjd PERSIANS, all mcuntcd OH llOrfcS 

richly caparilbned in the fame manner, each party being compofed of 
iix combatants; the firft was condu(5led by Augustus v/ieliam, 
the prince of PRUSsiiV, the other three by his two brothers’', ar; J the 
margrave the king’s coufin. They had alfo the arms of the fevcral na- 
tions, and were followed each by a band of muiic proper to the ic- 
fpedive countries, and habited and attended after the ianic n\ mner. 'i'iie 
proceffion of the whole made a fplcndid figure, though in my iudg- 
ment it was only of the theatrical kind, for I favv but little of the pride 
and beauty of horfes, or horfemanfinj) ; nor was the area allotted to: 
this entertaijnnent half big enough. What rendered the firld trial rit]ii.ai - 
lous, was its being exhibited by the light of lamps, the greaterd part oi' 
which w'cre blown out by the wind : however this inccrirvenlcnce was re- 
medied In the repetition which was fliown in broad day, rai.l the prizes al - 
lotted to thofe wlio were judged to perform held, wititout any other blood- 
Ihed, than that of prince i ob kowi ti; cutting Itis toe with hlsotvn fw'ord. 

A mock battle was afterwards fought, which was incomparably a more 
grand entertainment. Four thoufand men having marched out in the 
morning early about a gkrman mile from the city, near the village 
britz, were followed by another detachment of the fame number; 
the HUSSAR? and cuirassiers had feveral ikirmifhes orr the way. -Both 
armies plied their field artillery warmly ; at length a rivulet was pafied, a 
wood was attacked, and the enemy driven from it to a village, which was 
carried Avoiai in hand. After this they went through all the various evolu- 
tions and exercifes of both cavalry and infantry'’, as might be fuppofed in a 
real engagement, changing their pofitions on a tract of about two Eng- 
lish miles, during the fpace of three hours. At this foow almoft the 
whole city of Berlin was prefent;- 

*, Fi; EDER ic« HCNKr i.uwis, and avcujxvs ferhinakd, and mfcoSRiCK 
margrave of «tiANDv;NBu rc acHweur . 
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7?ujfi’c^ior:s on courting the acquaintance of the great. Remarh on the con^ 
diiCi cf ENGLISH travellers abroad. Some account of field marjkal 
KEITH. A Jhort defcripticn of the city of Berlin, f be number^ in^ 
dujlr\\ and temper of the inhabitants, f heir coins y exchange y C^c. 

T H E condmSl of princes as well as of private men, is fubje^^l to be 
dircdcd by perfonal prejudices : of this we have an inftauce in 
the clifagrccment between the courts of London and Berlin. It vvis 
obferved that lord malton ^ who arrived in Berlin at this time, did 
not receive that diifinguhhcd civility which was due to his quality and 
merit; if avc meafurc it by that familiar converfation, wliich is ufual 
at the PRUSSIAN court from the king himfelf. The queen mother was 
indeed extremely courteous to his lordfliip, as well as to Mr. watson, 
and not lefs to their companion, the agreeable and humane colonel For- 
rester. 

This young nobleman being remarkably fbber, and his charat^cr in 
all refpedls very amiable, I thouglit it my duty, efpecially as he was in the 
fame inn, to pay him and his companions my rcfpeils, and they were 
fo police as to return my vifit. I cannot fxy however that I approve of 
the conduit of tliofe who are forward in courting great acquaintances, of 
whom they fland in no need ; on the contrary this incident afforded me 
an occafion of refledling what llrangers fome men arc to their own hap- 
pineis and dignity, who are contented to be little among the great, in 
hopes of being great among the little, efpecially fucli as launch into a 
dajigerous expence on this account. Men of high birth and large fortunes, 
who are alfo diftinguifhed for |x)litenefs of manners and improved un- 
derfiandings, become indeed a kind of oracles ; but the enjoyment of 
their company by perfons in another fphere, IhouUl be confidered as a fcafl 
not fought for, but to which we might occafionally accept an invitation. 
Oentle paitionxS and moilerate enjoyments in the track of religion and 
common fenfe, are things always w'ithin our- reach, and certainly pro- 
e^uitive of the end we aim at. What a folly is it then to run hazards 

* Now marquis of rock i noham. 
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in fearch of the mere fiiadow of felicity ? The generality of thofe who 
figure in the higheft ranks of life, by an almoft neceffiiry confequence 
have their titles and cftates ingrafted into their thoughts ; nor can they 
with more conftflency converfe with thofe who are neither ilignificd with 
titles, nor equal to them in fortune, than the learned can be fuppofcd. 
fond of the eonverfation of the illiterate} though there arc doulAicis many 
exceptions. Men who know the world and themfelvcs, fl’.i 'uid confider 
how far the admonition of a very wife man on this fubjcvl is as true now 
as it was 2000 years ago. Under abfolute monarchs, the nobles, though 
ilaves, partake of a defpotic authority, and arc often diipefed to info- 
Icncc ; when the prouded noble in a free country can be better held with- 
in hounds. In fuch a nation one common freedom creates a certain equality, . 
whicli ought to be deemed more valuable than the diftinilions of fortune 
or title. Though the admonition I have juft referred to, feems to teach a lef* 
foil for the ordjjiary ('economy of Jiuman life, yet it ought by no means to 
create any general p.reja Jiees j becaufe pcrfbns of the higheft diftin<ftion dif- 
ler from others of tlie iamc rank, in probity, politonefs, and humajuty, as 
men c f lower conditions do from perfons of their level. Thceflcntial quality 
of characlcr; depends not on titles or great eftates ; thefe indeed, like a 
rich jewel fet with art and elegance, give virtue a luftre, tvhichinthe eyes 
of common mortals, would not appear fo well through any other medium } 
therefore tlicy arc ufcful to tire focicty in this rcfpect, as v/cll as from the 
due fubordination ariling from them. I remember an advertifement for 
the falc of a houfc, which the proprietor thought to rccomuieiid by its 
ncigl'ibourhood to a lord } wliilft another publiihed his, as entitled to a 
preference, becaufe it was twenty miles diftant from tlie liabitation of 
any nobleman. Perhaps they were both equally miftaken if they intend- 
ed to give any inftrutftion. 


With regard to ENGJiisH travellers, it has been generally remarked, 
tliaf few people in the world are more deficient in politenefs and mutual 
regards as countrymen, when they accidentally meet abroad} whilft the 
SCOTS fhew a particular afth<ftion to each other, fometimes even to ex- 
cite a jcaloufy a little injurious to the common intcreft of botli nations. 

t ThutccnUi chapur or Ecclcfiailkus. 
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We are indeed but one and the fame people : I am not able to feparate 
the idea by any other reflexion than that which I have juft men- 
tioned. Their conduct naturally arifes from their circuinftances, as be- 
ing tlie lefler nation of the two, and not fo affluent in point of wealth.. 
It ought to be prefumed alfo, that when the diftinition fhall be more 
loft, their condudl at large will be as generous as it has been political. 
We may hope that induftry and arts will be encouraged amongft them fo 
as to render them in no refpe6:s inferior to the inhabitants of the other 
parts of the iiland. It is plain they excel in a national afFe«ftion for each 
other : nor do their colder regions dilijualify them for fricndfliip, as I 
•know by experience. 

As to the indifterence of the English, it may arife from a national 
pride, from a referve peculiar to us, or perhaps from that general com- 
merce we have in all parts of the world, which makes us always at 
Jiomc, or in fine from a jealoufy of making acquaintance abroad whicli 
we do not chufe to continue at home. Whatever the c'aufe or effedt 
may be, it feems a duty upon the principle of national policy, to take 
every favourable opportunity of fhewing a proper refped: abroad to thofc 
who are moft diftinguifhed at home j for this plain reafon, that foreigners 
muft conceive a mean opinion of our union and national love, from 
whence our importance is fuppofed to be in fome meafure derived, wheii 
•they obierv.e that we ftiow no fort of regard for one anotlier. 

I had more than once the mortification of hearing ftories to the dif- 
advantage of fome of our countrymen of fortune who travel for improve- 
ment. I knew an inftanee of one who was recommended to a certain 
merchant of very great confequcncc : this youth came to him late at 
night, and, with a certain fiercenefs peculiar to young men who have 
more money than politenefs, demanded the ac^uilment of his accounts. 
Tive merchant very courteoufly defired him to wait till the mbrning, no, 
lays the young man, I muft go inftandy out of this damn’d country 
** of HOLLAND, for I hate the dutch moft damnably,” .The mer- 
chant, who was Inmfelf a Dutchman, laid to him, “ Pray, Sir, why 
do you'liate the dutch, have you any particular reafon?” “ No, re- 

plied 



<* plied the yoiung gendemanv hut I hate diem damnably j I believe the 

hatred was born ^ me/ But iat oppofition to this inftance, we 

muft do oui’fclves the juftice obfervei^^ no nation produces fuch 
a contraft of characters as England i for many of our travellers are 
diftingoifhed abroad as men of learning and humanity, poffelled of true 
politenefs and generofity of fpirit, - above the people of any country in 
the world. 

The cuftom of Berlin, joined to the motive of a fmall acquaintance 
in RUSSIA, induced me to wait on field marfiial keith, the governor of 
that city, who received me with that politeners for which he has been 
always diiliiiguithcd. This nobleman's leaving the Russian fervice, ajid go- 
ing into that of PRUSSIA made fome noife in the political world. Toenter 
into the rcalons of his conduct is not my bulinefs j but it feems very eafy to 
reconcile, if we confider his genius and principles, and the previous af- 
furanccs wliich it is probable he received, of that kind reception which 
lie has experienced in brandenburg. It is prefumed that he is not fa 
happy as to entertain the fame fentiments in every refpeCl of the lawful Ib- 
vereign ot this country®, as every unprejudiced perfon mult adopt, whe- 
ther at liome or abroad ; yet from his own natural good fenfe and dif- 
cernment, he treated the rebellion, even at its height, as immeafurahly 
ralh and extravagant, and tliofe unliappy men who embarked in it, as 
plunging thcmielves into a gulph of mifery ; a truth which they very 
loon felt, the leafl wretched of them feeing tbemi'clves, as they ever will 
fee themfclves, the dupes of their foreign pretended friends. 

I have already mentioned the conduCt of count Munich his def- 
pdrate c^nterprize at otczakow was warmly oppofed by field mar- 
Ihal KEITH, w’ho then ferved in the Russian army under that gene- 
ral, and was ordered upon the attack : a lucky hall on the firll onfet taking 
his knee, .he was lamed on this occafion, and carrieil off that feene of 
flaughter. This general enters deeply and fiathfuUy into the fervice of 
his mafia* the jcing, in commercial as well as military affairs j and the 

® Gk sat bp ITAIM. 
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king knows how to acknowledge his fervices. Whether he was a fecret 
Ipring of the emboen fcheme, as fome fay, I know hot} but it is cer- 
tain he is a great encourager of majiufacftories. During this vifit I had an 
opportunity of feeing a fpecimen of Prussian military difcipline : a com- 
mon foldier, without any notice, came into the field marfljal’s prefence, 
and prefenting his arms in form, delivered a paper. The field marfhal 
bid me take notice of the exadtnefs of their difcipline, which he himfclf 
confirmed by his inftant obedience of the fummons. 

Several incidents having given mutual offence to the courts of St. p e- 
TERSBURG and BERLIN, many in both countries frightned themfelves 
with a notion that thefe two powers would engage in a war, cfpecially if 
the SWEDES (hould fall into the fame ideas as the Prussians ; but this 
feemed tobe but mere talk. The Russians would hardly make any of- 
fenfiye war againft and the king of prussiaj and this prince is too wife 
to engage in a war, where he has no prollpedi of advantage, Befides there 
is a moral certainty that fuch a fiep would bring the houfe of Aus- 
tria on his back, whilft the Russians might in the ifilie be too hard 
for him, by the fuperiority of their numbe;rs, even though they fiiould 
lofe a battle or two. The Prussian dominions are open and unguarded, 
and might eafily be laid wafte by the tartars and cossacics in the 
RUSSIAN fervice : for this and other like reafons it may be, that his Prus- 
sian majeffy fupports fo numerous a body of hussars. 

The city of Berlin has a regular fortification, though not very formi- 
dable. The frequent wars which happen in Germany feem to render 
it an affential article to fortify the capitals of fovereign princes, not only as 
the refidcnce of their courts, but as the place in which a very great por- 
tion of their wealth centers,. 

Strangers remark, that Berlin is a little paris/ the french language 
being almoft as well underffood as the german. This city abounds in 
elegant ftruftures and regular llrcets, and is computed near one third as 
b% as LONDON, yet it lias not above one eighth part of the inhabitants j 

r ^ from 
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from whence it may be cafily accounted why grafs is found growing in 
many of their capital ftreets. The inhabitants were* formerly computed 
at 80,000 ; now they are reckoned 110,000, including the garrifon of 
10,000: all the PRUSSIAN dominions, silesia excepted, hardly con- 
tain two millions of people. 

This acquifition of 20,000 inhabitants and fubjecls is imputed to the 
good-condudl of tlie king, in granting privileges and lands, fufficient to 
induce many to eftablifh themlelvcs in this capital; and confidering this 
country is fo extremely defpotic, and military, without any foreign trade, 
and furrounded by neighbours who want little or nothing of them, ma- 
nufaflories here may be faid to flouriili. They make woollen cloth fuf- 
ficient for the army and great part of their home confumption ; and si- 
lesia is well known to produce a great fupply oflinnens, which are fent 
all over Europe and alfo to America. Their export of woollen cloth 
to RUSSIA, was once coniiderable, but at prefent is very fmall. So many 
thoufiinds of french manufa<5lurcrs having found protection in this coun- 
try, gold and filver lace, and wrought lilks are hardly to be bought in 
any place fo cheap: they talk of prohibiting thofe of France. 

Humanly fpeaking, nothing is fuperior to induftry. We often find 
that things which appear contrary to nature, are brought to perfedlion by 
perieverance and labour. Indeed I was furprized to learn, that the en- 
virons of BERLIN produced 400 lbs. vreight of raw filk ; and iome of 
the courtiers who efpoufed commercial fchemes mod, flattered thenifelves 
that the climate would admit of a large production of this kind ; to me 
it appears next to impolTible : and though the, king has taken the manu- 
factories of filk into bis own hands j dill this does not promife that fuc- 
cefs which they expeCt. Some of the people mod intereded this way, 
endeavoured to pcrfwae’e me, that whild we w^re debating in England 
about the reduction of duties on china raw filk, the french had taken 
their meafures.to monopolize this commodity in that empire and it was 

■ . t 

* The event feeins to prove that they wcr^i very much midaken. 
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not difficult to dllcern from hence how much they incline to the french 
intcreA, whllft tlie FRENen fecretly wiffi to fee the wings of the Prus- 
sian eagle dipt. 

The exchange in Berlin is ordinarily about 134 of their dollars for 
100 rix dollars in a. >is ter dam. They keep their accounts in dollars* 
goede grofehin, and phenigen. 

18 Phenigen > — 1 goede grofehin.. 

24 Goede grofehin — — — i doliar. 

They reckon 5 dollars to a louis d’or, and 6 dollars i English, guinea;. 
2 J dollars i ducat full weight. 

The people here were extremely dillrefled with variety of coins, fonie 
of which were very bafe ; bvit the king has found ftjcans to run off a 
great part of it, and eftablilh the currency of his ow'n coin only, in or- 
der to Jiavc a large fuppjy for the benefit of trade, and tlic fecurky of iiis 
fcibjcds property. 


e H A P. XXXIIL 

^efe^iom on the char aSiers of princes. Early genius of the king of Prus- 
sia.' genera/ vie-w of bis difpoftion, A deferipiion of his perfon 
and manner of life. Some fmniliar forics relating to him. His great 
tafe and delight in inufe. 

I T is a taik delicate, if not daring, to attempt, during the lives of 
princes,* to draw even the outlines of their eharaders. Mctt are ne- 
ver w'idiout blemiffies, vsihj^, to corred in themfelves and others, is tlie 
ijiiportant Inifinefs of life: but the dailardly fears, or vicious felf-love 
of the guardians and teachers of princes, have often prevented the growth 
of thofc virtues in men born to empire, which , might truly coniftitute 
tlicm the vicegerents, of the Almighty, and make the world happy. Tha 
enormous power verted in fome princes, which they often dired as.tbun- 
dcrbolts at the heads of their own fubjeds i or, what is as bad, at the 
heads of other nations, would certainly he employed in another manner j 
,if their minds were more improved, and their hearts better direded 

■ . ■ ' to 
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!o obledls their rank as men, as well as kings. But infte^d of 

infpiring princes from their infancy, with thofe godlike fentimeftts of mer- 
ey and Vcnevolencc, which ought to be infeparable from power and cOm^ 
maud 5 how often are their propenfities to evil nourished till they take 
root too deep to be extirpated !. Thus it happens, tliat kings confidered 
finiply as men, are fometihies great objedls of companion. 

In. countries where men have excluded themselves from the com- 
mon bounty of providence, and groan under an arbitrary power, though 
the prince had as many vices as drew down fire on sodom, it is not 
uncommon to arnufe him with flattering appellations, as if he had vir- 
tues enough to tranflate him to heaven : though at the fame time no- 
thing can be more pbvious than thi^ that true grcatnefs of mind would 
add to their glory more than all the external accidents of royalty. 

In the happy ifland of great Britain we think like men j We know 
how to value the virtues of a prince, but we dare alio to ipeak of their 
vices, whenever they become hurtful to the ftate. This privilege does in- 
deed deceive fome into a behaviour inconfiftent with found politics and true 
religion : forgetting the rerpe( 5 l: that is dpe to the fupreme magiflrate, they 
convert the bleiTmg into a curfe. As in friendfliip between man arid man, 
we can with no confiilency allow ourfclves to fpeak of tlie failings of 
others without great tendernefs j fo with regard to princes, though %ve 
keep within the letter of the law, a wanton indulgence of our tongues 
mull vireaken that love and relpe<^, which is the moil folid foundation 
of fubordination. Nor ought this to be deemed too nice a diilihdtian 
or comparifon, much lefe produdive of tha|i: blind homage which 'pre- 
pares merits minds for flavery. In private life friendlhip can fubfift rio longer 
than mch am kept withiii certain bounds j it ceafes as foon as they arrive 
to a certain degree of viclGufneis ; fo I imagine will the love of fub)e<^ls 
towards princes, for human nature being hill the faine, virtue will for 
ever be the objeil which we love and revere. The virtues or vices of 
princes, as of private men, mull ever render them amicable or ungrateful 
to their fubjOi^tsy but-^' we look into die of mankind, and 
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fee pation§ the very g0vemih€^fit# they 

for ; and ho'‘V deprave^v haiSiia^^ that 

counhy has gpcat dapfs ^ foyercign, v^hethor Ips pow- 

er is limited or deipoxic, lias hut vices injurious to the coiS^munity j 
and whdfe condu<^;in g#eral fapport and happinefs 

•of his;people; ;■ / ■■'; •; ; ' ■ ■ ' ■ , - v',- 

Thus far in eycufc of vsdiat I ihall fay of the king of Prussia. 
This prince is laid t6 E'xend to GRE^/i^ii^iTAiN, according to 

the prcfeht fyfteni of pol^s#|^^r-may he in every refped: 

I.-. iT* lit I...T . ....A. T lt-%. ^ A. ' C’ ^ * ^-1 /' 

1 here is a plealurc 


juftiiiablc, yet I think he 


in prailing the worthy :j|e> 

.F redi-:rick II, king of..-5^ii^^s!l^|^^l^ifc6f ’'.dTfB’ii- 


our friends or nor, 

plANDENBURG, Was 

reign the 31ft of May 


f^I^r died,^ ■ He had an 

gant known 
that the late adover' «£ in few coun- 


tries is more ta|^|p^ijfean; in pifiRMANy^. The prince abpnihtated this 
vice, and partiepi^i^i^ |^6m of fwi^ihi^whg large dr^ghts of malt 
liquor. This and ot^i^^refppnfje^^*^ circumftanccs at ii^th determined 
him lodeave his fa^i^ in A'l^re||)puanner, aiid go^ as it was in- 
tended, to the BRiTfaic court >.b^ di« »»ttempt waal^^^ an 



h^ffublbribe^^ 


length 
1 be- 


■ ■ ^ . 

•and ^;^er :are-;tl^;.ibeft’-;ri^^^^ of 
lieve"ity-w|l|--’M;f^^^ -upbii e.vperieh<»;'"l®:^iri^i^ 
the combinations'which are formed to reftrain cac-h other’s padjons, and 
Support an independency ; than by a fenfe of moral duties arifing from the 



gs dre kept iii' awe by 


« Son of FREDi; RICK wrtLiA M, by sophia dorothka, the prefent qiieen dowager, who is fiftcr 
tof his jnd jelly king geo roe 1L A& this frlncchas htirdly ever fit for his piduto, h is" rare toffee a 
good likeoefs of hixn^ the plate aaoexed gives a tolerable id^ gf his perfon, drefs, and air, though lie 
is made too young. 


common 
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common rigte of mankind, as founded in their original con|litution. 
Whenever a natkm is involved in any deep calamity, vee may generally 
obferve, ,that more ftates are difpofed to diftrefs it farther, tlian to relieve 
it. If princes reap advantages from the misfortunes in which they fee 
their neighbaurs involved, when there is no other reafon for their conduct 
but the greater hopes of fuccefs; may they ntk be compared to thofe who 
find the bcfr opportunity to deal when an houfc is in flames? It will 
not follow from any thing I have faid, that the king of Prussia had 
no right to his con quvfr of SILESIA: that he has conquered it is molt 
certain, and we mull leave to hiftorians and cafuills to determine whether., 
the action was juP;: or not. 


When priiK'cs are really god’s vicegerents, religion mull be the bafis of 
their ^gbvcrjunci It ami politics: what notions the prince in’*t[ucllion has 
adopted, I know notj lie is reputed by many a free-thinker in tljc worlt 
lei)ic of the word ; bui ;hc rule, of his, government,, and his fuperiority to 
the vanities and nu an gratifications bf life, does ^ n lb harlh a 

judgment. So far fo in adopting ivtACHiAVELiAN principles, the ax-- 
•1 i;-MACHi AVEL is fiiid to 'iiav’C been wrote by him, or his favourite vol- 
'PAiRE, in confutation i>f thole ma.Kims which ridicule a frriilf adherence 
to equity, and a dilinteiciled love of mankind. It is-,:a fad truth howe- 
ver, that in general men of great parts, and particularly thole in eminent' 
life, afieding to move in a higher fpherc than common people, and by 
the force of their genius to pry into things, which tac author of nature - 
never int^ded fiioukl be the objects of human real on, ao often fall into > 
grofll-r delufions than the vulgar. Men of this framp obferving the infinite . 
variety of modes of ffrih and forms of worfliip in riic world, together 
with a long lift of vulgar errors, ; which in difterent ages and countries have 
obtained advocalesj arc led into a peiiwafion that many diflindlions which 
are. commonly confidercti a.s of cteriial importance, are of no other confe-- 
quence than as political engines of government. 

One might be tempted to think, that commercial projects in a coun.> 
try fo entirely milit-ary as Prussia, could “hardly be brought to any*' 
perfedionj yet if wc confidcr the ftridt difclpline of the Prussian-; 



arqiyj i|;is |fee: more M to be recoaciled. J was^^ allRired at 
tliat of lOjOQP foldiers in garrifon, not a than hkd be^ 
feveral months to, have committed any viokijce* or difturbed the trah” 
quillty of the citizens. If tins projeei' of a trade tp the ea^t iNOirs 
takes cffesft, it is thought the. holla will feel it more than 
any other nation ? but it fs hqt jcfs the duty of the fdbje<^S of gre a 
BRITAIN to witliliold that afliAance which the laws ^ forbid us to 
grant. ■ 


There is one cucumftance in favour of his Prussian majefty beyond 
any other prince in Europe, I niehh the great a*conomy of his govern- 
ment and perfonal expence. The allowance of his table is but30 crowns “ 
a day, filh and wine excepted, in which he makes no great ^xpence. 

* . ■ . 

Potsdam is the favourite refidence of this prince ; here he avoiife the 
empty ceremonies of a court. He fits down to table with twelve 
pet fons, and after his own minillcrs who are niofl: in favour, arpHnvi * 
ted, and alfo thofc of foreign princes who happen to be at pots dam, 
his officers, . even to an enfign, fill up the vacant places. Nor is tliis 


the only means bf recommending himfclf to the love of hisfoldiers; the 
meancfl officer knows that he fhall ';be redfefied in any cafe of injullicc ; 
that wherever his quarters are, he need but Write to the king, and by the re- 
turn of the pod he may expert an anfwer, oftentimes wrote by his mu- 


jedy himfclf. In his letters he fometimes goes fo far as to advife where he 
thinks the party errs in judgment, or is biafled by fome fdfe defirc j tliis 
iilfo renders his fervice the more valuable. His convcrfation is ffe<faqd cafy, 
even to jelling, but he can pad from tlie gay to the ferioui in an inlla^ 


As to the inrtirance of foiclgn inuia fhips at tbeir. fvrft fetcing put 5 mankind arc bxomn very 
baCc ir.o;i countries, and it feins p.»'uJcnt (or undcr‘\vrkcr6 to 117 how a inew enterpHsie of fuch itio- 
mciv: is coaSudetl in point orpRoaiTY as well as fltill, before they throw thcm^dyci into the. siritis of 
v.:: ’'ir ^y be tempteri topijy iiicks, incale thwr bafinefs, does qjc profp-er j wc rn a y.^ bferve further, 
t)vat T/ k -k'cs not profper, and no inl'urnncc is made, t:>r none which proves refpos:fib!c, the fchi^'me 
rircHT he icivk'jcid i>bci five, which’ is ail argument ngainfi iaturing : may aifo nc'd,: that in a n.a- 

LicuT a is abfL 'd to Infu.re what \vedo not defite fliould^ and this rcsioii, as far a 

bciiilowcd a good oiic, is agaiaft theinfuring the Ihips pf our^enemies in time of war, / * S ^'.5 

.c. ^ '."V;-: ' .'".'he 
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liC fupports his dignity from the fear, as well as the affedlon o^ thofe a- 
bout him. 

He requires delicate foods, hut eats moderately, and mixes water with 
his wine: Ke takes Spanish fnuff to excefs, fo that his deaths can fcarce 
’be clear of it; in -this inftance he refemhlea the great prince eugene. 
He ufed to drink liberally of champaign, and eat rich fruits foaked in 
ftrong wine. But having been often afflided widi fevers, he is become 
abllemious. 

In his perfon he appears rather plump than corpulent, his face looks 
full of blood, his countenance is inclined to the penhve, but is very ex- 
prcfliv'C, indicating in feme meafurc the inceffant labour of his mind. 
Since the late war he is much broken, and ftoops, which tjikes off from 
his figure. He often appears in boots, and always in his regimentals, 
which are a blue cloth frock with lilver Brandenburgs, and he is maf- 
ter only of one change for the winter and another for the fummer. I faw 
his wardrolie, which is indeed very mean or very grand, according to the 
impreflion it gives the fpedator. In this particular the king is a copy of 
PETER the GREAT. 

His bed, which I particularly obferved at ciiarlottenburg, was 
in a fmall alcove or niche, conlifting only of two mattrelfes under the cover 
of a down quilt, without the leaf! common ornament or mark of grandeur. 
He often alks his mod: familiar acquaintance, if tliey think the condi- 
tion of a king above all others the mod dehrablc ? and then tells them 
how eafily they may rectify their fond opinion, by obferving what great 
labour and attention the duty of a king requires. 

He is fo little an obferver of ufclefs forms, that he has rifen from his 
chair at his writing table, and caufed his engraver to take his place, and 
write down the orders which he dictated ftanding. That he has a f^ife 
of friendfliip and gratitude, is, I think, obvious from a fingular circum- 
dance of his conduct during my abode in Berlin, and to a perfon with 
whom I had the honour of being well acquainted. This is Mr. keith, 
whom I knew in Portugal, after he had been obliged to leave his 

VoL, II, C.c . country 
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couatry ia the late king’s reign, for his devotion to the fervice of his prc- 
fent majefty. On his return home it w'as natural for this gentleman to 
expert a kind reception ; but the king having now adopted other principles^, 
was delirous to inculcate the necefllty of obedience to the fovereign j 
however he allowed Mr. keith a penllon, gave him the rank of lieute- 
nant-colonel, and put liiin near tJic queen mother. At length being well 
apprized of his real worth, he took occafion to remember his faithful 
fervant. In the mock-battle which I have mentioned, this prince order- 
ed a few trees, to a very inconlidcrable value, to be cut down in the 
grounds of madame kneephause, tlie mother-in-law of Mr. keith, 
with whom alfo the king did not ifand very fair. The king feeing Mr. 
KEITH at court the clay after, called to him, ami in very obliging terms 
aileed him' in french, “ Will you do me a pleafure ? Carry this cafket 
“ to your mother-in-law with my compliments, and here is the key of 

it.” In it were four.d 10,000 crowns in gold, and a very jxilitc letter 
to m.idame kn f i:: phac'SE, recommending Mr. keith to her in the 
flronged and moft afledlionate terms. I’his incident gained the king 
appUufc, in proportion to the great love and efteem which every one has 
for Mr. KEITH. This gentleman is of scotch extraiilion, but his pa- 
rents fen- fome ag^,s have acknowledged allegiance to the houfe c>f bran- 

CEXBURG. 

With regard to filial duties, few private men treat their parents with 
more refpedt than he does his mother, whom he never approaches covered, 
nor without the higheft exprefllons of reverence ; when he is in p-erlint 
he vifits her every day j nor does he treat bis filters with lets politenefs. 
He is civil to his own queen, but notliing more : this is a part of h:s hif- 
toiy which the people do not talk of. I obferved in the opera lioufe that 
he placed the ma'gravinc of bareith at lus right hand j and when he 
toqk bis leave, reared backwai'ds two or three yard-', (jermam ceremo- 
nies arc in fcvei'a! inflances troublefbme, and in tome ridiculous. 

Ilefides his great flvill in mufic, he has a tafie for poetry j daring his 
campaign, in that part of the war which was unfortunate *, after perform^ 

When reurcU from before prince Charles in bohemia. 
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ing all the duties, and fufFering all the fatigues of a general in the day, 
he pofleffed fuch tranquility a$ to anfwer letters of pleafure and politeneft, 
ajid even to write verfes in the evening, as I was affurM by one of his 
chaplains. His memoirs of tlie houfe of bRx\ndenburg, arc a proof of 
his abilities as an author. 

This prince pretends alfo to fome knowledge in phyfic j he difputes with 
his phyiicians, and, after hearing their opinions, generally preferibes for 
hinifelf. I do not fuppofe that this is always the cafe ; but he once gave oc- 
caiion to a certain phylician to tell him with that franknefs witli which 
one may fpeak to a man of fenfe, though a king, All the world muft 
“ acknowledge your inajefty undeiftands how to govern a kingdom ; but 
“ give me leave to underftand my profeflion alfo as a phyfician.” 

There is another ftory current in Berlin, which I apprehend mafl; 
have had feme foundation, though the circumftahees are not very credible. 
When the dlfguft between the courts of London and Berlin ran high, the 
kiiig upon fome jocofe occafion, mentioned a certain great prince in terms 
not tlie moft refpedful} to which his minifter, who, as the ftory fays, 
v/as then prefent, made this pertinent and gallant anfwer j The king my 
“ mailer never rode off the field of battle,” This was doing juftice at bnee 
to the elTtntial merit and well known valour of the prince in queflion, 
and reproving the king for the fault which he committed by an over foli- 
citude for the fecurity of his perfon at the battle of molvitz, where Iiq 
made his nrft appearance as a warrior. 

The great fecret of life, with regard to the execution of mucli bufi- 
nefs of whatever kind, is a proper and religious diftribution of the feve- 
ral hours of the day. No rnaa undcrllands this better than his Prussi- 
an niajefty : his conftitution Ivaving fuflercd by taking too little reft, 
he now goes to bed early, and fleeps feven or eight hours : by this means 
he is in a condition to rife early ; and hefidcs the bufinefs of the cabinet 
and the parade, he can enjoy his favourite pleafures of books and muliC} 
in dais laft he compofes as well’ as {>effbi ms. 


Cc 2 
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It is amazing to conllder a man fd devoted to bufinefs, and yet fo paf-?^ 
fionately fond of mniic} how far it may contribute to the virtue of hki 
mind, I know not} it is cert;iin Iy.no vulgar pleafure. Of all ,the en-fa 

joyments of fenfe, fays an eminent divine, this is the lead: fenfual." In- 
deed its effects, if rightly improved, terminate not in the bare pleafuro 
of amufement }. it feerns to be peculiarly adapted to minds fufceptibl6 of 
religious impreliions } its charms are calculated to inrplrc a juft idea of 
him who has formed the heart to a relifli of fuch delights, endowed us 
with capacities to proclaim his praifcs^i, and taught us how to raile tho 
foul to the raptures of angels. 

It may be remarked, that very few perfons who have not a good ge- 
nius, arrive at any great proficiency in this fcience, though it feems to 
depend more on the imagination than the underftanding. It is certain 
that this enchanting art lias made a deep impreftion on the king of prus- 
siAj who prides him/cif in nothing fo much, except bufinefs. He ge- 
nerally Ipends a ftiort tiine in playuig on the. flute every morning before 
he goes to his cabinet : here he remains till eleven,, and then receives fo- 
reign miniftcrs, and executes bufiheft of a more public nature till noon : 
he then ufually goes abroad, and gratifies himfolf in feeing military ex- 
creife, and performing the duty of a foldier, and keeping iip> the fpirit of 
that difoipiine, which is fo eflential to the fupport of his ftate and con- 
tjueft. Soon after one he dines, and about three one of his fecretarics 
reads to him. In the evening he has a concert; and tlais is the ordinary 
manner in which he fills up the day. 

The world has talked much of His fecret manner of cpn.dinfting bufi- 
r.sfs : it is well known that befidcs the execution of fome important 
part of it with his own hand ; his fecretarics have every one their pri- 
vate apartment, and each his particular province afligned ; fo that if he 
difeovers that any of them are unfaithful, there is no difficulty where to 

■ p .. 

Nu^ithftanding this prince’s ^eat abiliides, * his fituation feems to b« 
uneafy. It has beea laid of himi that he once declared he would give 

Jhis 
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his right hand to be fure of pofleffin during his Kfc.. Ills' 

higbly improbable that he ever did make fuch a declaration, though it 
might bj 2 made for him by the partisans of the houfe of avstria, 

rmrnediatdy after the diverfidns I have mentioned were concluded, the 
king went to bresl au j it was remarkable that the houfe in which he* 
was lodged, was in flames without its being known by what means, and 
his majefty had but juft time to preferve his perfon, narrowly efcaping 
from the flames as his father did about 20 years before at Dresden. I^ova 
I have hiitentioned bresl ad, it may be worth obierving that the king, 
maintains a garrifon of io,oco foldicrs in that city, whereas the Aus- 
trians never had near that number. Notwithftanding fome appear- 
ances, the fteady hand with which this prince condu«ils his government^ 
prornifes a happy reign. The time may come when it will be the mutual 
intered of this nation, and the houle of bran den burg, to reunite a- 
gain : tliough religion feems to be out of the qneflion in mod political 
alliances, yet this confideration w'ill ever create an inclination to friend- 
dnp among dates. The edablilhed religion of Brandenburg is much 
tlie fame as ours: . we nave generally been connected with that houfe i 
and the prefent good lituation of it, if the united provinces continue 
In the condition they are in, may again render a union neceflliry. But 
whatever changes time may produce in dates, ever fubjeit to change, 
lionour, I think, will be due to the prefent king of Prussia from 
us, and all mankind. He has eftablitlicd a reputation upon the fureft 
foundation, was it only for that bold generous droke in politics, in 
delivering his country from the jaws of lawyers, who before his timci 
at lead in Brandenburg, fported tvith the fufFerings of the wretch- 
ed, and fa w unmoved the tears of the widow. In the Prussian do- 
minions, the decilion of cauies cannot be protra<fled to a tormenting 
and devouring length. How long this will lad is hard to lay, unlefs tb.e 
king has the art of making his fubjcdls virtuous, as Well as obedient to 
his edidls. The, fuits in crandenburg are now brought to a fpeedy 
ifluc. at ail eaiy . eatpeiicc, a regulation, which could never be made but?by 
the fjhgular attention of . a foyereign prince.. Why it is not done in lu- 

r mited 
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niited as well as abfolutc monarchies, 1 know not; unkfs ui certain in- 
fiances flavery is preferred to liberty, or the name of liberty to the re- 
ality of it. The law is certainly an excellent and a necebary profeffion j 
but too many men are bred up to it ; confequently in purfuit of n (up- 
port, they deviate from the original defign, by perplexing with injurious 
refinements that which it is their duty to make plain and intelligible. 

After what has been faid in praife of the king of Prussia, and of 
the ieveral marks of his fine tafte and penetrating judgment, we may 
contemplate the fuperior charms of liberty. A man accuftom^ii to live 
under a limited monarchy, who has prefei'ved a right fcnfc of his condition, 
will plainly difeover how little definable thofe circumllances are, which 
render it the duty of a father to fubmit the difpofal of his children, as 
as well as his eftatc, to the arbitrary will of his fovereign j which muft 
Ibmctimes tempt him, even under fuch a king as his Prussian majefiy, 
to curfe his ancefiors, whole folly or cowardice have forfeited the reward 
of virtue, and the moft valuable gift which the author of nature has be- 
flowed on his creatures. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 

■ '*' ■ 

.JlJJjort defeription of the palaces of charlottenburg and potsdam. 
Gf the prvssia:^ guards^ number of the Prussian troops^ their arms ^ 
cloaihhig^ cxcrcife and pay i ‘with a view of Prussian revenues. 

B efore I took my final leave of Berlin, my curiofity canied 
me to to CHARLOTTENBURG, whiclx is about a mile dillance from 
the city, through a road exceeding Tandy. The king’s grandfather found- 
ed this palace, and his prefent niajcfty has finilhed it according to his 
own tafle, which appears to be extremely elcgan!. There is a range. of 
about ten apartments, few of them large, but w'ell difpofed and coiive- 
nieht i they are adorned with white ftoco and gilding in a very high 
manner. The ball room is in an exquifite ‘tafte, and worthy of the 
king who is faid to have defigned it. It has ten windows on each fide, 
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and beildes the ftoco and guilding, which are more rich than in the other 
apartments, it is allb adorned with bufts, ftatues and large pier glafles. 
The gardens are laid out with tafte, and the ftatues well difpofed. 

Auguft the 22d, I left Berlin^ and went to potsdam, which is dif- 
tant 4 miles j the road is very fandy and difagrecablc. This is the fa- 
vourite rclidcnce of the king; it is agreeably fituated on a branch of thq 
SPREE, which forms a fcrpcntine figure, and is near 100 fathoms over. 
The town is of a confiderable extent, and the buildings neat and regular, 
as indeed are thole of almoft every town in brandenburg j but itfeems 
to be intirely occupied by foldicrs. The palace which the king iias lately 
baiit there, is irot large, but elegant, particularly the king’s writing- 
chamber and ftudy, the laft is partitioned by balluftrades ot filver ; the 
ifames of tlic looking-glafics and cmbclliihments of the tables are alfo 
of the fame metal. There is a large apartment for the officers who dine 
in it every day at the king’s expence. The throne in the audience chain- 
lH:r is iriagnificentlv adorned with a rich embroidery of the arms of the 
houic of BRANnt.NBURG, fuppofted by two hercules’s. In one of 
the apartments are two curious figures in copper, of a chixese man 
iltting, a woman of the fune country fupporting an umbrello over I\im ; 
the v.nolc piece IS richly gilded and hands in an oval niche laid with 
marble ; thefe two Itgurco compofe a very convenient hove. They were 
tlien lining t-hc grand ialioon with silesia marble, of which the ftair- 
ca fc was already finiflied. 

In the garden are many rich ftatues of a great fize, particularly a Nep- 
tune and AMPHiTian: ereded on a fea car in a large bafon, oppofite 
the eaft f ont of the palace. The ftables are contiguous, and well Fur- 
nillied with good English hunters. 

I-rt POTSDAM arc quartered die king’s guards, who are about 2000 
men, of great ftature and comelinefs, well cloathed, and diftinguillied 
by fiiver laced hats and black cockades. His prelent majefty has declined 
thoib oppreffive mcafures which the old king pradifed to fuppert this 
body of men of a prodigious ftature j they are yet remarkably tall. A 

certain 



OF TliE ORDER AND MILITARY Partm 

certain ENGLISH nobleman being afked by his late majefty, ** if his maf- 
“ ter had any equal number of troops who could beat thefe tall fellows*” 
anfwered, “ I do not know that tlie king my mafter has any regiment 
who can beat your majefty's guards; but I d;u'e engage he has one of 
half their number that would fight them.” 

The army which his prefcnt maje/ly keeps on foot, being an object of 
aftoni/hment to the curious world, 1 fliall mention fuch particulars as oc- 
curred to me ; and tliough many of tliem may at firft fight appear as too 
.minute for judicious obfervation, yet they are not, 1 think, uninterelling. 

The number of troops in the pay of the king of Prussi a is generally 
computed at 1 20,000 ; his officers infifted they were 140,000. 1 hav'e 

feen a lift which makes them yet more numerous, but I believe they do 
not exceed this number, if they reach it. 

This prince has a body of 80 Iquadrons of hussars, each of 130 
men. I law many of them in the towns I pafled through, and was fur- 
prized by W'hat means they could be collected, fo youthful, comely, 
.ftrong and well lliaped: but tlie king has his emiflaries all over Europe. 
Whilft I was in dantzig, a young man of whom 1 had fome know”- 
.ledge, had procured himfelf a lodging in prifon ; his debt, which was of 
.about 20 1. was immediately offered to be paid, provided he would enter 
into the pRussiAN lervice. 

The arms of the hussars aie a light inuikct and fabre, both whicls 
ate kept in admirable order. Their cloathing is of coarle re4 cluth, made 
/:lofe to their bodies, and ftrengthened at the elbows by leather in the 
iliape of a heart. Their breeches are of well drefled fheep-lkin. Their 
boots ftiort and light, but the foies of them made durable. Their cips 
are ftrengthened in the ordinary way, fo as to^ftand a cut. They|iiife 
the o.ily denomination of foldicrs in the Prussian fervice w'hd haVc 
no chaplain ; indeed their number upon the bid eftabliflithent was inton- 
fiderablc. One of the chaplains who att^ded tM kitlg in th.e laft War, 
complained tome of the little fenfe of religion amohg the huss ars ; and 
as an inftance, mentioned a remarkable pic^ e^ 'VillMriy committed by 
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onf; of that body. A young man had juft taken cliarge of a purfe of 
money from a dying Prussian ofticer, who had enjoined him to deliver 
it to his wife and children j a hussar came up to him in this interval 
and demanded the purfe, which the young man refufed, alledging for 
what purpofe he had received it ; notwithftanding which, this lawlcfs 
ioldier murdered him and took the money 

Belides the hussars, the king has a fmall body of men whom they 
call hunters, who are reputed the moft faithful couriers in his army, and 
arc oftentimes promoted for their fidelity in hazardous enterprizes. 'Ilic 
AUSTRIANS arc faid to have employed men under this denomination 
among their ranks witli pieces loaded with lingle balls, to mark out 
the otlicers of the enemy, in which they are very dexterous. This, 
whicli is confelfedly an unwarrantable pradlice, induced the Prussians, 
o.ecorcVmg to the report of the latter, to take the fame method ; when 
tlicle hunters are taken prifoners no quarter is granted on either fide. 

Tlie PRUSSIAN foldiers in general are remarkable for their very ftiort 
cloathing, which at firft view feems to be frugality to a degree of ridi- 
culoufnefs, but is moft plainly calculated for many wife ends. Nothing 
but a blind fupcrftition for the cuftoms of our forefathers, could have fo 
long kept feveral nations ignorant of the fimc management. The Prus- 
sian foldiers alfo have their elbows armed with leather, as already ob- 
ferved. It fives the reputation c^f patching an old garment ; and one ne- 
ver fees a Prussian foldier the leaft in rags; on the contrary they all ap- 
pear as gentlemen, with regard to the cleanlincfs of their perions. 

The king’s guards and fome few other regiments are cloathed annually, 
but in general the army has new regimentals twice in three years only. 
The late king required the fuldici y to w'car white rpatterdaftics winter and 
fummer, but his prcfcnc majefty obferving the inconvenience as well as 
inelegance of it, gives his men black for the winter j thefe are made of 
fuftian, or a thick kind of linnen cloth. The foldiers have alfo breeches 

J 

^ Whatever the prieft might imagine, I am afraid fuch accidents are not unufual in war, and that 
« common foldier fometimes kills a friend as well as an enemy* 

VoL. II. Dd 


of 



2 10 OF THE ORDER AND MILITARY Part III. 

of woollen cloth in this fcafon, whereas in lummerthey arcof white dimity 
or linnen, which are very light and cleaii. They obferve an uniformity 
about their heads by wearing pigtails, which are eafily kept ii| repair. 
They arc generally powdered, but always fo when on duty ; and this 
modern elegance in drefs not only ferves to preferve the natural hair, or 
wig, but gives the foldicr a rcfpedl: for his own perfon j and the rank in 
wliich he is taught to confidcr Ihmfclf, compenfates in fomc fort for the 
fmallnefs of his pay. 


The foluiers hats, and the caps of the grenadiers are fmall, but at 
the fame time as tixey anfwcr ail the purpofes of a covering and a uni- 
form, their heads by this means are kept tlie cooler ; this muft afford 
a confidcrable advantage both in march and adlion, beyond the ridiculous 
magnitude of modern coverings, which, had cxnce prevailed fb much in tixe 
BRITISH army, that the foldicrs afFcd'ted a reputation for courage in pio- 
portion to the dimeniion of their hats. 


Tile PRUSSIAN foldiers carry their cartouch box much higher tli.ia 
thole of any troops I have yet feen : tliis mull alfo render tlicir march 
the eaiier, as the carriage of it is fo much the liglitcr j and cudotn 
mull make it equally familiar to draw their cartridges: their arms on the 
other hand are reputed incomparably the largell and mofl weighty of any 
in EURopK, though fome of the fir/ilecrs, who are fmaller bodied men, 

cd. As to the clcnnnefs of them, ’tis hard 
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.which proper places are appointed. The Icail motion cf the head hot 
according to art, i.s corrected ; fo that a foldier in this fervice mull apply 
diligently to his duty, or he will pafs his time j-'ery ill. The frequent re- 
petition ©f exercife feems to render thefe heavy arms more familiar to 
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them, than much lighter are to foldiers kept in idlenefs. Men thus inured 
to labour, muft heceflarily enjoy great advantages in marching j and when 
they cojiie to action, their heavy arms will bear a greater repetition of 
difeharges, carry further with larger balls, ar.d have a greater weight with 
the bayonet. The king mvtkes himfelf acquainted with circumflances 
the moll minute, however dlfregarded through a blind fuccelTlon of ages 
as things indifferent, well knowing how much the fate of empires may 
depend on cautes lefs the objedls of cominoit obfervation. 

Thefe foldiers are not put to any ether tlian military duties ; except the 
natives of brandenburo who in time of peace have liberty by rotation to 
purfue agriculture and mechanic employments. In rcfpedl to labour they 
are confidered as gentlemen : but drunkennels and gaming arc punilhable in 
tlic fevcrell manner. 

During the fummer they fend bodies of cavalry into the Held j at the 
ilime time that this acculloins them to the duty ol a campaign, they 
ferve alfo as an advanced guard, prevent defertion among the foldiers, and 
robberies or murders on the roads : for out of thefe detachments, which, 
are generally compeied of about ico men and iipwards, a watch guard 
of two men are placed in fcveral different parts of the roads near their 
body. None but the king’s guards are ever permitted to go without the 
walls of BERLIN. 

In all countries wlsere great armies arc fupported, a rigid difeipline be- 
comes effential, and this his Prussian feems to underffand. It is thoueht 
that many of his foldiers are ripe for defertion, and lb it appeared to me 
from feme particular circumflances ; but foreigners who liavc already 
been in feveral fcrvices, are generally inconffant. 

I have already obfe'ved, that two thirds of the army, according to 
their cllabrillinicnt, Ihould be compofed of foreigners, and this reafon, 
as W'ell as the fmall number of inhabitants in the Prussian dominions, 
make it obvious how difficult it muff be to z'ecniit an amay ; lb that how- 
ever formidable this prince may appear, if wc conlider his country a.s little 
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plentiful in refourccs of wealth as of inhabitants* that Rrength miift be 
deemed artificial in a great meafure* which has fo great a connedtion 
with foreign dependencies : however all the vvorld muft allow, that the 
Rrength derived from the acquifition of silesia, which conftitutcs a 
great part of tliis prince’s power, is more natural ; whether it is more 
Rable lhall not be my bufinefs to enquire. 

The pay of a common foldicr in this country is eight grofeh " a week, 
and of this three pence is fuppofed to go in wafhing, and materials for 
cleaning their arms, for v-rhieh they are fo much difUnguilhed j but they 
are allowed bread. 

Upon this calculation 120,000 men coft but 364,000!. fo that if we 
reckon thrice this fum, in order to include their ammunition bread, the 
pay of officers, and cloathing, it does not much exxeed a million Hil - 
ling j, fuch is the incredible force of difeipliue and occonomy : but this 
is a k'/lbn with which we arc not well acquainted, in great Britain. 
One remarkable proof of this cecononiy is, that the Prussian army, 
as well as all the officers of the crown, receive their pay before it is due : 
SILESIA, according to fome calculations, fupports near 40,000 men; 
from w'hence we may judge how reluflant the houfc of Austria mull 
have been to part with it. The fubfidy which the king receives from 
FRANCE, is faid to be no Icfs an cbjed: than 300,000 1 . value in our 
money. 

The revenues of the houfe of erandenburg, including the king’s 
late couquefl, are computed at eight millions of dollars ; but I think 
this fum exceeds the reality, Thefe revenues arife from a tax of about 
half the rent of the landxS, and near 40 per cent, on the value of all 
eatables, foap, candles, &c. and yet, what muft appear moft ftrangc to 
us in ENGLAND, the advantages ariifing from the'natlonal occonomy, and 
the regularity which, runs through every branch of the government,, and 
particularly in the parcimony of the court, make the people’s chains iic 
eaiy, and feeure their property enough to anirrfate their indqftry. 

» Fourteen pace. ^ 1,400,000 !. * • 

Happy 
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Happy were it for us did we know but half the mifery which other 
niitious feel. It would induce us chearfuUy to contribute to the fupport 
of that government againft which we are fo apt to complain : the inte- 
grity of our manners would then render it unnecefl'ary to good minifters, 
and dangerous to bad ones, to dare to corrupt the minds of thofe on 
whole virtue our liberty mull ultimately depend. 

C H A P. XXXV. 

Defcription of sans souci. AJkort account of the nianufaSlory., acade-^ 
my, and church at wi r TiiNBURo. Dijh'cjfes in saxony, occafioned by 
the mnltipUcity of deer. The author arrives at Dresden. AJfjort ac- 
ccunt of that city and its Jrade. Number of inhabitants, foldiery, ejla- 
blijhed religion, romish chapel, &c. Some particulars cmicerning thi 
I'ing of PRUSSIA after his vidlories in saxoiNY. 

S ans souci being in the neighbourhood of potsdam, I indulg- 
ed niy curxofuy in feeing it before I took my leave of the eledlorate 
of BRANDENBURG i for hardly in any part of Germany is there any 
tiling worth feeing, but what immediately belongs to the fovereigns of 
rjic country. This building fccins to have been intended as a fummer- 
houfe and library to the palace of potsdam, foorn whence it is about 
an ENGLISH mile. It ftands upon an eminence, and commands an agree- 
able view of the town, and alfo of a finall branch of the spree, which 
runs by the hde of the garden, TJie apartments are for the moft part 
on the ground floor j they are elegantly rinifhed, and as the king foems 
to have a liking for the place, it is probable the building will be enlarg- 
ed. From the houfe to the lower part of the garden, is a defeent of 
about 120 yards, by fix feveral ranges of ftone Heps, and as many ter- 
rafes, the fides of which are all planted with vines and covered with glafs 
cafements, and fianding foil to the fouth and fouth-eaft fun, the fruit is 
well ripened. The garden below has nothing extraordinary, except 
veral fine pieces of ftatuary done by nancie of paris, particularly 
VENUS drawing a net, and a diana with game i the pedcftals of which.. 
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are alfo rich in relievo. There are feveral others of lefs note, both in 
niarble and lead, and alfo bafoiis of the fame material. For Ibme of 
thefe curiolitics the king is obliged to count bruhl, whom we (Ijall have 
occalion to mention. As his majefty profeiTes no kwe for this minifber, 
he the more eafily reconciled carrying off feveral flatucs and other fuch 
valuables from the count’s houfe and gardens at Dresden. The gar- 
den is lliort of half an englisii meafured mile, the eafl end of it is 
terminated by an Egyptian pyramid, embelliihcd with hieroglyphics. 
Here is very little turf and no gi'avcl, the fandy walks robbing the gar- 
den of lialf its beauty. 'Fliis place is treated with an uncommon refpeC:!:, 
the gardincr did not permit me to walk with my fword on, allcdging 
that the king himfelf never wore one in that retreat. 


The 23d of Auguft I left POTSD.YM, and travelling through woods 
and fandy plains, where I met with only one final! village, and hardly a 
living creature except fome cleer in the foreft, I arriw^d at bexitz, which is 
two GERMAN milcs j fiom thence to britz e n arc two very long miles, but 
the road lefs fandy : tiiis is the Prussian frontier. From britzf.n 1 en- 
tered the eled:orate of saxony. I'lic paflpoit whicli I had received from the 
governor of Berlin was no longer of any ufe. Here the pleafantnefs of the 
verdure and the richnefs of the foil, intermixed with groves and herds of 
cattle, give one an idea of plenty, fuperior to what is found in Bran- 
denburg j yet the eeconomy and elegance of tlie Prussians compen- 
fatc f.) greatly for this inequality, that many of the saxons have taken 
refuge in brandenburg, and chufe the fandy foil of that country, with 
the government of it, preferable to their own. Hence feveral little towns 
which the king of Prussia has built on his own frontiers, are almort; 
fully peopled by saxons; and fome of the saxons, I v/as told, tranf- 
plant themfclves to America, to avoid the infupportable exactions con- 
tinually made on them, * 

Having travelled four german miles, I arrived at wittenburg, fa- 
mous for the manufadfory of coarfe cloths : ^the wool in this country 
is rdtnarkably good. There are about 500 private manufa6:uries, 

cloths 
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cloths are alfo fent hither from all parts to be dyed j the blues and greens, 
connnonly called saxon, are bell: dyed in this place. 


Ilere’is alfo an acailcmy, in which about 700 dudcnts are taught the 
arts of dancing, fencing, and other polite accomplilhmcnts. They are 
under the care of twelve profcilors, who teacli latin, ckekk and 
FUKiscn. Young perfons are fen t hither from all pairs of cicKMA.Nr, 
particularly from Hamburg and dantzig. Here is the cokoloff 
church, a building of about 300 years handing, where martin luther 
hrft preached the doclrinc which occafioned tlic revolt from the romish 
church. lie is alfo interred here, but has no other monument than a 


hmple brafs plate with an infeription, except his original portrait at length 
painted on wood, and well preferved hoce 1510. I'he people here, as 
in moil places, where the j.utp.er an religion pi cvasls, have a ftrong tinc- 
ture of ROMiSH fuperAition ; among fcvcral inllances of which the cre- 
dulon'j tc!! you, that, in tiic library now belonging to the academy, the 
ch-vii viuted MARTIN i.ii i Hr.R, who rcccived him fo unpolite.ly as tO' 
tlifow his ink-hand at him. 

Vv'iTTKNiiURo is a fortified town, lituatcd near the elbe, and had at 
tills time a garrifon of 300 invalids, commanded by prince eu gene o£ 

DJ-.SSAU. 


Not far from hence we pafTcd over the little river fester, and thro’ 
ic\'cral woods of oak, from wlicnce tlic inhabitants have plenty of acorns- 
for their fwine, which is their principal food, 'I'lie pcalants were now 
mowing a fecond crop of hay, but tlie extreme fertility of the foil did 
not feem to diminifh the poverty of the inliabitants. 


On the 2.}th I went from vvittene-I'Rg to annafurg, which Is four 
GERMAN miles, and from thence to gosoorf, tliree german miles; the 
greateib part of the latter .ai’e ve\*y tedious, being through a fereft, where 
the road is very bad. 


From thence to grosskhagn is three german miles, thixiuyh a de- 
lightful road and rich foil. TJiis country abounds in large dorks, with- 

blade 
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black tails, and wings tipped with the fame colour. I counted ten towns 
and villages round me, within the circle of little more than an English 
mile, which rather Hiows what saxony has been than what it now is. 

^ -I 

On tlie 25th I palled by molsberg, a hunting palace belonging to the 
icing, lituated on an eminence near the village 1 sing berg, about two 
GERMAN miles from DRESDEN. The avenue which leads to it is very 
long, well paved, and planted on each hde with wild chefnut-trees : it 
has a good garden, and is furrounded with woods, where the king takes 
-fuch delight in hunting the wild boar, that he fometimes remains there 
for three months at a time. At the bottom of it is a great lake which 
.abounds in fifli. 

Hunting is the ruling paffion of the saxon court, and a fatal paffion 
it isj for the rational inhabitants are more diftrelTed by it than the brutes. 
In the hard winter of 1740, it is computed that above 30,000 bead of 
deer died in the eledorate of saxony ; and yet sn the open lands and 
foreds were now reckoned to remain above that number, of which no- 
body dares to kill one under penalty of being condemned as a galley- 
dave : thus the deer become more tame than a fportfman could wirti j 
and thefe with the wild boars are fo great a nufance to the country, that 
the SAXONS would gladly compound to fupport a body of 8000 foldiers 
extraordinary, on condition that thclc animals fliould be reduced to 
half their prefent number. In every town of any note there arc fifty of 
the inhabitants who watch, five- every night, by rotation, and ufe bells 
to frighten the deer, and defend their corn from the incurlions of this for- 
midable enemy. Frequent remonftrances have been made to the court 
on this fubjeft, but to no other purpofe than to convince the people of 
their flavery. This little paffion, joined to a foolifli refpcfl for the cuf- 
tom of their forefathers, thus induces the ele6:or^ of saxony to violate 
the property of their fubjedls •, at the fame time they depart from tiic 
true ends of government, and confequently from their true happinefs, 
which they fondly feek by fuch gratifications,^ 
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The peafants of this country carry provifions to market for a great dif- 
tance in wheelbarrows, which are well adapted for the purpofe both in 
their height and other dirnenfions j the wheel of it is bound with iron, 
and is lighter, though much larger, than thofc wc ufe in England. 

’ Dresden, the metropolis of the cledloratc of saxony, (lands on a 
plain, furrounded about two leagues oft* by lofty hills j tlic neared of them 
are very fandy, and are therefore converted into vineyards, w'hich, receiv- 
ing all the heat of a full fouth fun, (ometiines bring the grapes to 
maturity ; but I never heard any great commendations of their wine. 
As I entered the city I obferved a very different condu( 5 l in the guard 
from what is found in krandenburg; for here noqueftions were alleed, 
whereas the Prussians are as circumfpedl as in time of war. Near the 
entrance of the part called the new city, is an equeftrian ftatueof the 
late king Augustus II. credled on a lofty pededal, faid to be made by 
a common fmith, and as fuch may be admired j but it has many capital 
defedls, particularly in the head of the horfe. 

This city is well fortified : it dands on both fides of the elbe, which 
communicate with each other by a done bridge 540 feet long, and 36 
broad, in which fpace it has 1 8 arches j the paflage over it is horizontal, 
and takes off very much from that grand eftcdl w'hich a curve produces 
in thefe drudlures Great order is obferved In palling this bridge, one 
(ide being appointed to lead to the new city, and the other to the old; 
near the latter it is adorned with a crucifix of brafs of curious workman- 
ihip, about half as big as the life. It is fixed on .a done pededal, on 
which are the emblems of death and the devil, reprelentcd by a human 
ikull and a ferpent iji brafs. Here are feveral fquarcs and lofty done 
buildings, in which are (ix or feven dories. The rooms, though neat, 
are not large. The buildings make an elegant appearance, but are infe- 
rior in beauty to thofc- of be run. Dresden being an antient city, many 
of the dreets are narrow. 

* The bridge at Westminster is incomparably iwott grande 
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The trade of this place is very inconfiderable. The moft important 
commodity here is lilver, of vrhich the mines near fridburg pro- 
duce every fifteen days about the value of 20,000 dollars which is 
brought into the city in ingots in a regular carriage appointed for 
that purpofe, and immediately coined and delivered to the proprie- 
tors. The mines ai‘e under the care of diredtors, whofe bufinefs it 
is to fupport the value of the flock, but they ufually go in a beaten 
tradl, Vr'ithout making any efforts to encrea'e the quantity, on the Con- 
trary it often comes fhort of tlie ordinary computation. This filver is im- 
mediately coined into florins of i6grofch, which with refpcdl to the cur- 
rent money of bats, driers, &c. is worth 7 per cent, advance, and is 
confequently fo fpeedily conveyed into the neighbouring territories to be 
again melted down, that it is next to inrpoffible to obtain in change in 
this true filver, money for one finglc louis d’or in the ordinary commerce 
of the people : in which inflancc the saxons feem very regardlcfs of 
their own intercfl ; for though this filver may be condilcred as a com- 
modity, the currency of fuch a coin as their bats and driers, mufl be de- 
trimental in proportion as they are worfe than their genuine coin. 

The exchange here is regulated as in leipsig. The par is reckoned 
125 SAXON dollars for 100 rix dollars current in Amsterdam, but the 
exchange is gencralh' 1 3 5 for their fmall monies : there is an agio of 
3 per cent, v/hen payment is made for bills in louis d’ors, and for du- 
cats 4 per cent, is allowed. 

They pretend there are 30,000 towms and villages in saxony, of which 
to the number of 60 arefeen from fome eminences near drksden. They 
alfo reckon that the whole elecloratc has 4 millions of people, which 
feems to be twice the number one ought to believe, efpecially as they 
acknowledge to have only 2600 ccclefiaftics ; nor wjere there now in Dres- 
den above j 10,000 fouls, of vvhicli 4000 were foldicrs. 

The king’s guard is a regiment confifling of 2000 foldiers, half of them 
are poi, Anders and half saxons : they are tifil w'’ell-lookii3g men, their 
regimentals in good order, and their exercife exadl ; it is modelled after 


die 
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the PRUSSIAN manner, but not carried to that peri’cftion. Their arms 
ai'c Jightcr than thoie of die P« ussi ans, but their cartoueh box heavier : 
except tliis regiment, which is cloatlied in red, all the infantry wear white 
widi diSerent facings. Tlie king's horfe guards arc cloadicd in a high 
talle, but with a mixture of the grand and ridiculous, their buff coats be.- 
ing richly embroidered in gold, witJi a fun on their brcali and another on 
their backs. The s axons arc reckoned very good foldicrs. Several prus- 
si an .officers have acknowledged to me, tliat had the Austrians be- 
haved fo well as the saxons, they iliould liave found a more arduous 
ftruggle in the late war. Tlic inhabitants here think die king of Prussia 
did not play fair upon the occafion of the battle of Dresden j yet they 
ackjiowicdge the good order preferved in the Prussian army by his ma- 
jelly’s prcfence, as it liived the citizens from thofe violences which they 
feared from die ferocity of the prince of anu ault DESsAUi When 
the king of Prussia came to this city with his ainiy, he would not fuf- 
fer even his brother Augustus william to gratify his curiofity in fee- 
ing the rarities which were left in the green vault, for fear of any acci- 
dent to them. One of my acquaintance in Dresden told me that the 
king aiked him what the people thought upon the occafion of the battle, 
he replied, “ We were all in the highell terrors and apprehenfions.” So 
“ was 1 alfo, fiys the king, and we mufl all thank your fovereign the c- 

letSor of SAXONY for it.” 

Bcfules die fevcral calamities under vdiich tiiis country labours, thejea- 
loufy ariiing from the article of religion is not the lea(l> the ellablilhcd 
LUTHERAN clcrgy ai'c watchful of the reformed church which is much 
kept under, and obliged to liav'e all their marriages, chriftenings arid bu- 
rials performed by Lutherans j vvhild both think diemfclves extremely 
injured by tlic great countenance whicli is given at court to the roman 
catholics. They cllecai it a grofs abrurdity for a proteftant people to be 
governed by a romtsii prince j for the very principles of that religion, in- 
flead of promoting the notion of one common intcreft, declare againfl it. 

According to the eflablilhed conflltution of saxony, the roman ca- 
• tholics can no more have a church in Dresden, than their cleclor, witli- 
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out being of the romish church, can be king of pot AND. . A chapel 
however is connived at, by which is undeiflood a private, or at leafl: a mo- 
dell: place of vvorfliipj but the romish chapel, as it is fo called, is apom- 
jx>us llru£ture, and fo richly adorned with llatues and architecture, that 
art and expcnce feein to contend for die luperiority, however it was not 
yet entirely complcated. The furniture of it is intended to be of saxon 
porcelain, the altar-piece and oi'gan not excepted. I law forae of the or- 
gan pipes in dilfersnt pieces, and I make no doubt of the completion of 
this delign. 

The pleafure I had in the acquaintance of young count EUENAtr, who 
was with the polish embaliiidor at St. pETEasnuRG, gave me an op- 
portunity of carrying a recommendatory letter, direClcd to the count his 
father, at noethntv., which is not far from Dresden. This nobleman, 
who ferved the late emperor as minider of date, is edeemed one of 
the mod (earned men in gerMxInv, jmd has made one of the fined col- 
IcClion of books. I was very politely received by Mr. pktri and Mr. 
gervinus, both merchants, alfo by Mr, petshold, who had been the 
saxo:n minlder at the Russian court, and was now on his departure as 
minidcr at the court of Vienna. Mr. fonck, who was charged with the 
SAXON aihiirs in Russia, obliged me with a particular recommendation 
t'.) Mr. »E viETH, matter of the ceremonies to the king of Poland. 
This gentleman is remarkable for a line pcrlbn ; be received me very po - 
litely, and expi'cdcd great concern at the ablence of the court, wliicb 
was at wARs.Aw, as it deprived liim of the means of procuring me rnu,-. 
nv ivleafires- 


C II A P. 



( *** ) 

C H A F. XXXVI. 

A fuccitiB account of the curifties in Dresden in the eight apartments of 
the GRUNE GEWOLBE> and the twelve chambers of the kuntskam- 
MAR ^ Solomon’s King*s gallery of piSlures, The Chinese- 

palaccy and the quantity of porcelain contained in it. Of the sAxoii 
porcelain in general. 

M r. de veith was fo very obliging as to attend me to the gruxe 
GEWOLEE which is an apartment of the royal palace, and a 
repohtory of great riches as well as curiotities. 

I know not whether any traveller has given an account of the profu- 
fu»n of cxpcnfive trinkets contained in this building ; but it is certain 
tiicrc are many of rnoft cxquilite art, collected at a prodigious expence. 
They are too numerous to attempt a particular catalogue ; the minutes 
which I took down on the Ipot are as follow's ; 

The firft chamber contains loo fmall ftatues curioully wrought, tha 
greateft part in brafs, particularly an cquedrian jflatue of Augustus II. 
king of POLAND; FREDERICK WILLIAM the GREAT, being a mo- 
del of die famous ifatuc at Berlin"; lewis XIV ; centaurs, mer*. 
cury’s, 6cc. 

Tlie fecond chamber is of ivory, in a great variety of figures ; among 
others there is a fine crucifix ; a fliip completely rigged, with gold wire 
to reprefent ropes ; the fiils arc adorned with the arms of tlie king and 
the names of the princes of the royal family ; a figure of abraiiam 
offering his fon is a At', with the angel defeending and holding the hand 
of ABRAHAM as it is raifed to give the fatal wound. This figure, which 
is a copy of what was in the academy of St. ri; ri: rsh u rg, is one ell 
and a half high, and of exquiiite workmanihip. 

The tliird is of filver, cuvlouily wrouglit in variety of figures, par- 
ticularly a large fountain aiid four vafes of a great fizc. The fourth 

.1 The chamber of kcowKdg". Green va'ilt, “ Of ^y^ikh I luvc given .a plate. 

cont'Jus 
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contains vcllcls of pure gpld, and idver gilt ; the panncls of the 
room are of looktng-glafs. There are I'everal fine enamelled cups, and 
fomc pieces of plate of which they boall the antiquity. The fifth is a 
fpacicHis room with a lai^e quantity of precious llones worked witli great 
art; a cup of lapis nephriticmjs " j a ftatuc of Charles II. of 
ENGLAND ; A Ikii'gc goblet fct fountl wicli the molt curious and coftly an- 
tiques*, the angel mioiael vaiiquifliing the devil; this piece is of wood, 
and of admirable workman fhip performed in England, it coll: 2^500 1 . 
and is only two feet high. There arc fevcral fine tables of mosaic, par- 
ticularly one reprclcnting ilov.'crs, which coft yc,ooo feudi of Flor ence, 
anti was given to tlie king as a prefent; a ball of criftal fix inches diame- 
ter, without biemhh ; with a great variety of cups, criftals, mother of 
pearls, &c. 

The fixth chamber is of precious flones, with ibine flalle ones. There 
are allb great variety of pearls fet in a multiplicity of forms ; his prelent 
majefty of Poland curioufly cut in an onyx ; the reprefen tation of jo- 
NAs thrown into the fea, made of precious Hones, which is a very fine 
piece, and there are feveral others of the like nature ; a fword with a fil- 
ver blade, fo tempered as to bend like fteel, the hilt is of gold ; this cu- 
riofity was fent to the king by his holinefs of Rome ; the royal crown, 
feeptres, balls, &c. of the king and queen, which are of falfe ftones, 
the precious ones are taken out for ulc, and depofited in the next cham- 
bers, viz. the feventh and the eighth : thefc being of prodigious value, are 
furrounded with glafs calcs, and filled with the king’s regalia, and a pro- 
fulion of rich trinkets, as fwords, buttons, cancs, liars of his order, 
See. fet with the fineft ftoties, and many of them very large ; there are five 
dozen of coat and three of waiftcoat buttons of brilliants, fix dozen of 
buttons and fix dozen of button-liolcs of rofc diamonds ; a brilliant as big 
as a moderate fized wallnut ; a green brilliant abcfve an inch lorjgj an onyx 
of feven inches, eftimated at 70,000 crowns value ; a cup reprelenting 

DIANA in a bath, with combs, bruflies. See. all in gold and precious 

% 

^ They fay this ftone fuffers no kind of poifon without breaking, and is an antidote againft the 
floue and gravel » 

{tones ; 
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ftoncs j a garniture of faphirs, as buttons, fword, ftar, watch, fnuff- 
box, &c. 

But to pafs over this profufion of precious ftones, the piece of the 
greateft curiofity as an exadl reprefentation, is the throne of the great 
MOGHOL, which with extraordinary art and labour is performed in fiver 
figures, enamelled in colours, and adorned with precious ftoncs. There is a 
view of potentates bringing prefents, and falling proftrate at the throne, 
with elepirants, foldiers, fervants, and attendants in their different ffations. ' 
The artificer dingelengkr is laid to have fpent many years about this 
woi'k. 

Having thus gratified my curiofity in feeing this expenfive colledtion, 

I went to take a view of others of a different kind in the kuntskam- 
MKR, The firft chamber contains a large colledion or library of prints,, 
from the verv' commencement of the art of engraving to this time } fo 
that among many things highly valuable, there mufi; ncech be allc) a great 
deal of trafli l:)ut of this I can lay but little, the abfcncc of the librari- 
an having prevented my feeing it. 

The fecond is the mir.erul gallery j here are the earth and foil of the 
different countries of tlie world, and proof has been made of their prin- 
ciples and cjualitics j aifo oars of every denomination, of every country 
where mhies arc found, particularly of the tin, lead, copper, fiiver and gold 
of the mines of saxoxv : and here I had very ffriking proofs of the pro- 
du<ifion of folid lumps of the fineff metal in mines, as the common earth 
produces ftoncs. But what furprized njc more, was the metal vegetables, 
if fo I may call that which grows on the furfiice of the earth ; here were 
fome of gold of above two inches iiigh, and of fiber about fix inches. 
The SAXONS efteem themfelves fupcrlor to any nation in the knowledge 
of minerals J they have reduced it fo much to a fcience, that many of 
the’ftudcnts at tlic univerfity of i-RtBURG, apply themfdves more imme- 
diately to this ftudy, the agreeable purfuit of which muft open a new 
creation to thofe who have confidcred only the fuperficies of the mate- 
rial 
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-rial worUi. In this chamber were all kinds of ftones and marbles of dif- 
ferent countries, with whatever of this fort can improve or entertain the 
curious. Here is alfo the pearl wliich is found in the river klster ; 
likewile the mineral asbestos j it is of a white or filver colour,* its parts 
or fibres are divifible; they feel as Toft as filk, and it has this extraordinary 
property, that fire cleanfes without confuming it. The more extraordi- 
nary thing is a magnet of two foot and a half, which I compute to be 
not quite an ounce troy that fupports near five pounds of iron. 

The tfiird r:hamber confifts of things petrified, particularly pieces of 
wood, fome animals, and many fi(h. There are alfo birds eggs in their 
proper nefts. They told me that the waters of karlsbad have this 
effedl of petrifying, and that moft of thefe things are from thence. 

The fourth chamber is very large, there are different forts of ^vood and 
vegetables j of the former is a cabinet with 3 50 fquares as big as tlie palm 
of a large hand, ran in fiat as drawers, being all of different forts. In 
this apartment are the pictures of a man and his wife who lived near 
TAMESWAR; he reached the age of 185, flie of 172 years. I have feen 
copies of thefe pidlures, which were prefented by general bretlach the 
emperor’s embaffador to the Russian court, to count bestucheff the 
great chancellor. I'hey alfo fiiew here a table of tamarinth, of one 
piece of 2 ells three quarters, and yet they pretend it is only half the di- 
ameter of the tree which produced it. 

The fifth chamber is a fmall cabinet of Ikeletons and other anatomical 
curiofities. The fixth confifts of many forts of animals, the Ikins of 
whicli are fluffed, particularly crocodiles, leopards, monkeys, flags, &c- 
and feveral rnonflrous births of beafls. There is a figure of a flag of 
great fizc made of hartfliorn, which is pretended to be a fpecific againfl 
ihc effedts of poifon : the plate hanging on the breaft of it has this in- 
feription, k cornu cervi factus, contra venena prosum. It is 
poffiblc this may allude to the frequent excrcife of hunting, as a cure of 
thofc diforders incidental to luxury and indolunce. The feventh chamber 
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is of the Ikins of fiflies ftufFecl. I obferved particularly that of the fca 
lion, mentioned in lord anson’s voyages. TJic eighth has a great quan- 
tity of different kinds of /hells. Tlie ninth is of amber, of which ma- 
terial tliere is a cabinet of about iix feet high and four broad j every 
drawer has fome natural curiofity in amber. The tenth is a grotto with 
water fprings. The eleventh has many curiofities in coral. The twelfth 
contains the ffcclctons of lions, bears, 6cc. of a prodigious /ize, and 
the llnffed llcins of fome extraordinary beads, particularly of a horfe, 
wliofe mane is three ells and a half long, and his tail tv/clve ells and 
a half. laid net meafure cither, but was fatisfied of the great curio - 
fity, from the apparent length of them, which is indeed prodigious. 

From thefe apartments I was conducted to another more remote, to fee 
a model cut in cedar, of the temple of soi.omon, as deferibed in the 
old teffament, and other antient authorities. This piece coff 12,000 
crowns, and much labour has been bc/lowed on it; it reprefents the 
ark, the fandiun iaiKlforum, the facrifices, and all other rites and cere- 
monies of the MOSAIC law. 

The next objed; that engaged my curiofity, was tlie king’s , gallery of 
pj^lurcs, which, fince the purchafe of the duke of Modena’s coIledHon, 
is one of the fined in the world. The s axons lay the Italians lament the 
parting with that collection ; and that forty young noblemen and gentlemen 
now take Dresden in their travels, to one who formerly vifited that city. 
Part of the colletdion confitls in one hundred cajutal pieces, wliich arc 
faid to be all originals, though the connoilleurs will r.ot acknoNvlcdge it : 
it is certain however that they coff half a million of crowns ; and the 
whole collerffion, which confiffs of above two thoufand pieces, are valued 
between two and three millions of crowns’’. There are many pieces 
which are (aid to be inimitable, particularly our Saviour curing the fick j 
and the lliepherds finding him immc<liato]y after his birth, by corrkgio. 
Thefe pidfurcs not being ranged in proper order, appear to difiidvan- 

v P Near 500,000!, 
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tage j but it is certain diat the choiceil works of rapiiakl, Rubens, 
coRKEGio, aiul all the top mailer?, are exhibited in the moft magnificent 
profufion. A young woman twenty one years of age, a daughter of the 
dire<Stor ridel, paints admirably, and prom ifes to be one df the great- 
ell genius of the age; and torelli, a lad of eleven years only, follows 
her very ciofe. But the greatell deligiit which his bolish majelly takes, 
is in a iVuall gallery, all of portraits iii crayotui ; the greaiejf part of 
them arc of pcrfbns with vvliona the king was acquainted in his travels, 
particularly in italv, Moll of thefe pieces are performed, by figniora 
RosALBA; tlicv iirc Certainly very heautiful. A -none tl'/efe pi(dures they 
llicw one of a certain rr alia?: ladv, who is reported to })ave walled 
the eflates of half a dozen English lords, and as many English gen- 
tlemen ; but this feems to arife from accider.ts which liavc happened in 
pall times. 

The next curiolity is the Chinese palace, fo called from the tallc of 
the building, and the intention of furnilhing it with porcelain. The or- 
naments of the architcifture, and the relievo in the frontifpiece, arc after 
the CHINESE and japan manner. This palace hands on the llue, and 
commands a view of the bridge and of the romish chapel, but it is fir 
from being an elegant building, and is fituated too near the river. The 
a- auks of this palace conlill of fourteen apartments, filled with china and 
DRESDEN porcelain ; one would imagine there was fufficient quantity to 
hock a whole country, and yet they fay, w’itli an air of importance, that 
100,000 pieces more are wanted to comjslcat the intention of furnihilng 
lliis fingle palace, which is not large. 

Perhaps it may be fomc indulgence, to a female curiolity at Icah, to be 
irifoimed concerning this brittle commodity, wliich has been fo pafiion- 
ate'.y (ought for by the fair lex. But can this pafiion be deemed a folly 
v/hen vve fee even mighty princes ** pride themfelves in it? Here are* a 
great number of porcelain figures of dogs, fquirrels, monkeys, wolves, 
bears, leopards, £ic. fomc of them as big as t^ie life ; alfo elephants and 

5 His rafijoi’}' of riiusjiA. I^mctitnss calls his brother of i'oland, the porcekln king. 

rhincH 
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rhinoceros’s of the fize of a large dog ; a prodigious variety of birds, as 
cocks, hens, turkeys, peacocks, pheafants, hawks, eagles, befides parrots 
and other foreign birds, and a curious coiledlion of diffetent tlowers. The 
apodiles near three feet high, are in white porcelain. There is a reprefenta- 
tion of the crucifixion four or five feet high, with numerous other curious 
pieces : thefe lail are intended for the komish cliapel, which I hav^e al- 
ready obferved is to be furnllhcd with thefe rare .materials. A clock 
is preparing for the gallery in tliis palace, vi’hol’e bells are to be ull'o of 
porcelain : I heard one of them proved, and they are fulheient to form 
aiiy mu lie; but the hammers mull he of wood. 


A fuperflitious reverence for this extraordinary production has induced 
his inajcHy to preferve feme of the firll efforts of the porcelain fabric, 
and other performances in tlicir fevc’^al gradations, to the perfeclion the 
art is now arrived : nor is this pious concern confined to his own manu- 
factures ; here is a great number of plates and dillics of the old porce- 
lain of CHINA, invaluable in the efteem of thole whofe ideas are re- 
fined above common capacities. But what is moil amazingly wonder- 
ful, are the 48 china vafes, which do not appear to be of any uic, 
nor to be any ways extraordinary except their great fize ; and yet his 
late POLISH majefiy difeovered fuch captivating charms in thefe inanimate 
leantics, that he purchafed them of the late king of Prussia, at the 
price of a whole regiment of dragoons. The long gallery in the fecond 
llory had already two marble cliimncy-pieccs, each adorned with near 
40 very large pieces of porcelain, of birds, bcails, and vaies, rap.gcd to the 
height of above .10 feet in a moll fuperb tailc, theligurcs being all made 
fo natural, that I could conceive no idea luperior in this kiiid. All forts 


of rich hangings, glafics, tables, chairs, &.c. are brought into the apart- 


ments, but’ kept packed and covered, tlie wails remaiiiing bare for four 


years. The palace in general is unfuiilhcd, and it may be prefumed that 
tlie KING himfelf is tired of the vanity of an unuecejfary variety, and of 


fuch a profufion of expenfive baubles. 


Before I finiHi tlfis chapter, I mull beg leave to malcc feme further 
remarks wdtli telation to the sa.\on ixircclain, xvhich has not only iafatii- 
^ F f 2 ated 
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ated many fair admirers, but extended its reputation to the remotcft cor- 
ners of the earth. Baron lio roAR, a miner about 46 years llnce, firfl: 
began to make this porcelain : his fiiil: trial was the red, and from thence he 
proceedetl to glazing, and fince that, gilding and painting have been carried 
to an amazing perfedtion. In order to prefcrve this art as much as poffi- 
ble a fecTCt, the fabric at meissen, which is near this city, is rendered 
impenetrable to any but thole who are immediately employed about the 
work, and the fecret of mixing and preparing the metal is known to very 
few of them. They arc all confined as pril'oners, and ful>jcdt to be ar- 
refted if they go witiiout the walls ; and confeipiently a chape! and evci-y 
thing necellary is provided within. There arc about 700 men em- 
ployed, moft of whom have not above ten german crowns a month, 
and tlic highert wages arc forty, lb that the annu.il expcnce is not 
eflimaiicd above ilo,ooo crowns. This rnanufadlurc being entirely for 
the king's .account, he fills yearly to the value of 150,000 and ibme- 
tinies 200,000 crowns', bclldes the magnificent prefents he occafionnlly 
makes, and the great quantity he preferves for his own ufe. Tliey pre- 
tend they cannot execute fall enough, the commifiions wliich rhc}' re- 
ceive even from asia, as well as from all parts of eitrope, and are qon- 
fequently under no neceffity of lowering the enormous prices ; however 
this mull: be the confcqucncc e’re long, if the English and erencii 
continue to make fuch great improvemeiits in this art. It is with great 
fatisfadtion that 1 obferve the manufad:ories of bow, chelsea and step- 
ney have made fiich a confiderable progrefs. On the other hand it is 
equally a fubjedt of horror to fee fo many fliops in the flreets of London 
fupplied with the porcelain of Dresden, though it is importable only 
under oath of being for private ufc, and not for falc. 

' 55,0001, 
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CHAP. xxxvir. 

Remarks 0fj the government in &AKO't^Y. A P.ort account of count BRUHL’i- 
great iveaith^ wardrobe^ gallery of piSiureSy &c. OJ the king's gar- 
dens. Expences of the court. National debt, taxeSy and revenues cf 
SAXON i". AJI:ort account of St. nxsi&JC.K'TSTSXSRG, Of (he trade, inha- 
bitants, churches, &c, in leirsig. 

T tiE diflre/Icd condition of tills elcclorate, which the reader niuil 
have obferved in tlie foregoing pages, is occafioned not more by 
the unavoidable incidents of war and invahons, and by the general depra« 
vation of the inhabitants, than by the iniquity of a few. The fubjecls of 
the elctifors of Germany, with one exception, have ever changed their 
condition for the worfe, when tlie regal has been joined to the elcdloral 
dignity ; for the royal authority, as in the cafe of Poland, has generally 
been employed to opprefs inftead of fupporting them j and the numerous 
connc< 5 tions attending kingly government, have involved the fecurity and 
independency of the eledtorate. Thofe who have any feeling of human 
miferies, mud needs fall ijito ferious reflcdlions in viewing the expenilve 
colle<!lions of curiofitics mentioned in the lall chapter. If the' virtue of 
the man abdracledly confidered, is preferable to thx externals of a king j 
to feck tile happinefs of one fingle family is more glorious in the fight of 
God, than to poffefs all tlie ufelefs rarities in the cabinets of this elec- 
torate. 

In the ordinary computation cf greatnefs as derived from wealth and 
|TOWer, count bruhl is incomparably the greatefl man in saxonv. The 
people fay that Ixe has bought e dates in Poland to the amount of 20 
millions of florins verifying the fcriptuics, that " the children of this 
“ world arc wifer in their generation tlian the children of light,” for he 
has wifely provided a dore out of the reach of the s axons, whiUl they 
have no other fatisfadtion than making lampoons on him and his patro- 
nefs tJie queen. He has alfo feveral eftates in saxony, and moveables to. 
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the value of fix miilicns of dollars : whether thefe accounts arc exagge- 
rated, as is probable, from the little love which the people bear him, 
I kpow not ; but he owes large fums, as if he meant to make it the in- 
tcrell cf his creditors to prcicrve him during the prefent kiiig's reign. 
I'hc elev5toral prince, though unfortunate in bis perfon, is a man of fenfe 
and virtue, and fees tbic condtvil of tliis miniller in a true light. Count 
nauiiL, they fay, is allowed above half a million ot dollars annually fur 
the national fcrvicc and the fupport of his office. 

The world can produce many remarkable inftances of very good and 
% cry evil ailions, done for the fake of a miifrefs or a friend, foi' the dc- 
iire of gold, or the thirfl of power : but to what idol does that man of- 
fer incenfc, whom no lefs than three or four hundred fuits of rich cloaths 
will fatisfy ? Count bruux. has coUetled all the fineft colours of all the 
fincil cloths, velvets, and filks of all the manufactures, not to mentu^n 
the diffierent kinds of lace and embroideries, of kukope. He calls for his 
book of patterns, which aix* numbered, and chufes that fuit which pleafes 
his fancy for the day. They boatl; that he l.as boots and ffioes in proportion 
to his cloafns. The keeper of tlxis notable wardrobe was abfent, fo that 
I did not fee it, but I am pcrfe^lly well fatisfied of its being in nothing 
ijxfcrior to rt'[)ort. 

The palace of this lord lias been built at fevcral different times. 
The apartments are elegant and richly furniflicd, hut not many of them 
magnificent: they have luflrcs of porcelain in beautiful figures ; the 
tables are fet off with variety of tea equipages, and figures of men and 
women, birds and beads cf porcelain. The drawing room is pannelied 
with looking-glafies, and adorned with rich paintings, and his cabinet 
furninied with enamels and crayons. This houfe and the gardens be- 
longing to it are fitu.atecl on the f.lbe, near the bridge, and com- 
mand a pleafuiit profpeOt. His library, which is in the garden, . is 
220 feet and well furniflied with books j but the moft ftriking ob- 
jed is the gal’cry of pidures, which though it does not contain a fourth 
part fo many as the royal gallery, is incomparabljf more magnificent, 

bein 
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being 156 ells long, which 14 18 longer than that of versaili.ks. TIto 
pidlurcs are fet off to great advantage, being ranged only on one llde : 
the windows fronting them are very lofty, and afford light fufficient to 
point out the minutell beauties of this excellent colledtioin The pannel^ 
between tlic cafements arc of looking-glafs, againft which are ’ placed 
bulls and ilatues that have a very grand cftedl. 

fhe kings gardens arc agreeable, though they want thofc natural 
beauties which an inequality of ground aflbrds. Vhe palace htuated 
sn them is Imall, but the avenue leading to it is grand, and of a eonfider- 
able lengtli. At ti.e front is the field for the turnaments. and behind a 
iii-.c- piece of water : the fides compofc the gardens, which arc in a na- 
tuiiu lafie ; here is a piofulion of marble flatues, of which many p'icces 
arc bigger that\ the life, and feem to be well executed. Mold if them 
ibew the genius of their firll mafter the late king, who being entirely 
devoted to amours, was proud of proclaiming it even to after ages, fo lontr 
as theic flatues fiiall remain as monuments of his lafcivioulhefs. Manv of 
tlicm are ulrcadv iniured by time, and netrledcd 

The OR ANCi'K, V, which is in another part of the town, has 400 oranFO 
trees ot' a very large fizc, and remarkably lb ait. There arc many ex- 
otics, but nothing llruck me fo much as a ftrawberry tree cultivated hosn 
a plant, and grown three yards high, fpreading near as much, and yickb 
ing fruit h 

During my flay here, 1 heard much of the fplcndor and great pafilon 
for amufement which reigns at this court, even to tlie giving penfions to 
tt ALIAN fingers Uitei they leave the coiuitry. How different js this court 
from that of brandenbu rg ? Here 6500 ducats are yearly allowed for 
comfits and fuch articles, which is near twice as much as the king of 
of ^RUSSIA allows for his table ", as J liave obferved already. Yet saxon v 
IS faid to owe forty millions of dollars, the intercfl of wldcli fince tJic 
late king’s death, is not regularly paid; fo that the lluere '% vvhich \v;is at 

‘ TUcre arc bf the fame kind in s sUlanh. « Fifty dolhra a tUy in saxonv f.-r 'weeraxats 

and i pices, and thiity in aRAKpr nbujro for the whole table, fiih air d wine <:.:ce<ntd. C* • 

vejument feciirity. • * • 
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2 per cent, above pafj and gave an intereft qf 5 percent, is now at a large 
difeeunt. 

The king of Prussia bought up feveral of the ftucre bills, at a confi- 
flerable dilcount, no doubt with an intention of being paid ; the num- 
bers of his bailiffs might eafily procure an execution on his debtor. This 
alarmed the court of saxony, and induced it to borrow a large fum of 
ibme of the neighbouring dates, who vciy prudently required the fecu- 
rity of land. 

The revenues of the elector of saxony are fakl to be near 8 millions '' 
of dollars, confequcntly fuperior to thofe of the houfe of Brandenburg ; 
and yet fince the late redu6tions, saxony fup|>orts 20,000 men only ^ and 
groans under a heavy national debt, whilft Prussia has above ico,ooo men. 
and is free from all incumbrances of this fort. Thcfe revenues arife from 
the taxes on land, and a capitation of about fix dollars on all males when 
tjiey are made apprentices, or begin to work. The people of a higher 
rank are taxed according to their clafs, and fubjedt to be called to account 
if they put themfelves in a lower clafs than is confiftcnt with their effates: 
even foreigners pay capitation after being fix months in the country ; but 
tliis method in general of railing money is complained of us unequal, 
and confequently unjuft. The people alfo pay a heavy tax, under a 
notion of quarters for the army. Some houfes of no very great confe- 
queuce, are taxed at 120 dollars, others as far as 300. 

The JEWS are taxed at 50 dollars, their wives 30, and children 20, 
with fome refpedt however to their abilities. There is alfo an excife on 
all eatables and liquors j and befides this, a gratuity which was given tlie 
king, of near 10 per cent, on the incomes of the people, is now reduced 
to a tax. Thus the value of land eft.ites is funk extremely low. The 
king has alfo a tenth of whatever the filver mines of particiilai- property 
produce; and fome mines belong to the crown. 

*.575.000!. y The flanding forces of the ekfloratc arc generally reckoned between forty 

.and thoufand men. ' 

The 
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The miferies of which the saxons complaio, may be dated To early aiA 
1706, at which period Charles Xlf. of Sweden glutted his army with 
the fpoils of all that country, except Dresden: Augustus having {hut 
himfelf* up in that city, determined to defend it, though he did not 
think it proper to detain tlie perfon of Charles, who ventured to 
make him an infulting vifit. The war in which saxony was involved the 
beginning of this century, cofl: her an immenfe fum. The laft war of 
fix weeks only, created an expcnce of fix millions of dollars, and many 
thoufands of lier belt troops; yet do not the people lb much complain of 
the calamities of war as of the want of oeconomy at court, and the cx- 
ceilive expence and ambition of a minifler. Count ueneca, who is the 
dircdlor of the finances, they acknowledge to be a man of abilities, 
but he cannot anfwcr the calls made on him for money. 

The king is a man of a mild difpofition ; he leaves the weight of biifincfs 
to the queen, anti his favourite the count. Ilis majeifv is now ^ about 
fifty four, and, contrary to the cuftom of princes, ‘ has been conflant to 
the queen, who is three years younger than himfelf. The people often 
complain aloud of their grievances; even the king’s confcfibr has in vain 
attempted to make his majclly fcnlible of the evils under wdiich this coun- 
try groans; but his passion is for curiofitics 

Mr. CALKOEN, who had been lately embafiador to the ottomax 
PORT, on the part of his mafters the dates of the united provinces, 
M'as now' here as envoy and plenipotentiary to the king of Poland : I was 
introduced to liim, and very politely received : he is reputed a man of a ge- 
nerous difpofition. Wc difeourfed concerning nadir shah, on w'hich occa- 
fion he mentioned fcvcral in fiances of the panic which the Persian arms 
had firuck at the ottoman port. It was laid that this K-cntleman’s chief 

... Ca 

pulinefs- here w'as to negotiate for the Iccurity of the interefi which the 
fubjeifis of the states have in the fiucrc. He had refided fometime in 
ENGLAND, and profefled himfelf an admirer of our nation. I was at liis 

^ 1749. ’ I was a£lually ‘ jld that half a million of doltais mtenJed for prt of a pryment 

due to the king of was paid away for the duke of mcJdlna’s piclurcs, 
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table in company with'poLANDKRS, Italian?, french and Germans; 
he aiked me which of the countries I had feen was the moll: agreeable, 
and where a man of fentiinents Avculd chufc to live. I told lym my 
knovdedge of the world was very limited ; that I had feen a great deni 
ot milery 'in one inapc or other in every country where I had been; but 
after pauftng I determinetl in favour of England. The company feem- 
ed furprized at my hcfiuition, and then gave their fufthige by aloud, but 
polite applaufe. Many things were laid on this occafion in favour of this 
happy ifle. Wouhl to God it had fewer blemiihcs ! we ought however to 
be watchful of thiit reputation for Avhich foreigners of fentiment fo uni- 
verfally give us a diilinguifhcd preference. 


The feaf m being far advanced, I thought It necefiary to haften my de- 
parture. It was not Without reludtancy 1 left a fccne which at the fiinc 
time it gives occa.Goii of compailion for the dillreftijs of the people, af- 
fords travellers a great field of nmulcment, but moil of all Avhen the coin't 
is in that city. Tlicre is hardly any place in Europe more devoted to plca- 
furcs and diverfions ; but we fee the confequence of tliis CNceftivc indul* 
genee, though connived to a court. Wliat has not that nation then to 
dread, whoic people in general free themfclvcs from reftrainfs beyond the 
mealurc winch health will bear, and beyond the bounds which prudence 
or juj'cicc Wiirratits r Ihe saxons amidfl their fufteriiigs arc trentlc in 
tticu niiinncrs. 1 hey b.avc tne greateft paiiion lor rniiiic and poetry of 
any of the Germans; ; even tire pcafants have a rural tailc of them : and 
they hax'c iorne able men in theie Icienccs. 

.1 !.ic ot A.ugufc I left DRESDEN, and travelled towards mkissfn 
t.fi tlifc ba'Vv.s cf tne klije. TI he dcliglitlulucls of the weather contributed 
TViuch towards heightcidng the natural beauties of this country. The corn 
hc;c:s end g'.idcns, meadow Iand.s and pafturcs, produced a charming ef- 

K ^' ^ die eaftern banks of tliC flee arc adorned with n great nuni- 

^ ct vincyaruK, {orris of whicli areT.dmirably lifcuated to receive all the 
,tRlvantsgC3 wiitch tne fun caii afford in this jatiuidc; but the pepple fruf- 
t-.iU iiicar own end, by fuiTeruig the vines to grow too high, and with 

too^ 
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too great a luxuriancy, fo that the grapess do not arrive to tliat maturity 
which a more judicious cultivation might aflord. The people are ex- 
tremely indudrious, and no ground is loft ; fome of the ftcepeft hills 
are fupported by many tcrraftes. As we approach to metssen die v;il- 
ley grows very narrow, and part of the houfes on dte banks are built on. 
rocks, which rife perpendicular from the river, and form a vciy agree- 
able and romantic view. 


The caftlc at me issen, in wliich is the porcelain mnnufaiftory, ftands 
on the weftern bank of the elbe, three german miles from Dresden : 
it is a very large building, and a place of fonic defence. I had an opportu- 
nity of being confirmed with wliat fecrecy diis manufidiory is condudled, 
for there is no admittance into the moil: common part of the work, without 
•an order from the governor of dkesden nor are the workmen ever feen 
without the gates of this ftrong hold. Here I p-iiled the elbe on a 
bridge, and after mounting a llccp afeent I came into a plain country : 
the road is good, and the foil ricli and well cultivated j towns, woods and 
pafturc lands are agreeably intermixed, and combine to give an idea of 
riches and pieafurc ; yet tb.c inhabitants arc poor, for the taxes fall heavy 
Oil the labourer. I arrived at staub two german miles and a half, 
and from thence to St. hube ut.sbdkg two german miles and a halfi 
die country every where appearing pleafant. 

This is -a palace intended for the plcafure of hunting, of which I have 
already obferved the sax-on court is immoderately fond. The adjacent 
•countiy is proper for t!ie fport and the king’s dogs and horles are kept 
in order by being exercifed twice a week. The hunting equipage of 
the SAXON court is tlie more gay and brilliant, as an uniforiix of 
yellow cloth laced wirli ftlvcr is wern cn theiV, ocerdiens by every one 
who appears in the field. The palace is Lirge, but not magnificeiit, 
nor was it yet entirely finiliiexl. Tiic fix apartments intended for 
tlic queen are lined with green daniailc laced wdth gold, and tliofe for 
the king of crimlbn, iir the fame taile. The dining-room, which is 
round, is an elegant aj>artmeDt : the gallery is of a good fixe, and 

G g e ready 
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ready t» receive tlie fine pictures which the king had already marked 
ibr tliat purpofe from amongfi: his colleftion in dr£SPen. There is a 
handfome iuftre of porcelain, which had been fent as a prefent from 
FRANCE as FRENCH maiiufa^^iure, whicli appeared to me but little , infe- 
rior to that of SAXONY. There is a pidlure of St. francis xaviek, 
fupported by an angel, done in crayons by the hands of the king’s daugh- 
ter, now the dauphinefs of France. As this alliance flattered the anv 
bition of the s axons,, the king had prorniicd great aniufcmcnts to his 
people whenever this lady fhould bring a fon into the world. The gar- 
dens of this, palace were fmall, but the fituation admirable, and the 
ground already laid out for the enlargement of them. 

The 3 ifl I left St. hu bertsrurg •, the roads in this neighbourhood arc 
v'ery good, and where the foil is inferior, indaftry feems to I'upply the defi- 
ciency., Having travelled two german miles, I arrived at v/urtzkn-, 
which is a market tow^n on the river mollen, and has 400 houfes. From 
hence to liupsig i.s three german miles 5 .fiomc parts of the road are faji- 
dy and difagreeable, though the land produces graijr ; and there are ficveral 
towns and villages. Frcmi DnEs.DEN to leipsig is 12 german miles and 
a half. 

Le iPsiG is one of the greatefi; trading towns in ger many j its fituation 
is advantageous, for a place that has no river of confcquencc near it. Mag- 
bed URG, which is fituated on the el be, is 14 germ an miles and a half 
difiance, and merchandize is brought from Hamburg by that channel. 
What has difiinguifiied this city through a long feries of years, is the liberty 
of confcience which has been indulged to ail forts of people. As a confe- 
£[uence of this indulgence, they have been indufirious in the cultivation of 
knowledge and moral accomplifhments : the univerfity efiabliflied here has 
notwithftanding of late years declined very much. The feveral princes of 
GERMANY have the wifdom to encourage learning within their own domi- 
nions} add to this the neighbourhood of hall, where the ftudents enjoy 
advantages in point of cheap living much fuperior to this place. Notwith- 
ilariding this, the number of thofe in le!p&;g is yet very confidcjcable/ 

Th« 
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The wool which is coUedled in this city is an important article, and 
contributes much to the wealth of the citizens. They have fome rich 
manufactures, and are much diftinguiriied for painted cloths, in imitation 
of tapeftry. Wars and invafions, with the want of ceconomy at courts 
have much humbled the pride of the citizens, and reduced that luxury 
which the advantages of commerce liad introduced amongft them. The 
viht which the king of Prussia made them was yetfrefhin their minds j 
and the hcravy contributions impofed on them, fct heavy at tlieir hearts. 
In this place arc three fairs kept annually, viz. new year's day, eas- 
'I'EK, and MICH AE L ri AS. Formerly the fe were .all very conliderable, 
but now that of eastcr only. To thefc refort polaxders, Hunga- 
rians, KoriEMiANS, PRUSSIANS, and people fi'om all parts of gerxMA.- 
NYj alfo FRENCH and ITALIANS, and even Russians come hither, 
and bring tb.e produce of their refpedVive countries. Magdeburg fup- 
plics it with tobacco, which is the growdi of that place ; the quiuitity 
of this article confame,! in ger.many is prodigious : 1 have known a 
common pollilion hU his pipe tlirice In the fpace of two german miles- 


Accompts ate kt|.7t here in dollars and goetc grolclien, of which 24 
make a dollar: a ducat palTes for two dollars three quarters. Sundry coins 
arc current, but tlie pure saxon filvcr money is as hard to be found here 
as in DRESDEN. The exchange on Amsterdam is ordinarily about i :o 
dollars for 100 rix dollars current of the united provinces, Tbtir 
centner is 1 10 lbs. different from the English weight about two and a 
half per cent. Their ell is 22 inches and a half English- 


Here are about 40,000 inhabitants within the gates, of which 1 6 families 
are french refugees : the fuburbs alfo are filled with people. They have 
fix churches for the, Lutherans, which is thc cfiablilhcd religion, one 
for the reformed, and a chapel for the roman catholics in the caille ^ 
but tjiis lafi; is not permitted to ufe bells. They have introduced a new 
kind of luxury even in their devotion : one of the capital churches has 
a number, of chapels projected about fix feet from the main Wall, tii rough 
which they conamunicate with thfe church, each chapel having its diftintS; 
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door without. Some of the richeft citizens liavc bellowed on tliel'e auK- 
iliary buildings 1500 or 2000 dollars. The Ibber part of the people 
think the cxpence hud been better bellowed on the poor, as the aiiedation 
of fo great a dillindlion is by no means conlillcnt with tJiat cqualily which 
is fuppofed to l>e among men in their addrelies to the Almighty. Itlecms 
to be the remains of that pallion which tl»c komanists have for the 
fulendid embelliUtmeiits of their temples. The contrary of this may be 
Icen in ionic countries, where the houfe of Goo is oftentimes left- in a 
worfe cendition than a liable : by a pretence ol not drawiiig away tlie 
attention by material objedts, they make no provlllon for common decen- 
cy, nor fom.etinies for common protedlioii againll the weather. 1 lie peo- 
ple here are religious, and it is a conllant cufiom obferved, to diut their 
jhops every iVMay morning •, and dmang their devotions, which lail till 
ten o’clock, if any perlbai prefume to fell any thing, they arc ful'jedt to 
the fine of tcai crowns. 


The fortifications of leipsig feem rather calculated for the ufe of tlic 
inhabitants to walk on, than for defence. Thefe have however four ikme 
gates, and the citizens fupport 200 fokliers; this exempts them from 
quarters, though they are otherwife fubjedl to be taxed as arbitrarily as 
any other toivn iii saxony. This city is of a very fniall extent, but 
the houfes are lofty as well as elegant in their fronts. Some of them have 
three llories of cellrirs, and granai'ies on the top of tlic houfes to die 
number of three or four lloiics, lb that the whole makes an appearance 
of feven, eight, or nine ftoiics. The flreets are clean, commodious, and 
agreeable, and there arc two large fquares which are uled as market-pla- 
ces. But what adds much to tlie agrecablcncfs of this city, are the gar- 
dens which furround it, particularly the apel ** garden, which is in an. 
excellent tafle, confidcring tliat it is alniofl upon a flat. The llataes are 
very indifferent, yet fo ranged as to produce a plerfing effedfc. This garden 
was much in elleem with the late king augustijs, bat at prefent it is 
fupported by the contributions of the citizens. 

^ A matins nRctie* 


CHAP. 
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C H A T. xxxviir. 


A {liort account of the inhabitants and revenues of anualt k/ethen, 
ANHALT DESSAU, BSNBURG ZERBST. A fucciftSi vicW of MAG- 
DEBURG and woLFENBUTTEL. Of the revenues and forces of the 
court of BRUNSWIG, vcith a view of the ducal palace and gallery f 
piclures at saltzdalen. 

EMBER the fecond I took leave of rny friends in LEiPsiCi 
and departed for l andspe rg j the road near lejpsig was full of 
waggons loaded with nicrchar,di;'c. TIae land is every where well culti- 
vated, but not inclofed. I Tali., which is fubjedt to Prussia, appeared 
at a frnall diilance ; it is famous for its fchools and univerfity, particular- 
iv for Undents in phyfic. At landspero, which is three german 
miles ayid a lialf, we entered the Prussian dominions; the p;idage from 
one fovcreigiity to another in thefe parts, is very frequent : from thence, 
pniTa'-g through rotiifniutro, which is the frontier of saxony, bor- 
dering on the petty fovereignty of the prince of anh al r koethen, I 
anived at the city koethen, dillant four german miles. 


"rhis is a conridcrablc place, the Inhabitants being computed near 
ijjCCC. They liavc three churches, and the principal rninufacture of 
gold and filvcr lace in Germany. It employs near a dnju.End perfo-ts:: 
the liniai cepcncc t:>f their wages is 1500 dollars a week. They naairu;- 
fu vure ivere v early to the value of near a million of dollars, for which 
tbcic is a dcmarnl all over GERMANY as well as abroad. The saxons 
acki'-owlcdge tliat tiic inhabitants of thefe little indepenviern. fovcrcignties 
of KojcruEN, r.!-;:AAU, BIN 3 URG, and zERBST, live in the land of milk 
and iiOiiey ; whiltl tlu; knowledge which tliefc people Ir ive of what tire 
SAjeoNS and iniAXDENiiiiRGERS fuffcr, convinces tltcni that they arc 
really hajvpy. liulccd tlicfe were tiie only people, conddered as a itatc, 
Vv'lilvh before or hnee tlsat time I ever hoard talk without conanlairing. 

Tliefc petty princes poffers lands fufficient for thek cxpeaccs, tlveir re- 
venues bciny reckoned about half a million of doikas. I'hs tax on land.s 
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is 4 per cent, which rating them at 20 years purchafe, is not quite one /hil- 
ling in the pound. Upon an emergency the fub]e<fts are capable of railing 
half a million extraordinary. According to the confutation of the em- 
pire, each of thefe princes is obliged to death, arm, and fupport 100 
men in time of war, for the emperor’s lervice. The towns in thefe little 
ilates are not fo numerous in proportion to the extent of country as in 
■SAXONY, but better peopled. The young prince of anhalt koetiien 
has a palace in this town, but it is in a ruinous condition. Pie fupports a 
-body of 250 men, who are well cloatlied ; his revenues are computed at 
i 6o,oco dollars. He was now about 19 years of age, of a very remark- 
able comelinefs, and engaged in the fcrvice of the king of Denmark. 

The third, I travelled through a country well cultivated, but not of f) 
rich a foil as moll parts of saxony. Saltza, which lies in the road, 
is famous for refining fait made from an adjacent fj>ring of lak water. 
The river saae divides the domiju'ons of anhalt KqEXHEN, and 
BRANDENBURG: pafllng ovct it in a ferry I entered kalb|:, where I 
found near a regiment of Prussian foldiers, and was interrogated as u- 
fual under Prussian difeipline. This was the firfl and laft }>!acc in which 
I was pilfered 3 I difeovered the thief and obtained reditu tion, and was in- 
.dined to Iiave him ch-aflifed, till I learnt that the pujiifhinent would be 
more fevere than die nature of the crime feemed to require. 

The fccurity with which one travels in this part of the W'orld, is a cir- 
cumflance much to be commended. Here the people are Ibber and feri- 
0US3 the duties of morality are taught and iiK’ulcated, not by priefls on- 
ly, but by parents : and as a natural confequeuce of a religious fenfe of 
things 3 thefts and robberies in time of peace ' are hardly known amohgfl 
the GERMANS. This is imputable to a flrltl difeipline, but it alfo arifes 
from the early imprdlions of religion, which fo^apparently prevail in this 
country. ■ • 

From kai.bf, to magdeburg is four german miles3 the road is ex- 
ti’emely good. If it is warrantable to travel 'on die fabbadi-day without 

^ la time of wra* travelling is faid to 1)C dangerous. 

necefljty. 
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necdlityj wc ought at leaft to perform the duty of public worfhip ; I heard 
a good difcourfe in one of the french reformed churches. I have already 
taken notice of the piety of the Lutherans, particularly as exprelfed in 
linging.' On my entrance into magdeburg, a band of vocal mulicians, 
compofed of twelve ftudent'.', after morning fervice, were linging at the 
doors of the citizens : this is but a genteelcr way of begging ; however it 
cannot be fiid to encourage idlcnefs. The performance pleafed me lb well 
that I engaged them for a Ihort time, and they received a fmall gratuity 
•with great thankfulncfs. Here are two reformed, one french Luthe- 
ran, and eight german Lutheran churches, all which have been re- 
built liiice 1631. 

This town was then fickcd and burnt, and the inhabitants put to the 
fvvord by the emperor’s general, count tilly. The king of Prussia, 
in his memoirs of the Itoufc of brandenburg, mentions a very re- 
markable inAance of heroic virtue, viz. Tliat twelve hundred vlr- 

gins drowned themfelves in the elbe, as the only means of pre- 
“ ferving tlieir chaAity from the viofation to which it was expofed. Thefe 
“ examples, adds this author, are admirable, but they are rare. If the 
“ Aory appears fabulous, it ought to be imputed to the corruption of 
“ our mannens, or that the la<A: is not properly atteAed.” It is poAible 
that a fciife of honour, joined to the terrors of a cruel enemy, might 
drive numbers to this extremity, cfpcciaUy as very few of the inha- 
hitanis were faved from the fword, except fourteen hundred who Aiut 
themfelves up in the catircdral. I had the pleafurc to And here feveral 
agreeable perfons of botli fexes, to whom the letters I carried procured 
me an introduclion. Indeed I every w'hcre experienced advantages of diis 
kind, which, though I travelled alone, rendered my journey improving 
and delightful. 

•Tltis place is remarkable A)r its great magazines, for the reception of 
merchandize brought from Hamburg on the elbe, and from hence 
feat by land to leipsig and other parts. Some of the vefiels employed 

Twelve grofeh, or twenty one pence, 

Hh foi 
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for this purpofe arc of 70hlafts, and though their fidcs are very thin, are 
generally deeply loaded j they are fiat bottomed, and draw at mo/l three 
feet water. The current near the town is very firong. There arc foin teen 
.fioating inlils for gidnding corn ; and to prevent the ill confcquences of a 
rapid fiream, a fluice is prepared fe-r the fafc«* pafiiige of vefieis with nier- 


cliandize. Here are feme manufailorics and remarkable buildings : in 
the great fquare at tlie main g:uard, is an anticjit llatue of the emperor 
OTiio, who in the year 930 is faid to have founded this city. 


The jRatificatioiis of tills place are very rcmarkalnle, and difllng'dilied 
tlu'ough all EuROPt?. There are nx deep fofics : this, tr-gether wida the 
lownefs of their \vorks, renders the place very firong. Here were three 
regiments, amounting to 4000 men j but to defend fo large a town, a 
much greater number is ncccfiary. 


The fourth, I travelled on to AKruRU sl aben, two german ralles 
from MAGDESL'KG, which is therefore fometimes jircferrcd as the moil: 
convenient fiage, though it is more than half a german mile out of the 
way. The germ-CN pofiiliojis wear the liveries of the coiiulry fiicy 
belong to j in BR A.\'nENBtJ RG it is blue, in saxon v ycllov/ j tbiey bear 
the king’s arms, and pay a tax of one thiixi of the Iiire of horfes to the 
crown. They are frequently infoierA, or fiiipidly regardiicfs of tlicir viuty 
to firangers. They uiefnrall french horns, the foundofwhich is /hrill; 
fomc of tViCtn play tunes in no diiagreeahlc manner, but the majority 
make u iliocking noife. Brandy, or uncomtnon fees of di ink-money will 
induce them to travel fail, otiaervrue tliey arc inruppt;'rtably dilatory. 

I was yet in the Prussian' dominions, when my poftilion attempted 
to pafs 1'}' a pard.cular way, ar-vl avoid the payment of a fmall .mad duty ; 
uv'C;’'. tj'ii;-: an ofike'-, wi-o was pofted at an avenue ta prevent this prac- 
tice, rovic up, flopped my chariot, and ieized enf of the horfes as a trei- 
pafi. ih; v/oald not defilr till I alighted witli my piflol, and let him 
know, tli -.t avhatcver fault tire pofiilion Ivad committed, it could by no 
means reach me, who had paid for the lic.^fcs according to •the Jaws, 
and was travelling under the protedlion of thofc laws ; therefore if he 
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prefuu;cd to detain me, I vvould refill; him as a robber, upon which he 
thought proper to let me pafs. 


The l^ext place we came to, was the city of bdongSng 

to the duke of juiunswicj it is furrounded v^ith an old fordflcation, and 
Jiat.1 a garrifon of 200 of the duke’s troops. Here are 200 fiudeiiis, who 
arc clf tlly fupported by the bounty of dicir fovereign. From thcncc I 
departed for wolfunbuttel, being four very long germam miles j 
the road is good but the country billy, and the vallies abound in cattle. 
Tiiere arc fcvcral groves of oaks, %ylucli being kept perfectly dean, have 
a charn'dtig cried. The inhabitants cf the towns and villages Iiave the 
appeara.ncc of great health and eafy circumilances. A few miles to the 
oailv/ard of this road are feveral mines of iron, copper, filver, and, they 
fay, I'omo gold alfo. In the dominions of the duke of brunsvvic, as 
well as in thofe of the eledor of saxonv', tliere is a great variety of oar, 
wliich confiitutes a conliderable part of tlieir revenues. Among fuch as 
.arc rcmarkab'cj tliey reckon that which is of a deep emerald with filver 
coluiu'ed points, like thorns j this oar is faid to contain a proportion of gold 
alio. 


! arrived at wolfenbuttei. after tlie gates were flint, but I procured 
aviniiiliou 'v The houfes here are low, but the flrccts clean. The fortifi- 
cation is very neat and regular, but not calculated for any great defence. 
'I’hc fmall river ok ar fills a mote round it, and affords water to the in- 
habitants in a very convenient manner. Without the walls is an antient 
palace belonging to the duke, which is rather convenient than grand : 
here are feveral apartments well furnilhed, and two fmall galleries of pic- 
tures. In this city diere is a good avfenal and library : I declined feeing 
it from an opinion that the finiple view of libraries, without examining 
their contents, is a more barren entertainment than furveying the fley, 
without thinking of him who made it. 

* There is a rate fixeJ, three for a vehicle, ruvi one for a lioi fc, for opening the g-atcd aiier 

a Certain houh 
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The next day I went 6n tg brunswjc. About an English, mile 
from y/oLFENBUTTEL is the palace of antoinenburg^ belonging to 
tlie duke’s mother, f'or near two English miles the road is tioi^ered 
by trees and groves of wood: the whole way, which is fliort of two 
GERMAN miles, is agreeable. The walls of Brunswig are lofty, and the 
fortifications of no mean note. This is the refidence of the prince, w'hom 
vve ftilc duke of woLrExS'BuxTEL ; his majelly tlie king of great Bri- 
tain, is a branch of tliat family, a?itl takes the title of duke of Brunswig. 
The f^arrifon confi.fi ed of five l eoimcnts. The duke’s forces are eftimated 
13,000, but 1 have rcaibn to believe the real number was then only 
9000, of which 2000 are invalids. This is a groat number for fo fmall a 
ftate to fupport: why fo many arc kept in pay in time of profound peace, 
is owing to the pride of thefe german p'inces, and the cuftom of their 
forefathers. Add to this, that they iometimes receive fubfidics from 
great princes, in conlequcncc of wliicli they .are obliged to keep up a 
number of ibrees. Tlie Brunswig troops are very clean, and cloathed 
much after the Prussian manner j but the men arc fmaller, their arms 
lighter, and their excrcife not fb exait. 

The arfenal of this city contains nothing very extraordinary: in the 
ROMfSH times they fay it was a church in the gothic tafte, but now very 
much changed, as avcll in the exterior part as the infide, which contains 
three fiories. There are about fixty pieces of brafs cannon, fevcral cohortis 
and mortars, and ten pieces of large brafs battering cannon of an enor- 
mous fizc, with a great quantity of fmall arms, but not all in the beR order. 
It feems to be the folly of mod: princes to preferve many ufelefs arms,, 
merely for fhew, or for the lake of their antiquity. 

On the ramparts is a curiofity of a mortar-piece of brafs, made in 
J411. It is ten feet fix inches long, and nine feet two inches dia- 
meter, weighing 1800 quintals : it has 93 quintals of iron in the carri- 
age. It will carry a ball of 730 pounds weight to the dillance of 3 300 pa- 
ces, and throw a bomb of 1000 weight, butyit requires 52 pounds 
powder, 

'■■■■VI' 

Here 
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Here are feveral churches, one in particular, which is a very aridenf 
gothic building, but the appearance of its antiquity feems to be abforb* 
ed In the frequent repairs it has undergone. The top of it is ornamented 
with twenty large paintings, reprefenting the prophets of the old tefta- 
ment in the clouds of heaven, which gives the building a very fokinn 
air. The high altar is of marble adorned with the ftatues of the four 
evangclids, and fupported below by moses and aaron. 

This branch of the houfe of Brunswig is very numerous, conlidiug 
of near tliirty peiTons, who live in great iiarmony. But this family is. 
unhappy in having one confiderablc branch in banidiincnt in Russia, and 
anotjicr living in a date of widowhood, the king ‘ her hufband being a» 
live, and, to appearance, in good health., 

Tlie revenues of this country are laid not to exceed a million and a 
laiif of dollars ' , and tliough tlic court is fo numci-ous, the ceconomy of it 
is iucii, tliat live duke has his theatrical and mulical entertainments, and 
foreigners are received with great civility. Perfons of great diftindlion 
being coniklercd in fome meafure upon an equality, fcldom leave this 
court ■wii.i'tout bv-ing extremely well fatisfied witli the reception t-Hey meet 
with. Eng( i.sH noblemen in particular arc well received when they oc- 
caiiotially pals that way. Tlie duke feems to confult his eaie and happi- 
ness rather than the parade of life. He generally appears in his coach, 
with three other perfons of his family. His livery is yellow, biced with 
a galloon of blue filk and filver, and has ufually four footmen behind, 
his coach j two pages in blue cloth laced until filvcr, on each ikie of it;, 
and a fervant in livery riding before him to prepare the iva.y. 

The duke’s palace of saltzdaklen is worthy the curiofity of a tra* 
veller : it is fituated at the diftance of a long ge rman mile from Bruns- 
wig, in a very mean village, and tlie road to it is but indifferent. Tlic* 
greatefl part of this psilace is of timber j the rooms are nroftly lined W'itlc 
painted cloths, which have a tafte of grandeur at a fmall expence. Here I 
obferved the magnificence df a fovereign prince reflrained by a parfimoniouSi. 

• 262 , 0001 , ^ The king of J A* 


rq>aai.. 
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regard to i'mnil revenues, and to the ncceflary fupport of a family and 
an army. The garden is in no bad taflc, but the ftatues are very mean. 
The gallery of pictures is a noble apartment, and its contents not lefs 
v/orthy of attention ^ the end of it divkles into fevend apartments. 'I'he 
left wing is furnithed in a grotefque tafle with citiNA porcelain, ranged 
in an agreeable manner : another is full of painted enamelled x'i arc, 
great part of v/hich is laid to be done by KAmAOL of urjbjno, when he 
was enamoured with the potter’s diUghter: but I fancy haphav l never 
nrade a tenth part of die quantity which is aferibed to him. Tins cv)!lec- 
tion is faid to he above 200 years ilanding. Of pi(tlures there arc many 
curious originals, fome remarkable for the fubje^id, and others for the cx- 
• edition. 

Some of the pidlurcs which ftruck my fancy, were ad am and evk 
viewing ABEL after his death, and pulling open his eyes^ they arc fup- 
polcd to be ignorant in what circumdances he v/as ; abei/s body ap- 
pears as turned towards one in three different vicvvsj this piece is by 
strudel; our Saviour on the crofs : prince eugene the imperial ge- 
nera! : LEtvis XIV. and his two miflrefles; appear to be fine pieces : the 
afeenfion, by vougerman, is much cfleemcd ; the king of Poland, 
they fay, would gladly purchafe it at any rate : the marriage of two 
HOLLANDERS, the youiig mail and woman looking tenderly at each o- 
tber, while the parents are equally attentive to tlie notary who drawls 
up the articles : the woman of samaria folliciting our Saviour’s mer- 
cy, pleading the argument of dogs eating crumbs from their mailer’s 
table ; the famous otEMBR andt, his wife and three children in one piece, 
done by himfelf : juditii and her attendant, an old woman, holding hol- 
LrFERNEs’§head juftcutoff, the face yet appearing with fome marks of life: 
sPiNoLA afamous Spaniard, by rubens : a flemino, by van dyke : 
TIME plunged into an abyfs by eternity : an angel is reprefented with 
a ring, whilft old time is tumbled headlong, the execution of this piece 
feems to be much inferior to many others : peter delivered from prifbn 
by the angel, by stein beck : a reprefentatibn of the doferibe of the* 
acrofs and facred hiftory, oppofing the vain imaginations of prophai^e hif- 
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tory, and driving away the vicious beings which the heathen gods arc 
rcprcfcntcd, by Jordan : cephalus and procris, an exceeding fine 
piece: the reprefentation of abraiiam embracing his ton after die trial 
Vv h.ich Cod made of his talth ; piety and joy, here feem to contend with 
each other, vvhillf his ioolis exprefs a fcraphic adoration 5 this piece is 
done by r.ii:i;ENs. 

The dutchy of Brunswig carries on a trade of fome confequence with 
BoiiF.i'riA. The country abounds in hops, which are ellccmed the befl: 
in all GERM AN V : they have likewife great plenty of turnips, of the feeds 
of which they malcc good oil. 


C II A P. XXXIX. 

Tbs author purfucs his j cum cy to the ekhl orate of iianover. ud brief 
account of the city 11 AN over, its palace^ Jiablcs, inhabitants. Of 


i/x rmcnucs, Jo/a/xj, c’c. Rtfeclions on court hingiiage. A Jhort ac~ 


count (f the palace atu! garden of herhnh Ausr.>s-. 


fcvciilh of September I travelled on to pa.ne, three gj;rman 
miles i this place is in the Inlhourick of hi ldesne im, and now 
fiibicCt to the elector of coi.ognk, wh.ofe troops vrcrc quartcri:d here. 
From hcp.ee to z.v.hn, a fmall place in the eledloratc of ncvNovpr, is 
two cr.HM AN iniics ; the road is good, but moftly on a heath and bar- 
ren kw'al. 

Here I liad an opportunity of difeovering a new fpccics of corruption, 
or ratlicr an inihlent abufc tjf authority. The deflorate of man over is 
diftingnu/lacd from moll others in Germany in this inilr-nce, that it docs 
not drav/ any part of ti'AC revenues from poll horfes. I'liey pay here 
only lix grofeh a GEa.v»AN mile for each horfc, whereas lit i^omorani a, 
erandknburg, and saxony, they pay cig^ht. But as in thole countries 
they ufually put in tour horfes to a common chariot, and demand pay- 
ment only fur three, that Aumber being fuppofed iuihcknt j in ;,iANo* 
VER they in nil on being [xitd for the four, defeating the intention ot the 
Icgiflaturc by this ad of irdro.lpitabie extortion. 


I'roni 
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From zJEiiH to the city cf hanover is two german miles j the 
grcatcft part of the road is rery fandy, and difagreeablc ; but the foil pro- 
duce corn, and tliere arc ftune pleafant groves near tlie road. The city 
of HANOVER on this iide appears at the diftance of a long germa'n mile, 
as if it flood in the midlf of a wood. Upon entering the Hanove- 
rian dominions, I could not help obferving a particular difference in 
the countenances of the inhabitants from thofe of the liRANDENRUROERs ; 
for though the latter are polite, their perfons cleanly, and their houfes 
elegant i yet is there not the fame appearance of a comfortable life as in 
HANOVER. The reaibn of this will foon appear, from the comparifon 
of the different governments, and different views of their refpeflive fo- 
vereigns. The king was now at ghoerd, a hunting-palace 28 german 
iniies from the city. It is faid that twelve hundred perfons can be ac- 
commodated at this place, where his majefty makes greater cxpencc 
than at any other diverdon. The u'oods are cut into aidas, and the 
tradl of countty fo large, that the trees which were blown down in 
a late dorm, though computed at 80,000, are notwithftanding hardly 
miffed. 

The connexion which English fubjecls are fuppofed to have with 
HANOVER, had aim od betrayed me into a perfuafion that I fliould find 
myfclf at home there. It is a vulgar notion, that England is the chief 
fupport of that cledlorate ; how ill founded it may be, I dial! hot take the 
pains to enquire ; but I could not avoid obferving a certain coldnefs and in- 
difference in ENGLISH travellers in i'egard to hanover, who, though an- 
xious in the dominions of foreign princes, to fee things Icfs worthy of 
note, are apt to pafs over this city without any attention. 

Coun^ wiLLjAM BENTiNK being in the fame inn, did me the honour 
of a tranfient vifit : this nobleman is particularly polite in his manners, 
and has a great love for the English. The count, who is feigneur of 
RooN, and of the fame family as the duke of Portland, is greatly be- 
loved by all the wcll-widicrs of the houfe of ^range, which, it is faid, 
lie bad’st great fhare in redoring to tLc lladt-holderdiip. I hail alfo an 

oppor- 
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opportanity of paying my refpeds to a certain noble peer, po^flod of 
many amiable qualities. He gave me as gracious and polite a reception 
as I had any title to expert, who hardly ever faw him before. As | had 
no court-dependences, nor were here any temptations to other amufe- 
ments; I was at liberty to indulge my thoughts in moralizing on this 
occafion. 

A certain emiffary from Hamburg lent, about this time, to the court of 
HANOVER, returned home in high joy, from the great honour wliich 
had been pjiid him; though not a jot of his bufinefs was done. Men 
unufed to the language of courts, may, like Sir francis wronghead 
in the play, be cafily deceived into the imaginary poflelTion of riches and 
hojiours, when thefe foft w'ords are Ipoken by men in the higheft ranks 
of life: but when courtiers arc conftrained to difguife their fentiments, 
can we,, with any propriety, fay, they are fo high in dignity, as the private 
gentleman, wl io <lares to fpeak the language of his heart, and is under no 
kind of neccllity of fpeaking any other language ? 

One of the apartments in the king’s palace being appointed as a chap- 
pcl for the fubjedls of the church of engeand, I had the j>Ieafure of 
hearing do<5lor young, one of his majedy’s chaplains % preach. Whilft 
we arc travelling through countries where we have no particular in- 
tereft, where we are fojourners only for a few days, in a literal fenle ; 
fliall we negleft to call to mind that country, where we lliall live 
for ever; or think it an impropriety to blend the conlidcration of both 
worlds, whiltl: they arc in their nature fo inleparably connected ? Whe- 
ther it was from die great dillance of time in which I had not heard 
any preacher of note, or the excellency of the difeourfe, fet off with 
the advantages of the do<51:or’s geflure, voice, and propriety of expref- 
lion j his words feenied to have at leaft as much force as the fweeteft 
eloquence of the moft’ accpmplirtied courtier. To lend an car to the 
courtier, and take his word for Ibme uncertain diort-lived good, whilll we 

, « Now raaRcr Jf .iesvs college in cambridc:. 
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are t5ota3ly deaf/or careleMy inattentive to that df the priefti wh6 pfomifee 
certaih and eternal felicity, is as common, asfbr meii to think mOreof thid' 
world than of die next. 

But, unliappily for mankind, thefe emiflaries from heaven too often ut-r 
ter their important truths with leis emotion, and, to appearance, with 
le6 attention to the purport of the words, than the courtier can have 
to his eomplimental declarations. It was perhaps on this principle the cele- 
brated Mr. booth juflily remarked, that the fictions of the llage have ufually 
penetrated men’s hearts, at leafl: for the time, much deeper than the reali- 
ties which are uttered from the pulpit. To foften this matter, it ought to 
be remembered, that a ftrong and harmonious voice, a midical ear, and 
a devout heart, are things which rareh/ meet in one and the fame man. 
The great objection feems to confift in this, that the fpirltual part of the 
legiflature have declined into an inattention to this article ; and cullom, 
joined to the freed om of great Britain, in fome meafure makes it 
necefTary for them to appoint all perfons, who prefent themfelves, if their 
lives and their learning are unexceptionable, whatever their defcCls may 
be in regard to voice, car, and cxprelnon. 

There are however many preachers in England of admirable dcill ia 
oratory : many whofe manners, language, and doctrine afford the highed: 
delight to a moral mind > and give occahon to their auditors to fhow as 
great marks of their tafte, as of their virtue. Unhappy thofe whofo po- 
verty in both, contracts their joys to pleafures of a different nature j plca- 
fures which are rendei'cd valuable only from the expence they create j or 
fuch as ought to be flmnned, becaufc they are dangerous The caufc of 
religion feems to fuffer with the decline of that refpeft which is due to a 
profeffiofi, the rnoft dignified in the v/orld. A reverence for prieft and for 
religion, will, in the minds, at lead of the common people, ever accom- 
pany each other 5 and, in one fenle, there are more common people than 4 s 
generally imagined. In England tlrerc feems to be itmch greater danger 
from the immorality arifing from this caufe, th^n from ecclefiaftical power 
or pride. 

JIanover 
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V ; IIanover pleafantj and, though fliort of ber- 

EtN, or DRESOEN, it may be deemed elegant: it is every day improving, 
and the part which is called the new city has feveral agreeable houles. It 
is watered by the leina, which is a branch of the aller, that runs in- 
to the WESER, and confequently communicates with eremenj but it 
carries on no trade worth mentioning. The fortifications are not formi- 
dable, but the walk round them is very agreeable. 

The king’s ftables are magnificent; befides his riding horfes, which 
were then abfent, they contained thirteen complete fetts of coach-horfes, 
the mofl beautiful of their kiiui. 

The palace is fituated upon the banks of the leina: it has feveral 
courts within it. In conrequence of a fire, which happened not many 
years lince, great part of it has been rebuilt. The rooms are commodious, 
as well as grand, and many of them are hung with very rich tapeftry, for 
which this palace is mofl diftinguifhed. The opera-houfe, as well as the 
theatre for the french comedians, which are both within the palace, are 
antient, but commodious. The whole is rather rich, decent, and elegant, 
than fplendid ; but it has fomething more folid than any I faw in Ger- 
many. 

The guard Is always mounted, and open tabic is kept even when the 
king is not in his electoral dominions ; at w^hich time the admin) flration, 
compofed of a council of fiate, is conduced with the utmofl dignity. 
During the whole winter tliere is a play twice a week, and a conceit as 
often. The courtiers, without exception, take place according to the mi- 
litary rank that is affigned them ; at the fame time that this feeds their 
hearts with that pride and emulation, which is one of the great properties 
of courts in general, it fupports that good order and difcipline which is 
cfiential to a military government. 

The king’s forces in the eledlorate ace fuid to be 24,000. They ;irc 
defervedly diflinguifhcd for, their valour, of which they gave fuch fignal 
proof in the late war, that even tliole pollticbns, who make it a point to 
oppofe the mcafures of the government, inuft confefs, that our confivlence 
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ill them tvas more jadiciouily repofed, than in any otlicr of our good 
liriends and allies. Thefe men do not appear fo tall as. the enolish fbl- 
diers} but, in other refpefts, bear a great affinity to them. The revenues 
of the eletSorate are about four millions of dollars The finances tire faid 
to be in good order, which is not improbable j for althougli this cle<5lorate 
has been fo frequendy threatened with invafions, war has not reached its 
bowels now for a long icries of years. A confiderable part of the revenue 
ariles from the filver mines. The number of inhabitants in the city of 
HANOVER hardly exceed fifty thoufand. 

I was told in Brandenburg, that the fiAXovLurAN women were re- 
markable for their beauty j but I confefs, that I could not difeover -any 
fuch women j it is true, my eyes were then extremely weak. 

But nothing" here is fo much recommended to the attention of travel- 
vellers as the king’s palace at heren-hausen, which lies about two 
ENGLISH miles to the northward of the city. TJie way to it is through 
an agreeable avenue of trees, but the road is fandy. I know not if I w^ 
moft mortified or furprized, to find a building incomparably fliort of my 
expeflations ; for though in England it is faid our hofpitals are palaces, 
and our palaces are more proper for hofpitals ; yet I had fallen into an 
opinion, that this palace, lb much talked of, was indeed grand, and wor- 
thy of his majefty. Prince?, like other men, have oftentimes prejudices in 
favour of a paternal inheritance, and the refidence of their forefathers. 
Ernest Augustus, the king’s grandfather, built this palace about eighty 
years fince ^ : the greateft part of it is of wood, and the apartments in ge- 
neral rather give an idea of a large antient manfion-houfe of a private gen- 
tleman in ENGLAND, than the palace of a great monarch. .It has fome 
rich and decent furniture, arid good pi6lures. Charles the firll, and prince 
RUPERT in particular, are faid to be originals, and diflinguiflied for their 
likenefs. • . 

The garden however may juftly be admired. I law none in german v 
comparable to it, though it. wants thole exqui^jte charms and ipchanting 

*760^0001. HAMfTON-court, &c. excepted, ^1111670. 
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variety that an inequality of ground produces, of which we have numts- 
rous proofs in oreat Britain. One fide of the garden is covered- by 
a narrow piece of water above a quarter of a mile in length. The walkj. 
arc- mortly of gravel made wide and fpacious, large fquares and bafons di- 
viding the I'everal parts of the garden. The intermediate fpaces are form- 
ed by lofty groves and orchards : the whole produces a grand effet^li but 
in my iudgment not very rural. The ftatucs are moftly of Rones, and do 
not appear to me of the firft rank. The jet d’eau, cre<Rcd by Mr. ben- 
son in 1716, perhaps exceeds any thing, of the foit in the worlds it throws 
the water 70 feet high. Here is alfoa lylvan theatre according to the ger- 
man tafle, on which plays and mafqucradcs arefometimes exhibited; it is 
adorned witii ftatues, and occafionally illuminated in a grand tafte. In this pa- 
lace, it is faidj.thc king mod unbends bis mind j and vvhilil he enjoys an un- 
controuled authority, has the entire poffcfiionof the hearts of his iubiefts. 
Such cannot be the limited power of a British monarch; but he certainly 
has the fincerc love of much the greatefl part of his people in great 
BRITAIN ; the real friendihip of many near his perfon, and the venera- 
tion, even of thofe few, who are too much their own enemies to be en- 
tirely his friends; and to thefe we may add a country pofTeded of all 
the advantages of nature and art, inct)mparably fuperior to the electorate ; 
yet the native born fubjeCts, who judge difpaflionately, and enter a little 
into the human heart, will.foon find reafons to confider a king as man like 
themfelves, and reconcile the conftancy of his majefly’s affections for his 
HANOVERIAN dominions. Whether fuch an afTeClion will exifl in tlie 
minds of this ill ultrious family in future ages, futurity only can 
difeover. That the Hanoverians are as impatient for the abfence of 
their elector, as any British fubjeCts can be of their king, is ob- 
vious; fo natural is it to mankind to covet the fight and prefence of thei? 
fovercign when he is a good prince. 

J 

• One great topic during my Ray at hanover, w'as the treaty juR 
then concluded between the British crown and the united pro- 
vinces on the one part;* and the elector of bavaria on the other, 
regard to a fupply of forces in cafe of need; for which bavaria 
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1$ to receive an annual fubfidy of near 40,000 1 . The fufferings of Ba- 
varia in the late war, one would imagine, were fulBcient to detach her 
cledor from prance, though fuch an emolument had not been given. The 
generality of people in England are apt to complain, that tliefe lubfidies 
are injurious to the honour and welfare of their countiy ; but if it is necef- 
fary to fupport an intereft upon the continent, as in Ibme lights it muft 
be granted i thefc german princes, whofe intereft or inclination may in- 
duce them to enter into an alliance with us, will as naturally demand of 
us ibme kind of reward for their friendftiip, as the poor expedt to be re- 
lieved by die bounty of the rich : and althougli more may be paid for a 
thing than it is worth ; yet, in fome cafes, is it not as much our intereft 
to give moderate fubfidies, as it is for other princes to take them ? We 
fee that the french, who are very acute in their politics, are as little 
difpofed to give ibmething for nothing, as we poflibly can be j and yet 
they pay to Prussia, cologn, Denmark, Sweden, Poland, and the 
republic of Genoa near 600,000 1 . which I apprehend is near twelve 
times as much as we pay in fubfidies As cuftom is the law of mankind, 
whilft the fyftem of political intereft remains on its prefent footing, thofc 
nations who, by commerce, are in the way of accumulating riches, will 
have demands on them for part of thofe riches, whenever the affiftance of 
other princes is, in a certain degree, iiecefiary to preferve that power by 
which thofe riches are acquired: and whilft we commit depredations on 
one another by arts of corruption, even fiippofing the giving of moderate 
•fubfidies to be an evil, if it is fuch as die condudt of other powers reii- 
•ders ncceflary, we have the Jefs realbn to complain. 

* The laft fubfidy to saxony, together with that of bavabja, I believe doc* not exceed fifty 
thouCind pounds. The moft provoking circiraiftances in regard to paying foreign fubfidies, is being 
deferted in time of need ; and yet we are, in this rdpeft, on the fame footing as the F hen cm, fuppofing 
•wc give with the fame attention to the natural intereft of thofe who receive, as the fRE Sch do. 
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tion enough to obey the la?ws, nor hutniflity to forgive, nor even the modera- 
tion to appeal to others, fihaU be deemed a had man, if not a cowards, and 
receive no mercy, but what the laws will give him. Would it not be more 
vhonotirable for Christian princes to interpofe, by banithing from their 
courts with infamy, every fubjeifl, who, being a party, pretends to be alfo 
Judge, jury, and executioner in his own caufe in this important article of 
Jife and death ? 

To take away life contrary to law, is a power which a king ought not 
^to have ; and which kings, in our happy ifle, muft not alTume : and fliall 
a fubjcil dare .to doit ? Yet the fault apparently lies in the bread of princes, 
that this detedable practice is not fupprelled. Princes arc the fountain of 
that honour, which is the principle on which the dueiiid is fuppofed to 
aCl. The connivance or refentmcnt of a king muft feed or dry up the 
.fource of this delufion, which is more owing to cuftorn, than to the bad- 
nels of men’s hearts ; a cuflom which, in the ages of ignorance and fuper- 
ilition, was not known among men ; as if learning, poHteneft, and the 
light of the gofpcl, were productive only of falfe refinements, diame- 
trically oppofite to humanity and religion. Princes are alfo fupreme 
in religious matters. This is a cafe, which feems to require an appeal 
to the fovereign of heaven and earth, whofe vice-gerents princes ought 
to be ; and if men, in a wanton purfuit of an imaginary honour, 
delpife even death itfelf, what other law can rectify this abufe, than the 
law of honour, of which the prince is the guardian ? Hence the notions 
which render this practice in fome inftances warrantable, may, by a change 
of cuftorn, render it infamous, and the very niemory of fiich f^fe notions 
will thus in time wear off. 

If die fault is not imputable to princes, if they do not confider fuch 
practices as neceffary evils, how comes it, for this is the common received 
opinion, that the honefteft man, and moft gallant ofHcer in an army, .is 
^^bliged to give up his commiftion after refulal to hght, though demanded 
4 P'crfon, who is ftupidly intrepid, and de^nres fevere punUhment for 
><li^P^ng the fociety ? But fuppofing the challenger is of a ophtrary cha- 
ira^cr, I fee not how the cafe is altered : The violation of humaii and di- 
vine 
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Vinp laws is the fame. I rauft agdn tejpeat it, if the fault Is not iinput^le 
to pttnces, how comes it that the fumvor is ^nerally patdoned in cdhfh^ 
quencq of the prerogative of the crown ? 

It is true, many worthy men have been in the fad cafe of the furviying 
. dueUift, by offending more from a regard to cuftom than the badncfs of 
their hearts. Perhaps it was a debt to humanity to fave them from the 
gallows, hnce they muft have fought in fome meafure from their know- 
ledge of the lenity of princes. Is it enough that the law declares it death 
to kill in a duel, when what we call the fair duellift knows that the hirvi- 
vor is generally, I might fay, always pardoned ? The deceafed is al- 
ways moll in fault, or, what is very remarkable, always faid to be fo^ 
but did fubjedls of every rank know, that to meet an adverfary with 
weapons, widi an intention of fighting, was certain death by the laws j 
and that the fovereign would interpofe only to fee the laws executed, there 
is .great realbn to believe that no one would proceed to fuch extremities. 

The FRENCH in this cafe generally fly their country; many are conni- 
ved at ; and by a negle<fl; of the laws which prevails in every nation in fa- 
vour of the higher ranks, duelling is often deemed a rencounter % and 
as fuch is pardoned. There are indeed many of tlic french abroad in 
an inglorious banifhment for crimes of this nature, who make no fecret 
of it, but avow the caufe, by calling it an affair of honour ; a fpecious 
name indeed to colour a wicked a6;ion ! 

A prince is concerned to prevent this abufe, not only as the chief ma- 
giftrate, and the guardian of the laws, but hi moH countries as the priji* 
cipal military officer, or general of the army. In a camp this extrava- 
gant whim received its birth, and has been lince propagated for about 
one hundred and fifty years, as much to the difgrace of ail pretenders to 
<rue honour, and the Common laws of civil focicty, as to the profefibrs 
of the chuiftiaa religion, 

• 1 Kavv heard that the frsnch king takes an oath at his coronation nst. to pirdon dads. 
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Henry IV. of France is faid to have been the firft that encouraged 
this pradice, by which many a good fubjeft has loft his life, and many a 
family has been- left in diftrefs, who may juftly call for vengeance on him 
who firft gave countenance to fo dangerous a fyftem. Lewis XIV. did 
much in curbing this vice in France, and it became lels fafliionable in 
other parts of Europe : but alas ! fince his time, in prance and feveral 
parts of EUROPE, what a number of fouls have been fent to their laft ac- 
count full of this complicated crime, of regarding men rather than God ? 
I lay regarding men rather than God, fince pride is certainly at the bot- 
tom, and every fuch adt of pride is plainly a rebellion againft divine 
law’s. 

As this cuftom fo apparently ftrikcs at the fundamental laws of all fo- 
ciety, ought it not to be refcnted as fuch by the w'hole community ? ’I'is 
amazing how impioufly ftupid Ibme men are in this article in countries 
profeffing chrifiianity, who prefume to difpofe of their lives as if they 
pollefled them by an independent aft of their own, and acknowledging 
no God, are direfted intirely by their own caprice. 

'I’o intimidate theft valiant men, it might perhaps be demonftrated that 
duels are often fought for want of courage. Have the combatants refolution 
to aft up to the real lenfe of things ? If they have not, in what fenfe are 
they brave beyond a dog or a lyon? And where is the honour of do- 
ing a wicked aftion for fear of wanting bread ? An honeft man will die 
rather than do a baft aftion ; and wliat is the notion of a baft action but 
duch as is ofFenfivc to God, and deftruftive of fociety ? Thiiikiog men 
efteem it a folly to fay any dung in vindication of this flagitious praftice j 
but how many even of thefe arc preferved more by the kindnefs of pro- 
vidence, than by the ftrength and, uprightnefs of their own hearts. TJie 
world is in many cafes an arrant cheat, and perhaps in no iiiftance 
more than this. How many thoufands of gallant fpir its are preferved 
from the eftefts of a duel, becaufe they nev^r receive ufty of thoft in- 
genious EPISTLES called challenges ? I remember to have fead of a 
man, who, whilft he was writing a treatife againft ftlf- murder, was 

found 
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found hanging 011 his bed-pofl. Such has been, and fuch probably will 
te the cafe of many in regard to duels, if feme more effeaual ttie- 
thod is not u(ed to lupprefs them* As to men w’ho profefs arms, they 
DARE not maintain that they are chriftians in this inftance ; they muft 
be CAREFUL what they fay, or rather they muft be false to their own 
fenfe of the matter whenever they talk of it. Is it only then from the 
pulpit, or the moral writer, that the cuilom is to be exploded ? Are reli- 
gion ajid true politics intcrefting only to a few under particular circum- 
llances ? Such is the flate of the polite chrifliaii world ! Thus men make 
themfelves the llaves of faHe opinions under the notion of bravery, net 
confidering, that of all cowardice, that is the worft, which cnllaves the 
mind, and compels a man to be falfe to his own heart. 

To be reconciled to death is cflential to a philofopher and a chriftian, 
that i"', in fadl to be really no coward j but it is equally eflentlal to thefe 
charadters to refufe this criminal w'ay of dying. It follows then, that thefe 
renounce the appearance of virtue for the reality of it. If the duellift adts 
contrary to this principle, he I'enounces the reality for the appearance. 
From hence we may obferve how extravagantly abfurd the condudf of 
thole is, who offer incenic to this capricious, cruel, lawlels, flupid idol, 
opinion, drdled in the garb of honour, and under the difguifo of a gal- 
lant Ipirit. 

That tills matter requires ferious anirnadverfion, is but too apparent: 
for my own part 1 have hardly met a man of the world, but leaned,’ in 
fome degree, to the fide of what they call the Iionourablc duellid. The 
youth who has fought his duel, where no murder is committed, is fome* 
times more diilinguiflied than the officer who has been in ten campaigns, 
has fought gallantly as many battles under a juft command, and has tru- 
ly fcrved, nay perhaps has been one of a few who faved, their coun- 
try. Thus the falfe cdurage which carries men to deftroy the laws, and 
bring on anarchy and confufion, finds more refpcdl than that which is 
employed according to the, laws for the defence and prefervation of the 
fociety, which can exift no longer tlian the laws. How exceedingly ab- 
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lurd is it to fliew a man a fecret or an open contempt for not fighting, 
when if he kills his adverfary, humanity fteps hi, and we look on Ifim 
with horror? Pity indeed often takes place, but the refledtion that the 
laws have been contemned, is that which enters leaft into our heads or 
hearts. To mention ourfclves with a good grace, though we exult in 
the fatisfadion of having aded right, is a difficult talk : but this appre- 
henfion muft not hinder us from purfuing the great purpofe and duty of 
life, nor render us really deficient on one fide, whilfi: we are afraid of 
being fo on the other: Perhaps a falfe ihamc in well difpofed minds has 
done more hai*m than all the vanity or affedation of the weak part of 
mankind : the triumphs of the underfianding ought to be difiinguifiied 
from the Vanity of the heart. Some confeliions of our condud and prin- 
ciples, even when we approve, require a great mixture of felf-denial ; 
for there is hardly a man breathing, who is not in fomc inllanccs a Have 
to OPINION : belides, arguments deduced from the general realbn of 
things, though they may afied the underftanding, do not penetrate the 
heart fo deep as precepts which are broiiglit into adioii. 

The reader is by this time acquainted with my fentiments, if he be- 
lieves I am fincere. May I then, as I am writing a journal, mention a 
circuniftance of my own life ? I once received a challenge. A certain 
manufeript of no confequence, clandcflinely taken, and mifreprefentedi 
gave an alarm to a gentleman of the fighting fort j upon which I received 
a letter from him^ conceived in tbefe terms : 

VSiR, 

“ T Under ftand you are the author of a paper fubferibed ^ irt which 
*’ JL are initial letters that I prefumc mean me. As I always make 
“ it a POINT TO RESENT AFFRONTS, 1 dcfirc you wilh meet me at 
th and bring your fword with you. 

To which I anfwered to this effed : 

Sir, 
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•« S-rK,.' ■ . ' 

** T N reply to your letter, the meaning of which I fuppofe is a challenge 
X. to fight with you ; as I do not underftand by what authority yoit 
** call me to account, I will not tell you whether I am the author of 
fuch paper as you mention, or not : but this I think my honour is con- 
cerned to tell you, that I never intend to do any man an injury ; and if 
“ an offence does come, that honour alfo obliges me to make atonement, 
without putting my fi'iends to the trouble of fighting : and for my part 

“ I ALWAYS MAKE IT A POINT NOT TO RESENT AFFRONTS, bcyOnd 
“ the meafure which reafon and religion warrant. 

" As to meeting you at I have no inclination to w-alk in fuch 

“ weather as this, much lefs am I difpofed to fight for nothing; but a 
“ fvvord I ALWAYS wear, intending to ufe it upon every just occafion. 

“ I am, &c.” 

My antagonifi'. was fatisfied, and no doubt was glad to be excufed fight- 
ing, as all men are except thofe who are intoxicated with wine, or 
what is much the liinie, with anger ; or quite deprived of under ilanding. 
What an abfurd cuftoni is this ! A man injures me, and therefore I muil 
alfo give him an opportunity of killing me : on the other Iiand, wliat can 
poffcfs a man wdth an opinion that he muft fight bccaufe another is fo 
mad as to require it of him ? Is the challenge a fufllcient provocation ? 
that is, as if bccaufe a man demands the loan of a large fum of mo- 
ney, I mufl: lend it at the hazard of my own ruin : if a man by a tref-' 
pafs forfeits his right in his own life; if I have a right to kill him,> if I 
think it good to remove him as a villain, why fiiould I not kill him in 
the moft convenient way ? The grand point will be who is to judge in 
this matter j I think at leaft fomc cafuift of learning and great probity 
ought to be confuked in fo important a cafe ; and after all I am afraid 
the laws would judge this private vindidtive juftice as murder, and mo 
to be hanged. 

To brilig the thing home to my own breaft, now l am upon the fub- 
jedl, I will fuppole 1 had the fame fort of feiifc in tlris bufinefs as my ad- 

ver fa ry. 
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verfary, and had carried iny fvvord as he defired, uled it and died, and 
been brought to my laft account, for fuch account I believe there wUI be j 
what could I fay in iny own defence ? That I was not afraid of Goo, 
but I feared the phantom opinion. But what if I had killed my adver- 
fary, and, to put the matter in the bed light, been pardoned by human 
laws ; could all my tears of repentance have clcanfed my hand from this 
HONOURABLE MURDER ? Ought I not to run it into the flames, and 
fland, as a roman ’’ did on a worfc ocealion, to fee it burnt off, to- ex- 
piate the bloody deed, if fuch expiation could avail ? 

A friend of mine mentioned an acquaintance of his who treated a 
challenge kfs ferloufly, by calling out in a public coffec-houfe, “You 
St * * * what did you mean by fending me a challenge, do you think 
“ that at my time of life I am fuch a fool to fight a duel 

There is no man who adts virtuoufly but fomebody or other fuflers 
when he dyes: however, let us confider him in the different relations 
of life j fuppofc him wedded to a woman of honour and fentiments, 
a kind hufband, a dutiful fon, a tender parent, and confequeruly it 
may be prefumed a faithful friend j and, except in this wild enthuil- 
afm, a lover of his country. Behold him proftrate on the earth, kil- 
led by the hand of him who perhaps was ycflerday the friend of his bo- 
fom ; and a man whom he loved and wifhed to ferve ; fent to his laft ac- 
count with all his fins upon him ; plunged into eternity in a rebellious 
ai!l againft the plain decrees of heaven. Whilft we fee the blood ifliiing 
from his wound, behold the gentle matron, the partner of all his hap- 
pinefs or mifery, with floods of tears ftreaming from her eyes, calling 
fi^r that aid which no mortal arm can give. The tender infant by her 
fide knows not that one fatal thruft, robs him of all the joys, the com- 
forts and fupport, with which providence had bleffed him in a parent, now 
no more. The a^d father lofing his fon, in whom all his worldly joys 
were centered, and for whom only he wiflied to live, droops his hoary 
iiead and dies with forrow. On the other hand what horror m^ft invade 

* M. SCJBVOtA, 

the 
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the foul of the furviving duellift ! The reproaches of his heart, and his 
fearful apprchenfions of the laws, muft fill him with difmay. If it was 
only to die, death is but a debt we owe to nature, and the end of life is 
to pay that debt in a graceful manner : but under thele circumfiances it is 
fliocking. Not the devouring fiames 5 nor ftorms that plunge the affrighted 
mariner into his watery grave, have half the terrors of this dreadful fcenc. 

The moft capital misfortune attending the preludes to thefe catafiro- 
phes, is the frequent carelefsnefs, or too great confidence in a fuppofcd 
accommodation, on the parts of by-ftanders, or of the friends of the par- 
ties contending ; to which we may add, the fappofed fliame of the par- 
ties in afkinsr advice in fuch cafes. I have been more than once affured 

O 

by a very gallant fca ofFicer, who has given proof of his courage upon 
the mofl important occafions, that he has been inilrumental in making 
up near a do^ren quarrels, which to all appearance mull otherwife have 
proceeded to the extremity of a duel. 


If a bct'titiidc i.s annexed to feeding the hungry and cloathing the naked, 
how atnialili' in tlie fight of God muft that man be who faves the (bin’s 
as well as bodies of his fellow-creatures! 

Not to think of death as the entrance into another state, is to 
negledt the moft eflcntinl duty of this ; and to fear death is to renounce 
our patrimony ; to turn a bicfhng into a curfc ; to prefer pain to pleafure ; 
ami to imbitter the joys which tlic kindnefs of providence has fo liberally 
prefented to us. We ought to be ready to meet death, and in feme cates 
even to with for it. We ought to long for a glorious occafion to finifh 
the campaign of life; but it ftiould be a glorious, that is a juft occaiiou. • 
What man in his right mind would not die a martyr to the principlc-s on 
which his eternity depended ; and fuffer himfelf to be ftoned tp death 
under the harfh name of a coward, rather than die, or even live by the 
fwovd, as a fool ? a fool, if there is a God, and a ftate of rewards for 
good, and puniftimcnts for evil adlions } who flripw recks his horcs^ and 
renounces all the profit of a long and dangerous voyage for nothing j 
for the breath of idle tatlers, for indigcfted Opinions, and the filie judg- 
njent of thofe who rejedt theic confivlerations in their plan of life. V/e 

all 
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sill naturally defire to be beloved in life, and applauded by men ; how- 
ever uncertain and precarious the advantages of fuch love and applaufe' : 
but how great foever they are, th^ must terminate with Thai; life, of 
-which we are thus lb ftupidly lavilh j though at the fame time we know, 
that if we obferve a confillent condudl in this world, we muft deny the 
immortality of the foul, and refufc our acknowledgment that god is wife, 
juft, and merciful; or cxpe<5fc that immortality in si ftatc of happinefi, la 
comparifon of which the higheft human felicity is but the bafelefs "fabric 
of a vifioii.” 


C H A P. XLI. 

Further rejlcxiomon duellings uoith the cafes of a demand to dranoj the lie 
giverty or a blew rcceh'ed ; with the co?idubl of a rcafonable man of ho-' 
nour in ati to national jttjlice, 

M any admonitions have been written on the fubje<ft: of duelling, 
and fome of them, no doubt, have made impreflions on men, 
however difpofed, by their circumftances and profeflions, to be numbered 
amongft the lavvlels combatants. We have lately feen men profefting 
arms®, who have declined the challenge j but whilft fo many adopt falle 
principles, it is not poflible to eradicate this pernicious cuftom. 

Various are the incidents which bear a great afilnity with the more 
cool and deliberate invitation to the duel. A cafe once happened by the 
well-meant oftidoufnefs of a gentleman; he endeavoured to fbften the 
wrath of a perfon, who direded it at no higher an objedl than a porter. 
Tl'fis gentleman aftervvards run his inflamed adverfary through the body, in 
confcquence of the offence of demanding him to draw. How can we 
reconcile a condud which brought on fo fatal* a cataftrophe } Would 
it not have been more conliftcnt for this gentleman to retire ? Is it a 
fliame to run away from a madman ? The j^lTc of being kilted by dired 
af&ffination, had he retired, was not perhaps as one to ten C(Jual to the 
hazard of the combat; fo that it feems as if he cliole the greater danger 


* If (bme public relations are genaine. 


to 
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to avoid the Icfe : but how much more glorious had it been to die in 
fuch a calc, whilft he endeavoured to avoid Ipilling the blood of his fellow- 
creature, under fuch circumftances of difgrace to human natm'e, than to 
live the* wretched vanquiflier of fb miferable a being ? However romantic 
this thought may appear, I confefs I fee as great a duty to avoid killing a 
man, though at the hazard of one’s own life, as to endeavour to defend a 
fellow- creature, under certain circumftances, at the fame haz-ord : and 
there is no man of true bravery, but, upon fome occafions, will run the 
rhlc of his own life to lave that of another perfon. As to the cafe of di- 
redl aflaflination, the firft principle of life teaches us what to do. 

In relation to the accidents which happen for want of fixed principles, 

I have feen feveral cafes. A particular acquaintance of mine abroad, 
was taken up by the watch, when he w'as fo much difordered in liquor, 
that he was not capable of diftinguiftiing ; his friend pafiing by, and hear- 
ing of the event, gave bail for him. As they walked together, he demanded 
fatisfadlion of his bencfadlor for an offence committed by anoth^ per- 
fon ; his friend, inftcad of flying from this temporary madman, fought 
with him, and they both loft their lives. 

I have often wondered that well-regulated ftateslliould luffer the profoflion 
of a fcncing-maftcr'’: to one that has been faved by the knowledge of this 
fcience, twenty have been loft. We often find bad men excel in this art, 
and the heft arc not excufed on account of their ignorance of it. What. 
Imvc wc to do with a fcience, of which the laws forbid the ufo ? Men arc 
not taught to counterfeit a hand-writing, nor to coin falfo money. Na- 
tional quarrels are not determined by the fw'ord of the dueliift; nor can 
the heft fencer parry a mufket-ball, or a bayonet. But a knowledge of 
the ufe of the fufee, or fpontoon, may be of great ailvantage in the field 
of battle. A warlike nation ihould learn Jiow to kill their enemies when 
there is a necefiity for It, and not their countrymen when there is none. 
As to fencing, it has been frequently a temptation to defperate aeftions j 

I 

^ Except that the challenged may chafe his weapons ; I once h^rd of a man who chofc a pitch- 
fork, which, though improper for a gentleman, had good effeS, foe U prevented the daeh 

VoL. II, * LI and 
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and men often engage with an entire knowledge of their grtat fuperiority, , 
as well as a prefumption of it. Of the laft fort I knew a very particular 
inftance. 

A very near relation of mine was once attacked in the open ftreets in full • 
day by one of thefe fighting gentlemen^ who, it feems, took him for an- 
other perfon. He retired, and told him, Sir, for heaven’s fake forbear ; 

i never faw you before, nor know I who you are.” This however 
did not reftrain the aggrellbr. His eyes were as blind as his heart; he 
pufhed forward, and, as tlie price of his raflinef:, he received a mortal 
wound, and only lived to beg pardon for his miflake. 

Another remarkable event happened allb to the fame perfon : he was 
challenged by a man whom he had never feen , nor heard of. As a man of 
the fword however he coiifented, and had the fortune to make his aa- 
tagojjifl beg his life ; this pcrlpn then confefled, that he had no motive to 
fighting but his difirefied condition, and entreated his antagonifi to aflifl 
him. The wounds he had received, now made him the greater object of 
companion j fo that this extravagant enterprise ended in the aggrefTor’s 
being relieved by the charity of the man whom he had provoked to this 
defperate trial of fkill. 

Infbinccs of this fort are very numerous, arlfing, for the mofl part, from 
tile fame caufe, viz. a grofs ignorance of what a man ought to do under 
certain circumflances. For what can honour mean, if it is not a rule 
OF CONDUCT? However complicated cafes of this nature are, the ordi- 
nary incentives to fuch cataftrophes are a demand to draw, that is, to 
fight i the lie given j or a blow. As to the firft, the party offending by 
tliis demand is generally in anger, and as incapable of reafon as the 
drunken man. If by this demand he means to kill you on the fpot, if you 
do not kill him ; what is it lefs than aflafilnation V and if no relief can 
be obtained, all means either of art or foi'ce are warrantable for the pre- 
fervation of life. But if it is only a fimple pivipofition to fight with him, 
as is generally underftcod, it ought to be conridere<l as a propofal, to leap 
with him from the top of a houfe, and he fliould be re garded as a mad- 
man ; 
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man : bowevet, as he liears the, figure of a man, his perlon ought to be fa- 
cred, and all poliiblc incajis uled to protedf him from himfclf. 

As to giving the lie, the anticnt romans, v/hofe valour we never call 
in queftion, conlidcred it only as a contfadi( 3 :ion. Cufiom, pride, or a 
higher fenfe of moral virtue in feme, and an afTcclation cf it in others, 
have rendeied this word very harfli and violent to us : but human laws 
Icldom take any cognizance of it, unlefs with rcfpect to men of high 
rank, or eminent authority. If the party has really uttered an injurious 
fallity, the punilhmeut will, in a great meallire, attend if; and if he has 
NOT, the He is retorted, and the diihonour properly fixed : but in matters 
of or aflertion, wittiefi’es only can determine, and refentments of this 
fort ought, in all reafon, to be referred to a court of honour ; that is, to 
the friends of the parties, who may cafily accommodate fuch a quarrel, 
Wi'icn men really mean to ait like men. 

lint the fevereft trial of a man is by a blow. This is the treatment of 
a Ikvve, oi' a malcfatlor, and he who is above the rank of the loweft of 
nrankind, or has any confeioufnefs of his own dignity, ought, in juftice to 
himfclf, and to the community, to require fatisfinflion ; bccaule this is an 
offence againfl the focicty, of which the laws take cognizance. Out of 
refpeel then to the fociety, and in obedleitce to the laws, he ought to ap- 
peal to them. Suppofe then a man is (buck without a juft provocation, let 
him appeal to the magiftrate, to whom he is fuppofed to have entered into 
a folcmn engagement to refer his caufc, in conftquence of the common 
protcdlion he derives from the laws. 

But as fuch appeals arc not often made by men, who profefs to have a 
very high fenfe of honour, it ought to be extremely clear that they mean 
to lupport the rcfpect due to the laws, abllradited from all private confide- 
ration.s ; and therefore If the fatisfadlion, whicli may be judged due for the 
injury done, is pecuniary; they mull transfer it in truft for the ufe of the 
poor ; not as a gift, but as^ a forfeiture to the poof by the offender, A 
man who would not do a baft adrion for gain, ought not to benefit by 
iiich a forfeiture, not even In the fuppofed merit of a charity. A vlllaiti 
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may artfully provoke an honeft man to an offenpe a^ainft the laws, with 
a view to private benefit : but as no man of honour will fuffer difgrace 
for the fal<e of gain j he ought alfo to avoid the appearance of fuchadvan- 
ta^, in any cafe it is his duty to reft in a determined rcfolution to bfe really 
a man of honour, and not a ftave to opinion, againft the light of his 
own mind} againft the laws of his country; and againft the aweful majefty 
of heaven. 

The higheft indignity, in the ordinary eftimation of crimes of this fort, 
is for a man, who profelles arms, to receive a blow. In a free country 
the military law being fubfervient to civil inftitutions, we muft conclude 
that a court-martial would proceed upon much the fame principles as any 
other court of judicature. 

Let us fuppofe then even a gentleman of the army confronting the tranl- 
grellbr in the prelence of the judge, and that he means to adt like a 
CHRISTIAN, and a good member of the community, as well as a foldier : 
I prefame his pleading would fl and thus ; 

“ As 1 believe the religion of christ, I now appear before your lord- 
“ fhips for my hope in that religion ; I appear to vindicate die decrees of 
‘‘ heaven, and to refeue them from contempt. I plead, my lord, in de- 
fence of the higheft privilege of mankind, defiring to prove, by my own 
fubmifiion, that the wife author of nature has not ordained any partial law, 
** which is obligatoiy only to people under particular circumftances. 

“ I know that cuftom has not only made it honourable to decide 
fuch complaints as mine by the fvvord of private vindidtive juftice, but 
alfo did) on curable to appeal to any other. That cuftom, unfupported 
** by rcafon, is the law of fools, is acknowledged by alt men of common 
** fenfe } yet as it has been the cuftom. for the higheft ranks of mankind, 
to negledt the national juftice, and revenge thernfelvcs with their own 
arm ; in the eyes of many I muft appear, if not as a coward, at leaft as in- 
“ ferior to them in courage, and a due fen fa of honour. Whilft the 
** world is enflaved to opinion, men will appear witli dignity, or difgrace, 
as they follow or abandon the ftandard of this tyrant. 


“ But 
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** But I apprehttid, my !ord« that the important affair now under con- 
‘^fideration, is not how I am to pay a blind homage to cuftom, or opr- 
“ nion ; but how to exprefs the fubmiffion of a reafonable being to reafon-* 
‘‘ able laws, with a due regard to both worlds. Human, inftitutions arc 
ever prcfumed to be direaed by the higher motives of divine laws y to 
evade the one, is to d^ife the other. As I know that my freedom, 
** my religion, and all that is dear to me, are fecured by the laws, and 
that the prote<5tion derived from them, implies a folemn obligation on 
“ my part} can I, with tlie name of honour, pretend to annul that obli- 
“ gation ? In this light things appear to me ; but I have learnt alfb, by long 
“ experience, the fallacy of human wifdom ; how incapable we often are 
“ to judge for ourfelveSj and how differently the fame adtion appears to 
“ the fameperfon at different times: upon this account alfb I appeal to 
“ the judgment of this honourable covirt. I refer my cauie to the laws of 
“ GOD and my country, in hopes drat the day will come, when foldiers 
“ w’ill have the courage to ad; like men, and like Christians } and to 
dare to do any tiling which ought to be done : till that day comes, he 
“ who has the courage to adl up to the didates of his confcience, and 
the clear precepts of his religion, muH: deplore an evil w*hich he cannot 
“ redify, and I'land up againll the imputation even of cowardice, ia;her 
“ than renounce that confcience and religion. 

“ There is anpther reafon, my lord, why, contrary to all cuftom \vith 
men of my profeflion, I appear before this honourable aflembly. Tiie 
“ common didates of humanity call on me to demand jurtive in this 
“manner; not the didates of a mean fclflovc; nor a daf lard! y fear of 
“ death; but the caufe of honour and of liberty, the caufe of my fbllow- 
“ citizens and cbunti-ymen ; as it is my duty to fight for them wmkn t Am* 
“ CALLED, 1 now mean, my lord, to prefer ve their lives, and, by endeavour- 
“ ing to flop the currc^it of a flagitious pradice, to fere^n them frimi in- 
“ famy or dilgrace in the like circumftances. • ■ . * . 

“ If we enjoy life, and ♦iJie name of honour, only by the romantic cle- 
“ mency of him who dares to draw his fword in defiance of the iawa,^ 
“ what is this, in effed, but flavery ? He that challenges to an illegal com-,. 
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bat, and has it in his ppw<?r to blaft tny reputation, if I rcfufe ; is he 
“ not a more dangerous 'niember of the commiinity, than he who chal- 
‘‘ koges me to, deliver my purfc, and will neither touch my Ihe nor ho- 
‘‘ nour, if I conknt: and if it is inglorious to follieit for juftice* againft 
V tbofe who violate tlie rules of civil Ibciety ; the confequence mull be, that 
“ it is glorious to perfecute and deftroy the virtuous, who are the fupport 
“ of tliat fociety. 

“ In all the dreadful feenes of blood, which my duty, as a foldier, has 
“ often engaged me ; I ever conlidered it as my pride and honour to be 
“ obedient to the command of my fuperiors, though it were to rulh on ccr- 
“ tain death ; that is the law of a foldier in the field of battle : the fame rule 
“ of condudf now brings me before this honourable court. As in thofe 
“ Icenes of {laughter, 1 never thought it juftifiable to kill an enemy out of 
“ mere revenge, or to take a life, which, confiflently with rny duty, 1 
could Ipare ; what change of principles fliould now induce me to run 
“ the hazard of robbing my feilow-fubjedt of his life, from the impullc 
“ of a lawlefs revenge ? A revenge which, if followed, mankind would 
“ be reduced to a ftate of war, the links of humanity would be broken, 
“ and the foundation of all Ibciety rooted up. 

“ And now, my lord, in "what degree the offender is punifhable, refts 
“ on the judgment of this honourable alTembly : I do not mean to biafs 
the court, or load the aggrelTor with guilt, arifing from motives per- 
“ haps foreign to his thoughts : on the contrary, I hope he will expe- 
*- rience fuch a mitigation of his punifiiment, as will demonftrate to him- 
“ fclf, and to all the world, cither tliat honour, equity, and all the facred 
“ regards by which fociety is fupported, are, in the courfc of national 
“ juft ice entirely negledfed i or, that it is abCurd, unjuft:, and inhuman, 
“ to revenge a blow, the wild elfe<fl; of anger, by no Icfs a chaftifement 
than the death of the oftender.'’ * 
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'A Jliort account ^zell, the adjacent country., and the pajffage of elbb* 
Obfervations on the hojpitality of the BRITISH faStory in Hamburg, 
•with feme refeSiiom on the facr amenta Of the body corporate of that 
fa£tor)\ Of the houfes, inhabitants, government, military force, forti- 
f cation, territories, and trade of HAMBURG, A fort account of Al- 
ton a. 

T he 13th of September I left hanover, and proceeded to en- 
ZEN, a fraall mean village ; the road to this place exhibits little 
more than heath, widi very few houfes and inhabitants, for two german 
miles and a half. From thence to zell is two german miles and a 
half; the chief produflion of the country''ncar the road, is turf, which 
ferves as fuel for the adjacent inhabitants. About three feet from thef 
furfacC of the earth, I obferved in leveral places the remains of antient 
buildings, which the common people are idle enough to think have re- 
mained there ever fince the deluge. 

Zell is a very confdcrable place, and guarded by a fortification : it 
has been formerly the rcfidcnce of the dukes of tliat name, but by mar- 
riage it is now devolved to the houfe of hanover. The palace is for- 
tified by a wall and a mote, and, being on an eminence, commands an 
extenfive profpe< 51 ;. Here arc four Lutheran churches, one french, 
and one dutch reformed cburch, and one for the koma.n catholics. 
The buildings for the moll part are very mean, being chiefly of rvood. 
The town lias a fmall trade with bremx^n, by means of the viyer al- 
LER i and now afforded quarters to a regiment of 700 men. It has been 
alfo long diftinguillied for a llud of exceeding fine borfes, of which I 
faw many : here are fonietimes to tlie number of one hundred and fifty ; 
the pedigree of each horfe is marked on the poll of the ftall. Bcfidcs many 
beautiful horles for the faddle, there is a very fine fet of cream-colouicd 
horfes for a coach of Hate. * 
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' From I. L I travelled to weissekdorff, \yhich is four excelfive 
long GERM AN niik's j the greated paic of the way appears like a defert, 
having only three or four mean villages, and very little corn land, but Ibme 
flocks of flieep. This electorate fupplies the greatefl: part of ck'RMANv 
with mutton, as Brandenburg and vvestphalia produces hogs, and 
HUNGARY beef; but the trade in corn is very final}, as each bf thole 
countries produces fiifHcieiit for its own confumption. 

On the 1 5th I went to z^hrendorf, four german miles, the coun- 
try flill abounding in heaths and woods. The villagers in fome places 
•ctsnplained of the unwholefome air. Whether this arifes from the 
earth not being cultivated, the number of inhabitants being fmall, or from 
tlic badnefs of the foil I cannot determine. On the i6th I travelled on to 
HAMBURG, four GERMAN miles: the country towards the banks of tire 
ELBE luis a more agreeable afpedt. Travellers fometimes go by spick- 
ERwiC'K, where the elbe being much narrower, the paflage is fliort 
and tJte charge eafy; from thence on the north eafl: banks of the elbe 
there are many delightful gardens in the territories of Hamburg j where- 
as at HARBORG it is five or fix English miles erofs the elbe to Ham- 
burg. The banks of this river below the dty, are in fome places very 
lofty, and exhibit a delightful view' of the fcveral fmall iflands in the 
middle of it. It is very unlucky for travellers who are well inclined to 
entertain a good opinion of the eledlorate of hanover, that the road 
from tlie metropolis crofs the country to the elbe in the rout to ham- 
burg, has fo barren and defolate an appearance. The diftridls of zell 
and LUNENBURG arc by no means feenes of pleafurc or profit} but at fome 
diftanee from the road in proper hanover, I am aflTured are latids fertile 
and w'ell peopled, which indeed ought to be inferred from the amount of 
die revenues of this eledtorate, as already mentioned } though thefe arife 
chiefly from the mines. . 

The 17th. Being now arrived in a great trading city, amongft hcon- 
liderable BRITISH factory, with fome of the members of which I had 
particuiar connexions from commercial intcreft, I confidered myfejf as at 

home} 
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home; and indeed the politericfs, holpkalky, and agreeable converfation 
of the factory in. general made it fuch to me. 

It is. a common vice of mankind to fufFcr the moft trivial incidents of 
life to divert them from religious duties, and to furnifh themfcives with 
an excufe for that neglcdt. The day after my arrival being the fabbath, 
if the motive of devotion had failed, curiofity vvoiild, I think, have car- 
I'ied me to divine fcrvice : of all curfes idlencfs ieems to be one of tlic 
word, and of all kinds of idlenefs, tliat of neglcdling the fabbath feenis 
to be the moft unworthy. “ Remember that thou keep holy the fabbath 
day,” is as clear an injunflion as “ Thou lhalt not murder as clear and 
forcible as if the Almighty was to look down from the battlements of 
heaven, and declare in thunder “ This is my will.” But if the founda- 
tions of the earth were lliaken, would men awake to their duty? The 
cliaplain, Mr. murrav, gave us an excellent difeourfe on this text, 
“ Take tliis in remembrance of me;” he remarked “ That men, who 
“ are really fincere, and endeavour to think and a(ft well, are not dif- 

qualified for receiving the facrament from what they imagine or fear, 

however feemingly contrary to the i]:iirit of religuTn.” A v/cak fudg- 
ment and a roving fancy ate moft certainly apt to difturb the heft men; 
but the real good or evil in confequence of the facrament, muft be de- 
termined by the effev^l it has on our lives ; by engaging us to forfake our 
fins, as we thereby covenant and agree to do : this law is of eter- 
nal obligation, whether we commemorate his death or rvot ; but if wc 
will not commemorate, we break one efiential part of that law, by neg- 
lefling his abfolute command, “ Take this in i-emembrance of me ;” an 
argument which is intelligible to a child, and as conclufivc as volumes of 
tlaeologjr. If the taking that facrament is enjoined as the means of re- 
n^crabering him ; as a token of rcmemberance, and as an adt of grati- 
tude to him as a friend, and benefadtor ; to negledf tlws command feems to 
imply, that we do not diiife to remember him, nor to take, any pains to 
exprefs our gratitude to him. Were we to judge from tlie cendudl; of 
feme cHRis'tiANs, one would be tempted to diink fucli an iuiundtion 
was really never made, or that they really were not ciiristiaxs. 

VoL. II. » M m It 

I 
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It is very familiar to common obfervation, that men who demonftrate 
a fcrupulous forbearance of offences which are clearly forbidden, do not 
regard diis duty, though it is as clearly commanded} as if one implied 
guilt, but not the other. If they were juft to themfclves, they would not 
only refled on the abfurdity of this condud, but alfo that they neg- 
led one of the moft eftential means of procuring the pardon of dieir 
fins. 

This is a long introdudion to a fliort ftory. The congregation of the 
BRITISH fadory at Hamburg, though neither method ifts nor fanatics ; 
being about fifty perfons of both fexes, all, except one, received the fa- 
crament on this occafion. A fight which I never faw before, nor ever 
exped to fee again, unlefs I fhould happen to go to Hamburg. The cha* 
pel belonging to the fadory is very neatly finiflied with oak, and of a pro- 
per and convenient fize. Afr. Murray is defervedly beloved for his learn- 
ing and agreeable converfation, for his perfuafive difcourfes, and the na- 
tural and juft manner in which he delivers them. 

The BRITISH fadory tvhich removed from flanders to Hamburg, 
are polTefied of privileges fince about i6io, confirmed by a convention with 
the regency, as diftinguifiied as any body of foreigners enjoy in any part of 
tlie commercial world. The hamburgers found it their intereft to in- 
dulge them, infomuch that, till the revolution, they had an cxclufive privilege 
of importing cloth but this liberty is now free to any of the inhabitants 
of the city. This fadory is incorporated into a company, confifting of 
thirteen members, a governor and deputy governor All difputes a- 
mong themfelves are referred to the final decilion of a majority of voices. 
They alfo judge with regard to their demands on the burghers ; but in this 
cafe a deputation of two fenators is required to ad in concert with them. 
Their judgments arc fo juft and fummary that the burghers generally make 
application to them, when they have demands upon any of the Bri- 
tish fadors, preferring their dedlions to any other court in the jurif- 

1 

^ Mr, JOHN GORE. Mr. john thornton", who rc/ides on the ipoK 
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diction of the city. The trade of this company is not fb confiderable 
as it was at the latter end of the laft century. 

Befldes the pleafure which they enjoy in domeftic diverfions and thu- 
tual afts of hofpitality, the king of Denmark has granted them a pri- 
vilege of hunting in his jurifdidtion, to the extent of about ten Eng- 
lish miles, and fome of the fadlors often take this amufement. 

Hamburg is well known to be a hanfetown of the moft importance 
of any in Europe. It is faid to have derived its name from the adjacent 
forcft of HAM, fo early as the beginning of the eighth century : its repu- 
tation for laws, and fituation for trade, has long fince furnidred it witli 
opulent inhabitants. It (lands in the dukedom of holstein, on the 
north fide of the elbe, where this river forms many iflands j fome part 
of the town is fo low, that north weft winds and high tides extremely in- 
commode the inhabitants, by the overflowing of the water. The houfes 
are built very ftrong and lofty, and many of them are extremely neat. 
iVIoft of the ftreets are fo narrow as hardly to fuffer wheel carriages 
to pafs each other, but their coachmen are remarkably dexterous. Vehicles 
of this fort, which were hardly known amongft them feventy years ago, 
are now very common. There arc alfo many ftreets which are fpaci- 
ons, hut thefc lying higher, and more detached from the water, are not 
fo much frequented by merchants of any confideration. 

Here are geneially minifters from moft of the princes in europk, but 
1 believe more for the aflairs and correfpondency relating to germ an v and 
the north, than for what regards the city. I had the pleafure of being very 
politely received, particularly by Mr. cope, the engeish refident, who is 
much beloved. 

The number of inhabitants in this city, appears to be larger than it 
really isj as much tht greateft part of them are abroad and in motion. 
Mechanics are not numerous here } and of manufadlures, fugar -baking and 
■calicoe-pvinting are the groat articles j gohl and filver lace, filks and ftock- 
<ngs are alfi> made, but in no confiderable quantities. The families which 

M m 2 pay 
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pay fcot and lot are atsoiU 14,000, and the foidiery, including their 
wives and children, arc reckoned 10,600. There is about the fame num- 
ber of foreigners ; fo that, reckoning feven perfons to a himily, the 
whole makes 118,000. The fuburbs and villages adjacent, may en-^ 
creale it to half as many more. 

The better fort of people here arc extremely affable, mod' of them 
having travelled; but the vvomen arc bred up with great referve. They 
generally go veiled with black filk ; but not fo as to. hide their faces, 
when tlicy have any rcafoa to entertain a favourable opinion of their own 
beauty. Though here are m;iny inftances of gay lih;, efpecially at par- 
ticular feafons, yet there is no appearance of Hate; or grandeur amongft 
tliem ; their chief purfuit is trade. Thofe who have left off buflnefs arc 
efteemed in the fame rank with merchaiits. As there are no marks of re-, 
gal authority to create a due fubordiiution, tlie ca(y circuin dances of the 
greated part of tlie inhabitants, liavc introduced a Ipecies of iniblence and 
impoiition on drangers,, peculiar to a republican date: the common 
people tread clofe upon the heels of thofe of liigher rank. I obferved alfo 
they have introduced the cudom of giving money to fervants; and, as in 
fomc other countries, convert the domcdic obligations of fociety into afts 
of venality. 

*1 he government of this city is compofed of four burgomaders; the 
ernoluments annexed to their offices generally yield jooo.l. a year each, 
particularly the two elder of them, who liave the difpofal. of feveral places. 
The next in rank are fenators, of whom tliere are twenty- four ; their drefe 
refembles the antient habit of die Spaniards : fourteen of thefc mud 
be chofen from among the merchants, and ten bred to the dudy of the 
law. The fenators are fometimes very illiterate perfons, but when cho- 
fen they arc obliged to forfake their fhops, and keep a coach. Their 
felary is two iiundred pounds per annum, but tiiey are cholen for life, 
and their perquifites are cendderable : fuits at law are determined ' by 
die fenate ; criminal affairs by the fenate and burghers. There are alfo 
four iindics, or lawyers, who a<3: as fecretaries of the date, aad on whom 

the 
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til© greateft weight of the executive part of the government lies ; next to 
thefe arc four real fecretaries. The city is divided into five parillhes, io 
which are five capital churches ; the mofi: modern, dedicated to St. mi» 
CHAEL, was reduced to allies by lightening in 1749. There is alfo the 
DOME, which is a cathedral church governed by a dean and fecular can- 
nons, remarkable for its antiquity, being built in the time of Char- 
lemagne it is now partly under the protedlion of his majefty king 
GEORGE, in the quality of duke of Bremen and verden : each of thefe 
pariflies has three officers in the nature of the tribunes of the people a- 
mong the antient romans ; and nothing of moment is refolved on bj’’ the 
fcnatc without their concurrence. When taxes are laid on the people, fifty 
burghers of each parifli muft be prefent to conftitute a proper afiembly 
for this purpofe, and the fame tax is never prolonged above a year. Upon 
thefe cccafions the gates of the city are ffiut, and nobody permitted to go 
in or out till the afiembly is broke up. Though upon the principle of 
that lihc'.ty which I have mentioned, the inhabitants are fometimes with- 
difficulty kept within bounds ; yet, in the ordinary courle of things, goed 
order and oeconomy arc preferved. 

The religion eftablifiied here is the Lutheran ; nor is there a tolera- 
tion as in AMSTERDAM, or LONDON. The ROMAN catholics are objedts 
of great jcalouly; but the jews are indulged, and fupport themfeives by 
commerce and brokerage: indeed the greateft part of the polish jews 
appear to be in a wretched condition ; but the portuoueze are not in 
fuch defpicable circutnftances. 

The eftablifliment of regular forces in this city is 2500 men; but the 
magifiracy feldom fupport fo many : they are however very cautious 
in fimtting their gates early, and will, upon no occafion, open a wicket, 
though the town might raife a conlidcrablc tax by means of it. This part 
of oeconomy puts a gjieat refiraint on the citizens, and habituates them 
the more to- moderation in purfuit of-pleafures and amufement. 

The fortifications of this town, on thie land- fide, are confidered as very 
ilrbng; but the greatefi: fccurity of it is the jealoufy of the feveral prin- 
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ces, who have, from time to time, formed pretenfipns, and caft an athbd- 
tipus eye towards it.. The walk round the ramparts is about four e ng-' 
xiSH miles, and in mofl: parts very pleafant. On the eaft fide is a large 
piece of water formed by a fmall river called the alster, within the 
walls, on which the towiVvS people amufe themfelves in the fummer, by 
low'ing about it, attended by bands of muficians. 

The citizens have alfb feveral gardens on the banks of the elbe and 
ALSTER, feme of which are agreeable: but tliey are moftly in the 
DUTCH tafie, very fmall, and kept in I'uch cxquiiite order, as rather to 
exhibit a poppet- fliew, tlian a ruralfcenc; much lefs is there any grandeur 
in tliem. 

The territories of this city are but fmall : on the north- weft fide there 
is a confiderable fort on an eminence, which ferves as an out- work to 
the town, and as a boundary of its dominion j Alton a, on the tveft-, is 
within half a mile. To the north they have only about one mile j but to 
the eaft, along the banks of the elbe, _about fixteen, w'hich, in the 
broadeft place, is not above four miles 

Several of the citizens, who have acquired great fortunes by commerce, 
have purchafed large eftates in the neighbouring territories, under the jurif- 
-di<ftion of the feveral princes j but this is apt to create jealoufies among 
thofe whofe property is in trade only, or within the territory of Ham- 
burg. Monfieur pierre hiss, a french merchant, to whom I am 
•obliged for the polite reception he gave me, is faid to be worth above 
100,000 1. acquired from a veiy fmall beginning; and there arc others, 
whofe opulence is not inferior. 

This place muft be confidered with refpeeft to GERMANY, what Am- 
sterdam is to EUROPE, a magazine of the difterent produce, and 
merchandize of the trading world. Many of the houfes are built on the 
very edge of the canals, fo that ftiips may unload into their ware- 
houfes. The number of vcflels, of any confiderable burthen, oelonging to 
the town, is computed at four hundred, of which thirty of the princi- 

^ In this p'l/Tagc X mean shclish. miles. 
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pftl are emplbyed in the trade to and from iondon. They have many 
in the FRENCH trade, particularly about forty, which bring wine, and 
other comrnodities, from bourdeaux; a grejat number in the greew^ 
t AND trade, bcfides many which navigate the bai.tic, and fome aifo to 
PORTUGAL, SPAIN, the mediterranean, &C. 

They keep their accounts in marks and fchillings, 16 fchlllings to a 
mark. The agio varies, but the bank-money is generally about 15 or 16 
per cent, liettcr than current. 

Formerly the danism money was their chief currency, but now they^ 
have a coin of their own ; one Hamburg fchilling is equal to two Da- 
nish, or a peny ENGLISH. There are 4 fchilling pieces, or ; mark, and 
8 fchillings or I mark. A ducat, which paffes for 2 and I dollars in 
BRANDENBURG and SAXONY, is worth here 2 7 dollars of Hamburg. 
Here is a difieience of hank and current money, as in Amsterdam j 
a ducat which paflcs for 7 marks current, is worth but 6 bank money j 
3 i fchillings are equal to 2 gude grofchcn } and all forts of money are taken 
here, valued according to foreign cxxhangc. 

The moudi of the el be, at the north-fea. Is about thirteen german 
miles dillancc j the navigation is difficult, yet, except fome of the largefl 
vefTcls, they can unload at the town, the tide coming up about four ger- 
man miles above Hamburg. Its ebb leaves moft of the canals of the 
city dry j but there is a good bed of mud for the fliips. 

I have already obfcrv’cd, that the rrunu failures of this place, except that 
of baking fugar, and printing calicoes, .are very inconfiderablc,,, though 
the art of dying is well known here. They export quantities of silesia • 
Unnens from hence under the name of Hamburg. A great part of 
'this branch of commifiion-burinefs is indeed fallen into the hands of the 
merchants of alxona, the hamburgers having injudicioufly charged 
a fmail duty on them, which they have fincc taken off, and made it a 
free poii^for the tranlit of all goods i hut they cannot recover this 
bufihefv in the fame manner as before. There are other branches, of 
which the hamburgers have. been obliged to yield a part to other na- 
tion' 
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tions. The trade of lubec, which- was funk very low, has mended of 
late years. Stetin, which was hardly known as a trading town, now 
begins to make fome figure in commerce; and we find the king of 
^PRUSSIA endeavouring to eftablilh embden as a place of trade. 'Copen- 
hagen, of late years, is improved ; and a vaft trade is eftablillied in St. 
PETERSBURG, which did not exift till this century; but, above all, 
FRANCE, fince the queen’s war, has made large ftrides in the advance- 
ment of her commercial intereft. Thefe concurring reafons rauJd n'ecef- 
firtly diminiili the trade of Hamburg. 

As mankind increafe in numbers, at leaft in Europe, together with 
arts, luxurious indulgences, and the refinements of life ; it is natural to 
prefume that commerce, in general, encre-afes alfo ; though it is fubje<5t 
to change hands. But nothing, 1 think, is more demonftrable than this, 
that the ftate which has moft: naval power, fuppo/ing the people have a ge- 
nius for commerce, and are fituated advantageoufly for it, mufi: have the 
greatell: portion. Will it be furpriziug if, in a few ages, war Ihould be- 
come entirely, as it already is in a great mcafure, fubfervient to the ends 
of trade ? Upon this principle it is rather an argument of the virtue 
<ind equity of mankind, that fo inconfiderable a ftate as Hamburg 
ihould have -yet fo great a trade, than that it is in fome degree diini- 
mflicd.. 

As nations grow enlightened, they will forfake their indolence, and 
go to market, where the commodity is clieapeft ; palling by thofe who 
-are enriched by their former indufiry and fagacity, in colleifiing the 
different produdiions of the earth; coiifequently thefe, leller ftates, 
whofc confumption within theinfelves is fniall, will decline in comracr- 
ci-ai power. 

It has been generally imagined, that luxury is « great caufe of the in- 
creafe of commerce : that it has enlarged the feene, and occafioned ari 
increafe of feveral of the produ<5lions of the eai;|;h, is beyond difpute.; Heiice 
the ufe of tobacco, fugar, tea, fpices, and other commodities, ‘which are 
of very little real benefit to mankind, and yet are become great articles 

of 
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commerce ail over the world. But thele have been attended alfo with 
improvements of effential fervice, particularly that of manufactures, 
which being now fpread over tlie whole earth; the (kins ofbeafts, which 
v/ere formerly the great article of cloathing, are not worn, except 
in very cold countries, or as a rich and coftly drefs. Thefe have been 
exchanged for the manufactures of wool, and other materials, much be- 
yond what the animals furniflied in the iimple manner of life of our fore- 
fathers : fome of thefe indeed had hardly any cloaths at all. But to come 
down to the prefent time, France has now near thirty times the quan- 
tity of wollen cloth, to what Ihe manufactured in the beginning of this cen- 
tury And ENGLAND already fo far advanced, has made V'aft improve- 
ments. In the kft century calculators valued our wool at two millions, 
now they reckon near four millions The fame wool manufactured is 
now computed worth twelve millions ; whereas it then amounted to eio^ht 
millions only. 

But as things neccllary, and in their nature good, are become common, 
and fupplied in a great profufion ; that which was magnificence, is no 
longer lb : numerous improvements however being added, it takes that 
name again. When thefe improvements are carried to an excefs be- 
yond what our fortunes, and duties of life will bear, it becomes luxury; 
and luxury is in ks nature ruinous. We fee even the lower clafles of 
mankind liave acquired a tafte of many things not only lx*yond tlie lim- 
plicity of life which nature dictates, but alfo beyond what their ciicum- 
llances will bear. Thefe new pallions craving tlieir object; an equal pace 
mud l>e kept by induftry, and the productions of the earth. All exx'efles 
require great labour to fupport tliem. The people of a country, who live 
very high, to ufe a vulgar exprefTion, arc apt to llglift their candle at both 
ends ; that is to fay, they are apt to confume too uruch, and work too 
little. Hence they are -tilb more fubjeCt to misfortunes, bccaujfe tliat will ap- 
'“'pear as a misfortune under fuch circumftanccs, which othervvife would not 
he regarded. There is a medium; if we pafs beyond it, we prepare the 

‘ See page 55. bat this remark alludes to l a uen edoc only. k ^ar 70,000 packs at 6 1 .- 
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way for ruin. Luxury and corruption have ever been the deflrudion of 
Rates ; and notliing can be more plain than this, that there would be 
little or no corruption, if there was no luxury. 

Tore-turn to the hamburgers : what has dipt tlieir wings, though 
not in fo great a degree as generally imagined, is the neigbourhood of Al- 
ton a, v/hicli fignifies, much too near, as inded it is for their intereft j 
having the advantage of fituation the fame as Hamburg j but it haS no 
fortification, nor is the Danish fovereignty fo great a fecurity of its com- 
merce, as the independency of a hanse town is to Hamburg. Altona 
has been long confidered by the hamburgers as an objed of great 
jealoufy ; but there is not, 1 apprehend, fo much caufe to fear, as is fug- 
gelled by many. 

Altona is a large place, but does not partake in the Icall of the pride 
of HAMBURG, With regard to its buildings; nor can it afford to pay any 
thing of confequence towards the revenues of Denmark. It is an afy- 
lum for thofe who fly from the adjacent countries for debt, or worfe 
crimes : the hamburgers, w'hofe fortunes reduce them to this extre- 
mity, take refuge there alfo. Except two or three houfes of bufinefs, 
there is very little appearance of riches or plenty in altona. In oppofi- 
tion to HAMBURG it encesurages all religions, fo that there is a medley of 
the' poorer clafies of mankind, particularly of polish jews. In the war 
w’itli SWEDEN in 1713, the town was burnt to the ground, and now ap- 
pears as new. The hamburgers not daring to rilTc their owm fecurity, by 
opening their gates in the night, when a Swedish army was lb near, and 
when a flckncl's prevailed amongil the inhabitants of altona-, many of 
the latter periilied as monuments of Swedish cruelty, 

; Tlie continual Ioffes fuffered by the algerine rovers, who thought it 
-/liheir intereft to decline all accommodation, have bdfen a great obftritiftioa, 
the trade of Hamburg ; and the more as they can hardly, with suiy . 
aflurance, alk the afliftance of any fovereign pri»ce, and particularly 
ritim^ power, who is a competitor in point of coraiherce. ?thh 

laft war they had fevcral llnps on thq vveflern ocean, and the 

' rante-ah.'s,;- 



Chap, XLIII. AN ACCOUNT OF THE, &c. 283 

RANEAN i but boftilities at fea were no fooncr ended, than they were 
obliged to alter their meafurcs ^ 

The 29th of September I took my leave of Mr. j. bosanq^uet, Mr. 
11 ANBURY, Mr. THORNTON the deputy governor of the British com- 
pany, and the other gentlemen, to whom I am much indebted for their 
great civility. 

CHAP. XLIJI. 

author departs from Hamburg. A Jlyort account of the trade ^ inha- 
bitants^ and dome church 0/' Bremen. He continues his journey through 
WESTPHALIA. 

I H E 30th of September I departed from Hamburg, The ordi- 
JL nary rout to Amsterdam is direftly to osnabruck ; but my cu- 
riolity carried me to to Bremen, not without fome intention of going 
to EMDEN, it the weather had proved favourable. My rout then was to 
BLANKENESS, two diort Gi^RMAN milcs from HAMBURG. The road be- 
ing on the lofty banks of the el be, gives a mofl delightful and extenfive 
view, as well of part of the Hanoverian dominions on the wed, as of the 
DANISH territories in holstihn on the catl: of that river. There is no re- 
gular dage for pod horfes to blankeness ; the ferry alfo is very fmaUfor 
a wheel carriage, and if a proper feafbn is not taken with regard to wind 
and tide, it may be dangerous. The rudicity of the Danish boors is apt 
to create vexation : it is their cudoni to Ipend fbme time on the fhore at 
a certain game, to determine whofe fortune it /hall be to attend the padengcr. 
The breadth of the river in this place is about an English mile, and near 
the fame didance, up a creek to crantz, a mean village in the hano- 
y BRIAN dominions, where there is no regular pod; yet the peasants 

V > The ALGERINES finding the Spaniards meant to make war with them in good etitncil, 

lately into a treaty with the hamburgers, not of fricr.cftnp of commerce alfe# 

thCrSPANiARP9 highly reienad, and put the wamburoErs under neceflity of aniuilUng that 
itfcaty, or of being excluded firoxn their trade with spa i Being reduced to this alternative Xhey have 

N n 2 
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are obliged to fifrd hor&s for paflengers at ftated rates. Grant z, though 
fo mean a place, is extended above two English miles, built on the top - 
of a high bank, intended to refill the overflowing of the elbe, which 
fbmetimes happens. A fiiiall branch of tliis river runs to buxtehude, 
the next flage, which is about a german mile and a lialf: tlie country 
abounds in meadow and corn lands. 

Odlober the ifl, I parfued my iourney to closter-seven, four long. 
GERMAN miles, rile road but indifterent ; the profpedl is moilly of woods 
and heath j the country is but thinly inhabited, and has not much corn 
land or cattle. From thence to ottersberg is three german milcs i 
here I found two companies of hanoveri an Ibldiers quartered. The foil 
hereabouts is infertile, bchig ebiedy morafs. From thence to Bremen is 
three german miles, through atandy country. The land towards brf.men 
is more improved, but without any great face of fertility. Wc paifed two 
turnpikes, and within an snglisii mile of Bremen I obferved three flones 
which are creeled on the fide of the road, with the arms of the British 
crown, denoting the confines of the hanoveri an dominion. 

BREMENjs’fituated on a plain on both fidc.s of the river weser, over 
which it has a bridge. The dutchy in which it flands formerly belonged 
to the SWEDES, but being conquered by the danes, was by them fold to 
the elc<^lor of hanover in 1716; yet there is only a fmall quarter of the 
town, in which llands the dome church, fubjedl to that eledlorate. The 
reft, v/ith its territories, is free under its own laws and magiftrates, who 
are compofed of four burgo-rnafters and tv/enty four fenators, chofen out 
of the citizens who profefs Calvinism: this is the eftablifhed religion, 
and they have five churches for the citizens of that perfwafion. 

'riic number of inhabitants are computed at 30,000, who appear to 
live in comfortable circum fiances. The greateft part of the ftreets are 
narrow; the Ihops are well ftoeked with merchandize, and they haye*: 
ih^ay houfes of good appearance. They have a town houfe, an ex- 
change, and waterworks, by which the city i?fuppUed fix)m : 

would imagine that the people are extremely pious, sqxi 
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RiA being in large characters over their 4oors and windows, within doors 
and without. 

In the market-place they Ihew the figure of a man in armour, whoi 
as the people pretend, faved the city when it was in the utmoft danger 
from the swedes. They call it a Rowland, or royland, from the 
name of a general who died in italy in the fervice of the emperor, by 
whom this was made a free city. This general was of a remarkable fta- 
turc j and the figure ferves to keep up a fenfe of freedom, though under 
the burlfcfquc form of a giant of about fourteen feet high. 

But nothing is fb remarkable in this place, as the great dome, where ' 
their worfhip is performed after the Lutheran manner: the people of 
tills perfw.Uion bearing a great proportion to thofe of the eftablifhed re- 
formed church. It is an antient building in the gothic manner, reputed 
to be about 600 years old. There is a vault under it, in which are the 
Iwdies of feverai perfons, faid to be depofited there above one hundred 
and fifty years ago, and firft difeovered about forty »years fince to be entire^ 
as they yet remain. Thefe bodies lye in the vault as one common grave; 
the linnen in which they are drefi: is light as finder ; their {kins look black 
and parched, but their features dirtinguifliablc ; they are extremely light, 
but the cohefion of the parts entire. The vault to appearance has nothing 
extraordinary, except that the air feems to be tempemte, and the walls 
perfectly dry. It is about fix feet below tlie furface of the earth, and 
vaulted eight or nine feet high. A dead cat, which has been accidentally 
thrown in through the window, has had the fame fortune as the human 
bodies. They will not fuffer the vault to be cleanied, from an idle opinion 
that it may lofc' its virtue. Several have offered confidci able fums to have 
their bodies depofited there, which the priefts objcCl to, alledging the 
fentcnce of God, that man fliall return to duft; though it is more pro- 
bable the magiftrates do not chule to indulge this idle vanity, as the lu- - 
"theran is not the eftabliflied church. 

Bremen, Handing. on the weser but twelve german miles from 
the fea,. would be as advantagcoully fituated for trade as Hamburg, , 

but 
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but that fliips- of burthen cannot come within ,t\vo miles of the town, 
as there is often not above four feet water. This deficiency is fup- 
plied by boats, and does not hinder their building large fly boats at the 
town. Not withftanding the' neighbourhood of hambukg, the trade here 
is conlldcrable : they import a gi'eat quantity of fugar from France; 
of the ENGLISH they take tobacco, and other west india commodi- 
ties, and alfo fome of their manufaClures. This city trades with hAno- 
VER, SAXONY, EOHE.viiA, &c. fiom whom they receive corn, linnen, 
tiniher and minerals. They liavc frclh fifli in plenty in foine feafons, and 
.are fiid to dicfs leather tvell. 

Exceeding lieavy rains having fallen, and the feafon becoming cold, I. 
determined to make the bell of my way to Amsterdam. From bremc x 
is a long caufeway, the country being marthy, and foon covered will) 
water. About a mile from the town we re-entered the hanoveri<'n 
dominions ; the foil near the road is modly Tandy or heath to wir. de- 
sk usen, which is three very long ger.man miles: this is a principal 
town, and the lefidence of the great bailiff of the diftridb, of which there 
arc about twenty five in the iianovi- ri an dominions. Mr, iieineuer the 
bailiif’s ibh, who is a young man of great virtue, accomplifliments, and 
excellent parts did me the favour of a vifit, and invited me to his fli- 
ther’s houfc, which gave me an occalion of paying my rclpe(5ls to the 
bailiff. 

The 2d I travelled on to kloppenberg, three long german miles, the 
road very fandy. This is a mean town in the dominion of the bifliop of 
MUNSTER, eledtor of coeogn ; but the country round it is pleafant, be- 
ing compofed of arable and meadow lands, boi’dered by groves and 
plantations. 

The 3d I went on to loenningen ; the diftance is nominally two ger- 
man miles, but here they feem to be double, and the peafants are paid- 
near twice the common price, with this inconvenience, that inflead of 
ope poftilion I was obliged to take two pealants for four horfes. It has 

* Now |>rec«ptor for the c e rm a » language and biAory to the young princea. ■ 

fome- 
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fometimes been the fortune of travellers in this country, to have as qaany 
men to attend them, as horfes to draw their vehicle, 

Loenuingen is a mean dirty place, but the country near it pleafant 
and fertile. The government of thefe ecclefiaftical princes does not feein 
to eftablifli charity or politenefsj at lead I found the people infolent anti 
given to extortion. 

From drence to hasselijne is accounted two german miles j the 
country is vejy fandy. This is a more agreeable totvn, and has a fmall gar- 
rifon of troops belonging to the eleiior of cocoon. Poverty IcQmed to^ 
prevail here j but fu perdition dill more, in confequence of that eccledr 
adical power which had created crucifixes almod on every hillock. 

The next town is lingkn, at the didance of two long german: 
miles i the road to it is fandy, but the adjacent country pleafant. Tiiis 
place, which is in the circle of westpji alia, is fubje^ to the king of 
PRUSSIA: it dands on the river ems, and has a fortification of fome 
fmall confideration. TIic cleannefs, bi'eadtb, and good pavement of its 
drccts, and regular built houfes, give one the more driking idea, of that 
p;oad order for which the Prussians are fo much didinguiflied. This 
town iiidccd formerly belonged to king wicliam III. and devolved to 
the houfe of brandenrurg on his death. It partakes much of dutch 
ceconomy : here the exorbitant price of near a ducat a german mile fo-r* 
horfes was fird charged to me. 


C H A P. XLIV. 

O^Jh'vations at almello, daventer, &c. ReficSI-iofn on the produce 
of tobacco. AJIeort account of amerseort and naarden.. 

T he 4th of October I advanced two long german miles, towards 
the dominions of th» united provinces, and arrived at nor- 
thorn, where 1 obfeiwed the women appear to be almod blinded with the 
fmoak arifing fx-om the turf. Which they have here in great abundance ; 

Mod 
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Mod of the cotintry over which I travelled from loenningen produces 
nothing elfe. 

It was now the (eafonin which tlie states order the rates of poft hor- 
fes to be incrcafed about one third part more than it is from April to Sep- 
tember: I was obliged to pay i8 gilders to almello, which is com- 
puted four GERMAN miles ; butj in conlideration of the roads, they gave 
me hx horfes. The little towns 1 now palTcd through began to ex- 
hibit that clcanlincfs for which the Hollanders are fo much diflin- 
guifiied. The marriages of this country are performed with a humorous 
(blcmnity : I obferved pillars and fedoons of verdure, adorned with gar- 
lands and flowers, which are prepared for the decoration of a nuptial 
fcad at the houfes of the parties- 

The heaths referved for the production of turf on this fide of the 
country, are much larger than is generally imagined, confideriug the 
fmall extent of the dominion of the un i ted provinces ; hut ex- 
cept thefe the hand of induftry appears in a very remarkable degree^ the 
inclofure of meadows, corn land and kitchen-gardens, plantation of treCvS 
and banks, wliich are thrown up for roads, at the fame time that they 
demonflrate the labour of the peafant, afford an agreeable profpeCt. Mod 
of their cows are red, and thefe are the chief riches of this part of the 
country, by the great quantity of butter and cheefe which tliey produce, 
and in this fcafon they feed them on an herb they call spersen, which 
grots s fix or eight inches high. 

Almello is a neat town in the province of overyssel, where 
there is a maruifaclory of fine Holland : the greated part of what yve com- 
raonly call by this name is made in sjlesia, and only bleached in the 
UNITED PROVINCES. Thc preference which I thought due to the ma- 
nuiactuiTs of my own country, prevented my ‘making any.purchafe in 
almlllo. The improvements we have made both in Scotland and 
IRELAND, are fuch as will, I hope, in a, fmall number of years, gra- 
tify the mod luxurious, as well as afford a quantity for a condderablc ex- 
portatbn to foreign markets. 

' Tlie 
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Th? 5th I lje£|>pt .fpr daventer j the road for the moft part is tbrou^i 
marfhes and heath, with a ridge of hills to the north. Haslen ap- 
pears to thefouth weft about two English miles from the common road 5 
ibme m%ke it their way, though it is half a league about. They gene- 
rally reckon here by the hours, as in a si a, and compute two hours to 
a GERMAN mile; this computation is hardly too much when the roads 
are bad. From nor thorn to daventer tliey compute four german 
miles. 

Daventer is a large city in tlie province of overyssel, formerly a 
hanfe town, but now fubjcdl to the ftates. It ftands on the river yssel, 
which bears veflcls of burthen. There is a large bridge of wood over it, 
for the paflage of which they pay a heavy toll. This river runs into the 
zuYDER lea. The town is w'cll fortified, and has a ftrong garrifon; 
the ftreets and houl'es are very neat, and the ftiops well fuppUed with ma- 
nufactures and other ncceflaries. It has a pretty large inland trade, but no 
manufadures. 

From hence is a regular poft, four german miles to voorthusen i 
the foil of the country is various } near the midway is loo, a famous 
feat of the prince of orange. Voorthusen is a village of very little 
note j nor has the countiy an agreeable afpeCt. The 6th, I proceed- 
ed to amersfort, two GERMAN milcs, tlic fii’ft of vvlueh is through 
a fandy country, and one fees but little cultivated land, or appearance of 
rich inhabitants! but towards oovelach the country appears worthy 
the reputation it has in the world. There are large plantations of tobacco } 
for the produdion of which the land is thrown up into ridges of about 
two feet high. The confumption of this article in the united pro- 
vinces is very confiderable, and by lomc pretended to be necellary in lb 
moift a climate. It may be queftioned however whether the lives of 
the inhabitants are prolonged by it j or whether the fame labour and ex- 
pfence which is employed about it, Would not produce provifion for the 
fupport of life more cftedually, and for greater numbers of people : for 
it feems inconfiftent with reafon that fo many thoufaods, I might fay 

Vox. H. O o millions 
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millions of peojjle in the different quarters of the world, Hvould be em- 
ployed in cultivating this herb, whilft fuch multitudes are fufiering dittrefs 
for want of the common provifions of life. 

II 

Amersfort Is an antsent and conliderable town in the province of n- 
TRECHT, on the fmall river eems, which runs to the zuyder fea. 
There is a very large church, atrd an excellent fet ol chimes, for 
which the united provinces are very remarkable; thofe of this town 
play every hour on market days from ten till twelv^e in the morning. 
'I'his affords a cheap and agreeable amuiement to the common people, 
and fjme plcafurc to thole in higher life who delight in mulic. 1 was 
ilruck widi the neatnefs and cleannefs of the llreets and houfes ; but 
the manners of the people are not equally delicate : a ceitain rullicity 
prevails, which is fometimes fliewn in an apparent contempt ol ff ran- 
gers. This town is chiefly fupported by hufl:)andry, and has a conffder- 
able trarle in tobacco of its own growth. I oblerved many of the people 
wear wooden Ihoes, which are indeed bell calculated for their brick 
floors, and incellant waffling. 

From AMERSFORT I departed for naarden, which is about two ger- 
man miles dillant; the turnpikes arc very numerous, wlicre paffengers 
pay regularly, though there is no fence in many places. About two 
ENGLISH miles from amersfort is soesdyke, a palace belonging to the 
prince of orancie, which has a park faid to be near eight English 
miles in circumference. Being impatient to get early to Amsterdam, 1 
declined viliting utrecht, remarkable for that treaty which has blotted 
the annals of England, and aggrandized the houfe of bourbon, as ap- 
peared too plain in the late w'ar. Utrecht is faid to be one of the 
nioil agreeable places, and as worthy the attention of a traveller as any in 

the united PROVINCES. 

The road to naarden is plcafant, abounding in regular plantations bf 
frees ; and the country is well cultivated and inhabited. Naarden is a 
boundary of the province of Holland, at a Imall diftance from-the zvy- 
E E R fea : the fortification is conliderable, being partly compofed of a broad 

■ double 
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doutble mote filled from the fea, which has often made inroads upon if. 
In antient wars it was often facked, and in i486 reduced to afhes by 
fire. Here alfo the Spaniards maffacred the inhabitants upon the occa* 
fion of the revolt of the united provinces. In 1672 it was taken by 
the FRENCH, but loon retaken by the prince of grange. 

From NAARDEN to AMS'i'ERDAM IS reckoned two german miles j 
the whole country confills of pafturc lands and gardens, below the furfacc 
of the fea, if one may judge from the .appearances of the bodies of 
fhips on the water. The road on the banks of the canals is made with 
great coft, fo that mere are no lefs than feven tolls, at which I paid three 
guilders. The avenue to Amsterdam is a caufeway, on the fides of 
which, near the city, are final! villages and gardens belonging to the citizens, 
whicii ferve to beautify the face of this artificial country. The gates of 
AMSTERDAM arc’lhut at fix in the evening, but there is admittance till 
ten, for a toll of one ftiver each perfon. According to the ordinary 
computation I liad travelled only forty one german miles and a half 
iroin H AMBURG. By the way of osnabruck it is reckoned fifty two 
gi;rman miles, but the difference is rather in tlie computation of the 
miles than the real diflauce. 


CHAP. XLV. 

R'jMions on the commercial genius of iJx - dutch. A brief d(fcripf}cn 
of AMSTERDAM. Of the dykes in Holland. Of the taxes and re- 
venues of the united provinces compared -with thofe of great 

BRITAIN. 

T H E correfpondency which I had as a merchant, procured me 
acquaintances in Amsterdam, of the want of which, foreign- 
ers, vvlio arc not interefled in commerce, generally complain. Indeed^of 
all the great cities which I have yet feen, this feems to aftbrd the le.iil en- 
tertainment, to thole whole heads and hearts afe not intirelv tuined to 

^ 2 pecuniary 
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pecuniary acquifitions: here every moment feems to be filled up in the 
purfuit of trade, with aU its various and extended conneftions. The 
people have no time to complain of a bad climate, bad weather, or the 
want of health : they have hardly leifiire to perform the common duties, 
of hofpitality and benevolence. 

The obfervation I made of the inhabitants of Amsterdam, corref- 
ponds exadtly with what has been often remarked, that thofe diforders of 
the inind;v particularly that of being llidom contented for any length ol* 
time, which leem to be the more peculiar affliction, of my own country, 
where the people are more refined in manners and. fentiments, are hard- 
ly known in this city, verifying the maxim, that the turn of men’s minds 
confiitutes their felicity, much more than their fortunes or external cir- 
cumfiances. 

In allufion to this Sir william temple obferves, “ This is 

a dileafc too refined for this country and people i who are well, when 
they arc not ill, and plealed when they are not troubled; are content 
“ bccaufe they think little of itj and leek their happinefs in the com- 
nion cafe and commodities of life, or tlie incrcale of riches ; not amu- 
“ fing themfelves with the more fpeculative contrivance of pafflon, or 
“ refinements of pleafuie.” 

The principal houfes of bufinels in' this great metropolis of the Ne- 
therlands, among fevcral others, are thofe of meffieurs hopes, mef- 
fieurs CLIFFORDS, and meffleurs muilmans, with whom I had parti- 
cular connedtions, and from whom I received great marks of holpitality and 
politnefs. Mr. thomas hope did me the favour of a vi/it immediate- 
ly on my arrival. This gentleman is no lefs dillinguilhed for the great 
Ikill and indaftry, and eactenfive bufinefs by which he has acquired a large' 
fortune, than for his ingenuoulhels and abilities, \vhich fet him at the 
head of the west India company, as the deputy of the prince of' 
ORANGE. Meffleurs Cliffords, who are related to the noble family 
of that name in England, have, by an extenfive correfpondency through 
ft long feries of years, acquired a very confiderablc fortune ; and for their 
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probity and politetiefs are much refpclled by all who have any connexion 
with them. Meffieurs moixmans arc well known in London, from the 
refidence of two (rf the brothers, who are very eminent merchants in that 
city, Their father and brothers in Amsterdam are allb diftinguiftied 
for their wealth, and for the fliare they have in the government of the 

ITNITED PROVINCES. 

, This wonderful city of Amsterdam, as well as many other towns of 
die NETHERLANDS, IS Certainly a work of art and labour, not inferior to 
the greateft monuments of human induftiy in paft ages. It is about 220 
ENGLISH miles from London : its proper name as derived from the river 
AMSTEL, is AMSTELDAM, i. c. the dam of the AMSTEL, which is the 
name generally given to it in authentic records. From its earlieft begin- 
ning they reckon about 400 years; and 270 from its being incloled with 
walls. It was not till the year 1570, that the dutch began to lay the 
foundation of tlieir prodigious riches and naval ftrength. About 20 years 
before tliib time they were pn)voked by the oppreflive meafures of Ro- 
mish bigotry, to lliake off the Spanish yoke, and adopt the doCfrine of 
CALVIN. The SPANIARDS exerted themfelves, upon this occafion, upon 
religious, as well as political principles ; but it w'as not in their' power to 
render that confederacy abortive, which at length united the feven pro- 
vinces, and, ibrming a powerful republic, gave a juft occafion to this 
motto; “ Concordia res parva; crefeunt.” . 

About the year 1600, the love of liberty and gain occafioned fuch a 
conflux of people, that the walls of the city were extended; iince that 
time they have had further enlargements, the whole now making about 
three leagues in circumference. Her greateft ftrength is in the difficulty 
of accefs both by fea and land ; yet have not the numerous ftioles, which 
render the entrance of the texel fo difficult, obftruded the progrefs of 
her comiiierce. One^ftriking proof of oeconomy is very obvious, even in 
the fortifications of this city ; for the baftions,, which are very numerous,, 
have each a windmill on tljcm. 
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The flreets arc, for the moflpart, extremely dean j but except thofe 
•which have canals, much too narrow for beauty or convenience. They 
are rendered the lefs difagreeable, as the hired coaches aie fet on Ikdges, 
tlrawn by one horfe, wliicli do not greatly incommode paflengers. - Mer- 
chajidize is allb drawn on fledges. Thele are not only the mofl: conve- 
nient vehicles for the inhabitants, and their trade, but alfo calculated to 
preferve their houfes, which being built on piles, might, in a length of 
time, be much damaged in their foundations by means of a great number 
of wheel- carriages. The coaches of gentlemen are however for the mofl 
part fet on whecls^j but they pay a confiderable tax for this liberty. The 
principiU ftreets, or rather quays of tlie canals are agreeable, particularly 
the KEYZARGRAFT and HEEREGRAFT, which are planted on each fide 
with trees ; but the canals fometimes throw up a very offenfivc flench. 
The people are not at a lofs bow to account for this inconveniency : forne- 
thing is owing to nature ; but it is apparent, that the difciplinc of the 
Rate is relaxed by the canals not being kept fo clean as the regulations re- 
quire : thefe canals, in fome parts, are of a confiderable breadth. 

The houfes in Amsterdam are rather neat than elegant, or commo- 
dious : the nature of the climate renders it necelfary to wafli them often ; 
but the greatefl: part of the people eariy their cleanlinefs in this way fo far, 
as hardly to afford themfelvcs time for the neceflary care of their perfons. 
The fame humour prevails amongfl: them, as with fome of middling for- 
tunes in ENGLAND} they fluit themfelves out of their own houfes, by 
keeping the mofl: ufeful and agreeable apartment for the entertainment of 
their friends on particular occafions, that is, for vanity. 

The entrance of their houfes is generally by flairs four or five feet 
from the ground, and the paflage into the rooms, which run very 
deep, is doored and panneled with marble, which has an air of grandeur 
in miniature. They have much neat, and Ibme rich furniture ; but ft 
does not feetrtTW lie the effed: of a luxurious and expenfive tafle, fb much 
as the obfcrvance of tui antient cuflom of neatoiefs and elegance. At the 

worft 
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worft it may plead its being lefi dangerous to a ftate, than the conftant 
expcnce of a table, equipage, or amufement j and thefe are not counte- 
nanced in AMSTERDAM ill any remarkable degree. 

This city is generally efteemed one third as populous as London and 
PARIS. They reckon within the walls, twenty- fix thoufand five hundred- 
houfes, and about two hundred and forty thoufand inhabitants ; the fub* 
urbs, though fmall, muft add to this number. 

The grand rendezvous of the merchants of this metropolis, as in other 
great trading cities, is the exchange, which was finifhed in 1613. The 
interior part is 250 feet long, and 140 broad 5 but much inferior in ar- 
ehitedurc and embelliflinicnt to that of London. It is fupported by forty- 
fix pillars, w'hich are marked with numbers j and the merchants take their 
Hands near particular pillars, to be found the more eaiily. The city of 
AMSTERDAM is guarded by a militia, as thefafeft and moft proper defence 
of their w'ealth and liberty j thele are all burghers, and confequently no 
objccls of jealoufy, nor do they caufe any conliderable expence. 

With regard to the feveral religions of the inhabitants j here is 
great freetiom, fb long as the prielis avoid difturbing the repofe of the 
iiate. The ellablilhcd faith is that of Calvin, for which there are 
eleven churches for the dutch, one for the English, two for the 
GERMANS, and two for the french. The roman catholics are faid to 
have near thirty places of tvorfhip, of wliich Ibme arc chapels, and o- 
thers, apartments in houfes fitted for that purpole. Befides thefe, there 
are Lutherans and anabaptists : the jews alfo are in no fmall 
number, and have their fynagogucs as in London. But of all thele diffe- 
rent religions, none but the calvinists are allowed the ufe of bells. 
The Hates very cautloufly preferve their fupremacy, by invalidating all 
marriages not made according to the rites of the cHabliihed church, unlef 
the parties HrH engage thenifclves in form before the civiljjisJigirtrate ; and 
when that is done, they may perform, the ceremonies of their refpediva 
religions- as they think proper. 

Nothiiig 
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Nothing adds more to the beauty of this city, as well as of the coun- 
try in general, than the plantations of trees for the public ufc and plea- 
fure } an inclination which feems to prevail very much, and is highly 
worthy of imitation. In engjland things of this fort are often done; 
but more for private gratification, than the general delight of the peo- 
ple ; fo that the lower clalfes are the more apt to crowd to gardens, 
where tliey pay their money, wafte their time, and fometimes debauch 
themfelves with excelles. We may obferve however, to the honour of 
GREAT BRITAIN, that within tlicl’e thirty years, great improvements have 
been made in many parts of the kingdom : works of this nature for the 
public recreation are certainly w'orthy of the beft citizens, the moft 
zealous patriots, and greateft princes. 

The DUTCH are diftinguiflied for the number and oeconomy of their 
ufeful charities, which feem to exceed thofe of ENGi ANr); not in extent; 

• for, in beneficence, the English have hardly any bounds, as if they 
meant in good carneft to “ cover a multitude of fins ; but in regard to 
difciplinc and wholefome feverity, wc have not fupported it fo well as 
the DUTCH, who make all their poor perform ibme ufeful labour. It 
does not indeed feem poffible to engage the lowed: fort of the people, of 
any nation, to work from a mere fenfe of duty. If they are left to their 
choice, or the materials of labour withheld from them, can it be cx- 
pedted they will work ? But if the make and conftituiion of man renders la- 
bour neceffary to his fupport; 1 prefume it foUbws, that he who can work, 
and WILL not, lliould riot have food given him. Charities founded on 
principles not confident with this rule, inftead of drawing down bleffings, 
produce calamities, a.s is often experienced. 

With regard to their dykes, the dutch have made vaft improvements 
fince the year wlien the worms made great havock in their piles : they 
now line many of their fliores with very large ftones, and have carried 

Foriofiance, St. ja-mes’s pork contributes greatly to the health and plearttreof the inhabitants of 

JbOVDOV. *• 
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tills wdrk on with gfeat fuccds. I obferved the dyke"* to the zufYDER- 
SEA is taifed about fixteen feet perpendicular, and goes off upon an eaiy 
declihc. The ftones arc regularly laid, and form an excellent defence a- 
gainft ftie water. They bring thefe ftones from Norway : the govern- 
ment pays feven guilders 'a ton for any quantity chat is brought; fo that 
when mafters have no better employment for their veflels, they make a 
voyage to Norway for this purpofe. The work intended to be com- 
plcated in this manner, is of fnch extent, as may yet require the labour 
of eight or ten years : it will, to all appearance, be not only a great faving, 
but alfo a fecurity to the ftatc. The dykes towards the north fea are 
faid to be more lofty, and not to be fupporteii but with piles at a great 
expence. 

Even a dreadful vulcano cannot render the lituation of the neighbouring 

O O 

inhabitants fo precarious, as that of the dutch from the nature of their coun- 
try. By great Ikill and induftry they have indeed given laws to the ocean ; 
but it has, upon fomc occafions, paft its bounds, and exhibited a lively 
picture of that deluge, in which the whole race of mankind w'as once 
involved, a fingle family excepted. In 1 530 a great part of Zealand was 
overflown : in 1 568 no lefs than feventy-two villages bn the coafts of Hol- 
land and FRiEZLAND were fwallow’ed up, and near twenty thoufand 
people periftied. Thofe who cfcaped on trees and riling grounds, after fuffer- 
ing much ‘with hunger, were relieved by the care of the magiftrates. The 
inundation of November 1665, drove in the fea with violence hardly to 
be conceived : it broke down the dyke of muydenberg, and laid the 
whole country round naarden, and many places in the province of 
UTREXHT under water. The dyke between Amsterdam and haer- 
L EM was alfo broke, and many others, too tedious to enumerate. Not- 
withftanding thefe great mifehiefs, the ftorms no fooncr ceafed, than the 
induftry of the inhabitants repaired, in a great meafurc, the havock created 
by them. 

** As this word In English fignilijs a very different thing from the fenfe in which It is ufed here, it 
may cafily deceive thofe who have not feen the dykes in hollahd i the dutch call it diik, which 
pro,j:^rly fjgnifies a bank. « Tlurtcen fliilUngs. 
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The accidents which are common to a flat country in being overflowed 
with water at certain fcafons of the year, do not feem to be much regarti- 
ed here, as proviflon is made againft them by howfing their cattle. Tliele 
alfo render their meadow- lands the more fertile; and when the waters are 
frozen, which generally happens in the winter fcafon, it furniflies them 
the amuiement of fleeiting. What contributes alfo to the fafety of this 
country is, that they can lay it under water when they pleafe ; yet does 
not this prevent the terrors of tlie people in regard to french armies, 
miich leis render it healthy or agreeable. 

The province of Holland is fiid to pay half the tax of the whole 
feven, and Amsterdam half'* of the province of Holland; from 
whence one mufl: conclude, that there are immenfe riches in Amster- 
dam, or no great wealth in the feven provinces. The revenues of Am- 
sterdam are reported to be a million fterling ; and confequently the 
M'hole mufl: be four millions ; wliich, I .apprehend, greatly exceeds the rea- 
lity, or it is meant only in time of war. Sir william temple efli- 
mates their ordinary revenues in his time at twenty-one millions of 
guilders*'; but he fays the revenues of the province of Holland, includ- 
ing AMSTERDAM, Were reported to be one million fi.v hundred thou- 
fand pounds, which brings the whole to three millions two hundred 
tl\oufand pounds ; moft calculators have made it three millions ; but as 
things are circumftanced at prelent, we mufl not, 1 tliinic, compute it 
above two millions of English money. 

In 1665 they raifed 40 millions of guilders and of thele, the province 
of HOLLAND only, paid twenty-two millions; which is nearly correlpondent 
with the account they now give of the proportion this province bears to 
all the others, as already mentioned. 

It may be wortli the enquiry of the curious, how vaflly the taxes in 
the UNITED PROVINCES cxcccd thofe of great BRITAIN, in proportion 
to the number of inhabitants. Tlicy generall]^ calculate two millions ^ of 

^ Some call it thTcc-eigluhs ; but I believe half isneareft ike truth. * 1,940,000! ^ 3^820,000 1 * 

* The DUTCH fay there are not above 80,000 inhabUants iaaii xealakd and a million in hol'^ 
A K D ; that the other five Pi^ovir^cas have 9 40,000^ ^ 

.people 
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people in the united provinces j and two millions at the loWefl: com- 
putation are annually paid in taxes: now as we compute eight millions 
of people, if we were to pay in proportion, our taxes fliould be eight mil- 
lions} .but I believe they are not fix. The united provinces are 
reckoned to contain only 7500 fquare miles j whereas England has 
49,450 fquare miles } confequently thcfe provinces are fix times as po- 
pulous as ENGLAND. IJov/ induftfy flourifiies among them is apparent, 
even if they pay but two millions ; fince confidering the goodnefs, and ex- 
tent of our country, and the barrennefs of theirs, we may fuppofe our- 
felves capable of paying fix times as much in taxes as theyj whereas we 
pay but three tinres, as above-mentioned. The truth is,. they acquire riches 
by the fea in a double capacity, that is, by commerce and fishery j and wc 
may conclude, from this general view, of what great confequence their filli- 
ing is to them, of which I fiiall make further mention in its place. 


C II A P. XLVI. 

vt/;/ accciint of the trade of the united provinces. A fort defeription 
of the Jladt-hoiife. Ohfervathns on the bank of Amsterdam, compared 

It'ith that of LONDON. 

I T'ROM the confideration of the revenues of thefe provinces, the moft 
fiimijiar tranfition is to their trade } and here vv^e find numerous 
caufes coinciding to raife the commerce of this countiy to fo prodigious a 
height. The original of tliis is fo familiar to moil: perlons, as to need 
very little animadverfion. Sir william temple mentions the fub- 
jcit in thefe terms: “ Holland has not grown rich by any native com- 
“ moditics, but by force of induftry, by improvement and manufavlure of 
“ all foreign growths, by being the general magazine of europe, and 
“ furnifliing all parts with whatever the market wants, oi* invites, and by 
their feamen being, as they have properly been called, the common car- 
« riers of the world.” 

y -9* 

The trade of this city was raifed chiefly on the ruins of Antwerp, once 
the miftrefs of the commercial world, till the fiery zeal of priefls, and the in- 

P p 2 folence 



^oo OF THE TRADE OF 

folence of military authority, trampled equally upon the^ jaws of juftk^ 
and humanity ; and» laftly, upon commerce, the fupport of nations. 
wards the clofc of the 1 6 th century, the portuguezte al|b, from being 
the greateft traders to the east, their commerce began to decline jr which 
gave the more room to this new colony of merchants, who had many of 
the requilitcs to carry trade to its higheil; pitch, though their country does 
not produce one tingle material for building /liips. 

The fame reafons whicli I have alh^ned for the declhie of the trade of 
HAMBURG, may aHb be given for the prefent diminution of the commerce 
of the UNITED PROVINCES j foi* in proportion to the flow in fome coun- 
tries, it is likely to* ebb in others. But to thefe reafons we may alfo add,, 
that the increafe of riches in the united provinces has contributed 
to a corruption of manners among the people, and llackened the reins of 
that difcipVmc by which they acquired their wealtli. According to Sir 
WILLIAM TEMPLE, the DVTCH had but little foreign trade, except that 
to the INDIES, till 1670 ; and, in few years after this time, the fame au- 
thor obferves, that tliey begun to indulge in an expenflec way of lifcj 
which made their rulers thinkj that iumptuai)' laws neceflary. 

But to conflder things as they yet (kuk; ^ Aft.STERDAM is a pro- 
• digious magazine of timber, corn, wiiiC, iud many otlier commodities 
of foreign EUROPEAN produdion. The inViabitants excel in dying, fugar- 
baking, bleaching of linnen and v/ax, manuiadming of paper and fail- 
clodi, with no inconfidcrablc quantity of fllk and wool. Their w'hale- 
fTfliery generally produces great riches, and their east- India trade is of 
the liighefl: importance to them both in Europe and asia : the article 
of fpices only is u mine <;f gold, which tliey have pireferved- with more- 
care and afllduity, than if it had been really fuch. Here are alfo great 
rcpolitorles of gold and fllver, precious ftones and choice drugs, from 
different parrs of.the w'orld. , 

In regard to the balance of trade between great Britain and the 
UNITED PROVINCES, the linnciis, flax, fail-tloth, tiles, junipier-berries, 
&c. which this nation takes of the dutch, much exceed 'in yalvie 

the 
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the lead,, tiff, 4 oba<x» smd wals, whicfc they take of the BRiTiisH jfiib^ 

...■■: . . . i.'? . ' . . 

1 muft not forget that their herring fifliery is a fource of riches,' it 
employs fo great a number of hands Perfons of every age and deno- 
mination delight in this fort of food : there is hardly a family in the 
UNITED PROVINCES but confumcs a barrel. The quantities which they 
fend to foreign markets and convert into money, is alfo an object of 
feme confequence : in whatever light we conlidcr this lifltery, it is 
of the greateft value to them. One would imagine tltat the happy 
lituation of the British fubjedls rendered this trade unnecellary j at 
lead: J do not find that they ever did enjoy it in any confiderable de- 
gree. King JAMES I. had this bufinefs under conlideration, as appears 
by the embaflador carlton’s letter, dated February 1618, from the 
HAGUE, which gives us an idea how things were circumftanced at that 
time. As the British nation is now making frefh endeavours to eftablifli 
this firtiery, I will venture toinfert the following fhort extra<a of the letter 
above-mentioned, viz, 

“ I find Itkewife in the manner of proceeding, that treating by way of 
propofition here, nothing can be expedled but their w'onted dilatory and 
** evafivc anfwers ; their manner being to refer fuch propofitions from 

tlic STATES GENERAL tO the STATES OF HOLLAND. The STATES 
“OF HOLLAND take advice of a certain council refiding at delft, 
** which they call the council of fishery. From them fucli an an- 
Aver commonly comes, as may be expected from fuch an oracle. The 
" way therefore (under correction) to effe<5l your majefly'’s intent, is to 
begin with tlie fifhers themfeives, by publilhing againil the time of their 
** going out, your I'efolution at what diftance you will permit tliem to 
fidi, whereby they will have rec-ourfc to their council of fishery ; 
** that council to the ssi ates of Holland, and tliofe of Holland to 

^ in 1601 tHey- Had ijcto: bufles, of twenty five to tivirty tun?, with a great number of fin.'s'i vef- 
fcU. In i$i 3 it was reprefented: te^king jambs, that the dutch employed 5000 fl.ics iu.d Lo.'it;, 
and i s,oc« men in this fiihciy% Thtir barrels ufually weigh three hundred weight, tixch 

{iboat 1,000 bernngs. It is alfo worth obrervirig, the KkiiNt Jti, of late year?, iiavc m.uIC' a prerii 
pottft progreft in the herring- f.lhcry ^ar ihc knglisu coait. 
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<‘^he STATES GSENERAti who tftfeO, ift pivice of bdpg fought untdi 
“ will, for contentment of their fubje£ts, feek unto your majefty/' 

In the Hme of king Charles II. wc alfo fiiicl great Tcfentmcnts of the 
eondu(5t of the dutch tmvards the English nation s the latter com^ 
plaining at die fame time of their own indolence with r^ard to the her- 
ring fithery. The learned selden maintained the argument of our exclu- 
five right to fid:. In a treatile intitled, mare clausum j whilft oRO- 
Tius, in behalf of the dutch, pleads for a mare liberum: which of 
the two is right, is not my bufinefs at prefent to enquire. 

It was long imagined that the British nation declined all attempts 
on this firtiery from a particular dedre of lliewing the higheft regard to 
her good friends and allies the dutch } but whatever their virtues are, 
or ouR Angular obligations to them, they muft be fenfible either of our 
folly in fubmitting, our incapacity of hindering, or our jufliicc in acqui- 
efeing. The Hollanders depend fomuch on fifh for their fupport, that 
it would feem a fydem of politics grating to humanity, to ufe the means 
w'hich providence has put in our hands, to prevent their drawing fuch 
fupplies from the fea ; but we are alfo led by no lefs a motive than felf- 
prefervation, and the duty we owe to our own ptwr, to provide for tlic 
means of their fupport. 

It is doubted by fome, whether die eredllon of workhoufes, without 
finding new work for the poor, will fully anfwer the purpofes of the 
nation j but nothing can be more evident than that the fifhery, fuppo- 
dhg it fucceeds, will produce an increafe in our Clipping, an additional 
manufaftory in nets, and in general an employment entirely new, and of 
fiuli an extent, as may in time take in a great number of the poor of 
gri:at BRITAIN, men. Women and children, old and young ; for they 
can all perform fome part or other. It ought to be prefumed that the 
gentlemen who have undertaken the care of tllis fifhery, will endeavour 
to fuiprizc the nation with the fuccels, anfwer the good intention of the 
legiflataire, and convince the world that conft:fticy and perfevera^icc can 
do any thing except miracles. We, fhould likewife confider, that this 

fifiiery. 
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fiflMjry, which is properly British, otidnT to be employed to the ad- 
vantage of GREAT BRITAIN, if it is pradicaWe, as I prefume it is. It 
is at kaft well deferving the attepUpn (hewn it, and the event can be known 
only by time. There feehis tp be no contradldlion in the nature of the 
why it ihould not, dp j apd, if we determine under providence that 
it ihall fucceed, more than iialf 'the event is fecured, 

\To retnrft to, what more immediatej^y concerns the nu t ch j pafling 
over the y ® tp S.ar.p^m ’’, I had an opportunity ofobferving whatvaft' 
labour they execute by means of windmills. Here they fnv ilraber 
at a vei7 eafy rate*, which occafions their building (luips cheaper tii.ui 
.in other parts. They grind woods, and other materials for dyeing, make 
gunpowder, and paper, of which here are the bed: inanufA' 5 tori. s of any 
in Hc>cLi'..ND. Ttoefe mills are employed in many other ufes. This work 
is f>erformcd by very few hands, and the women are embloyed as well 
as the men j which gives one a ilrong idea of that induftry and oecononiy 
horn wlience the riches of die u n it e n provinces arife. There are o- 
ther icenes where the people are not lefs aclive. Many of thefe winci- 
mills cod confiderable fums of nionev, the foundation of them bcinp- 
made in a very expenlivc mjinncr, as the ground is little better than a 
mardi. 

Of all the public buildings in Amsterdam, cither for ufe or cnia- 
ment, the town houfe- is the mod didinguUhed : the foundations of it 
were laid in 1A48, and in feven years^ building was lb far advanced, 
that the naagidrafces tppk:^ in it. TJie la tin infeription on a 

black niarhhs |iededal, the of which conditutes part of the 

fubjeid: of a tclievo,. is to thk pup^ 

UNiTED PRoyiNpifs of LOW COUNTRIES, after having 
** .bravely fea and land in every region of tlic 

‘‘ earth, the thme mod powerful kings of spain, 

* Called Filfo this T and by fbmk* the ya, abovit five mJ!es over. , ^ The proper of this 

place h s ANO A>«; « I obferved a tite of eight of liinc inches diameter fawed huo thirty fix board?, 

ivitb greit * Stad;-hoiU'c. 
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for more tiian 8o ycsys, end l^y flieatis f«;ui^d 
w title exercife of their religion, the tttoft honourable burgomo^rs^ . ; 

« Gerbrant pancras, 

“ JaQOES DE GRAAF, 

** Sysrant valkeniEr, and; 

“ Pieter schaap. 

» ■ . ' / 

“ made the peace in their magiftracy in 1648, their fons and relations My- 
ing the firft ftone of this town houjfe, the 4th of November of the fame 
:«"year.” 

The dimenfions of this building are 282 feet in front, 232 deep, and 
ii6 high, exclufive of the cupola. It coft three millions of guilders % 
when money was more valuable than it is novv ; this may be the more 
eafily reconciled, if wc confider that no lefs than 13,000 large piles 
were driven to make a foundation for this ponderous burthen. Whe- 
ther in this fum they include ail the plafonds, and other paintings, of 
which here are fome very valuable, is not eficntial to our prefent purpofe. 
Behind the feat of the preliding burgoraafter is a complimental infeription 
in DUTCH verfe, wrote by c. huygens, one of their niioft eminent poets, 
which ftems to argue the fenfe they had of the fecure eftabihhmcnt of 
the ftate at that time. 


To give a minute defeription of this edifice, would require more labour 
and obfervacion than I had inclination or leifure to beftow on it. We 
may confider it as a very grand and ufeful building, but not elegant nor 
agreeable. It contains mofi: of the offices and tribunals, for foe execu- 
tion of tb.c laws, in the feveral branches of the military as Well as civil 
government. 

; It is conllantly remarked by foreijsgners, that thaeiitrance of this builds* 
ing k very mean, and not worthy the other parts of the fifu<£lure j the 
reafoii afiigacd for this is, that in confuUing jhe ftrengtil* apd ufefulnefs 


* 300)000 1, 




of this ^^k, tfee architea: , purpofely megledtcd : die beauty of lt» Had 
the doors been proportioned, they would havo been more fubjed: to te 
forded, upon occafion of thofe tumultuous aflemblies of die people, which 
are nof uiifrequcnt in this country ^ The fladthoufc k guarded during 
the night by a body of the burghers, who are thus charged with the care 
of the great refervoir of the Wealth of the unitei> provinces. In the 
Ic^^er apartments of this building is the bank, in which are fuppofed to be 
de^fited immenfe treafures: the keys of them are depofited in the hands 
of the four regent burgomafters. Some report thattliefc treafures arnom.t to 
three hundred tuns of gold; and thofe who have faith enough to think it 
true, have this to fay, that the value of fo much gold is not above thirty two 
millions derlingj and the debt of the united provinces is yet larger, 
as I fliall have occafion to mention hereafter. The real fum here depo- 
fited, is perhaps not known to any one perfon living ; and even the com- 
putation in the grofs, except fuch as I have already mentioned, is kept 
as an impenetrable fecret j and no doubt there arc many good reafons 
why it ought to be fo 

The notion of credit fupports a great part of the commercial in- 
tereft of mankind ^ as it had its original , foundation in reality, the buii- 
nefs of the world is carried on by means of it, perhaps as well as if tliat 
reality ftill exifted. How long this faihi -n will laft, I will not prefumc 
to foiewl], probabiV as long as national taitli. Banks are maintained up- 
on a certain principle of focial confidence ; perhaps not fo much from 
any good opinion which men have of each other’s juftice, as from a mu- 
tual tye of intereil:, and to prevent that diilrefs which might follow, fliould 
the knot be once untyed, 

* In rteanaLaptifts formed a cor/plracy, and 600 men, daring the night, forced the , town- 

houfe. A burgher took the prei:ai:tion to cut the ropes of the be'Is, by which means he preeentfd' the 
alarm from fpreaejiag and the «5efaeis from flrengthening their numbers i fp that the .next day . they 
were taken in the town houfc, and put to death. In tjj j the fanatics railed another commotion, and 
ran naked into the ftrjpcts, men and women, intending by dreadful cries to intimidate the inhabitants, 
and feisieon the toi^m-houfe; but th its piece ofcxtravagaiK follyciided only im thf chaftifemcmofic- 
ircral of the j^rpmoters of it. - 

* They fay Ring wilmam HI. was once queflioned on that fubjcjft, by one who perhaps was not 
diflingoiHied for his unUerttariding. 'Miis prince anfwcred, “ Can you keep a fecret r” 
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The bank of Amsterdam differs very much from that of London, 
In thefirft all the cafli is lodged without paying any intercfts in the 
laft, as great fums are acknowledged to be lent to the government, 
which pays intereft j that intereft is again paid to the proprietors of the 
ftock. 

As the bank of Amsterdam receives only the be ft and pureft c^in 
or bullion j the bank-money, as properly denominated, bears a premi- 
um of four or five per cent, more than the current money. If a man is 
defirous to realize his eftatc, he fells his bank money for current mo- 
ney, with greater facility dian we fell bank ftock. Here they make 
payments after the manner of the bank of Venice viz. by transfer 
in the books of the bank from the credit of one to the credit of another: 
thefe transfers are made by the perfonal appearance of the transferer j by 
his order for which there are printed forms ; or by virtue of his power 
of attorney. No coin or fpecie whatfoever, when once delivered into 
the bank, is paid out again, unlefs in cafes of depofites, where the identi- 
cal gold or filvcr is reclaimed by him who delivered it in, and for that 
purpofe he has a permit, renewable eveiy fix months, otherwife to be- 
come iiivalki ; in the laft cafe tire cafli or bullion fo delivered, is blended 
with the common ftock, and transfcnlbie only in the manner already men- 
tioned. The accounts w hich are kept by the bank are remarkably regu- 
lar and true, wliich is indeed the more eilendal as here are no bank-notes ^ 
fo that the merchant or other creditor, has only to confer occafionally, in 
order to fee that his accoujits agree with thofe of the bank books. Tho’ 
this bank pays no intereft, yet it receives intereft for the fums lent to the 
EAST andVwEST INDIA Companies s lb that thefe companies trade, in fome 
meafure, for account c£ the ftate. The city is thus connedled with the 
bank, as being fo immediately under the dlre6lion of the chief burgo maf- 
tersj fo it is alfo bound for the lomrard’’, where monies are lent on the 
fecurity of all kinds of merchandize at a low intereft. 

' ’ N. 

^ -jpfee bank of Venice is tbe more anticn: of the two, fir4d^probabIy (erved a$ a ntQdcI to of 
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The large ;fu3BS of' ^ which have been Jeiit to the ptrrcil go- 

v'Grnmenti are mtUcly independent of ; th® banlt i the revenues o£ the 
refpe^tiye provinces being engaged as a fecurity for futch fums, and for 
which they give bonds.: Thefe debts have been made into a Aock, which 
bearing a reafonable intereft, was at firft above par; but that flock being 
taxcii, or more properly the intereft reduced, and not always paid in a 
pHn^tual manner, tile principal is fallen under par. This being con fidered 
as a kind of violation of nationaV faith, ncceliarily finks the credit of the 
ftate. 

Though the public intereft in great Britain is alfo reduced, it is 
not felt in this manner j on the contrary, the principal flock, which is a 
token of great property, is lately much encreafed in value ; whUft the 
DUTCH are obliged to fubmit, not only to tlic reduction of intereft, but al- 
fo to the diminution of the value of the principal. 

With regard to the government of Amsterdam, the fubjedl has been 
exhaufted by other writers. I will only take notice that there are twelve 
buigomafters who change by rotation, and of thefe, four are regents an- 
nually, one of the former year alvVSys remaining. Proper officers are 
appointed to attend thefe burgomafters, who arc in moft refpedls of very 
great weight, as the chief diredlors in this popular government. As the 
fenate has the legiflative, the burgomafters have, for the moft part, the 
executive power; and their influence is neceflarily the caufe of their being 
held in the higheft veneration. The original frame of this government, 
items to have been founded in the inclinations of the common people, and 
their rulers ele<ftcd by their fiifFrage ; but as liberty in low minds is na- 
turally apt to breed licentioufnefs, and confequcntly to deftroy iticlf ; it was, 
in procefs of time, found neceffiuy to confine thofe eledlions to particii- 
lar bodres ; that is in faift; for the magiftrates to chufe themfelves : this 
aifo has prodneed its *cviis, and occafioned jealoufies and tumults, to 
which we may add, inftability, and eonfequently the infecuriiy of the 

Q q St Before 
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'; 3etQr& -'I £ak<e:;^y",teave a;^^s1rS!1^.0AM^vi■.nl\Ui,.ob^«r^ the lio-nour 
of ,0'ie.,';uaTCH,; thMt/as.X^ ackiihvviedge. therhfelv.rs to colony of 

merchants > -and jEh^t t/ivil i 

, . tlvinh the ch/d «vdlccs, periods ...of from 

ittddlcnce, of a falfcdklicacy, dcc|ihe ■tiiefc.oihccs/.ahd-:^ the 

iiifci'ioc jnh;ablitaat.3. It might h? vv.hhcd: that ■ jxi^NdON', , Who 
is Jier trade, |xdd the. .Cuiic rega.rcl. to the o.inces of.dvi! oeconomy : it 
triie, fc.-nie of the Tiioft confiaefahre .cii-lscixs haveldtdy taken the virtuous 
.rcfajut'Ort.of .icrv.ih:g.:thc ceafh'Ki.ni^ ii! this. chehiiai .point ?' arid .it. may lie 
liopied that .others wifi foi!d\v thdr crraiupic. , . 
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Ccmparijhn cj- ike liL’lit of the that vf cirr. .ar 


ijRiTAirJ. ''Ihc Jltu£ni 07 i rf B.RiTisji regard to tl uCi'.j! . 

7 le recM 0 fm of natt-yna! inienjK .. Moral refecUoNs on the motives ic 
C-'€OtIpt0e-,f-;- . . 

f ^IlOM the cotdidctaitiovi of the.dtoriiaoui of the uni-pei? p.eo-» 
aiK.1 the prefent condition of the 'D'd. TCHjVt^ traafitjon Is 
iWtixral .to that of my own country, Thc;circuinil:aiices of grea i sRi- 
T.AiH 'arsj incomparably h than thofe of.,the unrif ^^» .^^5<oVI^^c.t^s ; tlie 
animoEeablc ehate of the. latter, is i)ot computed cmc fcrUelh part, fo good, 
as hursE. -though .dielr .debt, at.the lowed- Con rputationy is faid to yhe lialf 
aa;gfca.tf andd the late Avar was near remarkable siiat, 

.ih'ofdgr to faye dieir'';in6hcy,. the hu.xcit- jifead/ and-, report their 

debt fo.be rather greater, tbaiyfopie apprehend it: ttcdly; to he, i .i lp.v/cvcf,/. 
i':; think, it., will a:i:peai' .to tire ifr^'nifitivc V'’brld,p: Vcrr.iUty,, 
.and the^Want of pul^c dove,' fe|jte people of,the,«NiT-EO. rSi'o v/nfefeiVexceeci 
tiiofc cf-G i< E AT :''jBjRiivejr-JS,>-..;':v-: -\¥h.eth?'t‘-^n<n.:.'.'part46;l't0-W ' 

and. tixat tlicr .,^k.,-4|^ihidnfv4iL,'^ mtiop ;;,;ladl.Sv . 
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mults of the common people : it is ftill a dangerous excrcife of power, 
whether a mob or a magiftrate governs without law ? But in any cafe, that 
date would hardly fubmit to a fpunge without a civil commotion : an at- 
tempt ‘to wipe off their debt would probably involve them in a greater 
diilrefs, than the heavy contributions of the opulent, which are neceffary 
for the relief of it. ■ . 


At tlic clofe of king william’s war the province of Holland was 
engaged only for fixty millions of guilders\ It was in this reign that 
crkat BRITAIN began to contract debts. I know not if it is worth the 
paiiii to cxa'rdnc, how we came to be fo deep in debt, unlefs that enquiiy 
CiUi tiiininiib it: perl;ars the rapid progrefs of tills nlckssarv evil is 
ovvino- to the ainbulon of the Jioule of bourbon, which has been the oc- 
cafion { f cx'pciilive ’o are. We know that the ambition of that very houfe 
has involved francp in tlie fame difficulty, perhaps in no lefs a degree; 
whibl property in an arbitrary government cannot be fo fecure as it is in 
a iVec llate : eonl'cquenily the people of franck arc fo far in a werie con- 
dition, in refped: to tiic dclit of their government, than the British fub- 
iecls. But may we impute this accident witli regard to ourfclves, to the fa- 
ciliiy wicli which neceffities or expencts arc created, wJicn men know 
where there is a fund to fupjdy them ; or to a corruption of manners, and the 
profufe luxuries, which arc become falhionabie ? Be this as it may, it miifl 
be obvious to every difpalhunatc enquirer, that the encrcafc of property by 
trade, is a concomitant caufc of the encreafe of the national debt in g re;a?p 

E Ri r At N, 


We find political writers differ very much iji their fentiments ; and, 
from the comparifon cf the paft and prefent times, draw very difterent 
concluhons : this muff ncceffarily happen, whenever we compare things, 
which are not the proper objedl of comparifon. it is very plain, that, before 
the revolution, the BfiiTisH nation was not incumbered v/ith a debt: it 
is now deeply immerged, and eng.aged to pay a very large fum annually in 
ir.tereft ; and/yet, I hope,* no one will doubt, that great Britain is 
at leafl asp'ich and powerful a nation now as it was then. TJic oecononiy 
of the ffate and of the people muff confequcntly have taken a very diffe- 

** (”>co/ooo 1 
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rent turn. Ouf wars liava l?een more c:ipcni[iveir becauf© laoncfly and 
national love have been Icfb ia faiivioa S Perhaps, with more oecono.^ 
v/o might have faved a conhdcrable quantiLy of coin and bulHbu, 
whieh have been feast out of the nation ; but ail this time it ought to ‘be re- 
mensl'iCred, that fuch coin Jind bullion is I>ut a faiajl part of our riches. I 
know Jiot wl'iat computation is made of t'ne export^ of it on the account of 
war j but I tpicllion if the whole value of the coin and bullion now in the 
iiadon amounts to four per cen.t on our national ftoek. 


Wars, though tlicy arc- the chailifemcnts of licavcn, are allb great in- 
centives to induitrv, and create a more diifufwe circulation of money. 
The fame ijvJuitry and circulation, arc, among others, great caul'es of tlic ac- 
cumuiaticni of o’ur national debt ; and this debt has alio created a more ex- 
tcnfive accumulation of property : thefe feein to have adleti reciprocally 
on each other ; whilfc the nation, as I juft oblerved, has certainly acquired 
a great encreafe in riches by the general balance of her trade. 


Hence it arilcs tltat fo much money is brought to market to be difpofed 
of to the gfjvernment upon very caly terms. Nothing can he plainer titan 
this, tliat if v/c were to lofc upon the general balance of our commerce, 
money would rife in value in proportion to fuch lofs. Ke.t all things have 
their bounds : the very encreafe of private property woidd render the con- 
dition of die nation the more calamitous, ihoukl the Icgiflature, which 
may be confidcred as the great merchant of the ftatc, enter into fuch deep 
engagements as to become bankrupt: for if the government lives upon tlu. 
principal, without fixing certain bounds, it will not fignify that tlte people 
live on die intereft, ftnee their mutual prdervation is infeparabiy con- 
ncfled. 


^ To wliit other caufc can we impute our wars being more exper.fivc now than they were foraicr> 
iy ? The VciJae of things k not incrcafod beyond the proportion of the iiicreale of riclies. As we are 
now luTUir able to piy a tax of fix than formerly of three or f<jar; if that which cofi only 

three or four, tjow worth f.x, there is no greater occa/ion to innke war more expenfive, in proportiv')ri 
to our revenues, nov/, than there was then : unlcfs wc come back to the fame argument^ that the 
formidable efi^orts of FftA>v'CK have put us under a ncceflity offpreparing and armies 

than formerly. It would be very well if we could prove from thence, that the public is treated at prefent 
with 35 gre&t refjpefl as ever it was, 

^ E.g. if the government buy^ of me tooqI. what I fhould nU otherwife have fold for above 7 or 
Soo, the natbnal debt is increafed, but fo 1-5 my property alfo. 


From 
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From this general pofition it may be deduced, that although the pub- 
lic debt has been the caufc of public taxes, yet it is owing allb to the fan>e 
caufe, that thoufands have lived upon the interell of their money, when 
tliey muft have othervvile encroached upon the principal ; and, impoverilh- 
ing tbemfelves, have done more injury to tlie date, than it now fuifers by 
the public debt; bccaufe the Hate has fo enlarged a credit beyond any 
private perfon. 


According; to the prcictit circui'Afrince' of things, a public debt is un-- 
doubtedly a benefit ; but ours is too large : the great point is to oblcrvc 
the due irscafurc ar.d decree of it "T liirtv or forty tnifiions rnav he always 
ccMivenicnt j and, if the llttc Il'ioul-J j-eqiure fo much in tinic of war, 
even fifty or hxty millions may be fupportable vvitjjout danger to the .on- 
flitution. I hcrc is a certain proportion of taxes, beyond which tiie in- 
habitants will not, or cauT’.ot tiay, witl'iout danger to their liberty. If 
our debt diouul ever exceed a furn, for wiucli the government cannot pay 


a ruoPKU interc'd, wirlrout cx hlio.g heavier taxes, than inch as we are 
ir.ppofing to be confificnt ; thmigh hbevty may not be endangered to the 
preient generation, yet v/c mull entail inch an incumlirance on podcrity, 
as will hardly conlrd with tl'.eir ficctlom. 


The HRiriSH nation is now fiid to owe eighty millions: in calc of a 
war this may be enlarged to an h.iu.dred, or an hundred and twenty mil- 
lions j tlic intereft of whkl'., t’nough at three and half per cent, is four 
millions two hundred tiunuand poiriuls. So vad a {‘rincipal i’uni would 
ncceflailly alarm the creiiitors on cverv occa.fion oi the leall danger. In 
proportion as tliat alarm encrcafcd, pubdic love among tire people would 
be changed into a timorous felf-lovc, and a looking ou r each for him- 
feif j and tire Hate might thus be reduced to bankruptcy. 

The prefent rcdudl;v)n of interctl to a danviard cl three and half per 
cent, fecnis to have all tlic marks of a judicious and equitable policy ^ but 
if we were to^o much lo^yer, tlie quellioii is, it the Hate would not lut- 
fer more by the diHrefs of individuals, than benefit by a laving in this 
manner ? Suppoling afLUtlicr redudUon iLould no ways injure tire naf.onal 

credit, 
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credit, yet it would fall too hard upon thofe who have no other poffiblc de- 
pendance than that of national intereft ; confequently expedients of a more 
general nature feem eligible. Annuities on lives, for inftance, have been 
recommended ; thefe appear better for the date than the people j and yet 
numbers would accept of annuities'*. If the natioji has patience to wait 
for twenty years, we may perhaps fee thirty or forty millions of this 
deb: paid otT, in the method already cllablithcd ; perhaps we Iliall be able 
to fupport ourfelves with honour and fafety in fo long a peace, or the 
accumulated drengtli ol our neighbours may not, at the expiration of 
that time, render it nccefiary to fwcll the debt as great as it was before, 
and entail this incumbrance on polferity. 


Of the two evils lio wever, the more fpeedy diminution of the debt appear^ 
the moil eligible, fuppofing that it would tend mod to tlic fccurity of this 
vad property. It Is not a fufficient confolation to thofe wlio extend their vietvs 
beyond tlie prefent hour, nor yet confident with the dignity of the iiatiou 
to diy, “ that fo long as the government cxids, the public fecurity of tJic 
“ funds will be fupported.” As a commercial nation, we ought to calculate, 
bc-tter, than to run a ride greatly exceeding all the advantages we can 
podlblv propolc, 'I'his is piittijig the thing upon a dangerous and fil- 
lacious iduc ; for it feems mucli lefs diiTicult to imagine a continuance 
of the independency of tlic nation, through the viciidtudes to wluch it 
is lubiedl; j dian of the dipport of fnc public credit, througli the ncceffities 
to which the government may be reduced ; efpecially if we fhonid he 
f ;on invoU'cd ir. another formidable war, that may fliakc the foundations 
of this conditution. 

Though GREAT BRITAIN lias jud grounds to complain of her vices 
r; - 1 immoralities, there feems to be religion and virtue cjno'ugh left in the 
illaiab to create a fubmiflicn to the difpenfations of providence, cv'en in 
a cafe jo ‘biccking, as that of plunging eighteen or twenty thoufand people-, 

** ft ni.'iy be which of the two h the greater evil, to fulTer the of intcren; during 

life, or the lo/s of the p’-incjpa! sfrer death. Where there are no fini Jics iu the thg; latter feems 

the nioti eligible, ot'iCTwii'e it vvould certainly be a lefs evil tor..fKTa redudion of our revenues without 
afu:v\';ng the principal, than for a mairs children to be plunged i^to poverty. 


with 
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with ten times as many more who are their dependents, and the mean- 
eft of them above the labouring part of the people, at one ftrokc into 
the loweft poverty. The evil would be extended to very remote confe- 
quences, whilft the national ftock would not be in the Icaft increafed j 
unlefs we fuppofe foreigners who have their money in our hands, muft 
alfo fubmit to fee us turn bankiupts, and at the fame time hold fuch 
a rich landed eftate as ours, unengaged for any future payment. What 
politicians are thefe who fuppofe this nation lo corrupt as to run fuch a riik 
without any gcjicral benefit ? The property of the merchants is in a great 
meafurc connected with the public credit : if that credit ftiould fiil, what 
an iminenfe circulation would ceafe ! what a wound would our commerce 
receive, in confequcnce of the lofs of that imaginary wealth which is now 
as good as real ! 

ft is true, we liavc an example in fraxxt of no andent date, of a 
large national debt being paid with a fpungc: but franco was, and ftill 
is, under arbitrary power ; the honour of individuals is confequentlv 
at a much lower ebb than among us j and what could we expeCft for o 
national a crime as this, but the tenfold curfe of defpotic rule ? 


No man of common modefty, or common fenfc, will pretend to fiv 
that a nation, computed upon a fiir calculation to be worth from 600 to 
800 millions, cannot pay oft' half a debt of So millions. The poftibility is 
apparent ; the great point is, to levy fuch an equal tax as (hall not diftref? 
the poor, nor leave the ricli any Tfs'f cauf'e oi complaint. W'liatever is 
done, ought to be calculated for tlic main end in view, \vhlch is tlie pre- 
fervation of liberty, in the manner moll pra<fticablc and agreeable to the 
genius of the people. The debt was contradled to fupply the exigencies 
of the ftate, and to protect the whole body of tlie nation the W'hole 
body of the nation then are obliged to repay it j and it the ftate requires 
it, not by taxes on the common people, but according to the propor- 
tions of the a<ftual polleiiious ot every individual in luch a manner a< 

* Even cent- per annum on real property, cxcliifivc of other taxes^ woulJ, in is.v or eight 

years, produce a vail treafure. 
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flioukl not appear in the leaft degree dcflru< 5 llvc of liberty. Thofe who 
urge that great part of this fum has been devoured in bribes, unjufl ac- 
counts, and a whole lill; of crying enormities under pail adininiftrations, 
fay vciy little to the purpofc ; for if this is not true, the argument a- 
mounts to nothing more than a calumnious report; and if it is true, though 
we mull own they are injuries cci omitted againll the whole commu- 
nity, yet they are injuries of fuch a nature, that the whole community arb 
anfvverablc for them to thcmfcivcs, and mutt far their own fakes make 
good the confcqtierjces of them. 

Men who think fcibeily on this fuhjcfl, will hardly conceive that a 
E-Ri rrsii government has ever entertained fo impious a thi^ught, -as to 
mean to annul this debt; or that any party fecretly wifn for it; confe" 
qucntly all political prldiltions on this principle ought to I'C 
treated as dilhonourable reveries, and melancholy delaiions. We ouglii; 
rather to fuppofe, that tlic landed as well as monied intcreil of the 
nation, mean to pay off this debt in fuch a ncccilary proportion, as will 
flrengthen our credit, already fo juPdy fuperior to that of any other nation. 

That GKPAT p.RiTAiN is immcnfcly rkh, is indubitable. A land tax 
of opiC ihilling produces half a million to tlic crown; and if the a/Tcffment 
was jull and ec.ial, and the clvirgc of ccl'.CLling reduced, it v/ould thcti 
amount to a whole million : it follows, that the aiinual revenues of the 
propdetors of land only, are 20 millions j confequcntly at tlic moderate 
computation of 20 years pnrehafe, the valiic is 400 millions; may not 
the annual induftry of thi« nation be deemed equal to the produce of a- 
bovc half as much more ; not to mention the plate, jewels, money, mines 
and iioulcs ' ? 


On tlie otlier hand, if the proprietors in good carncfl felt the evil at 
their doors, and that they are the real debtors, and fubie<rc to be arreflccl 
by each other : if they >vere in djingcr of Icquchration by civil war, or 
in confequcr.ee of foreign invalion, how greatly would this ^valuation fink! 

^ Some prorefu^d caUiidators nv.ke the rcvcneca for the Tupport of the people and tlic government 
ft)riy ihree nilllions- which cav.ror;; or:d:. vwth the I above. 
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I am not vcrfed i.n political aritlimcdc, but I wii] Etpooic the value in 
queilion to be only 600 iniilions in the whole ; v/otdd in.-t a 'i,vaduai di- 
minution, or rather change of proj-.erty of hve or fix* in the hundred of 
this national dock, in titc it-.acc of eight or tcji years, and I hope tlicrc is 
no danger of being involved in a war fnoncr, be a Icf: evil than to con- 
tinue fo deeply in dcl>t as we ren-v are Would not this method enrich the 
proprietors of tiie ninety- fmr pari.; ? By tJus means all taxes on every 
branch of trade, and on every article of eotifomption, would be diml- 
jfdied in fo great a degree, tliat tiielh rdnety four parts would be then 
more, valuable than tlic hiuulrcd arc now If this can be dcmonllra- 
ted, we teem to be in the circiimflanees of that mifer who offered a Ihii- 
ling to be bledj but the lurgeon tlcmanding half a crown, before the con- 
ted was decided, the man died. This may be our cafe, for we are ful)- 
jeel: to a political as well as a natural deatli. 


Something of this fort would certainly be brought into execution, 
if every proprietor wx)uld lay to his own heart, “ I am flattering myfelf 
“ mto a belief that I c'we nothing, w'hcn 1 really owe a tenth part of 
my edate ; which if I do not offer to pay off in part, tliough the go- 
vernment drouhl not compel me to it, the danger my children are ex- 
poled to of loling the whole, is greater tha^i the inconvenience of pay- 
“ “''lA' *^■‘7 this time. Can I anfwcr it to my confcicnce to leave 

“ the poor to pay mv nr.BT from their daily labour ? Is it poffibic diey 
“ CAN pay it whild tire taxes do little more than anfwer the intcred of 
“ this aebt, and the current annual expcnce of the government in time of 
“ peace ?” 


The reader may laugh at the exprefdon my debt, till he amflder' 
that the term my country in tliis land of liberty is adopted as proper ; 
the fil'd indeed means a deprivation of a good, as the lad irnpiies tiic 
podedion of one. The debt of the public is certainly tlic debt of a num- 
ber of individuals ; but becaufe every one confiders th.c fum in the grols, 
and thinks but with repugnance on his proportion of it, the mind being 

» The vaft expcnce this government is at in cotlcfling taxes would revert into tlw national trc.afa- 
tics, as well as the labour of colkdt^s, who muft find a different employment. 
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loft on the one fide in the greatnefs of the idea, and diftrefled on the o* 
thcr by the painfulnefs of it, turns to fomc other objed:. 

Are we not bound, in proportion to the degree of power and fortune 
we poftefs, to ad as if this debt was our own, in the common fenfe of 
the word ? If every member of the body politic thus confidered himfelf, 
he could not with common honefty avoid being anxious to clear himfelf 
of his lhare, in a necefiary proportion, as already obferved ; and to exert 
Ids utmoft abilities that odiers ihould perform their duty in like manner, 
and make felf-love and Jbeial the fame common principle. 


Though the riches of feme, or the poverty of others, may make tliem 
repugnant to the receipt of any part ol their principal money ; and though 
it may be imagined that national funds v. lucn pay intci'cir are national be- 
nefits j yet it feems to be a glaring abiurdity, that we bad beticr remain. 
£o DEKP in debt, than dilchargc ax y part of it j unicls we had at the 
fiime time a finking fund annually accumulating, and devoted to the fup- 
port of a war, or any important call of the nation. Such a fund can hard - 
ly befuppofed, for then the government would pay a large intereft for a 
ftim laying dead, cut of pure love to fitch people who might l^e ignorant 
hov/ to employ their money in any other way. It is, I prefumc, moft natu- 
ral to imagine, that the Icfs we owe, the higher intereft the public can 
afford to give upon an emergency ; for that emergency we ought to be 
ready i we know it will come i if we judge from the experience of paft 
ages, it is, humanly fpeaking, as certain as death, though we know not 
the time of cither. Money is plenty now, but experience does not war- 
rant its being fo in time of war > on the contrary, an unprofitable peace 
is fometimes fubmitted to, merely for want of money, though we are at 
the fame time fo rich a nation j whieli proves how the want of public 
love may fubvert a monareny. The higher intcieft tile nation gives, the 
greater fums it can r#e ", and fconfct]uently wliiift money, as well as 

The contisvy is niaintaiucd by forii€,,but that c;ui b.e only in tunc of pCACC acid fafety, and at 
hU provci only lb?A the fcople know not iiow to employ all their money, ^ ^ 
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good foldiers, is confeffedly the linews of war, the fairer wc bid for a fe- 
cure and lading peace. 

Perhaps it may be alfo found, that this debt, as is generally experi- 
enced among private men, wounds the occonomy of the date ; if it 
does not prevent fuch a number of fhips of war being condantly em- 
ployed, as might tend to die better fupport of our naval llrength. 


What but the conlideration of this debt could have fo ion j; induceti a 
nation famed through the world for humanity, to raile a tax on the mi- 
lerahle poor, for the liberty of dedroying thcmfcKes with liquid fire, 
whild it became a provocation to them to dedroy others alfo, and endan- 
ger the very foundations of fociety ? 


h'roiu hence it mud appear of how great importance It is to diminidi a 
national debt, when we fee fo driking 411 indance of tlie neceflities of 
a govci nment ariling from that debt. No one will pretend to lay that a 
iniiiidor, who i ; a in ui of (en(c and humanity, could be either ignorant 
or carciefs in this rclpeif. Is it however podible that a minittry ihould fee 
the peop; - indiiterent with relation to the public, and without any fcruple 
enriching thcmlelves beyond due meafure cut of the public money, with- 
out being alarmed ? A minidry lefs moderate and diiiatcrclled than the 
prefent, might l>c ahnod tempted to conlider the government and the 
people in a didindl view ; for what is more according to the corruption 
of the human heart than this, that when a people do not obferve tiicir dii' 
ty with regard to the government, the government fhould have the lefs 
tenderneis leer the people.^ Is Jiot this conlideration fufiicient to rouzc a 
nation to a fenfe of virtue ? 


There are without doubt many political points of univerfat concern- 
ment to a nation, and yet not eafy to be underdood. It is the bufineis 
only of a few to know all the fccret fprings w'hich move a government ; 
hence M e may judly entertain a jealoufy of our private apprehenlions. 
Some points however will be canvaffed, w'hcthcr they are underdood or 
not : ever/ body can talk, though Ibmc may not clearly undcrlla.ad their 
*>vvn meaning. I 

We 
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We oue;ht to thank heaven for what is ftlreatly tlone towards our relief. 
By the particular countenanxe fhovvn by the uilnidry, and the generous 
efforts of tire patriot citizi.n, the intercil of the national debt, is re- 
duced. There were feme ftrugglcs in obtaining this ncccffiry, great, and 
valuable point. That patriot citixen will not, 1 fear, live to fee his fcliemc 
carried into execution in all its parts. The reduif ion of interert: feeras to 
be in eftcfl a fmnptuary law, which ougixt to extend to all ranks and 
orders. 

I prefume that men even in the greateft offices, profefs to lie no more 
than fervants of the people ; the foundation of a free government fuppofes 
the firtt regard due to them : coufequently if the neceffitics of the people, 
for the fupport of the hate, require tlieir living lower in their rank ; 
thofc whom they enable to live in fplendor, according to the nature of 
their refpe<5livc offices in the date, ought in all reafon t(^ contribute in 
.PROPORTION* -f foe this plain rcafon, that inflead of M'eakcning their own 
dignity, and by this means hurting the community, they will probably, 
do it the greateft fcrvice, and anfw'cr the wife ends for which the people 
have agreed to fupport them in that fplendor. 

A liberal allowance is perhaps at all times neceflciry to the principal 
offices in a great ilate ; and if fome prodigality is countenanced when 
that date is in a flourifhing condition, what mighty injury can it re- 
ceive ? But can a date be faid to flouriflr in the fenfe of the prefent ar- 
gument, when it is involved in a heavy debt ? To make no didinflion 
feems to argue as grofs an impropriety as the conduct of that private man 
who, when his eftate is without incumbrance, lives up to the height of 
it, and when it becomes deeply mortgaged, dill makes the fame ex- 
pence. He may perhaps have the addrefs to fupport himfelf for a 
confiderable time j but if winds blow dowm his barns, or mortality rage 
among his cattle, what will become of his edatc ?'• Nations are fubjeft tp 
calamities as well as private men ; and the excrcife of human wifdoin 
is as neceflary in public as private affairs. 


Upon 
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Upon the occafion of the late redudlion of national intereft, neighbour- 
ing nations “ began to gaze witli wonder as if the golden age was refto- 
red to this ifland, and tliat this redudtioit of national interell would be 

r 

followed by that of national penlions, and of the great Hilaries annexed 
to feme oflices, fo as to bear a proportion to the savings upon the ar- 
ticle of intcrefl, and thus enable the government to make great advances 
in the payment of the national debt. In this tufir opinion has outrun 
OUR virtue ; but much may be expei^led from tlie equal Ipirit that pre- 
vails in the legidature. It is true, fpeculative and a^five virtue ditFcr ex- 
tremely. There are always more philofophers in fneory than in practice j 
yet it ought to be prefumed that thofe who think, judly, will en(.leavour 
to aC!: cv^nridcntly. 


Every man. of grc.ii r.uik and oilice in this nation nault either bO' 
lieve that our <.kl.it is ieally an object of no danger, and tliat uc are con- 
lur ng up a fpivit for the plcafure of being friglitened ; or he mull be of a 
cor trary (qiinion ; if the lall, fupptifing he wifnes tlie happinefs of his coun- 
try, wlilch (jught to I'.e prefumed, will he !ict in. his ferious hours rcalon 
thus with hi.s own hc.ut ? “ 1 iec my country irivolved in a lieavy debt 
“ wliicli injures her foreign intlucnce and licr dtinatllic fecurlt}’. It is true 
“our n.ffain? are mending; the in.tcrcd: of money is lowered, but can 
this produce fo fpeedy a retluction of the n.ational debt as cur weilhre 
requires r Is it in liiv power to do a.i'c; real fcrvicc to my country? Is it 
not my duty to conti dnitc to her wanr:. ? The circnmllauces of the ritnes 
arc filch, that .1 am not callied upon ibr any reciublion of the lalary which 
“ I receive of the public, and perhaps my e.xamplc will not make any 
“ impreiiion j but if the thing hi rlgh.t ami proper to me, it is fo to all. 
“ perfons under tnc fame circumdarces as I am ; nor will it be Icis right, 
though it Ihould be d.eemcd an affectation of popularity, an enthufiafm 
“ in politics, or a ranli. Iiypocrify. Some Ix-aly muft begin : it may not 
“ be convenient for the minilter ; I confeis it appears to me jnil and con- 
fiflcnt j and my confcicncc dilates it to me ; 1 can live with moll no- 

® TIk'I miniikrf, [ am told, declared without rcfcryc, that they th. 

praQicable. > 


N‘dJ; 
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“ NouR on a iinallcr income j forinftead of pampering my dependents in 
‘‘ a luxurious fiiperfluity, I may become an inftruinent of providence to 
“ five eight or nine millions of people, who are all dear to me, from the 
*'• miferics of civil war, or the dcfpotic tyranny of fome bold invader : but 
it is CERTAIN I iliall perform an a6l of juftice to my country. I 
“ lhall do a char ity which 1 hope will be acceptable in the light of ood. 
I lhall exprefs my gratitude to the public, as tlvat common benefadlor 
by which my ancellors have been fupported through fo many agesj and 
“ by which I have mylclf enjoyed all the comforts and delights of the 
Iiapplell: government in the world, under one of the bell of kings. Per- 
“ liaps in the chain of effedls, and the courfe of a wife and good provi- 
dcnce, this lingle arftion might alfo be a means of preferving the welfare 
“ of a great part of Europe j for if the antient virtue of this illand U rc- 
llored to itj the native valour of my countrymen may cflablilli them as 
“ tlic arbiters of European liberty, or at leaft fecure our own on the moil 
“ permanent balls.” 


Were fuch vilionar)' Ipcculatlons brought into action, which is at lead 
poilible i w'ould a miniller deny his acquiefccnce to such a conduct, 
and think such a man a lunatic; or rejoice to fee an inftance of di/inter- 
efted and generous regard to the community ? Would lie be fony to 
iiiui himfelf in a fair way of being relieved from thofe perplexities in which 
miniders in great Britain have been generally involved? Would lie 
lament to fee a large laving to the nation, inflead of that anxiety which 
attends a want of money for the purpofes of government ? 


If such a conimjct were the ifllie of a folid judgment and well- 
rcguliiicd afletffions; and if the necefiities of the nation do require such a 
cofidmH j it may be alked why is not this, or fomething equal to it, 
brougi’.t execution by the minifter, who has the power? Is not this 
begging tl-e quedion ? Would a minilltT in grea*t Britain have any 
POWER a.t ALU, was he to attempt making the people virtuous in defpitc 
of tlieinfelvcs ? it 1., impollible that he can be ignorant of the inclination 
id tlie people j and if they have not virtue enough to fave the nation, that 
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is, thcmfelves, whenever the matter is brought to this ilTue, what power 
on earth can fave them ? 

Ey.opcrating with their bad afFe<5tions, a miniftcr might bring the 
people to a fpecdier ruin 5 or by a judicious oppofition of them, ward off 
the blow for a time j but can he fupport the people againft their w'ills? 
Let us confidcr tlie thing in another light ; if thofc who enjoy places and 
penfions, and may, in fon\e mcafure, have the power of ailing in this 
rcfj'edl as they plcafe, have too much wit, or too little virtue, to renounce 
any part of the profits arinng from luch places and penflons, from a 
confideration that the llate is in necd ; it will not follow that the landed 
and cr mmercial intcreil, which is incomparably the mofl wealthy, may 
not contribute as largely as the date requires. Such an unbiassed dis- 
iNTEUESTKDNEss wouUl ncvtT bc thoir ruin. The more virtue there 
is in the nation, the longer it will Band : therefore if the place or pen- 
fion-man docs not /hew tlie nobility, or the country gentlemen an example 
of patriotifm ; if thefe begin, the effcdl will be near tlie fame. 

In ihort, if the ruling pafllon of perfons in any date, is the prefervation 
of their country, they will rather confider the end, than the means. 
Tlicy w'ill fubferibe to any method not in itfclf incondflcnt, rather than 
fpend their time in a fruitlefs debate. I fuppofe we are dill a free and 
a wife nation ; whatever method then the Icgidaturc may appoint, tl;e 
v irtuous will unite in warding od* every calamity to wliich the nation is 
expofed. 

A rcfoliition of tlie Icgi/lature to pay od' a large proportion of the debt 
by taxes, unprecedented in thefe latter times, would appear to many as an 
invafion of liberty, and a greater evil tlian to fufler the debt to be paid in 
more moderate proportions. On the other hand, lome apprehend it to 
bc more inconfident yvith liberty, that we diould owe fo heavy a national 
debt i and think it ought to bc reduced by extraordinary taxes. If men 
of fortune arc of this lad opinion, and have virtue enough to ad up tv> 
their piJnciples, we Hiall foon owe a lefs exorbitant fum. If they are 

VoE, il, , S 1 not 
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not of that opinion, or have not virtue to aft up to their principles, with 
what countenance can they complain ? 


C H A P. XLVIJI. 

A drferityt/ov cf hakulkm. Rc’/kxions 07 i r'^tircnicnt in (uhwiced 
ngc. Of LEV DEN and /A- iiague. A brief account of the houfe cf 
ORANGE. 

O N the 1 6th of Oftober I took my leave of Amsterdam, where it 
was my fortxine to be at a fealbn that was rude and diiagrecablc. \\ ere 
tire people in tliat city lo dlipolcd to kill themfelves in an ill humour as' 
they are in another great trading metropolis, I lliould think it at Icaft as 
proper a place for this purpolc, cfpecially in tJic prclcnt month. W hen 
the fro/l comes on, they are more braced and aftive, and at all times tocr 
bufy to fall into this atrocious prafticc. I embarked at the haerlkm 
•rate, taking the “ roof of tlic treckCcoot: thefe ftage-boats arc extremely 
commodious, as they fet out at dated hours, and perform their pailiige at 
a certain time alnrod to a minute; but tiic common part of the boat h 
often rendered i.nfuppoitablc, from the cuAom of imoaking tobacco, io 
highly offenlive to fome perlbns. 

The haerlem canal is bounded by mcadow-Iands, w'ell covered with 
horned cattle ; but there are not many houfes near the banks. In two liours 
and a half v/e reached ri a e r l e m . I'liis is a town of very great note, and 
not lets didinguiflicd for its clcanncfs. It is remarkable for bleaching, alfo 
for the manufaftorv ofliraien, and fevcral other material articles. Here wns 
a conhderable garrifon of foldicrs: the fortification, in fome parts, is only 
a lofty brick wall. This place is faid to have flousi/hed fo early as the- 
year 1155- In 1292 a revolution happened, in which great part of it was 
burnt: a circumftance of the like nature happened by accident in 1347. 
In I 573 it was taken by the Spaniards, who treated the inhabitants 

The cabin. 
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with great cruelty} lyco men, the remains of tlic garrifen., v-nere ei- 
ther hanged, or put to the (word, for defending thenafeives eight months. 
Here arc tveclvc cl’urchcs, of which four ciiiy are of the cib.bilflicci 
religion. Hakrli'm lajsS claim to the invention of printing, which 
they attribute to lawrchck coster, who was born I'jero about t!)c be- 
ginning of tlie tjth century. A little to the fouth of tlris city is titc h ai;jj- 
W'hicii is a large lalee, bsit as It ahoiiud.: in '.Iva'iIowh, atid ir. 
Ico niucli ex'poicd to tlic wind, the canal is njudi prererablc for the coin- 


mcrcc 
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is hilly and fandy, and the hanks of the i.i vden' canal are higher than 
tiiofe of uAEKLiier. Here titty cover their cows with body-cloths, af- 
ilgning thus as a rtafon, that by keeping their backs warm, dicy give milk 
the more abundantly. There are fcveral countiy lioutes and pJantations 
of trec.s, and agreeable walks. About three miles from IrAr;RLl•:^f is 
vtARTCAMP, the country- feat of old Mr. CLIFFORD} tliis gentleman is 
poneiihil of a confidcrablo fortune, and having a tafte for gardening, he 
t'anis his time nioilly in the country. 

The acquifition of ricltes being, for the mofl part, tlie fitpreji'c ob;cct 
of a DU TCH man’s attention ; feldom any of them leave the world till the 
world leaves them, however indulgent providence may have been to them, 
with regard to the means of a comlbrtablc and hoiiouralf e reiircinent. It 
is no unc(5mmon thing in all co'.intries to grafp at the objecls of avariev'. 
.and ambition, even under the circumftanccs of age and ficknds : and 
though fuch men lie themfclves, if they fee at all, lufpended by a halr 
between the vilible and inviliblc vvorl.l, yet will they continue to be led by 
the delufjons of tlie miTui. It is true, there is nothing in wbiich \vc are of- 
tener mitfaken, thai\ in our .apprehenfions of the pleafures of retirement, 
after a life devoted to bulincfs. Men of contemplative minds are apt to 
tliink of this too early, mid perfons of a contrary turn never imagine it is 
late enough. Active virtue is certainly preferable to that wliidi is pafiivc 
only } yet it feems unpar^lonable in oUl men of cafy fortunc'g who, having 
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made the experiment, find that they can bring themfelves to a reliili of 
a contemplative life, that tliey do not devote the greateft part of tlieir lat- 
ter days to it. Every profeflion, I believe, has rcafon enougli to rejoice 
in an ooportunity of making up for the deficiencies of tlic earlier part of 
life; but foine callingvS, in a more peculiar manner, keep the mind in a 
continual luirry, or, which is much the fame, in a clofer attention to the 
concerns of tliis world than is confident with the duties of religion. Old. 
men ought to be ready to affitl with their counfil : but is it not feme- 
times an injury to the focicty for them to refute giving up the more a(,'live 
icenes ot lil'e ? Thofe who arc bell qualified, by tlieir years and flrength, 
ior a grcalor fertility and energy of thought, lliould certainly have tlie 
oilicc COD and nature feerns to have appointed for them. Mr. clif- 

r OR D, in thii relpecf, has judged like a man of fenfe and virtue. 

ft may be obferved however, that, in commercial nations, men of tlie 
mod advanced age, and greated fortunes, feem to think it as confitlcnt to 
die with a pen, as with a prayer-book, in their hands. The opulency of 
nations, in feme meafure, arifes from this fpirit ; but it cannot be right 
policy to give more of ourfelvcs to this world than belongs to it. Befides, 
mod of tlie good purpofes of life relating to national welfare, may !:■€ 
anfwered by initiating our fans or relations into an early' tade of commerce., 
and committing it to ilicu' coiidudd before we die, under circumdances that 
may render it pleafant, as w'cll as profitable ; rather than to leave them 
immenfe fortunes, perhaps to be fquandered after our death, merely for 
want of this precaution. 

The didance to leyden i.s fifteen English miles: we were four 
hours exactly on the way. On the bank of the canal, near this place, is 
the feat of the fiunous Dr. roe r have, now in the hands of a perfon of 
that name, who alfo profefics phyfic. This place is well known for its 
univerfity, and great antiquity. It is alfo remarkable for a confiderablc 
manufactory of w'oollen cloth, which however, for fome years pad, 
has very much dccreafed, partly owing to tb,e decay of the persiam 
trade carried on by the Armenians, which equally affeds. the fiik 

, tn^enu- 
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manufadories of Amsterdam There is a confiderable number of ftu- 
dents from all parts of Europe, and the univerfity is of great reputation. 
They have generally a very large garrifon : the city in itfclf is neat and 
agreeable; but, as moft other places in the united provinces have too 
much water, this has not enough ; nor has it fuch a communication with 
the fea as affords a proper motion by tides to keep the water fwxet. The* 
gardens about it are extremely fruitful, and land bears a prodigious price. 

In 1574 the SPANIARDS befieged this town, upon which occarion the 
inhabitants, to the number of about twenty thouland, behaved with fuch 
intrepid valour during a fiege of five months, that the very women per- 
formed the military duty. About fix thoufand died of the plague and fa- 
mine,; and being at length reduced to the lafl extremity, they were fum- 
rnoned by the spANtSfi general francis baldez to furrender; they 
anfvvered bravely, that fo loiig as they had a left arm, they fliould not 
want provilion ; and that they would employ their right to defend their 
liberty. They fay that Adrian de werf, a burgomafler, being impor- 
timcd by foine of the Inhabitants to iurrender the city, replied, “ Since 
“ I mull die, my friends, it does not fignify whether it be by you, or 

the enemy ; cut my body into pieces, and divide it ainongft you ; I 

fliall expire contented, if I can be a means of prelerving you, though it 
“ W'^ere for one hour only. " I’rovidcnce at length interpolcd in a iigiFil 
manner for their deliverance; count lewis of Nassau, brother to tiie 
prince of orange, came to their fuccour, and obliged the Spaniards 
to retire. 

From LEYDEN I went to the hague, wdiere wc arrived in three hours. 
A place fo renowned for political negotiations 'would, on that account, be 
celebrated in the journabs of travellers, even though it was not in itfelf e- 
tjual, in fbme refpeds, to the proudeft cities in Europe : it has no inclo- 
fure, and is called a pillage; the ftreets ;u:e broad, and feveral of them are 

^ It appears that the f>uTCii were jealous of the ekcltsii trade through Russia to Persia, aid 
thiit Mr. DP. PiEu applied in 174 5 /or the fame privilege as the British fubje^ls then e joved, in 
order to oUtain an ample fupply of filk. At preleni the great decline of this branch of trade is owing - 
to the troubles in prrsia. 
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without canals : their houfes for the moll pa.rt arc extremely well built. The 
number of coaches belonging to noblemen and gentlemen, and the gay 
apj-icarance of drefs, give one an idea of life vt-y ditlcrcat from thatof'tlic 
trading cities. People here arc more polite and cciy in their carriage thiui 
in other parts of iioi.laxd ; this is a natural coivfequ-'iice of fome of the 
moll confidcraldc perfons in f-uropk meeting there continually for poli- 
tical arfiiirs, in the Icrvice of almoft every I'.uRoruAN prince: beddes as 
tiie STATES GENERAL alfemble h.erc, this draws the grcatell part of the 
people of the firfl: dillinclioit in the united provincf.s. The h ague 
may alfo be ce>nndci'ed citltcr as a great city, or a rural I'ccnc : for the 
ENVIRONS which immediately inclofc it are extremely delightful ; vvliilll 
they have plays, and other amnfements, as cuilomary in great cities. 


The air of this place is fald to be very wholcfomc. Sir wili.iam 
TEMPLE attributes longer life to the inhabitants of this village, than to thol’e 
of any other place in the unttej) provj.n’ces; yet are tine pco'dc more 
carelefs in cleaning their canals, tluin is criniillcnt with the prefea vatiort of 
iiealth. It is really amazhig how men decline into ncgledls injurious 
to the focicty, which might h-e prevented with tlic Icail thought tuul in- 
diulry. Near this place is the palace ktiown by the name of the hoiilc 
in the wood, which belongs to the prince of orange j as alfo RYSwicii., 
famous for the peace of 1697. 


One of the fincil houfes in the hague belongs to coiiitt william 
I5ENTINCK, and was now occupied by the prince of orange. As this 
nohieman had been lb extremely obliging in hanovlr, as to invite me to 
his houfe at the hague, I went to pay my rcfpecls to him at sorg- 
VLIET, w'here he generally refides in the fummer fcafon ; but he was 
gone to meet his britannic majcfly in his return from hanover. Tliis 
feat is near two English miles diflance, and much frequented by per- 
fons of tafte. The houfe is of little note j but the gardens, though in ma- 
ny parts yet uncultivated, arc delightful. They abound in lofty trees, and 
different Jdnds of hanging walks, which divenlify the Icene, and render 
diem very plcafant, particularly in a country where molt of their 'country- 

. feats 
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feats are upon a dead fiat : on the road to it there is a public garden, in 
imitation of VAUX-H ALL. 


At die HAGUE are only two churches of any conlequence. Though 
feveral of the fireets abound in fliops, their trade is mbfily confined to 
their own confumptions ; hence this place is preferred fc)r the quar- 
tering of the foldicry, of whom here was a regiment of grey cavalry of 
HESSIANS, who made a gallant appearance, alfo a regiment of dutch 
dragoons, and two regitnenti of infantry. The pay of a, common foldier 
in the DUTCH fervice is four fiivers, cloaths dedudted ; but provifions are 
dear. I obferved their clothing, which is blue, is of much better cloth 
tl'an that in which his Prussian majefty’s foldiers are clad; the Icr- 
jeants of the guards have filver- laced regimentals. The dutch arc dif- 
tinguiihcd irom the hessians and swis.s by white breeches. They are 
extremely neat, their hair being drefled in the manner of the Prus- 
sian loldiers, but their cloaths are not quite fo fiiort : they are incumbered 
witli lieavier fwoials and larger hats, whilfl: their mulkets are lighter. They 
]x'i {onn their exercife with exadtnefs, and are examined every fourth 
dr.y that their arms be kept in order. In 1666 the dutch had 60,000 


meti in pay, and fon 
o! tlie army they c 
millions of gtiildeis, 
oflicers included. 


r years after at the general peace, upon the reduction 
oiitinued 26,200 men, which cofiing annually Hk 
this wc may reckon twenty- three pouiuis each man. 


As tliis place migJit be confidered more immediately 
prince of orange, I luirdly. expected to iiear aiiv thing 
IpcCttully. It is well known however witli wliat reluctai 


the court of the 
fiid of iiim difre- 
iicc a conilderabie 


party in the united province.'? fubiniittd 
tlie dignity enjoyed by his forc^ fathers ; thou 


to this jirincc’s accefiion to 
gh he had fo jutl a title, not 


only on account of TiiEiR merit, but iiis own aUo; and not lefs fioni 


the naturC'lpf of that country, and live experience of pall 

ages, thifii froi^ the pafticulaf danger of the time, in which this event 
was broh||t^;i&Ut:G 
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William, firnamcd the great, was tlie first stadt-holder, 
and may be properly called the founder of the republic. He Ipcnt his 
life in the ftudy of war and politics, in which he was a great pro- 
ficient, and not lefs diftinguiflied for his private virtues. He was at 
length aflailinated, in confequence of the refcntnients of the Spaniards, 
and fealed the generous adlions of his life with his blood. His fon mau- 
Ricr, the fccond fladt-holder, adhering to the virtuous principles of 
his father, fupported the independency of the republic. Henry Fre- 
deric, the next brother, fucceeding to the ftadt-holderililp, diflingui/hed 
himfelfas a w'arrior and a patriot. The fourth fladt- holder was wil- 
liam II. who maiTied the cldeft daugliter of our king Charles I. This 
prince dying at the age of twenty-four, left a pofthumous fon, who w'as 
our william III. In his infancy the dignity of ftadt-holderlhip wasS 
annulled i but tbe terror of french aunies obliged the states to re- 
cur to that expedient to whicli they owed their very being, as a re- 
public. King WILLIAM fought their battles, and laved them. After 
his dcceafe, though the dignity of ftadt holder was not aboliflied, it was 
fuffered to expire j nor did the states revive it till the hxtli and prefent 
fladt-holder, william Charles henry frizo, a collateral branch of the 
illiiftrious houfe of ok an G e, who by the falutaiy mediation of a ftrong par- 
ty (if his friends, and tlie fpirit of a mob, when a french army was al- 
ready at their doors, had this dignity conferred on him in 1745. With 
what moderation he has ufed k, and what little rcfpedl has been /hewed 
to it, the hiflory of the times will make apparent. I only mention what 
fell under my notice of the general turn of the party in the united 
vrovincf.s, who were lake- warm friends, or no friends at all, to the 
prince; witli this diftindlion however, that fomc w'ho hated the stadt- 
holder, loved the prince. 

Confidering the neighbourhood and great power of prance, the prefent, 
a? tlvy tlutik, precarious peace, and the difunion of their councils ; the 
DUTCH feem to be perfuaded that there muft^be a power lodged in one, 
to unite and exert their force in caf® of danger. Reafon and experience have 

taught 
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taught them the neceflity of this power : But a ftate muft pofTels more 
virtue than I am afraid there is among the dutch, to I'upprefs thofe pre- 
judices and refentments which are apt to arife in the minds of one part 
of a people upon any change of government. The anti-fladt-holders, who 
wifli to fee the prince pulled out of his feat, operate with him moft 
heartily in making provilion for the very men they mofl: defpife, or hate, 
whenever they think they can, by this means, render his office odious to 
the people : thus his highnefs has to flruggle with fecrei, as well as profef- 
fed enemies. Men of moderation fay, he does not want parts, that he is 
a man of a mod: amiable difpofition, of an excellent heart, and yet every 
day he lofes ground j alledging that “ his difpofition may be good j but the 

effeds of it arc bad, by his being too indulgent to men of no principles.” 

It is a common faying, we love the treafon, though we hate the traitor: 
to lave a hate can hardly be called treafon ; but it is generally thought a 
dangerous maxim in politics, to put men in offices of trull:, whofe prin- 
ciples allow them to take any fide that may afterwards appear to be their 
ijiterefl. But how will they prove, that the prince makes choice of fuch 
men ? It may be fufpeded, that thofe who are not in oflice are, for that 
very reafon, difaffeded. It is granted that many perfons, whofe power is 
now cclipfcd, ought uot to be admitted to tlie offices of the llate, becaufe 
they have a rooted dillike to the prince, as well as to the fladt-holdcrlliip : 
but the!i it is objecti'D, that thofe who love the prince, and .acquiefee 
fincercly in the power vefled in him j who arc capable of ler\ ice, and I c- 
loved by the people, are notwithlfanding kept out of ollice. 'I'hey ac- 
knowledge that every honefl: man cannot be employed ; but that fuch 
perfons of worth and honour ought not to be rejeded, for the lervile tools, 
and' lower inflruments, who brought the prince into office, but are by na 
means able to eflablilb fuch a degree of power, as is efi'ential to that office j 
that fuch men ought rather to be rewarded in a pecuniai'v way, or by em- 
ployments abroad ; but jiot to be preferred fb as to difgrace their very pa- 
trons, who are alhamed to own their having brought them into place : 
whereas by chufing men of worth and reputation, who arc really the 
prince’s friends, there would be no dilliculty in his acquiring a proper af- 
cendcncy, and thereby cflabliflr hijiifelf in the minds of the people. 

. Voi. 11. ' T t 
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Part III. 


How the prince ought to is hard to fay • but this is clear to me, 
that his very moderation which would render him amiable in a vir- 
tuous age, will make him contemptible in a vicious one ; for, without a 
great lhare of refolution, it is not poffible to govern men, who have been 
wfed to make their own will the law and rule of their conduct. 

To drop fb critical a point, let us confidcr the authority of a dadt-' 
holder, which is very confined, nnlefs when he appears at the head 
of an army, and then perhaps he is not only an object of jealonfy, but 
his power too much circumfcribcd. The ftadt-holder fometimes ligns pub- 
lic treaties in conjunclion with the dates, but fuch treaties do not derive 
from hence the greater weight or authenticity ; for though he is fiippofed 
to reprefent the dignity of the republic, yet whilil the states po/Tefs tiie 
fovereientv, he cannot be confidered but as a fubieef. He has indeed tiie 
power to pardon condemned malelabtors ; but he has not even a feat cv 
vote in the allembiies of the states. There arc ccruiin prerogatives an- 
nexc-.i to the odicc, which vary in the diiferent provinces, and arc akcrab'e 
by the power from whence they are derived, that i.s, by the states gk- 

K.EUAL. 

T-hc iladt-Iioldcrdiip, which is now made hereditary in the houfe c( 
ORANGE, was, from it’s original nature, eledlive ; but the higli and imte- 
lible obligations which the dutc:h owe to wieli am the G:<i-:AT; ami 
the renowned patrlotifm and fidelity of the illudrious houfe of orange, 
ihr^-ugh cverv generation, Inive ever tlirown the clioice on this family as 
;i kirid of neceiTary confequencc. 

Tire appoinimcp.t of the d;adt-holderdiip from the states, is one hun- 
dred; thou find guilders'', a.Uil the prince’s paternal inheritance is far more 


counter 


dr 


Eut, al;is ; while we arc yet fpeaking, his candle 'is burnt out j and all 
our willies for his temporal happinefs vanifh like a dream in the night. 
The memory of thb excellent prince will indoed ever retain a fwcet favor, 
and muil do honour to human nature, v/hilfl probity is revered by mankind. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 


A gt’/ieral account of the commerce and catife of riches y as alfo of the air, 
(lif &>:. of the united tkovinces. Of the gefuus and mannen rf 
/Zr DUTCH, ikeir parcimony, chathingy ’women, hs'e. 

I .T may appear cardefs to leave the untted provinces %vkhout jfome 
general refiedions, cfpocwlly as travcllen;, citlicr in pursuit of Icarniiig 
or jiafure, feldom coniidcr this country in the lame light as or 

FK ANcr, ; and confeqncntly there k not much laid of it, except in labo- 
rious hiiloricid accounts. Indeed it ought not to be expeded from one 
who only rides pod, that he Ihould be able to give an accurate and cir- 
cuinRanti.il account of a foreign country, when perhaps he knows very 
little of his own, after living in it for many years. 

I know not if any body lias given an account of the united fro- 
VINCES fo wortiiy of cRcein as that of Sir wiei-iam temple. His general 
idea of theic people in his time is contained in thefe words : Holland 

“ is a country where the cartli is better than the air, and profit more. 

in requeR than honour > where there is more lenfe than wit ^ more 
“■ pood nature than good humour ; and more wealth tlian pleafurc} Wiierc 
“ a man would chufc rather to travel than to live Ih ill find more things 
to ohierve than dcfire ; and more pcrlons to efteem tlian to love.’* 

As a kind of contrail to what is remarked by this polite author, the 
following defeription will corroborate the notion avhich tlic unprejudiced 
reader may have received of the genius of the nu ren, and the nature 
of their country. Tliis burlcfquc, and perhaps obRurc hiRori..\n %>-, 
In HOLLAND tlie tour elements are goon for notlnng ; it is a conn- 
“ try where they wp/dhip a- goluen iuol, Icaterl on a tim.^nc ot chetde, 
and crowned with toliacco ; wlicrc :nt fin p.dtcs nature, and indullry 
alone makes the Rate Roiirilli ; where rufticity of fpeech is prefer- 
“ red to. the pcrfwaiive loftncfs of gentle words, and a coarfenefs ot 

X t 2 “ manners 
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“ manners makes a fliow of liberty; where the wives arc raiftrefles, 
“ and the huibands fervants j where the houfes, by dint of frequent 
“ wafhings, appear as cabinets ; and an excefs of cleanlinefs is inconve- 
“ nient : in a w'ord, where butter and clieefc is the harveft and reward 
“ of the people’s toil.” 

Tlie DUTCH are moft certainly devoted to commerce, and, though in 
the midft of Europe, detached as it were from other nations : they are 
bred up in an ahliorrcnce of regal power, and confequently have a diftafte of 
the manners of the polite nations wlio are fubjedt to this form of govern- 
ment. Under thefe circum dances they can hardly be fuppofed to raife 
many men of genius, or to cultivate the more refined arts of contempla- 
ti\ e lil’e and liberal fcience. It may be prefumed that later ages have im- 
proved many of the higher ranks of dieir people, but perhaps feme of 
them have at the fame time exchanged their parcirnonious fimplicity for 
.an expen five and luxurious manner of living, and by rendering tliemfelvcs 
neceliitous, opened a way to thofe temptations which their artful and 
kimbitlous neighbours have thought proper to play upon them. 

The cafe, the gentlenefs, the fweetnefs of manners which we find in 
the polite nations, are fcldom poflefled, even amongfi; the higher ranks of 
the people in Holland, though we often meet with an excefs of com- 
plaifance : nor is this at all furprifing if we confider that men devoted to 
arts of gain from their earllefl: life, can with difficulty be formed to a true 
tafte offociety. The amufement in which the dutch have the greateft 
pretence to delicacy, is that of gardening, for wi)ich fome of them con - 
tradl fo great a paflion, that I have heard there is a law reftraining the 
price of tulip roots. 

They are fo well convinced that much diverfion not only creates ex^ 
pence, but calls off the mind from bufinefs and domefiic duties, that in 
AMSTERDAM no publio fhows are permitted within the walls. After 
feven in the evening every perfon that pafles the gates pays one ftiver, 
and a coach five ftivers j fo that diverfions arc taxed with this irnpofi:. It 
is not however very confidcrable, for the people have, not a great paflion 
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for theatrical entertainments. In the winter time ikeiting is their greateft 
arnufemcnt. Their retired manner of living is often the occafion that the 
nien when they affedf a chearful, polite, and delicate turn of manners, 
are awkward i and when gay, wicked : the fame remark holds with 
the women alfo, when they depart from a referved habit of life. 

Their notions of religion, which muft ever influence the manners of a 
people, are not very libenil ; and though the pradkice of it is llridtly en- 
joined as a duty, it does not appear to be rendered delightful. I have 
heard an Hollander ingenuoufly acknowledge, that their priefts can- 
not be in any great reputation, for want of that politenefs which is cf- 
fential to all ranks of men in office in a civilized Hate. Sir william 
temple’s remark is, “ That if religion docs more good in other places, 

it dcK'S Icfs hurt here.” 

The fame author imputes the grandeur of their flate in a great mea- 
fure to the modefty and fimplicity of their manner of living, which 
w.is the general fafliion among the firfl: magiftrates in his time ; and he 
adds, that he never faw the great penfioner de wit in a coach, nor his 
cloathing, equipage, houfc or furniture, beyond that of any private 
merchant.. 

It is not difficult to conceive, that conflant application to bufinefs, and 
indefatigable induftry not diverted by any of the warmer paflions, nor by 
tlie habit or temptation of pleafurc, fliould produce tliat degree of vvealth, 
power and influence, at which the Hollanders once arrived, and of 
wliich, with refpe<ft to individuals, tliey may yet boaft. 

With regard to the air or water of the Netherlands, tlie elements 
are in no country more blended than in this. The abundance of water 
mufl neceflarily affedt the air : at fome fealons of the year, many of 
their moft fertile fpcJts are overflowed, which renders both land and water 
difagreeabic. Thofe Dutchmen who know little but of their own coun- 
try, alk how we managenn England to keep our cattle in the field du- 
ring the winter. Turf,, which is. reckoned much inferior to wood cc 

coal. 
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coal, is the chief article of fewel to the inhabitants. But this land of 
nioiilnre <loes not ordinarily prevent the people from enjoying a moderate 
ii tare of health, thougii their lives feem to be ihorter than with us in 
OREAT BKiTArN. Thci'c are fcvcral inlknces of remarkable recoveries 
in HOLLAND, i’roin confumptive cafes, which I believe are not fo gene- 
ral among them as in England. The reafon of this I impute not fo 
much to their climate as their careful manner of cloathing. In England 
people too often drefs, feed, and ervp;:)!!: theJnl'elves to heat and cold, with- 
out any regard to difference of conlHtution. A carelcfs indifference in tliis 
refpccl; mull be oftcii attended w ith tlie fame or-worfc confcquciices, than 
an injudicious rolllcitudc. 

The vapours arifing from the canals in Holland, affedf tire air in 
i'nch a manner that the fronts of tire houfes near the water fide arc 
frequently dii'colourcd in one nighty thus occaiions a particular attention 
to the out/ide as rvell as the interior part of their buildings. I'he manner 
in w’hich the dutch cloath themfclvcs, is a dcmonlfration how fubicid- 
they arc to rheumatic pains, neceflity having taught them that kind of 
habit, which wc are inadvertently apt to ridicule. 

There arc many Hollanders who think judicioully, and, in fome 
rcfpedtf, live elegantly j but I believe few philofopbicaiiy. The com- 
mon people are extremely boorhh : I have fecn a boatman in a great city, 
thougli indeed the diftindlion of city and village is very incoufiderable, flrut 
up and down a room with his hat on, his hands on his hips, and, wdth a 
carelcfs air of infolence, fpit at the feet of a gentleman who was treating 
liim with civility, and giving liim an opportunity of gaining a guinea for 
an inconfiderable fervicc. This fort of condud: they miflake for liberty 

rnrcloTiers make complaint alfoof the ilkmanners of the common people .m rncLAND ; but this 
is exprelkid rather by a libertine than a booriih cendod; and though we have fome iavages in human 
fhape, - ytt the general turn cf our people is humane: to this purpofii*! knew an inilancc of a com- 
mon kliow who infuked a krench lady in the tkcct, by the n:inie of vri:. nch bitch. Before fhe ad- 
vanced many paces HiC happened fo fall, and the fame man who had that moment treated her with 
fuch unworthy language, was the hrft who alTifted her in rifing, addreffing her with great compUifiince 
4a words, ‘1 hope madam 3/oi hive no: hurt yourfelf/* 

vvhilfl: 
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whiift their knowledge is confined to the ordinary means of gain, and the 
gratification of the calls of nature. Cheefe, beer and tobacco are the 
joys whieh feem to crown, the labours of the common people : geneva, 
to which they are well known to be no enemy, and which is not alto- 
gether improper to their climate, contributes much to the circulation of 
tlicir blood j but they are apt iu their cups to mix cruelty with rufiicity. 


,As they are not fo much improved in their icntiincnts as our common 
people, neither are they lb firong, adllvc and capa\>le of labour j this may 
be imputed, not only to the dificrent genius’s of nations, but alfo to tlie 
fuperiorlty of our climate, and the different nature of the liberty we eujoy : 
add to this that the animal food which our common people eat, is incum- 
paraldy more ftrengthening tlian their fiffi, cheefe, milk and grout, to which 
the poverty of tlicir own produce confines them. It is true the umted 
PROVINCES abound in paffure lands ; but cheefe being fo great an article of 


comtnerce, as fume of tlic inhabitants cannot, others will not, 
themfcives llcih for their diet. A mo<icratc ufc of animal food wouldj 
iu all probability, tend to the prolongation of their lives in that moiff: 


climate. 


CoPsrtaucy of employment, coldncis of compkxion, and perhaps ciic 
n.Uurt.' of tlicir food alfo, may contribute to their being but little gi\^cn to 
amv.air. The women, I fpcak not of the higlrer ranks, adorn, their ircadp 
with sr<^!d lace, and other fuch ornaincnts, but with more huyaiitv tlian 
geucraliy practifed in C’.fii'U any. Except ;t few court ladies, tiK-y have 
not inucli tailc or liclicacy in their traanners, I’iserc are fomc of good 
complexions, but not many beautiful. I'hcir teeth in general are bad, 
probably owing to the ufe of Iroi iiqnors, as tea, coffee, &c. 1 obferved 
particularly at saaroam, that many of the women arc pale and langukb 
and not a few crookcfi. I’licy ackranvicdgc that moff of their children, 
till tlic age of eight dr ten yeai-.s, arc fickly ; and imleed the women feem 
fo inceflantly employed in cleaning their houfes, and other offices, of 
which fome arc i;\ comnniin with their hufijands, that one would imagine 
tlicy did not afford tlicmielvcs reff enough to breed children, or at least not 
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time to fuppoft tlicm wheji they were born. The women in this country 
fcldom breed after the age of thirty. As the men are remarkable for the 
many breeches they wear, the women, for tlie mod part, ufe pots with 
live coals of wood or turf, which they fct into boxes bored full of holes; 
and put under their petticoats, to warm themfelves in cold tveather ; 
tins is not only apt to make tliem old from the waift downward before 
the time ordained by nature, but the fmell of the coals is odeniivc. Up- 
on the whole they have a proverbial faying, that the dirtied piece of 
furniture in the houfe of a Dutchman is his wife. 

Whedier it is tlie remains of any jealoufy which they have retained 
fince the time of the Spanish government, or the mere effedl of pru- 
dence, I could not help obferving that many of them will not mention 
their wives in company, nor do they feem pleafed that others diould 
fpeak of themj though in the mod refpedlful terms. One would ima- 
gine wiiere the laws are fo favourable to the women, as to give them at 
lead an equal fliare of dominion with their hulbands, that convcrlation 
Ihould be more free ; this conduct however may be imputed to that in • 
communicative manner of life, in which the lower and middle forts of 
the people are bred up. 

It is no uncommon thing in Holland, except among thofe who 
have travelled and acquired fome generofity of behaviour, to treat dran- 
gers by whom they get nothing, with that fort of referve as plainly in- 
dicates that you may go about your hufinefs as foon as you pleafe. But 
there is nothing which lowers the reputation of the Hollanders, or 
refledls greater dilhonour on them than their cruelty. This does not a- 
rife fo much from fiery paiticles in their blood, or warm pafiions, as the 
love of money, witnefs their facrifices of human blood : but they have 
followed the example of their old maders, by taking the lame deps to 
fupport themfelves in the east as the otliers did hi the west indies. 
In this GREAT BRITAIN IS didiiiguilhed, no part of her greatnefs being 
owing to unwarrantable daughter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. L. 


Of the prefent fitiiation of the dutch, and their partiality to France, 

* Their prevailing opinions with regard to great Britain, 

I F we confider a government of fo complex a nature as that of the 
UNITED PROVINCES, in which fuch a variety of intcrefts and incli- 
nation are neccflary to fupport it in full force and efficacy j it is rather 
amazing how it has lafted fo long, than that of late years it has tottered, 
and been in danger of fubverfion. It is no mean entertainment to trace 
tliis republic to its origin. Hillorians feem to agree, that die people 
of which it is compofed, fo early as the time when the roman common- 
wealth gave laws to a great part of the world, were in the higheft 
degree impatient of any encroachments on their liberty. 

Under PHILIP II. of SPAIN they groaned under heavy oppreffions. Se- 
veral formidable attempts were made from the year 1556 to 1579, to 
compel them to fubmit to an arbitrary power, extended not to their lives 
and fortunes only, but alfo to their confciences. Perfecutions have often 
called forth fuch a degree of human ftrength as leem to argue the in- 
terpolltion of the immediate hand of god. The treaty of Munster 
in 1648, at length fettled the independence of the republic: the de- 
puties of the STATES were no longer denominated rebels by the 
SPANIARDS. The vigilance, fobriety and induftry of the dutch fup- 
porteth their revolt againft the croivn of spa in, and after many 
years fpent in laborious trials of their own conftancy, they formed at 
length that plan of government which now exifts. How long it will laft 
is liard to fay j tlie foundation of it docs not appear to be very ftable. ; A 

HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST IT SELF, CANNOT STAND. Whilft tliefc 

people arc not agreed concerning their magiftrate, they will never in- 
vert hiiii with power fufficient to anfwer all the various exigencies to 
which the ftatc is fubjcift. 

It fe6ms evident from their late condudi, from tlie prefent condition of 
that ftate, and from the .tature of their conftitution, that they are in no 
VoL. II. U u happy, 
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happy, or iecure htuatlon. Hence they recaiirc the help of a firft niagiilrate, 
whofe povver, though limited., flu'.]] ho ludieL-nt to confuiute lilm the iim * 
pirc of all tlieir interior contdt?, aj';i v, ;!!', by a proper dircoion of lueir 
-llrength, may reftore thcHi to a rkal isidcpendency. Their coiiduel intho 
late war was a demon Arative proofthai tiiemfclvcs conceived divi»’ I'ccuritv 
was foiuidetl in the claihing intcrcll of other princes, and that their coiuitry 
was not in fiich gicat danger as we commonly apprehended, bccauic the di- 
vihoit of the ipoil vvoidd create difficulties among tlvc neighbonring powers. 

A free ifatc, ''.vb.ofc inhabitants are rich, furrounded by powerful neigh- 


bours, able to fu[>porc a confiderable military .force, and yet unwil- 
ling to fvipport it, can hardly be prefumed to cxitl long; without foinc 
chan, go : at lead we may conclude that fuch a fyllcm of politics as that of 
c;:ic.vx iVRi i'AiN contending for the indopendcncy of the ti Ni JM.i'j ei-oi- 
vixes s, in the fame maimer as in tiic la.il war, wifiiout their ocrd’ia 
l^hcir oven ilrcngth, cannot lall long, Siippofing that their prefervatiou was 
not the foie motive on which we fet out, yet it mull be ever allowed, tint 
if FLANDiiKs becomes a prey to franck, and the barrier is loll, the liberty 
of the DUTCH is at the mercy of the frexch : and wliat would liavc 
become of the harrier in the lad war, hud it not been for ci re A r niu rAi:;, 


it is not difficult to determine. 


Tf the DUTCH arc incapable of deft-nding thcmdlvcs ; if their 
though jjr its early period, is grown decrepit, an.d nee.-Is a fupport } 
GRr.A r jiRiTATN Jiford fuch a fupport, or mud It come from another 




eruartcr on the coritinent ? What quarter is liard to lay. It feeins more 
cernndent with their intcred to change to fome more happy form of 
government, by a confent of the people, th;in to run tiic hazard of be- 
ing compelled to cliange for the worfe, hy feme Iwld ir.vatler : and if 
their independency isef liich moment to us, as it nujy be prcffirrRxl they 
imagine, it might be more our intcred to aflid them in that clrange, 
fjian follow fuch a fydern as tliat of the late vrar. The dutch are te- 
nacious of their liberty, but feem to fail into a beucf that they need not 
provide the means of fuppojting that liberty, of their gotxl friends ,thc 


ENGLISH 
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ENGLISH, and other allies, will do that bufincTs for them. We may fee 
what notions Sir wii,liam temple had of this repviblicr, when he fays, 
“•'I'hus thele flomachftil people, who could not endure the lead cTercii'e 
of •arbitrary power, or impofitions, or the fight of any foreign troops, 
“ under the Spanish government, have been fnce inured, to all of them, 
“ in the higheft degree under their own popular magiftrates, bridled with 
“hard laws, terrified with fevere exceutions, environed w'lth foreign 
“ forces, and opprefled with the moft cruel harufhip, and variety of taxes 
“ that'was ever known under any government.” It might be expected, 
that the remembrance of thefe calamities, which did not arife from ns, but 
from our common enemies, Ibould, whilii tliat common enemy is in tlie 
fame firei-u-'th and inclination, bind them to us in the Itrongcd friendihin ; 
but this is plainly not the cafe. 


Follticians feem to agree, that the intered of the MARrriMr; powers 
is mvitu'il ; that is, fo long as they in fadt continue to be maritime 
po\v::rs: and ought not the united provinces to continue a inaiitime 
power, if they mean to fnpport an independency ? The union of fuch 
maritime {lowers might be a counterpoife to tliat of the houfc of eocr- 
EON : whereas; if they aim at. a counter|')oifc ctitircly by land, it .is {^lain they 
mud go much farther for it, engage in deeper cxpenccs, and complex rrc.',~ 
tiesi and take ihare in tlic tjuarrels of other powers, which mud render I'iC 


wolf ire of their date the more precarious. Befides, as commerce natunvUy 
cncrcaks wltli naval drengtlt j fuch union miglit prove the bed me.ms i f 
checking the rapid {Mogrels of the trade of other countries, and pa.ucufuly 
that of rR.\Ncn, whenever it flionld {mwe prejudicial to this mutual .\nd 
natural intered. J lowcvcr confident t^ns (ydem may be, the iadl i.s, tlvat in 
the lail war, either the timidity of tlio dutch j the artifices of frencmi 
rniniders, who dii’gui led this matter; or perhaps that persuasion which 
is a{3t to conquer all mankind, inclined them more to fee great Britain 
ruined, than ereding new trophies on the ruin of the french commerce. 
This is very certain, that the dutcu looked with a jealous eye on the 
eriti,sh trade, conclucilng that every llep it was adtanced, dicir own 
would be thrown back. 
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If our intereft was really mutual, they were as blind to their own adi- 
vantage and fecurity as averfe to ours : and if it was not mutual, the fyilem 
of our politics was founded on a fallacy, which they eafily faw through» 
It is a truth too obvious to be denied, that the dutch do receive fome 
PRESENT advantages by their commerce with France ; and this was one 
great obftacle to our detaching them from that delufive connexion. 
As to the FUTURE, it does not feem to be the faflnon of mankind to con-: 
iidei' i their thoughts are abforbed in prefent gratifications. If this were 
not the cafe, I prefume the thing would have taken a different turn, and 
remoter confequenccs would have been examined into. 

If the game had been played fair, the queftion is, whether the bulk of 
the people of the united provinces would not have feen, that no 
point can be more eflcntial to them, than to keep tlie wings of the houfb 
of BOURBON fo well cV\pt, as to put it out of her power to fly away with 
their country, their riches, and their commerce j for probably they ruufi 
ALL go together : it is impoffible they can be the fame people under an 
arbitrary monarchy, 

Notwithflanding all the artful evafions, and ungeneroufnefs of the 
DUTCH in the late war j it is hard to fay what had been their fate, if Bri- 
tish valour, and BRITISH treafare, had not been fo much employed to 
keep FRANCE at bay. That the du.tcii fet out upon falfe principles in. 
the late war, I believe all the world will grant. \^'ho can relate without 
.forrow, thc everitof the battle of fontenoy, when victory w*as fnatched 
from us, not fo much by emr enemies, as by our friends We iiad in- 
deed rcalon to fufpaifl:, that the dutch did not mean well to us : we knew 
their government was tinbarafled, and wore a double fiicc. Some of their 
ivdnificrs were for fighting, others fora neutrality, and all for (living 
their money at the cxpence of their very good and generous fr iends 
AND ANTICS- r ALLIES. At length- they compromifcd matter, and made 
war in parade, ns an excellent expedient to favc appearances, and to quiet 
the minds of tlicir own people, that no de(perate attempt might be made 
to call the prince of ORANGE to the office of his anceflors. Thofe in. 

olfic-e 
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office knew that fuch a ftep would eclipfe tliat authority, by means of 
which they had fo long lorded it over the ftate, and enriched themfelves 
and their families. 

It is remarkable that our enemies, who knew the orders and inclination 
of the DUTCH, from a generofity peculiar to foldiers, at the fame time 
they exulted in our credulity, laughed them to fcorn. We pulled them 
indeed to the feene of a6lion j but we could not pull the trigers of their 
mufkets, nor fecure tlicir horfes from being killed, if they had en- 
gaged. 

But what fliall we fay of the friendfliip and good intentions of the 
DU rcH at that time, if to this very day they avow they c'ould not fight. 
Morally confidered, nations are not accountable to nations for errors in poli- 
tics ; but tlrey arc anfwerable to each other for the non-obfervance of trea- 
ties. Whatcver-inotivcs bialfed the conduct of thefe republicans, the inference 
from real fa^l, cannot but raife an indignation in the breafts of thofe who 
arc inclined to flied a tear to the manes of our brave countrymen, who 
fell in that uticqual war. If tire dutch had declared at that time that 
they wo5!LD not, or, which is the fame, that they could not fight, and 
that their army was only for parade and obfervation ; 1 prefume, in fuch 
cafe, we could complain only of the inactivity of their auxiliary 
troops as flipulated by treaty. And the queftion is, if, in fuch cafes, the 
party failing is not fubjecl to all confcquences. If this doCtrine was proved 
good, the DUTCH might now owe us fifteen or twenty millions of pounds, 
with a further debt vvliicli tl> y can never pay, tiie lives of fifteen or 
twenty thoufand of the braved troops in the world. 

What fenfe the people of Holland ha 1 of their engagements to us, 
appears, in feme incafurc, ifoin their behaviour, when news arrived at the 
HAGUE of the battle of fontenoy. k went current that w'chad dd'erted 
the DUTCH, and left them to be cut in pieces j infomuch that the inhabitants 
were liighly incenfed, and exclaimed bitterly, as if the English had com- 
plcated.that ruin, which our conduct in the queen’s war, they laid, had 
almoll produced. Wher^ the real faCl was known, and the tables turned 

on. 
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on them, though it afforded confolation with regard to the fafcty of their 
army, tjie rulers of the state thought it necciBry for their own 
ilifcty to retire out of the tow’n : this was a tacit -acknowledgment, d>at 
however difpofcd the people might bo to puflioa tlxe war, they themfclves 
favoured the fehemes of ekance. 


To fpcak difp-aflaonately of the conduct of the dutch, we may reheat 
on their fpecious manner of reafoning. “ Did we defire you,” fay they, 
“ to make %var, much iefs to bring it to our doors ? And, after all, what 
rciiai'ice could \vc make on you, when a handful of rebels in scot- 
LAN D occafKined the demand of fix thoufand of our befi: troops, at a 
time when wc moil needed them ourfelves ? If other powers do not 
“ keep FRANCE within bounds; the united provinces may become an 
“ eatV con.quefl, in fjilte of all your endeavours to preferve us.” This cx- 
ciife carries with k feme weight ; but they forget that it was their condiufl 
at FONTKKcv winch brought on thofc confcquences ; that their fiv tliou- 
fand men were of no u!e to us with regard to the rebellion ; and lailly, 
that the prefervation of the united provinces, in fpite of the french 
partisans, became at length one great obje<fl of the war : there mull tlien 
lie an unaccountable dcfcdlion in the hearts of Dutchmen, to allow this 
reafoning to be good. The time may not be far off when they will fid- 
licit us to a<ft in confederacy %vith them, and when tlicy will not have 
any dclufive referves. 


The prefent political contefi, if we can witli propriety fay there is any 
ci>jxtefl:, feems to be, whether, in cafe of another war, ckeat uritaim 
ought to fend her native troops abroad ; or confine hcrfclf to tlie water, 
anil make her money, in a rcafonable proportion with other princes, 
fight her battles on the continent ? 

Happily for Europe, France is not able to fupport a great army, and 
a great fleet alfo, for any length of time. But as we fometimes fee na- 
tional eftortr, which baffle all the fyflems of the moft acute politicians ; and 
as FRANCE may make a formidable figure both 'by land and fea j can wc 
confifiently negleifl; our land-forces ? If it is ncc^effaiy to preferve the inde- 
pendency 
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pendency of the dutch ; It may be alfo nccefi’ary to employ our troops, 
as. well as our money, on the continent. It might be fortunate indeed to 
cftablillia fyftcm which would render a great land-force unneceflary. If 
it is inconfiftent for us to attempt the fupport of great armies, and great 
fleets alfo, we may prefumc that grjtat Britain will adhere to the 
fj'flem which renders that force Icafl necellary, which is moft exiicnilve. 

Embarkations of our land-men may fomctlmcs be necefldry for 
fuch purpofes, ns neither our fliips nor money can execute witiiout 
them ; and in behalf of thole Hates whom it is our duty, and may be our 
obligation by treaty to preftTve on the general principle of commercial 
intcreil. But where, and in what numbers, feems to be a point wh.icli 
tlic octafion only can determine. I apprehend one rule of politics carmet: 
fuit all times, more than one medicine all dillempcrs. 


TliC feruiii'ig great armies abroad has been, among others, a means of 
involving uritain in a very large debt. But it is allb true, thati-'RANCB 


has l)cen greatly imooverilhed bv her wars. That the latter lias made 
vail acquiiitions by commerce within fifty years pall, mull be granted ; 


but yet it is dhputed if llie is now ib rich, compared with other s r A i rs, 
as (lie was in king william’s reign : and fince money is the finews of 
\yar, we inuH reckon tlic ilrength of states by their ritlies, coni] ared 
Vvith other STATES, as well ashy their numbers, valour, aiKl genius fin. 


I'hcre arc, I believe, fomc general maxims, which are necelTary for every . 
government to adopt, as far as they arc praiUcable without adhering to a 
blind prejudice. If tlie naval force of great bkitaan is her proper and 
natural llrengtli, ccnfidcriug her fituaticn, produce, and tlie genius of the 
people j will it not follow, tliat the more of Inch Ihenglh flie poflclfes, in 
proportion to other states, the grecAcr will be lier commerce, and con- 
(ccpicntly her riches ? And if ihc is flrongcll at fca, may flic not com- 
mand the Ibnrce of rKENt>ii power, which is almoil the foie objccH (lie- 
has to fear ? 



344 THE TRADE AND BRITISH Partlll. 

Enquiries after political knowledge A on create difficulties, which fug- 
geft that the ftudy of politics is no vu:gar tafk, though we talk of it 
fo familiarly. Minifters, like other naen, are fometimes biafled by their 
paflions and prejudices, to commit abfurdities j but it is their duty io un- 
deriland the intereft of a natron, and their trade to manage it. Others ought 
to approve or condemn with moderation, as the fureft way to come at the 
truth, w ithout confounding themfelves with the ufe of names and words, 
to which their ideas are not adequate. 


C H A P. LI. 

*Thc author leaves the WAG VE. A defcrlption of delft. Of Rotter- 
dam, its trade y and the bri Ti^ufadlory efablifvd there. A fort ac- 
count oj HELVOET, and the ^refent lov) Jlate of the dutch navy. 

T he 2 ad of O«£lober I left the haoue, and returning back part of 
the w'^ay on the fame canal on which I came from le vden, I arrived 
at delft in an hour, the dilhince being only three miles. The land here 
is low, and there is no particular objeft that ftrikes the eye. 

Delft is furrounded by a confiderable extent of flat meadow lamls: 
this place, which is very antient, is well known for its earthen ware, 
wffiich goes by that name. It is a very plcafant tovvn, and well peopled : 
the inhabitants are computed at above twenty thoufand. Its fituation has 
invited feveral perfons of fortune and diftindtion to take up their habita- 
tions there; but tlie trade of the place is not conliderable. ft has how- 
ever a chamber in the east-india company, and a rank in the aflem- 
bly of the states of the province of Holland. This city was burnt 
down in 1536, and in 1654 the greateft part of it was blown up by an 
acciiient of the powder-magazine taking fire; but thefe misfortunes have 
rather contributed to its beauty, than defcdls, as mhy be inferred from its 
prefent appearance. 

From Jience 1 departed for Rotterdam ; the difiahee is hardly feven 
ENGLISH miles. This place may Well be elieemed next in rank to Am- 
sterdam i and, in regard to great Britain, and the fouthem trade 

of 
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of EURopr;, has many advantages beyond that city : die navigation of the 
MAESE being, Vvithout comparifon, more fufe and comriiodious than that 
of the texee; the ait and the water are alfo better than in amster- 
The canals here being broad and deep, convey fliips of burthen 
into the heart of the city, and exhibit a view of a flouritliing trade. Be- 
ring thus a flv.il in commerce to tlsc metropolis, it is conddered as an 
hjhiecl of feme jcaloufy j but the power is, for the mofl part, in the 
hands of the merchants of amsteuiiam. Many of the commodities im- 
ported here center chiefly in that city, confequently the ipirit of cornpe- 
tiiion does not rife very high. There is indeed huilnefs enough in bolh ci- 
ties to furnifli employment to a great number of hands. 


Rotterdam has a further advantage: the paiTagc of the r-?AESE is 
generally open, particularly in hard winters, fooner than that of the texel. 
They iiave great magazines of east-india goods, this city having its 
tjuota of that trade. Tobacco, corn, and rice are alfo confidcrable articles, 
and chiefly imported from (iREAT erxtain : they have great t|uan(ities 
<;f tallow from irelax d, for which they return flax, which is a commo- 
dity much cultivated in the united provinces, as it will beai- a high 
rent of land, if properly conduded. 


In this city is a very good exchange, wlicrc the merchants meet, and 
tranfact their bufnicfs} it was fmiflicd fo late as the year 1736. Here arc 
icvcral public buildings of note> but the mofl: remarkable is the great 
church dedicated to St. Lawrence, in which are the monuments of ’ fe- 
veral pevfons of diflind'don, particularly of their mofl celebrated fea-officers, 
among wliom is tliat of admiral de wit. On the great bridge is a ilatue 
of the famous erasmus, who was born in 1467 in a fmall houfe very near 
to the flatue. 

The BRITISH fadory in this place is very confiderable, and is, Rir the 
moft part, compofed of north britons of the church of Scotland, 
for which they have a church or meeting-houfe. During tlie war in 
FLANDERS Under the dilke of marlboRouoh, an epifcopal church 
was built by the contribi^on o£ the English ofilccrs, merchants, and 
YoiL. II. X X mari- 
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mariners j and this is faid to be the only regular cpifcopal church counte- 
nanced and eftabliihed, belonging to British fubjed:s out of great 

BRITAIN. 

Mr. DAVISON, and fevcral others of the factors, received me with great 
marks of regard and politenefs, as well in confequence of the fev'eral let- 
ters of recommendation, which my friends at Amsterdam had givch 
me, as the hofpitality for which the factory is diilinguiflied. Frovifions 
licre are not cheap, though plenty. The fa6tors live parfimonioufly, after 
the manner of the country, without parade, but with great fatisfadion and 
convenience. Expcnce, noife, and ihcw, are indeed but the ihadows oi’ 
pleafure, to minds not fpoiled by a habit of living in a croud, or in pur- 
fuit of triiling amufeinents. The expcnce of eating and drinking, in 
THE iiiGtiEST taste, as is ordinarily underllood, generally ferves hut 
to remove us the farther from the happinefs we feck. The true end 
of thefe fupports of nature, is better anfwered by a little, than much j by 
A dilh or two, rather than by a multiplicity j if w'e confider what is due to 
health, to a clear underflanding, to moderate paflions, fubmiflive appetites; 
to a virtuous caft of thought, and, in a word, to the true felicity of life. 

The 27th I left Rotterdam; the mod: fpeedy conveyance is faid to 
be to NEWSLUVS in a yatch, and from thence by land to Helvoet. It 
was my dcllre to fee the banks of the maese, I therefore preferred going 
all the w'ay by water. There arc many fertile and agreeable fpots of 
land, but the whole did not anfwer the idea I had conceived of dutch 
induftiy, anti knowledge of improvement as extended to every part 
Helvof.t sluys is w'ell know'ii, as the port from whence the harwic:; 
packet boats fet off on wednefdays and iaturdays. Though tills is ef- 
teemed one of the heft harbours in the united provinces, yet the 
town is in itfclf very inconliderable, having only three fmall llrcets, and 
a quay ; the laft is of fomc extent, and borders a gi eat part of the har- . 
hour. From this place the ifland of goree appears to the fouth, as a 
fandy country, and Zealand is to the north it. 

» We make great allowances, in all countries, with regard thofe lands contiguous to the Tea. 

Having 
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Having often heatd of the naval, ftrcngth of the unlted provinces, 
fo formidable at fea within little more than half a century ; and as I had 
hafdly Icen a Ihip of war in any other port of thcfe provinces, I entertain- 
ed fo.ttic expcdlation of being agreeably furprifed at hklvoet. However 
all the naval drength which I could difcover, amounted only to ten capital 
lhip'3 : thefe indeed appeared to be clean and in good order, but with- 
but any modern improvement in their ftrudture. In this particular the 
DUTCH arc faid to be forty years behind the English ; nor ought we to 
be furprized, conlidering how great a decline there has been of dutch 
naval ftrcngth. Whether this wondrous change is an effedt of unavoid- 
able calamities j or of voluntary national defedtion from their antknt 
maxims of government, the reader will bell judge from the modern ac- 
counts of thefe PROVINCES. It is not one hundred years fince the 
Du rcH were able to vie with England ; and, towards the dole of tlic 
lall century, even in the time of peace, they thought it their interefl to 
employ between thirty- live and forty flnps of war. Upon an emergency 
they were able to fend a hundred fiil to lea : it was computed, that the 
fupport of thirty capital (hips then coll them annually only fix millions of 
guilders Perhaps the time is not far off wlicn they will be again obliged 
to fight at fea, as well as by land : but if this power is departed from 
them, which feems to be the cafe, and great Britain left to take care 
of hcrfclf, the larger portion of commerce mud fall to her fiiare, in order 
to the fupport of a greater naval force. This confideration feems to put 
us in mind of the prefent fituation of grea t britajn', anJ the ne- 
cefiity of application to our marine; not only as a counterbalance to the ac- 
cumulating llrcngth of trance, but as an eafy and natural expedient to 
compenfate for the infufiiciency of the dutch. 


I had the pleafure to find here a fniall Iquadi'on, with four yachts, be- 
longing to the crown of great Britain, under the command of lord 
ANSON, his BRITANNIC majcfty being expected to embark In a few days. 
This light gave me the more pleafure, as I had not feen a British ihip 
• of war lor near eight years before. It alfo afforded me an opportunity of 


* 5^0,000 1 . In Shglamu redt^ning five hundred men ine.rch liilp, it would be ;’io,oool. 

X X 2 
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feeing fome of my old acquaintances, particularly niy honoured friend 
captaiji EDWARDS, who commanded the charlotte yacht. I had no 
time to accept his civilities, as I embarked in the packet a thort time after 
my arrival there. 

The packets are built coramodioufly for paflengers, and have about 
fourteen beds, or cabbins. . In thefe vcllcls there feems to be a certain de-( 
gree of equality obferved between the officers and men, which llackens 
the reins of difclpline j and perhaps it is from the ffiortnefs of the paffiige,. 
that there is not fuch a regard to occonomy, as one would expedt where 
no merchandife arc fuppoied to be carried. They talk much of the dan- 
gerous navigation between iillvoet and iiarv/ich ; but at the lame 
time confels, that only one packet has been loft within the compafs of 
any memory. The 28th, after a paffage of twenty- two hours, the wind 
blowing hard from the call;, I landed at Harwich. 


PART 
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P A R T IV. 

MORAL and POLITICAL 

REFLEXIONS 

In relation to 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

G H A P. LII. 

Kcjltxhns on the ufc cf travelling. The difficulty of taking up a political 
faith. Thoughts on public love in a free fate. Trreligion the ordinary 
I'ource cf national calamities. 

/" |f"'' H A N K S to the goodnefs of providence, I am now returned iiU.') 

JL this HAPPY ISLAND j happy, in fpite of all it’s blemi/hes, com- 
pared with any country that 1 have yet been acquainted with. Per- 
fect happinefs moll certainly is not the lot of mortals on tiiis fide tlic 
grave : the portion of blifs, which heaven has granted to tliis country, 
like the diforders ariling from fanguine health, feems to create a fatiety, 
even in tliofe who liave a claim to the reward of virtue ; as if we were to 
learn from hence, that there is yet a belter country, whither vre are travel- 
ling, where only the mind can poiTefs an entire fatisfaCtion. 

The pafpige of a, merchant from one country into anotlier, in puihtii. 
of commercial affairs, ought not to be conlidcrcd in the fame light, as the 
travels of a man of letter^, in fcarch of arts or learning: but if in tlsc 
courfe of their obfervation they have lupj>oitcd one cornnurn I'ph it of 
national affediion j in .pro|^ortion to their advantages of education and n.r- 

t’Ji Jv.L 



350 KEFLEXIONS ON. T R AVEL L I N G Part IV. 

tural abilities, the effedl: will be in a great degree liniilar. Their own 
country muft neceffarily become the dearer to them, according as they 
difeover the fiiperiority it enjoys in laws and government above other na- 
tions. Being thus excited by a generous emulation, inftead of brhiging 
home the vices of other countries, they will drive to plant the virtues 
whicli are more peculiar to foreign climes, and not the proper growth of 
their own foil. 

The ravages of time, the rviins of cities, the defolation of countries, 
the tyranny of kings, the folly and iniquity of fubje^its in felling them- 
felves like beads to the daughter j with all tlie pernicious effects of arbi- 
trary power, mud, in a ferious mind, draw reflexions on the uncertainty 
of human affairs. By tracing thefe events, as near as poflible to their 
fource, the heart will be lifted up to the great autlior of nature, and adopt a 
coniitleut principle concerning the gbnkral law of his moral government, 
by obferving how vice is ever produ<5live of mifery. Thougli the diipen- 
fations of his providence are oftentimes incomprehenfible, yet tl)is otighc 
not to weaken a fleady perfuafion, that virtue is in every region, and under 
every govenmnent, acceptable to him ; " that what he delights in 
“MUST BE HAPPY,” howcver the face of things may appear. And to 
check every fond prefumption of independency, though we grafp the fleet- 
ing moments, it is but as to-morrow wlien a curtain will be drawn over 
all the glories, as well as the miferics of this world. In the meanwhile, 
whether we go abroad, or remain at borne j enjoy a profuflon, or medio- 
crity of the gifts of providence, wc arc travelling to another country. Our 
nobled fcicnce, our highefl: accomplifliment, our fupreme felicity, is the 
knowledge and obfervance of that compafs, v/hofe needle points to our 
proper home; to thofe regions, where millions of blefled fpirits inhabit ; 
where the eye will be fatisfied with feeing, the underftanding with know- 
ledge, ;iiid the heart with delights, of which this world can give but 
faint ideas, ' 

Whether hackneyed in the paths of gain apd ambition ; or purfuing 
the delights of a philofophic and religious caff of thought; .life ftill 
ebbs out much fafler than we can cafily difco\^r, or deal fairly enough 

with 
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widi ourfelves to acknowledge. But a day, an hour employed in the 
exercife of feafon, and the pradtice of religion, is, upon the whole, pre- 
ferable to an age wafted in foolifli purfuits which rife no higher than this 
world.* 

The foul is ever active : this world is its fcene, as a prelude to the next j 
fome ruling principle will always poffefs and lead us on to adlion. To he 
idle, and to be happy, is a contradidlion : but however employed, he 
has no mean lot who glides through life in tranquil filence, though unob- 
ferved. Perhaps he is one of the moft happy of men ; but all are not 
capable of this felicity. 

We cannot refledt too often, that “ True felf-love and focial are the 

fame f’ yet coniidering man as a unity, self muft, and ought to pre- 
don^u.atc. That is bell for him which is moft pvodudtive of his parti- 
cular Ivappinefs, with refpedt to the Icene in which he takes his part; and 
j!j which he is beft qualified to adl with dignity, and with a due regard to 
botli worlds. Wc are happy only when we are employed, and when fome 
PATtTicuLAR OBJECT govcms the leflcr pafilons and defires. The wife 
author of nature certainly intended that this object Ihould be himself, 
and that all the various connedlions of our animal, our focial, our intel- 
lectual nature, ftiould ultimately terminate in Iiim, and be fubfervient to 
this end. Here then let our cnquiiy reft : and fince every day brings 
eternity the nearer, the contemplation of that eternity ought in all reafon 
to encrcafe, as our hours are fleeting away. Witliout negledling the ordi- 
nary courfe of Jiis affairs, the merchant who is wii'e, will apply moft vi- 
gilantly to tliat bufinefs in which his whole fortune is Cmlrarked. 

As the peculiar happlnefs of this government leads every thinking fub- 
jedt to difclofe freely his fentiments, as far as he may judge them condu- 
cive to the national ^welfare, may I finifli my book with fome indul- 
gence of this fort ? But in fpeaking of public affairs, tlie mind ought, 
in a more peculiar manner, to be divefted of all prcpoffeffion, or it can 
arrfwer ho end but to adopt or confirm a principle, which, though true, 
lofts its diahhs by being) founded, in prejudice. If the rurffit of v/if- 
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dom and virtue is the proper bufinefs of life, we ought to examine before 
M'e pronounce fentence j and always to be diflldent where we have not 
had opportunities of knowledge. I am very fcnfiblc that even general' ic- 
ticxions on political intcreft, belong to thofe v.’ho are grown grey -in ex- 
perience, rather than for tranlient fpefl.itors. 

The knowledge which I have of my own country being acquired a- 
hroad, and very limited, the affairs of it i\ow appear to me in a great 
jneafurc as matter of enquiry and curiolity, as well as intereft. Things 
ever flrikc us moff while they are moft new ; the indulgent reader may 
confider me yet as a traveller, who gives his thouelits of things as their 
novelty, their variety, or their fingularity affedt him ; with fomc ditlii'.c- 
-tion however in regard to the motive, as well as fomc previous know- 
ledge derived from the early impreffions of youth. 

It is the happinefs of a free ffate, dire^fled by good laws, tiiat every 
member belonging to It is entitled to prote<5lion, fo long as he obeys thofe 
law's. The dignity he derives from hence raifes him in his ow’n effeem: 
this is apt to render him inquifftive iii matters of which he is not qualifi- 
ed to judge, and is the caufc of infinite lollies. Even thofe who are bred 
up in the knowledge of national affairs in England, are generally fvvay- 
ed by their prejudices in favour of fome pert'on or party j in the mean 
while the number of the judicious and unprcjudice*d is fo fmall, that a 
man has hardly any opportunity of learning hov.’’ to fettle his mind. 

How can it be imagined in an age in wliicli corruption abounds, not 
in ENGLAND onlv, but in every country, that only virtuous men lliould 
be in officer To rail at them, without conlidering the corruption of 
mankind in general, muff; render the complainant fufpedted of difeon- 
tent, - bccaufe he is not in office himfelf. .When the influence of the 
crown preponderates, and the meafures which are purfued do not imme- 
diately produce all the good we fondly expeded ; * the fubjeCis' who do 
not receive any pecuniary ADVAirrAGKS from the govenimer-t, for 
others have generally the wit to hold tlaeir* tongues, are 9 pt to cry 
<Gut againft the court, or again/t the minift^r, forgetting that tlie true 

fourcc 
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fource of national calamities, in a free Bate, is the venality and impiety 
of the people. 

It muft be apparent to men who make atiy obfervations, that tliofe who 
bellowed loud for liberty, and were impatient to pull down thofe in power, 
have generally given the fame offence tliemlelves, when they became 
veiled with authority j whence it has been natural to conclude, that the 
people were capricious, and not capable of contentment, or, with fornc 
few ex-ceptions, all equally corrupt ; and changed their principles, or 
their condufl, with their oirtward condition. 


Be this as it may, it is furpiiiing to me how little the people of this ifland 
generally feem to know of their own advantages and happinels. Complaints 
arc fo often the fubjeCf of difeourfe, even among the more fober part, 
tlv.it one would imagine the flate was under the greatefl diflrcfs, and in 
iniiViinent danger of ruin. “ How great, fay they, are the emoluments 
“ of (jfiiccs, a.'.ui how little is done for them ! vanity and ambition, and a 
‘‘ devotion to luxury, reign in the breads of thousands j and the rob- 
bery of tlicir country by every bafe artifice, is either openly ct.)untenan- 
ced ;ind protected, or connived at and left unpunifhed whillt the free- 
“ dorn evlablillicd in the original pUui of this government, ex ills in little 
“ more than a name. one peribn who even pretends to love his 

‘‘ country, there are a hundred wlio are cherillicd, if not openly applaudr 
“ cd, by their iriends or confederates, in confcqtiencc of tlicir fortune or 
“ adJrefs in piliaging the public. The way of doing this with dexterity 
“ and adtlrefs, is a fcicncc of the moll profitable kind. SiUtU we draw a 
“ curtain over our nakednefs, and hide cur lhame ? Alas it is too appa- 
“ rent to be an objedt of concealment ! Foreigners fee it, and will con- 
“ temn us till they perceive a change in our condition, by tlie exertion of 
“ national virtue. And what iatisfadtion ought it to afford us, if otlicr na~ 
tions are more vain and abandoned than this r Do w’c dedre to put on 
the fimc kind of chains as they wear, and with all the advantages of 
“ our glorious conflitution become yet more wretched than they ? Things 
“ are come to that pais, tiVat if this nation docs ex'^l, it mull hill fill a 
“ fieri hce to venality, and fife again out of its own aflics. Arc we not 
VOl. II. y y eighty 
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** eighty millions in debt, and confequently is not our credit plunged deep ? 

We are threatened with a war in a few years, but what meafures are 
“ taken to reduce that debt, and enable us to fupport a war ? ’Tis hatd to 
fav what all this will come to. Obferve the condufl of fonie men of 
“ the greateft quality in the kingdom ; perfons who in m any refpefts are 
“ worthy of great honour and edeem their rank and fortune fet them i.n 
a point of view to make their examples of the greated nroment; and 
YET thefe men indulge themfelves in a pafuon for gaming, in vioia- 
“ tion of thofe very laws they made themfelves, and by which the itatc 
** is to be fuppovted. What cun afford more delight to an ambiti' lu; 
“ FRENCHMAN, than to fcc fuch men pronxote a contempt of our 
“own laws by the weight of their example? If the great amufc 
“ themfelves with unlawful games, the lower cl assics of the people 
“ will have theirs alfo, and the breach of laws mull: termijiate m our 
“shame, our DisnoNoi.^K, our de-ceine, our ruin. Nor uill our 
“ feeming aihuence avail us, if by gradations of fpietjdid infamy, our 
“ very leaders condiud us into that flavery, under which almoft every na- 
“ tion of the world already mourns,” 

New what imprclllons ought a man to receive upon hearing fuch fort 
<:f complaints ? Are they true in the whole, or in part ? Are they the 
ciTccV' of pxVRTY xeal, cf EREjuDfCE, of a natural propenaty in the 
people of this country to murmur, notwitliflaiivling all the good tliey 
enj<.)Vj or a want of that very national love winch is the fubject of com- 
plaint; or in fhort, is it a compound of all thefe? Under our pixfcnt cir- 
cumdances, and tire riches and liberty which \vc really enjoy, complaints 
can mean no more '"ror his than this; that we are become fb weak as 
not to difeern cur own irucrcfl, orfo viciotrs as not to regard it any furtlrer 
tlran the prefeni; momentary gratidcation. If this he true in any degree, tlic 
evil is rather increafed than diminilhcd l>y fuch liberal complaints. Sojne 
may talk in this manner, from an hondl refentmt ut of national vices ^ 
yet it is to be doubted, whether their refentment is not hlciKicd with a 
flaare of that very immorality which is the fvbieib of complaint. That 
w'C pofTcTs a great deal of virtue is as clear as that we are a frdc people. 

^ . But 
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But that we have not virtue enough to be fo formidable^ or fecure as 
providence feecns to invite us to be, is tlie complaint of thofe who wiili 
well to their country ; pcrhaps-.it is equally mie alibj though it cannot 
be depionftrated fo eahly as prefumed. Surely it is a fault to indulge 
ourfelves in complaints at a venture, and to fling at men in public life, 
though we are tender of private characters. 

if to rob a nation by collufivc or injurious practices, is an atrocioun 
crlinc, with what confiflency can wc believe that thofe tvho pafs for Iro- 
r.ell men have been guilty of it ? Vvfo certainly ought to be tender in our 
nccnfitions of tins kind. Credulity does not argue any ftrengtli of judg* 
ment : tlu; virtue of the mind ever rifes or falls, with the charity which 
wc chcrilh or fupnrefs. 


'Fo confider things and perfons according to the common fenfe and rea- 
foii of mankind, There are few, very few, fiys a great author % wlio 
liave the oi’Portunity, and the will, and the ability to repre- 
U-nt things j huly. Bcfidc the matters of faef themfelvcs, there arc 
“ many circums r ance s which before fentence is pad, ought to be 
knowii aixl wchha), and yet fcarcc ever ca.\ be known but to the per. 
foil niMSF LF who is concerned. He may have other views, and ano- 
thcr fonfo of things th.an his judges have ; and what he understands, 
what lie f v/hat he intends, may be a Iccrct confined to Iia 

“ own brcafl.” if this is generally true in common life, it mull oiten 
liold, with regard to thofe who are charged with the cmvr.RN me n r oe 
A nation : their talk requires great labour and abilities ; and paipcr 
allowance mud be made for the imperfections of human nature, eineci- 
ally with regard to lire fallacies of men's judgments. Hence ir wc ought 
to be flow In believing injuiioufly of mankind in general on th.e authori- 
ty of dubious reports, or by opinions drawn from conkrqucnccs, without 
regard to the motives of afotion : by the calumnious echo oi words againfl 
men in high otTicc, avc are very fiibjeht to err witli regard to our morals, 
as well as our judgment. If our compl.iints jircvent that unanimity on 


* VVoo L A a T o N' OH tbc re^giou of nature. 
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which the good of every ftate depends, we may imagine ourfelves to be 
patriots, and yet do an injury to our country. 

In private life, a difpofition inclined to the fubmilTive, is not that which 
mnkes the greated edat j but it certainly is moft agreeable to the dignity 
of human nature, hecaufe it was pradlfed by him who was the great 
pattern of hinrum i>erfcdion. In fpite then of the fuggeftions of pride; 
this rule of conduft mu/c be the moil amiable. Ifi order to be free, is 
it nccei'firy to be querulous or turbulent ? Freedom mull arife from a Hca- 
dy, cvcj'i principle, a determined rcfolution not to offend againil our own 
minds, or, in other words, to adhere to what is right. To tliis we may 
add vi^nlance and care in our refnedive ilations, that thofe wlio arc our 

l> 4- 

immediate guardians take no Heps deilrudlive of our lafety. 


Our compainon for human .infir?vIit ins, is generally in proporlion 
to the deyree of knowleif’c wc hv.vc of human n at urk. I 'us coi.- 
^deration in coon minds, will check the Ipirit of national com- 
plaint upon trivial evidence, and confequently reilore a greater nation* 
al virtue. If thofe hours fpent in political fatyr, were applied to the cul- 
tivation of knowledge and virtue, even granting there is frequent occa- 
fion of complaint, what good might we nut expedt .? Among the lower 
dalTes of the people, comul.aints are fekloin without great igno- 
rance ; and thofe of the liigher rank generally include a iecret defiro 
of the emoluments pofiefled by the very perfons wlio are tlie fubjedis 
of fiicli COMPLAINT'S. And of whom fliouid we complain, but 
of ourfelves ? Wliat is our boaded cordlitution ? What our darling 
liberty, but that we cannot be ruinetl v/itJiout our own confent r W^s 
the making complaints the charadleriftic of virtue, we fhould then be 
our TAvn panegyrifls ; but Hill they would aiirwer little pmrpol'e till we 
brought that virtue into adtion. One vigorous and well concerted re- 
monilrancc of a real evil, muH be ever more effcdtual than a tIioufan 4 
vague complaints, * • 


If we -confider that this is a mixed government, and that the parts 
..f which it is compofed are numerous, we may indulge a- jealoufy ; 

* but 
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But hard words can be warrantable only when the iniquity is flagrant. 
Let us call to mind the advantages we enjoy above any people in the 
world, and that the flaws in fome charadters and difpofltions, are hid by 
the luftre of thofe virtues and talents which fliine forth in others. Jf we 
ever looked to our own rather than to our nkighbours faults, the ft ate 
would CERTAiNi-Y be the better ; for nothing is more plain than this, 
that every individual, who governs his life by the rules of right reafon, 
contributes to the government of the kingdom. We all know that go- 
vernment muft be maintained, power mufl be lodged fomewhere. We- 
know that we enjoy liberty j thofe who doubt whether we are free or 
n ot, certainly do not know what flavery is. 


The {pirlt of conteft in the different branches of the legiflative body of 
this iiland, feems to fubfidc j and yet it is remarkable, tliat the words 
“ public debt” arc no fooncr mentioned, than the people ftart, as if they 
faw an apparition : talk of obedience to the laws, and they fliake their 
hc.ids and cry, “ Alas, the laws are trampled upon.’' If this repofe means 
an unioii of councils, it is a happy circumftance with regard to the 
DLJrr, as well as to that libcrtinifm againft whicli we have reafon to com- 
plain. It cannot be prefiuncd that fuch an union will decline into a lupine 
iicgligcnce, much lefs be employed to diftrefs the ftatc. 


It may be obferved further, tliat many of the people of this islaxi>, 
who have high notions of liberty, are offended at tiie name and power of 
a FIRST MINISTER, as onc of the great officers of the ftate is generally 
called. They figure to themlelvcs that his power is very extenfive; and, 
from an obfervation of the ftrong connexions betwT-en his office and 
their own reprefentatives, imagi-ac that he may do wiiatf.vi.r 


HE 


PLEASES : but as, in fiCl, he does not every thing they think is right; 
they conclude immediately, that he is omiffive in his duty ; purfues the 
gratifications of his own ambition ; and therefore his power tends ratlier 
to deftrby, than fupport the Gommon-w'ealtli. 


Opinions taken up in a Jiurry, and with prejudices, are hardly ever jufti 
with, regard to perfons, or ^things. A miniftcr, who flici; Jd liappen to he 

a man 
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a limn of very great parts, and very great diliiinulation and ambition, 
is indeed an object of jeajloUvSY j but if the people are true to them- 
ieives, bow can fuch a man fupport himfelf in his power? We mull: be 
the inilruments of our own ruin whenever that happens. But, on the 
other hand, let us conllder this office in the hands of a man, who means 
well, whofe ambition is apparently limited, and whofc private charafler, 
has nothing dangerous in it ; and he will appear as nccelTary, as he is a va- 
luable I'ubjed:. Liberty, in the higheif fenfe, has been ideal ever fince the 
crime of our firil parents, \vc can only preferve fuch a portion of it as we 
jullly dignify by that venerable name. To prevent perplexities in the 
councils of a tiation, and irrcfblution in the conduct of government, it is 
become neccilltry in fonie mcafure th.it there Ihould be, as I believe there 
is, in almoft every department of the government, a perfon whom they 
call a LEADfXG MAN. I'liis fcems to be tlic natural effcdl of fuperloi* 
talents, or lupcvior indiriVi-y; feme diftinguiffied power of doing good, or 
at Icatl a reputation of integrity and dffinterelleilncfs : thefe men are not 
liowever the lords, but the fervants of the public ^ and fo long as they 
btliave wkh moderation, .and in the general tenor of their condneb, a^'f 
with a view to the good of focicty, though with fonie iniperfeclions, 
oufht they not to be conlidered as ufeful, and even as eficntial to the 
well bcins of the hate ? Thus the matter will reit on t’ne degree of vice 

*w> 

or imperredlion, that iljould render a minifler odious or dilagreeablej and 
in our eilunate of fuch defeats, we muft compare men with men, 
and not with angels. 


With regard to the legiflative body of this nation, the firh miniher, 
for this is the term tliat all parties adopt, I prefume is a kind of repre- 
fentative on htbalf of the regal prerogative, and his office as fuch is un- 
dcrhcod to reconcile the difficulties that may occur concerning the inter- 
exVs and inclinations of the fovercignand his fubjeils. How any particu- 
lar man arriv'cs at this office, is as eafy to comprebesid, as that kings, like 
other men, chufe fuch inilruments for their purpoles as they think beft ; 
and fometimes they chufe with great propriety. If there was no fuch 

one AGAINSJ* itj and 
might 


.perfon for the crown, it feems as if there would be 
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might not HE hurt the conititution yet more, fince it is a principle efta- 
blilhed, that the ftaie muft he Supported by monarchical, though limit- 
ed power? 


Air periods of time produce a numerous train, of difcontented fubjeits, 
fome WITH, and many more without reafon. Pavtiality to our own 
Emits is apt to make us aferibe the evils we fuffer, real or imaginary, to 
any caufc, rather than to our own vices and imperfections. Tlic com- 
panion of characters renders them odious or amiable j but we ought not, 
I tc.lnk, to judge from a few' choice Ijiirits, but conlidcr what is the ge- 
nera* turn of a people. 


LiiiEPvT Y, natksial honour, or wdiatevcr idea of moral excellence charms 
u;;, licvcr did, nor never can exift long without virtue. Virtue is the 
only flab’e foundation on winch the bappinefs ot a private man, a fami- 
ly, or a nation can lie built. The experience of all age.s proves, that 
every refinement foreign to this motive, muft ultimately terminate in ru- 
in. Vdee may reign for a feafbn j but the fupreme governor of the world 
will vindicate his authority: and though this does not alw'ays happen 
within the flioit compafs of human life, yet national vices have been 


cvcrconedcd bv n,\ r von a i. calamities, and I prefume ever will be fo. It 
cannot pot ably be .oi.iKrvviic in the nature of things; lor if there is a 
CJoD who governs the world, >vith rwfpcct to men religion muft be the 
rule of that govcrnmciit. 'I hc coercive power of human Icgiflatures 
can no more lupport a fiate without tlie fuperior law of religion, than 
due order can be mainNiincd where the jutlge is as corrupt as the crimi- 
nal, or the father us vicious as his (^ifendintv fon. The hillorv of the 
world proves this alTei tion, and I I'ciievc it is generally found rruc, that 
fome evils which haipncn to tlvc body polidc, .have a great analogy .witli 
wounds in the natural l.'ody ; that is, that they prove extremely diiKcult to 
cure wdien the habit is ba.fl, though they might otherwile be eaiily healed. 


True politics arc undoubtedly built on true religion : a nation long ac- 
cullomed to be governed by laws founded in reafon, and a defence of 
the rigllts of mankind, cannot fubmit to any other, without the cm- 

ulfivc 
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vulfive pangs of expiring liberty. But it is as eafy to conceive that any 
Hate may be diffolvcd by the iimnorallty of the people, as that there are 
countries, which having once been free, now groan under arbitrary pow- 
er, Let the niileries of fueh countries be truly^known, and a free ♦nation 
will tremble at every a'il of iniuilicc that may pi'oduce them. W hat a - 
vails the iiiperiority of thifrconllitution, il the virtue in which it is founded,- 
does not continue to fupport its influence ? The notion of liberty would 
only .ferve to delude us with an imaginary phantom j the real excellency 
of it MUST cvx'r be connected with the hearts and minds of tiic people 
correfponding with the laws j their knowledge and riches being only 
means fubfervient to its fupport. 

W^ere we to lole oiur vtrtijf,, in the ftritttefl fenfe, wc mufl our li- 
berty ajib- The arbitrary power wiaicii prevails in fomc otbei nation, 
W'ould be a compuiiive means of employing their if length to oui ruin j 
whihl our ii-ccdom of with-hokllng cur aaiHaucc in liipport of the coui- 
monwealth, might, by our aciing contrary to the apparent dcfigns of pro- 
vidence, prepare an eafier way to theu* conquefl, if wc did not, fall by 
our own hands. In proporlibn to the dilobcdience of laws, tlivii'c oi l.u.i- 
xnan, by the obfervance of wiiich the conffiiution lias been io longaiul fo 
happily fupported, it mufl tend to its dilfolution j for the conn ary of that 
which fet it up mull throw k down again. 1 think nothing can be more 
dcmonflrablc than this ; if i-IBI^R ITNIsm is carried to a ccitain CiCgice, the 
coERCivii power mufl become arbitrary, in the ligil fcnie of that 
word. A nation which has not virtue enough to be ruled by the laws 
of rczCon, mufl fubmit to military force, as is now the cafe of much 
t'ne rreateft part of the world. Thus liberty ceafes, and when that 
is "one, it is no impropriety to fay tile nation is undone. Has cv^er Co 
iurnaidalv'c a Hate as this fallen but under the weight of its owm vices r 
Great ivionarchies have been diflblved only by great corruption and civil 
difeordi fo that the Almighty has certainly anne.\cd temporal • fciicities 
to nations, as well as eternal rewards to men, in confcquence of their 
virtue. 


I hope 
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t hope this nation will continue great and happy, till time fhall end his 
reign j but if the inferutable wifdom of providence has ordained the pe- 
riod of BRITISH happinefs to draw to an end, by any rgtle of his go* 
verhment of : which we have no experience, we inuft fubmit to the de- 
crees of heaven: but as it will ever be in our power, lam fu re it ought 
to be in our choice, to welcome an honourable heath, rather than 
INGLORIOUS CHAINS. If wc DO fail, our hearts ought to bleed as vic- 
tiriis to liberty and virtue. 

The name of a free ftatc has Ibmetliing divine lodged in it: whilft e- 
VERV ONE is follicitous to preferve every one, they perform the office 
of a guardian angel. On the other hand, where public fpirit ceafes to 
prevail in the minds of a people} how can they long fubfift in that ftate 
without arbitrary power? The notion of a public fpirit cannot be confined; 
its obje<3: is ages part:, and it looks fdiward to the verge of Time. We have no 
certainty how long the world will laft, and little can we prefume on the 
cxifteiice of a particular nation, however wife the government of it may 
be : but how much greater is the probability of that cxiflcnce than of the 
duration of any particular man’s life? Man, as confidered feparate from tiie 
community, is in the mojfl emphatical fenfe “ a thing of nought; his time 
“ paiTcs away like a ffiadow :” but with regard to the duties of Ibciety he 
not only exifts as long as time, but is partaker of a glorious immor- 
tality. 

What conllltutcs the greatnefs or goodnefs of a man but his regard to 
the lociety ? or why is a prince called good, and his people ready to of- 
fer themfelvcs as victims for his fafety, but as he honours, loves, and 

refpefts the community of which he profefles to be the guardian ? 

* 

The prefent and future happinefs of individuals, as well as the felki' 
ty of the ftate, are all intimately dependent on each other. True politc- 
nefs is but humanity* refined, which ultimately centers in charity ; 
PUBLIC LOVE is but the fame CHARITY adapted to the dignity and prof- 
perity of die communi^ 5f which we are members. A free govern- 
ment is moreover the ftiltetof nature, witli regard to tlie equality of men 
VoL. il. Z 2 and 
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and theif common rights: public love cannot be feparated from the 
idea of fuch a Hate j and as the notion of this love implies a dclire of the 
virtue and temporal felicity of men, it is analogous with that charity 
v/hich the ALMIGHTY has appointed as the great rule of condui!:, 
and WITHOUT w'hich he has given mankind no title to eternal hap- 

The liberty for which we pretend to be ready to die, neccllarily includes 
the love of pofterity j but an immotierate tendernefs of ourfelvcs, on the 
NARROW PRINCIPLE of a vicious felf We, is injurious to pofterity. Up- 
on this NARROW principle it is, that we do not confent to a fmall change 
of our manner of life, that would enable us to fupport tlie flate in greater 
fiifety, reputation, and fplendor. Without a fubmiftion to feme adls of fclf- 
denial, we can neither be politically nor morally virtuous ; w'e cannot fup- 
port fuch an equality of ftrength, nor fuch a confiftency of condudt, as are 
eflential to the maintenance of fo admirable a conftitution as ours j nor be 
enabled to guard againft the over-bearing infojence and fuperior nnmbers 
of our enemies. It muft needs be, that either we are not aware of the 
end of the courfe we run j or we do not mean W'hat we fay, when we talk 
of Ipilling cur blood in the caufe of liberty. If the former, w'c only 
want cenfideration : If the latter, we want everything for which life 
ought to be defirable. 

It is a very familiar, but no Icfs jult thought, which we find in a 
late celebrated writer % in allufion to the prefent flate of things in this 
ISLAND. There have been times of much greater danger than the pre- 
fent j yet if we coidider what the ordinary confequcnces of human actions 
are, and by what means nations, yet more formidable than this, have 
come to ruin, wc fliall underftand the force of wdiat the author has re- 
marked : “ From their railleries, on the barbarity and mifery of our 
“ ISLAND, one cannot help reflecting on the furprfeing fate and revolu- 
“ tion of kingdoms: how Rome, once the millrefs of the world, the feat 
“ of arts, empire, and glory, now lies funk in iioth, ignorance, and povej- 

* Dr. MIDOJ.ETOS'S life of cjcERff. * Miming the antkht ROMA ws. 
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“ ty i erifla’Sred to the moit emel, as well as to the tnoft contemptible of 
“ lyrantsj fuperftkion, and religious impofture ; whilft this remote country, 
“ anticntly the jeft and contempt of the polite komans, is become the 
happy fcat of liberty, plenty, and letters, flourifliing in all the arts and 
“ refinements of civil life j yet running perhaps the fame courfe, which 
ROME itfelf had run before it j from virtuous indufliy to wealth, from 
“ wealth to luxury, from luxury to an impatience of difcipline andcorrup- 
tion of morals J till, by a total degeneracy and lofs of virtue, being 
grown ripe for deflrudion, it fall a prey at lafl: to fome hardy oppref- 
for ; and, with the lofs of liberty, lofing every thing die that is valu- 
able, link gradually again into it’s original barbarifm.” 

Human nature being ever the fame, to form a juft idea of things, wc 
muft trace them to their fountain. Self-prefervation is the firft and ftrong- 
eft law in nature. What is our duty in obedience to this law ? We know 
that a nation is compofed of many individuals, who have one common 
intcreftj that the different ranks, employments, and circumftances of a peo- 
ple, arc only means ellcntial to the fupport of the public; and that every 
condition of life has its peculiar happinefs, as well as mifery. Providence 
has been indulgent to us all ; do we move on this great plan, and accord- 
ing to the orders of that providence ? Do we not rather vie with each 
other, not who fliall be wifeft, but who fluill excel inoft in vanities and 
expenlive follies ; and thus deviating from the great principle laid down, 
at leaft, prepare a way for ruin ? 


CHAR LIII. 

Tbe prevalency of example. The great riches and advantages which this 
SSL AViO enjoys. A militia proper as the guard of thefe national bUf 
Jings.. 

I T is a general, and perhaps juft complaint, that whilft we aim at ima- 
ginary perfcdlion in theory, our real conduct falls ftiort of the virtue 
that is prtufticable, and within our reach. Superior opportunities of know- 

Z z a ledge 
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ledge ought to produce fuperior degrees of virtue: and can it be expcdlcd, 
that the lower clafles of the people will be virtuous, whilibthe higher neg- 
ledt to inllru^t them by their example ? The reformation of manners calL 
ed for by one part of the nation, and univerfally acknowledged to be ne-. 
ceflary, mull then be moft countenanced by perfons in the eminent 

life ; a gradation to the lower clafles will be eafy and familiar. 

Umler the laws and the fovercign, perlbns of high rank and great fortunes 
are the parents and guardians of the people : in their hands more imme- 
diately is depolited that glorious plan which our great anceflors have tranl- 
niitted to us : if tiiev are not careful to preferve it from violation, what 
are we to expert from the dregs of the people ? 

Cuftom and imitation geneniliy preferibe and fupport the rule of 
men's condud; } and what have been the conlequences of the modern cul- 
tom of following a continued round of amufements by perfons of dif- 
tindion of both fexes, but idiencis and vice of every denomination among 
the lower dais ? The prefent fafliionable manner of life, to minds 
yet unformed, muft, in the very nature of things, enervate that firm 
and ferious cafl: of thought, which is the true fource of virtue and pub- 
lic love. When the foberer duties of life become as things accidental, 
and which w’e have no inclination to attend to, it ought not to be expedt- 
ed, that the interell: of the community will be regarded If the duty we 
owe to one private family be irklbme, what muft be the confidcration of 
that which we owe to a million of families ? If rellidon is the true foun- 
dation of virtue in queftion j will it not ftartle us to think of the in- 
conflderable number of opulent families in this island, that inculcate the 
TEAR OF GOD in the minds of their numerous dependents, as a principle 
tft'ciitial to the well-being: of the ftatc ? 

Heaven has been indulgent to men, by endowing them with an imi- 
tative faculty; though our perverfenefs often converts that faculty in- 
to a curfe. Example can certainly make faints or devils; and every 
day’s obfervation muft convince us, that ther» is a generous pride in 
hurnsua nature, which perpetually carries us ^o. worthy adioits* when 
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the pattern is fet before our eyes : efpecially if by a (kilful conduft it 
is brought down to the level of our comprehenfions. Nothing, can 
ftirike more forcibly on the minds of the lower orders of men, than 
the perfbnal attention, and religious, as well as humane conduct of the 
rich, the wife, the noble, in that vaft fcene of adtion, the public good. 
It is this which affords infinite entertainment to the different dilpofitions 
and capacities of men, paiticularly of thofe whom providence, by a libe- 
ral indulgence, has, in a more peculiar manner, appointed for thi;, great 
work. The meafures of compulfion, in a free flatc, canjiot, in all rc- 
fpedls, quadrate with the minds of the cominon people, more than vdth 
perl'ons in high life. Public love, fo little underflood in arbitrary govern- 
vernments, muft be a free effort of the mind, and brought into adlicn 
by the force of a virtuous example. 

It is undoubtedly true, in the prefent flatc of mankind, that the pure 
dldlatcs of rcafon and religion are infufiicient to the fupport of any flatc, 
^vithout tlie coercive power of human laws ; the afiill.ince of thole laws 
mull be frequently CJiiled in j and happy is that people, W’ho are obe- 
dient to them ; but flill example will never lofe its force, whilfl human 
nature continues the fame. 

I have often heard this nation deferibed, as a country where no-body “ 
regards the laws. Whatever degree of truth there may be in this hailli 
iroputotion, it is certain that numbers are obliged to fubmit to them j or 
the gallows would not exhibit fb frequent and fo hideous a fpedade ! 
How ought we to endeavour, by every art of example and PERsuAsio>i» 
to do that which experience evinces cannot be elTebled by force ? 

It is really amazing to confider, how much the lower claffes of the peo- 
ple are taught to break the laws of this country. The fa^l is, that the end 
propofed by many of the laws is continually defeated ; and that by means 

*Thecoridu£l of fdmeof cur peopiC hn* fometfmes brought to my memory a convcrfiition of no nr>t:tnc 
between a certain peribn of difiin^lion and a pox 15 h lord ; the latter maintained that tht tclss 
enjoyed the moft jiberty of nny pcojple iothe world, and might be properly denoininaied the only free 
nation : the other replied, that he knew a people fuperior to the meaning th; K^^AI^>sucK 5 i 

for, fays he,* thefc itay not only kir| but alfo cat Ont another. 
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so REFINED, tliat, one would imagine, here were people, who make the 
evafion of laws a regular ftudy, and ia which they acquire a greater 
proficiency, tlian others in making laws. Is it the excellency o'r 
de&dl of this conftitution, that the legillature is fo tender, in puaith- 
ing offenders for bale fubterfuges and equivocations, in regard to the 
laws ? 

In confequencc of the common people being thus taught the art 
of violating laws, liberty is frequently converted into licentioufnefs, or at 
leall a neglect of that condudl which tlie laws require for the good of the 
WHOLE COMMUNITY'. Whatever they do not find for their private con- 
venience, they are apt to think a violation of their freedom. Thus they 
negle<5t the cultivation and improvement of their manners j and hence it fol- 
lows that foreigners are apt to obferve, that the liberty of England is 
confined to thofe who have no property 

To trace thefe lellcr evils to their Iburce, we fliall find they arife from 
others, w'hich are of greater moment, but pafs uncorredlcd. Can the art- 
ful defeat of the intention of the legillature be a fubjedt of w'onder, 
when the informer is held, in fome degree, infamous ; here alfo the 
want of example feems to threaten us. Informations have, no doubt, 
been often proftituted to villainous purpofes j hence the common people, 
who have no immediate lhare in making laws, adopt it as a kind of prin- 
ciple of honour to conceal the tranlgrefiion of them Men of cdu- 

^ 1 remember the ftory of an English gentleman, who, being jud come from p.^RIs, complained loud- 
ly of the infolcncc of the footmen in London, and wiflied to fee fome of them pulled from behind their 
mailer’s coaches. His father, who was a master of the great sci e nce of liberty, reproved him, 
by obferving, that though it was true, many of thefe men were very infolent, this abufe ought to be 
regarded as a natural effbd of liberty in vulgar minds ; that tlte remedy of this might be worfe than the 
difeafe ; for the authority which fhoiild extend to pul! thi ii/otman from behind the coach for fuch of- 
fences, might alfo pull the mafler out of it. In oppofition to this inftance of sbufed liberty, what fhall we 
fay of the infoicnee of arbitrary power, where fervants partake of the authority of their mailers, and even 
in fopolicea city as par is, men in high rank and office feem to delegated kind of arbitrary power to 
their doineflics; and perhaps the footmen there arc frequently more infolent than thofe of London. . 

« What /alle notions cf honour prevail in fome countries, even among the better fort of people! I 
have been told in Portugal, that, if the murderer of the father has taken ilielter under the roof of 
the fon, he thinks himf If bound in honour, if not to protett him, (;i fereen him from juftice, till he is 
iaftly removed from fuch ho^fe which lias been thus ciio(en as an afylurn. ' • 


cation 
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cation and fentiment fee the abfurdity of this proceeding : they know that, 
next to the law-giver, the moft valuable member of the community is 
HE, who executes the laws with juftice ; and that he, who, upon a prin- 
ciple’ of public love, will not be an idle fpedtator of the breach of them, 
comes in for tile next rtiai-e of honour. But whether it is from a jealoii- 
ly, that he who is charged with the execution of the laws will not per- 
form his DUTV j or from a daflardly fear of the rcfentment of thofc who 
tranfgrefs ; how rare is it to hear of any information being lodged by a gen- 
tleman, though he is always fuppofed the bed judge of the propriety of 
fuch complaints, and his veracity moll: to be depended on ? 

Happy is it for us, that, if we will not exert ourfelves in fetting good ex- 
ample, we are reftrained in fome polite mifehiefs ! Measures are taken 
to lix fome bounds to idlcnefs and diflipation at lead in that part of the 
day which in all ages, and in all civilized countries in the world, has 
been ever devoted to inllrudlion, to domeflic oeconomy, and all the va- 
rious duties of fober life. It ought to be prefumed, that even the young 
and gay, will chearfully fubmit to fo falutary a law. 

It is fome confolation alfo to refledf, that our deviations from virtue are 
not conflant, we fympatliize with the inequality of our climate j fo that 
fuppofing virtue at prefent to be in r.o great veneration, it may become 
fafhionable again. Nor ought the mod ferious to imagine, that we are 
without a large portion of it. To believe the contrary, is not only an in- 
judice with regard to the people at large, but it would alfo weaken the 
caufe of virtue, by mifreprefentiug the drength of her forces. 

t 

If the motives derived from the fear of national punldiment, do not in- 
fpire us with a higher fenfe of public love, yet we can never forget the. plca- 
fures and advantages we enjoy. Wc ought to make thefe a motive to gia- 
titude, fo as to produce the fame effedt. Look round, and furvey the noble 
drudlurcs, and the profufion of their ufeful, their magnificent, their fuperb 

appendages in tliis great metropolis. Confider the flourifliing date of eve- 

* 

^ Aft for preventing houfej of diverfion being opened till five In the evening. 
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.ry branch of learning, art, arid fcience. Let us fend our thoughts abroad 
•to the numerous regions of the earth, to which our commerce is extended, 
and from whence fuch fources of wealth flow in upon us. Let us conlider 
what an encreafe of riches our American colonics produce, which is fb 
much the more valuable, as it is more independent of the politics of other 
nations. But, above all, let us contemplate the beauteous face of this 
ISLAND, and the various delights it affords : the noble fabrics, with 
the feveral proud monuments of antiquity, in almoft every part of Eng- 
land : gardens unequalled by any in the world j mines rich in fuel and 
ufeful metals j hills and vallies, rivers and feas, all confpiring to render us 
rich and happy. The almighty feems to have made choice of this 
ISLAND as the great granary of Europe and America®-. He has ena- 
bled us alfo to befriend mankind, in cloatliing them in every quarter 
of the globe. Our wool is computed to ne-ar twelve mlUiojis when ina- 
nufa<5liired > this is four times the revenues of one of the greateft em- 
pires ‘ in the world, and which now feems to hold the balance of Euro- 
pean power. 

But when we confider the admirable laws to which we arc fuhjeff, the 
good government we are under, and the pure religion we profefs, can wc 
forbear exulting in the thought of being born members of fuch a commu- 
nity, or fending up our prayers in incenfc of gratitude, and begging 
that generations yet unborn may enjoy all tliefe good things ? Shall we 
however prefume to ask. this bleflingj and at the fame time indulge a 

« I am not rightly acquainteil with the computation of our growth of corn. The bounty allowed by 
rarliament in one year amounted to one hundred and fixty ihoufand pounds at live lhilling.s a quarter, 
which is ofiC hundred and twenty eight thoufand tuns exported in one fpecks of grain only. Some late politi- 
cal remarks in relation to taking olF the bounty are much laboured upon this principle, that it niakts bread, 
and confequeiitly labour^ dearer ; but there is not a word mentioned of ihe induiiry it has been the cauTc 
of promoting ; of the improvement of the lands, nor that the cheaper we fell our bread, like other 
comtnodUies, the gteaterwill be the demand abroad ; and lalUy, jhat the price of labour, though great, 
inight not be lowered to the benefit of the nation. It may perhaps provl' more than is neceflary ; but 
it is a fail, that, among the minuCiAurers, tliey do much the lealt work when provifions are cheapell, 
and conlequcntly wer: provifions cheaper, the end is defeated. Be this as it may, I am perfuaded, that 
if the national account was dated with regard to the bounty on corn, we Ihould fiind ourlelvfs very con- 
jSderablfi gainers by this public cxpencc, ^ e^ssja. 
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coiidu<Sl derogatory to religion, and repugnant to thcfe laws ? Widi what 
coniiftency can we alk it, whilft we know that immorality has fubvertcd 
ihonarchies through all ages of the world ? It mud: then be prefumed upon 
the whole, that every fubje£t will ftand felf-condemned, or fliun tliolc 
adiions which tend to hurt the community of which he is himfclf a mem- 
ber } and, as far as in his power, promote the general good. Thus he 
will encreafe his own felicity, and whilft the feenp of his temporal joys is 
enlarged. It will naturally be attended with a firm perfuafion of a glorious 
immortality. 

There is yet one rcdedlion which flows from a general view of our cir- 
cumftanccs. Nothing can be held without certain conditions of tenure ; 
happily for mankind, nations arc generally apt to think more highly of them- 
fclves tlian of others ; and in that opinion they might remain felf-fatisfied, if 
the other paflions were at reft j but that feldom happens. A people diftin- 
guifhed aniong the nations of the earth, niuft expedl to be the occafional 
objeCl of envy, if not of ambition. VVe are led both by reafbn and expe- 
rience to know that thcfe paflions are the chief motives of war j and that 
they cio in fa6l produce Avars almoft periodically. It is not the politics of 
this nation to attempt the conqueft- of any country in Europe ; and tlic 
waters which furround us arc a great fecurity againft invafion. But do 
the fame reafon and experience teach us, that this juft lyftem of poli- 
tics, or even that the waters and our fliips are fo fecure a fafeguard, un- 
der the feveral accidents to which naval affairs arc fubjc<fl, as die li- 
berty and riches of this nation, or, in other words, the juft efteem vve 
ought to have for ourfelves, demand ? If they are not, w'e feem to need a 
tnilitia. 

Pi'ovidence, within a fliort period, confounded a formidable attempt 
againft us : we might have defeated that attempt in the ordinaiy courfe 
of things i but if one expedient had failed, we ftiould, methinks, have an- 
other at hand, on which we might make a reliance. I hope we have 
viftue enough left, to truft ourfelves with arms : it is high time to reform, 
if we have not. We cannotjndeed fupport a very large army, nor is it deemed 
VoL, TI, A a a proper 
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proper we fhould. At the fame time experience proves, that the friend- 
fliip of other nations is not to be relied on j and that princes feidom do any 
thing for each other but upon mercenary principles. We are in the neigh- 
bourhood of a formidable power, and know their temper and difpofkion. 
Could we be fure of foreign fuccours upon any extremity, ^vould it be proper 
to tvufl to the courage, or ftrength, or honefty of fuch foldiers, to fight our 
battles at our own doors j when property, religion, and even liberty might 
be at dake ? And if fuch an ally were able to protect us, there could be 
no folk! fecurity againll his exadling what conditions he pleafed for the 
defence he had afforded ? Hifftjry, 1 believe, furnilhes us with reafons to 
be jealous of foreign forces iti this illand. 

If it is power w^hich governs ftates ; if no compadt, or law, except 
the law of arms, can ordinarily anfwcr the events which happen to na- 
tions in confcqucnce of invafions and wars j if monarchies, humanly 
ipeaking, ftand on this foundation y fhoukl we not adapt our ftrength, in 
Ibme meafare, to the worth of the objedt to be defended ? If men were 
more in a ffate of nature, nations would fufter each other to be at reff . But 
I am afraid the golden age never exiffed fince the fall, thoi\gh fome na- 
tions in the world, from their virtue, their fituation, and the genius of 
their ncighboin s, may have enjoyed, for ages, an uninterrupted peace. In 
the prefent condition of ku rope, and the corruption of mankind, what 
ffate can long promife itfelf that happinefs ? The depravity of its inhabi- 
tants will not permit it. All we can do is to live as if we defired peace j 
but were neither afraid of war, nor unable to bear tlie inconveniences 
which attend it 5 leaft of all ffiould we be unprepared for IclLdcfcncc. 

Numerous armies arc every w'here kept up on the continent : there 
are aVfo few places of any moment, but what are well fortified. If we 
HAVi; a fufHcient bulwark by means of our faips, it is certainly better to 
learn how to ufe rlic (buttle and plowfhare, than tl^e fword j but if our 
ffftps are not fuflicient to put us entirely on an etpiality, or render us fu- 
perior in ff rengtir to other princes, there is, at leaft there feems to be, fome- 
thing wanting to our fecurity. Perhaps it will b.>' cur fortime to rnake war 

again 
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again upon the continent j a militia, were it well ordered, could in fuch 
Ciife, be np unhappy appendage to thofe advantages which nature lias fo 
liberally bellowed on this ifland. However the notion may be exploded 
eoncerning i rance’s afpiring at univerfal monarchy, it is, I believe, un- 
denied, that the genius of that people ever leads them to milita- 
ry exploits : this does not promife any good to themfeives or to mankind 
in general, but fo it is : they are bred to arms, and delight in them : 
they are adlive, enterprifing, and never long at reft. How often have 
they loft fifty or an hundred thoufand men in purfuit of a point, wliich, 
if obtained, could be of no confequence to the happinefs of the people 
of FRANCE? Beftdes, their defire of conqueft for the glory of their 
moniu'ch % or, in other words, for their own vanity, however a fantaftic 
a principle it may be, is generally as ftrong on their minds, as the jealous 
care of fccuiing our liberty, is, and ought to be, among us. 

But granting that a militia, fuch as would be eftcntially ferviceablc, 
might be attended with fome inconveniences : it may ftill be afked, is this 
ifland in a ftate of proper defence ? If it is, it feems reafonable to think 
wc are beft as we are j if it is not, there is one common intereft, ab- 
ftradled from all the low principles of contending parties, which calls on 
us to redify this part of our oeconomy. 

Nations have been undone by indolence ; and by their ignorance of the 
ufe of arms, as well as for want of courage. If gentlemen of property, me- 
chanics, or men bred to and fupported by labour and every lioncft art of 
induftiy, w'ere taught how to defend their own houfes againft a foreign 
enemy, if fuch ftiould dare invade the illand, fureiy they could be no ob- 
ieds of jeaiouly or fcar to the nation. Should we be fo loft to all fenfe of 
duty to ourfblves, as to employ the means of our security to our own 
DESTRUCTION ? Such muft cvcry attempt be deemed which is injurious 
to the prefent family on the throne, or to the prelent conftitution : but if 
the intereft of the fovereign and his people are the fame, that whicli will 

This notion at prefent feems be langaid, but mull neccfliri’v revive wbenev^r their king be- 
€om<;5 popular, unicfs they changcj|their genius anJ government, 
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fecure their intereft, muft eftabliih his ahb. There is reafon enough to 
think diat in the cafe before us, the crown is as much interefted as the peo- 
ple. But it feems to have been the peculiar unhappinefs of this nation, to 
entertain jealoufies on this fubjedt, fometimes without reafon, and, Vhat 
is wbrfe, fometimes with reafon. It may be hoped for the future no caufe 
will be given for fufpicions, which prepare the way for national evils.' 
There have been men, whofc condudl no lover of liis country can men- 
tion without forrow, men who tired of tlieir own happinefs, and regard- 
lefs of the general goosl, chofc to run the greateft rifk of being miier- 
able, out of a wanton dclire of change. And arc tlicre yet remaining 
fuch perfons, whofc fccret inclinations arc the caufe of obflrvnfling thofe 
meafurcs wdiich the wifdom of the government might otherwife think 
neceliary to our prefervt fcciirity, or to that of poftcrity ? 

The fafety of nations, under providence, is their vigilance, and care in 
providing themfelves with that which experience proves to be moll clTcntial 
to their defence, that is, money, and men inured to toil and difeipline. The 
genius of the r.RrTisii nation is military, yet jt feems as if eafe and plen- 
ty had rendered us iu fome refpedls averfe to arms, and that we have 
more occafion for a fpur than a bridle. But it is confelTcd tliat we make 
a brave figure in fighting abroad, for our friends, fhould not we at lead: 
LEARN howto fight for ourfelves, when much more may be at flake 

Many of the officers of our army are not only perfons of the firfl qua- 
lity, but men of the greateft bravery and fenfe of honour. There are 
fome of confiderable property; and it feems to be an indignity to fup- 
poJ'e that the bulk of them do not underftand the duty they owe their 
country, for the advantages they enjoy as members of the community, 
abftrailed from their pay as officers. Our common foldiers alfo, loofe 
and immoral as they are, poflefs a certain innate humanity, infeparable 
from that courage by which. tJiey have always diftinguiflied themfelves. 
Is there any fear that fuch an army can be proftituted to any vile pur- 
pofe, vvhilft the land is ruled by a juft and worthy prince ? 


A Handing 
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A (landing army, fuch as the revenues of the (late can bear, according 
to the prefent appearances of things, feems necelTary even now in time of 
peace, not to awe the people, but for the dignity of the crown ; to give 
it a ncccfTary weight, and to provide for war ; efpecially whilft great 
(landing armies are fo much in fadiion all over europk, and paiticularly 
in FRANCE. But with regard to a free and commercial people, there 
will ever be this material diiference between a militia and a (tmding ar- 
my ; that the one are llippofed never to be idle, anti tlic other but fritlom 
employed ; confequently the (late gets by the former in proportion to their 
labour, whi I ft the latter arc of no ufe except upon emergencies''. The 
dillionlty is, upon what footing to eftablilh a militia fo as to remove all 
occalion of jealoufy. If a convenient number was fupported in iuch 
ccu'.ities, as the fituation, or reafons of Hate may render moft proper, 
upaIci' the command of a lord licutcivant, who might be a nobleman 
of honour and tiifcrction, and appointed by his majefty’s council j fuch 
a {Icp might perhaps give the nation a weight, which up)on a general view 
of things it now feems to want. 

At tlic fame time if vve confider the freedom of this (late, and the ge- 
nius of the people, perhaps the only expedient to animate a peafant to 
do tlie duty of a foldicr, whenever he is called upon, is, that he be un- 
der the command of tlie gentleman, who is his (amiliar neighbour, and 
who engages to (liare witli him in one common labour. This perhaps 
is the only method to infpire him with juft I'cntiments, and render him • 
obedient to difeipliue. Thofe who urge that the olKcers of the army 
ought not be admitted into tlie militia, feem to give greater proof of 
their jealoufy of the crown, than of their love to the people. Might 
not fuch oflicersbe extremely ferviceable under particular circuinfljurces *^ ? 
And were fome of thefc fuch as have property in their particular coun- 
ties, might they not be a means of conciliating thofe interefts and tein- 

In FRANCE ffc>K!iers arc employed in making roaUs aad other pub- ic work?, but docs not 
feezn to bo pfai\icable in ciiis counuy. 

« Suppofe a general, or llcuteviipt colonel and adj«iunt in p.-irtidoUr, to difclf linc ar.d cricrcifo a re* 
giment. 

pers 
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pcrs which too frequently dafli aniongft country gentlemen? Nor is there 
fuch a difference between fcarlet and any other colour, but that a gentle- 
man of the country, and anotlicr of the army, might agree perfectly in 
the lame common interefl. In flaort, whether any thing of this kind can 
CONSIST E^JTLY bc donc for us or not; let us keep up a fenfe of virtu- 
ous liberty, and that I hope will ever render us i>aaNCTBLE. 

Writing to the public, whatever the fabjeifl be, implies a dcfirc to 
propagate an opinion, or to recommend fome particular rule of conduit : 
but in fubjeCts of this nature we arc apt to write or read with prejudice, 
which is certainly not the true way to benefit by cither ; or, in other 
words, it cannot be the way to acquire jufc notions of things, or to ren- 
der us wifer and better. 

To be entirely of neither fide in fome controverted cafes, is perhaps the 
only way to have a due love and refp>ed: for both ; or, to fpeak more clear- 
ly, it is the bell means of acquiring fuch a degree of knowledge of the 
interelf of our country as will render us good fubjcils and good men. If 
thofe who ACT ought to be circumfpeit in their determination, furcly 
others who have not fuch opportunities of informations, fliould deliver 
their opinion with care. Prejudices will ever divide mankind, and fupiport 
different opinions : the people of a free ftate have the liberty of declaring 
their fentiments ; nor is there any danger from thence, except from men 
of fierce and turbulent fpirits. Common fenfe teaches us to compaflion- 
ate the fiilfe judgments which arife from education or interefl: ; but to 
obferve the errors on both fides, and leave reafbn to judge what is bed 
upon the whole, and what is prafticable under particular circumftances, 
is, I prefume, the talk of an honed and a wife datefman. The fame 
rule is nece/Tary in judging of thefe matters as fpsclatprs only. The 
paflions being thus re drained, and the judgment left to its natural free- 
dom, we fliaU require nothing more than goodnefs of heart to become a 
of philofophers and patriots. 


The END of the second volume. 
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To V o L. I. and II. 

Note^ ’l. bii fuimcrals refer to the volumes^ and the figures to the page u 


A. 

-/\f5 -\Po the fituaiion of this city, i. 260. 

Adak, a lake of fiilt water on the weftern coaft 
ol th.e Calpiaii, i. 5O2. 

of l^erfia, fuccceds Nadir Shah, 
i>. S7, the king of Great Britain's letter to 
hnii, ii. (>5, <k‘rhroncd by his brother Ibra- 
!tjnv> ii. 07. 

AjJVKitf:rr r , often has a good effcil on the 
hcail, 1. 199. 

Ai jXANTo,R x)tc (,KKATy what Tiiotivc hc 
vMo.l to encourage bis ibidiers, i. 254. 

ra-pl’»cw of Alahonimed, r. 338. the fol- 
I vvver-j v;f Ah called Schtas, ibid. 
t-LKAUAj:), vR (Idightful countiT, i. 29 !• an 
ancient caufe-way here, ibid. 

Am JTE Rn A NT, the t:omn;crciaI genius of the 
yreonlc here, ii. 292. a work of art and la- 
b.onr, ii. 293. when if fhook oM'the Spanifh 
y oke, and embraced Cal van's docb'ine, ibid, 
lit ^ circumference, ibid, its llrects, honfes, 
and number of inhabitants, ii. 294, 295. the 
exchange, ii. 295. various religions, ibid, 
the tuimber of churches, ibid, their charities 
very \iletul by obliging the poor to work, 
ii. 2<)6. pays halt the taxes of the province 
oi Ifolhind, Ii. 298* the trade of this city 
raitcJ chU'iiy oji the ruins of Antwerp, ibid. 
;i magazine of timber, corn, and wine, and 
Ovher commodities, ii. tlic inhabitants 
excel in dying, and fevend other things, ibid. 

I heir whale-tidicrv produces great riches, 
ibid, their KafKindia trade oj the higheft 
imporraJK'c, ibid, the artieJe \ fpiccrics a 
nunc of -gold, ibid, the fbuit-hfuile of great 
ui'e and orrumicnt tb tlii$ city, ii. 303. when 


founded, ibid, its dimonfion? and chriigc, 
ii. 304. the bank in the lower atiartmcnv^, 
ii. 305. Bank differs from that of Londcaj, 
ii. 306. it pays no intcrefi:, yet receives in- 
tcreft from the Kaft and WcilTndia cojnj'si- 
nicvS, ibid, ius govT.rn merit by burgomafters 
and fenators, il. 307* 

Amuj., a defeription of that city, i. 286, a 
palace in it where Shah 2\ba5 rcfidcd,i. iS r. 

Anhalt Kocthen, Delian, Binburg, and 
Zcrbft, an account of thcle flatcs, ii 23 5. 
prince Anhalt Kocthen in the fcrvice of ilu.: 
king of Denmark, ii. 24c. < 

Antavi'RP, once the mihrefs of the cornmer' 
cial world, ii. 299. loll its trade by the her/ 
zeal of priefls, and infoicnee of mi Utary au- 
thority, ii. 299, 300. 

Arabian, that language ufed among the Per 
fuin.s in matters of learning, i. 3.^3* 

2\RCH.\NGtL, hrd: difeovered by ihc Knghlli, 
ii. 257. Engiilh facU.^ry hrft cfbtbUilicd 
here, ii. 151. 

Aras, ancient Araxes, i. 388. 

Armenians, their i'ncccfs in triule, i. ti, 
44. many of tlveni fctvkd in Turkey, ibid, 
an account of ihcfe tnulcrs, i. 45, 105. 
cruelty ufed towards rl.em in Peifia, i. 337. 
how they an».l the Rudians pack 'up their 
filk, ii. 1 8. the v';:rio’.;s kinds of European 
goods they fdi in Perh::, ii. 19, 20. intrigue 
to dii'pofleb the Enghth of the Cafpi.ui 
trade, ii. 35. import ftlk into Enghiud, ii, 

1 17- 

ARsEv'ii., a t ’Ilage ill G lidan, i. 201. advcii- 
tiirtis there, j, 293. 

Asi‘r ABAD, an account of tlu; bay, h 130, 
131. and of the people and c junu v, T i f 6. 

B b b events 
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events before the i*ebtIUoii in that province, 
u 19a, the . rebels enter the cay, 

in a hoftilc memier, i. 196, 197. the 
fricndftiip of the rebel-governor engaged by 
the author, i, aoi. a council held about the 
divifion of the plunder, i. 102. the author 
obtains a decree from the Shah for his lofs 
here, i. 245. pyramids of human heads at 
the entrance of that city, i. 295. a feene of 
niilcry and defolation, i. 196. great cruelties 
excrcifcd on the rebels, u 297, 298. 

Astr ACH AN,iargcfiflu'rle.s here, i. 1 24. locufls, 
i. 1 26, 1 27. its commerce, ibid, the manner of 
afeaftthcre, i. 127. a defeription of tlic coun- 
tries from thence toDerbend,i. 360, &c. the 
autlior in his return arrives }u;rc,ii, 5. the go- 
vernor's behaviour to him, ibid^ 

Ashreff, on the fouth coaft of the Cafpian, 
fumotis for its palace, i. 222. 

Author, fets out for Pcrfia, i. 82. has the 
charge of a caravan with goexis for that 
cciitUry, i. 83. his journey thither, i. 84. 
arrives at Mofco, i. 91. and at Koh'mur:?, 
i. 95. arrives at Zaritzen on t)ic Volga, i. 
100. kindly received at Ajiracluin, i. 117. 
his peiition to the imperial chancery there, 
i. 102. invited to a feaft by the governor, 
i. 127. matters accommodated with lum, i. 
159. his fliip frozen up, i. r6o. arrives at 
Laugarood, ibid* received kindly by Mr. 
Klion, ibid, advlfes him not to rliipleale the 
Riiihi’us, i. 165. arrives at Aflralmi, i. 164.. 
his viraors intjuirc about his religion, i. iGo. 
his religiou;- opinions, i. 173, fvC. his re- 
flexions upon fcriouiTiefs, i, 187. fUrprifeJ 
ihur the common people are admitted to 
hear the converfation, iliid. takes leave of 
the governor, i. 190, forbid to fet out iju an 
unlucky hour, i. 191. in great danger ajid 
trouble by the rebellion, i. 193, 194. his 
prayer, u 195, 196. his ulage from the re- 
bels, i. 197, 198. his reflexions thereupon, 
i. 198, 199. in danger of ilavcr}', i. 2C4. 
obliged to deliver up his baggage, i. aoH. 
leaves hio bKcrpreter and fervant at lial- 
frujQi, i. 212. is in difficulty on tlic road, r. 
215. vifited at Refhd by his friends, i. 225. 
vifits the ffovernor of the province, i. 223. 
is vifited the Ruffian conful, i. 226. ar- 
rives at Cafbin, i. 228. his convtn'ktioa 
witli a Perfian merchant there, i. 279, 233. 


x:* 

arrives at the Perfian camp, i, 24O. and nar- 
rowly efca^xes being (Vmt, ibid. 

Az AursT, a city in Kliicva, i. 352. how go- 
verned, i. 353. 

B. 

Baku, an account of that rity^ i. 377, 37S. 
i he be ft h-iven on the C.t I pi ho., i. 377. ai> 
account of lliC country {vom thence to Eh:.- 
makie, i. 385. 

Bali-rush, capital of Maz/mdcrati, i. 210- 
the rebel-governor lieic ciudiy pvu: to 
death, i. 

Balrhan, on the cilft co ift of t-vc CalV-hm, 
1. 1 30. captain Wcociroofe's \’0)Mge tlfitlicr, 
i. 130, 

Baltic, that fea icy, and extremely cchfv 
i. 71 . 

BkckaVv rrz, a Circaffian princT, f:cd info 
Huilia, i. 188. barbai\)ully nmrucred by die 
Tintars, i . 189. 

Bi ns, the nuimK'r of tlvem i ^ Pcrfia, i. 224. 

BROf.ER-iiEC'S, tlveir pov/cr of life juul death 
in JVrfia, i. 336. 

Bek TIN K, count, polite, arul a lover of t]\e 
Englifly, ii. 248. beloved by the wdl- 
wiihers of the houfe raf (.)r:mo*e, ibid. 

BERj.iN> an account of it, ii. 183, 194, S:c, 
p repa 1 at! oi>s 1 :cre for an 1 u I cm cn t ? , i i , 183. 
ft vend learned xnen at this covirt, ii. 1S4. 
the number, induftry, and temper of the in- 
habirants, ii. 194, .uk. i!K:!ine to tlie French 
niUTcft, but iV)l beloved by die French, ii. 
190. their coins and exchange, ibid. 

Bi'.RNAii, its large and ancif?.iit church, in 183, 

Bestuchefi, count, great chiinccllor of 
Ru/fia, his probitjs ii. 134. 

Bokhara, a populous city, i, 352. its fitu 
tnation aiul trade, i. 332, 353. the charac- 
ter of its ij>fiabitunts, i. 353. its trade, pro- 
flud, and coin, 334. 

Eoynak, the Poiilh ambaffiuior, cut off near 
this place, i. 368. 

Bremen-, fituiUeil^on the river Wefer, Ii. 282. 
t he dutchy of this name belongs to the elec- 
tor of hfanover, ibid, one quarter of* the 
town fubjfxft to that ele^ioratc, ibid, the cv- 
ther parts/iiu-ier its own laws, aiKl governed 
bv burgoifiiiftcrs and femitors, ibid, the effa- 
bilTncd religion is Cidviniftn) ii. 282^. the 
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iftimbcr of inhabitantfs, ibid, the great dome 
and Viiult here, ii. 28 5, the trade, ii, 286. 

Britakv, Great, its debt compared with that 
of the United Provinces, ii. 308, when it 
was fir^t incumbered with debt, ii. 309. ow- 
ing to the ambition of the houfe of Bourbon, 
ibid, and wars being more expenfive than 
formerly, ii. 310. the prefent tlebt of the 
nation, and the redudfioti of intereft con- 
fidcred, ii. 3IJ* the fttuation of the Brithh 
lubjects with regard to the debt, 3 1 2, 3 r«3, 

3J14. moral rcHcxions on the occonoiny of 
tliv'. nati(Mi, ii. 317. thoughts on paying off 
part of the !i:uionai debt, ii. 315. nature of 
I'.laccs coiihdcrcd, il. 320, the fupport given 
by Ihitain io the Dutch in tive lait wrir, cen- 
jhlcrcd. ii. its InteiYllto incrtvifeits 

.naval Usength, ii. 341, the happinefs of this 
iiiand, ii. 3..p). n\oral aiid political rellexioTis in 
rijhuion to :t, 340, circinnflanccs c»f tlie 
ii. 33 j, 334, 35c, ckc. the great ad- 
and iichv:s this iilanU tuyoys, ii, 366. 

iK C . 

l.ii? : j. Av, ilic kijurof Fi'ufiia narrowly cfcapcs 
fjom live in this town, ii. 205, a nuincroiis 
lyinilbn kept by him here, ibid. 

BRinsfi fatdors in Pvtiilia attempt a trade into 
r.atary, i. 345. a journal oftliclr adven- 
tures, 346. 

I.'iM/rs :;h fliip.i on the Cafpiau, fold to Ruffian C 
:ntrc]umt.5, ii- 47. f'uts an end to the Britifii 
navigaticji t!:crc, ibid. 

Rrl nr, coiuit, the moll wrallhy man m Saxo- 
ny, ii. 22 y. his wardrobe and gallery of 
pichires, ii, 230. 

BauNswic, tlie rdidence of the dukc of Wul- 
fcnbuttel, ii. 244. the king of (ircai liritain 
a branch of this family', and takes the title 
of duke, ibid, an account ot the trcx>ps there, 
ibid; arfenal and curious mortar-piece, ibid, 
its revenues, ii. 245. S^nglifh Jioblcm.cn w^ell 
received at this court, ii. 245. w^hat the 
dulcliy produces, ii. 245. 

Bullion, remarks as to carrying on the filk 
trade hy it, i. 52. 

BuRKouiiii, Chriftopher, attempts the Perfian 
mule in 1 579, i. 8. trade of Ihoit duration, ibid. 

c. . 

Camki<s, u&ful animalS) i. 236. wavcl two or 
three days with lictis or Jio water, ibid. 
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Caravan, the author charged with one af 
St. Peterfburg for Perfia, L 82. the marmer 
of ordering and condudin^ caravans inRuf- 
fia, i. 86, &c. how guarded, i. 190, 191, 
this caravan occafions the rebellion at Aftra- 

^ bad, i. 194. plundered by the rebels there, 
i. 197. 

Carav anserai, that near Derbend eflecni- 
ed the firft in Pcrfia, i. 376. a defaiption of 
it, ibid, the fuppofed refidence of the pro- 
phet iClias when he fled from Ahab, i. 377, 
near it the burying-place of ibme Alahorn- 
medan prophets, i. 377. 

Caraza, an ifland on the Volga, appointed 
lor quarantain, ii. 5. 

Cards, how faid to be invented, 1.229. the 
bad effe£Vs of tliat ainufemerir, i. 330. 

Casan, a journal Iran i iVTotco hidicr, i. j.20,. 
a city of importance tor fituation and pro- 
dvjclion, i. iii. an admiral ty-y^ard there, 
ibid, fly-boats and flnacks building to be 
Lied <^11 t!ie Cafpian, ibid, an account of ilie 
country round this city, ibid, gioat plenty 
of tea here by caravans from China, i, n 7. 
taken from thcl'artars by the Ruffians, ibid. 

Casuin, a description of this city’^, ii. 128. for- 
nicdy well inluibited, but now ruined, ii. 
230. the palace built here by Nadir Shah, 
ii- 231. 

VH'IAN-SKA, the Englifh attempt a tr- dc 
from thence to Perlia in qtiecn Klizrihcih/s 
reign, i. 6. h;ivc a feeforyat Sbirv;»n for rhot 
end, i. 7. tins trade of Oinrr coni:i)v.:r./:cc\ i. 
8 . A propohd nude by Mr. Elton t,..) rhe 
Britiih fa6loui to open the Crtfpian trade, i. 
13. a petition prclentcd to the regent 4>f 
l*cvlla on that account, i, 27. the regent's 
<lecrccto open th.is ti ade, i. 30. a memorial 
prefented to his majefly's rciidcMt at St, Pc- 
terfburg concerning it, i. 35, and 01- 
tlcred to be laid bcicrc the cominiffioners o; 
trade, i. 49, their reprefentrition iqitui it, i. 
40, ^«rc. oppofed by' the Intfia and Tio- 
kc.y companies, i. 53, an act of parUaitu nt 
obtained fo,r this Uadx*, i. 64. the Ruhia 
company fend fa^lovs ijito (jhiljtn, i. 6'4-. 
a fhip built lor the navigation of the Caf 
pian, i. IT2. the form of the - ided on 
the Calp'an, i. 115. the raiiiueh vovaoe 
down the Volga to the C;d|n.m, 1, 140! an 
account of tl\c. Culblnn, i. Es depth 
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wlveii the Ruffians began to (ail upon it, i. 
155. its fifing and falling, i. 155, 156. 
remarks on building lliips on the Cafpian, 

i. 16 1, a defeription of the coafts and ports of 
the Cufpian, i. 392. how the Britifh Cafpian 
trade was ruined, ii. 45. this trade prohi- 
l)ilcd by the Ruffian court, ii. 74. reflexions 
on that event, ii. 82. reprefentation to the 
Biitilli coiiful, ii. 83, 85. Ruffia company 
endeavour to unite their two houfes in Ghi^ 
Jan, ii. 32. their letter to Van Microp and 
Hajjway on that fubjevil, ii. 33. their letters 
fu Lord Tyiawley and Mr. KIton, ii. 34. 
letter from the (aflors there to ihof'e in St. 
J^eterfburg, ii. 88. — to their employers 
in London, ii. 93. — to the factors in St, 
Pete! flnirg concerning the diftraction in Per- 
iia, ii. 97. brithh factors return home, ii. 

• jcc. a letter i'rom the factors in St. Peter f- 
burg to thofe in Ghilan, ii. 86. the Engiifli 
factors plundered, ii, 89. propoie to exchange 
European goods in Perfia for raw filk in Ruflia, 

ii. 83. his rnajefty’s letter to Adil king of 
Perfia, ii. 95. the :uiU)ijnt of this trade from 
its iirlt cftablifliment, ii. lor. a general \'ic\v 
of the trade In a letter to a friend, ii. 102. 
uvinaiks on the behav iour of the Ruffian rcii- 
tlent and fuhjcfts on occaiion of the plunder, 
ii. 103, 104, aconclufionof it.shillor) ,ii. 120. 

Cats, greatly v'^alucd in Perfia, i. 238. 

Chancki f.r, Richard, recommended by Ed- 
ward VI. to the princes of the earth, i. 2. 
dlfcovcrs Archangel, i, 5. 

Chartottekburg, a palace near Berlin, ii. 
206. finifhed in an elegant manner by the 
king of Priillia, ibid. 

China raw filk, an ail repealing the duties 
upon it, ii. 1 1 r. 

Chrisitanh V, the proper religion of man- 
kind, i. 178. Ibme of its chief principles, i. 
177, 180, 1 81. the fundamental principle, 
that Jefus is the Son of God, i. j8x. the 
great happinefs it propo(cs to man, i, 185, 

Chrjsitavs, cenfured for falfe modefly, i. 
339. are excelled by the Mahommedans in 
reverence to the name of the (uprenie Bc- 
, ing, i. 342. 

Circassian T artars, part under Ritssia and 
pait under the T 'urks, i, 364. a curious well 
near a Circaffian mountain, ibid. 

Colbert, his fcJicine of eftablifliing the 
French trade in Turkey, ii. 49. 


Cossacks, a fpecies of Tartars, i. 97. fervo 
the Ruffians, i. 98, a gallant and fober peo- 
ple, il)id. * • 

Couriers, Perfian, their habit, and arbitraiy 
way of acting, i. 262. • 

Credulity, reflexions on it, ii. 13. 

CRi^^-TAR'rARs, tributary to the Ruffians, t. 
129. the chief products of their lands, ibid, 
their particular ceremonies in marrying 
their daughters, ibid, 

Cronst.adt, the diy dock there contrived by 
Peter the C.lrcat, ii. 167. a dcl'cription of ir, 
ii. 168. the town and ifland of this name dc- 
fcribcd, ii. 168, 169. 

D. 

Dagadaw, an ifland on the Cafpian, I. 135. 

Danes, their piety appears from the beha- 
viour of their foldiers, i. 73. the number of 
fbldiers kept bv them, ibid, their trade, ibid. 

DaNT2 1 C, an account of it, ii. 174. the it;l 
diers (fi'a civil behaviour, ii. 176. thofe un- 
ilcr the pay of citizens more civil than thofe 
under c.**o\vned heads, ibid, ati accour^t of 
the Lutheran church, aricnal, and fortifica- 
tion here, ii. 176, 177, a view of its trade, 
ii. 178. its exports and imports, ibid, its 
laws of commerce, ibid, the coins, v/ciglus, 
and mcafiircs, ii. 179, 180. the amount of 
the trade, ii. 180. 

Dargan, an ifland in tlie Cafpian Tea, i. 136. 

Debt, public thoughts on it. See Britain. 

Delft, its extent conikicrable, and fituation 
agreeable, ii. 344. its number of inhabit 
tants, ibid, has a chamber in the EafUndia 
company, and a rank in the aiiembly of the 
dates, ibid. 

Derbend, a city upon the diore of the Caf- 
pian, i. 369. tiippofed to be built by Alex- 
ander the (jreat, ibid, an account of ir, i. 
36,9, Scc\ and of the country from ihcnce 
to Baku, i. 376. 

D</Gs, thefe animals in great abomination iu 
Perfia, i. 239. 

Dorpt, w'atercd%y the river Embeck, i. 79. 
trades in flax and corn to Riga, ibiil. 

Dresden, an erjaeftrian ftatuc of Augufius 
there, ii*/;i7- the dimenfions of. the bihigc, 
ibid. no((.ib grand as th.Tt of IV eftilii ndcr, 
ibid, the filvcr mines 4ts chief trade, ii. , 178. 

the 
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the number of inhabitants anti foltlicrs, ii. 
21 S, the eftablifhetl religion there, ii. 219. 
tlv* Lutheran clergy and Reformed diftike 
the countenance given to the Roman ca- 
tholics, ibivl. 'eltcein it a grofs abfurciity for 
a. proteftant people to be governed by a Ro- 
inith prince, ibid, the Roinifh chapel a 
.pompous ftru( 9 :ure, Ii. 220. its cuilofities 
in the eight apartments of the Grune Ge- 
•wolbe, ii. 221, &c. and the twelve cliarii- 
fcers of the Kuntskainmar, ii. 223, &c, and 
the model of Solomon’s temple, ii. 225. the 
king’s gallery of pictures, ibid, the Chinefe 
gallery, and tlie quantity of porcelain con- 
tained in ic, 226, remarks upon the Saxon 
porcelain, ii. 228. the kii^g’s garden and 
orangery, ii. 231. 

Drf.ss, in mod countries neceflary to gain re- 
fpect, i. 277. foinc remarks upon it, ibid, 
the Oriental anti Kuropeati compared, i. 333. 
the piobaMe opinion of the 'orientals con- 
craning ibine parts of drefs in Europe, 
ibid, 

Dri; \KENXFSS and gaming, piinifhable in the 
Prnnian (bUlicrs, in 211. 

Dufc, CMC fouglit between two of the king’s 
Hanoverian luldecls, ii, 255. rellexions on 
thin cLfiiom, iu 256, &:c. inciunbcnt im 
chridlni: princes to redrain it, ii. 256, 257. 
calling it an altiiir of honour, but a Ipccious 
name to c<.i}our a v/lckcd action, Ii. 257. 
this culioin drikes at the fundamental laws 
of all fociety, ii. 258. a criminal way of 
phmging into eternitv, ii. 259. indanccs, 
argil, men ts, and dilfualives from this unrea- 
fonablc, injurious, vniJ fmiul practice, ii. 
259, &:c. 

Dutch MAX, acquifition of riches t]\e obj cel 
of his attention, ii. 323. fcKloin retires to a 
conumpl.itivc life, ii. 324. 

Dwentamom), a cadlc near Riga, i. 74, 

E. 

Edward VI. his letter to kings and princes, 
to piotecl* liis fubjeCis ift difcovcrlng ua- 
knpwn countries, i. 2. 

Elj7.af>f.th, queen, her letter recommending 
Anthony Jenkinlbn to tlie Soph! < 1 Pcrfia, i 6. 

Elton, Mr 'his propofal to the Enjilh faclors 
in St Pctcriburg In 1^38, of a trade through 
Rudia-into Perfia, i. 1 3. cmplovcd by the Ruf- 
VoL. II. 
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fians as a fea-captain, i. 14. he converts with 
the Tartars, i. 15. defigns fomc new com*- 
mcrcial difeovery, i 16. fets out on a voy- 
age with Mungo Grreme, ibid, his journal 
from Mofeo tt) Redid, i. 16, See. he and 
Grn‘mc petition the regent of Perfia in be- 
half of the Britifli merchants, i 27. the re- 
gent’s decree for a trade w^th Peiha, i. 30. 
returns to St. Petcrlburg, i 34 delivers a 
memorliil to the Hritilh minidcr there for 
edablilhing the Cafpian trade, i 35. icinarks 
on this memorial, i 42. farther fteps taken 
by him to eibbiilh this trade, i, 41. had 
many abilities, but wanted feme necedary 
talents, i. 70. complaints againd him by t}'»e 
Ruffian court, i. 82. this the occafion of the 
author’s joiarney to Perfia, ibid, engages to 
build flnps on the Cafpian for Nadir Shah, 

i. 70, 82, difluaded by tlie author from thefe 
maritime enterprifes, i. 165. under great 
difficulties in Nadirs fervice, i, 162. but 
grows in his power with him, i. 219 or- 
dered by the Shah againd the T’urkunians 
who invade Perfia, i. 309, 319. in a low 
date of health, i 320. by his engagement 
with the Shah the Cafpian trade in diigracc 
in Riifiia, i 322. his engagement the' rum 
of that trade, i. 323. quarrels with the aii- 
tliov, i. 324. ii. 1 3^ 33. the Cafpi.m trade 
obdrudied and proliibitcd by Rwffia, Ii. 4, 42, 
45, 75, 76. endeavours ufcd.in \ iiin 10 re- 
cojicde Ifim to the Ruffian court, ii. 32. 
urged to leave Perfia, ibid. propoii^l.s made 
him to return to Englanvl, 54. his iet.ti.rs to 
Lord 'Eyrawlcy and the Cafpian tradeis, ii. 
3(\ 37." icirr.irks on his conduct-, and tiuit 
of the Rtdfia company, ii. 39. a IcHcr to 
liiiii fh'iTi the. author, ii, 40. fioJaincd in 
Perfin by Nadir’s decree, ii 45-. 4'-> ed'.ripts 
;;u iifliidinavion, ii 99. his iav.d caradrophe, 

ii. 1 19, flu>L to dcati^, ii, 12O. 

£ni;l.ish, tlicir Ruffia trade MKOuraged by 

Peter the Great, i i ?, 13 iben* meichanrs 
nmch regarded, ii. 157, 1 remarks on 
the* conduit of Knglifii tr.iveiK rs abieMd, li. 
19 1, X92 deficient in reg irds to their ecam- 
trynun, ibid rb.e beha\iv>nr of an Kn-gliili 
youth to a Dutch mercivant, ii. Kyi tltcy 
know not the nniery of other nations, ii, 
213 prefer^' f’ce of England to other coun- 
tries, ii 234. their preachers noted for ora- 
tory, ii 250. the decline of refpedt to them 
C c c ci 
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of very l>acl confcqucncc to religion, ib'ul. 
news concerning the KngUlh fleet in the 
Alctlitervanean, i 318 

Et; ROPE AN s, the manner the Shah gives au- 
dience u> them, i 258. the fcveral kinds of 
European goods fold in the north.cru pto- 
V luces of Pcrfva, ii ig, 20 

Example, the picvalency ot it, ii 364. 

F. 

Factors abroad, reafons againft their being 
foreigners, ii. 161. 

Fai'ph, particularly required in religion, i. 
180. humbles mens pride, i. 182. faith 
and good works neceflaiy, i. 184. 

Finch, honourable, Mr. his majefty’s miniifler 
at St Petcriburg, a memorial delivered to him 
by Mr Jdton, i- 35. which he tranfmits to 
the Duke of Ncwcaltle, i. 49 

Finland, badly inhabited, ii. 169. the in- 
habitants miftrably poor, ibid. 

Fire, that called eveflafhng Fire, near Baku, 
i 381. this extraordinary pharnomenon par- 
ticularly deferibed, ibid, the Porfees, worfliip- 
pers of fire, driven out of Pcrlra, i. 384. 

Fontenoy, the behaviour of the Dutch in 
that battle artful and ungenerou::, ii. 340. 
reports concerning it at the Hague, ii. 341. 

French, formed a defign of a trade from 
Archangel over the Cafpian, i, 10, make 
progreis in the Levant trade, i 59, 62. 
make a trcaiy oi vominercc with the Port, 
i. 62 their ervtcrprillng genius for promot- 
ing trade, ii. 49 endeavours in Porrugal, 
ibid the Jimount of their trade to 'ruikcy 
for one year, ii. 50. Fn.nch iri banifhnicnt 
(budlim:, ii. 257. their deiirc of con- 
queif, ii 373 

Fkenc H-protdli^nts, on the f;5inc footing with 
Brilifh fiibjcdb; ar I.ifnon, ii. 159 their 
riches cciiur in Engl.uid, ibid, have ftrong 
connexions vv^rh tb.c Fojdifh nation, ii, 160. 

F RiENo.M'iiP, vedcxieiii. on it, i 267* 

G. 

GaoaRINi a finator, governor of Siberia, ii. 
146. accunndites a fortune by oppieding 
the China Cfiravans, ibid, condemned and 
hanged at Sr Petcriburg, ibid. 

Gaming, a great blcmihi in :vxi\ of rank to 
indulge that pidlion, ii 354* 


GeheRs, the EVERLASTTNC FIRE near Baku 
the objed of their devotion, i; 381. maik 
their ibrclieads with failVon, ibid have a 
great veneration for a red cow, ibid. 

Gkmal-ijeg, the moaning of thaf appella- 
tion, ii 45. given by the Shah to Mr. El- 
ton, ibid. 

Ghil.*\n, Mr. FJron prefents the regent, of 
Periia’s decree for the Cafpian trade to the 
governor, i. 34. favStors lent hither by the 
Rullia company, i. 69. a quarrel here be- 
tween Mr. Elton and the Ruflian conl’ul, i. 
70. the w’^omcn fair, i, 272. a defeription 
of the province of Ghilan, i 279. produces 
the bell and greatett quantities of filk, ii. 
16. 

God, incomprehcnfible, therefore religion 
myllcrioiis, i. 181. the firll caufe, and inii- 
nite in wifdom, L 185. 

Gr VFMF., Mr. in conjunclion with Mr. Elton, 
i 16 they go into Perfia, ibid. 

Groves, thc aneients ided grovc.s for the in- 
terment of the dead, ii. 173 

H. 

Hague, renowned for its political negotia- 
tions, ii. 326. the llrcets broad, and lioufes 
well built, ii 3 ^^- people polite and 

cafy in their carriage, ii. 3:26. the air who!- 
fomer than in other places of the Uniteil 
Provincc-s, ibid, their churches, trade, autd 
foldiery, ii. 327. 

Hahdge ! i ZAMON, rcccivcd the author vAih 
great politenefs, i 223 his reflexions i.<n ilie 
mtierics of hi.s counl ry, ibid, his character 
of N ad i r Sh ah , ibid 

Hahdgee aedulcrim at Catbin, his re- 
flexions concerning Nadir Sliah, i. 23 
233. 

IIahdgke myrza mahommed reprieved, i. 
^ / ’ 

Hall, a tovvn fubjcxl to Pruflia, ii 229. fii- 
mous for its fchools and unlvcinty, ibid. 

Hamadan, the burying place of queen .Eit- 
her and Mortiecui, i 240. now Nadir’s re- 
pofitory of cannon ard artillery, ii. 241. 

H.^MnuRO, the HRiTisH facioiy no natura- 
lized fiijjeSs here, ii 159. which is an ad- 
van lai^} to Great Britain, ii./iOo. the pjif- 
fivre of the Elbe Ip this city, ii- the 

Britifli factory here polite and hofpit’^blc, ii. 

273. 
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^73- incorporated into a company, ii. 274. 
its fituarion tor trade, ii. 275. miniftcr's 
from rnoftof the princes in Europe, li. 275. 
fiigar-baking and calico-printing the greatdl 
iTianufjuSturcs here, ibid the number of in- 

■ habivahts, ii. 276 governed by four burgo- 
mailers, ii. 276, 277. the number of parimes 
and churches, ii. 277. the religion ellablilh- 
cd is Luthenui, ibid, the regular forces in 
this city, ibid, its fortifications firong, but 
the jealoufy of princes its greateft fecuri- 
ly; ibid, their gardens in the Dutch tafte, 
ii. 278, their houfes To built that Ihips may 
unload into their warehoufe.s, ibid, confi- 
tiered with rerpcci to Germany what Ajn- 
ik-rdam is t.") Fairopc, ibid the Jiumbcr of 
fhips b(.]on:.ing to tills *town, ii 279. their 
current coin, ibid its trade diminiflicd, and 
the rcafous of it, ii. 2b’o, 

II.A r f/roN, maid of honour to the cm prefs 
of Ruili.i, ii j 4.4. her crimes and execution, 
ibid, a great mixture of julficc and cauupaf- 
paffioii in Peter the Greats bcha.vicur csii 
this occafKin, ibid. 

Hanover, an account of that ceccioratc, ii. 
247, 248. the inhabitants uiivier a mlider 
government than that of Jhandenburg, ii. 
24S. the luiriring-paiace at Cxhoerd, ibid, 
the town and king’s ibaldcs, ibid the pa- 
lace diitii'iguilhcd by rich tapeflry, ii 251. 
open table kept here, ibid Vila mrjefty's 
forces iUKl revcr.iicss, ii 251, 252. greatly 
beloved by Ills hibjecl;-, ii 253. 

Harlem, the ftage-boats very commodious 
for travelling, ii 322. noted (or tlic ntanu- 
failory of linen, ibid, tlic hiitory of this 
town, ibid the cruelty of the Spaniards to 
the inhabiunts, ii 323 lays claim to tb.c 
invention of priming, ibid. 

Helv^OET-slo \ s, the port '.V hence the Har- 
wich packet-boat:; fet otV, ii 34O, 348 a 
good harbour but the town inconii- 

cierable, ibid fen ihips of war iicrc, ii 347. 
one packec only .rc;iKnii>CTcd to be loll bc- 
twdxt Hclvoct and Harwich, ii 348 

Hekring-fi.shery, a hvi^rce of'nthes, and 
jrlves cmpk}'nfent to a r^rcar mirnlxr of 
hands, ii 301. the king.s ui Cirrc.'U L'ritain 
bad foniierly this affair ti nder ^onhdci at ion, 
ii- ,, prclbrvation,^inJ a regard 

to the poor, ought to quicken iL the coiui- 
tbiiU'ion of this aflblrj ii, 302. 


Herenh AU.SLN, its diflancc from Hanover, 
ii. 352. an account of that palace, ibid. 

Holla NO, a treaty w-dih the United Provinces 
refufed by Rullia on the plan of (.Treat Bri- 
tain, ii, 157. the dykes in Holland 3. great 
defence againft tlie water, ii. 197 when fe- 
veral places w-ere overflowed, and thoufmd.s 
periflied in thi.s country, 297. they can lay 
their country under water at any time, ii. 
298. the taxes and revenues of Holland, 
and the other province.s, ii 298. their t iXf. ; 
and revenues compared with tlvd'e of Great 
Britain, ii 298, 299 tb,e pravince of Hc/j- 
land laid to pay half tlic tax i>f the whole 
levcn, ii 29H. they a ctpiire riches bot?) l y 
commerce and fuTiCry, ii. 29^ - their nchei-i 
acquired by induilry, ibid, reafbns for the 
diminution of their trade, ii 3C0 the J^utc h 
have the balance of trade wdih Great Ki 1- 
tain in their favour, ilvd their herrinri;- 
{i£hery a fourcc of riches, ii 301. their pub- 
lic credit; and tliat of (ircat Britain conh- 
dered, ii 307. the Dutch do not think the 
civil o/licrs cotitempubh*, ii 308. tlic Unit- 
ed Frovhi.'.es compared with (.Tixat liritain, 
il 308, &c. the pay and number of i;ie loi- 
dicry, ii 327. Sir VV’^illiani IVnqde’.s clva- 
racfer of the United 1 ^ ro \ 1 nee;- , ii, 331. a 
burleftjvie chnr.ui' ier of ihern, ibid gen an I 
obfcMitions upon titem, ii 332, ioeKl in 
tifo a>Mong the common people, ii. 335 n>;t 
much given to amour,* ibid, not ple.p'rd to 
have tb.eir tvives mentioned in conir».iny, ii. 
336. their foilovvini!; the fteps of ibic Spa- 
niards in ci udty, ibid. tba. i: jnefeut htu.Cuon 
dangerous and \uiccrt::in, ii. 337. cib. u p:c- 
fci vcJ by the iin/nediate hand of ( h d, i|-id. 
their conduCl in tlie lad war unjufiifnble, ii. 
33S, 339. their paiti.tliry to France, ii. 
339, t\c tbiclr behaviour at tb.e \>attle of 
Fontciioy artful aitd ungeneior.';, ii 34-L 
their opinions with regard to t jic.at Britain, 
ii 339, ?cc. their iuo al llrciigth in a gicat 
derline, ii 347. 

HoLsTEi:;, duke of, fends an embafly to the 
king Ik'riia, i i 1 ll»c a*nbaiiiii!« •I's f ip 
\v revoked, ibid, fiad no iiiccds in obtai'ufij: the 
raw lilk of tlto northern province.-, d id 

St . ) ? t Ui K R T I ; IT R G , a pa! .ic t/ o f t ! ; e S ; xo ; 1 c 0 1 1 rt 
A>r hutmng., ii. 233. tld:; p.’h:ce huge, bvit 
not m^igniScent, ibid.. 

St liu- 
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Hushands, tendcmcfs fUid p<>Utc behaviour 
necdiary to theiV happinefs, i. 269. 

Hussars, iriahy fcjuadrons of tlicm in the 
Pnilliiin lervicc, ii 208. their armour and 
clothing, ibid, a piece of villany committed 
by one of them, ii. 209. 

Hyn’oeord, Enrl of,aueatiee to the commer- 
cial intereft of the Britijfli inerdvants, ii. 85. 
obtains an order from the Rii{rian court to 
fecurc the yffcch of the Cal’pian traders, ibid. 

L 

Ibrahtm dchrones his brother Adil Shah, 
ii 97. puts, ::, death the author of the plun- 
der of tha BritiOi iadory, ii, 105. 

Idleness, human nature dil'graceu by its per- 
niciotis confequencos, ii. tS. 

Jeai.ocsy, v^*ho given to that paflion, i. 275. 
thoughts coTtceming the evil efte^ts of it, ibid. 

Jenkinson, fuft hoiils the banner of England 
On the Cafpian fca, i. 5. encouraged b}' the 
rnci chants adventurers, i. 6. recommended 
by queen Elizabeth to the king of Perlia, 
ibid returns home without fuccefs, i 7. 

Jesus Christ, both God unci man, i. 178. 
Iiis religion propagated by other means than 
that of Mahommed, i. 179 his doctrine 
points out the true path to happinefs, i. 183. 

Jf:\v.s, propheiies of the diUbUition of their go- 
vernment a proof of the chriftian religion, i. 
178. dehre to be admitted into the ^\irkcy 
trade, ii. 63 what fa id for it, 'and agiunft it, 
ibid. 

Indu-stry, its many good confequcnces, ii. 

1 18. reflexions on the waJit of it, ii. 126. 

Injuries, a mind f'upcnor to them recom- 
mended, i 264 |)r<Keed from wcaknefs or 
wtekednefs, ibid 

Insurance, reflexions on it, ii 200 

Iron, encouragement given to our American 
coloJiies in regard to that commodity, ii. 
124 of the Swedifh and Ruffian iron, ibid, 

Irrf-Ltgion, the ordinary fource of national 
calamities, ii 359. 

Is.FAHAN and Cafbin not fo confiderable as 
formerly, i 230. 

K. 

Kalib khan, a broker of filk, made admiral 
of the Cafpian fea, i. 337. various iiiftances 
of his great cruelty, ibid. 


Karih, ^le£Ied king of Lahijam I. 324 , taken 
prifoher, and put to a reniarkablc death, ibid. 

Keith, field-marlhal, governor of Beilin, ii. 
193. his opLnion about the late fcbcllion, 
ibid, wounded at Otezakow, ibid.^ engaged 
in commercial, as well as militiu*y aftairs, 
ibid. 

Keith, Mr. formerly obliged to leave Pruf- 
ua for his regard to tlie prefent king, ii. 202. 
ti.e khig’s behaviour to him on his return, 
ibid, of Scotch extraftion, but how in alle- 
giance to Pruffia, ibid. 

Khalmucks, their fettlcments and habita- 
tions, i. 139. their liiifcrable way of living, 
ibid, plunder a barge fent up the Volga, and 
murder the crew, ii. 2. 

Kislar, the country from hence to Rcihd 
under fubjeftion to Riiffia, i 366. 

Kolumna, a fhort account of it, i. 95. 

E. 

Lahij AN, a city in Ghilan, i 23. 

Lakgarood, the author arrives here, 1, 
263. naval preparations here for an expe- 
dition ro Balkhan, ibkl the flfli found In the 
river here efteemed by the Pcrfuins, i. 281. 
good anchoring ground here, i. 396. 

Languedoc, meaiurcs taken lure for pro- 
moting the French trade to Turkey, ii. 49, 

Lapis la/ajli, where found, i 188. 

Laws, much wrefted to promote the purpofes 
of lawyers, ii. 146. law^caufcs not length - 
ened in Piuflia, ii 205. the great evil ot it 
in other countries, ii. 206. 

Lftpsic, a town of great trade in Saxony, ii. 
236. three fiirs kept annually here, ii 237. 
the number of inhabitants, ibid the 1/u- 
thcran the cllabliffied religion, Ibid, their 
churches, ibid a deferiptiori of this town, ii. 

^38- ; 

Leyden, noted for its antiquity and univerfity,. 
ii 324. and for a manufactory oL woollen 
cloth, ii, 325. not fiifficicntly fupplied with 
water, ibid, once fo befleged by the Spa- 
niards, that thb women periormeo the mili- 
tary duty, ibid, providentially delivered by 
count Nafiau, ii 325 

LiEBERKYftjf diftinguifhed at the ^ruffian court 
for phyfif and natural philofophy, ii. 184. 
of an amiable character, ahd feij^ 
the king^ ibid^ 

LlNriBN,. 
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|Likg£K, a town in WeAphalia, on the death 
Qf king William III. devolved to the houle 
’of Brandenburg, ii 287, 
l>ovE, public, brought into aftion by a vir- 
* tuofts example, ii. 365. reflexions on public 
love, ii. 365, &c. 

Luther, his interment and monument at 
Wittenburg, ii. 215^ 

Luxury, what may be called by that name, 
ii. 28£. 

M. 

Magdeburg, the Reformed and Lutheran 
* churches here, ii. 241. the town formerly- 
burnt by count Tilly, ibid the llory of 1200 
virgins drowning themfclves to preferve 
their ebaftity, ibid, its great magazines, ibid, 
its floating mills, 242* its fortifications re- 
markable, ibid, 

Malton, Lord, his reception at the court of 
Berlin, ii 90. of an amiable character,* ibid. 
M A H o M M K 13 A NS, fome of thcir notions, i . 
177, 178. their religion propagated with 
fire and (word, i. 179. their fenfual gratifi- 
cations, i. 184. their exorbitant fufpicions of 
their women, i. 268. piiiKSfual and attentive 
in devotion, i. 342. mention the name of 
the fupreme Being with reverence, ibid, 
teacli refignatioii by example, i. 198. gi'eat. 
prcdefliriailans, i 237. 

Mauummkd KUAN, his chara£ler, i. 222. 
Mamommed HUSSEIN KHAN, his chara£ler 
and cruel intentions, i. 300. the author re- 
fufes to comply with lus demands, i. 313. 
Man, freedom cfiential to his nature, i. 73. 
iiis nature corrupted, ibid, obedience to his 
maker his higheft felicity, i. 174. for what 
end rcafon was given him, i. 175. 
Mavutactures, woollen, the advantages of 
them, ii. 55. remaiks on them, ii, 55, 56. 
cloth manu failures in England and J*'rancc 
greatly iucreafed, ii. 281. linen manufac- 
tures greatly improved ia Scotland and Ire- 
land, ii. 288* 

Marriage, fchemc for i. 270 marriages 
VI Europe compared with thofc in Afia, i. 
268, &c. 

Mattheuse, his pafTport an of oriental 
language, ami Pcrflan folly, i. -V . 

Maz anderan, this province more healthful 
idiai% 4 c 3 hUan, i. 284. it produces cottou and 
lugar, ibid. 

Vox. 11. / 


Meissen, the bcautiea of that country, H- 
235. the porcelain-manufa£hire in the caille 
here, ii. 235. the fecrccy with which it is 
conduced, ibid. 

Merchant, the prafeflion intided tx> regard, 
ii. 121. its temptations, ii. 122. how coiifi- 
dered by the Greeks, ibid, the ufe merchants 
may make of travelUn*^, ii, 349, 350. 

Merseilles, a port of great advantage for 
the Levant trade, ii. 50. 

Mesched, the caravan, in .^ts way thither, 
plundered, i. 197. defign^^ to be the gi'cat 
mart of the Cafpian traded i. 337, the dif- 
tanccs and appcarancon^n^. the country from 
Cafbin to Mefched, i. 357,' ?yc. 

Militia, thoughts on it, ii. 36^^.370. 

Mohair, its import into England diminifbed, 
ii. 51. 

Molsberc, the wild boar hunted by the Sax- 
on court near this palace, ii. 216. 

MoN-Bijou,the refidcnccof the queen- mother 
of Pruffia, ii- 187. 

Money, often employed to bad purpofes, ii. 
121 . 

Monopolies, ungrateful to the people of a free 
Hate, ii. 58. 

Mosco, a journal from hence to Rclhd, i. 16. 
built after the eaftern manner, i. 92. its 
circumference, ibid, this city hath often 
fuftcred by fires, i. 94. the re^jcdlful man- 
ner of addrefs here, ibid, the author’s jour- 
ney thither from Aftrachan, ii. 6. and from 
Mofeo to St. Peterfburg, ii. 12. 

Mules, dear but ufd'ul animals in Perfia, i. 
224. .. 

Mull.ah, or Pcrfian prieft, coiwcrfiuion with 
the author at Langarood, i. 265. his doclrimr 
plainly on the chrilKau fchemc, ibid, not for 
polygamy, ibid his notions of inarri-age, 
temperance, and drefs, i. 265, 276, ?cc. 

Munich, count, his raih conduCl at Daiitzig, 


ii 175. 

Murray, Mr. his difeourfe before the Sacra- 


ment at Hamburg, ii. 273. greatly beloved 
there, ii. 274. 

Mus'I'apha khan, his obliging conduct ,tc> 
the author, L 255. 


Nadir, king of Perfia, his defi^ of building 
lliips on tile Cafpian, i, his no- 

D d d tion 
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tioiii bfliiti, i. the number of meh 1h 

his catnis i. a+O. bow he travels when fteV, 

F. 250- His rear-guard, ibid, his Handing 
. forces i. 251. jefiS witli a malefactor iir the 
article of death, i. 254* nther inftanccs of 
his cruelty, i. 137, 256* 257. a ftoty fhew- 
ing his exorbitant d^ands on his iiAjeas, 
ii.°SO<). indefatigable in buftnefs, i.. 45^* 
publifltes an nrCfnance, making it death to 
corrupt anotlfir man’s wife, i. 271. the mi- 
litary, civil, (nd ecclefiaftical government iii 
his feign, i. i 55, 23f>- a 
verity, i. 33j.. his cruelty in caufuig 500 
mens eyes toy,: -yut out at one time, i. 371. 
the great /|)preffion of his government, i. 
39i.!,h:: iSecrec for detaining Mr. Elton, ii. 

■ 45. fends a comtniffary into Ruffia with a 
cargo of raw filk, ii, 46. his decree concern- 
ing the feiiure made by Elton, ii 73. he is 
become the dread of Afia, ii. 85. is killed 
in his tent, ibid, conicquetfces of. his death, 
ii. 87. fucceeded bv bis nephew, ibid, 
NapHtj^onia, indns iflaml wells of naptha, 
i, 133, it abounds in fheep, and other uleful 

animals, ibid. , . ,, r , 

Narva, the capital of Eftoma, well fortified, 
i. 80. its trade moftly in flax and timber, 

NaskeR aoa, rewarded byNjidir for his fer- 
vicesin thc Aftrabad rebellion, i. 305. 
NattiRAI. religion, what fo called, i, 175* 
NaturaiazatioM, complaints ol the mer- 
chants, ii. 1ST. particularly againft foreigners 
without an intention of continuing in the 
kinsdeun, ii. t53i largely conlidcred, ii. 
157’ &c. a reftriCrive claufe propolcd to fo- 
reigiicrs, ii. 163. rcafons for fuch an aCl, ii. 
165. ... , , , . . 

Nature, what notion to be formed of it, i. 
174, 176. what meant by its corruption, i. 
176. . 

O. 

Oi.D "MEN, their difeourfes much attended to 
in Perfia, i. 224. 

Orange, prince or, afaClion in Holland a- 
gainft his being lladt-holder, ii. 327, the 
fixth ftadt-hohler of that illuftrioiis family, 
ii. 328, his five predeceflors founded and 
preferved that republic, ibid, his good eba^ 
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329. the memoty of this 
prince, ii. 330. 

Ore, great variety of it in die dominiotil: of 
the mke of Bmnfwic and ele^r Saxony, 
ii. 243. a confidcr^e pact of dteh tevenues, 
ibid. ‘ 

P. 

Persxa, the king favourable to the EnglUb, f. 
to. cftccms the king ot Great Britain as' the: 
head of the worlhippcrs of Jefus Chrift, ibid, 
a view of the trade from Perfia to I'ufkey, 
i. 43, 44. the intelligence irregular there, ii 
219. Nadir a great prince, i, 231. the c.ala- 
mitous condition of Perfia under him,i. 233, 
234. the towns on the frontiers of ^'urkey 
. in great defiilation, i. 236, 239. barbarous 
punifliments diere, i. 257. the coimtry uncul- 
tivated, t. 259. their marriages and domeftie 
flavery of the women,i. 265, &c. women con- 
fidered as much inferior to men, i. 273. the 
governors of cities arbitrary, i. 336. i'evere 
punifliments inflliStcd on them, ibid, an ex- 
traordinary inftance of cruelty, i. 337. the 
Turkifh language the moft common in Per- 
fia, i- 343. the Perfic chiefly known in the 
foutbern parts, ibid, its military force, ii, 26. 
its revenues, ibid, its ftate with relpecf to 
commerce, 25, &c. remarks thereupon as 
carried on by the French, Dutch, Ruir!an.s, 
and Armenians, ii. 27, &c. a frefh rebellion 
in Perfia, ii. 39. wanton plunder of the re- 
bels at Reftid, ii. 91. the current money 
here, ii. 94. mteftine commotions heroj 
ii, 106. 

Perjury, reflexions on it, i. 313. 

Persians, their manner of fhtp-building, i, 
148, 149. their artftil difpolitlon, L 1:70. 
their manner of converfation, i. 186. their 
ignor.ance of the affairs of Europe, i. 189, 
190. fond of aftrology, i. 238. inftanccs of 
their fuperftition, i. 238, 239, 240, their 
manner of eating, i. 223, 224, their ftate 
with regard to afbellion, i. 223.- their horfes 
not equal to the Arabians, ibid, a defeription 
of their camp, 245. the tents of die princi- 
pal minifi^ and officers in th^ front near 
the Shah, Ibid, the Shali’s apd his ladies 
rents defcriBed, i. 346. one , quarter of 
them occttwed by the eunuchx-*ii4 fe; 

mqk. 





Hiate 'lUmi of 

iiig jc>JF the Perfian officers, i, 247* Row 
Supplied With provifiojns^ i* 248* reix^ks on 
tiie Perfian^ caiBf^ L 255^ &c. the Periiam 
may mtey for a fegrt timet, k ^66,. ^ ite- 
rant in inarkime affairs, i. 282. given t^> 
Ipirituous liquors, i. 290. tbeir fuperftit.ious 
apprehenfions, i, 309. their pcrftdy and ve- 
nality, i. jia. cruelty and wickednef^, i, 
314. the nature of their ink, paper, and 
feats, i. 317. their pride, i. 310. efteem 
it a pollution to touch a dead body, i. 321* 
their funerals, ibid, their calamkoHS ftate, i. 
327. their perfons, i. 328. their genius, 
character, and diet, i. 329, 330. their hof- 
pitalky, i* 330. exceffive in their cotnpU- 
ments, ibid, icem to exceed the chriftlans in 
rclignatiun, i. 331. their drefs compured with 
tile Europeran, i. 332, &c, ncgle£i: moral du- 
ties, i. 335. tlic-if government monarchical, 
ibid, tfieir lives not rcgardetl in order to gra- 
tify their vicious inclinations, ibid, their re- 
ligion, i. 338, &c. their manner of devotion, 
i; 341. much inclined to fuperftition, i. 342. 
acknowledge the Europeans have two eyes, 
and themfelvcs but one, i. 344, in great ig- 
norance, ibid. their ancient religion, i, 379- 
foujulcd by Zoroidler, ibid, paid a particular 
veneration to the fun, ibid, their meafurcs, 
weights, and coins, is, 20, 21. 

Pei\er the GREAT, emperor oi Ruflia, in the 
infancy of his power, i, ii. a great encou- 
rnger of commercial fchcnies, i. 46. had a 
fleet of velicls on the Cafpian, i. 115. his 
attention to commerce, i. 188. his ch:ii*a- 
61 er admired by the world, his memory dear 
to the Ruflians, ih 141. lamented the igno- 
rance and barbarity of his coimtry, ibid, re- 
rcfolved to deferve a crown, ii. 141. en- 
ters as a comnion carpenter at Amftcr- 
dafii, n. 142. cruelty not juftly imputed 
to him, ii. 243. of an amorous difpofition, 
ibid, his peculiar behaviour at an execution, 
ii. 144. reproaches himfclf for .ftriking one 
of his officers, ii. 145. i^s natural impetuo- 
fiiy tempered with tendernefs, ibid, his be- 
haviour to his vice-chancellor, ii. 146. dtf- 
Itked grandeur in apparel, ii.^47. vvatched 
his people, ii. 14&. converfes with all thofe 
of whoijj/ he coiiidjearn any thing ufeful, ii. 
]t4Cfr^ountenances merchants, ibid< poiticu- 
larfy regarded Englifh merchants, ii. 157. 


dlilortions of his h&Hl, ih 
450. the time of his hirdi and death, ibid. 

PjBTE^HpFF, the cmptth of Ruffians palace, 
ii. 167. its water-works compared to thofe 
of VerCulles, ibid, its (Ituation, and cxteniive 
profpi^, ibid. 

St. petersboilg, a reg;iilarly built city, i. 82* 
a tetter from the Britifh fe«ors thei-e to the 
fa^iors at Ghilan, ii. 86. and one from thofe 
of (jhilan to them of their bging plundered 
by the rebels, ii. 88, an anf\v<ii' to that let- 
ter, ii. 9a. die Britifli fa£tory*'here, ii. 123. 
its exports and imports, ii. 11^5,. 126. the 
court fpiendid here, ii. 130, fthc palace near 
the admiralty, ii. 1 31. tlW'hfr fiat perfonages 
who compote it, ii. 132. tliis founded 
by Peter the Great, ii. 135, 136. his 

cniprcfe bui'ied in the church in the citadc!', 
M* 1 35*' 

Plaque, the Ruffian conful reprefents that 
there is a plague at in 3- fhips per- 

form quarantairi, ibid, the ceremonies the 
people pafs through, it. 5. 

Political affinrs, the difficulty of pafling a 
true judgment, ii. 351. 

Porcelain, a great manufa£lure in Saxony, 
ii. 228. Ac great number employed, and 
their pay, ibid, the great fecrccy it is con- 
cliifled with, ibnl. 

Portuguese, their former trade to the Eaft- 
Indies, now in the haiuls of the Dutch, ii. 
300. 

Pomerania, ftriflnefs of difeipline in all the 
towns, ii. 18 1, this country faudy betwixt 
Dantzig and Berlin, ii. ibid. 

Postilion i>, in Germany, wear the liveries 
of the country, ii. 242. not polite to llran- 
gers, ibid. 

PoOTMA.STER, in Perfia, challenged unjuftly 
by Nadir, i. 262. ftabs himfclf, ibid. 

PoTSpAM, the favourite palace of the king of 
Pruflia, ii. 200. the town here regular, and 
Ac palace elegant, ibid, the king’s guards, 
men of great uature, quarteicd here, ibid. 

Prayer, at the time of the rebellion at Af- 
trabad, i. 197. the manner the PeAan pi icfts 
pray, i. 339. 

Princes, reflexions on their charterers, ii, 
196, l97.,cohfidered as men and kings, ibid, 
expofed to flattery, if. 197. their vices tube 
fpokcti of in a proper maowr, ibid. 

: Pros* 
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•Prosperity, often a bad influence on our 

minds, u 199. 

Prussia, Icing of, his palace at Berlin, H. 185, 
194. his librar)'', cabinet of curiofrties, cha- 
pel, and opera-houfe, ii. r86, 187. amufe- 
iiients, ii. 183:, 18S, his character, ii. T98, 
&:c. the ftri^t difciplinc of his army, ii. 199, 
200. the oeconomy of his government, and 
pcrfonal cxpence, ii. 200. his perfon and 
manner ii. 20 t. treats his mother 

with greacjrefpeft, ibid, his difpatch of bufi- 
nets, ii. 2ki>3. his delight in itiuftc, ii. 204, 
his guardsj[;^and the number of his troops, ii. 
208. vigilii ice to inlift foldiers over all Ger- 
many, iby?Ttdeir arms, clothing, exercife, 
and pay^fii* 209, &c. the king's revenues, 
}} 

II^AUssi A, queen-mother, fifter to the king of 
Great Britain, ii. 187. her palace elegantly 
furnifhed, ibid, has a good library of books, 
ibid. 1 pends much of her time lu her (ludy, 
ibid. 

R. 

Rebellion, breaks out in the province of Af- 
trabad, i. 192. the city taken by the rebels, 
1. 196. the author’s caravan plundered, i. 
197. cruelties exercifed on the rebels, i. 
297, 298. I'ecret caufes of the rebellion, i. 
300. a battle fought by the rebels, i. 303. 
their treachery, i. 316. 

Remcmon, knovin by its fruits, i, 178. fonic 
part of it myflerioiis and incom]>rehenfib]c, 
i. 181. arguments proving this, ibid, articles 
the Perlians believe, i. 339. their religion 
confounded with abfurd fables, ibid. 

Ren CHILD, general, preiented with a fworJ 
by Peter the Great for a remarkable faying, 

Reshd, the chief city of Ghilan, i. 280. the 
air hurt by the inundation of the Cafpian, 
iMd. 

Revel, formerly a free town, and one of the 
greatcfti-nlhe Baltic, ii. 170. its imports, ii. 
171. the Lutheran churches there, a place 
of interment, 11. 172. reflexions on burying 
in churches ; ibid. 

Rtca, the metropolis of Idvonia, of great 
conrcqucnce, i. 76^ uken from the Swedes 
by Peter tlie Great, ibid^ its commo^ties. 


and the many fliips It loads, 77^ their# 

meafure?, i. 79. 

Rishtas, worms fo called in Tartary, i, 343, 

Rome, once the miftrefs of the world, its pro- 
■fent degenerate condition, ii. 362L 

Rotterdam, next in rank to Amfterdam, ii, 

344. its advantages beyond that city, ii, 

345. its trade, ibid, has a good exchange 
lately finilhed, ibid, its great church where 
tlie monuments of the fea-oflicers are, ibid, 
on the great bridge EralVnus's ftatuc, ibid, 
the Britiih faflory tliere compoied chiefly of 
North Britons, ibid, a Scotch church there, 
ibid, and an Englifli regular church, ii. 346. 
the factors hofpitable, ii. 346. 

Russia, the Englilli merchants obtain a char- 
ter from king Philip and queen Mary, i. 5. 
petition the parliament for Perfian lilk to be 
purchafed in RulSa, ii. ir2. an obtained 
for rliat end, ii. 113. reflexions on the a£t, 
ii. 1 17. the trade and chief commodities of 
Ruffia, ii. 133, &c. the produce of Great 
Britain neceiniiy to her, ii. 127, the coins, 
weights, and meafures here, ii. 127, &c. re- 
markable events, ii. 1 29. the grand appear- 
ance of the great duke’s marriage, ii, 130. 
its improvement in grandeur and learning, 
ibid, the firft fubjeit the great duke of Rui- 
fia, ii. 132. the qualities of their women, ii. 
133. the Greek laith the eftabliflied religion 
here, ii. 135, tafle of building lierc, ii. 136. 
drinking the vice of Ruflia, ii. 149. a view of 
the revenues and taxes, ii. 136, 1 37. number of 
inJiabitants, ii. 138. their military force and 
genius of their foldicr}*, ibid, the nature oi' 
their climate, ii. 138, 139. their ftoves, ii. 
139, the drefs ufed in this country, ii/ 140. 
the firft cftabli/hment of the Englifh iadoiy 
in Ruffia, ii. 151. corifidcr the Snglifh na- 
tion as their rc;U friends, ii. 158. the Ruffia 
company free, ii, 155- the naval power of 
Ruffia, li. 168. 

Russian court, makes complaints againft Mr. 
Elton, L 82. the manner in which the em- 
prefs travels, 13. prohibits the Briti/h 
Cafpian trade, ii. 74. the decree of the em- 
prefs for that end, ibid, remarks on the let- 
ters of thy Ruffian confui on wbjeh the de- 
cree was founded, ii. 79, &c. a journal of 
the Ruffian embairy uito Perfia,^|, 360, 369. 
the emprefs Elixabetn PcUowm'iifOUgTit'^ 
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the throne by a remarkable revolution, ii* 
I'll. account of her perfon aiKl charadler, 
ibM, ^ 



Sabbath, the duty of obferving it ftri<3.1y 

. commanded, ii, 273. 

SACiiAMEN'r, reflexions on it at Hamburg, ii- 
273, 274. 

b^DOC AG A, a rebel, chief at Aftrabad., robs 
ill! tho r, i , 29 H . fcnt pr i fl >n er to A <}rabiid , 
Vi, 299. punifhed in a cruel maimer, ibid. 

^LTZA, in Saxony, famous for rdining fait, 
ii. 2w!.0. 

Salt/. oAHLKX, a palace of the duke of 
IfruniV-'ic, ii. 245. famous lor a. ptllery <yf 
pjeii.res, ii. 24 . 6 . an account of lomc of 
Uiem, ibid. 

Sans soucj, a dcrcriptlon of that palace in 
l:h a jidcnl > i » rjrh , u . 2 1 3 - 

Saxony, the heavy ta7<er> in that coiui- 
try, ii. 2)3. many villages and uavtc, ii. 
216, hunting the prev^-iiipg^fdhion, ibid, 
dhbds in Saxony by the muliipHdty of tiecr, 
ibid, fome particulars rehulnp; tf) tlic king 
of I'ruHia after his elclorics m Sa.xony, ii. 
249. remark.^ on the government of Saxony, 
11.229. e 70 j>enccs of the court, vA\d naiional 
debt, ii. 231. revenues and taxe A ii. 232^ * 
the miknies of it by the \v:-.r, ii. 233. a 
tharaclcr of the Ibvcrcign, ibid, conit.int 10 
conforr, ibid, the Saxons ivave a uvllc 
for mufic arid poetry, ii, 234. great fecurity 
in travelling, ii. 240. owing . to parents liv 
ftilhng early iniprofliop.s of religion, ibid. 

Sh AHKOKH, prevaili, over Ibrah'nn king of 
Peifia, ii. 105. tlic king being petitionctl, 
writcii to him, ii. ro6, 

Shamiakije, metropolis of Shirvan, if 386. 

Shirley, embaffador from Knghind in 1626 
to the kin^ of Perlb, i, 10. tire dedaraiions 
' made to him, ibid, 

SxLBsiA, of great confequence to the king of 
Pntilia, i'u 22* 

Silk, the charges of fhipf^ing on the Caf- 
pkn for London, i. 46. tlic t]uiumty and 
di/i'crent f^ts of filk in the northern parts of 
Fcriia, 11/15, ms^nncf of Ordering ftlk- 
worms, ii 17, and of 

1 8^^^ ad to C]^*our;\^6 the it 
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in our American plantations, ii. 207. an aft 
for purchahng Fcrfan fllk in Rnflia, ii, 114. 
the benefit of the filk manufactory very cou- 
fiderable, ii. 137, 118. 

Soldiers in l^nfia, what pay given to tJuuni 
by Nadir Shah, i. 153. buy their clothing 
of him at an extravagant price, ibid, what 
armour they carry, ibid . 

StxXdt-holder, the expediency of one In 
the United Provinces, ii. 32 k in the infuicy 
of William ill. this dign. y aniusllcd, ii. 
378. tlie terror of the Fre .di armie s oh - 
iiged the ftates to clioofe thi- prince, ibid, af- 
ter his dcceafe tire dignity h -tered to expire, 
ibid, a French army being hand, this dig- 
nitv confcrrc;d on the prijici of Chang.., 
ibid, his auihovay coniined, ii. 330. .b' :gw 
pointment (d thc [hidt-boliUr, ?bjd. 

SrARGARD, the metropolis c.tPrudian Ponn> 
rani;?, ii. 182. one calhudral and three re- 
formed churches here, iliid. 

Stolpk, military cllicipline here, and in o- 
ther towns of the Pruflian doxiiinions, ii, 
181. 

ST'Hsrnir.s, the great (Inn the French pay 
yearly to PrulTia, and other piincc:-, ii. 354.. 

Suicide, not common in Perfia, i. 262. 

SurjeTWARY bv/s, eafily eil.:bi.iThed in arbi- 
trary countries, ii. i 70 . thought cileniial to 
the good of ihe Hale, ii. 130. 


T. . 


TAR/rARs, Klialnvuck?;, a barbarous fart of 
people, i. ICO. their Anns and iood, i. 
I o I., worihip innig.es, ibid, in fnie we.uhcr 
carefs thcii deities, ibid, diilicult to trade 
with il^c C.)ulbi:gs, i. 188. tlicir trcacherv t«.> 
the Ruliians, i. 1 89. IviigeeJe, their litivi- 
tion, i. 347, 348. livi; intents, and Iccd 
on horfc-fldh, ii. 34^?. Lchgees, their cixi- 
rafter, and country, i. 372- their 
jr.cnt, ibid, obferve the rules of horiitAhty, 
i, 373. their perfoMs, and d.rcf , ibid. thAir 
religion, foil, -nid trade, i. 374. j’arku- 
mans, their habit and couMcnvUvC., i. 2c 2. 
giyeu to robbery, ibid, rairc great diitur- 
l>anccs at Aftrabudjj i. 203, .K54. their cha- 
E e e 1 after, 
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Taller, 1. 303. iSiek numbers on the eaft- 
. coaft of the Cafpian^ i. 304. 

Tents, what the, Perfian twts, are made of, i. 
*47. a particular defcrlption of ^eih, i. 
248. 

De THOU, his remarks on the Ehglifli trade 
into Periia in queen Elizabeth’s reign, i, 9, 
^■10. 

Tobacco, the Perfians vmy fond of it^ i. 171. 
their partjcuHV way of ftnoking, ibid. 

Trade, by Ifadir’s tyranny, and other cir- 
cumftanccs,^ a bad fituation in Perfia, ii. 
35. the ^^at advantages of an oriental 
trade, ii. 60. 

TRAVELLiN^'teriexions} on the ufc of it, ii. 

,,350v^v,. 

this companv alarmed at the pro- 
pofol of a Arade to Perlla by the Cafpian, i. 
53. feveral merchants make complaints to 
the houfe of commons on this account, L 54. 
this company hi a declining ftate, i. ii. 
51. they prelent a memorial to the fecrctary 
offtatCj ibid. the beginning and progreft of 
this trade, ii. 48. the factories cftabliflied in 
I'urkey, ibid- the reafons of its decline con- 
fidered, ii. 51, 51. it does not appear that 
an uiireftrained libeit)*' of trade would afford 
relief, ii. 51. a computation of the imports 
of this trade, ii. 54. the great advaiitagcs of 
it, ii. 55. tile interpofition of the crown ne- 
ceflary, ii. 58, 63. the nccefiity of regula- 
tions in that trade, ii. 59. in what propor- 
tion it decayed for five years, ii. 62. the 
Jews defirin^ to be admitted into this trade, 
confidefed, ii. 63. a bill propofed to parlia- 
ment for enlarging and regulating<his trade, 
ii. 64. it pafles the commons, but is thrown 
out by the lords, ii. 70. 

Twere, its antiquity and fituation, i. 91. a 
rendezvous of merchants who trade on the 
Volga, bid. 

U. 


Van MfilRor, his journal of the country be- 
tween Keihd and Mefchcd, i. 357, &c. 

Vistula, a remarkable occurrence at the 
mouth of that river, ii. 174, 175. two 
branches of it up to .Dantzig^ ii. 175. 


VomAi t noble river fm* extent and depth, % 
r 140, of great to tfteVftuiSfeis, 

ibid, rims about three thoufoncl mil^o be- 
fore it empties itfclf in the Oifpi?^;r‘f :a, ibid, 
its trade and navl^tion, 141. tlfe, pirates 
that infeft the Volga, i. 103, &c. tKcir pu- 
nifbnnient When taken, i. 105, X 06/ 

VoRLONzoFf, count, vIce*chanceHor Of Ruffia, 
a very amiable perfon> it. 133. 

VoRONZOFF, countefs, a lady diftinguiflicd 
for her accomplifllmenti^ at the court of Ruf- 
fia, ii. 133. 

Utrecht, remarkable for the treaty mjdc 
there, ii. ago. 

W. 

Wassilie kiklietish tattischeff, gover- 
nor of Aftrachan, writes the hiftory of Rufo 
fia, i. il 8 >. 119^ lu 3 cKarat^ter and banifli- 
ment, i- iZo. 

WiLtouGHijv, Sir Hugh, fets out to difeo- 
cover the fouth-eaft parts of the globe, i. 2. 
recommended by Edward VI, to the kings 
and princes of the earth, ibid, frozen to 
death, i. 5, 

WiKOMiLLs:, of great advantage to the 
Dutch, ii. 363. ufed for ^rinding woods 
and materials for dying, and many other 
purpofes, ibid. 

WiTTENRURG, faiuous for its trade and ma- 
nufaftories, ii, 114. its academy, ii. 215. 
the church where Luther i>re:iched agaiutt 
the docti’ine of the church of Rome, ibid, 
his burial-place and monument, ibid. 

Wolfentbuttel, the river Okar fills a mote 
round this town, ii. 243. its palace, arfcnal, 
andlibrary, ibid. 

Wool, Englilh, the computation of its value 
when manufaflured, ii. 368. 

Women, travellers are not to come near thenx 
in Pcrfxa, i. 218. a great number of women 
travel with the Shah, i. 249. the fiibordi- 
nation of women, it 266, 267., their great 
confinement anxong the Mahoitimedans, i. 
268. remarks on the women in Eng^Iand, 
France, s ^6 Portugal, i. 2^3, V 74 ’ thc\drefe 
of women in Peifra and Europe compared, 
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WooTOQOFEi captain, hth journal fromMofco 
to Ca?^ L X09. pafles the Volga, i. no. 
noti<>jyy)ylof religion of the Chuwalliens, i,' 
111. at Cafan, ibid, builda a fbip, 

and \^fers there, i. ira. arrives from Per- 
•fia w«h raw filk, i. 129* his voyage to 
Balkhan, 130. ordered by the Shah to fur- 
vey the Ibuth-eaft part of the Cafpian, ibid, 
anchors at Langaropd, ibid. lands his cargo 
near Aftrabad, i. 132. his journal conti- 
nued, i* 148. refits at Langarood, i. 154. 
'C'etams from Aftrabad, i, 32$. his coafting 
jn|ot, with an account of the coulls and 
of the Cafpian, i. 392. 


E X. 


ZAitirzjgw, a tovim on the Volga, i. too. 

2 ^£LL, devolved to the houfe of Hanover, ii, 
271. the palace fortified, commands an 
extenfive profpect, ibid, the chmxrhes in it, 
ibid, diftinguilhed for fine horfes, ibid. 

Zoroaster, the founder of the ancient Per- 
fian religion, i. 379. his notions of good 
and evil, ibid. Zoroafter tfif fecond, the 
articles of the religion he tauglL i. 380. his 
opinions ftiJl maintained by fc^e of the In» 
diam and Pcrlians, i. 38 1. J 
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